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CALENDAR OF CAUSES 


in 


The United Lutheran Church in America 


Month or Day 
SEPTEMBER— 
OCTOBER— 
NOVEMBER 
DECEMBER— 


JANUARY— 
FEBRUARY— 
APRIL— 
MAY— 
JUNE— 


Cause 
Parish Education 
Social Missions 
Stewardship 
Christian Ministry 


Foreign Missions 

American Missions 
Christian Higher Education 
World Lutheranism 


Deaconess Work 


Board or Agency 


Parish and Church Schoo! Board 


Board of Social Missions 
Lutheran Laymen’s Movement 


Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief : 


Board of Foreign Missions 
Board of American Missions 
Board of Education 
Lutheran World Convention 


Board of Deaconess Work 


Proreedings 


OF THE 


Fiftieth Annual Convention 
OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of California 


HELD IN 
THE FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., Pastor 


Los Angeles, California, May 8-12, 1941 
Synod Organized 1891 


Also Proceedings of the 


Forty-Ninth Annual Convention 
of the 


Women's Missionary Society 


of the Synod of California 


Los Angeles, California, May 8-12, 1941 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 1941-1942 


@ 
Sy 2) <9 165) 0 pee ape er Sma ie Rin ee Pee eee eer The Rev. William H. Derr, D.D. 
377 N. Madison Avenue, Pasadena, California 
First Vice=Presic eat tis 2scsccce aco -senn cre esecersnecenee sr erene eee The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 
122 S. Altmont Drive, Los Angeles, California 
Second Vice-President. ..........-.-.--.-------n eee The Rev. Henry W. Opperman 
1709 “L” Street, Sacramento, California 
Secretary cae eee ee ee en The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser 
2458 - 41st Street, Sacramento, California 
SEP CASULET: Sco oreo ee en en Mr. William B. Scheehl 
723 - 52nd Street, Oakland, California 
Statisticlan:£.50.2 2. ee eee The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
1226 Farris Avenue, Fresno, California 
UNG, ob hip fj peeereney eae eee OM Re ewe ce NEI oper The Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman 


1040 W. 163rd Street, Gardena, California 


Trustees of Synod 
The Rev. William H. Derr, D.D., The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, 
The Rev. Henry W. Opperman, The Rey. Clarence F. Crouser, 
Mr. William B. Scheehl. 


Executive Committee 
The Rev. William H. Derr, D.D.. The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, 
The Rev. Henry W. Opperman, The Rey. Clarence F. Crouser, 
Mr. William B. Scheehl, Mr. F. C. Noel, Mr. Robert Paden. 


Home Mission Committee 
The Rev. H. Derr, D.D., The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, The Rev. Henry 
W. Opperman. 
1942—The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D., Mr. George P. Herrick. 
1943—The Rev. Earnest. A. Trabert, D.D., Mr. W. E. Lebold. 


Examination Committee 
1942—The Rev. William F. Poat, LL.D., The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 
1948—The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D., The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. 
1944—The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D., (Convener); The Rev. Francis C. 
Pryor. 
Foreign Mission Committee 
1942—The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. 
1943—The Rev. J. Edward Oslund 
1944—The Rey. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. (Chairman). 


Synodical Trustee on Board of Midland College 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. 


Social Mission Committee 
1942—The Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman, The Rev. Henry F. Schmidt. 


1943—The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., (Chairman); The Rev. Charles 
F. Oehler, D.D. 


1944—The Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., The Rey. Adam Schreiber. 


The Historian 
The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D. 


Ministerial Education Committee 
The Rey. William E. Crouser, D.D.,_ (Chairman) 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr. The Rev. William S. Dysinger, D.D. ; 


Secretary: 


Parish and Church School Secretary 
The Rev. Edward N. Spirer 


Children of The Church 
Mrs. Edward N. Spirer Treasurer: Miss Helen Hjort 


Luther League Advisers 


Northern Conference—The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 


The Necrelogist 
The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D. 
Chaplain 
The Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D. 


The Rev. Henry Irving Kohler, S.T.D., D.D., Th. D., Alternate 


The Rev. 


The Rev. 


The 


The Rev. 


The Rev. 


The Rev. 


The Rev. 


Publicity 
The Rev. Henry W. Opperman, (Chairman) 
Clarence F. Crouser _ Mr. William F. Bening 


Minutes of Synod 
G. Herbert Hillerman The Rev. Henry F. Schmidt 
Rev. A. J. Soldan, D.D. The Rev. William C. Miller, S.T.M. 


Women’s Organizations 
The Rev. Henry Irving Kohler, S.T.D., D.D., Th. D. 
J. S. Herold, D.D. The Rev. Herman Lucas 


Reference and Counsel 
The Rev. Robert S. Romeis (Chairman) 
Adam Schreiber The Rev. William F. Poat, LL.D. 
Stewardship Committee 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., (Chairman) 
Orval A. Awerkamp Mr. C. T. Gutleben Mr. Charles Redding 


Constitution of Synod 
J. George Dorn, D.D. The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert 


The Rev. J. S. Herold, D.D. 
Student Work Committee 
The Rev. D. Edward Wright, The Rev. Francis C. Pryor 
Mr. Karl Heine, Mr. L. A. Horn. 
Committee on the State of the Church 


The Rev. Harry R. Allen, The Rev. Edward N. Spirer, 
The Rev. John R. Broyer, Ph. D., The Rev. John C. Bitter. 


St. David’s Camp Committee 


The Rev. D. Edward Wright, The Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman 


Camp Property Committee 


Dr. W. C. Hendricks, Mr. Luke Hahn, Dr. Homer K. Morgan. 


Dr. C. B. 


Commissioner of Transportation 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 


Editor of the Golden State Lutheran 
The Rev. Clifford B. Holand 


Brotherhood Committee 
Witter Mr. L. A. Schaefer Mr. Emil W. Sass 
Mr. Norman W. Hampton 
Auditors 
O. W. Weibel and H. B. O’Brien 


NEXT CONVENTION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sacramento, California 
April 28, 29, 30, 1942 


MINUTES 


of the 


Fiftieth Annual Convention 


of the 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
of California 


FIRST SESSION 


Los Angeles, Calif., May 8, 1941 - 10 A.M. 
The Fiftieth Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California opened with the Confessional Service followed by the Sacrament 
of the Holy Communion. The celebrants: Officers of Synod: Liturgist, © 
Secretary Clarence F. Crouser: Homilist, President Wm. H. Derr, who 


preached the convention sermon. 


SECOND SESSION 


Los Angeles, California, May 8, 1941 - 1:30 P.M. 
Devotional was conducted by the Chaplain, Rev. Harry R. Allen, on 
the theme, “The Glorious Church’, based on Ephesians 5:25-27. 
The President of Synod conducted the formal opening of the Convention 
by the use of the prescribed form. 


The roll was called. 
The report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 


The following new members were introduced, Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, 
D.D., was introduced by Dr. J. George Dorn. The Rev. Carl A, Miller was 
introduced by his father, the Rev. W. C. Miller. 

The following Synodical Convention Committees were appointed. 


Convention Committees 


President’s Report: Dr. W. E. Crouser, Dr. F. J. Weertz, Mr. L. A. Schaefer, 
and Dr. H. A. Anspach. 
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Resolutions: Dr. H. J. Weaver, Dr. D. J. Snyder, Dr. J. R. Broyer, LD iy 
J. George Dorn, Dr. E. A. Trabert, and Mr. F. C. Noel. 

Excuses: Dr. H. I. Kohler, Rev. O. A. Awerkamp, Dr. J. E. Hoick, and 
Mr. P. W. Helder. 

Claims: The Revs. J. E. Oslund, E. N. Spirer, J. Bitter, W. L. Poat, 
and Mr. W. B. Scheehl. 

Letters and Papers: The Revs. H. Opperman, H. P. Romeis, H. F. Schmidt, 
and Mr. Arthur Templar. 

Tellers: The Revs. G. Herbert Hillerman, Adam Schreiber, Clifford 
Holand, R. W. Mottern, G. L. Hudson, and N. N. Harter. 

The following fraternal delegates were received, and accorded the privil- 
ege of the floor. The Rev. Hans C. Jersild, pastor of Bethel Danish Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Los Angeles, who brought greetings from the 
United Danish Lutheran Synod. The Rev. H. J. Pflum, D.D., President of 
the Board of American Missions, who brought greetings of the Executive 
Board of the U. L. C., and also those of the Board of American Missions, 
and of his congregation in Buffalo, New York. 

The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, representative of the Board of American 
Missions, who is at work at Morningside, Inglewood, California, and the 
Rev. Franklin P. Smith, representative of the Board of Missions at work at St. 
Paul’s Church, Los Angeles. 

Upon motion the first ten pews were designated as the bar of Synod. 


First Vice-President, Henry Irving Kohler, was called to the chair, 
and President Derr presented his report. 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Fathers and Brethren: 

Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

We have concluded another year in the history of our Synod and in our 
individual and congregational stewardship. This year completes the cycle 
of fifty years of missionary effort in the State of California. We are pausing 
at this time to take note of the way over which we have come; to show our 
gratitude to God for His gracious help, and to review the fruitage of fifty 
years of toil and self-sacrificing efforts of those who first pioneered this 
field. We are also thinking today of those who are now faithfully carrying 
on in the furtherance of the Master’s kingdom on this west coast. 

May that which we learn from retrospect quicken our pulses, fire our 
zeal and deepen our consecration, that we may be more able to meet the 
challenging prospects of the future. 


In accordance with the rules of Synod, I hereby submit the record of 
official acts for the past year. 
Resignations 
Rev. Delmar L. Dyreson resigned his pastorate at San Diego, Nov. 27, 1940. 
Rev. Edwin T. May resigned at Santa Barbara, Dec. 27, 1940. 
Rev. M. H. Geissler resigned from the Sanger Church, Dec. 31, 1940. 
Rev. Emil Meyer, resigned from Bethel Church, San Jose, May 4, 1941. 


Calls Accepted 


The Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., First English Lutheran Church, 
Los Angeles, Nov. 1, 1940; effective Jan. 1, 1941. 


The Rev. Carl A. Miller to the First Church, Redlands, as assistant and 
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Minister of Christian Education, March 23, effective April 8, 1941. 


Installations 


Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., First Church, Los Angeles, Jan. 1, 1941, 
by the President of Synod. 
Rey. Carl A. Miller, First Church, Redlands, April 8, 1941, by the President 
of Synod. 
Vacancies 


First Church, San Diego, being supplied by Dr. G. H. Hillerman. 
Grace Church, Santa Barbara, supplied by Rev. Albert Groseclose. 
St. Paul’s, Los Angeles, supplied by Rey. Franklin F. Smith. 

St. Paul’s, Sanger, without regular supply. 

Bethel, San Jose, supplied by retiring pastor. 


Anniversaries 


Hollywood Lutheran Church. The pastor observed the Silver Anniver- 
sary of his ordination Oct. 4, 1940. sponsored by the Church council and 
societies. A reception followed. Worship service Oct. 6, 1940, with Dr. 
Maggart as speaker. President Derr brought greetings. The 20th anniversary 
of the church is now in progress. A banquet May 7, honoring the charter 
members and sons of the congregation in the ministry. Speakers were Dr. 
Pflum, Dr. John E. Buckley, and E. A. Morrison. The president of Synod 
sent greetings. The culmination service will be Sunday morning, May 11, 
with Dr. Pflum as the guest speaker. 

The Wartburg congregation of Fresno, Rev. J. C. Bitter, pastor, cele- 
brated a dual anniversary on Nov. 24, 1940. It was in commemoration of 
25 years of history of the congregation, and 17 years of the pastorate of 
Rey. Bitter. Special services were held Sunday morning and afternoon. 
The president of Synod preached at both services, with the assistance of 
Rev. Adam Schreiber, who gave a German sermon in the afternoon. 

On Dec. 8, 1940, Grace Lutheran Church of San Jose, celebrated the 
45th anniversary of the dedication of the church building, and the 25th 
anniversary of the second pastorate of Rev. W. E. Crouser, D.D., making 
31 years in all of services rendered Grace Church by Dr. Crouser. A whole 
week was given to these anniversaries, which included a banquet and other 
special events. The speakers were Rev. Clarence F. Crouser, son of the 
pastor, Rev. Orval Awerkamp, president of the Northern Conference, and 
the president of Synod, who preached the sermon on Sunday morning, and 
assisted with the communion. 

The First Church of Oakland, Rev. Francis C. Pryor, pastor, celebrated 
its Golden Jubilee with special services Sunday, Dec. 8, which climaxed 
the jubilee week. On Friday evening, Dec. 6, Synodical Night was observed, 
at which time the president of Synod was present and made the address. 
Other ministers present who had part in the service were Rev. O. A. Awer- 
kamp, Rev. O. H. Gruver, D.D., Rev. Harvey M. Leech, Dr. E. A. Trabert. 
Mr. ©. T. Gutleben, an official layman of the church, made some remarks 
with reference to the improvements of the church property. At the 
Sunday morning service Rev. Awerkamp, president of the Northern Con- 
ference, preached the sermon. 

St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, Rev. Herman Lucas, pastor, celebrated 
its 46th anniversary, February 10th, with. special services, the pastor preach- 
ing the sermon. A banquet was held on the evening of the 13th, at which 
time Chaplain Dyreson, of Presidio, was the guest speaker. 

St. Paul’s, Santa Monica, held several services leading up to the fifteenth 
anniversary of the organization of the church. The first of these was held 


12 FIFTIETH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


which time the president of Synod brought a tribute to tne 
ee oe who organized the congregation and was its first pastor. 
Mr. F. C. Noel, a charter member, gave some interesting facts with reference 
to the work of the church and the Self-sacrificing efforts of Dr. Ball in 
the promotion of this congregation in Santa Monica. On Friday evening, 
April 18th, the 15th anniversary was observed with a banquet. Rev. James 
Beasom was the speaker. Letters of congratulation were read from the 
president of Synod, and other clergymen and laymen. 
The First Church, Redlands, Rev. W. C. Miller, pastor, celebrated its 
40th anniversary Tuesday evening, April 8, with a special service, at which 
time the president of Synod brought the message. Special music was a 
feature of the meeting, as well as the induction of the pastor’s son, Rev. 
Carl A. Miller, into the office of Minister of Christian Education. A re- 
ception was held at the conclusion of the service. Rey. Arthur E. Isham, 
a former pastor, and Rev. Paul Romeis, were present and brought greetings. 


In Memoriam 


Rev. J. S. Moser, a member of Grace Church, San Jose, passed away 
while attending the anniversary services in the church on Dec. 8, 1940. 
While Rev. Moser was not a member of the Synod at the time of his death, 
he formerly was active in the early history of the Synod, having organized 
Trinity Church of Riverside. He also supplied churches in San Francisco 
and San Jose. 

Rey. Jens Christian Pedersen, a member of this Synod, died at his home 
in the parsonage at St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, Thursday, July 11, 1940, 
at the age of 84 years. At one time he served Danish congregations in 
the Middlewest and on the Pacific Coast. In 1906, he became pastor of 
an English congregation at Salinas, California. In 1907, he accepted a 
call to the foreign field and was located in Liberia, Africa. He always 
maintained his membership in this Synod. 


Items of Interest Concerning the Churches 


Alhambra keeps its equipment right up to date. Four dozen new chairs 
were provided for the Bible School, together with 100 new Parish and Church 
School hymnals. Fifty additional copies of the Common Service Book were 
also added to the church equipment. This congregation regularly meets 
all its financial obligations. It is the Only church which maintains its 
own private parking lot for the convenience of its members. 


Beverly Hills congregation continues to make steady progress, expanding 
its facilities as the need requires. This mission is an example of good 
management, meeting its financial obligations as they arise. Its policy 
seems to be “pay as you go”. 


superintendent of the Bible School. Mr. Bowman hag ac iti 
rit th ool. F cepted th 
of Hae of Religious Education and Evangelism in the Deities 
untington Park congregation is “gettin i . 
) g too big for its clothes.” 
rere wore it has outgrown its present quarters, and needs a new A iphs 
ullding. It has become necessary to hold two services Sunday mornings. 
ys res an a its fee to the amount of $2200 the past year 
€w constituti ingi ita i j : 
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Bethany, Los Angeles. It is worthy of note 


church are drawn from the unchurched in the Sane Peas Bucs 


neighborhood very largely, — 
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and not from transfers from other Lutheran congregations. A Christian 
Clinic Class for young people is meeting with success, having an enrollment 
of fifty. Plans are being discussed for the purchase of additional property 
to meet the needs of this growing congregation. The installation of a public 
address system, largely made possible by two generously disposed laymen, 
will add much to the comfort of the “Mother’s Room”. 


First English, Los Angeles. Activity in this congregation under the 
leadership of its new pastor, is manifest on every hand. Many new members 
have been added to the church roll in the past few months of the present 
pastorate. A fine cooperative spirit prevails and everything looks bright 
for the future. On Easter Sunday Morning, over seven hundred people 
were crowded into the auditorium to enjoy the inspiring services. 


Hollywood. This church has improved its property to the amount of 
$600, which included the painting of the church, parish houses and Youth 
Hall. New drapes for the social rooms, an altar for the primary department, 
class room cabinets for supplies. 

St. Mark’s, Los Angeles. This church continues to maintain its interest 
in Synodical affairs, especially through its pastor and his wife, whom we 
recognize as historians. The pastor is the author of the History of the 
Synod. He deserves the gratitude of this body for his splendid achievement. 

St. Paul’s, Los Angeles. This congregation has passed through some 
trying times, being without a regular pastor for a long time. It is now 
making splendid progress under the care of Missionary Franklin P. Smith. 
The church property has been improved. Rey. B. L. Westenbarger gave 
acceptable service as a supply until the new pastor arrived on the field. 

St. Matthew’s, North Hollywood. “The Little Minister’, as the pastor 
is known, is only so in stature. He is a big man when it comes to getting 
things done. His new educational building, erected within the past year, 
is an outstanding achievement in that rapidly growing congregation. 

Pasadena Trinity. Quietly, but steadily, this congregation moves on in 
the acquisition of new members; paying its apportionment in full; meeting 
all financial obligations. It also has made some repairs to church property. 

Redlands. The property of the First Church has been greatly improved 
in the interior. An inside stairway to the basement is a marked improve- 
ment and convenience. The exterior of the church building will soon 
receive attention. 

Riverside Trinity. This congregation continues the even tenor of its 
way, under the capable leadership of its pastor. 

San Bernardino. The church property has been much improved by 
the redecorating of the sanctuary, carpeted chancel, modern lighting system 
installed, and other necessary improvements, all at a cost of $400. 

Santa Barbara. Grace Church has greatly improved its appearance by 
a new coat of paint on the exterior, and other improvements of a minor 


nature. 

San Diego. Although without a regular pastor for six months, this 
congregation, under the leadership of Dr. Hillerman as supply pastor, has 
improved its property by painting both the interior and exterior, installa- 
tion of a new heating system. The congregation is united in its efforts, and 
are awaiting the arrival of a new pastor who will begin his ministry June 1st. 

Santa Monica. St. Paul’s continues to make substantial progress in 
every way. Increase in membership, in attendance, and in giving, is most 
encouraging. The Easter offering approximated $1000. 

St. Michael’s, Berkeley. This is one of the 100 per cent congregations 
in the matter of benevolence, as well as in meeting all other financial obli- 
gations. A substantial reduction was made onthe indebtedness on the 
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Parish house. One fifth of all receipts of the congregation went for benevol- 
ence. This is a fine record. 

Fresno First Church. A committee is now at work drawing plans for 
the purpose of erecting a new auditorium, which 1s imperative for this 
rapidly growing congregation. It is hoped that by fall this new building 
will be ready for occupancy. Fifty new Common Service Books were pur- 
chased, and a new carpet laid in the center aisle, at an expenditure of $100. 


Fresno, Wartburg. Improvements were made to the amount of $1000, 
which included painting and redecorating the church; new sidewalks laid; 
and a sprinkling system installed in the lawn. 


Fresno, St. Paul’s, is rejoicing in the completion of their new Parish 
house. The dedication was held Feb. 23, 1941, with Revs. Herman Lucas 
and Robert Romeis as speakers. Cost of the building was $4300. 

Oakland. The highlight of the year was the celebration of the Golden 
Jubilee. This congregation was organized in Dec., 1890. New hymn books 
were presented by members and friends of the congregation. Another step 
in the physical improvement program of the church has been completed in 
the placing of a permanent roof on the much used garden house. 

Oakland, St. John’s. The balance of the mortgage on the church has 
been met, which makes $1020 paid in a little more than a year’s time. New 
hymnals, altar hangings, donated within the past three months are some 
of the improvements made. The accession of 23 new members at Easter 
was quite encouraging. 

Richmond. Grace Church over paid its goal of $1200 by $100. For 
the coming year it has set a goal of $1400, which no doubt will be met. 
Richmond is setting a pace which will not be easy for some of us to follow. 
The brotherhood presented the Bible School with 100 new hymn _ books. 
Other improvements to the property have been made. 

First Church, Sacramento. It is to the credit and praise of any con- 
gregation when it meets its apportionment in full, and also raises the pastor’s 
salary. We hope other congregations will follow the lead of First Church. 

Sacramento, St. John’s. Some improvements were made to the church 
property, and progress in all departments noted. The popular pastor of 
this congregation has been honored by being called to the chaplaincy of the 
State Senate. His name appears among “Who Is Who” in the ranks of the 
clergy. The Columbia Broadcasting Company has twice invited him to 
present the Coast network program, “West Coast Church of The Air’. 

San Francisco, First Church. Its beautiful church set upon a hill, with 
its distinguished pastor, is regarded as the ecclesiastical high spot in the 
Synod. Congratulations. 


San Francisco, St. Marks, has the distinction of being the oldest Luth- 
eran church congregation on the Pacific Coast. It possesses a fine church 
property with splendid equipment for all purposes. Under its capable pastor, 
it is forging ahead, making history for the future to record. 


San Francisco, Temple. This congregation is gradually reducing its in- 
terest bearing debt. A special effort is being made to raise funds to repair 
the 70 year old church building, in preparation for the celebration of the 
Silver Anniversary, which occurs a year hence. This is one of the 100 
per cent benevolent congregations. 


San Jose, Grace. Substantial repairs were made to the ch i 
: ; h urch building, 
which included a new brick foundation, and new Sills, which places itg 


property in good condition. The amount ow t i 
Missions has been fully paid. Se eee 


San Jose, Bethel. This congregation faces 
a serious problem, due to 
the change that has taken place in the community, through the influx of . 
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an Italian population, which is predominately Roman Catholic. 
Sanger is at present without a pastor, and no report has come from 
there indicating progress. 


New Missions Organized 


After a thorough canvass of the territory known as the “Morningside 
Area”, under the supervision of Rev. George Vulgaris, a representative of 
the Board of American Missions, favorable action was taken by the Board 
and Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, was commissioned to the field. Services were 
held in the Pierce Brothers Mortuary Chapel, a fine location, and all the 
appointments of a church. The work progressed to the point where it 
was wise to organize, and on Palm Sunday, March 6, 1941, such an organiza- 
tion was effected, with a charter membership of 92, the largest number of 
any group to organize in our Synodical history thus far. The Board of 
American Missions has purchased lots in the neighborhood upon which a 
chapel will later be erected. A fuller account will no doubt be presented 
by the secretary of the Synodical Home Mission Committee. This congrega- 
tion seeks admission to the Synod at this convention. 


Youth Meetings 


The Synod cooperated with the United Lutheran Promotional Program, 
the emphasis being laid upon the youth of the church. Regional meetings 
were held during the month of September, 1940, in San Diego, Pasadena, 
Fresno, Richmond, and Sacramento. These meetings were conducted by 
Rev. James P. Beasom, and were well attended and much appreciated by 


the young people. 


Action of the Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. 
With Reference to Constituent Synods 


At the meeting of the Executive Board, held in New York, April 16, 1941, 
the following action was taken with reference to the new pension plan: 

“Moved and carried that the entire matter be referred to the Legal 
Committee of the Executive Board in conference with the authorities of the 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief, and, until the Legal Committee 
is ready to report to the Executive Board, the Executive Board requests 
the Board ofi Ministerial Pensions to give no further publicity to the matter 
either by printed pamphlets, by representation at Synods, or in any other 
manner.” 

2. With reference to the appeal, authorized by the National Lutheran 
Council, for contributions to the amount of $250,000 for work among soldiers 
and sailors, the Executive Board passed a motion of unanimous approval for 
the appeal and urges full participation by all of the congregations of the 
United Lutheran Church. 

3. The Board adopted the recommendation of its Committee on Con- 
stituent Synods, with reference to inadequate salaries of pastors, as follows: 

“We recommend that this Board, after contacting the presidents of the 
constituent Synods, proceed to make effective this action of the church 
through’ a letter to the church councils throughout the whole church, calling 
attention to the low salaries of ministers which have obtained through 
the depression years, and the accentuation of the resulting hardships 
through rising living costs which have recently set in and which no doubt 
will continue to decrease the actual purchasing power of already inadequate 
salaries, and appealing to the church councils to devise ways and means 
of bringing up their pastors’ salaries to a level in keeping with living costs 
and the requirements of effective work in the pastoral office.” 
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4. The Committee on Constituent Synods gave notice to the Executive 
Board that it would present to the next meeting of the Board, copy for a 
substitute Model Constitution for Congregations instead of a revised con- 
stitution. : 

Bequest 


The Union Bank and Trust Company of Los Angeles, informs the Synod 
through the office of the president, of a bequest from the estate of Rev. 
Milton H. Stine, D.D., deceased. The Synod is to receive one-eighth of 
the residuary amount after all other claims are met. While it has been 
impossible to liquidate all the real estate involved, which may take some 
time, the court is asked to permit the distribution of the net sum on 
hand, or $21,000, in which the Synod will share to the extent of $2,625. 
This bequest is designated in the will for the purpose of helping to establish 
a home for Lutheran Old Folks. 


Recommendations 


1. Attention has been called to the fact that for some years past the 
Committee on Moral and Social Welfare has been omitted, and a request 
for its re-appointment has been received, we recommend that, in view of 
the moral let down in society today, constituting a grave menace to the 
home and the church, such committee by appointed, to whom such matters 
of social welfare may be referred, and reports made at the annual convention 
of Synod. 

2. Believing the time has come when it would serve best the interest 
of all concerned, we recommend to the Women’s Missionary Society, that 
it consider the advisability of holding its annual meeting at some other 
time and not in conjunction with the annual convention of Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. H. DERR, President 


= ae report was received, and referred to the Committee on President’s 
eport. 


The Treasurer’s Report for the year, with the auditor’s endorsement, 
was presented. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
January 1, 1940 to December 31, 1940 
i Disburse- 
Receipts ments 
BALANCES—January 1, 1940. 
Synodical Treasury. ..s. sss ae es $ 774.43 
J: W. Ball Estate Fumnd...:-........0.20.:.00:. 300.00 
Student Work. fund 2255. 10.50 
NSssiOne Survey, UNG) .c-2!0 sto 280.46 
Delegate Expense Reserve ...........-.....--- 71.08 1,436.47 
APPORTIONMENT— 
United Lutheran Church ........................ 10,657.66 $10,657.66 
Sy WOOlGa wah CASUL Vie k oot teccse eee 3,200.02 ; 
IVISSSIOMIESULVE Ys PUIG ec occe eee cece ccaene 470.20 69.24 
Delegate Expense Reserve .............-.-------- 117.58 
INGE COD EER GY Ua OG) bets ee ae a epee me sear eae 574.63 
SUSAN Lal GY O10) wh COU a 10) Of REN cece eee eee ae nee ee eee 15,020.09 
Midland College (Gifts) 328.05 902.68 
PUTNITIV ELS ANY a APOC A case ceo2 tae cs ccna ce yssethct ce cccecns tee 85.00 85.00 
Foreign Missions 70.01 70.01 
INET SCN VaRVClIC? CSPI OS) 5 coo one nnn tea-teeee peers 274.76 274.76 
MATT GUIOEA Vm L Clie A CULONN 1 ns--bs caesarean necro caste gencecttece te ceaeen ee 1,132.87 1,132.87 
@LMCTBSCNEVOIEN COS o. o.2iiecc-canata eas sonsenenceeaes 104.83 104.83 
Church History Fund 10.00 188.45 
MT YALVETSICVer SUUGOMG | WW ODK ooo sao cee eae c ca ca Finceoncnntsesesacte 578.50 575.00 
Offerings - Synodical Convention ..........2222..0:22:0--- 15.05 
Luther League - Southern Conference Loan Acct..... 82.32 
INETIAES FOTIA EAC CAG IOI accuse cea te ogee cs anceocerevesssnneaceasaeese 75.00 *300.00 
Executive Committee Expense ............2..-------c:scesceeseeeees 158.84 
Home Mission Committee Expense ..............0.000.0::--:0+ 47.52 
Other Officers’ & Committees’ Expense.......................- 122.88 
Officers’ Salaries & Expense Allowance. .....................- 850.00 
Golden Jubilee Committee Expense .................0.0..20+ 71.29 
Stationery, postage and printing ...........0000000 0. 50.77 
CONVENTIONS LIAVel. IGXPCNSe: — 22 ssc. a25. once 191.44 
Miscellaneous Convention Expense. ............-2....2...------ 27.36 
PELE HIS VEUILES OL (SY TOC sete sca soccecs dec ncectccestenecsaraecerse 60.00 300.01 
Publishing Golden State Lutheran ..........00........... 157.94 
Walitorinia ns WUGNeLa Ty Caryn aetna c2e5 se cao 2een sec arn en cnen ene staeatecs- 122.35 
Yosemite National Park Church. .................2.220.2-.-0::00-- 50.00 
Sequoia National Park Church ...............--..2.0..:-ccse-c-- 25.00 
Delegates per diem allowance - U.L.C.A. Convention 448.00 
Synodical Brotherhood Expense...........-..-.----.-2-:--- 31.77 
$19,272.95 $17,015.67 
Balances —— Mccember 31, 940 2.2.02. --cccencesscctainstenesseaoeseszst 2,257.28 
$19,272.95 $19,272.95 
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Consolidated Report of Financial Condition - December 31, 1940 


Cash in Synodical Treasury ......--.--.----------:-:es-eee eet $ 1,486.86 
J. W. Ball Estate Fund. ......-....2-----cc-c2-ccccecceeceseeconeesnenererneneeeaencses ~ 75.00 
Mission Survey Fund. .........22----------c-cesceceeeseeeeeee cece entree renee 681.42 
Student Work FUNG ............-.2.22--------c-ccceceeeceeseeeeeeeeceeneeeceeeceeaeece 14.00 
MPOtal Casta Ea lary Ce sees sac ee cee scene we cera nn ence nearer ceeeaaace $ 2,257.28 
IN (ayiretshe 9 SX SLO S) IFS 0) (ch ee emer RR re oo EP ccc 1,600.00 
Home for Aged Fund - Gross ASSets --...-...-.:-::-:-seeeee 20,198.12 
TOTATs GROSS ASSES ore giao aes na eee ree $24,055.40 


* $225.00 from J. W. Ball Estate Fund. Payments in February have exhausted 
this fund and this item will not appear again. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer 


TREASURER’S REPORT - “HOME FOR THE AGED” FUND 


Cash’ on: hand “January 1, 1940) .:....:.0:222ne eee $ 1,301.94 
RECEIPTS— 
Rentalvol. StumplsPromertymeeee ea are eee eee $ 545.00 
Interest, on Savings Account, ......2 sce -cccsececcce eee 31.02 
EN SUPATICE > EGO LUN Cigars ee eree ce eat eee ee ee ee 6.27 582.29 
Proceeds - Stumpf Property Sale 
@aSHE Pay Crit) shee eee acer eee eee $ 2,000.00 
Mire, Insurances Renund eee ee eee 82.00 
Paymentsony Principals c.< eee eee 52.00 
RINTOT OSG, aces cs cee oe 8.00 
$ 2,142.00 
Less Expenses - Recording Fees, etc. .............. 24.13 2,117.87 
$ 4,002.10 
DISBURSEMENTS— 
aXes,o Sierras MadresOt pee ee ee $ 229.46 
Stumpf Propertyaee eee ee siete te ea a 61.46 
Publich Liability insurance acs seer eee eee 18.71 
Settlement—Kaeferstein Estate 0.....0...ccccccsccseceeccecoeees 150.00 
Attorney's iees: ons Above iene coer eee 50.00 
Expenses a/c Sale of Property .........-.-cccceccccccccseccesesseeeee 4.85 
Commission for Rent Collection .0.......-...cccecccceccccecseseeses 24.50 538.98 
Balances December. +15 7194 0igsene ee $ 3,463.12 


Received Two Hundred Thirty-Four shares of Los 
Angeles Investment Company from the Kaeferstein 
Estate. Present market value $5.50 per shatre............ $ 1,287.00 


Balance of Mortgage on Stumpf Property eer ee eee 
Sierra Madre *Lot..at: Cost. eee pore 
ROTAL GROSS ASSETS °...... 525 $20,198.12 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer 
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Oakland, Calif. - April 4th, 1941 
To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California: 

We have examined the books and accounts of William B. Scheehl, Treas- 
urer of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California and find them correct 
and in order, and the balances of two thousand, two hundred fifty-seven 
dollars and twenty-eight cents in the general treasury and three thousand, 
four hundred sixty-three dollars and twelve cents in the Sierra Madre 
savings account to be in agreement with the balances as shown by the 
bank statements. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

Report adopted. 

The Rev. Robert Romeis presented the report of Statistician. 


STATISTICIAN’S REPORT 
May 8, 1941 
Fathers and Brethren: 

The statistical sheets have been posted and with the following constitute 
the report of the statistician for the year 1940. 

Reports were received from all congregations. Two were late, but for 
each of these there was a valid reason for the delay. 

This was the first year that the new type of Parochial Report Blanks 
was used, and as a result minor corrections were necessary on a number of 
the reports. As we become familiar with the new blanks the number of 
errors should decrease. 

In general, the membership figures show smaller gains and larger losses 
than those of the previous year, while the financial figures indicate definite 
increases over last year. A comparison of the more important totals follows. 


Synod N. Conf, S. Conf. 
Baptized Members. .........--.-.2.-2-2-.---- 650 gain 159 gain 491 gain 
Confirmed Members. ............-...-.--------- 460 gain 148 gain 312 gain 
Communing Members ...............-------- 87 gain 80 loss 167 gain 
Sunday School Scholars .................... 30 loss 28 loss 2 loss 
GaALCCOUINT eI Gime ee ee 14 loss 27 gain 41 loss 
Men’s Societies Members ................ 76 loss 18 loss 58 loss 
Youth Societies Members ................ 463 loss 150 loss 313 loss 
Property Valuation ................---.-.--- $44,496 gain $65,617 loss $110,113 gain 
Congregational Expense ..................-. 6,001 gain 1,833 gain 4,168 gain 
Benevolence (Apport.) ..............2.-2.----- 2,073 gain 637 gain 1,436 gain 
Benevolence (Unapport.) .................. 990 gain 326 gain 664 gain 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT S. ROMEIS, Statistician 
Report adopted. 
The Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman presented the report of the Archivist. 


ARCHIVIST’S REPORT 


During the past year the constitutions of the following churches were 
secured and filed in the archives: 
San Francisco, St. Mark’s; San Jose, Bethel; Gardena, St. John’s; 
Glendale, First; Long Beach, Trinity; Los Angeles, First; San 
Bernardino, First. 
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Churches whose constitutions have not yet been filed in the archives are: 
San Francisco, St. Matthew’s; Sanger, St. Paul’s; San Jose, Grace; 
Redlands, First. : 

The attention of the chairman of the committee on Synodical Constitu- 
tion was called to the fact that there is no constitutional provision requiring 
the submission of the constitutions of the local churches for filing in the 
archives of Synod. 

Copies of the certified Minutes of Synod have been filed and are up 
to date. There is now another “ten year period” of minutes on hand and 
your archivist requests instructions as to whether they should be put in 
bound form at this time or not. Your archivist also requests an interpre- 
tation of By-Law XI of the Synodical Constitution which states, “These 
certified copies shall be bound into one volume for every ten years”. At 
the present time only. one set of these certified minutes in the archives has 
been put in bound form. 

Copies of the Golden State Lutheran and of the Synodical News Letters 
for the years 1934 through 1940, with the exception of 1936, were received 
and filed. Your archivist would be glad to receive the copies of the 1936 
News Letters from anyone who may have them. 

RECOMMENDATION: At the present time anyone asking at the office 
of the First Church, Los Angeles, may secure the keys of the Archives. Your 
archivist does not feel that this is taking adequate precaution with these 
records, and therefore recommends that the Executive Committee of Synod 
be instructed to formulate rules governing permission to secure the keys of 
the archives and for governing the withdrawal of material therefrom. 

Respectfully submitted, 


G. HERBERT HILLERMAN 


Report adopted. 
Dr. J. E. Hoick presented the report of the Historian. 


HISTORIAN’S REPORT 
In grateful recognition of the mercies of the gracious heavenly Father, 

and the hearty cooperation of the brethren of Synod, your Historian presents 
the following report. 

- 1. The Book, the “Fruitage of Fifty Years”, speaks for itself — in its 
general appearance, contents, scope, and purpose. 
The brethren of Synod have spoken through it. 
The members of the congregations have spoken for it. 
The Church at large has given approval to it. 2 
A complete statement regarding costs of publication and distribution 


will be presented by the Golden Jubilee Committee under whose auspices 
the History has been published. 


That material may be assembled and preserved for Volume II of the 
Synodical History, pastors are requested to send to the Historian, items of 
interest and programs of important events. 


JOHN EDWARD HOICK. 


This report was supplemented by oral reports given by Dr. H. A. Anspach, 
and Dr. W. E. Crouser. The report was adopted by a rising vote of thanks. 
The matter of suitable recognition was referred to Resolution Committee. 


Dr. H. J. Weaver presented the report of the Necrologist. 


fea bS 
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REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


Since we last met in our Synodical Convention, two aged ministers who 
served mission churches in our Synod in the earlier years, have entered the 
Church Triumphant. To them we would do honor at the Memorial Service 
tomorrow. The Rev. Jens Christian Pedersen fell asleep in Jesus, July 11, 
1940, and the gentle Spirit of Rev. Jacob S. Moser, organizer and first pastor 
of Trinity Church, Riverside, took its flight from Grace Church, San Jose, 
Sunday morning, December 8, 1940. The Rev. William H. Derr will present 
an epitome of the life and labors of Brother Pedersen, and the Rev. William 
E. Crouser, D.D., will tell us of the ministry of Brother Moser. 

I recommend that suitable memorials be inserted in the Minutes of 
Synod for these two brethren whose combined services in Lutheran Churches 
and Mission fields, including their retirement periods, lasted for 123 years. 

HERBERT J. WEAVER 

The report was adopted. 

The Secretary presented the report of the Board of Trustees. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Your Board of Trustees reports the sale of the Stumpf property for 
the full price of $5,000.00 in accordance with an authorization given by 
action of Synod in 1936. The terms of the sale follows: $1,000 cash; $500 
on completion of the escrow; $500 in ninety days and the balance at $50 
a month at 4% interest. 

All deeds, documents, papers, bonds, and notes have been safely deposited 
in a safe deposit box in the Bank of America, Oakland, California. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLARENCE F. CROUSER, Secretary 

Report adopted. 

Intermission of five minutes was declared following which an address 
was delivered by the Rev. H. J. Pflum, D. D., official representative of the 
Wiggins tee 

The closing prayer was offered by the Rev. Henry F. Schmidt. 

The meeting on Thursday evening was under the auspices of the Women’s 
Missionary Society. Following the program, a reception ‘was tendered the 
delegates by the members of the host church. 


THIRD SESSION 
Los Angeles, Calif., May 9, 1941 - 9:00 A.M. 
The roll was called. 
Devotions by the Chaplain, on the theme, “The Cleansed Church” based 
on Ephesians 3:13-21. 
Minutes of the First and Second Sessions were read and approved. 
The report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel, with time limits 
set, was adopted. 
The Secretary presented the report of the Executive Committee. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California in Convention assembled: 
Reverend Sirs and Brethren: 
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Your Executive Committee for the year 1940-1941 herewith presents a 
report of the manner in which it fulfilled the charge which has been en- 
trusted into its hands by the Synod. 


S 

During the year, your Committee has met six times as an Executive 
Committee and once in conjunction with the Examining Committee under 
the special authorization of Synod. These regular meetings have been held 
as follows: April 25th, 1940, in the Montgomery Hotel of San Jose; July 23rd, 
1940, in the First English Lutheran Church of Los Angeles; November 14th, 
1940, in the First English Lutheran Church of Fresno; January 21st, 1941, 
in the First English Lutheran Church of Oakland; March 25th, 1941, in the 
First English Lutheran Church of Oakland; and May 7, 1941, in the First 
English Lutheran Church of Los Angeles. 


Items of expense and bills allowed from time to time during the year 
will be found in the Report of the Treasurer and are, therefore, omitted 
from this report. 

The Standing Committees for the year, as printed in the proceedings of 
the 1940 Convention, were approved by the Committee. 

The Secretary was instructed to have printed 1,000 copies of the pro- 
ceedings of that convention and also to secure the necessary stationery for 
the officers of Synod. He was also instructed to secure some suitable em- 
blem or slogan for use thereon. 

The publication dates of the Golden State Lutheran were continued as 
before. 

The Synod, through the Executive Committee, underwrote unpaid bills 
incurred in the publication of the History of the Synod until the Synod 
could be reimbursed through the sale of the books and through congrega- 
tional contributions. 


The Committee met with the Golden Jubilee Committee and approved 
the general plans for the observance of our Fiftieth Anniversary. The 
Jubilee Committee was authorized to continue its preparations. 


At the request of The Lutheran, the Rev. Oscar H. Gruver, D. D., and 
the Rev. Sylvannus H. Yerian, Ph. D., D.D., were appointed Northern and 
Southern Conference representatives respectively, to stimulate the subscrip- 
tion lists of that publication. 


The resignation of the Rev. Clifford B. Holand, as a member of the 
Luther Associates, was accepted and the Rev. Guy L. Hudson was appointed 
in his place. 

The Secretary was instructed to exert every effort to secure the presence 
of the Rev. Frederick H. Knubel, D.D., President of the U. L. C. A,, at our 
Golden Jubilee celebration, as the speaker at the mass meeting. Failing 
in this effort, he was instructed to secure the Rev. Henry J. Pflum, D.D., 
of Buffalo, New York. Illness has prevented Dr. Knubel’s attendance, but 
Dr. Pflum is our guest and official representative of the U. L. C. A. In se- 
curing Dr. Pflum, the Secretary received the full-hearted support of the 
ee of the Rocky Mountain Synod, and of the President of the Pacific. 

ynod. 


: After receiving the approval of the Attorney of Synod, the President 
and Secretary of Synod were instructed to sign and seal the contract between 
the Synod and the California Lutheran Hospital regarding the use of the 
Lutheran Camp. 


A per diem of $4.00 for 14 days was allowed the delega \ 
Convention of the U. L. GC. A. gates to the Omaha 


The Committee approved the action of the Trustee 
the Stumpf property. s of Synod in selling 


A meeting of the Presidents of Synods upon the territory of the Midland - 
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College was held last August. Because of the inability of our president to 
attend, our College Trustee, the Rev. George Dorn, D.D., was authorized to 
represent us. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to the Board of Foreign Missions 
requesting that some method be set up for reimbursing the pastors of our 
port cities for their expenses in caring for incoming and outgoing mission- 
aries. 

The invitation of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Sacramento for Synod 
to hold its next convention in that city was received and referred to Synod 
for favorable action. 

The Treasurer was instructed to report the market value of the bonds 
received from the Kaeferstein estate in his list of assets rather than the 
par-value. 

The Treasurer was instructed to investigate the possibility of investing 
the Sierra Madre Fund in a safe place paying a higher rate of interest 
than the present 142% paid by the bank. 

The Committee recommends to Synod that all duly elected officers of 
Synod be installed at the Synodical Convention immediately following the 
induction of the president. 

The Historian of Synod was complimented upon the completion of the 
book “The Fruitage of Fifty Years in California” and the Treasurer was 
authorized to give him a token payment of $100 in recognition of his ser- 
vices. The Historian was also granted permission to set aside a limited 
number of copies for complimentary gifts to our college and seminary 
libraries. i 

The sale of the booklets and the collection of funds was placed in the 
charge of the Golden Jubilee Committee. 

The Committee instructed the Budget Committee to increase the per 
communicant rate from 25c to 30c per year for Midland College. 

The Committee instructed the Committee of Ministerial Education, in 
conjunction with the Treasurer of Synod, to prepare suitable blanks for 
applications for assistance for young men desirous of entering the ministry. 

The Constitution of the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of Morningside 
was read and approved and its application for membership in Synod was 
referred to Synod for favorable action. 

The Constitution of the Village Church of Westwood, Los Angeles, was 
read and its application for membership in Synod was ordered referred to 
Synod without recommendation. 

The following budget was approved and referred to Synod for its ap- 
proval: 


Proposed Budget for the Year 1941-1942 
Officer’s salaries and expense allowances 


EES CCN ree ag Sean ve scare cea sSoel vaccgsenesseeeeaa 

Treasurer .......... 

SIG GIRETAR cp cesemald kecoa epee tpeeccec eer epee ees ere ee Beer coreaerre 

Statistician 

Editor, Golden State Lutheran ..........-.---------- 25.00 

Serger $ 800.00 

Executive and Home Mission Committee Expense ~.....0000000. 250.00 
Other officers’ and committees’ expense ..........----...-.--.---- Skt rh Aes 100.00 
Staniaivayaerny, fopaegus bores Sbelol joo t ele. koe eecceet, OPececerececcec ce eee ieee ast 60.00 


Shpswaioal Croyonigssona lesal Cog oles OR) eer cace merece ooo ree eee Perro eae 225.00 
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Printing Minutes of Synod (less W. M. S. share) ..........--.-..------------ 250.00 
Publishing Golden State Lutheran .......-..--.--.2-.-----:--1---eeeeee eee 200.00 
Yosemite National: Park Clichy 2c 2iiccec2.cocet cee neces cence oe see cee =e eeeneae 50.00 
Sequoia National Park Church —..------.-------.----c-cereceeecec esses cere ence eeeeenececenenets 25.00 
INGEST ORT UC a GL OTN aes eas oa eee 500.00 
@aliformian Tsuther ay miC apr cscs asec as eee ane ee 125.00 
Total California -SyMOd. BUGS et aes acces eee ae cee ee 2,585.00 
United Lutheran Church Apportionment. ............-.-----.----cscececceeee- 12,965.00 
Midland College (30c on 5275 members)  .....2.....-.----2--s-cecceceesceeeeseeeee= 1,580.00 
Total Budget Lox all CAUSES sae estes oes ance eee $17,130.00 
Recommendations 


Your Committee makes the following recommendations: 
1. That the above Budget for the year 1941-1942 be approved. 
2. That the invitation of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Sacramento 
be accepted. 
3. That Synod approve recommendation that all of the officers of 
Synod be installed immediately following the induction of the President. 
4. That By-Law 5, Section 2, a, b, c, be referred to the Committee on 
Constitution that it might be made in conformity with the recommendation 
of the Executive Board of U. L. C. A., as shown in the Minutes of the 12th 
Convention of the U. L. C. A. 
5. That the application of the Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Morningside for membership in Synod be approved. 
6. That the new Executive Committee be instructed to appoint the 
necessary officers for the Children of the Church. 
7. That the office of Transportation Commissioner be divided and one 
be appointed for the North and one for the South. 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 
The report was received, and recommendations were considered seriatim. 
Recommendation No. 1 referred back to the Committee. Numbers 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6 were adopted, and No. 7, referred back to the Committee with 
power to act. 
The application of the Village Church at Westwood was discussed. 
Time having elapsed, the pending motion, “that we approve the application 
of the Village Church of Westwood” was referred to unfinished business. 


Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman presented the Report of the Committee on 
Minutes of Synod. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 


Examination of the printed minutes of the Forty-ninth Annual Con- 
vention of the Synod reveals the following items which may require attention 
at this convention: 

i Instructions to the Treasurer of Synod relative to the communicant 
membership lists of the German Russian churches of the Synod. (Pg. 20) 

2. Instructions to the Secretary of Synod to prepare a plan for co- 
ordinating the work of all the auxiliaries of the congregations. (Pg. 21) 

3. The situation of the Social Mission Committee and the Disaster Re- 
lief Committee. (Pg. 21) 


4. The Sunday School Secretary’s recommendation of a constitutional 
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change. (Pg. 23) 

5. Resolutions No. 3, 4, and 6 of the Report of the Committee on the 
Home for the Aged. (Pg. 32, 33) 

The minutes were published in a most satisfactory manner and such 
suggestions of changes as may be beneficial have been made to the Synodical 
Secretary. The comparison of the protocol and the printed minutes satis- 
fied your committee as to the care that has been taken in the recording of 
the actions of Synod. 

One item that we wish to mention, though it possibly is outside of. the 
jurisdiction of this committee, is that by provision of By-Law IV, Section 4, 
“There shall be two directors of Boys Work, one from each Conference”. No 
such appointments were made, and St. David’s Camp Committee does not 
fulfill the requirements of the By-Law. 


Recommendations: 


1. Inasmuch as the tables listing the Conventions of the Synod of 
California have now been published in permanent form to cover the first 
fifty years of the Synod in the Syncdical History, we recommend that the 
listing of the first fifty Synods be no longer printed each year in the minutes 
of Synod. 

2. That the Executive Committee of Synod be instructed to set aside 
five bound copies of the Synodical History as follows: One copy for the files 
of the Office of President, two copies for the files of the Office of Secretary, 
and two copies for the Archives of Synod. : 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 

Report was adopted. 

Dr. Henry Irving Kohler presented Rev. E. C. Farnham, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Los Angeles Church Council, who brought greetings. 

The Secretary presented the Report of the Special Committee on the 
Dysinger Application. 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE 
DYSINGER APPLICATION 


Reverend Sirs and Brothers: 

Your Joint Committee, composed of the Executive and Examining Com- 
mittees of Synod, was charged with the responsibility of studying the appli- 
cation of the Rev. William S. Dysinger, D.D., for the restoration of his 
name on the Rolls of the Synod of California. 

The Committee has held three meetings since its appointment, and has 
held several conferences with the applicant either through the personal visi- 
tation of one of the members of the Committee, or through correspondence. 

During the two years of study, your Committee has drawn up certain 
requirements with which the applicant was expected to comply before further 
action might be taken. These requirements were submitted to Dr. Dysinger 
who has indicated his willingness to comply with them. 

We, therefore, recommend to Synod that the request of the Rev. William 
S. Dysinger, D.D., for the restoration of his name to the rolls of Synod be 
granted and that the Secretary be instructed to make such restoration at 
this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The report was adopted, and the name of Dr. Dysinger was ordered 
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restored to the roll of Synod. 
Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman presented the Report of the Committee on 


Women’s Organizations. i 


COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


In compliance with the request of Synod last year that your committee 
secure a complete report on Women’s Organizations in the Synod, a ques- 
tionnaire was sent to all pastors. Twenty-eight replies were received. In 
these twenty-eight congregations there are thirty-seven Ladies’ Aid or 
Guild Societies with a total of 1057 active members. 

These Societies are other than strictly missionary, and devote their ef- 
forts toward helping the local congregation. 

From the president of the Women’s Missionary Society we received the 
following data: The Women’s Missionary Society has forty-seven societies 
with 877 active members and 98 associate members. The Thank Offering 
in 1940 was $1560.79—a gain of $242.00. 53 Life Members and 5 In Memoriams 
represented an income of $705.00. Boxes for Home and Foreign Mission 
fields were distributed valued at $766.00. $5300.00 was sent to the general 
Women’s Missionary Society for missionary work. There were 18 Reading 
Circles and Mission Study Classes with an enrollment of 348. 

From the replies we learned that there are four congregations with only 
one women’s organization, two with five and two with four separate organiza- 
tions. The rest have two or three organizations, 

With reference to one women’s organizatiton in the church, a few pastors 
favor the plan but the majority seem opposed to it. The general trend in 
the majority of the congregations seems to be in favor of a Ladies’ Aid or 
Guild with branches or circles devoted largely to the work of the local 
congregation. And a Women’s Missionary Society with Young Women’s 
Missionary Societies devoted to the study of missions and to the Home and 
Foreign Mission work of the church. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THE COMMITTEE 
Report adopted. 


Rev. H. Paul Romeis presented the Report of the Sunday School Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL SECRETARY 


Your secretary is pleased to announce that the Rev. Arthur H. Getz, 
secretary of the Parish and Church School Board, will be on the territory 
of our Synod, August 27th to September 5th inclusive, to present “A Con- 
gregational Program of Christian Education”. Tentative plans call for 
two meetings in the Northern Conference and three in the Southern. 


The work of the Children of the Church has been transferred to the- 
Parish and Church School Board under the direction of Mrs. Mabel Fenner. 
In conjunction with the officers of the Women’s Missionary Society, a 
secretary and treasurer of this important work will be appointed. : 


Your attention is again directed to the various aids in Parish education: 
The Observance of Parish Education Month in September: “The Guide 
and Standards in Parish Education”; the ever increasing number of leader- 


ship training texts and helps; “The Parish School” ee 
church bulletin service. magazine; and the weekly 


It is recommended, as in several years past, that instead 
oe ; of a Sunda 
School Secretary, a Parish Education Committee be appointed in order 
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present more adequately and efficiently the program of Parish education 
in our Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. PAUL ROMSEIS, Secretary 
Report adopted. 
Dr. H. A. Anspach presented the Report of the Luther League Adviser 
for the Southern Conference. 


REPORT OF LUTHER LEAGUE WORK (SOUTHERN DISTRICT) 


The Southern California District Luther League has had a fine year 
under the leadership of President Wm. Haar, of St. Paul’s Church, Los An- 
geles. He has been loyally and ably supported by his subordinate officers, 
and by two members of the Executive Committee of the Luther League of 
America, Robert Inslee and Howard Logan. 

The annual convention last year was held in the Long Beach Church, 
and that for this year is scheduled for May 23-25, in the Alhambra Church. 
Quarterly conventions were held in Phoenix, (this a fine venture of faith 
that proved to be justified by the good works of a splendid attendance and 
convention) over the Labor Day week end; in Bethany Church, in November; 
and St. Paul’s Church, Los Angeles, in February. 

A youth rally is being sponsored by the district as part of the Golden 
Jubilee. President Wiegman of Midland College will speak on the subject, 
“Tomorrow is Ours.” 

Monthly meetings of the Executive Committee have been held in First 
Church, Los Angeles, and special meetings for the instruction and encourage- 
ment of the officers of the various leagues have been held, that all might 
be informed as to their respective duties and responsibilities. 

That leadership and application to the task has been fruitful of fine 
results will be seen in the report that the quota for the missionary project, 
dues, and sustaining membership quota have been Over-subscribed. It is 
worthy of note that this district was the first group of the Luther League 
of America and Canada to meet the sustaining membership objective. 
Pastors of the southern district congregations were honored by their re- 
spective leagues, which made them sustaining members. 

Under the able direction of Frank Larsen, Huntington Park Church, 
athletics have had a successful year, with competition in baseball, basketball, 
and ping-pong. 

The Extension Committee has visited various leagues for promotional 
purposes; subscriptions to the Luther League Review have been emphasized 
and greatly increased; a two day retreat at the Lutheran Camp was success- 
fully sponsored; fine fellowship throughout the district has been fostered; 
and one new league, Santa Monica, has been added to the roster, with one 
or two others expected to be added shortly. 

Present indications are that about a half dozen leaguers of the district 
will attend the bi-ennial convention this summer. 


Respectfully submitted, 
H. A. ANSPACH, Adviser 


Report adopted. 
The Rev. Robert S. Romeis presented the Report of the Luther League 


Adviser of the Northern Conference. 
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REPORT OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE WORK (NORTHERN DISTRICT) 


ther League of the Northern District met in Convention at First 
Gpeeer: mo on “November 2nd and 3rd. The Convention opened with 
a banquet on Saturday evening at the Hotel Fresno, the Convention head- 
quarters. Dean James Malloch of St. James’ Cathedral was the speaker of 
the evening. His subject was “What Can Young People Believe Today? 
Mr. Robert Inslee, National Luther League Vice-President, and Mr. Howard 
Logan also spoke. The latter brought out the fact that the Luther League 
of California. has been very lax in the matter of subscriptions to the Luther 
League Review, and he urged that this year a definite improvement be 
shown. Mr. Roy Vosseler of San Jose was chosen to lead the District as 
President. . 

Sunday morning the Leaguers attended the Holy Communion Service 
held at First Church. Rev. Robert S. Romeis preached the sermon on the 
theme of the Convention, “Thy Will Be Done”. After the installation 
of the officers, the young folks toured to the Friant Dam and saw the be- 
ginning of that great project. 

Since the Convention the Executive Committee has held two meetings. 
Plans are under way for a Spring Rally to be held on May 25th at St. Mark’s 
Church, San Francisco. The Leagues have shown an increase in Luther 
League Review subscriptions, but a real increase in general interest has 
not been evidenced. One issue of the District publication, “The Microphone” 
was published by St. John’s League of Sacramento, 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT S. ROMEIS, Adviser 
Report adopted. 
Rev. D. Edward Wright presented the Report of St. David’s Camp. 


REPORT OF ST. DAVID’S CAMP 
July 1-11, 1940 

It has been the good fortune of our Synod to place a definite Summer 
Camp Program before our youth for the past 15 years. There is no other 
program that will quite touch the hearts and lives of youth so much as a 
Camp Program. Those of us who have had this responsibility—The Rev. 
W. H. Derr, Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman, Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Rev. E. T. 
May, Rev. D. Edward Wright, and Frank Larsen, can truthfully say as in- 
structors that we love our work with the youth, we love their fellowship, 
their laughter, their kindness and their joy. 

The program consists of discussion groups, worship and devotional ex- 
periences, contact with other boys and girls, supervised recreation and sports, 
camp skills and crafts; in fact every element of the total program is built 
to meet the needs of boys and girls who are growing, spiritually, physically 
and mentally. 

There were 38 boys at camp. The receipts totaled $393.45. Disburse- 
ments $384.42. Balance for period $9.03. Amount carried forward $121.65. 
A grand total of $130.68 deposited in Bank of America, Alhambra, under the 
account of St. David’s Lutheran Camp of the Southern Conference. The 
account was duly audited and found correct. 


Respectfully submitted, 


D. EDWARD WRIGHT, Chief _ 
Report adopted. — 


Rev. J. P. Beasom presented the report of the Social Missions Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


Your committee has devoted itself to the task of carrying out the 
program and suggestions of the Board of Social Missions of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America. Active work is being carried on both in the 
north and south by special inner mission societies. 

The institutes which were planned by the Board for the Pacific coast were 
cancelled because of the difficulty of the transportation of speakers from the 
east. It is hoped that this may be possible during the coming year. 

Following the promotional program, your chairman held evangelism 
meetings with the youth of the church throughout September and October 
at San Diego, Pasadena, Fresno, Phoenix, Sacramento and Richmond. 
These were all well attended. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 
Report was adopted. 
Rev. J. Edward Oslund presented the report of the Claims Committee. 


REPORT OF THE CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
The following claims are approved by your committee: 


APE ATISHOLLAMON CXPENSCS] ge ee eee eect ed So ciwlenn tenes - $167.69- 
Special Claims: 
Ministerial Education Committee ...........c.2eccccceccclececcceccceeesee $ 84 
Women’s Organizations Committee 1.63 
Transportation Commissioner ..................... 3.85 
SEENHEY (oye COLOULE Ys) os Ofoy cov eq 8 Grex: pee nce nae eee 1.26. 
TV STMT LOT Mead ANE OT psa se ees ag coast cba een osease da sa staseepaies 5.00 
Conventions Stenographers 2:2. sec cee eaves ste eaten 10.00 
TURPCO SES Ole SA1e sOLOETISLOTICS 2s eiseen secs. ose sace one cecee season secesdees 3.80 
PPOStAPCBON EHISLOTICS CLC. ae nee- ces eeret occ csnees oeseent cts ots seat Sine eee we nsace 6.94 
PROUaIE SO DCClaleC LATIN mee er. es eh SG al ocaee Sree 33.32 
PISO GU LATTA G ert 0 SE re ee $201.01 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 
Report was adopted. 
Rev. J. P. Beasom presented the Report of the Committee on Ministerial 
Education. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


At the last meeting of Synod the only request for ministerial aid was 
that of Paul H. Wolpert for two hundred and fifty dollars aid to continue 
his studies for the ministry at Mt. Airy Theological Seminary. Synod 
granted this aid and also approved a request to the Board of Education 
for seventy-five dollars for his transportation expense. 

In September of 1940, Albert Alvin Alsop, a member of the Hollywood 
Lutheran Church, applied for two hundred dollars Synodical aid to continue 
his studies as a junior in Midland College. After considerable correspond- 
ence with members of the Committee, and also with the approval of the 
Executive Committee of Synod, this aid was granted and a request for 
thirty dollars from the Board of Education approved. 

Both of these young men have good reports—Paul Wolpert standing 
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in the first third of his class and Albert Alvin Alsop in the middle third 


of his class. 
Applications for renewal of aid, properly filled out and signed by each of 
the above named students, are in the hands of your Committee. 


We recommend: 

First, That Synodical aid of two hundred and fifty dollars be granted 
Paul H. Wolpert to continue his studies in Mt. Airy Theological Seminary. 

Second, That Synodical aid of two hundred dollars be granted Albert 
Alvin Alsop to continue his studies for the ministry at Midland College, 
and also, a grant of thirty dollars from the Board of Education for trans- 
portation. 

Third, That hereafter any person desiring Synodical aid to study for 
the ministry shall be required to appear in person before the Committtee, 
or the chairman of the Committee, or such person or persons whom the 
chairman may appoint. 

THE COMMITTEE 

Report adopted. 

Rev. H. J. Weaver presented the verbal report of the Examining Com- 
mittee, stating that no applications had been made, and therefore no work 
had been done. 

Dr. E. A. Trabert presented the Report of the Transportation Commis- 
sioner. 


REPORT OF THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 


Many and heavy demands have been made upon your Transportation 
Commissioner during the past year. The renewal of the passes for the 
President of the Synod was secured, and transportation for the members 
of the Executive Committee and of the Mission Committee also was pro- 
vided for. It has further been our privilege to secure free transportation 
for several members of the Synod who were engaged in official duties in 
behalf of the Church and its work. The presence of Dr. Paul H. Roth at 
this convention of the Synod was secured through free transportation pro- 
vided by the Great Northern Railroad from Minneapolis, Minn., to Portland, 
Oregon, and by the Southern Pacific Company from Portland to Los Angeles. 
As far as I have been able to determine the Synod of California has been 
saved more than $300.00 by this service. 


In addition to serving the Synod it has been my privilege to aid many 
of the missionaries of the United Lutheran Church in securing clerical 
transportation to eastern points after arriving from the orient. 


In view of the splendid assistance given to the Synod in its work by 
providing free transportation I would recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution to be transmitted to Mr. M. Deppen, General Passenger Agent 
of the Southern Pacific, also to the General Passenger Agent of the 
Santa Fe Railroad: 


_RESOLVED, That the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, hereby expresses its gratitude to the 
Southern Pacific Company, also to the Santa Fe Railroad for the splendid 
Se areas gies pate been granted to this body during the past year. In 
t ervice they have aided greatly in promoting th i 
pie cand hein. gz y p ng the cause of righteousness 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the S i i 

5 ynod of California be directed 
to forward a copy of this resolution to the Southern Paci 
to the Santa Fe Railroad Company. pai tare aay fr 


In securing the transportation indicated above your Transportation . 
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Commissioner has expended the sum of $3.85. 
Respectfully submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, 
Transportation Commissioner. 
The report was adopted. 
See a three minute recess, an address was given by Dr. Paul H. 
The session was closed with prayer by Dr. J. A. M. Ziegler. 


FOURTH SESSION 
Los Angeles, California, May 9, 1941 - 2:00 P.M. 

Meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. W. C. Miller. 

The roll was called. 

The minutes of the Third Session, approved as corrected. 

The following visitors were introduced: The Revs. A. L. Groseclose, Karl 
Klinger, Fred C. Wiegman, D.D., and A. M. Knudsen, D.D. 

Rev. Snyder presented Dr. John A. M. Ziegler, and greeted him on his 
86th birthday. 

The tellers reported the election of Rev. Wm. H. Derr, as President. 

Mr. Emil Sass presented the Report of the Synodical Brotherhood. 


REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
Los Angeles, Calif., May 9, 1941 

The Brotherhood of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California was 
organized at the meeting of Synod in San Jose, California, in April of 1940. 

At this meeting there were present 27 laymen of the various churches 
of Synod. 

The meeting was called to order by. Wm. Bening, chairman of the Com- 
mittee appointed by Synod to establish a State Brotherhood. 

A constitution was presented and adopted. 

The following name was also adopted at this time: California Lutheran 
Brotherhood of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of California. 

The following officers were elected to serve for one year: 

President—Wm. Bening of Sacramento. 
Vice-President—Dr. C. B. Witter of Los Angeles. 
Secretary—E. W. Sass of San Francisco. 
Treasurer—Clarence L. Derr of Pasadena. 

A dinner was held on the evening of our organization, attended by 
40 laymen and pastors. 

This organization is the youngest of our Synod and our officers have 
more or less been feeling our way around to ascertain just what we can 
do and how we can do it. Our aim and purpose is to encourage the estab- 
lishment of Brotherhoods in all of our churches and to encourage our men 
to enter more actively into the whole work of the church. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. W. SASS, President 

Report adopted. 

The Rev. H. W. Opperman presented the Report of Delegates to the 
United Lutheran Church Convention. 
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REPORT OF DELEGATES TO THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH CONVENTION AT OMAHA 


The twelfth Biennial Convention of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, held at Omaha, Nebraska, October 9-16, can well be classed as 
different, unique and history making. For one thing it was the first con- 
vention held west of the Mississippi. It was a convention in which the 
younger men of the church were predominant, especially the laymen. It 
was a convention which expressed itself definitely and solidly on vital issues 
concerning the life of the church, and the spiritual condition of its individual 
members. And it was a convention which showed an unmistakable faith 
in the Great Head of the church, our Saviour Jesus Christ, and a ready 
courage and keen optimism in His work among all people. Pessimism and 
gloom were not to be found. The feeling that permeated the air was one 
of vision, determination and cheerfulness. 

Eight men from California attended the sessions, and each was faithful 
to the task assigned him. Several were appointed to important committees. 
Two California men, Mr. Fritz Noel and Dr. H. A. Anspach were placed on 
the ballot of the convention for election to U. L. C. A. Standing Committees. 
Mr. Noel obtained better than one-third of the convention vote, but was 
defeated on the fourth ballot. Dr. Dorn was instrumental in bringing the 
subject of vice-president of the U. L. C. A. to the attention of the con- 
vention, which matter is now under consideration by the Executive Com- 
mittee. Other than that your delegation made no outstanding contribution 
to the convention, except to enter into the debate on various questions. 


The questions before the convention were big ones—issues which were 
highly controversial. The most important was without doubt the rela- 
tionship of the United Lutheran Church to the American Lutheran Church. 
A complete report of the proceedings on this question can be found in 
the minutes of the convention, and the situation as it now stands, is contained 
in a brief letter sent to all pastors by Dr. Knubel, dated, April 14, 1941. 
At the convention the issue produced much debate, some good, some not so 
good, some intelligent, some rather personal. However, through it all there 
was a spirit of trying to get something done about the whole question of 
Lutheran unity. The high point in the entire debate was when President 
Knubel stepped out of the chair, and addressed the convention, clarifying 
the issue, and asking for a vote of confidence in the committee assigned 
to this important work. ; 


The second important issue to come before the convention was the new 
Pension Plan. Two years ago, this plan was voted down by the convention, 
and referred to the Pension Board for further study, with the recommenda- 
tion _that a plan be devised whereby all pastors would be given an equal 
pension upon retirement. At Omaha, the contributory plan identical to 
the one proposed at Baltimore, was passed almost unanimously. In brief it 
calls for 5% of the pastor’s salary to be paid by the church, 5% by the 
pastor himself, plus 15% of the total yearly salary where there is free par- 
sonage, into an annuity fund. At 65 years of age payments may begin on a 
retirement plan. The plan becomes effective when 500 congregations ap- 
prove it. Since the convention certain changes have been made in the old 
plan which look toward its continuation, in the event a congregation does 
not enter the Contributory Plan. 


The third issue of importance was the church’s statement on Conscien- 
tious Objectors, The question was brought on the floor by the Executive 
Committee. Immediately many other proposals were made. All of them, 
comprising the whole subject of conscientious objection were taken up at one 
time. Although there was much heated debate, and attempts to kill the 
entire issue, the action finally taken was one of wisdom and of far reaching 
importance. The final seat of authority rests in the individual conscience. 
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The church believes in the defense of a man’s country. A man owes it to 
his country to protect it with his life if need be: If he conscientiously 
objects, the church is ready to help him, and does not criticize or condemn 
him, but comes to his defense and does all it can. The action of the church 
further specifically states that “nothing in the pronouncements of this 
convention on the rights of the conscientious objector shall be construed 
as allowing the right of any member of a congregation of the United Lutheran 
Church in America to refuse to register under the Selective Service and 
Training Act of 1940 of the United States.” It is interesting to note in 
this connection that over 100 delegates present at the convention had to 
register. 

One of the highly dramatic incidents of the convention was the re- 
ception of the Icelandic Synod into membership in the United Lutheran 
Church. President K. K. Olafson was asked to address the convention on 
the occasion of the reception of his Synod, and in clear and straightforward 
language told the delegates assembled just what it meant both to the 
U. L. C. A. and to the Icelandic Synod to become a part of one another. 

Many other items of interest were keenly followed. Reports of Boards 
and the new apportionment distributions, were subjects of concern to all. 
It is evident that the United Lutheran Church is making a real contribution 
to the religious life of our country. Perhaps an item of interest that would 
affect all our congregations, was the attempt to combine the many periodicals 
in existence throughout tne church at the present time, into three great 
publications. The plan would have called for a popular weekly, a worker’s 
monthly, and a theological quarterly. The plan was voted down, and the 
entire subject of church periodicals again referred to committee for further 
study. 

From an entertainment standpoint, the convention left little to he 
desired. The Omaha convention committee did all it could to make the week 
a pleasant one for the delegates. The trip to Midland College and Western 
Seminary opened many an Eastern eye to the far reaching work done by our 
educational institutions of the far west. The great choral festival on Sunday 
evening was an outstanding treat. The Laymen’s Banquet was one of the 
largest ever held at any convention. All in all the convention can be classed 
as a success, in the business accomplished, in the facilities for the dele- 
gates, and especially in the broader viewpoint given to the church at large 
of the whole work of the whole church. 

Those attending from California were, The Revs. W. H. Derr, J. Geo. 
Dorn, D.D., O. Awerkamp, H. W. Opperman. Messrs. Fritz Noel, W. E. Le- 
bold, Harry O’Brien and George F. Kohl. 

The report was adopted. 

Dr. E. A. Trabert presented the Report of the Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee. 


REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 


The work of this committee is necessarily conducted chiefly by the 
chairman, who is also the official representative of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the United Lutheran Church in California, and practically for 
the entire Pacific Coast. 

One year ago I reported, and I quote, “Never since the organization of 
the United Lutheran Church in America has there been such an exodus of 
missionaries from the Pacific Coast”. This year I report that “never has 
there been such an influx of missionaries from the orient as during the 
past six months”. Due to unstable world conditions and possibility of 
conflict across the Pacific all women and children have been ordered home 
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from our fields in Japan and China. Many of the men missionaries have 
also returned, leaving but a small force to carry on the work. It has 
been my privilege to meet and assist not less than twenty of our missionaries 
and their families, and there are still many more to come. Provision has 
been made for their entertainment before starting eastward. I have also 
secured clergy privileges for them, to say nothing of looking after many 
business and financial interests. It would not be possible for me to name 
all who have been assisted. 

As chairman of this committee, with the cooperation and assistance of 
Dr. J. George Dorn and the president of the Southern Conference, itineraries 
were arranged for several of our missionaries. Miss Elvira Strunk, a 
missionary to China, has been unable to return to her field and has visited 
practically all of the congregations of the Synod. She will be present at 
this convention, after which she will go to the Rocky Boy Mission of the 
Board of American Missions to assist in that work. Miss Louise Miller, now 
enroute to India visited many congregations both in the Southern and 
Northern Conference. 

At the beginning of the Epiphany Season I sent notices to all of the 
pastors of the Synod urging them to present the cause of Foreign Missions. 
From replies received I am assured that every pastor responded to the appeal. 
According to reports received practically all used the material provided by 
our Board of Foreign Missions. I thank the brethren for this splendid re- 
sponse. 

How many members of our congregations subscribe for the “Foreign 
Missionary”, the official publication of our Foreign Mission Board? This 
publication is without doubt the most neglected publication of our United 
Lutheran Church. I would recommend that every congregation secure 
copies for distribution. The cost is small. 


At the last convention of the Synod the following recommendation was 

unanimously adopted. “Your Committee recommends that they be authorized 
to make a study of the matter of securing a Missionary Home to which our 
missionaries might turn upon their arrival in America, to make a report 
at the next convention of the Synod.” This resolution has been lost, or 
forgotten. Our Lutheran Church is practically the only religious body in 
America which does not provide such facilities for home-coming, or out- 
going missionaries. Will the Synod of California ever establish an Old 
Peoples’ Home? Only God knows. If they do provision should be made 
for providing facilities for our missionaries as a temporary home either 
enroute to their field, or upon return from their field. 
é The expense involved in the work of the chairman of this committee 
is not light. The Synod of California, through its treasury, contributed 
a small sum. The Board of Foreign Missions has also provided for part 
of the expense. At the same time the chairman of your committee has 
expended more than received from both of these sources. No claim is 
presented. This is labor of love, and love never counts the cost. 


Let it be said that, notwithstanding the stress of the time 
, Ss, the work | 
of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ in distant lands will not stop. The 
command, “Go ye” still stands. What is needed today is prayer and more | 


prayer, and gifts and more gifts h 
this work. gilts, to show our love for our Lord. Pray for 


Respectfully submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, Chairman, 


Forei: issi 
Report was adopted. gn Mission Committee. 


The tellers reported the election of Rev. C. F. Crouser as Secretary. 
Upon motion the tellers were instructed to conduct the election for the 
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Treasurer, Statistician and Archivist, on one ballot. 

Dr. E. A. Trabert addressed the convention on Lutheran World Action. 
The matter of contributing $1,500 to this cause was discussed, and upon 
ee the matter was referred to the Executive Committee with power to 
act. 

The Tellers reported the election of Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl as Treasurer, 
the Rev. Robert S. Romeis as Statistician, and the Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman 
as Archivist. 

; Delicious ice-cold drinks were served by the ladies of the host church. 

Upon motion, the President, two Vice-Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer 
were elected the Trustees of Synod. 

The Rev. Guy L. Hudson presented the Report of the Student Work 
Committee. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 


The Student Work in the Northern Conference is carried on under the 
auspices of the Lutheran Student’s Association of America, with Pastor 
Munson of the Augustana Synod, as adviser. These are approximately 200 
Lutheran students registered at U. C. at Berkeley. 

The Student Work in the Southern Conference continues on the same 
basis as last year. The Luther Associates, a group of representatives of 
the various Lutheran bodies, is sponsoring the work with Mr. J. A. Schroeder 
of the American Lutheran Conference as President; Mrs. Arthur H. Behrens, 
Secretary, and Mr. C. J. Boe, Treasurer. The American Lutheran Conference, 
and the Board of Education, U. L. C. A., each grant an appropriation of 
$425.00 per year, and the Luther Associates, through their governing body 
raise the remainder of the budget, which this year is $1,200. 

Mrs. Amelia B. Conrey, Santa Monica, California, is part-time secre- 
tary on a salary of $50.00 per month, and $25.00 per month traveling expense. 
Mrs. Conrey has been fortunate in arranging a number of inter-collegiate 
meetings during the year, with outstanding speakers and attendance of 
upwards of 75 Lutheran students present. 

Notable was the Third Annual Lutheran Student’s Association Con- 
ference of the Pacific Southwest Region, held in Fresno, February 21-23. 
75 students were registered, representing 14 colleges and universities, 26 
students from tthe Southern Conference attended, with delegates from 
U. ©. L. A., U. S. C., City College, L. A., Pepperdine, Santa Barbara State, 
Santa Monica Junior, and Fullerton Junior. Plans are under way for the 
1942 conference to be held at City College, L. A. during the last week in 
February. 

Luther Clubs are now meeting in the following: 

U. C. L. A—An average of two meetings each month are held, with 
an average attendance of 27 students. Until recently Rev. C. B. Holand, 
Santa Monica has been student adviser. The work is now cared for by 
Pastor Lechleitner and Mrs, Conrey. 

U. S. C.—Luncheon meetings are held during the first and third week 
of each month, approximately 15 students are in attendance at each of 
these meetings. At present Rev. Egertson of the American Conference is 
student adviser. 

City College, L. A.—Discussion groups meet here, twice each month 
for two hour periods. Rev. Candow, of West Los Angeles, is student adviser, 
and an average of 20 are in attendance. 

Pasadena—Four meetings have been held during the year, with an 
average attendance of 12. Dr. Anspach is student adviser. 
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Fullerton—Four meetings were held here also during the year. Pastor 
Hunziger is student adviser. - 

Santa Ana—A Luther Club meets here regularly, with Rev. Busdicker 
as student adviser, and Miss Eleanor Magnuson as assistant. 

Mrs. Conrey reports progress in organizing student work at Santa Bar- 
bara, with Pastor Noess as student adviser. Two meetings have been held 
thus far. 

THE COMMITTEE 

The report was adopted. 

Mr. F. G. Noel was nominated as the Southern layman on the Executive 
Committee. Upon motion the Secretary cast the unanimous ballot for 
Mr. F. C. Noel. 

Dr. W. F. Poat presented the Report of the State of the Church. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH 


Thirty reports were received. Twenty-four report increasing attendance, 
two stationary, four decreasing. Twenty-one have but one service. All 
use the Common Service Book. The average attendance at the morning 
service is 1438. This average would be considerably lower but for the large 
attendance on special occasions, such as Christmas, Palm Sunday, Easter 
and Mother’s Day. Eleven report evening services, some only during Lent 
with an average attendance of 40. Fourteen have mid-week services during 
Lent with an average attendance of 43. The answers to the question of 
family worship are very indefinite, but leave much to be desired. The 
number of communion services varies from 4-8, with about 85% of the 
membership communing once a year. Some special evangelistic effort was 
made during the year, mostly during Lent. The Sunday Schools all use 
the Augsburg lesson helps. Forty percent of the attendants attend morning 
worship, being in large part adults. Out of a probable 279 council members 
only 87 are reported as belonging to Sunday School. These figures do not 
include Hollywood and Glendale, who did not report the number, but all 
council men as members. Nearly all pastors are teachers of Bible classes 
and one is also superintendent. Teachers are generally reported as being 
consecrated workers. About 80% of the enrolled members attend Sun- 
day School. As for the drifting tendencies of the young people in some of 
the churches, the answers are varied, but as to causes indifference, lack of 
home influence, and “the world, the flesh and the devil” are cited. ‘The 
choirs are reported as faithful. Twenty-four have Luther League Societies, 
reporting from good interest to “not so hot”. Ten churches have Children 
of the Church, meetings being held once a month on Sunday mornings. 
Highteen brotherhoods were reported. ‘The pastors generally report these 
organizations as being beneficial to the church, without being specific. All 
the churches operate on a budget system and twenty-three use Duplex 
envelopes. About 70% are reported as being faithful in the payment of 
their pledges. What about the other 30%? The average being from a low 
of 30% to a high of 100%. Eight congregations provide parsonages. Pastor’s 
salaries range from a low of $900 to a high of $3,600, or an average of $1913. 
Benevolence contributions still lag but are somewhat higher than last year. 
About one-half of the pastors report that the work is becoming more 
difficult, some, as being unchanged and the remainder find the work less 
difficult. There is a deepening of the spiritual life among some of the 
members. The lines of demarcation between increased Spirituality on the 
one hand and a growing worldliness on the other are being more sharply - 
drawn. “Because iniquity shall abound and the love of many shall grow cold.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. F. POAT 
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Upon motion the following statement from the Lutheran of April 23, 
1941, was ordered added to the report. 

SOME FIGURES: Fifty per cent of the congregations in the California 
“Synod paid the full apportionment last year. A total of $13,562 was paid, 
which is $2,073 in excess of the year before. Total benevolences for 1940 
reached the high point of $23,403. The amount contributed for current ex- 
penses is less than the previous year, almost the exact amount of the gain 
in the apportionment. This signifies, “less for ourselves and more for 
others,” which is a wholesome sentiment. A gain of 100 in the number of 
communicants is nothing to breathe peace into our souls. It is possible that 
some of us are not playing fair with “old man” apportionment. 

Just how 1,628 “accessions” in one column can dwindle down to 100 in 
another, must be charged to some magic process of elimination known only 
to church councils—(From “The Lutheran, 4/23/41, pg. 29. Golden Gate 
Nuggets by Dr. Wm. E. Crouser.) 


The report was adopted as amended. 
Dr. J. George Dorn presented his report as Trustee of Midland College. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEE OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 


As your Trustee I am happy to report phenomenal progress in practically - 
all the departments. A spirit of optimism is evidenced everywhere. At 
the age of 54 our college shows signs of real life. The enemies of an in- 
different territory, an unbalanced budget, and a disorganized administration 
and faculty have been definitely routed and turned into real assets. A 
greater future for our college is now assured. 

The following items are gleaned from the President’s Report: 

“PROGRESS is noted in the enrollment and finances. The enroliment 
reached its highest level in any year with 162 freshmen, 72 sophomores, 
49 juniors, 25 seniors and 23 irregulars or a total of 331 students during the 
first semester; and 139 freshmen, 61 sophomores, 42 juniors, 36 seniors, and 
19 irregulars or a total of 297 students the second semester. Losses were 
due to financial conditions, scholastic failures, and opportunities for employ- 
ment on the part of the students. The budget was balanced last year, but 
it will take considerable extra effort to accomplish the same result this year. 
The property has required a great amount of repair and improvement. 

“Other items of progress will include: (a) Revision of the By-Laws; 
(b) Crystallization of the discussion concerning the separation of the ad- 
ministration of the college and seminary into the formulation of definite 
resolutions for the consideration of synods; (c) Inauguration of the monthly 
promotional paper Lutheran Higher Education; (d) Consistent retirement 
of the capital indebtedness; (e) Unified support on the part of eight synods; 
(f) Seating of the Trustees from the Pacific and California Synods; (g) 
Continued support by the city of Fremont on a five year program of $2500 
per year; (h) Improvement of the physical property; () Successful pro- 
motion of the Debate and Theatre tournaments.” 

The credit for these accomplishments must be attributed to the ef- 
ficient leadership of the President, Dr. Fred C. Wiegman. 

I attended one meeting of the Board last October in connection with 
the U. L. C. A. Convention in Omaha and a special meeting in August as 
the representative of the President of the Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 


J. GEORGE DORN 
In connection with this report Dr. F. C. Wiegman spoke upon the work 
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of the Midland College. The report was adopted. 

The tellers reported the election of Robert Paden as lay member of 
the Executive Committee from the Northern Conference. Mr. W. E. Lebold 
was nominated as lay member of the Home Mission Committee from the 
Southern Conference. The Secretary was instructed to cast the unanimous 
ballot of Synod for him. 

The Trustee of Midland College Board was authorized to secure neces- 
sary information regarding the proposed separation of Western Seminary 
and Midland College, and report back to the Synodical Executive Committee. 

Under unfinished business the application of the Village Church of 
Westwood, was considered, and upon motion, the church’s application for 
membership in Synod was approved, and the congregation welcomed into 
Synod. 

The tellers reported the election of Dr. BE. A. Trabert as the Northern 
clerical member of the Home Mission Committee. 

Dr. Paul H. Roth, D.D., addressed the Synod at 4:30. At 5 o'clock 
a memorial service was held under the direction of the Necrologist. Dr. 
W. E. Crouser spoke on the life and work of Rev. Jacob S. Moser, and 
President Derr spoke on the life and work of Rev. Jens Christian Pedersen. 


Ju Memorian 


THE REY. JENS CHRISTIAN PEDERSEN 


The Rev. Jens Christian Pedersen was born in the parish of 
Bkoldborg, Jutland, Denmark, January 24, 1856. In his eighty- 
fifth year he entered the Church Triumphant on July 11, 1940, 
from the parsonage of our Lutheran Church at Charlotte Amalie, 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. 

His ministry, covering sixty years, was in Australia, Europe, 
Africa, South America, North America and in the West Indies. 

One who knew him well and loved him much left this testi- 
mony: “Pastor Pedersen truly had the world as his parish for 
he ministered to five continents and to the isles of the sea. The 
geographical extent of his ministry is worthy of note, but Pastor 
Pedersen’s life is notable in that the spiritual dimensions were 
as great as the geographical.” 

And so say we all who knew him and loved him for his worth’s 
sake. Even in his youth he had “a transformed vision of the 
Great Commission and of his missionary calling”. 

After only four years in our Home Mission field in Salinas, 
he received a call to take up evangelistic work on the west coast 
of Africa. He adopted a son in Muhlenberg Mission who was a 
worthy son even as Timothy was the Spiritual son of St. Paul. 

His last call to service came when he was resting under the 
palms of California. This time it was to minister again, as his 
physical strength might permit, among the dark-skinned Chris- 
tians of the Virgin Islands. Here on an island that once belonged 
to his native land, his gentle spirit took its flight to the homeland 
of the soul. 


THE REV. JACOB S. MOSER 


The Rev. Jacob S. Moser, was born in Tennessee 91 years ago. 
He entered Gettysburg College, but afterward transferred to 
Roanoke from which he was graduated in 1877. He was licensed 
to preach by the Southwest Virginia Synod and was ordained by 
the same Synod in 1878. 

After several pastorates in the east, the last of which was 
the First Lutheran Church of Richmond, Va., he came to Cali- 
fornia. 

Upon the retirement of Rev. Oliver Miller from the First 
Church in San Francisco, Rev. Moser supplied the pulpit for 
some length of time. 

Then he moved his family to Riverside, California, and 
organized the Trinity Lutheran Church of that city. 

Because of ill health he retired from the ministry, and lived 
for several years in San Jose, after which he resided in Washing- 
ton, D.C. Upon his return to the east, he transferred his mem- 
bership to the Maryland Synod. Eleven years ago he came back 
to San Jose, united with Grace Lutheran Church, and was a 
faithful and generous worker until the day of his death. On 
Sunday morning, December 8th, 1940, a few minutes after he 
had entered the church for worship, he suddenly dropped down 
in his pew, and was gone within a few minutes. 
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The Synodical Brotherhood Banquet was served in the convention church 
after which a Round Table Discussion followed. 

At 8:00 P.M., the Vesper Service was conducted by Dr. Earnest A. Trabert 
assisted by Dr. D. J. Snyder. The address was delivered by the Rev. Henry 
J. Pflum, D.D., President of the Board of American Missions. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Los Angeles, California, May 10, 1941 - 9:00 A.M. 

The roll was called. 

The devotional was conducted by the Chaplain, “The Witnessing Church”, 
based on Luke 24:48. 

The minutes of the fourth session were approved as read. 

The Report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel, with time limits 
set, was adopted. 

Dr. W. E. Crouser presented the Report of the Committee on the Presi- 
dent’s Report. 

COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


The affairs of Synod have been administered in a highly satisfactory 
manner. Records are definite, revealing the activities of a busy office. 
The needs and problems of the congregations have been met with prompt 
and wise counsel. Official acts have been performed with dignity and order. 


Two recommendations are presented. We suggest that the first be 
referred to the Committee on Social Missions and that action on the second - 
be deferred. 

The report was adopted. 


Dr. H. A. Anspach presented the following resolution. 


RESOLUTION 


Resolved, that the Executive Committee be hereby solemnly charged to 
ascertain by persistent and insistent inquiry why some congregations habitu- 
ally fail to meet benevolence apportionments, and to seek, by conference 
with pastors and councilmen of such congregations, and by other proper 
and effective means, that the provisions of the constitution relating to 
apportionments be carried out by all congregations. 

Signed, 


HARRY R. ALLEN 

H. W. OPPERMAN 

J. P. BEASOM 

O. J. SHERRICK 

H. A. ANSPACH 

CLEMENT F. JOHNSEN 

EARNEST A. TRABERT 
A. R. TEMPLAR 

Resolution was adopted. 


Rev. H. W. Opperman presented th : 
and Papers. Bp the Report of the Committee on Letters 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND PAPERS 


Your Committee reports the following communications received at this 
Synod meeting: 

Fraternal greetings from 
Rocky Mountain Synod. 
Pacific Synod. 
California Lutheran Hospital Association. 
The Rey. F. S. Bistel, D.D., Fraternal Delegate from Pacific Synod. 
A cablegram from Miss Louisa A. Miller, one of Synod’s mis- 
sionaries. 


UE Boas 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 
The report was adopted, and the Secretary instructed to acknowledge 
all greetings. 
Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman presented the Report of the Committee on 
Minutes of Conferences. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINUTES 
OF CONFERENCES 


Examination of the minutes of the Northern and Southern Conferences 
revealed them to be in good order and up to date. There was nothing in 
them that need be referred to this body. Such items as were referred to 
the Executive Committee were taken care of. 

Results of the election of officers for the coming year are as follows: 

Northern Conference: 
President—Rev. Henry W. Opperman. 
Vice-President—Rev. Robert S. Romeis. 
Secretary-Treasurer—Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp. 
Southern Conference: 
President—Rev. Guy L. Hudson. 
Vice-President—Rev. Clifford B. Holand. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman. 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 

The report was adopted. 

Dr. W. E. Crouser presented the Report on the Committee on Steward- 
ship. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP 


Official reports from the congregations of the U. L. C. A., show very 
clearly a definite and permanent advance in the matter of paid benevolences. 
In our Synod there has been an advance of 6.7% over the previous year, 
showing 84.2% of the apportionment paid. Just one half the number of 
congregations paid the apportionment in full, with seven of these paying 
more than 100%. Three congregations advanced to the Honor Roll and 
one fell off. Sixteen congregations paid a larger percentage on the appor- 
tionment than they did the year before. Fifteen paid a less percentage 
but eight of these actually paid a larger amount. 

A few congregations are paying for apportioned benevolence an amount 
equal to 20% of their current expenses and are not on the Honor Roll, 
while some on the Honor Roll are paying an amount less than 8% of their 
current expenses. 
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One congregation paid nothing. 

Over 80% of our pastors ordered the free literature offered by the 
Laymen’s Movement, but only 64% report having made an Every-member 
Canvass. 7 

Under the new set-up which is beginning to function, the prospects 
for a 100% paid apportionment are very bright. At the Baltimore Convention 
in 1938, a resolution sponsored by the Laymen’s Movement, was adopted, 
calling upon the officers of the District Synods to engage in a systematic 
campaign for a general advance in the interests of Stewardship. 

The Executive Committee of the U. L. C. A. immediately appointed 
a committee “to investigate and appraise all agencies and instruments con- 
cerned with raising the benevolence funds of the church”. The report of 
this committee was submitted to the Omaha Convention and was unanimous- 
ly adopted, and it constitutes the set-up under which we are now operating. 
It embodies an extensive and intensive cultivation and a Scriptural direction 
of the resources of the churches in a combined movement in Christian 
giving. 

An attempt is being made to enlist the officers of all District Synods, 
Conferences, Brotherhoods, Luther League Districts, Missionary Societies, 
Church Councils, and all other organizations of a general character, in a 
campaign of education and service. 

This plan includes the appointment of a Stewardship Director in each 
congregation,—Adult groups for study of Christian Stewardship in each con- 
gregation,—Observance of the Calendar of Causes——and a wise and con- 
scientious use of the literature that is offered without cost. 

We recommend: 


1. That our pastors be charged with the appointment or the election 
of a Stewardship Director for his parish. 

2. That our congregations be advised to consider very earnestly the 
organization of Adult Groups for the Scriptural study of Stewardship. 

3. That we stress constantly the Calendar of Causes and use it to 
promote intelligent thinking and giving. 

4. That we express our appreciation of the Free Literature Offered by 
the Laymen’s Movement by ordering it and employing it as directed by it. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. E. CROUSER 
The report was received, and the recommendations considered seriatim. 
No. 1 was in process of consideration when the allotted time had elapsed, 
and the matter was referred to unfinished business. 


The Rev. H. Paul Romeis presented the Report of the Committee on 
“The Lutheran”, 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CIRCULATION PROMOTION 
OF THE LUTHERAN IN THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


Your Committee presented the cause of our church paper in a number 
of congregations and in these congregations a committee was appointed 
and splendid results obtained. In the congregations where we endeavored 
to secure results through letter the outcome was not so encouraging. 


The general average reached by all the Synods in the percentage quota 


in circulation was 10 per cent. Our Synod reached 13 per cent, thu re 
a little above the general average. p , S we a 


It was my intention to personally get into every congregation in my 
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territory and make an urgent plea for The Lutheran and if possible secure 
an organization or a committee or an individual to promote the circulation. 
In this I was hindered when last December my health went to pieces. 

I want to thank the pastors for their willingness and even their urgent 
desire to have the committee speak before their congregations. Also I want 
to thank the individuals and organizations who did the getting of subscrip- 
tions. We believe, by pursuing this somewhat personal plan, that large 
results can be obtained in practically all the congregations. 

We need not make a plea for the need of the church paper in every 
family. The circulation department of The Lutheran in Philadelphia makes 
an urgent request that a committee be again appointed to advance this 
much needed work in every congregation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 

Inasmuch as this committee is one of Southern Conference, and not of 
Synod, it was ordered that this report be incorporated as part of the pro- 
ceedings of this convention. 

Dr. Henry Irving Kohler presented the Report of the Home Mission 
Committee. 


REPORT OF THE HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, in the 
Jubilee Convention assembled: 

Your Home Mission Committee held six regular meetings during the 
year 1940-1941, 

The business consisted of the following: Organization of the Committee— 
the Rev. Henry Irving Kohler was elected Secretary. Reports received 
of canvasses made in Morningside, Inglewood, North Hollywood and Vallejo, 
California, under the supervision of Rev. George Vulgaris, Board of American 
Missions Survey Department representative, approved for the beginning of 
the new work in Morningside, and the purchase of lots 24, 25, 26, Tract No. 
12112, Morningside Park; addition of Inglewood, by the Board of American 
Missions, as a possible site for a new church. North Hollywood and Vallejo 
fields were referred to the pastors residing nearby, in keeping with the 
recommendation of the Board of American Missions. 

At the request of the Northern Conference, favorable action was taken 
requesting the Board of American Missions to make a canvass of St. Francis 
Wood, San Francisco, through their Department of Survey. 

Action was taken, following the request of the St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Los Angeles, for approval to sell their parsonage, and apply receipts 
on their first mortgage church debt, “That the Home Mission Committee 
does not look with favor upon the selling of this parsonage, deeming it in- 
advisable, inexpedient and impossible.” 


Appropriations for the year: \ 
Beverly Hills, Guy L. Hudson, pastor, $400.00—reduction of $100.00. 
Grace, Santa Barbara, Erwin T. May, pastor, $200.00—no reduction. 
Grace, Richmond, Orval A. Awerkamp, pastor, $550.00—reduction of $100.00. 
St. John’s, Gardena, G. Herbert Hillerman, pastor, $200.00—reduction 
of $100.00. 
St. John’s, Oakland, J. S. Herold, D.D., pastor, $780.00—reduction of $120.00. 
Temple, San Francisco, Henry F. Schmidt, pastor, $360.00—reduction of 


$20.00. 
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St. Paul’s, Los Angeles, Franklin P. Smith, pastor, under the Board of 
American Missions; St. Paul’s, Santa Monica, Clifford B. Holand, pastor, under 
the Board of American Missions, and Morningside Lutheran Mission, Ingle- 
wood, Franklin A. Swanson, pastor, under the Board of American Missions, 
made no application for appropriations. Therefore your Committee, with 
these exceptions, approved the applications, and the Secretary was in- 
structed to forward the report to the Executive Secretary of the Board of 
American Missions. 

St. Matthew’s, North Hollywood, becoming self-supporting January l, 
1941—was felicitated and placed in the classification as a self-supporting 
congregation. 


Recommendations: 

1. In view of the great growth of population in the territory of our 
Synod, we recommend that the Home Mission Committee consult with the 
Board of American Missions, as to the possibility of engaging a full-time 
field missionary, to become effective at the earliest possible date. 

2. That a canvass be made immediately under the Board of American 
Missions Survey Department, ascertaining the possibility of starting new - 
work in Burbank, California. 

3. That our Conference Presidents be authorized to act in a consulta- 
tive relationship with the Pacific Coast Regional Lutheran Conference, or- 
ganized for comity and parity in establishing new Lutheran work. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The recommendations were considered seriatim, but the report was 
referred back to the committee to be condensed. The allotted time was 
extended ten minutes. On the first recommendation, a substitute motion 
was passed, inviting Dr. A. M. Knudsen to survey the mission fields of our 
Synodical territory. The second recommendation was stricken from the 
report because it was covered by the former action. The third recommen- 
dation was adopted. 


Mr. William B. Scheehl presented a corrected copy of the report to the 
Claims Committee which was then approved by action of Synod. 


Under unfinished business, the recommendations of the Stewardship 
Committee were considered seriatim. Recommendations 2, 3, 4, and 5, were 
adopted. Recommendations 1 and 6 were stricken from the report. The 
report was adopted as a whole. 


The proposed Budget for 1941-1942 was adopted. 


Following a five minute recess, the Rev. Henry F. Pflum, D.D., and the 
Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D. addressed the Synod. 


Upon motion, the resolution of appreciation to the host church and its 
pastor was adopted to permit its being read at the service on the morning 
of May 11th. 


The session adjourned with a prayer by the Rev. William S. Dysinger, D.D. 

The Golden Jubilee Banquet was served in the Mona Lisa Restaurant ot 
Los Angeles at 6:30. Mr. F. C. Noel was general chairman, and Mr. Clarence 
B. Runkle served as toastmaster. The Rev. Fred C. Wiegman, D.D., and 
the Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D., were the speakers of the evening. 


The Youth Rally was held in the convention church on Sunday afternoon 
at 4:00. Dr. J. George Dorn conducted the Vesper Service. Mr. Howard L. 
Logan, member of the executive committee of the Luther League of America, 
read the scripture lesson and introduced the speaker, the Rev. Fred C. Wieg- 
man, D.D. The Youth Choir of Glendale furnished the special music. ‘The 
Rey. Clarence F. Crouser closed the meeting. 
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The Golden Jubilee Mass Meeting was held at 7:30 P.M., on Sunday 
evening in the convention church. The Rev. H. J. Weaver, DD., served as 
Liturgist. The scripture lesson was read by the Rev. G. H. Hillerman, D.D., 
with the prayer by the Rev. C. W. Maggart, D.D. The Rev. John E. Hoick, 
D.D., introduced the speaker of the evening, the Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D., 
and the Rev. William E. Crouser, D.D., conducted the closing service. Special 
music was provided by the choir of the Hollywood Lutheran Church. 


SIXTH, SESSION 
Los Angeles, California, May 12th, 1941 - 9:00 A.M. 
The roll was called. 


The devotional was conducted by the Chaplain on the theme, “The Vic- 
torious Church” based on 1st Corinthians, the 3rd Chapter. 

The minutes of the fifth session were approved as corrected. 

The Report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel, with time limits 
set, was adopted. 

Dr. J. George Dorn presented a verbal report of the Committee on Con- 
stitution. The motion prevailed that the word “Parish” be inserted in 
the title of “Church School Secretary”. : 

Dr. Howard A. Anspach presented the Report of the Golden Jubilee 
Committee: 


REPORT OF THE GOLDEN JUBILEE COMMITTEE 


The Golden Jubilee celebration is now history, and it remains but to 
make a report that a permanent record of the celebration might be left for 
the church of tomorrow. 

First in point of time and of importance, was the preparation and publi- 
cation of the History of Synod. It speaks for itself, records many things 
that might have been lost in time but for this publication, and it remains, 
too, as a splendid monument to the historian, the Rev. John Edward Hoick, 
D. D., because of the most excellent quality of the finished product. 

By action of the 1940 convention, this committee was authorized to have 
charge of the publication and distribution of the history. After careful 
investigation of all matters pertaining to such a publication, such as type, 
paper, size of page, illustrations, etc., bids were secured. These data were 
submitted to the Executive Committee, and the contract was awarded to 
the Stillman Printing Co. of Glendale, for the printing of a thousand copies 
of the history for $638.64, including tax, 600 with paper backs to sell for 
fifty cents, and 400 with cloth covers, to sell for one dollar each. The 
engravings cost about $194.00. In the meantime to insure the Synod against 
loss, definite commitments to purchase a given quota of the books was se- 
cured from a number of our congregations. When the edition was ready 
a vigorous sales campaign was made, and the Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman 
was made depositary of the same, and charged with the distribution of the 
book's and collection for the same. The entire edition was sold out by the 
time of the convention, the sale to bring in $675.00. The Rev. E. N. Spirer 
was appointed to conduct the sale of cuts that had been made especially 
for this history, that this additional revenue thus accruing might help meet 
the cost of publication. We hope this sale will net $100.00. If all are sold 
at the greatly reduced price which has been fixed, the net cost to the Synod 
on the entire publication will amount to between $75.00 and $100.00, small 
indeed for such a valuable record of the first fifty years of Synod’s history. 

The stationery of Synod was designed to call attention to the Fiftieth 
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Anniversary. Throughout the year, all issues of the Golden State Lutheran 
carried articles by the chairman of the committee, and others, on the forth- 
coming celebration. A sub-committee was appointed to prepare and send 
out suggestive sermon outlines on the jubilee year, and pastors were urged 
to prepare and deliver sermons, from time to time, relating to the Jubilee 
of Synod, and the objectives for the year. A special bulletin cover was pre- 
pared in sufficient quantity to supply all congregations of the Synod for one 
Sunday’s use in the autmn of 1940. This was done by the Stewardship 
Committee, the Rev. W. E. Crouser, D.D., chairman. A special gold paper 
bulletin cover was prepared and distributed for use in the congregations of 
the Los Angeles area on the Sunday prior to the convention for the sake of 
publicizing the special jubilee services among our people, from whom the 
attendance must be drawn. For promotional purposes, a synodical-wide ex- 
change of pulpits on the Sunday after Easter was planned under the direction 
of the committee. Publicity was given in The Lutheran through the offices 
of the reporters from Synodical territory, and under the direction of the 
Rev. Dr. J. George Dorn, and committee, much space with cuts of individuals 
and groups, was given in the papers of the city of Los Angeles, and throughout 
the metropolitan area. The full program of Synod, and the celebration, was 
printed with gold paper cover for use during the convention, and as a keep- 
sake of the occasion. 


By action of Synod, the giving of 100% of the apportioned benevolence 
and an increase of 10% in communing membership was set as the jubilee 
year objective for each congregation. As a result 84% plus, was contributed 
for benevolence, the highest in the history of Synod, and the net increase 
in Synod in communing members was 100. 


On the first evening of the convention, under the auspices of the Synodical 
Women’s Missionary Society, a program of music, all selections of which 
were at least fifty years old, was given. A gavel of rosewood, with a gold 
band, carrying an inscription of the Jubilee was presented by the Women’s 
Missionary Society at the hands of Mrs. P. J. Kramer, president, to the 
Synod, and received by the Synodical President Derr, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, pre- 
sided. A public reception followed this meeting. 


At the service on Friday evening, the Rey. Henry J. Pflum, D.D., of 
Buffalo, New York, President of the Board of American Missions, delivered 
the sermon. Music was furnished by the choir of the convention church. 
The Golden Jubilee Banquet was held in the Mona Lisa Restaurant on 
Saturday evening, with almost 300 people attending. Clarence B. Runkle, 
a life-long member of the convention church, and attorney for the Synod 
was toastmaster. Under direction of the chairman of the committee, a 
tribute of recognition was accorded many history-making lay-men and lay- 
women of the Synod, the respective pastors making the presentations. Splen- 
did addresses were given by the Rev. Fred C. Wiegman, D.D., of Midland 
College, and the Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D., President of the Northwestern 
Seminary. Their respective subjects were, “A Going Concern” and “Lutheran 
Frontiers’”’. 

On Sunday afternoon, a Youth Rally was held under the a ; 
Southern District Luther League. President Wiegman ade theta he 
subject being, “Tomorrow Is Ours”. The attendance was about 375. ; 

The celebration was brought to a fittin Climax a 
meeting service on Sunday evening, when Dr. Roth etc ane muhjece 
The Living Church”. Pioneer pastors of the Synod, whose connection with 
Synod averaged over 44 years, had been appointed to have parts in the ser- 
vice. The Choir of the Hollywood Church provided the music. The attend- 
ance was about 600. ; 

Respectfully submitted, 


H. A. ANSPACH 
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The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp presented the Report of the Committee 
on Excuses. 


REPORT CF THE COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


The excuses of twenty-two clerical members of the Synod of California 
were received by the Committee and accepted as legitimate. Those present- 
ing excuses are: Rev. Bitter, Lucas, Schreiber, Opperman, Isham, Dyreson, 
Chambers, Pryor, Oehler, Dentler, Bosserman, Leech, Altpeter, Geisler, 
Herold, Broyer, Poat, Gruver, May, Jatho, Mottern, and Fieblekorn. The 
excuses included financial inability, sickness, Mother’s Day and other duties 
as necessitating absence. 

Those failing to submit excuses were: Rev. Brandes, Meyer, Bateman, 
Holl. 

The committee recommends that all lay delegates be excused. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 
The report was adopted. 
The Secretary presented the Report of the Ministerium. 


REPORT OF THE MINISTERIUM 


The Ministerium of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, met 
in regular session and heard the report of the presidents of the two Con- 
ferences regarding unemployed pastors. The secretary reported that all 
unemployed pastors of the Synod were in good standing as members of 
churches within the bounds of Synod. 

The secretary was instructed to write letters of sympathy to the follow- 
ing brethren whose illness prevented their attending this Jubilee Celebra- 
tion: Dentler, Chambers and Pryor. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLARENCE F. CROUSER 

The report was adopted. 

Upon motion the offering at the Youth Rally on May 11th was ordered 
given to the Sustaining Fund of the Luther League of America through 
the Synodical treasury. 

The President of Synod acknowledged the gift of a gavel presented to 
the Synod by the Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod in Honor of 
the Golden Jubilee and the Executive Committee was instructed to select 
some suitable gift for that Society in recognition of the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of their group next year. 

Dr. J. George Dorn presented the Report of the Committee on Publicity. 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 


Your Committee sent out 50 news releases to the press in and around 
Los Angeles. Between 350 and 450 column inches appeared in the metro- 
politan press alone. 

We recommend that the Secretary of the Synod be instructed to express 
the thank's of this body to the following papers: 

The Los Angeles Times, The Herald-Express, The Los Angeles 
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Examiner, The Daily News, The Citizen-News. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. GEORGE DORN 


The. report was adopted and a vote of appreciation was given Dr. Dorn 
for his services as our publicity agent. 

The Examining Committee was charged with a study of the best manner 
to proceed in securing the reinstatement of the Rev. L. A. Harshman in 
the ministry. 

Dr. Herbert J. Weaver presented the Report of the Committee on 
Resolutions: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


We have been permitted in the providence of God to hold the sessions 
of our Fiftieth Anniversary in the First English Lutheran Church of Los 
Angeles, which stands as a memorial to the sainted previous pastor, The 
Rev. D. A. Huber, D.D., whose gracious presence seems to pervade this 
church. 


1. RESOLVED: That we are duly thankful to the Rev. Henry J. Pflum, 
Ph. D., of Buffalo, New York, the official representative of the U. L. C. A., 
President of the Board of American Missions, for his presence with us, and 
his helpful messages revealing the great opportunities of our church in 
the homeland. Further, that we are thankful for the inspiring messages of 
the Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D., of Minneapolis, and of the Rev. Fred C. Wieg- 
man, D.D., President of Midland College, and for the presence of Dr. A. M. 
Knudsen, Secretary of the Board of American Missions for the English 
churches. 


2. RESOLVED: That we deeply appreciate the cordial reception and 
continued and multiplied attentions which we have received at the hands 
of the pastor, Dr. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., and his capable wife, and of 
the members of the First Lutheran Church. 


We also record our thanks to the organists, and choirs, of the First 
Lutheran Church, and Hollywood Lutheran Church, and to the Youth Choir 
and organist of the Glendale Church, for excellent music in connection with 
our Golden Anniversary. That we also greatly appreciate the services of 
Miss Pearl Taake, Secretary of First Church. 


3. RESOLVED: That we thank the daily papers of Los Angeles, and 
of the metropolitan area, for their splendid accounts of the proceedings of 
our convention. 


4. RESOLVED, That we recognize the power of the intercessory prayers 
of the absentee members of our Synod. And we, in turn, pray for the healing 
of the sick, and the strengthening of the weak, and the comforting presence 
of the Holy Spirit in their hearts and homes. 


5. RESOLVED: That we extend our sympathy to the surviving members. 
of the family of Mrs. Minnie Mathias, the widow of a former pastor of Synod. 

6. RESOLVED: That we express our deep affection and gratitude to the 
Golden Jubilee Committee, for their ceaseless campaign in keeping the Anni- 
versary before all the pastors and congregations; for the excellent program 
for this convention which they prepared; also for the splendid manner in 
which they provided for the distribution and sale of the History of Synod. 

7. RESOLVED: That the Synod go on record as being unable to express 
adequately its gratitude to the Rev. J. E. Hoick, D.D., for the Fruitage of 
Fifty Years, most ably edited, admirably arranged, and attractively printed, 
and highly illustrated. We recognize the service of others who have done 


preliminary work, amongst whom were included, Dr. Maggart, Dr. Oehler, — 


ewes ee ee ee 
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————— 
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and Dr. Crouser. However, the enormity of his task, and the indefatigable 
activity which enabled him to complete it, cannot be overlooked. We owe 
him a debt of gratitude which can never be paid except in this expression 
of regard for his service of love. In the years to come, this monumental 
work will keep alive the memories of the past development of the Kingdom 
of God in the Pacific Southwest. Thank you, Dr. Hoick, your labors will 
never be forgotten by your brethren, and by your church. 

8. RESOLVED: That we express our appreciation to the Rev. Harry F. 
Allen, our Chaplain, for his most helpful and practical and spiritual addresses 
on “The Jubilee Church”. 

9. RESOLVED: That this body express its joy and congratulation to 
its President upon the voting of the Doctor of Divinity degree by his Alma 
Mater, the Susquehanna University, the same taking place the latter part 
of this month. And, that this expression be made by standing. 

10. RESOLVED: In time of war, the church faces her most difficult 
task. The forces of evil operate most violently to divide mankind and to 
impair spiritual unity. 

The whole world is distraught and divided. The suffering masses cry 
out in anguish. There is only one way of life that can unite mankind, and 
put an end to this constant repetition of self-torture. There is but one 
Saviour, Christ the Lord. In a world torn by hatreds and conflicting loyal- 
ties, His church still stands, and is ready to minister to friend and foe alike. 
We urge therefore our pastors and people, to guard against becoming agen- 
cies for the propagation of hate and ill-will. Let them continue earnestly 
in their ministry of intercession for those warring or conquered countries, 
and let the gospel we preach and practice be one of conciliation, good-will 
and understanding. 

THE COMMITTEE 


The report was received and recommendations were considered seriatim. 
Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, were adopted. 

The following resolutions were presented from the floor: 

“That an additional expense allowance of $150 be given the President.” 
Adopted. 

“That the Honorarium of the Secretary be increase to $100.” Adopted. 

“That the Committee on Constitution be instructed to prepare in suitable 
form, an amendment to the Constitution to provide for the Resolutions Com- 
mittee as a Standing Committee of Synod.’ Adopted. 

The report of the Resolutions Committee was adopted as a whole with 
the above named additions. 

A vote of appreciation was extended to the Officers of Synod for the 
faithful manner in which they had conducted the affairs of Synod during 
the year. 

A motion to reconsider the action on the Report of the Committee on 
Minutes of Synod brought a reversal of the action taken during the third 
session. The Secretary was instructed to continue to carry the pages headed 
“Conventions of Synod” in the printed proceedings. 

The Secretary in conjunction with the Committee on Constitution was 
instructed to prepare By-Law 9, Section 8 to provide for the Resolutions 
Committee as a Standing Committee. 

The Secretary was instructed to continue the practice of securing bids 
for the printing of the Proceedings of the Synodical Conventions. (Secre- 
tary’s Note: This practice has been followed, but some bids have been re- 
ceived too late for consideration, some even after the final proof has been 
read. To avoid any misunderstanding in the future, the announcement is 
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made that specifications for bidding on next year’s proceedings may be 
secured from the office of the Secretary after March lst, 1942. Dead-line 
for mailing of bids is set at April 1st, 1942 at midnight.) 

The Minutes of the sixth session were read and approved. 


Dr. Henry Irving Kohler, First Vice-President, duly inducted into office 
the President-Elect, the Rev. William H. Derr. 


The newly-installed President installed the other officers of Synod. 


President Derr then closed the Fiftieth Annual Convention of the Synod 
with the prescribed form. 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
For the Calendar Year Ending December 31, 1940 


: Membership 
z 8 3 © 
bd Pastoral Congregation | 4‘¢ Address or Geographical Location Pastor s : 
s Charge os ss | Baptized | Confirmed] Comm. 
wn 
§ 8 fel) 
1 || Berkeley ......... St. Michael’s | 1913 | Alcatraz and Benvenue......................... SDs AC. LTA bette Li) woes Eng. 332 245 182 
2 || Fresno. ...........- Hirst, snes 1917) |-Berger and, “PROM aS sence sere conan *b] Robert S. Romeis........: i 278 153 112 
Sil lenresnore California and, 0tus *b] Adam Schreiber.... i 615 478 215 
Avi PresnO: casa. WER GIrACANnG 1D) Stir ee tec *b| John C. Bitter...... ; 175 167 27 
7h llp@Oakland: -....-- GG La aC GeLON Cie ok teeta scat eters vce *a| Francis C. Pryov...... P. 387 252 130 
6 || Oakland ..........- Sothys Aveand. Hdrerleyns ea ce en *al J. S. Herold, D.D........ : 183 51 51 
7 || Richmond ....... EUS I] ORNS eb ee ett ode eee aero Fever *b| Orval A. Awerkamp..........2..-.c:ccc-:+ Eng. 194 150 70 
8 || Sacramento ... 39th St. and 4th Ave... a Clarence F. Crousev.............. ene 4716 196 99 
9 || Sacramento ...| St. John’s 17th and L Sts............... ..*al Henry W. Opperman............ Eng 483 394 274 
10 || San Francisco} First. ..............- 18865) Geary at OCUa Vlas: a ios o2 een ce eeeeccccceeese John R. Broyer, Ph. D Eng. 179 103 45 
11 || San Francisco| St. Mark’s ..... TIPSY. Raa ea Us tay 2 Ye SF: Fa) U Lee hee epee eS emECL Walt Cine ©)SHLID eee ees eco Eng. 441 324 200 
12 || San Francisco] St. Matthew | 1895 | 16th St. and Dolores Ferman=s UCAS =< eee Eng. 325 ie 52 
13 || San Francisco| Temple ........... DOUG eel: aA COTA Ue. econo ease ence IBIGYab Ate Like Slo] Ob OV Ct ee ere coco Eng. 360 112 56 
14 || Sanger ............. St. Paul’s ..... 1907 | 1222 N Street.................... eee IV IeWe Eee GLCISS OR eee eens Ger. 274 239 35 
15 || San Jose ......... Bethel 2... 1899 | 215 Delmas Ave.................. aS Minis Meyer eee eee Eng. 127 35 34 
16 || San Jose ....... Grace. TCO ZS AT MING UAT reese nee nes see ae ore W. E. Crouser, D.D. .| Eng. 332 OT: 121 
Totals - 1940. ......-.-----------------ceeceecceecenee scene teen een eeeeneeseencetneeeneanen CS SEE ECE CEPR d eRe Sp conc ere ceases eS EoaECE 5,161 3,287 1,703 
Totals - 1939 5,002 3,139 1,783 
WHCTCASE 159 148 
DOECLCASC  -.-eee-ne--neenneneneeeeeeneee eee e nn ennneeeeeeecennneecnecenennnersnnteseeaseeeaeananaenat aaeeeceeessnessnencneneceneseneecnssesaens cnet seaeane teaeenerretettnetneeeercecc ces eneee ent nnent antennae 80 


eS 
* POPULATIONS: 


a—over 100,000; b—25,000 to 100,000; c—10,000 to 25,000; d—2,500 to 10,000. 


PAROCHIAL REPORT 


For the Calendar Year Ending December 31, 1940 


OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA—SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Membership 
6 3 & 
a Pastoral Congregation a Address or Geographical Location Pastor 5 ; 
S Charge Sele a a ao | Baptized |Confirmed | Comm. 
3 cb ae 
R =e) HP 
17 || Alhambra. ....... Grace nn. 1923 | 433 N. Atlantic Blvd. ) D. Edward Wright... Eng. | 481 a pe 
18 || Beverly Hills ... Community | 1930 | 100 N. Doheny Drive.................. ‘b| Guy L. Hudson.............-.--.-----e-- Eng. 284 9 a 
19 || Gardena. ......... St. John’s s.. BODE si 1102 Weel GSP. Sb. ccc re teers G. Herbert Hillerman..............-. Eng. 156 92 ann 
20 || Glendale .......... Mirst que 1912 | 233 S. Kenwood St... James P. Beasom, Jv...............---- Eng. 897 674 pe 
21 || Huntington Pk] St. Luke’s ..... 1921 | 2721 E. Florence Ave Hada Weaver. D Divs eee Eng. 567 357 pos 
22 || Long Beach ...| Trinity ........... 1907 | 8th St. and Linden Ave Die Shy Gere by Dee eee Eng. 509 355 ace 
23 || Los Angeles ...| Bethany ......... 1926 | 7011 S. San Pedro St...... H. I. Kohler, D.D., S.T.M., Th. D.| Eng. 497 318 a 
Dan leicoseAngelesss | First 023. UGS Ts SIUS Wiss OUI Sb .cs eee eeetecrc eer Frederick J. Weertz, D.D. Eng. 499 434 9 
25 || Los Angeles ...| Hollywood ..... 1921 | 1733 N. New: Hampshire Ave..=.....2.:....... sad: George Dorn; DD. ae Eng. 1,305 886 410 
26 || Los Angeles ...| St. Mark’s ..... 19045) 211295 W. 36th (Places.22e. ee teree Folge HOI DD. ree Eng. | 250 200 104 
27 || Los Angeles ...; St. Paul’s ....... 19147 |Pmuclid: sand Hagle: ee ee eee *al F. P. Smith (Sp. Bd. Miss.)...... Eng. 194 122 68 
28 || N. Hollywood | St. Matthew’s) 1931 | 11031 Camarillo Blvd... EbipiccdwardeNeoplneres eee meee ee Eng. 339 229 115 
29 || Pasadena ...... Trinity OO Ee Walnut 2 cee eo ee ee Sc) METAL AN Spach el) eee Eng. 515 434 238 
30 || Phoenix ........... Grace eranand Moreland). eee Pal Markey ohne Leh kien tern ee eee Eng. 612 420 327 
31 || Redlands _....... First E. Olive Ave. and Myrtle St................ el Whos (Oy NbN isi Eng. 89 52 52 
SIG i PRiverside. 2 -...-. Trinity Otieane sew ait seen. te eee eee EDIE Wik Poste) ile Di) ete een Eng. 220 119 96 
33 || San Ber’dino _.| First 63s Ge Stree tee. se ee Pee ADines PauleOmeiss. eae eee Eng. 342 2A 127 
34 || San Diego ....... First 1320 Second St......... SUDA CAT Geer eee en ere ee eee Eng. 459 228 125 
35 || Santa Barbara} Grace mi LLOQ Anacapa = Stee eee PA DIeVaACAT bates ence ee eae Eng. 82 50 44 
36 || Santa Monica | St. Paul’s ..... 1926 | Lincoln Ave. and Washington Aves. 2-5 SbDIRCliftord Bes Holand sen eee Eng. 231 165 151 
TR OLEENISS cs TL eee tc eee oP eee oe ee aa aera er 8,528 5,856 3,549 
MOUGN ES > TIGRE oa eeccincce core cen rece te cer BEROENET Es eR RCL Oreo aat eRe 8,037 5,544 3,382 
DB 0X6) oC <¥2 10; nen eS 491 Cyn ot 167 
sete oa ie eis ae art ee hk te et Me one ci oe SS ee ee | 
|| Totals - Northern Conference 5,161 S287 al 1,703 
| Totals - Southern Conference.. 8,528 5,856 | 3,549 
Grand Totals - Synod - 1940...... 13,689 9,143 | 5,252 
| Grand Totals - Synod - 1939........... 13,039 8,683 5,165 
LB OY) Sf Hole os ese Saas a te oP ee ey Oa er ere Semen 650 460. || 87 
J OGLE) GEIST ES pss gta a a ee sa Sh ep a eg ORR Pee Nee REAP re ae SOP ee RENN ant | oS UNS Acree ne ree enn 2 een | 


* POPULATIONS: 


a—over 100,000; b—25,000 to 100,000; c—10,000 to 25,000; d—2,500 to 10,000. 


PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL 


LUTHER AN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA (NORTHERN CONFERENCE) 


MEMBERSHIP EDUCATION Group Organizations 
Chiid Members Adults Members Parish Higher Stud. 
Access. Losses Accessions Losses Sunday Schools W.D. Sch. jC. of Ch. $ 
- | Sara ee 3 a4 0 7) 
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S12 /¢) | ep) @ @/2/4/81e |e a lal oO] Sala ae S) x SoU te ale 3 | 2 
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Valuation of Church Property 


Church Buildings 


Parsonages 


CHOARBAP WME! Tndex Number 


Totals - 1940 


Totals - 1939 


Increase 
Decrease 


| 


407,950 


450,150 


| | ia 
42,200} 21,200 


25,600 


46,800 


S| Parish Houses 


(=) 


*» om} School and 


s 


9,300 


5,000 


Endowment 


60,000 


60,000 
60,000 


Other Property 


10,000 


13,884 
20,401 


| 6517 65,6171 se: 


Total Valuation 


516,734 
582,351 


conn ow of Indebtedness 


2,500| 
2,025 
320 


3,175 


30,289 
29,099 


FINANCIAL 
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vey — 
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1,385 849 2,234 
3,680} 1,202 4,882 
74 550 1,324 
1,505} 1,503 3,008 
3,252 62 3,314 
5,620) 1,026 6,646 
2,676 2,676 
7,467| 1,345 8,812 
4,400 4,400 
1,476 195 1,671 
1,357 162 1,519 
997 997 
2,295 134 2,429 
45,468] 8,857] 54,325 
45,575| 6,917| 52,492 
| 1,940 1,833|- 
07| 


Congregational Benevolence 


Unapportioned Apportioned 
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98 98 180 91 189 Lb13 
25 63 88 324 324 412 3,420 
41 91; 132 300 300 432 3,746 
30 50 152} 200) 432 822 831| 1,263 7,909 
83 25; 108 234 147 255 2,931 
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248| 225 76| 508} 933] 1,990 3,770| 5,760} 58,252 
204 61 422| 326 637 963 2,796 
168 193 
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FINANCIAL 
Valuation of Church Property ‘Congregational Congregational Benevolence 
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DIRECTORY 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Statistician 
Historian 
Adviser & Nat’l 
Board Member 


Northern 
Southern 


Annuity 
Box Work 
Deaconess 
Education 
India Lace 
Life and 
In Memoriam 
Miss’y Education 
Patron & Protege 
Student 
Thank Offering 
Extension 
Promotion 
Golden Jubilee 
Committee 


Children of 
Church Comm. 

Children of 
Church Treas. 


OFFICERS 


Mrs. P. J. Kramer, 5915 Chabolyn Terrace, Oakland. 
Mrs. G. L. Hudson, 122 S. Almont Drive, Los Angeles. 
Mrs. L. D. Swanson, 1225 Boynton St., Glendale. 

Mrs. W. B. Scheehl, 723 - 52nd St., Oakland. 

Iva A. Baltzly, Ph. D., 4603 East Broadway, Long Beach. 


Mrs. Laurence N. Chelson, 1227 N. Mariposa Ave., Hollywood. 


Mrs. Elsa King Frey, 6057 Yucca St., Hollywood. 


CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS 


Mrs. C. F. Crouser, 2458 - 4lst St., Sacramento. 
Mrs. D. E. Wright, 1009 S. 4th St., Alhambra. 


DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 


Mrs. Margaret Linebaugh, 2720 Alcatraz Ave., Berkeley. 
Mrs. H. R. Allen, 1120 N. 3rd St., Phoenix, Arizona. 

Miss Matilda E. Fritz, 2415 Las Lunas Ave., Pasadena. 
Mrs. B. B. Cook, 1308 Berkeley St., Santa Monica. 

Miss Rosa A. Flathman, 741 Adeline St., Oakland. 


Mrs. Frederick J. Weertz, 938 Mullen Ave., Los Angeles. 
Mrs. Ray Inslee, 1708 Glenwood Road, Glendale. 

Mrs. J. P. Beasom, 1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale. 
Mrs. W. E. Crouser, 1204 Lincoln Ave., San Jose. 

Mrs. John Hjort, 1803 Thomas Ave., Fresno. 

Mrs. D. J. Snyder, 2085 Linden Ave., Long Beach. 

Mrs. Grace-Esther Chelson, 2052 Main St., Riverside. 


Mrs. J. E. Hoick, South; Mrs. E. A. Trabert, North. 
and Past Presidents of the Synodical. 


Mrs. E. N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine Ave., North Hollywood. 


Miss Helen Hjort, 1803 Thomas Ave., Fresno. 
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PRESIDENTS—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Louisa Miller)—Mrs. W. J. McLoed, 567 - 63rd St., 


Oakland. 

Berkeley, St. Michaels (Fideles)—Miss Joan Martin, 5940 Claremont Ave., 
Berkeley. 

Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Third)—Mrs. Lawrence W. Varblow, 516 Curtis St., 
Berkeley. 


Fresno, First (First)—Mrs. M. E. Burleigh, Rt. 8, Box 340, Fresno. 

Fresno, First (Second)—Mrs. Roy Hartley, Rt. 6, Box 110, Fresno. 

Oakland, First (First)—Miss Rosa A. Flathman, 741 Adeline St., Oakland. 
Oakland, First (Louisa Miller, M. S.)—Mrs. Lila Shutt, 838 - 14th St., Oakland. 
Oakland, St. John’s—Mrs. E. Polk, 5425 Brookdale Ave., Oakland. 

Richmond, Grace—Mrs. C. Drexel, 824 - 7th St., Richmond. 

Sacramento, First—Mrs. James Weagant, 3728 Bigler Way, Sacramento. 
Sacramento, St. John’s (First)—Miss Tillie Albach, 1830 “P” St., Sacramento. 
Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas)—Alice Bening, 1320 Vallejo Way, Sacramento. 
San Francisco, First—Mrs. J. R. Broyer, 1357 Geary St., San Francisco. 

San Francisco, St. Mark’s—Miss Jeanette Larson, 1138 O’Farrell St. 

San Francisco, St. Matthew’s—Miss Elise Stelling, 2700 Sutter St. 

San Jose, Bethel—Mrs. Marie Ebey, 422 Bird Ave. 

San Jose, Grace—Mrs. Blanche L. Combs, 455 S. 12th St. 


PRESIDENTS—SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Alhambra, Grace (First)—Mrs. W. O. Coppersmith, 2119 Holly Ave., Arcadia. 

Alhambra, Grace (Dr. Anna S. Kugler)—Mrs. Herman Haidle, 62 Hampden 
Terrace. 

Beverly Hills Luth—Mrs. Phil Wizeman, 631 N. Lucerne Blvd. 

Gardena, St. John’s—Mrs. G. Herbert Hillerman, 806 W. 167th St. 

Glendale, First (First)—Mrs. F. P. Steinle, 1117 -N. Cedar. 

Glendale, First (Pi Rho Theta)—Betty Jones, Ellis Apts., 228 S. Kenwood. 

Hollywood Luth. (First)—Mrs. Lettie A. Beckett, 1149 N. Edgemont, L. A. 

Hollywood Luth. (Second)—Mrs. Carol Y. Weaver, 2011 Chariton, L. A. 

Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (First)—Mrs. W. H. Keighley, 7010 Marconi St. 

Hunttington Park, St. Luke’s (“Go Ye’”)—Mrs. Jennie Weaver, 642 S. Friends 
Ave., Whittier. 

Long Beach, Trinity—Mrs. D. J. Snyder, 2085 Linden Ave. 

Los Angeles, Bethany (First)—Mrs. E. N. Egge, 111 E. 77th St. 

Los Angeles, Bethany (Second)—Mrs. Bessie Babbitt, 338 E. 71st St. 

Los Angeles, First—Mrs. Victor Hoefer, 3006 Farmdale Ave. 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (First)—Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 1041 Leighton Ave. 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Second)—Anida Lake, 840 Onley Ave., San Gabriel. 

Los Angeles, St. Paul’s (First)—Mrs. Franklin P. Smith, 3010 Eagle St. 

Los Angeles, St. Paul’s (Yowomis)—Mrs. Maxine Mohr, 3775 E. 6th St. 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s (First)—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine St. 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s (Faith)—Mrs. Wm. Standring 3rd, 10536 

Bloomfield St. 

Pasadena, Trinity (First)—Mrs. Una T. Moore, 1045 Locust St. 

Pasadena, Trinity (Second)—Miss Agnes C. Jensen, 853 Magnolia Ave. 

Phoenix, Arizona, Grace—Mrs. E. L. Konow, Rt. 7, Box 385, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Redlands, First—Mrs. H. E. Campbell, 616 Cypress Court. 

Riverside, Trinity (First)—Mrs. H. A. Johnsen, 3991 Madison St. 

Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl)—Maryjorie Studebaker, 3725 Locust St. 

San Bernardino, First—Mrs. Everett M. Smith, 2448 “G” St. 

San Diego, First (First)—Mrs. Herman H. Roloff, 3487 Olive St. 

San Diego, First (Second)—Fanny Large, 1645 Union St. 

Santa Barbara, Grace—Lucilee Ambrose (Mrs. Emil), 312 Ladera St. 

Santa Monica, St. Paul’s—Mrs. D. W. Conrey, 532 Rustic Rd., Santa Monica 
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The Forty-Ninth Annual Convention 


of the 


Women's Missionary Soriety 


of the Synod of California 
held in the 
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Los Angeles, California 
May 8-10, 1941 


@ 
THEME: “CHRIST’—YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW. 


FIRST SESSION 


Thursday, May 8, 1941 - 1:30 P.M. 
The Convention was formally opened by the president, Mrs. P. J. Kramer. 
After the hymn, “The Church’s One Foundation”, devotion, ‘“Yesterday— 
The Foundation”, Luke 6:49 and I Corinthians 3:11 was given by Mrs. Robert 
Inslee in the absence of Mrs. E. C. Bentz, who was ill. 


Mrs. F. J. Weertz, wife of the pastor loci, graciously welcomed the Conven- 
tion, and introduced their missionary officers. 


Mrs. Kramer thanked the ladies for their kindnesses. 


Greetings were extended by Dr. F. J. Weertz of the local church, and by 
Rev. W. E. Crouser, who spoke in behalf of the Synod. Mrs. Kramer called 
upon Rev. Crouser to thank the Synod for the lovely joint program. 

Greetings were given by Mrs. R. Burke from the Augustana Synod, Rev. 
H. O. Egertson of the Norwegian Synod, and Rev. H. C. Jerskild of the Danish 
Synod. 

Miss Florence Welty, retired missionary from India, and Mrs. Elvira 
Strunk, missionary from China, were presented to the Convention, as were 
Mrs. Devin from Florida, and Mrs. Klotche, whose husband was a Midland 
faculty member, and Mrs. Meyer from Chicago. Seven Past Presidents were 
presented, as were Mrs. Allen, pastor’s wife of Phoenix, Arizona, and three 
other delegates with her. 

Mrs. Harry R. Allen brought greetings from the Pacific Synod. 


Miss Rosa Flathman responded to the greetings, in the absence of Mrs. 
Francis Pryor. She extended thanks to Mrs. Weertz and First Church for 
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theix hospitality. é 

Miss Ava C. Jersted of the First Church gave a beautiful vocal solo, “The 
Twenty-Third Psalm”, Molotte’s arrangement. She was accompanied by 
Miss Esther Lindharat. 

Mrs. G. L. Hudson presented the program as outlined. It was accepted 
by a vote of the Convention, a letter of thanks to be sent to the Synod by 
the Secretary. 

Dr. Iva A. Baltzly reported a total of 162 present, of whom 7 are officers, 
16 pastors’ wives, 14 departmental secretaries, 56 delegates and 69 visitors. 

The Report of the President with various recommendations was given 
and referred to the committee on same. 

The Vice-President and Secretary gave verbal reports. The Reports of 
the Treasurer, Statistician, Historian and Adviser were adopted as read. 

Delicious refreshments were served by the ladies of the First Church. 

The following committees were appointed: 

President’s Report—Mrs. J. P. Beasom and Mrs. H. Opperman. 

Resolutions—Mrs. D. E. Wright, Mrs. W. E. Crouser and Mrs. C. J. 
Chelson. 

Nominations—Mrs. E. N. Spirer, Mrs. Margaret Linebaugh, and _ 
Mrs. C. B. Holand. 

Credentials—Iva A. Baltzly, Ph. D., Mrs. L. D. Swanson, and Mrs. 
Ema Bair. 

Auditor of Bills—Mrs. J. Hjort. 

The following reporters were appointed: 

Lutheran Woman’s Work—Mrs. C. E. Young. 

The Lutheran—Miss Rosa Flathman. 

Golden State Lutheran—Mrs. L. N. Chelson. 

Local Papers—Mrs. G. L. Hudson. 

Dr. H. J. Pflum, President of the Board of American Missions of Buffalo, 
N. Y., gave a very illuminating talk. He said that it is most encouraging to 
note that in the United States and Canada, a new mission is being started 
every 17 days, and every 29 days one becomes self-supporting. The Lutheran 
Church is a very definitely growing church. 

After singing the hymn, “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”, Miss Elvira 
Strunk spoke on “Echoes from China Missions”’. 

Dr. J. E. Hoick consecrated the offering which amounted to $14.80. 


Benediction was given by Rev. J. E. Hoick. 


Thursday Evening, May 8th, 8:00 P.M., First Church auditorium 
A splendid musical program was rendered, prepared under the direction 
of Mrs. J. E. Hoick, followed by a reception given by First Church ladies. 
Mrs. Kramer, President of Synodical, presented a redwood gavel in behalf 
of the Women’s Missionary Society to the President of Synod, Rev. Wm. H. 
Derr, D.D., in honor of the Synod’s Fiftieth Anniversary. 
Mrs. Hoick extended greetings to the Synod upon the Fiftieth Anniversary. 


GREETINGS TO THE SYNOD UPON THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


by 
Mrs. J. E. Hoick 


There is no other organization in the Synod so closely identified with 
it as the Women’s Missionary Society, for with the exception of the first year, 
the women have met in convention at the same time and nearly always in 
the same building for forty-nine years. No greetings could be more hearty 
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or cordial than the congratulations extended by the women. 

This golden state by the golden gate, with the golden ore beneath the sod, 
with the golden poppies blooming above it, with the golden sunbeams giving 
warmth and light by day, and painting a magnificent picture of golden clouds 
as the sun sets in the golden west, all form a wonderful background for a 
golden anniversary. 

The records have been searched. The activities of the Synod have been 
published. It is passing through a period of inspection and it will stand 
the test, as the history reveals grand and noble service accomplished by 
the pastors and the congregations laboring together in this great state during 
the past fifty years, for the establishment of churches and the uplifting 
of human souls. 

As the Synod crosses over the threshold into the second half of the cen- 
tury it will be accompanied by the unfailing friendship, the companion- 
ship, the cooperation, the gifts and the prayers of the Women’s Missionary 
Society. 


SECOND SESSION 


Friday, May 9, 1941 - 9:30 A.M. 

The Convention was opened with the hymn, “I Can Hear My Saviour 
Calling”, followed by the devotion “Today, The Call”, Acts 16:9, given by 
Mrs. Robert Inslee. 

A motion was made by Mrs. J. E. Hoick, and carried, that a note be sent 
to Mrs. Bentz, expressing our thanks and love, and our wish for her speedy 
recovery. 

73 delegates responded to Roll Call. Reading of the Minutes. 

Mrs. C. F. Crouser reported for the Northern Conference, and Mrs. 
E. N. Spirer in place of Mrs. D. E. Wright, for the Southern. 

Grace-Esther Chelson and Mrs. E. N. Spirer gave “Echoes from the Tri- 
ennial Convention” held at Des Moines, Iowa, and thanked the ladies of the 
Convention for sending them as delegates. 

Mrs. Helen Morgan of Beverly Hills gave beautifully a timely message in 
song, “If Christ Came Back Today”, by Jeffry O’Hare. She was accompanied 
by Mrs. Taylor. 

The Departmental Secretaries were presented in an original skit, “In- 
formation Please”, by Mrs. F. J. Weertz. 

Mrs. D. J. Snyder supervised the Society Reports, each society having 
15 or more points being classed as Superior Merit, and those that met 12 
requirements went on the Honor Roll. Superior Merit Societies placed Gold 
stars and the Honor Roll Societies Silver stars on a large chart. 

The offering was $13.01. 

The closing hymn was “Take My Life and Let It Be”. 

Benediction by the Rev. Robert S. Romeis, Fresno. 


THIRD SESSION 


caer Friday, May 9, 1941 - 1:30 P.M. 

€ alternoon session of the Convention opened with the hymn, “Christ 
for the World We Sing”. Devotions, “Today, Our Responsibility” John 
12:36, were given by Mrs. C. F. Crouser, ; 


73 delegates responded to Roll Call. Reading of the Minutes. 
Mrs. W. E. Crouser announced that the Summer School of Missions at 
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Mt. Hermon would be held July 19-26. Mrs. E. N. Spirer reported for the 
School of Missions in the South. 

Rev. H. P. Allen, in behalf of the Synod, thanked the ladies for the 
present of a gavel. 

Rev. F. P. Swanson gave an interesting talk on the New Mission at 
Morningside, where he is the pastor. The Morningside Mission was accepted 
into the Synod as a new congregation. 

Mrs. E. N. Spirer thanked the Missionary Society for the support given 
the St. Matthew’s at North Hollywood, which became self-supporting, Jan- 
uary 1, 1941. 

Mrs. Elsa King Frey gave a most interesting talk, assisted by Miss Flor- 
ence Welty dressed in Indian Sari. Her subject was “One Hundred Years 
In India”. Mrs. Konow and Mrs. Chelson also appeared in Indian Saris. 
Representatives from the various societies marched to the altar and placed 
offerings in the chest for the Indian Centennial Celebration. This offering 
amounted to $39.10. 

Mrs. D. Conrey spoke about her work among the Lutheran students. 
Mrs. Conrey was instrumental in getting Miss Muriel Lester to speak to the 
students at U. C. L. A. Her subject was “The Practicality of Prayer”. 

Dr. Kohler urged that serious thought and consideration be given to 
Social Missions. 

Mrs. C. C. Douglas spoke on Migrant Work and the dire need of Chris-_ 
tian education. 

Mrs. W. H. Keighly made a strong appeal for the “Children of the 
Church”. 

Upon motion it was voted that all bills be paid. 

Mrs. H. O. Pflum brought greetings from New York. 

Offering amounted to $11.00. 

After the closing hymn, “O Zion Haste”, the benediction was given by 
Rev. Franklin Smith. 


FOURTH SESSION 
Saturday, May 10, 1941 - 9:30 A.M. 
The hymn, “Open My Eyes That I May See”, opened the Convention, 
after which Mrs. C. F. Crouser gave the devotion, “Tomorrow—The King- 
dom’, Matthew 28:20. 
54 delegates responded to Roll Call. The Minutes of the previous meet- 
ing were read and approved. 
A rising vote accepted the President’s Report in its entirety. 
Credential and Resolution Reports were adopted. 
The auditor found all bills correct. 
The Nominating Committee reported the following: 
President—Mrs. P. J. Kramer. 
Vice-President—Mrs. G. L. Hudson. 
Secretary—Mrs. L. D. Swanson. 
Treasurer—Mrs. W. B. Scheehl. 
Statistician—Iva A. Baltzly, Ph. D. 
Historian—Mrs. L. N. Chelson. 
Motion was made and catried to accept the Report of the Nominating 
Committee. The Secretary cast a ballot unaminously electing the officers 
presented in this report. 
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A telegram of greeting from Mrs. Redeen, President of the Iowa Synodical, 
was read. 

The following changes in the Constitution and By-Laws of the Women’s 
Missionary Society were voted upon and adopted: i: 

ARTICLE II—Strike out the words (young women and children of the 
Churches) after the word (women), add (circles or groups) after the 
word (societies). 

ARTICLE IV, Sec. 2—Strike out the words (chairmen of Standing Com- 
mittees) after the word (secretaries) and (or young women) after 
the word (women). Add (circle or group) after the word (society). 
Strike out the words (each Light Brigade being represented by its 
superintendent). 

ARTICLE VI, Sec. 1—Strike out the word (Committee) and substitute 
(Board). 

Sec. 3—Strike out the word (Committee) and substitute (Board). 

Sec. 5—Strike out (or the Conference Treasurer). 

Sec. 7—Strike out the words (and Chairman of Standing Committees), 
and strike out the word (Committee) and substitute (Board). 

ARTICLE IX—Strike out (women’s and young women’s) and insert (circle 
or group). 

ARTICLE XI—Sirike out (two), substitute (one). 

BY-LAWS—ARTICLE I, Sec. 2—Omit the whole section. 

Upon motion it was voted that the Constitution and By-Laws be accepted 

as amended, 

Upon motion it was decided that delegates be instructed to inform their 
local societies that where more than one missionary group exists within a 
single congregation, that names be given and numbers used according to the 
time of organization. 

Mrs. Frey made the motion that Deaconess Aid be accepted under the 
advisement of the Executive Board. The motion carried. 

Rising votes of thanks were given to Mrs. Hoick for her work on the 
“History”, to Mrs. Kramer and her society for their work on the beautiful 
booklets for the Convention, to the officers, and Mrs. Weertz and her com- 
mittees. 

Mrs. E. A. Trabert installed the officers. 

After the hymn, “Love Divine’, the minutes of the Final Session were 
read and approved. 

The offering was $9.40. 

The session was closed by using the formal closing service with the 
Missionary Benediction. 

MOLLY J. SWANSON, 
Recording Secretary 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT — 1940-1941 


Members of the Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod of California 
Dear Co-Workers: ; 

As we assemble in our 49th Annual Convention, it is with gratitude to 
God for His loving kindness, tender mercies, and many blessings bestowed 
upon us the past year. By the mercy of our God and Father we are per- 
ed a come together to review the work of our Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety. ay we enter the spirit of this fellowship and receive inspirati 
continued work in His Kingdom. : maar 


In this day of the world tragedy, of tragic times for the Lutheran 
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Church in the world, of bewildering responsibilities may. we be able to think 
clearly, to plan wisely, to hold definitely to our faith that God is at the 
helm of the universe. 

Progress has been made during the past year, but in our rejoicing over 
results achieved we must not forget the need for continued efforts in all 
departments to reach the goal for the Synodical of California before the 
next Triennial Convention. Commendable advancement has been made in 
gifts the past year. Twelve hundred dollars more was sent to the General 
Society this year. The Women’s Missionary Society has received a broader 
view of its own possibilities and members have grown in a sense of respon- 
sibility as stewards of Jesus, our Master, whose we are and whom we Serve. 

California Synodical Society has now 47 societies and 877 active and 98 
associate members—gain of 49 active and 33 associate members, women of 
all ages in our United Lutheran Church of America who choose to share 
their love of God with the whole world. They are women who interpret the 
“Go Ye” to be @ personal command. This group represents only twenty per- 
cent of our women in the congregations of the California Synod. To interest 
the women of our churches in the Women’s Missionary Society, societies 
must have well prepared and well planned programs. The General Society 
headquarters have splendid material for programs in addition to the Lutheran 
Woman’s Work, the official publication, which should be subscribed for by 
every member. 

We must make a stronger appeal for a growth in the missionary spirit 
among the women in our congregations. What a glorious result we would 
have if every member took it upon herself to gain one new member the 
coming year. Let us strive to reach one thousand for California Synodical 
before the next Triennial Convention in 1943. Christ bids us “Go and tell” 
of His redeeming love. More workers in His kingdom are needed in these 
days of world turmoil. 

Your President wishes to thank the Synodical for the honor of being 
their representative at the Triennial Convention in Des Moines, Iowa, 
October 5-9, 1940. It was a rich experience. One could never wane in well 
doing for the Women’s Missionary Society after attending such a gathering 
of consecrated women. One hundred and eighty-seven delegates, thirty mis- 
sionaries, totaling seven hundred women including visitors attended every 
session. Spending these days under the influence of the theme of the 
convention, “Thy Kingdom Come”, one could not help but be inspired. This 
petition of our Lord’s permeated through the thought of every message on 
the program, our faith was greatly stimulated and our hope could not be 
shaken. 

Fine addresses and reports of the Convention will be found in the Novem- 
ber, 1940 issue of the magazine. California Synodical has been honored by 
having Mrs. Hoick on the National Executive Board for the past three years. 
Honor came again to California at the Triennial Convention by electing 
Mrs. Elsa King Frey on the Executive Board of the National Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society. 

California delegates were pleased to hear reported at the Triennial Con- 
vention that California had gained fifteen percent membership and had 
one hundred percent Life Membership organizations. California ranked 
second. Mrs. Grace-Esther Chelson represented the Young Women of our 
Synodical at Des Moines. I am sure her experience was rich. The Executive 
Board voted February 10th to create a Promotional Department. Your Presi- 
dent appointed Grace-Esther Chelson as she is well qualified to carry on 
in this new department having attended the Convention and getting the 
larger vision of the Women’s Missionary Society. Mrs. Chelson presided 
at the Young Women’s Congress in Fresno, May 4th and 5th, 1940. 

All groups will now be known as Women’s Missionary Society groups. The 
Young Women’s groups will function the same as usual, known as First or 
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Second Society, names given to societies preferred; but follow the work and 
policies of the Women’s Missionary Society as outlined by the General 
Women’s Missionary Society. Congresses may be held for social and edu- 
cational value. ~ 


Thirteen societies have met the requirements for Honor Roll and sixteen 
Superior Merit Societies.* Let us reach a one hundred percent goal before 1943. 


The next few months will be centered on the fulfillment of the India 
Centennial goal of fifty thousand dollars. A thousand dollars from California 
is our aim. Send in your contribution within the next two quarters. One 
dollar per member will help reach our goal in California. Lutheran Woman’s 
Work, April to December, will contain material for programs. Mrs. Elsa 
King Frey is the Synodical chairman. She will communicate with each society. 


We are glad to welcome two new groups in our Synodical Society, Glen- 
dale, First (Second group, Pi Rho Theta), Rev. J. P. Beasom, pastor; Berkeley, 
St. Michael’s (Third Group), Rev. E. A. Trabert, pastor. 


Before giving you an accounting of my stewardship as your President, I 
desire to express my sincere appreciation for the hearty cooperation of all 
the officers and secretaries of departments. It is a joy and a deep responsi- 
bility to serve as President of the Synodical Society. Whatever progress we 
have shown is due to all working shoulder to shoulder and under God’s 
guidance, giving to Him the praise and honor. I wish to pay special tribute 
to our Treasurer, Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl for her faithful service, not only in 
recording and depositing our funds, but the personal contact she has made 
with society treasurers has been appreciated and has meant great efficiency 
in sending in the funds on time. Mailing the remittance blanks in before 
the 15th of each month has proved successful. 


Your President has conducted most of the Synodical work by communi- 
cation. Has written one hundred and fifteen personal letters, seventy-two 
post cards, sent out twelve hundred sheets of stationery and envelopes to 
officers and chairmen, signed five Life Membership one hundred percent 
certificates, mailed one hundred and seventy-five circular letters to societies, 
two hundred mimeographed copies of Honor Roll requirements and informa- 
tion of the work of the General Society and fifty calls to the Convention. 
After the Convention at San Jose in April your President represented the 
Synodical at the following: May, Young Women’s Congress in Fresno, eight 
Mt. Hermon School of Missions program committee meetings; July, attended 
the Mt. Hermon School of Missions two days at Mt. Hermon; August, 
Northern Conference Executive Board, spoke at eight societies on the Women’s 
Missionary Work and Triennial Convention. October 6-9, delegate to Des 
Moines Triennial Convention; November, sent written report of Triennial 
Convention to Northern Conference Convention in Fresno; February 10th, 
Synodical Executive Board in Los Angeles; February 28, read Liturgy on 
Day of Prayer; March, Executive Board of Lutheran Alliance Committee as 
chairman to plan second annual Lutheran Prayer service, March 30th; 
April 24, Augustana Women’s Missionary Society Convention, greetings from 
our Synodical. 


I submit the following recommendations for your consideration: 


1, That as an expression of gratitude to God for the continued privilege 
of free worship—we pledge ourselves anew to the responsibility of keeping 
the lamp of Christianity alight. 

2. That in a world “shaken to its foundation” and at a time when the 
faith of the church is being tested, because of a chaotic world order, we 
remain conscious of the purpose of our Woman’s Missionary Society and 
show our faith in its ongoing program by continuing to promote “now more 
than ever” the work of the church for which we are responsible. This is 
our National President’s recommendation. 


3. That until January 1942 we cooperate in the plan of the church for 
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observing the India Centennial, and continue our effort in raising one thous- 
and dollars for California Synodicial. ; 

4. May we continue to show a keen interest in the work of our children. 
Let us, as individuals, share our experiences in the Christian training of 
the youth. 

5. Strive to attain one hundred percent Superior Merit Societies before 
the next Convention in honor of our fiftieth anniversary. 

6. Participate in a campaign for members during October, cooperating 
with Promotional and Extension Secretaries. : 

7. That ten dollars from Lenten Self-Denial Fund be allowed for Mem- 
bership Campaign. 

8. That fifty dollars be given from Lenten Self-Denial Fund for migrant 
work. 

9. That the Y. W. Triennial Convention Travel Fund be continued. 

10. That twenty-five dollars be added to the Deaconess Fund from the 
Lenten Self-Denial Fund. 

11. That Rocky Boy Special remain our objective for the coming year 
of one dollar per member. 

12. That all societies have a Public Thank Offering Sunday for Missions 
in November, and a Lace Sunday in May (Mother’s Day), with the Sunday- 
School children taking part in the program and the offering for mothers 
in India. 

13. That the balance on hand in Synodical Special Fund for Sierra 
Madre be kept intact until definite plans are determined by Synod in regard 
to the project. 

14. That one hundred copies of the revised constitution and by-laws 
be printed. 

15. That we, at Convention assembled, express our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to Mrs. J. E. Hoick who has been the Synodical Historian for 
twenty-five years and has completed a splendid history of the California 
Synodical, which is printed in the Synod History Book commemorating the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Synod of California. 

16. May God’s richest blessings be upon every member of the Women’s 
Missionary Society. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NAN S. KRAMER, President 


REPORT OF HISTORIAN 


I have been able to assist several people this past year in acquiring data. 
A great deal of the material was helpful to Mrs. Hoick compiling the fiftieth 
anniversary booklet. In the scrapbook of churches many more pictures could 
be used, and I would like to suggest that each Society send in pictures of 
their churches and up-to-date information about the congregation’s growth. 
I have filed the twelve copies of the Lutheran Woman’s Work since last 
Convention. I have tabulated such information as has come to me for. the 
archives. I also filed the minutes of the Synodical meeting and the minutes 
of the Northern and Southern Conferences for 1940. 

Thirty-three copies of the Historian’s Statistical blank were sent out 


and twenty-eight were returned. 
The Beverly Hills Society reported the 10th anniversary of their church. 
Four societies reported pageants given. We have lost thirteen members 


through death. 
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In Memory 


Active members who have passed on: 
Mrs. Anna Marquardt, Beverly Hills. . 
Mrs. Frank Hemsing, First Church, Oakland. 
Mrs. B. M. Fritz, First Church, San Francisco. 
Mrs. F. Stadler, St. John’s, Sacramento. 
Mrs. Catherine White, First Church, San Diego. 
Life Members who have passed on: 
Mrs. J. M. Telander, First Church, Glendale. 
Miss Frances Smith, First Church, Los Angeles. 
Mrs. John Peters, St. Paul, Los Angeles. 
Mrs. Carl Wiberg, Grace, Phoenix, Arizona. 
Mrs. Selma Koehrer, Grace, Phoenix, Arizona. 
Miss Margaret Imbusch, Trinity, Riverside. 
Mrs. Amanda Johnson, St. Paul’s, Los Angeles. 
Mrs. Minnie Schwartz, St. John’s, Sacramento. 
Mrs. H. W. Hawkinson, St. Mark’s, Los Angeles. 
Mrs. Martha E. Maurer, Grace, Alhambra. 
Respectfully submitted, 
RUTH CHELSON, Historian 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HISTORY 


The recommendation adopted last year that a history of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the Synod of California should be written, has been 
complied with and placed in the book just published, ‘“The Fruitage of Fifty 
Years”. It was both a pleasure and a duty to perform the task as it re- 
quired time and effort to accomplish. Our section in the book includes 
twelve pages, one half of which are illustrated with pictures of the workers. 
We trust it will be of value as the years go by and that it will be used by 
the Master to inspire our women and others to earnest endeavors for Him. 

Respectfully submitted, 


GRACE HOICK 


REPORT OF TREASURER, WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


1940-1941 

RECEIPTS: 

Balance. March: 20 1940) pe ee ee ee $ 526.44 

Receipts from all sources, 1940-1941 202. 5,300.32 

———- $5,826.75 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

To=General Treasurers 1.4 20k tee eee Oe ee 4,846.55 

Transferred) tomisavines = ACCOUIG ieee ce cee Cena 74.00 

Delegate’s Travel Expense, Young Women’s Congress.... 121.00 


Gift to Young Women’s Congress, Synod of California 10.00 
Treasurer, Children of the Church (postage) ................ 4.68 
Synodical Expenditures: 


President?s PMEXpENSCSi ae ee eee ee $25.40 
DECKEtATY SERMONS CC yee ee eee ee 14.97 
Treasuret’s’ HxXpensesies- eee =e tees 12.62 
Statistician’s Expenses Se... 5.00 
Historian’s Expenses. 55 ree ee 2.35 
Thank Offering Sec’y Expenses ................ LS 
Annuity Sec’y Expenses 0.0.0 8 53 
Magazine ‘Sec’y Expenses). ee 1.10 


Life Membership-In Mem. Sec’y Exp..... 1.25 
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Visitation Sec’y Expenses .......0.000000..... 2.38 
Gift to Janitor (Convention Church)... 2.50 
Printing Convention Programs .............. 8.73 
Expenses, Miss’y speaker at Convention. 16.80 
PECECISULEE Sm SONG is oes) ke tee eee 5.00 
EPINUINg ss Statloneryee wee 19.80 
For Printing Minutes of Synod ................ 60.00 
Cuts and postage for Synodical History... 8.05 
President’s R.R. fare to Board Meeting... 17.30 206.53 
— $5,262.76 
Balanceson: hand. March. 200-1941) foe 564.00 
Balance in Savings Account, March 20, 1941 ......0000.. 287.97 


Respectfully submitted, 
MABEL B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer 
Audited, April 4, 1941, and found correct, O. W. Wiebel. 


STATISTICIAN’S REPORT 
For year ending March 31st, 1941 

This year we can rejoice as a Missionary Society, for we have substantial 
gains to report. While we have lost one society, we have also gained one, 
“Pi Rho Theta” of Glendale; so the number of societies remains the same. 

All societies now rank as Women’s Missionary Societies; and where ~ 
there is more than one group in the same church, they are designated 
First or Second Societies or with names. This is the new ruling throughout 
the United Lutheran Church. 

Our membership for 1941 is as follows: 


Membership 
SOCIETIES MEMBERS 
Active Associate Total 
Northern Conference .......... PRE SS REE eae 16 263 13 276 
Southern Conference -:..2.2:0:..200c.e eee eeee 31 614 85 699 
Grand “Lotals =...- Be a ite yt en err een 47 877 98 975 
Gains and Losses 
Northern ‘Gonference <.......2-------.2 Same +28 —3 +17 
Southern Conference ....................2...-- Same + 29 + 36 +65 
ReeE UN Clee OUR Stes yr eee Same +49 +33 +82 


Respectfully submitted, 
IVA A. BALTZLY, Ph. D. 


DEPARTMENTS 


ANNUITY—Mrs. Margaret Linebaugh, Secretary 

One Annuity Bond of $500 was issued to Mrs. Louise Wright Drake, 
Northfield, Minn., donor—Mrs. Ella W. Cutler, and a $200 Bond issued to 
Mrs. Hilda Weersing, First Church, Los Angeles. To date 14 Annuity Cer- 
tificates of $3,200 are credited to California Synodical, thirteen in Southern 
Conference, one in Northern Conference. Four of these have reached matur- 
ity and their gifts are now carrying on the work they began during life. 


BOX WORK—Mrs. D. E. WRIGHT, Secretary 

Societies have sent boxes and cash to the following: Kormarock School, 
Kodiakanal, Rocky Boy Mission, China and Virgin Islands. Box valuation 
was $596.05; cash $23.50. 
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CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH—Mrs. W. H. Keighley, Secretary. 

The Women’s Missionary Society has just cause to be proud of the Light 
Brigade which in 17 years grew and developed to such an extent that it 
became a part of the nucleus of a church-wide program such as The Children 
of the Church. There are 276 churches in the Synod (U.L.C.) that have 
children’s groups (outside of the Sunday School) that previously had no 
children’s organization. From July 1 to June 30, 1940 there were 1386 active 
groups. Their offerings were $13,144. May we continue to bring every child 
to the knowledge and love of Jesus. Let us show an interest in the work 
of our children as we have in the past. 


DEACONESS—Miss Matilda E. Fritz, Secretary. 

(a) Familiarize yourself with the work as conducted by the three Mother 
houses in the U.L.C. (at Philadelphia, Baltimore and Milwaukee). Literature 
can be secured from Mrs. Edmund Funck, 160 W. Luray Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

(ob) See that Deaconess work is presented at your society meetings at 
least once during the year. Send in a donation toward the Deaconess Fund 
from your society. 

(c) Be constantly on the alert to discover young women who should 
become deaconesses. Report their names to the General Secretary of the 
department. For those who do not want to become regular deaconesses the 
Baltimore Motherhouse offers a one year course for Christian workers. Who 
will win the first young woman from the California Synodical to deaconess 
work? 

(d) Ask your pastor to preach a sermon during June on Deaconess work. 


$75 was voted this year toward the assistance of a young girl from 
Phoenix, Arizona, who wishes to enter Baltimore Motherhouse. 


EDUCATION—Mrs. E. N. Spirer, Secretary. 

The responsibility of this department is to provide free literature and 
priced material published by the General Society at headquarters in Phila- 
delphia, Pa. at Conferences and Conventions and also at request of societies. 

Be Informed! Be Inspired! Be Guided! Women of greater talents than 
ours write books for us, and plan programs, but unless we read and ponder 
the books and use the programs, they are so much waste paper. 

Literature was displayed at San Jose, Fresno, World Community Insti- 
tute, Glendale. Sales amounted to $61.16. : 


MISSIONARY EDUCATION—Mrs. C. F. Crouser, Secretary. 
(a) Mission Study Classes—15 enrolled 265 
(b) Book Reviews groups — 2 enrolled 46 
(c) Reading Circles — 5 enrolled 63 


22 classes with an enrollment of 374. The Mission Study Honor Roll 
members are Mesdames Caroline Young, C. S. Izenour, Kate Binder, Margaret 
Evans, A. Andelstedt, B. T. Gregory, W. N. Herkebrath, O. Johnson, C. F.. 
Jones, H. Paul Romeis, C. E. Rowe, E. Smith, J. Steffens, D. E. Littleton, 
Wm. Bailey, G. L. Hudson, Elsa King Frey and Clarence F. Crouser. The 
above figures indicate great growth in the Department of Mission Study. 


INDIA LACE—Miss Rosa Flathman, Secretary. 


Lace sold during past year—Northern Conference, $10.03: South - 
ference, $23.47. 14 Societies contributed $84.00: ea the ae ee 
dustry”, and programs were given on Mother’s Day. Many societies choose 
a Sunday in May for India Lace Sunday, when the Sunday School children 
give an offering for the mothers of India. 
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LIFE AND IN MEMORIAM—Mrs. C. J. Chelson, Secretary. 


Life Memberships received during Synodical VEAL peptic ete en 54 
Honorary Memberships received during Synodical NGO pwc tao haeee 9 

ROLE VieMmpenrshivsimmveceiveds aoe i so. eo 63 
Active Life Memberships on Synodical Honor Roll............................. 7134 
Honorary Life Memberships on Synodical Honor Roll............................... 144 

Total Life Memberships on Synodical Honor Roll... 878 
ingMemoriams on Synodical, FLonor ROW cc sce atece ccd eescag eck tases 5 
Biota elie TCI ODIA IM Gg sere ert AR rn doh tue eh ae en et 105 
otal. l00os Tite: Membership Societies .c.co.ccccc eget cessscecccccscecacecosssceeeensessce 4 
otal 100% Life Membership Families: oo... cc. ccccccccccccccseceee accep eeccsecsecteee 47 
Total 100% Life Membership Certificates awarded ....-.-..-cccccccecccccccceceeseee 51 


The income from this department to the General Fund this year has 
been $705.00, the largest contribution in the history of the California 
Synodical. 


One Hundred Percent Life Membership Families, 1940 to 1941 


Rev. Edward N. Spirer family, St. Matthew’s, North Hollywood. 
Lawrence N. Chelson family, Beverly Lutheran, Beverly Hills. 
Virgil C. Chelson family, Trinity, Riverside. 

Dr. H. K. Morgan family, Beverly Lutheran, Beverly Hills. 
Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr. family, First, Glendale. 

F. J. Bowman family, First Glendale. 

Geo. E. Inslee family, First, Glendale. 

100% Life Membership Society—First, San Diego. 

100% Life Membership Society—Bethel, San Jose. 


MAGAZINE—Mrs. €. E. Young, Secretary. 

34 societies reported 558 subscriptions to Lutheran Woman’s Work. 11 
societies have not reported. 8 societies have 100% subscriptions. 15 societies 
use the Budget Plan of subscription. 7 societies have as many subscriptions 
as members. They are Huntington Park, St. Luke’s; Glendale, First; 
Berkeley, St. Michaels; Hollywood; Richmond, Grace; Phoenix, Grace and 
Oakland, First. 


PATRON AND PROTEGE—Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Secretary. 

Support of Bible Women—Beverly Hills, $60; Hollywood, $25; Young 
Women of Southern Conference, $61; Total, $146. 

Scholarships—Glendale, First, $55; San Francisco, St. Mark’s, $40; Santa 
Monica, St. Paul’s, $40; Total, $135. 

There is a way in which we can spend more time working for Jesus. 
A way in which we can spend several life times in His service. That way 
is provided through the PATRON AND PROTEGE PLAN. 

We can use our means to spread the Gospel, by helping others to 
speak for us. To the extent that we give to this project, we open other lips 
to speak for us; we open other hands to work for us; we send other feet 
to carry the message for us. 

In the back country of India, Africa, China, and many other lands in 
our care, there are rural villages with millions of souls waiting for the mes- 
sage of Salvation. Even our own North America is scarcely half won for 
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Christ. How else can we bring the Gospel to those than through a proxy 
missionary? This may be done in many ways: 


AN OFFERING OF ™ 
1. $250.00 a year will provide an effective missionary in the native 
tongue. 


2. $50.00 a year will provide a Scholarship at Konnarock. 
3. $40.00 a year will provide a Scholarship at a girls’ school in 
India or Africa, etc. 

You may feel that you cannot give sufficiently to provide for one of 
these. For you, there is a “SHARE” plan, which is offered to those who 
cannot assume the full support of an assignment. 

The AIM of our Synod for the coming year should be that EVERY 
society be numbered among the supporters of the Patron and Protege program. 


STUDENT—Mrs. W. E. Crouser, Secretary. 

In our congregations 145 students, 93 men and 52 women, are attending 
institutions of higher education. Six students are studying for the ministry. 
Names and addresses of students away from home were sent to the pastors of 
churches in such centers as these students were located. 


THANK OFFERING—Mrs. John Hiort, Secretary. 

The Thank Offering of California Synodical amounted to $1,560.79— 
an increase of $242.79 over last year. Truly we have much for which to be 
thankful in these troublesome times. Giving without prayer is of no avail, 
therefore as we give may we not forget to pray and our God will surely hear 
us and bless us. 


VISITATION—Mrs. D. J. Snyder, Secretary. 

“Visitation” has been changed to Extension Department. The fact that 
91% of the women of our churches are not actively engaged in promoting 
the work of the church through the Women’s Missionary Society and that 
there was a gain in membership of only 64% during the past triennium 
is a direct challenge to this department. Call upon lapsed church members, 
seek prospective church members, visit the sick and shut-ins. Appoint an 
Extension Secretary this coming year. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Once more the Lord has blessed us with an efficient and Godly president. 
Her report shows the tremendous work that she has accomplished for the 
kingdom of our blessed Saviour. She has been a blessing to the church and 
an inspiration to all the women of our Missionary Societies. We are grateful 
that she has been given to us as our leader and president. 
Your committee recommends that the president’s report with all the 
recommendations contained therein be adopted. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. JAMES P. BEASOM 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
With grateful hearts we acknowledge the grace and mercy of our He 
: L avenl 
aoa ee the work of our Synodical Society. Ever mindful of 
e great opportunities, which are ours, in showing God’s lo 
following Resolutions: z ee ea 


1, That we humbly bow before our Saviour, and thank Him for the 
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Christian lives of our 14 members, who have been called home. 


2. That we thank Dr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Weertz for their gracious 
and kind hospitality, and that we express appreciation to the ladies of the 
First English Lutheran Church for their untiring efforts in making our 
Convention a most happy and pleasant occasion. 

3. That we extend a rising vote of thanks to all our officers for their 
willingness and efficiency in performing their duties. 

4. That we acknowledge the faithful work of those of our Departmental 
Secretaries who must now relinquish their offices, because they have served 
the prescribed time. 7 

5. That we are thankful for the services of our missionaries. 

6. That we express our thanks to the speakers, musicians, vocalists, 
chairmen, the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce for the badges, the Synod 
for the program and our pages in the History of the Synod of California, 
and to all those who made our program one of such variety and inspiration 
that it will long be remembered by all those who attended. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HELEN R. WRIGHT 
BELLE CROUSER 
ESTHER D. CHELSON 


SUPERIOR MERIT AND HONOR ROLL 


16 Societies met the Superior Merit Roll requirements. 

13 Societies met the Honor Roll requirements. 

The Superior Merit Societies were the following: 

Beverly Hills, L. A., 18 points; Berkeley, St. Michael’s (First), 18 points: 
Oakland, First (First), 16 points; Glendale, First (First), 18 points; Pasadena, 
Trinity (First), 15 points; Riverside, Trinity (First), 15 points; Redlands, 
First, 16 points; San Diego, First, 15 points! Hollywood, L. A. (First), 15 
points; Alhambra, Grace (First), 15 points; Huntington Park (First), 18 
points; Fresno, First (Second), 15 points; North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s 
(First), 15 points; Riverside, Trinity (Second), 18 points; Arizona, Phoenix, 
Grace, 16 points; Santa Monica, St. Paul’s, 16 points. 

The following Societies met the Honor Roll requirements: 

Richmond, Grace, 13 points; Sacramento, First, 13 points; Pasadena, 
Trinity (Second), 13 points; Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (First), 12 points; 
San Jose Grace, 12 points; Sacramento, St. John’s (First), 12 points; Long 
Beach, Trinity, 12 points; Oakland, St. John’s, 12 points; Los Angeles Beth- 
any, 12 points; San Bernardino, First, 13% points; Los Angeles, First, 13 
points; Oakland First (Second) Louisa Miller, 13 points; Los Angeles, Holly- 
wood (Second), 13 points. 

Others met the following points: 

San Jose, Bethel, 11 points; Sacramento, St. John’s (Second) Dorcas, 
11 points; Fresno, First (First), 10 points; North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s 
(Second) Faith, 9 points; San Francisco, St. Mark’s, 9 points; Los Angeles, 
Bethany (Second) 9 points; Gardena, St. John’s, 8 points; Berkeley, St. 
Michael’s (Second), 8 points; San Francisco, First, 8 points; Alhambra, Grace, 
(Second) Dr. Anna Kugler, 7 points; San Francisco, St. Matthew’s, 7 points; 
Santa Barbara, Grace, 6 points; San Diego (Second), 6 points. 

Societies which did not reach the 12 requirements have worked faithfully 
in securing new members, life members and have shown progress. 

Plan to reach the Honor and Superior Roll requirements for our Golden 
Jubilee at the next Convention which will be held in Sacramento, St. John’s 
Church in May, 1942. 
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ha Transferred from Lenten Off. to Deaconess. Fund. $50.00 Transferred from Lenten Off. to Migrant Fund. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 1942-1943 


IPLESIGEM bigs ee ee en ol esa ihe kia oe ne The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr. 
1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale, California 
Mrstuyice-Presidelitese:nsues -) eer ae The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
997 East Walnut St., Pasadena, California 
Second Vice-President...) ee The Rev. Henry W. Opperman 
1709 “L” Street, Sacramento, California 
SGCECDAT Vesey aoe cus we ea) Re Ae a ee Aarne The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser 
2458 - 41st Street, Sacramento, California 
DSCREN Bh G(s) cea iar maa Rete ee gO PUN RO Sherr ot pau tees eee A aM NCU Mr. William B. Scheehl 
723 - 52nd Street, Oakland, California 
SCAG US GH CNTY Secale Taam eg ee ee The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
1226 Farris Ave., Fresno, California 
VAT CTT VAS Gest thre ube Ritson e U hee U ieee sa eeel ee tee The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 


3119 West 6th Street, Los Angeles, California 


Trustees of Synod 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., 
The Rev. Henry W. Opperman, The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser, 
Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl. 


Executive Committee 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., 
The Rev. Henry W. Opperman, The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser, 
Mr. William B. Scheehl, Mr. F. C. Noel, Mr. Robert E. Paden. 


Home Mission Committee 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., 
The Rev. Henry W. Opperman. 
1943—The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., Mr. W. E. Lebold. 
1944—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., Mr. William Capel. 


Examination Committee 
1943—The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D., The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. 
1944—The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D., (Convener); The Rey. Francis C. 
Pryor. 
1945—The Rev. J. S. Herold, D.D., The Rev. William H. Derr, D.D. 


Foreign Mission Committee 
1943—The Rev. J. Edward Oslund. 
1944—The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. (Chairman). 
1945—The Rev. Edward N. Spirer. 


Synodical Trustee on Board of Midland College 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. 


Social Mission Committee 
1943—The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., The Rev. Charles F. Oehler, D.D. 
1944—The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, The Rev. Adam Schreiber. 
1945—The Rev. Harry R. Allen, (Chairman); The Rey. J. Edward Oslund. 


Historian 
The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D. 
Ministerial Education Committee 
The Rev. William E. Crouser, (Chairman) 
The Rev. William S. Dysinger, D.D. The Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, DD. 


Parish and Church School Secretary 
The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 


Children of the Church 
Mrs. C. S. Izenour, Secretary Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, Treasurer 


Luther League Advisers 
Northern Conference—The Rey. Clarence F. Crouser 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 


The Necrologist 
The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver 


Chaplain 
The Rev. Clifford B. Holand The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp, Alternate 


Publicity Committee 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D. D. (Chairman) 
The Rev. Marvin O. Lee Mr. Charles Hushaw 


Minutes of Synod 
The Rev. Henry F. Schmidt (Chairman) 
The Rev. A. J. Soldan, D.D. The Rey. Carl A. Miller 


Women’s Organizations 
The Rev. Henry Irving Kohler, D.D. (Chairman) 
The Rev. Herman Lucas The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D. 


Reference and Counsel 
The Rey. Robert S. Romeis (Chairman) 
The Rev. Adam Schreiber The Rev. Warren R. Mottern, Litt. D. 


Stewardship Committee 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. (Chairman) 
The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp Mr. William Mann Mr. C. T. Gutleben 


Constitution of Synod 
The Rey. J. George Dorn, D. D. (Chairman) 
The Rev. Franklin P. Smith The Rev. Francis C. Pryor 


Student Work Committee 
The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson (Chairman) 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D. D. Mr. Howard Logan 


State of Church 
The Rev. William S. Dysinger, D.D. (Chairman) 
The Rev. William F. Poat, LL.D., The Rev. John R. Broyer, Ph. D., 
The Rev. John C. Bitter 


St. David’s Camp Committee 
The Rev. William H. Derr, D.D. (Chairman) 
Ar. A. J. Spindt, The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 


Commissioner of Transportation 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 


Editor of the Golden State Lutheran 
The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 


Brotherhood Committee 
The Officers of the Synodical Brotherhood. (See Report on Page 25.) 


Committee on Publications 
The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D. D. (Chairman) 


he Rev. William E. Crouser The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
Auditors 
O. W. Weibel and H. B. O’Brien 
Resolutions 


he Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D. The Rev. John A.M. Zeigler, Ph. D., D.D. 
The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 


NEXT CONVENTION 


First Lutheran Church, Glendale, California 
May 18, 19, 20, 1943 
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Minutes 


of the 


Fifty-First Annual Convention 


of the 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 


of California 
e 


FIRST SESSION 


Sacramento, California, April 28, 1942 - 7:45 P.M. 
The Fifty-First Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
9f California opened with the Confessional Service followed by the Sacrament 
of the Holy Communion. The celebrants: The Officers of Synod; Liturgist, 
secretary Clarence F. Crouser; Homilist, President William H. Derr, D.D., 
who preached the sermon on the theme “Revising Our Securities”, based on 
2salm 11:13. 


SECOND SESSION 
Sacramento, California, April 29, 1942 - 9:00 A.M. 


The devotional was conducted by the Chaplain, The Rev. Henry Irving 
<ohler, D.D., on the general theme, “Preachers and Preaching”, his theme 
‘His Call” being based on John 15:16. 

President Derr opened Synod by the use of the prescribed form. 

The roll was called. 


The following new pastors were introduced: The Reverends Albert B. 
schwertz, D.D., Franklin P. Smith, Otto Becker, Erwin A. Vosseler, Lawrence 
Josseler, Marvin O. Lee, Franklin A. Swanson. The following visitors were 
Iso introduced: The Reverends P. W. H. Frederick, D.D., acting dean of 
Vestern Seminary, and Henry H. Bagger, D.D., official representative of the 
1. L. CG. A.; S. O. Thorlaksson, field representative of the Board of American 
Missions; Arthur C. Knudten, supply pastor of St. John’s Church, Gardena, 
nd Charles P. Smith, supply pastor of St. Mark’s, San Francisco. 


The Secretary read the following: 
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10 FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Convention Committees 


President’s Report: The Revs. J. R. Broyer, H. A. Anspach, F. C. Pryor, 
and Carl Miller; Prof. John B. Nield. 

Resolutions: The Revs. J. George Dorn, E. A. Vosseler, Albert B. Schwertz; 
Messrs. F. C. Noel and George Spindt. 

Claims: The Revs. Clifford B. Holand, Adam Schreiber; Messrs. W. B. 
Scheehl, L. E. Schaefer. 

Letters and Papers: The Revs. W. E. Crouser, Paul Romeis, J. C. Bitter, 
J. S. Herold; and Mr. J. P. Torvik. 

Excuses: The Revs. W. L. Poat, Harry Allen, Herman Lucas, Otto Becker; 
and Mr. W._F. Bening. 

Tellers: The Revs. Orval A. Awerkamp, Franklin Smith, Franklin A. 
Swanson; Messrs. Guy Reynolds, E. C. Bentz, Theodore Broyer. 


The First Vice-President, Guy L. Hudson, was called to the Chair and 
President Derr presented: 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Dear Brethren: 


We are meeting today in our fifty-first annual convention of Synod in 
response to the gracious invitation of St. John’s congregation of Sacramento, 
and its pastor, Rev. Henry W. Opperman. 

We are also participating in the 75th anniversary of the organization 
of St. John’s congregation. Suitable recognition of this fact will be made 
later during the sessions of Synod. 

At this time, however, we wish to extend our hearty congratulations to 
the members of St. John’s church for the splendid achievements and honor- 
able record made during the 75 years of its history, forty-five of which were 
under the pastorate of Dr. C. F. Oehler, and since his retirement, under 
the energetic leadership of the Rev. Henry W. Opperman. May God’s bless- 
ing be upon your future efforts for the extension of His kingdom. 

We are meeting at this time under world conditions of which history has 
no parallel, the outcome of which God alone can tell. It is a testing time 
for the church. In these times we need more devotion, more self-sacrificing 
service; a faith that realizes more than ever, as did Luther, “A Mighty 
Fortress is Our God.” We must have a fellowship that not only endures, 
but that dares to do the will of the Lord. 


Summary of Activities 


Resignations 
The Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., from the First Church, Los Angeles. 


Rev. William C. Miller, S.T.M., from the First Church, Redlands, Jan. 
15, 1942. 


Rev. J. Edward Oslund, from St. Mark’s, San Francisco, Jan. 12, 1942. 
Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman, St. John’s, Gardena, Oct. 15, 1941. 


Calls Accepted 
Rev. E. A. Vosseler, First Church, San Diego. 
Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., First Church, Los Angeles, Oct. 15, 1941. 
Rev. Carl A. Miller, First Church, Redlands, Jan. 15, 1942. 


Installations 
Rev. E. A. Vosseler, First Church, San Diego, Sept. 16, 1941, by Dr. George 
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H. Hillerman, at the appointment of the President of Synod. 


Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, First Church, Los Angeles, Dec. 7, 1941, by 
Rev. J. M. Francis, D.D., at the appointment of the President. 


Rey. Otto Becker, St. Paul’s Church, Sanger, by Rev. Adam Schreiber 
assisted by Revs. J. C. Bitter and Robert Romeis. 


Transfers to Other Synods 
Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, to the Iowa Synod. 
Rev. Sydney E. Bateman to the Central Synod of Pennsylvania. 


Transfers to the California Synod 

Rey. Franklin P. Smith, from the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, Sept. 
24, 1941. 

Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, from the Pacific Synod, Aug. 2, 1941. 

Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, from the Iowa Synod, Oct. 15, 1941. 

Rev. Otto Becker, from the Lutheran Synod of Manitoba, Canada, Oct. 
14, 1941. 

Rev. Lawrence Vosseler, from the Synod of the Northwest, Dec. 1, 1941. 

Rev. Franklin A. Swanson. 

Rev. Marvin O. Lee, from the Synod of the Northwest. 


Ordination 
At the authorization of the Synod of the Northwest, Lawrence Vosseler, 
was ordained in the First Church, Glendale, Rev. James P. Beasom, pastor, 
by the President of Synod. The brother of the candidate, Rev. Erwin A. 
Vosseler, preached the sermon. Other Lutheran pastors in the vicinity par- 
ticipated in the services. 


Chaplains in Service 
Rev. Delmar L. Dyreson. 
Rev. Erwin T. May 
Rev. J. Edward Oslund. 
Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., U. S. Home Guard Air Corps, Glendale. 


Pastors of Local Churches Doing Service 
Rev. E. A. Vosseler, at San Diego. 
Rev. Harry Allen, Phoenix, Ariz. 
Rev. Henry W. Opperman. 


In Memoriam 


Rey. James J. Chambers, of Visalia, passed to his eternal reward on 
June 13, 1941. Funeral services were conducted by Rev. J. L. Sawyer, of 
Seattle, assisted by local ministers of the Northern Conference. 

Mrs. Martha Gehrcke, widow of the late Rev. Herman Gehrcke, was 
called to rest on Nov. 15, 1941, after a long illness. The funeral services were 
in charge of the Rev. Herman Lucas, pastor of St. Matthew’s Church of 
which Rev. Gehrcke had been the founder and pastor for many years. 


Dedications 


The beautiful new church building of Fresno, Rev. Robert S. Romeis, 
pastor, was dedicated Sunday, April 26, with appropriate services. The Presi- 
dent of Synod preached the sermon, and other officers of Synod assisted, also 
the brother of the pastor, Rev. Paul H. Romeis, of San Bernardino. 
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The Santa Monica Hospital, having been taken over by the California 
Lutheran Hospital Association, was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies 
January 4, 1942. The President of the California Synod, Rev. W. H. Derr, 
D.D., read the dedicatory service. Mr. Fritz Noel, President of the Associa- 
tion, made an address, and introduced other speakers. 


Rededication 

St. John’s congregation, Gardena, carried Out the plans made by the 
former pastor, Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman, by remodeling the interior of 
the auditorium, which makes a beautiful, churchly appearance. The build- 
ing had suffered much from earthquake shocks, and was badly in need of 
repair. Rev. Arthur C. Knudten, who is under appointment by the Home 
Mission Board to supply the pulpit was in charge of the services, which were 
held Sunday, Feb. 15, 1942, at 2:30 in the afternoon. The President of Synod 
preached the-sermon, assisted by Dr. J. E. Hoick, and Rev. Guy L. Hudson, 
president of the Southern Conference. Other ministers who spoke inform- 
ally, were Dr. J. A. M. Ziegler, Dr. Yerian, and Rev. N. N. Harter. 


Anniversaries 


Bethany congregation, Los Angeles, Rev. Henry I. Kohler, D.D., pastor, 
celebrated the 15th anniversary of its organization, Oct. 12, 1941, with special 
services. The President of Synod preached the sermon. Under Pastor 
Kohler’s ministry, of twelve years, the congregation has been brought to self 
support, and the old building remodeled into a beautiful churchly structure. 
We congratulate the pastor and congregation on splendid achievements. 


St. Luke’s, Huntington Park, Rev. H. J. Weaver, D.D., pastor, celebrated 
its twentieth anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 2, 1941. The President of Synod 
preached the anniversary sermon in the morning, and Rev. D. Edward Wright, 
who supplied this congregation for a time after its organization, made the 
address in the evening. Rev. W. H. Derr, officially organized this mission 
20 years before when he was then President of Synod. 


St. John’s, of Sacramento, (the host church of the convention) was 
organized 1867, Dec. 1. It is therefore 75 years old, and antidates the organi- 
zation of the California Synod. Much interesting history is packed into 
the records of these years; the outcome of it all is this large congregation, 
with its beautiful and well equipped church, and its commodious parsonage 
which adjoins the church. 

St. John’s Church, Oakland, celebrated its 20th anniversary June 8, 1941. 
The first mortgage was burned at this time. Repairs to the church building 
included the replacing of the foundation, joists and floor, due to the effec- 
tive work of termites. The exterior of the church was painted. The first 
payment on the church extension loan was made during the Easter season. 


The First Church, Fresno, in connection with the dedication of its new 
church building, also celebrated its 25th anniversary with a banquet the same 
evening. This congregation was organized April 8, 1917, by the late Rev. 
H. C. Funk, then the Superintendent of Missions in the California Synod. 


Interesting Items from, Different Parishes 


The First Church, Sacramento, Rev. Clarence F. Crouser, pastor, im- 
proved its church property by painting the exterior and redecorating the 
interior. The grounds were also relandscaped. This congregation was for- 
tunate in receiving some worthwhile gifts. A neon-lighted “Wayside Pulpit” 
was donated by Deacon A. G. Pape, and dedicated with proper ceremonies. 
Also the gift of a steam table by Deacon I. D. Jones, and also a solid oak 
serving table for the kitchen. All this but indicates a growing and deepening 
spiritual life in the congregation. 

The First Church, San Bernardino, Rev. Paul Romeis, pastor, reports 
the purchase of a new organ, the Everett Orgatron, costing $1815.00. This 
improvement adds much to the beauty and dignity of the service. The 
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tower room was remodeled and fitted up for a church office and pastor’s 
study. The pastor’s salary was also increased. 


St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, Rev. Herman Lucas Pastor, has a number 
of organizations which function for the welfare of the congregation. The 
Brotherhood remodeled the social hall, paying for the materials and doing 
the work. New light fixtures were installed. The Ladies’ Aid, Junior Aid 
and the Luther League, each contributed a part to the recarpeting of the 
vestibule of the church. It is estimated that $1000 worth of improvements 
have been made. 


Trinity Church, Long Beach, Rev. D. J. Snyder, D.D., pastor, reports a 
reduction of the debt on the property to the amount of $3000.00 since the 
first of January. This reduces their obligation to less than $5000, which is 
expected to be met within the next year. 

Tne Wartburg congregation, Fresno, Rev. J. C. Bitter, pastor, reports 
the installation of a new organ, and that special services of dedication were 
held Sunday, April 19, at which time Revs. Lucas, Schreiber, Becker, and 
Robert Romeis assisted the pastor in the service. 

The First Church, San Francisco, found it necessary to make extensive 
repairs to the roof of the church. The heavy rains on Easter Sunday did 
not interfere with a splendid service. The pastor, Dr. J. R. Broyer was as- 
sisted by the Pacific Secretary of Home Missions, who preached the sermon 
at the main service. Rev. Harvey Leech and Dr. van Orden, with the pastor 
participated in the liturgical part of the service. 

Most encouraging reports come from San Diego, Rev. E. A. Vosseler, 
pastor. The people have responded heartily to the leadership of their new 
pastor. Accessions have been large, the finances have improved to the extent 
of making possible necessary repairs to the church property, consisting of — 
repairs to the organ, rewiring of the auditorium at a cost of $584. In addi- 
tion over $2000.00 pledged toward reducing the debt on the property. 

Temple Church edifice, San Francisco, claims to be the oldest Protestant 
church building in the city. It is in need of repairs both interior and ex- 
terior. Likewise the parsonage needs improvements. The pastor, Rev. 
Henry F. Schmidt, is busy raising funds toward making these improvements. 
After this is accomplished, the congregation will celebrate its silver anni- 
versary. The property is 46 years older than the congregation. It was 
originally the property of a Presbyterian congregation. 

Grace Church, San Jose, Rev. W. E. Crouser, D.D., pastor, is doing its 
bit for the boys in service. The headquarters of the 7th army corps is 
less than a block from the church. The basement of the church has been 
fitted up as a home-like center, to which service men are glad to come. 
Every convenience is afforded. The good women of the church are active 
in serving the boys with hot coffee, cocoa, and plenty of good things to eat. 

Holy Trinity Mission, Morningside, Los Angeles, at the end of its first 
year, reports over 150 members; $3000 in building fund, with good prospects 
for building operations this summer. Franklin A. Swanson, is the energetic 
pastor. 


St. John’s, Sacramento, is the Lutheran center for service men of 
Mather and McClelland Fields. A close contact is maintained with all Lu- 
theran men at these two camps through a committee in the Luther League 
and a service men’s secretary. Between thirty and forty army men attend 
services each Sunday. There has been a marked increase in membership and 
finances the past year. Rev. Henry W. Opperman is the pastor. 

Trinity Church, Riverside, is taking on new life, from the report of the 


annual congregational meeting, which had the largest attendance in the 
history of the present pastorate. All financial obligations were met, and 


the apportionment paid 100 percent. 


First Church, Los Angeles. The new pastor, Rev. Dr. Albert B. Schwertz, 
arrived October, 1941. Since then the Bible School has been reorganized 
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into departments, and the Christian life course introduced. The interior 
lighting has been improved, especially in the pulpit and chancel. A lighted 
bulletin board was purchased and mounted on our church lawn. The Luther 
League is now divided into three groups. The latest item of news is the 
calling of an assistant pastor in the person of Rev. Marvin O. Lee, who is 
on the field, actively at work. 

The outstanding item from the First Church, Fresno, is the completion 
of their new church building. Rev. Robert S. Romeis, the pastor, deserves 
much credit for this achievement. 

The First Church, Glendale, has made a record the past year, which is 
quite outstanding. It has paid off all the debt on the church property, 
approximating $10,000. In addition it has made extensive repairs, both to 
the building, and in new furnishings for the interior, costing somewhere 
near $5000. The projected improvements have not all been completed. A 
gift of a Baldwin Grand Piano from Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Tappe, is 
much appreciated. 

Trinity, Pasadena, reports the redecorating of the social hall, with new 
furnishings, costing $125.00. The gift of Maas organ chimes, 21 notes, by 
the Luther League, amount $400.00. A gift of 26 choir robes for the Luther 
League choir, by Mr. and Mrs. P. O. Lieberg, charter members of the congre- 
gation. Debt reduction of $1500. 

Hollywood Lutheran Church, reports that the nave of the church has been 
recarpeted. Organ console and choir stalls rebuilt, at a cost of $500. Debt 
reduced $2500. Thirty-eight boys and one woman serving in the armed 
forces of the nation. The pastor, Dr. Dorn, for the fourth time, was chosen 
as the preacher for the Easter sunrise service in the Hollywood Bowl. The 
service was broadcast throughout the United States, Canada, and by short 
wave around the world. It is estimated that 200 million people listened in. 


St. Paul’s, Santa Monica, has had a good year with steady gains in all 
departments. While there have been many newcomers to Santa Monica 
who have helped to swell the attendance at services, the congregation has 
lost a number of its key men due to the war, which required their services 
in other parts of the country and of the world. 


Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, Rev. Guy L. Hudson, pastor, has made some 
notable improvements to its property through the efforts of the men of the 
church. The exterior of the church received a new coat of white paint 
which makes the building stand out like a lighthouse in the community. The 
Easter communion was the largest in the history of the congregation. The 
full apportionment has been paid. Sixteen new members received since 
Jan. 1st, and two groups of young people will be confirmed on Whitsunday. 


Grace Church, Alhambra, has met all its financial obligations the past 
year, as is its yearly record. The apportionment paid in full, substantial 
reduction of the church debt, notwithstanding the absence of the regular 
pastor, Rev. D. Edward Wright, who is serving as a chaplain in the navy, 
located at present at San Diego. On Easter Sunday the congregation was 
presented with a handsome silk flag in honor of Chaplain Wright, by Mr. and 
Mrs. Nordeman, former members of Grace Church, but now located in San 
Diego. Rev. W. H. Derr is the acting pastor. 


Santa Barbara is being supplied by Rev. Albert Groseclose, awaiting the 
ee of the Board of American Missions, as to the future of the congrega- 
ion. 

Grace Church, Phoenix, Arizona, Rev. Harry R. Allen, pastor, has had a 
very prosperous year. Among the improvements are the redecorating of the 
interior of the church, built a seven room parsonage, paid $1500 on the first 
mortgage; made the quarterly payments on the second mortgage to the 
Board of American Missions a year in advance, totaling $990.00. Since the 
first of the year 47 new members have been received, and another fine group 
will be received Whitsunday. Increased attendance at all services is reported, 
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and also all financial obligations promptly met. 


Grace Church, Richmond, Rev. Orval Awerkamp, pastor, reports the 
largest attendance of soldiers at services of any church in town. The pastor 
is sponsoring special services for the boys at their camp at Point Richmond 
Sunday afternoons. The congregation over-subscribed the $1400 goal for 
principal by $200. The balance of the bank debt is to be raised this year. 
All departments of the church are functioning at full capacity. 


The Village Church of Westwood, Los Angeles, has purchased a lot and is 
bending every effort towards raising funds towards the erection of a church 
building. This effort is being made without asking aid from the Board of 
American Missions. 


St. Matthew’s Church, North Hollywood, comes with the encouraging re- 
port of a 75 percent increase in Sunday School attendance. Every depart- 
ment of the church work has functioned well, and all financial obligations 
have been promptly met. 


Considering the report as a whole, we find very gratifying results in the 
way of material improvements, consisting of one new church building, a 
number of others remodeled, improved both interior and exterior, one new 
parsonage built, and debts greatly reduced on properties. Increased interest 
in church attendance is evident, and many new members added to our 
church rolls. There has been no note of discouragement from any of our 
pastors, which is a hopeful sign for future progress. May God continue 
to bless our sincere efforts to do His will. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM H. DERR, D.D. 
The report was received and referred to the Committee on President’s 
Report. 
William B. Scheehl presented: 


16 FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
January 1, 1941 to December 31, 1941 


= Disburse- 
Receipts ments 
BALANCES—January 1, 1941 
Synodicalue@reasuicy wee ee eee $ 1,486.86. 
Je Wire bale Histaves iim) eee eee 75.00 
SHUG My VV ON Key, Pua Caeeee steerer ee 14.00 
IVUISSION ea SUI CYA CCOUM ieee eee 681.42 2,257.28 
APPORTIONMENT— 

United Lutheran Church ................ pe $10,436.70 10,436.70 
Synodical Treasury 2,725.36 
Midlandit@olleger 25722 seme te ee 1,227.40 
ALO CAMA PP OL UI OMUINC TG eee secre eee ae 14,389.46 
Wii cikanda@ollese m(GuinCS)y eee een ee 312.06 *1,639.46 
PTC Mer ates VV OL1 GC ACG OM esses eae ees 617.17 $617.17 
Service = Men's 2Wielfarem see ee 568.64 568.64 
POreio nie MISSLON Girne wees eee eee tee 141.32 141.32 
OtherpBenevolences:: xi. = vee TN lee ee eee 255.85 255.85 
WMIVELSIG ye SGU CETL VV ON Kee seece eons eee 522.50 511.50 
IN Gib URS ere eats led HG HB ere H KO) Ol eee eas ene eee caa eet cesses 93.00 643.00 
Repayment a/c Ministerial Education ....................... 120.00 
SyNodical MAIstony: PAC COMING ee ere cerns eee eee 558.50 779.08 
Misc. Receipts—Synodical Treasury -.................... 1.62 
Executive Committee Expense ................-0--2--0.. 228.98 
Home Mission Committee Expense ..............0.000....... 113.80 
Mission Survey Fund Disbursements ......................... 15.66 
Other Officers’ and Committees’ Expenses... 12.66 
Officers’ Salaries and Expense Allowance .................... 1,000.00 
Golden Jubilee Committee Expense ..............................- 260.35 
Convention) Travelolixpensen-c se 200.69 
Other Convention Gexpense) cee osc n ee 15.00 
PENG es VENTS oO Ley OC eres cere eee eee 60.00 311.88 
GoldeneStatesbutherany see ere See 195.23 
Californias iubh ere mi © am py ewe eee eee ee 108.24 
Yosemite National Park Church... ee 50.00 
sequoia Nationale Parks Church eee eee 25.00 
Gift to -W.. M.S. for Indias Centenniales 100.00 
Postagevand © Sta Gioner yarssce ce eee eee 61.38 
NIScellameOus PEXP EM SE Sia crtree ter te eee ee 26.08 


$19,897.40 $18,317.67 
Balance pMeCEMOC ry Sy LOA Ia rs eee ee eee eee ee 1,579.73 


$19,897.40 $19,897.40 


* One Hundred Dollars contributed from General 
Fund in Synodical Treasury. 


{+ Eighty Dollars and Ninety-eight cents received in 
offerings at Synodical Convention contributed 
to this cause. 
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Consolidated Report on Financial Condition Dec. 31, 1941 


Cash in Synodical Treasury ....... Sen eee te os! $ 888.97 
IMISSIONME SURV VarELLInG geet eset cen eee 665.76 
SEUGeIa GEA. OLKem run) ines ie ceeee 25.00 


wROCaAICaASh i BalanGenn cet sense ee ee Bee 1,579.73 
INOUCSE RCCEIVG DIC mete arene en. ee tres she 1,600.00 


Home for Aged Fund Gross Assets ................ 22,753.39 
LOTAT A GROSSPASSE IS see en $25,933.12 
HOME FOR THE AGED FUND 
Cashionynand January, 15. 19412 $ 3,463.12 
RECEIPTS — 
Payment on Principal (Mortgage)... 2... 698.00 
IMLeReSERONe MOnLS AG eset sis ee eke 122.47 
MAberestioOnsSavines: ACCOUNT) se ee 69.42 
Rec’d from Estate of Dr. Milton H. Stine —.............. 2,625.00 
OVGINETIBEVE COLD US erent ec. Stee uneted aeeee s Pee eM on ae 10.00 
DISBURSEMENTS — 
U.S.; Defense Bonds Purchased) 2..:..-<-2-- -$ 5,000.00 
BERT OCs ee soe tee teen eed Son Seat Oe EA ee EL Se 217.07 
Comm. on Sale’ of Stumpf Property .....2.......2........ 50.00 
Cost of Collection on Mortgage Payments _.................. 4.55 
GAS Hee ATi AIN Cc ene he Se 
CAS alee OO ING Chat eee ir ec hee $ 1,716.39 
Us Sapetense) Bonds ee ie 5,000.00 
Mortgage on Stumpf Property ........................ 2,250.00 
SlelEaeVlAOre 1Oti Ab, COS Uiecci sere see seo 12,500.00 


234 Shares L. A. Investment Co. (Market)... 1,287.00 


$22,753.39 
Respectfully submitted, 
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$ 6,988.01 


5,271.62 


$ 1,716.39 


WILLIAM B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


Oakland, Calif. - April 14th, 1942 


To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California: 


We have examined the books and accounts of William B. Scheehl, Treas- 
urer of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California and find them correct 
and in order, and the balances of one thousand five hundred seventy-nine 
dollars and seventy-three cents in the General Treasury and one thousand 
seven hundred sixteen dollars and thirty-nine cents in the Sierra Madre 
savings account to be in agreement with the balances as shown by the bank 


statements. : 
Respectfully submitted, 


The Auditing Committee, 
H. B. O’BRIEN 
O. W. WEIBEL 


The report, with auditor’s endorsement, was adopted. Supplementary 
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reports for the first three months of 1942 and of the payments by congrega- 
tions on apportionment were received as information. 


Robert S. Romeis presented: 


STATISTICIAN’S REPORT 


April 28, 1942 
Fathers and Brethren: - 

The statistical sheets have been posted and with the following constitute 
the Report of the Statistician for the year 1941. 

Reports were received from all congregations. A few were late, but on 
the whole the response was commendable. On many reports minor correc- 
tions wee necessary. 

Two new congregations were included this year in the report of the 
Southern Conference. As a result the gains for the Southern Conference 
are somewhat larger than those of last year. In the Northern Conference 
Benevolence (Apportioned) $72.50 was received too late to be included in 
the report. 

A comparison of the more important totals follows: 


Synod N. Conf. S. Conf. 
Baptized Members. .............0...000000-- 844 gain 165 gain 679 gain 
Confirmed Members  ...-.-2...2.....-...4.- 631 gain 100 gain 531 gain 
Communing Members; 2 363 gain 8 loss 371 gain 
Sunday School Scholars........................ 98 gain 59 loss 157 gain 
Waive Clune ms eee eco eee cee ee 18 gain 5 loss 23 gain 
Men’s Societies Members .................... 99 loss 34 gain 133 loss 
Youth Societies Members .................... 39 gain 31 loss 70 gain 
Property Valuation 322s eee $22,200 loss $2,500 gain $24,700 loss 
Congregational Expense —.................... 17,715 gain 935 gain 16,780 gain 
Benevolences CA DDOrt. mea eee 827 gain 48 loss 875 gain 
Benevolence (Unapport.) —.................. 595 gain 283 gain 312 gain 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT S. ROMEIS, Statistician 


The matter of correcting the number of communicants reported by con- 
gregations was discussed and the motion prevailed that the Report of the 
Statistician in its corrected form be adopted. 


In the absence of the Archivist no report was given. 
J. Edward Hoick presented: 


HISTORIAN’S REPORT 


With the completion of the Synodical History for the first fifty years, 
it might be inferred that the work of the Historian has been finished. But 
history is continuously being made, and each year, the developments should 
be recorded. 

Accordingly, your Synodical Historian has secured two loose leaf folders, 
one for each Conference, in which entries will be made of interesting events 
from time to time. 


Thus from one year to another, these supplemental pages will preserve 
in manuscript form, a continuous record. 


This project will be greatly facilitated, if pastors will send the Historian 
announcements and programs of important events. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN EDWARD HOICK 
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The report was adopted. 
Clarence F. Crouser presented: 


REPORT OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISER 
(Northern Conference) 

The District Luther League of Northern California is composed of groups 
from nine of the sixteen churches of the Northern Conference. At present 
there are ten Leagues in the District. Active interest is being shown by 
groups within three other congregations, and it is hoped that they may soon 
affiliate with the District. One new League affiliated last year, that of St. 
Matthew’s, San Francisco. 

The District League met all of its financial obligations last year, and is 
the third District League, out of the thirty-two in the Luther League of 
America, to meet its national dues in full this year. 

Two Spring Rallies and one Annual Convention have been held since the 
appointment of the undersigned as adviser. The rallies were held in St. 
Mark’s, San Francisco, on May 25th, 1941, and St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, 
on April 26th, 1942. Both were well attended and revealed much interest in 
the District. 

The Annual Convention was held in Grace Church, San Jose, on October 
18th and 19th, 1941. Dr. W. H. Derr, preached the Convention sermon, fol- 
lowing the administration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper by your 
Adviser and the host pastor. Discussion groups were conducted during the 
Church School period by Miss Emelie Waggoner, Educational Secretary for 
the District; Mrs. C. F. Crouser, Missionary Secretary; Mr. Howard L. Logan, 
Second Vice-President of the Luther League of America; and the Adviser. 
The presence of Chaplain Leo R. Nielsen, formerly a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Luther League of America and Mr. Logan added greatly 
to the success of the Convention. The business session was conducted by 
President Wallace A. Norum, First Church, Sacramento. 

The District paper, ‘““The Microphone” has been issued quarterly, twice by 
St. John’s, Sacramento, and twice by St. Mark’s, San Francisco. Your Adviser 
has contributed a column to each issue, besides sending four circular letters 
and a number of individual letters throughout the churches of the District. 

The present officers are: President, Mr. Edward Stillwell, St. John’s, 
Sacramento; Vice-President, Miss Margaret Swendsen, St. Michael’s, Berkeley; 
Secretary, Miss Priscilla Kleppel, St. John’s, Sacramento; and Treasurer, Mr. 
Fred Knauss, St. Matthew’s, San Francisco. 

During the year, your Adviser was privileged to address the Annual Con- 
ventions of the Northern Conference and of the Women’s Missionary Society 
of the Northern Conference on the work of the Luther League. 

I consider it a privilege and an honor to have been permitted to have 
served in some small way the youth of our church, and I bespeak for the 
Adviser of next year the same loyal support which has been accorded me. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CLARENCE F. CROUSER 
Howard A. Anspach presented: 


REPORT OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
(Southern District) 
Under the leadership of President Frank McKelvey and his cabinet, the 
Southern District has enjoyed another prosperous year. 
Seven representatives were sent to the National Convention in Canada. 
The district was the first among state and district organizations of the 
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U. L. C. A. to pay its missionary quota for the present biennium, 198% of 
this objective having been paid at the end of the first nine months of the 
biennium. The Long Beach League was presented with a suitable award 
for over-subscribing its quota by the largest margin. 

The District ranks high in the number of sustaining memberships, and 
was thirteenth among the various groups to pay its dues to the general 
society in full. ~ 

Splendid quarterly conventions, well attended, were held in Santa Monica, 
August 23; Hollywood, November 30; and San Diego, February 15. Pians 
are about completed for what promises to be a fine annual convention at 
Glendale, May 22, 23, 24. 

Among other achievements was a successful week-end Lutheran Camp 
outing, August 2, 3, with 49 Leaguers in attendance; a successful basketball 
league season, with St. Luke’s, Huntington Park, winning; the monthly publi- 
cation of a paper, the “Loud Speaker”, a copy of which was sent to each 
of the many Leaguers now in the armed forces of the nation. 

The Intermediates which are not numerous as to organizations have 
been active and have begun the publication of a two-paged paper for pro- 
motional purposes. 

According to plans now being made through Howard Logan of the Exe- 
cutive Committee, the Rev. William Ducker, Intermediate Secretary, and in 
charge of League promotional work, will visit our territory during August 
of this year, beginning his Synodical itinerary at Phoenix about August 11, 
then on to San Diego, August 12, and thence to the Los Angeles area where 
he will remain until about August 20, for several group meetings, after which 
he will visit groups in the, Northern Conference. Pastors are urged to keep 
this visit in mind, and to lend full cooperation. 


Respectfully submitted, 
H. A. ANSPACH 


These reports were adopted and a summary ordered printed in the 
Minutes. 


A recess of ten minutes was declared, following which the Rev. Henry H. 
Bagger, D.D., addressed the Convention on the theme, “The Word at Work 
in the Work: of the Church.” 


Adjournment followed a prayer by Earnest A. Trabert. 


THIRD SESSION 


Sacramento, California, April 29, 1942 - 2:00 P.M. 


The devotional was conducted by the Chaplain on the theme “His Com- 
pany” based on the 15th Chapter of St. Matthew. 


The roll was called. 
The Minutes of the First and Second Sessions were approved as read. 


The Report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel, with time limits 
set, was adopted. 


The Rev. Curtis W. Wiberg, of Sacramento, was introduced and brought 
greetings from the California Conference of the Augustana Synod. 
Greetings were read from the Pacific Synod. 


Chaplain F. Fairclough, a member of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
was presented and spoke of his work in the armed forces. 


Henry Irving Kohler presented: 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 21 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


We felicitate the Women’s Missionary Society now celebrating its 
Golden Jubilee and congratulate them for the progress of not only forty-nine 
consecutive years of missionary enterprise but for their high mark in making 
this fiftieth, a banner year. Their report, furnished by Mrs. P. J. Kramer, 
President, is gratifying and should stimulate for greater progress in the years 
ahead. Number of Societies (50) with 934 active and 80 associate members, 
a gain of 57 active members for the year. The Week of Prayer was generally 
observed. $1610.62 was contributed as a Thank Offering. $370.00 for the 
support of four Bible Women and Five Scholarships. $565.00 given for 32 
Life Memberships and 5 Honorary Memberships. One Society (Bethel, San 
Jose) entered the high rank of 100% Life Membership. One new family was 
added to the 100% Life Memberships, making a grand total of 48 families. Study 
classes in Missionary Education, enrolled 236. With 10 groups enrolling 161 
for Book Reviews. Five Reading Circles with an enrollment of 89, also 32 
other classes, with an enrollment of 468 in some kind of mission study. $468.00 
was given to Rocky Boy Mission. The India Centennial goal of $1000, sup- 
plemented by $100 from The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, 
totaled $1,023.45. The Lace Industry of India received $144.00. The Synodical 
Society of California has invested $300.00 in War Savings Bonds. 

In all of our congregations we find from one to five Societies, organized 
either strictly missionary in objective or social. And more each year we 
note the social and spiritual interests of the local congregation becoming 
primary to the monetary objective. In some congregations the only objective 
is social and spiritual. This is ideal and commendable. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The report was adopted. 
Henry Irving Kohler presented: 


THE SOCIAL MISSION SOCIETY OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Connected with The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
And the United Lutheran Church in America. 


Annual Report of the Board of Managers 


The Social Mission Society of the Southern Conference, submit their an- 
nual report supplementary in connection with the Synodical Social Mission 
Committee. The number of members, composed of all those who pay one 
dollar or more annual membership dues from the respective congregations 
of the Southern Conference, total 178 with receipts totaling $248.75. 

Disbursements for relief of ten cases, one in the Northern Conference, 
total $145.00 for the year ending December 31, 1941. 

The business of the Society is conducted monthly from October first to 
July, and special meetings at the call of the President, by a Board of Man- 
agers elected from the congregations of the Southern Conference. 

The following officers were elected at the Annual Vesper Meeting held in 
the First English Lutheran Church, on Reformation Sunday: President, 
Henry Irving Kohler, D.D.; Vice-President, Caroline Enders Young; Secre- 
tary, Mrs. J. M. Troller, and Treasurer, Sylvanus H. Yerian, D.D. 

With the inception of the Samaritan Salvage Society, Inc., the Social 
Mission Society became a beneficiary together with the Baby’s and Children’s 
Clinic of the California (Lutheran) Hospital Society and The Women’s 
Auxiliary of the same on a percentage basis, and beginning with November 
the receipts of the Social Mission Society have been greatly increased 
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and continuing the report for the coming year should show far greater re- 
turns in koth case work and receipts. 
Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY IRVING KOHLER 


The report was adopted. 
J. George Dorn presented: 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 


The colleges of our nation since our entry into the war are facing diffi- 
cult problems. The decline of enrollment and income and the rising costs 
combine to force the colleges to face the most difficult financial problems in 
history. The student enrollment as of January 21, 1942 had dropped from 
326 to 276 by reason of military service and new opportunities for employment. 
The total income of the college for the first semester, 1941-1942 from all 
sources was $63,659.69 and the total operating expenses were $65,701.00, leav- 
ing a deficit of $2,041.31. The discontinuance of N. Y. A. and the necessity 
for increased financial concessions have reduced the income by at least $10,000. 
Although the financial statement of the treasurer for the fiscal year ending 
August 31, 1941 showed the total income from all sources $121,294.73 and 
total expenses $121,237.78, leaving a net profit for the year 1940-1941 of $56.95. 
The budget for 1942-1943 adopted April 21, 1942, calls for an income of 
$132,000, from the following sources: Students—$85,000. Synods—$27,000. 
Board of Education—$8,400. Endowment—$4,000. Fremont—$3,500. Other 
sources—$4,100. If Midland College and Western Seminary are to continue 
they must receive increased and guaranteed support. 


Your trustees, therefore, transmit the following petitions for favorable 
action: 


1. “The Board most earnestly pleads that the Synod allocate their 
benevolences in such a manner that not less than sixty cents per commun- 
ing member shall accrue to the College, and that fifty cents of this allocation 
shall be designated for the College and ten cents for the Seminary, and that 
these amounts shall actually be paid. 


The Board further pleads that this allocation be effective immediately 
and that payments to the College be remitted pro rata monthly. 


The Synod is hereby informed that action in accordance with the above 
principle is already in effect by the Pittsburg Synod for Thiel College, by 
the Iowa Synod for Carthage College, and by the Northwest Synod for 
Northwestern Seminary. 


The Board appreciates the full import of this petition and unanimously 
records its considered judgment that no alternative is possible. 


2. Inasmuch as the Synods, with the exception of California, constitutent 
to Midland College and the Western Seminary at their 1941 meeting recom- 
mended that the Board separate the College and Seminary, and inasmuch 
as certain financial, legal, and ecclesiastical considerations connected there- 
with must be presented to the Synods before the Board shall feel itself 
competent to act upon the recommendations for separation, the Board now 
unanimously presents to the Synod the following petitions: 


(a) Each Synod select one commissioner to be its constituent member 
on a committee on a western seminary; and that these elections be held 
at the 1942 sessions; 


(b) Instruct their commissioners to assemble at Denver on Wednesday, 
July 1st, 1942, at 10:00 A.M. to formulate a definite organization of a semin- 
ary on the western territory; 
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(c) Designate Dr. Gould Wickey as advisory member of the committee 
and convener of the Denver meeting; 


(d) _ Assume all necessary expense involved in the attendance of their 
commissioners; 


(e) That Dr. F. C. Wiegman be present in an advisory capacity.” 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. GEORGE DORN, Trustee 


._The report was received and the recommendations were considered 
seriatim. 


Dean P. W. H. Frederick was presented and spoke on the work of 
Western Seminary and Midland College. Under the discussion on the 
recommendations, the allotted time having elapsed, the matter was referred 
to the Executive Committee for study and report. 

The Tellers reported the election of James Prince Beasom, Jr., as Presi- 
dent of Synod. 


The Secretary presented: 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California in Convention assembled: 
Reverend Sirs and Brothers: 


Your Executve Committee for the year 1941-42 herewith presents a report 
of its activities since the last meeting of Synod. Five meetings of the 
Committee were held at the following places: In the First English Lutheran 
Church of Los Angeles on May 10th, 1941; in St. Michael’s Parish House on 
September 9th, 1941; in the First English Church of Los Angeles on November 
25th, 1941; in St. Michael’s Parish House of Berkeley, on February 10th, 1942 
and in St. John’s Lutheran Church of Sacramento on April 28th, 1942. 


Items of expense and bills allowed from time to time during the year 
will be found in the Treasurer’s Report and are, therefore, omitted from 
this report. 

The Standing Committees for the year, as printed in the Proceedings 
of the 1941 Convention, were approved by the Committee. 

The Secretary was instructed to have 1,000 copies of the Synodical 
Minutes printed and distributed as usual. He was also authorized to secure 
the necessary Synodical stationery. 

The transfers of the Reverends Erwin A. Vosseler, from the Pacific Synod; 
Franklin P. Smith from the Ministerium of Pennsylvania; Albert B. Schwertz, 
D.D., from the Iowa Synod; Otto Becker, from the Synod of Manitoba; 
Lawrence Vosseler, from the Synod of the Northwest; Franklin A. Swanson, 
from the Illinois Synod; and Marvin O. Lee, from the Synod of the Northwest 
were received and their names ordered added to the Roll of Synod. 


The Committee approved the work being done by Students Elvin S. 
Hansen, Harold J. Lorimer, Albert Alvin Alsop, and Theodore Youngquist in 
preparing themselves for the ministry. The requests of the two former for 
aid was granted to the extent of $200 each plus transportation grant from the 
Board of Education. Mr. Alsop was commended for his offer to repay the 
Synod the amount already advanced him for his education. His financial 
situation being such that our aid was no longer necessary. No application 
for aid was received from Mr. Youngquist for the current year. 

The sum of $250.00 was appropriated for initial expenses in the Mt. 
Davidson District of San Francisco for assistance on rent, or publicity, but 
not on salaries. 

The sum of $5,000 was withdrawn from the bank and invested in Defense 
Bonds, Series F as a better investment for the Sierra Madre Fund. 
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The Committee recommends to Synod that the By-Laws be so amended 
as to provide for a Parish and Church School Committee with the Parish 
and Church School Secretary serving as Chairman thereof. 

The Women’s Missionary Society was billed $60.00 for its share in the 
printing of the Minutes of Synod. 

The sum of $100.00 was allotted from the general fund toward the India 
Centennial Fund being raised by the Women’s Missiomary Society. 

The following dates were set for the publication of the Golden State 
Lutheran: October 1st. December Ist, February 15th, and May 10th. - The 
editor was reminded that at least 10 days warning should be given before 
the dead-line. 

The Secretary was instructed to write letters to the congregations in 
arrears in apportionment, urging a greater effort on the part of people and 
pastors. The results of this effort by your Committee are apparent in the facts 
as revealed by the Treasurer in his report. 

The sum of $100.00 was appropriated from the Treasury at the suggestion 
of the Synodical Representative on the Board of Midland College to assist 
that institution during the emergency occasioned by the war. 


A fixed fee of 2 cents per mile was set for Committee members who 
found it necessary to use a private car in pursuit of the work of their 
Committee. 


Pastors were advised by the Committee that all applications for aid in 
studying for the ministry must be in the hands of the Committee on Minis- 
terial Education at least 10 days before the Synodical Convention. This 
action is necessary in order that the amount may be included in the budget 
to be acted upon by Synod. 

The application of the Rev. B. L. Westenbarger, together with his letter 
of transfer from the Synod of Ohio, was.received and referred to the Exam- 
ining Committee. 

The question of the eligibility of men not now engaged in an active 
pastorate to represent Synod at the Conventions of the U. L. C. A.. was 
referred to the Committee on Constitution. 


The following committees were appointed during the interim: 


Committee on Publications: The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D.. The 
Rev. William E. Crouser, D.D., The Rev. Harry R. Allen. 


Children of the Church: The Rev. Adam Schreiber, Mrs. William Ironside. 
Mrs. J. H. Niebanck, Mrs. C. B. Runkle. 


Boy’s Work Director for Northern Conference: Mr. Elwood C. Moyer. 


The following budget was ordered submitted to the Synod for the year 
1942-43. 


Proposed Budget for 1942-1948 


Officers’ Salaries and Expense Allowance 


PTESi gd Gra Gs sooo ee ae ee 

SOCTelany aq eo ee eee 

PETE@ASUDOR eo Fh A Re ce ee 

Statistician 

Editor Golden State Lutheran 

: $ 850.00 
Executive and Home Mission Committees Expense 0. 375.00 
Other Officers and Committees Expense —................ 50.00 
Stationery, Printing, Postage 75.00 
Synodical Convention Expense 250.00 

275.00 


225.00 


sy 
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Yosemite National Park Church s—i‘“‘“‘i‘ts:S See 
Sequoia National Park Church =—s—s—éi—~Ct™ bs 
Ministerial Education 0 
California Lutheran Camp iiss 
Per Diem Allowance U. L. C. A. Delegates 


Total Budget for California Synod 


United Lutheran Church Apportionment == tt—‘“‘st‘C~™S 12,969.00 
_ Midland College (40c on 5536 members). CS” 2214.00 
Ph iecdi en INNES “ESI EE ii i a 8 Nd ee $18,895.09 


It was recommended that the apportionment dollar be divided in the 
ratio of 70% for the U. L. C. A., 11% for Midland College, and 19% for the 
Recommendaticns 

1. That the proposed budget for the year 1942-43 be adopted. 

2. That the apportionment dollar be divided in the ratio of 70% for 
U. L. C. A.. 11% for Midland College, and 19% for the California Synod. 

3. That the apportionment be set at $3.60 per communicant member. 

4. That the By-Laws be so amended that provision may be made for a 
Parish and Church School Committee with the Parish and Church School 
Secretary serving as Chairman thereof. 

Respectiully submitted. 
CLARENCE F. CROUSER, Secretary 


The report was received and recommendations considered seriatim. — 
(Por action of Synod see page 37.) 
Under point of personal privilege, William F. Bening presented: 


REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


Sacramento, California, April 29, 1942 
To the Officers and Members of Synod: 

The annual meeting of the California Lutheran Brotherhood was held 
at Hotel Sacramento, starting with a banquet at 6:30 PM. 

In the absence of Norman W. Hampton, president of St. John’s Member’s 
Porum, Rev. Henry W. Opperman acted as master of ceremonies. Mr. Hamp- 
ton’s absence was the result of injuries suffered in a recent automobile 
accident. 

Though the presence of approximately 33 members at this meeting was 
somewhat disappointing it was not entirely unexpected since the California 
Lutheran Brotherhood during the past year underwent a series of unfortunate 
situations which seriously retarded its growth, and actually threatened its 
very existence. So much for this until later in this report. 

Following the banquet. the speaker of the evening, Stanley Pedder of 
the Emeryville Chemical Co. was introduced and he delivered a most inter- 
esting address on “industry”. : 

The meeting then opened on a regular business session, which was con- 
ducted by George C. Wieman, Vice-Fresident. In the absence of a Secretary, 
W. F. Bening was appoinied Secretary pro-tem. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: 

President—George C. Wieman 
Vice-President_W. F. Bening 
Secretary—Clarence Derr 
Treasurer—Gardiner Grieve 
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In accordance with our constitution the executive remains the same, 
they being, 

Louis A. Schaeffer 
Howard A. Weisman 
Norman W. Hampton 

A lengthy discussion followed in which an endeavor was made to diagnose 
the existing anemia of the California Lutheran Brotherhood and to prescribe 
proper vitamins for its recovery. 

It was finally decided to leave this in the hands of the President and 
Vice-President, who have since taken preliminary steps to coordinate the 
northern and southern districts with a view toward presenting a State Brother- 
hood to the 1943 Synod that will be adjudged worthy of the place that it 
should have in Synodical activities. 

The meeting adjourned at 10 P.M. after deciding that the California 
Lutheran Brotherhood would go on its own financially, not asking for finan- 
cial assistance of any kind from Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. F. BENING, Vice-President 


The report was adopted. 
Adjournment followed a prayer by Daniel J. Snyder. 


EVENING SERVICE 


The Wednesday Evening Service was in charge of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society with Mrs. P. J. Kramer, presiding. Dr. H. H. Bagger 
spoke on the theme “With Banners Flying”. Music was furnished by the 
A Cappella Choir of the host church. Following the session, a reception 
was given to the visiting delegates by the Dorcas Society of St. John’s Church. 


FOURTH SESSION 
Sacramento, California, April 30, 1942 - 9:00 A.M. 


The devotional was conducted by the Chaplain on the theme “His 
Sermon”, based on 2nd Timothy 4:1-8. 


Roll call was dispensed with. 
Henry F. Schmidt presented: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 


: A thorough examination of the protocol and printed minutes of the Fif- 

tieth Annual Convention indicates that exceptional care was exercised by 
the Secretary in the preparation of the protocol, and in the presentation of 
condensed reports in the printed minutes. The committee commends the 
Secretary for his excellent copy. 

Insofar aS we have been able to discover, all matters referred to in the 
resolutions of the Convention have been acted upon by the respective com- 
mittees to which they were referred. 

The Committee, 


HENRY F. SCHMIDT 


The report was adopted. 
No report. was received from the Farish and Church School Secretary. 
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The President read: 


REPORT OF ST. DAVID’S CAMP . 


For the seventeenth consecutive year, St. David’s Lutheran Camp was 
conducted from July 8-17, 1941, at the California Lutheran Camp. This camp 
is under the jurisdiction of the Synod of California, and is conducted by the 
Southern Conference. The Synod owns at this site a commodious dormitory 
which accommodates 40 people; and has the use of the lodge building and 
equipment for the month of July at a yearly rental of $50.00. 

The members of this year’s staff were: Rev. W. H. Derr, Rev. G. Herbert 
Hillerman, Frank Larsen, Wendell Carr, Ralph Larsen, Randolph and Bill 
Wright and Rev. D. Edward Wright, Chief. 

In addition to group activities, the boys were offered courses in leadership 
training, handcraft, nature study, and life saving. We have been very 
anxious to develop leaders for Camp. There were six boys who received 
awards in the leadership course. The Camp this year was one of the finest 
we have had. 

There were 44 boys at Camp this year. The receipts totaled $673.92 and 
the disbursements $536.06. The balance of $137.86 is in the Bank of America, 
Alhambra, St. David’s Lutheran Camp Account. The account has been 
audited by W. H. Derr, and Mr. L. A. Schaefer, and found correct. 

Respectfully submitted, 


D. EDWARD WRIGHT 


The report was adopted and a summary ordered printed in the Minutes. 

Upon motion, the St. David’s Camp was suspended for the year owing to 
the prevailing war conditions. 

The tellers reported the election of Clarence F. Crouser as Secretary. 

Robert S. Romeis presented: 


REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


The records of the year 1941 reveal the passing of but one ministerial 
member of our Synod from the Church Militant to the Church Triumphant— 
the Rev. James J. Chambers, who served churches in Alpaugh and Fresno. 

I have requested Pastor Opperman to conduct the liturgical service to- 
morrow and Dr. W. E. Crouser to voice our appreciation of this beloved 
brother. 

I recommend that the “In Memoriam” appended be read at the Memorial 
Service and printed in the Minutes. 

HERBERT J. WEAVER 


The report was adopted. 


Jn Memoriam 


THE REV. JAMES JOHNSON CHAMBERS 


Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing 
instant in prayer. Romans 12:12. 


The Rev. James Johnson Chambers was born September 20, 1870 
in Chicago, Illinois, later moving to Chapman, Kansas, where he 
began his early schooling. He attended Midland College and Western 
Seminary which were then located at Atchison, Kansas. Soon after 
graduation he embarked on a career of teaching school before 


entering the ministry. 


On Christmas Day, 1894, he married Minnie Jane Callister at 
Carlton, Kansas. He then took up the work of the ministry, serving 
in Kansas and Missouri until 1907, at which time he moved to Al- 
paugh, California. Here he divided his time between the work of the 
ministry and a small fruit ranch. In 1920 he moved to Visalia, Cali- 
fornia, from which city he was called to become pastor of First 
Church, Fresno, California. He accepted the call but maintained his 
residence at Visalia. In January 1926, while driving to his home from 
a service in Fresno, he was seriously injured in an auto accident and 
left in a crippled condition that compelled him to retire from the 
active ministry, although he maintained his membership in First 
Church and was always interested in its affairs and in the work of 
the California Synod. 


He entered into Life, June 13, 1941, while at the family home in 
Visalia, California. He is survived by his widow, five sons and three 
daughters. The funeral service was held June 16, conducted by the 
Rev. J. L. Sawyer of Seattle, Washington, a former pastor at First 
Church, Fresno. Interment took place in the Visalia Cemetery. 


Brother Chambers’ faith, courage, devotion to the Lord and 
patience in years of affliction endeared him to all who knew him. 
He now rests from his labors and his works do follow him. His 
hopeful attitude in all that pertains to the Kingdom of God abides 
as our rich heritage. 
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James P. Beasom presented: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP 


During the past year all of the congregations of Synod received the free 
literature from the layman’s movement and with one or two exceptions this 
has been used. We are grateful for this assistance. 


re survey of the Benevolence Contributions for the past five years shows 
an increase in the financial support of the causes of the church as follows: 


Total Percent Percent of Increase 

Date App’mnt Benev. Paid on App. or Decrease 
1937 $10,333.68 $12,749.03 100% 

1938 10,237.92 13.037.15 68.2% 99% 

1939 11,488.14 12,604.97 17.5% 111% 

1940 13,564.71 15,521.73 84.2% 131% 

1941 14,389.46 16,185.17 83.7% 139% 

1942 

1st Qt. 4,057.94 4.613.22 88.6% 157% 


Respectfully submitted, 
REV. J. P. BEASOM, Chairman 


The report was adopted. 
Howard A. Anspach presented: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


In keeping with the institute plan of the Board of Social Missions, your 
committee arranged for such an institute to be held in each of the confer- 
ences under the leadership of Board Secretary Koch. The meetings were 
held on January 16, in First Church, Los Angeles, and January 19 in St. 
Michael’s Church, Berkeley. Speaking upon the three aspects of social mis- 
sions, viz., inner missions, social action, and evangelism, Dr. Koch offered 
many helpful suggestions, and was warmly commended for the inspiration 
and encouragement brought. 

A recent communication from the Board brought the information that 
a booklet copy of “A Message from the National Study Conference on 
the Church and a Just Peace,” held at Delaware, Ohio, March 3-5, this year, 
is being mailed to each pastor. It is urged that groups be formed in our 
several parishes for the study of this booklet, or other suitable texts which 
are available, that the thought of the Christian people of the nation on the 
subject of an effective peace, might be crystallized, and made vocal. 

The Board also calls attention to the fact that it has been named by 
our Executive Board to be the official receiver of funds for the aid of our 
young men who are conscientious objectors to war, and who are without 
means for their maintenance in Civilian Public Service Oamps, where they 
must pay $35.00 monthly in addition to the labor which they are compelled 
to give. Some have been forced for lack of funds to enter military service 
against conscience, while others have gone over to the Society of Friends 
because of the support given them from that quarter. Pastors are urged to 
call this matter to the attention of their people, that they may know of this 
need, and of the channel through which help can be given. 

We would express our appreciation to the National Lutheran Council 
for the fine work being done in behalf of the church among the men in the 
armed forces of the country. We would urge all local pastors and congre- 
gations to lend every possible aid to all service men to keep them in close 
touch with the church, and especially the men from their own congregations. 
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And we most heartily commend Lutheran World Action to all, to this end. 

We would urge our people to use every proper means as citizens to im- 
prove moral conditions everywhere, and especially encourage our legislators 
to remove, as far as possible vice conditions near our camps and military 
communities. 

We recommend support of the effort by The California Temperance Fed- 
eration to initiate an amendment to the State Constitution providing for 
local liquor control, and the Sheppard-Johnson Bill (Senate Bill 860) which 
will provide for a zone around all army camps where liquor cannot be sold, 
and forbidding the sale of all intoxicating beverages within the camps. 

We likewise urge that our people be on the alert against an attempt to 
establish a national lottery of any kind for the raising of funds under the 
claim of economic advantage and necessity. 

We recommend that these sentiments be printed in the next edition of 
the “Golden State Lutheran”, to appear as soon as possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. A. ANSPACH 


The report was adopted. 
The motion prevailed that the election of Statistician and Archivist be 
taken on one ballot. 


J. Edward Oslund spoke on the work’ being done by the Lutheran Service 
Center in San Francisco, under the direction of the National Lutheran Council. 


J. George Dorn presented: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 
Your Committee submits the following amendments: 
By-Laws 


I. ARTICLE VII “The Executive Committee’, add Section 4, page 23, to 
read: 


4. “All requests for appropriation made from the floor of the Con- 
vention, shall be referred to the Executive Committee for consideration 
and report. A two-thirds vote of the Convention shall be required for 
adoption.” 

II. ARTICLE IX “Special Committees” add Section 8, page 24, to read: 

8. Committee on Resolutions. 

“The duties of this Committee shall be to summarize in appropriate 
statements, local and national issues, as they may relate and affect the 
life of the Church. It shall also receive and consider all resolutions 
submitted by members of the Synod or by its Committees at the Annual 
Convention, and report the same with its recommendations to the Synod. 
This Committee shall consist of three members.” 


Constitution 


III. ARTICLE ONE “The Synod”. 
Section III. The Membership. 
A.—Congregations, page 3, add paragraph 4 to read: 


_ “Each congregation shall file a copy of its Constitution with the 
Archivist of the Synod.” 


IV. ARTICLE SIX “Standing Committees” 
Section VI—The Examining Committee, paragraph 2, Strike out entire 
paragraph and submit the following: 


2. “It shall be the duty of this Committee to examine all candidates 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 31 


for ordination or otherwise in the following subjects: Personal Piety 
and Motives for Entering the Ministry, Apologetics, Systematic Theology, 
Hebrew and Greek Exegesis, Church History, Biblical Introduction, 
Biblical Criticism, Symbolics, Catechetics, Liturgics, Pastoral Theology, 
Homeletics, Church Government and Missions, subject to the provisions 
of Article Seven, Sections I and II.” 

V. ARTICLE THREE, Section V, 1. 


To insert the words “other than that” between the words ‘“Confer- 
ence” and “‘to which’, so as to read, “and the President of the Conference 
other than that to which the President of the Synod belongs.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The report was adopted. Numbers 1 and 2 were added to By-Laws. 
Numbers 3, 4, and 5 were submitted for action next year. 

The tellers reported the election of Robert S. Romeis as Statistician and 
Albert B. Schwertz as Archivist. 


Henry W. Opperman presented: 


REPORT OF THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 


The Home Mission Committee of the Synod of California met for six 
sessions throughout the year on the following dates and in the following 
places: June 18, 1941, at Mt. Hermon; September 9, 1941 at Berkeley; Oc- 
tober 31 at Los Angeles; November 25 at Berkeley; February 10 at Berkeley | 
and April 28 at Sacramento. 

Important actions looking toward home mission work on the territory of 
Synod were as follows: : 

1. Survey of Mt. Davidson territory in San Francisco undertaken by 
Pastor Groseclose with approval of Board of American Missions. 

2. Re-survey of Vallejo by Pastor Groseclose under the same arrange- 
ment. 

3. Burbank field to be sponsored and pre-empted by First Lutheran 
Church, Glendale under supervision of Board of American Missions. 

4. The recommendation to the Executive Committee of Synod to ap- 
propriate $300 for inauguration of work in San Francisco. 

5. Request the Board of American Missions to canvass a new section 
of San Jose. 

Results of above actions as of to date: 

1. Mt. Davidson field development undertaken by Board Missionary, 
L. C. Weitzenkamp. There were no tangible results, and at the beginning of 
December this missionary was recalled by the Board. The Committee has 
gone on record from the beginning as not favoring this appointment and 
has asked for another missionary with more ability. 

2. Vallejo surveyed with excellent results. No Board missionary has as 
yet been sent to this valuable field to develop it, because of shortage of 
men on the Board rolls. 

3. $300 appropriated is still in the treasury for use. 

4, Burbank has been canvassed by the Rev. Vosseler and shows promise. 
A lot is needed upon which to build. 

5. San Jose has not yet been canvassed. 

Miscellaneous actions of the Committee: 

1. Request on September 9, to the Board of American Missions for the 
inauguration of work among the Japanese in the Los Angeles area. 

2. Request of the Board of American missions to have their missionar- 
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ies of Synodical territory submit monthly report to the Home Mission 
Committee of Synod, if such action is in harmony with Board policy. 

3. An expression of approval for the arrangements between Board of 
Foreign Missions and Board of American Missions replacing of men on 
furlough from foreign fields. 


Appropriations: rs 
The following appropriations toward salary aid for the year 1942 were 
requested from the Board of American Missions: 


Grace -Richmond. 2.2.4.2. $450.00 San Francisco, Tempple............ $360.00 

GVECI Vs Sate ee te ee 250.00 Oakland,-St. John’s 32222 675.00 

Gardena. Sti ON See 300.00 Santa Barbara, Grace ............ 500.00 
Extension of Loans: 

Oakland; "St..John’s <2... $2,500.00 San Francisco, Temple ........ $ 500.00 
Gardena. St. JonniSn...-- 2,410.00 Alnamibra, iGiraces =e 1,769.49 
Miscellaneous Grant: 

San Francisco, Temple Gardena — 
CREP ail ese ees eee es $ 37.50 St2John' se $720.00 


In the discussion which followed, the matter of Christian work among 
Japanese-Americans now being sent to internment camps was considered. 
Arthur C. Knudten, twenty years a missionary in Japan and now under the 
appointment of the Board of American Missions; and S. O. Thorlakkson, 
twenty-five years a missionary in Japan, and at present a field representative 
of the Board of American Missions, spoke on the work being done for these 
Japanese-Americans. 

The report was adopted. 


William B. Scheehl presented: 


REPORT OF CLAIMS COMMITTEE 


The following claims were approved by your Committee: 


PATS POTCA LION TEX PENSCS ees were ee eee ee ee $307.12 $307.12 
Special Claims: 
Jo. Hock) Publication. Committees. =e ee 2.04 
J. George Dorn, Constitution Committee.........00.0000.... 1.55 
W. EF. Poat, Examination Committee 2. 1.84 
E. A. Trabert, Transportation Committee... 3.50 
Alice Jolesch, Convention Stenographer |.............. 10.00 
John H. Senn, Custodian Services ..........2..00... 5.00 
IKON ais) Ceres WO COJENUTT Soo ee 29.57 
FETA ooo ey ee we RE on eT ee $336.69 


THE COMMITTEE 
The report was adopted. ‘ 
Robert E. Paden was nominated as a lay member of the Executive Com- 
mittee from the North and F. C. Noel was nominated from the South. The 


Secretary was instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of Synod for these 
men. The vote was cast. 


Earnest A. Trabert presented: 


REPORT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 


The Synod of California is indebted to the Southern Pacific Compan 
the Santa Fe Railroad and the Union Pacific Company for granting none 
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free passes for transportation in the interests of the Church. Special men- 
tion must be made of the Southern Pacific Company which has graciously 
responded to our request for passes for members of the Executive Com- 
mittee and Home Mission Committee to attend such meetings with no 
expense for transportation to the Synod. 


It has also been our privilege to secure free transportation for several 
of the members of the Synod to attend meetings in which we were con- 
_cerned, such as the meeting of the Board of Directors of Midland College, 
of which Dr. J. George Dorn is our representative. This one was also aided 
in securing transportation to New York' City, and the Fresident of the Synod 
to Pennsylvania. 


Attention is called to a recent statement made in the. press,—“Sharp 
restrictions on the use of passes have been put in effect by the nation’s 
railroads because of the pressure of government business. Only railroad 
employees have passes.” From this it would appear that difficulty may be 
encountered in securing free transportation in the very near future. Upon 
two occasions during the past year passes were refused as not being con- 
sistent with the policy of the railroads. 

It has been my privilege.to aid missionaries returning from the orient 
in securing transportation at clergy rates for their homeward journey. This 
particular office thus not only serves our church at home, but, as they return, 
those who come from abroad. 

I recommend that the Secretary of the Synod be directed to communicate 
with the proper official of the Southern Pacific Company, the Santa Fe 
Railroad and the Union Pacific, the gratitude of this body for their many 
courtesies. 

In connection with my duties as Transportation Commissioner I have 
expended during the past year the sum of $3.50, which does not include 
detailed expense. As this is a service for the church, small items of expense 
have not been regarded. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, 


Transportation Commissioner 


The report was adopted. 

The suggestion of the Committee on Reference and Counsel that the 
Ministerium meet at 1:30 and that the devotional service be limited to 15 
minutes was approved. 

John R. Broyer presented: 


REPORT ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Our President, much esteemed by all, read his report on the “official 
acts” of the year in a measured and suave manner. As his style runs clear 
of redundant matter, so he keeps the contents compressed to the essentials. 

To the minor, as well as the major duties of his “office”, he gave the 
strict attention we should look for in a faithful steward. 

The record of local improvements made by the churches upon their 
properties is impressive. As the clergy pile up their years, so the anni- 
versaries multiply. Our congregations comprise thoughtful people who do 
not “thrive with their priests’. The array of new pastors, just integrated 
in the Synod, looked inspiring. 

If the record appears cut as to the usual “recommendations’’, the cir- 
cumstance merely shows that the Synodical. economy has taken on a regu- 
lated step, or gait. 
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Dr. Derr gave us a regime of singular blessedness and of archimandrital 
peace. Synod has grown venust. 
JOHN R. BROYER 


The report was adopted. 
No report was received from the Committee on Student Work. 
William E. Crouser presented: = 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


During the school year 1941-42 three young men were given aid. Paul 
Henry Wolpert, a member of the First Church of Oakland, received $250.00 
in the second year of his course in Mt. Airy Seminary. Harold Lorimer, 
a member of the Grace Church of San Jose, received $200.00 in his first 
year at Western Seminary. Elvin Hansen, a member of the First Church 
of Fresno, received $200.00 in his senior year at Midland College. 


The $200.00 which Synod voted at the last Convention to aid Albert Alvin 
Alsop was not called for because of certain eye trouble. Mr. Alsop very 
promptly. returned the $200.00 given him the year before. His notes for 
the amount were cancelled and maiied to him. 


The following applications for aid during the school year 1942-43 are 
in the hands of your Committee: 


Paul Henry Wolpert, $250.00 to complete his Senior year in Mt. Airy 
Seminary. 


Harold J. Lorimer, $200 to take the second year in Western Seminary. 
Elvin Hansen, $200.00 for his first year in Western Seminary. 


George A. Spindt, a member of the Trinity Lutheran Church of Pasa- 
dena, and a senior in the University of California at Los Angeles, $250.00 
to enter either Mt. Airy or Northwestern Seminary. 


We recommend: Inasmuch as Midland College and Western Seminary are 
on our territory, we designate them as our official institutions. 


Second, that the sum of $200.00 be granted to each applicant. 
THE COMMITTEE 
The report was adopted with the amendment that Paul Wolpert be 
granted an additional $50.00. 


A recess was declared for five minutes, following which Dr. H. H. Bagger 
spoke on “Milestones, Missions, and Men.” 


Adjournment followed a prayer by Harry R. Allen. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Sacramento, California, April 30, 1942 - 2:45 PM. 


The devotional was conducted by the Chaplain on the theme, “His De- 
livery” based on Acts 17-22-31. 


The Minutes of the 4th session were approved as read. 


The Report of the Committee on Reference and Council, with time limits 
set, was adopted. 

The Secretary was instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of Synod for 
Mr. William Capel of St. Mark’s, San Francisco, for lay-member of the 
Home Mission Committee. 


The Secretary presented: 
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REPORT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


All deeds, documents, papers, bonds, and notes have been safely deposited 
in a safe deposit box in the Bank of America, Oakland, California, except 
for the notes held by the Committee on Ministerial Education from students 
for the ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CLARENCE F. CROUSER, Secretary 


The report was adopted. 


The Secretary was instructed to cast the ballot of Synod for the Presi- 
dent, the two Vice-Presidents, the Secretary, and the Treasurer as Trustees 
of Synod. 


Earnest A. Trabert presented: 


REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 


A shrewd observer stated that the best Committee was constituted of 
three members, with two of them unable to function. While this is not 
the complete fact in regard to your Foreign Mission Committee, the fact 
remains that due to the peculiar demands made by situations which con- 
fronted us in this work, most of the activities of the Committee devolved 
upon the Chairman. This was also partly due to the fact that he is also the 
official representative of the Board of Foreign Missions for the ports of 
San Francisco and Los Angeles, indeed for the entire West Coast. As such 
he makes reports of his activities to the Board. : 

During the past year many missionaries returned from their posts in the 
orient. All of our missionaries have been evacuated from Japan except 
three, who are now interned. Our missionaries in China were authorized to 
return home but decided to remain. It is assumed that they too have been in- 
terned, although no word has come from them for several months. What 
will happen in India, and the effect it will have on our work there cannot 
be known. Within the past thirty days not less than twelve, including 
children, have safely arrived in America, one family landing in New York, 
and the others in Los Angeles and San Francisco. Aid was given the 
latter in securing transportation eastward. 

The Chairman of the Committee was enabled to secure financial aid for 
several upon their return, and was involved in a rather large expense which 
was provided for by the Board of Foreign Missions. One small item was 
paid by the Treasurer of Synod, for it was an emergency which demanded 
attention. 

Early in the year 1941 the Chairman of the Committee secured films of 
our work in India. Assisted by the Rev. J. George Dorn, and the President 
of the Southern Conference, these films were shown throughout the Southern 
Conference and your Chairman arranged for their presentation in the North. 
Over twenty of our congregations viewed these films. Later on films of our 
work in Africa were secured which have been shown in a few of the congre- 
gations in the south. They are now in the hands of the Chairman who will 
seek opportunity to have them shown in the north. 

Announcements of the Centennial of our work in India were issued, 
and an appeal for a generous Anniversary Offering was made. This was 
followed up by a second appeal. We have no means of knowing the final 
results, but rejoice that most of our congregations presented this appeal. 
It is to be regretted that there were a few who failed to respond. 

There were other occasions when your Chairman communicated with the 
pastors of the Synod concerning this basic work of the church, and he was 
privileged to deliver several addresses concerning it. As the major part of 
the expense of the chairman has been met by the Board of Foreign Missions, 
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there remains but a small amount due him which includes transportation 
for films of $2.40, and postage of $3.24, making a total of $5.64. 
The request is made that not less than fifteen minutes be granted for 
a more detailed statement as to the status of the Foreign Mission work 
of our Church immediately following this report. 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE FOREIGN MISSION COMM. 


The report was adopted. 
Harry R. Allen presented: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 


It is with deep gratitude that the reports of our congregations reveal 
increases in most of the work of our Synod. Twenty of our congregations 
met their apportionment in full, which is the largest number to do so for 
many years. We also rejoice that our Synod has met 83% of its apportion- 
ment and indications reveal that this year we will be able to do even better. 

We also note with joy that Synod gained 631 confirmed members and 371 
communing members. However, whatever progress we have made it seems 
strange that in thirteen congregations, 36% of our congregations in our Synod, 
less than one half of their confirmed members received Communion during 
the year. 

The real strength of the congregation is in its communing members and 
when a congregation has only one half of its members coming to the Lord’s 
Supper, either the confirmed membership roll should be revised or more 
emphasis laid on the value of Holy Communion. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The report was adopted. 


The tellers announced the election of Albert B. Schwertz as a member 
of the Home Mission Committee. 


Nominations were received from the two Conferences of Synod for 
delegates to the U. L. C. A. Convention in Louisville, Ky., this October. The 
Secretary was instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of Synod for the 
delegates in the following order: 


Clerical: 


Primary—James P. Beasom, Jr., Guy L. Hudson, J. Edward Oslund, 
Clarence F. Crouser. 


Secondary—Harry R. Allen, D. Edward Wright, Robert S. Romeis, 
Henry W. Opperman. 


Lay: 
Primary—F. C. Noel, Clarence Derr, William B. Scheehl, William F. 
Bening. 
Secondary—E. L. Konow, Edward Hahn, George Kohl, William Capel. 
The Secretary presented: 


REPORT OF THE MINISTERIUM 
The annual meeting of the Ministerium was held on April 30, 194 i 
called to order at 1:30 P.M., by President Derr. . Priseiege 


The Presidents of the two Conferences of S nod r 
without charges. g Te eee 
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The Ministerium recommended that instruction be given the Executive 
Committee to visit the Pastor and Church Councils of Churches failing to 
assume their obligations to the Synod and the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 

The Examining Committee presented its report. “We recommend to the 
Executive Committee that they give their unanimous approval to the ordina- 
tion of Dr. John B. Nield without spending at least one year in a Seminary 
of the United Lutheran Church in America,—thus conforming with the re- 
quirement of the Constitution of the Synod Art. VII, Sect. II, Sub Section 2, 
which states, “In the event that he comes from another ecclesiastical body, 
or has pursued his theological course in the Seminary of another body, he 
shall spend at least one year at a seminary of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. No exception shall be made to this rule save by the unanimous 
recommendation of the Executive Committee.” 

The recommendation was approved by the Executive Committee. 

Second: Art. VII, Sect. II, Sub Section 3 reads as follows:—‘The candai- 
date shall exhibit to the Examining Committee satisfactory evidence that 
he has received a regular call from a congregation, the Synod, or a Church 
Board to a specific field of labor and that he has accepted the same upon 
the condition of his approval by the Synod.’ The candidate has not received 
such a call as indicated by this Article, we therefore recommend his ordina- 
tion only upon satisfactory evidence of the receipt of such a call.” 

This recommendation was changed by the Executive Committee to read 
as follows: ‘We therefore recommend that he be not ordained until such 
time as he has complied with the requirements of the Constitution Article 
VII, Sect. II, Sub Section 3.” 

The Ministerium approved the recommendations of the Executive Com- - 
mittee. 

The application of the Rev. Benjamin L. Westenbarger for membership 
in Synod was approved and his name was added to the Roll of Synod. 

The question of the election of retired pastors as lay delegates to Synodical 
Conventions was referred to the Committee on Constitution for study. 

The matter of paying the expenses of lay delegates to Synodical Conven- 
tions on the same basis as that of the clergy was referred to the Executive 
Committee for study. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLARENCE F. CROUSER, Secretary 


The report was adopted. 

Under unfinished business, the recommendations of the Executive Com- 
mittee were considered seriatim. Recommendation 1, 2, 3, and 4 were adopted. 
The report was adopted as a whole. 

Franklin A. Swanson- presented: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINUTES 
OF CONFERENCES 


Examination of the Minutes of the Northern and Southern Conferences 
reveal them to be in good order and up to date. There was nothing in them 
that need be referred to this body. Such items as were referred to the 
Executive Committee were taken care of. 

Results of the election of officers for the coming year are as follows: 


Northern Conference: 


President—Rev. H. Opperman. 
Vice-President—Rev. R. Romeis. 
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Treasurer—Mr. J. Torvik. 
Secretary—Rev. O. Awerkamp. 


Southern Conference: 
President—Rev. H. Anspach. 
Vice-President—Rev. G. L. Hudson. 
Secretary-Treasurer—Rev. F. P. Smith. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The report was adopted. 

The invitation of First Church, Glendale, for the 1943 Convention was 
received and accepted. 

William F. Poat presented: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ABSENTEES AND EXCUSES 


Letters from the following absentees were received which, in the opinion 
of the Committee, were valid reasons for their absence, therefore excused 
from attendance at Synod—H. J. Weaver, N. N. Harter, Max Geissler, Peter 
Altpeter, R. W. Mottern, Delmar Dyreson, A. E. Isham, Dr. George Hillerman, 
J. A. M. Ziegler, A. J. Soldan, C. W. Maggart, J. C. Bitter, D. E. Wright, 
A. Fieblekorn, W. S. Miller, E. Spirer, W. J. Dentler, F. C. Pryor, W. Brandes, 
A. Jatho, O. H. Gruver, H. L. Bosserman, J. S. Herold. 

The following were excused from further attendance: A. Schreiber, J. R. 
Broyer, Otto Becker, S. H. Yerian, W. S. Dysinger, J. Titlow, H. R. Allen, 
F. Swanson, J. P. Beasom, Jr., C. Holand, B. L. Westenbarger, J. E. Oslund. 

Respectfully submitted, = 
THE COMMITTEE, 
W. F. Poat 
Harry R. Allen 


The report was adopted. 
Henry W. Opperman presented: 


THE REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 


The Publicity Committee begs to report that publicity for the meeting 
of the Fifty-First Annual Convention of Synod of California held in St. 
John’s Church, Sacramento, consisted of: 

Radio announcement over KFBK news at 7 a.m., Tuesday morning. 

110 inches of newspaper space in the daily papers, namely, the Sacra- 
mento Bee, Union and Shopping news. 

Two two column pictures were included in the above. 

Sincerely, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The report was adopted. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the Trustee of Synod on the Board 
of Midland College be our Commissioner at the Denver meeting to determine 
the policy regarding the establishment of a western seminary. The neces- 
sary expenses of such representative to be borne by the California Synod. 

Upon motion, the Executive Committee was instructed to study the 
matter, and to recommend to the Commissioner the sentiment of Synod in 
regard to such a seminary as projected. 

John Edward Hoick presented: 
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REPORT QF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


In compliance with the action of the last Convention of the U. L. C. A. 
in Omaha, the constituent Synods were requested to appoint a “Committee 
on Publication” to serve as a connecting line between the United Lutheran 
Publication House and the Ministers of Synod. 

Accordingly about three months ago the following “Committee on Publi- 
cation” was appointed—J. E. Hoick, W. E. Crouser and H. R. Allen. 

Inasmuch as this method of operation has only recently been inaugur- 
ated, our report is comparatively limited. 

Four publications have come to the attention of your Committee: 

“They Called Him Father’ by E. Theodore Bachmann. 
“Were You There!” by Paul Zeller Strodach. 

“On Wings of Healing” compiled by J. W. Doberstein. 
“The Preacher’s Doorknob” by L. M. Zimmerman. 

Your Committee heartily commends these volumes to the members of 
Synod and expresses its appreciation for the excellent literary character 
and the outstanding mechanical skill with which these volumes have been 
put out by our United Lutheran Publication House. 

Your Committee will be pleased to aid in the distribution of the tracts 
to be issued by our publication house when they are made available. 

THE COMMITTEE 


The report was adopted. 
Robert S. Romeis presented: 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEE ON CIRCULATION OF 
“THE LUTHERAN” 


(Northern Conference) 


As chairman of the Northern Conference Committee, I can report some 
activity, but not very great results. Two letters were addressed to each pastor 
of the Conference asking their cooperation. Also the matter was presented 
to the Conference at its meeting in San Francisco. Less than half a dozen 
pastors responded and these brought results in new subscriptions and re- 
newals. Had all pastors cooperated we surely could have reached our quota 
and by so much increased our congregations’ intelligent efficiency. 

The Lutheran is a better church paper now than ever in its long exist- 
ence. Place it in every family of our congregations is our aim. Make 
another year’s effort to reach this goal is our recommendation. 

Sample copies of The Lutheran are available at this meeting of the 
Synod for your perusal. Take one with you. Subscribe! 

Respectfully submitted, 
O. H. GRUVER 


(Southern Conference) 

Your Committee wrote two letters to each congregation urging the im- 
portance of the paper in every home. Your committee also talked individually 
with as many as possible urging the same thought. 

The circulation manager of the paper has just written me stating that 
our quota has reached 77 percent. During the campaign 90 new subscriptions 
and 6 renewals were received. The circulation manager also informs me 
that over the entire church this second campaign produced much better 
results than the first one. This leads the management to continue the 
present plan for at least another year. 

Your committee would therefore recommend: First, that the entire Synod 
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fall in line most heartily with the campaign during the Fall of 1942. Second, 
that a committee, or if desired two committees, one for each Conference, be 
appointed at this session of our Synod to have charge of the campaign as 
outlined by the management of “The Lutheran”. 


S. H. YERIAN 


The report was adopted. ~ 

The Report of the Ministerial Education Committee was reconsidered 
and, upon motion, the words “In Western Seminary” were stricken from the 
report insofar as they applied to George Spindt. 


Erwin A. Vosseler presented: 


THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


1. Resolved that we express our deep appreciation for the presence of 
the Rev. Henry H. Bagger, D.D., of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, member of the 
Executive Board of U. L. C. A. We have been greatly helped and inspired 
by his challenging messages. We also note the helpful presence of Professor 
P. W. H. Frederick, acting Dean of Western Theological Seminary, repre-~- 
senting the Seminary and Midland College. We express our appreciation 
to the Rev. H. I. Kohler, D.D., our Chaplain, for his helpful and practical 
addresses on ‘Preachers and Preaching”. 


2. Resolved that we express our deep appreciation for the friendly 
hospitality of Pastor and Mrs. Henry W. Opperman, and the members of 
St. John’s congregation as well as the helpful service and inspiring music 
furnished by the organist and choir. (Pastor loci is requested to read this 
resolution at public worship next Sunday.) 


3. Resolved that we express our appreciation to the local press and radio 
station KFBK for the splendid publicity given the Synodical Convention. 


4. Resolved that our people be encouraged to deepen their intercessory 
life. In a world torn by hatred and conflicting loyalties we must continually 
preach and practice the Gospels of conciliation and good will and under- 
standing. 

5. Resolved that we extend our Christian sympathy to the bereaved 
families of Mrs. A. L. Gehrcke, and the Rev. James J. Chambers. 


6. Resolved that we express our sincere affection and deep gratitude 
to our retiring President, the Rev. William H. Derr, D.D., for his gracious 
and devoted service to the church. 


7. Resolved that the California Synod urge the Committee on “The 
Ministry of Christian Tracts’, to prepare appropriate material to challenge 
the non-churched. 

8. Resolved that the Synod of California felicitate The Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society upon the record of their fifty years’ work and upon the 
splendid program provided in commemoration of that event. 


9. Resolved that the Secretary of the Synod be directed to write a 
letter of sympathy and affection for the aged and infirm members of the 
Synod, whose presence was missed. 


10. Resolved that the Secretary of Synod be instructed to write to our 
pastors now serving as Chaplains, informing them that we greatly missed 
them at our Synod sessions and assuring them that we will continue to 
remember them and to pray for them and for our young people in armed 
service. 

11. REALIZING: both the need and the urgency for a speeding up of 
production for the necessary and successful prosecution of the war; and 
with it the importance of maintaining the very highest physical fitness of 
all our workers, we feel there is grave danger in neglecting or interfering 
with the spiritual side of life, and also realizing the tendency on the part of 
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various lesser officials to schedule meetings or drills during the hours of 
worship so vital to the spiritual defense of our nation, therefore be it re- 
solved that we urgently request and urge those in authority—The President 
of the United States; The Governor of this State and The Mayors of our 
cities and all in authority to guard against the neglect and invasion of the 
recognized hours of worship on the Lord’s Day and that the widest possible 
publicity be given to this resolution. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The report was received and the recommendations considered seriatim. 
Recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 were adopted. 

At 4:15 P.M., Dr. Henry H. Bagger spoke on the theme. “A Basket of 
Perennials”. 

President William H. Derr inducted President-elect James P. Beasom, 
Jr., into office as President of Synod. The newly-installed President installed 
the other officers of Synod. 

President Beasom then closed the Fifty-First Annual Convention of 
Synod with the prescribed form. 


The Synodical Banquet was served in the Elk’s Temple on Thursday 
evening. Mr. W. F. Bening served as toastmaster and Mr. F. Melvyn Lawson, 
principal of the Sacramento High School, spoke. 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
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Charge 


Fresnom se. 


Sacramento .... 
Sacramento .... 


San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 


For the Calendar Year Enc 


Address or Geographical Location 


Alcatraz and Benvenue........ 
Ferger and Thomas Aves..... 
California and Lotus............ d 
561 D? Streeth te eae oer ae 
l6th. and Grove. eee 
55th, Ave. and Edgerley 22-2... 
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4thAve. at 39th (St. 2. eee 
I ithisan des ls OCS. eee csc cece aera 
TIGOLGE AT Ye es ec ee 
1135-0’ Parrell: 3: 222 ae eee ees 
29812 16th Sts ee eens 
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MMOD RCN (Sie 

915 Delmas Aves. 2-2. 222:22- 
Julian and Second 
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* POPULATIONS: 


a—over 100,000; b—25,000 to 100,000; c—10,000 to 25,000; 


PAROCHIAL REPORT 


OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA—SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
For the Calendar Year Ending December 31, 1941 


Membership 
t . \ = = 

S aoe Congregation | re Address or Geographical Location Pastor - Baptized Jconfimedst eCsaun 

o o 

Vo} & “Oo a) 

gs z6 HP 
lhambra _..... Grice ee. 1923 | 483 N. Atlantic Blvd..................4 Dehowardew Licht... >>. eee Eng. 509 296 212 
a eee Hills .| Community..| 1930 | 100 N. Doheny Drive. | Guy Ts HUdsOns 2. Eng. 309 233 141 
19 || Gardena. .......... Sta John Se 1924 | 1102) Budlong:. Guererbert) Hillerman: Eng. 158 89 69 
90 || Glendale First... 1912 | 233°'S; Kenwood: St... 22. 5 4 Jamesm Pa Beasom, sts. Eng. 1,034 802 400 
21 || Hollywood ...... Hollywood........ 1921 | 1733 N. New Hampshire Ave.1.......... Ope George sDorn) DD eee Eng. 1,342 896 507 
22 || Huntington Pk| St. Luke’s. 1921 | 2721 EB. Florence Aven... 2. #27. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D............... Eng. 600 375 236 
93 || Inglewood ...... Holy Trinity..) 1941 | 3443 Manchester Blvd... |... Franklin A. Swanson................... Eng. 171 124 87 
24 || Long Beach ....| Trinity... 1907 | Eighth St. and Linden Ave.....|....... shi Daniel J Snyder, D:D se Eng. 505 346 246 
25 || Los Angeles ..... Bethany... 19260) (01S: SAD PCOTORSU. 2 =e cmmeete es “a| H. I. Kohler, D.D., S.T.D., Th. D.| Eng. 475 288 125 
26 || Los Angeles ...| First.................. 1887 | W. 6th at Shatto Place..........} 02... *a| Albert B. Schwertz, D.D........... Eng. 537 457 270 
27 || Los Angeles ....| St. Mark’s...... 19045) 1122) Ws. 36thy Places 2s eee ee ‘al John Edward Hoick', D.D............. Eng. 255 202 104 
28 || Los Angeles ....| St. Paul’s....... 1914 | Euclid Ave. and Eagle St...) 00 EW ipl 4 ge feo 000) eek ae soe oe ange eee ee Eng. 204 124 56 
29 || N. Hollywood ..| St. Matthew’s.| 1931 | 11031 Camarillo Blvd.....0...00 2)... sbliekdward. Ni. Spirer <3) Eng. 396 276 145 
30 || Pasadena _...... (Erimity. oe 2 1903 | Walnut St. at Catalina Ave...j........ “al Howard A. Anspach, D.D............ Eng. 484 400 262 
SiilePhoenix 0... Graceeee 1914) 3rd: St.-and Moreland<-= eee JS RNAi Gteptd sll (2) ¢ Reeth ear, ene ALS : 667 452 365 
32 || Redlands  ........ inst eS TOOT, Olive and = Myrtle 2c. es ae *c| W. C. Miller, S.T.M 92 64 64 
seuiemivorsideu.. Trinity... 1894 | 9th and Walnuts)j. 2 Be Work. Poat, LL.D. 25 ie aks 220 116 73 
34 || San Ber’dino _| Fi 63 G7 StUreet aaa ste eae ae He Paull Romeis....-: 356 236 121 
35 || San Diego ...... 1320 Second Ave............ Erwin A. Vosselev.......... 388 245 145 
36 || Santa Barbara 1109 Anacapa.................. reac a ae aN Wacant ieee 3 79 56 50 
37 || Santa Monica Lincoln Blvd. at Washington Ave ClittordsBs Holondieae seu 256 185 170 
38 || Westwood ..... Wilshire and’ Veteran... ers nn ACEO MO OLGA ye) ee ee 170 125 7 
|| 1941 Totals 9,207 6,387 3,920 
1940 Totals 8,528 5,856 3,549 
ULL CS © EAS Cae a nga cece Ge 531 371 

| SLE MESES EN eee RSS een ee ue 
GENEIAL SUMMARY 
INOTEMern ‘COMLCT CTI Ce, encanta ieee ne ceen nates ent Sapte av Mee Ee Lect gece cnec stds oecnedusisisolasssdectoutapseauebben 5,326 3,387 1,695 
SOUL ET IIR © OME CHING Cee eraeces eects areas seas teense eee eee ERE ee oe i 9,207 6,387 3,920 
Grand Total - 1941 14,533 9,774 5,650 
Grand Total - 1940. 13,689 9,143 5,252 
MCHC ASC ip Seat Arora ee 9. coop as ab Alea, uae Sociedad et ee ee RN 844 631 363 
DOG RERISO coencercicensncontcnpaca suceeded no Cotes carecnuuecncer Poe erator ieee nan Se sulpilly Sot Scabe ga Seve AES ae eens Pace ee eee Sere 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA (NORTHERN CONFERENCE) 


MEMBERSHIP EDUCATION Group Organizations 
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MEMBERSHIP EDUCATION Group Organizations 
SS eh a ee | 
i Higher Stud. 
; h wv: 2 (Ga A 
Access. Losses ,___ Accessions Losses | ‘Sunday Schools | W-?: 8©5-|\C. of Ch. - ae ‘ 
= | wn 5 a 
: 4 2 3 alt 2 Sle = 
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3 3 8 S gs o|2ja|4 = ) S\|2lis\|Als ® ao 
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Ellgie Seale S16 /42/8/9| 3 S|8/3 Olah sie SiS | o | m1.) 2 G} Slaldg|ela|e\8/8) 8 ieiale 
2 ile] |2lele) (Cie le le] el_islsl2|_lelelelsigl2| ele leiSlSl alsigle ise |S/8 8 isis lel s ISS 15 
SSeS lals |= (ol S18 1610] .8| s/O|O oe lvalen |S la) Bim | Sle 1S) Sopot | ha dO jae ee 
SYP ale Ales i2i2\. 1.2/8] Slelelel sie ldig isis lal ele fle lel clelsleisialisislsisisisls le isis 
SVRISle le |Blolelaly (ela ie] Ole a |MIO| RIA IAI A A l2 [oO] 4/4 |o|4 |e Ziyi |4lea A|A oe 
7 17 1} 4, 7 9] 21) 6] 4 10} 11] |] 28 1| 20) 156 31 1] 3] 20) 4 9) 1) 15} 3 
a a 6 nA 11 By si. 8)|, 16) 2 2) 14, || 25 1| 12| 126 10 3 : s + 1) 18) 2 
| 100 
7 7 221-15 3| 3 g.°2 1] 12 a senten 
20 35| 6) 41) 25 7| 32) 9 9| 53| 84) 30) 176; 7) 11) 30| 48/128) | 137 1| 41) 421) 52 aS 1| 7175 nie Bie tb 2 2 0 : oa B30 nid 
21 || 34; 8) 42) 11 4| 15| 27 4) 23| 50| 13; 90| 4 23] 53] 80| 10) || 37 1| 65) 500 Sle ie os ar 6a 3 
92 || 19| 2| 21) 4; | 2) 6) 15 Bh) Tl Tt $26). 2) ote 4) 2) 18a 133 1} 25] 148) 14| 24 1 ga Nalin sige : 
23 || 19| 28] 47 47 8| 21| 83| 16| 128] 2| 2 4/124 171 Meg 13h - i Ava ; 
24 || 10| 2| 12) 4 sha 5 1}, 5)-2| 13) 221) 2c} 12),80 9 4| 1) 24 rs * 2 speataerts Nal sieee 
25 || 8] 10| 18) 6 4} 10} 8 7] 6| 6| 6] 25] 1] 4| 50/ 55 30 22; 1/ 8| 20 sl. eanh: al yca) ea haateme 
26 || 21 21) 6 6| 15 7 Me 106 ~ 1 9 a 8 re 2 . ' a = : P pierre 
OW Tn 4 Ly <6 2 8) 3 | ee het Se : 
9) 1 1| 8 BB: 6G de'3 4) 2) gh do 1} 6| 47 3 
39 9 7 16] 6) 6| 10 5| 13/5] 26|- 49] 2 2| 47| 4 57 1| 30| 250 3 pe As aX ee 1} 1) 30| 4 m6 die i5 ; 
20 inomie ce ha 4, 3 2| 5] 19] 19| 45) 4) 5) 70] 79 34 31] 1| 20] 217] 10 1| 10] 58! 1{ 2| 23] 14 15) e135 ih ies 
31 || 19] 37| 56| 23 10| 33) 23 3] 23| 20; 30] 76] 1) 10| 33| 44| 32) || 55 1} 30] 297| 12| 30 1) 4) 15) 27 14| 1| 42) 5] 119 1 
32 || 3 3) 5 7| 12 9 7 5 12 12) He 3 1551.33 4 7 1| 13 : a 
33 || 3 3 3 1 Dhol Bie Wi Palais 3 V6) 5-37 6 = ; 
34 || 20| 4) 24; 3 26| 29 5| 4| 3] 10) 6| 23) 1] 3 4) 19} || 14 1} 15] 130 17 25 1 12 2 
35 || 11| 6] 17) 3) (102/105 88] 2} 1) 21] 5] 29) 2! 10 12| 17| 4 71| 1} 20] 120| 25) 36 14 4 3) 74 2 
36 || 1 1} 9 1| 10 9 9 9) 1 2) 13) 6)— Sie}. 41° "30 21° 8 
37 WeGl 16), 221." 7 10} 17| 5 6| 7| 16) 16| 45) 2| 5/ 18] 25] 20) || 25 1| 15| 150 12/ 4 6| 1] 10] 2| 60 2 
38 || 7| 39] 46 1} 1] 45 15 2|112| 129} 4 4|125| || 170 He Ee 35 A 10} 36 8 2} 30) 1/12) 1 
\ 
Totals - 1941 |/277|175/452/123| /181/304/259/111| 78/215/449/344 |1086| 53/122/380/555|610| 79| 810|131| 22/405/3478|123/357| 2| 17/233; 8/ 21/197/339| 1/ 1| 2/165) 14|477| 60/1649| 10|268| 41) 81. 
Totals - 1940 |/229/150/379| 89| 4|107/200|207| 28) 45/188|296/202 | 731| 59/132|228/419/326) 14] 510] 19| 22/396|3321| 98|297| 2) 18/101) 19| 34/255/316 1| 2/166] 13/610| 61|1666| 10/321] 34| 74 
Increase 48| 25| 73| 34 74|104| 52| 83] 33] 27|153(142| 355 152|136|284| 65| 300|112 9| 157| 25] 60 132 23) <1 1 7 7 
Decrease 4 wil ; 6| 10 i | 1) 11| 13] 58 i UBB ls we 53} =| 
GENERAL SUMMARY 
Totals - N.C. ||180|118/298| 79| 9/145/233|129| 64] 23] 97/116|120| 356] 38| 30|188|256/222/122| 325/160| 16/148/1135| [171/ 1) 6| 28) 2) 6| 61|221) 2 1| 86| 9/231) 34) 912) 7|140| 16| 28: 
Totals - S.C. |/277|175/452/123) _ |181/304/259/111) 78|215/449/344 |1086| 53|122|380|555|610| 79) 810|131| 22|405/3478|123/357| 2] 17/233] 8| 21|197/339] 1| 1] 2/165] 14/477] 60|1649| 10|268| 41) 81 
G. Total 1941 ||457/293|750/202| 9/326|537/388|175|101/312|565|466 |1442| 91|152|/568|811/832 20} (1135 291| 38/553/4613/123|528| 3) 23/261| 10| 27/258|560| 3) 1| 3|251) 23/708) 94/2561) 17/408) 57|109 
G. Total 1940 |/383]240/623/181| 9/243)433/276) 86| 56/294/378|277 |1005| 99|155|291|545/474) 14] 683] 33] 38/558/4515|104|486) 4] 23]/142| 21) 39/310/542| 2] 1) 4/276] 20/807| 96|2604| 14/403] 52|106 
Increase 74| 53/127] 21 83/104/112| 89] 45] 18|187/187| 437 277|266/358|187| 452/258 98| 19] 42 119 18] 1 3 3) 5) 56) ie 
Decrease | 8] 3 4 5 1 11| 12) 52 1] 25 99] 2/ 43 


PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA (NORTHERN CONFERENCE) 
For the Calendar Year Ending, December 31, 1941 


FINANCIAL 
Valuation of Church Property Congregational Congregational Benevolence 
Expenses Unapportioned Apportioned 

n o 5 $ 

& a | § q g g 5 

ey g a > 8 iS @ a | & q © = 

= | o as — — B g ° () co} A ie} 

yess sg B i 6 Q a = fe) > oa is ° a 

I a - ee be 2. % 4 7 a u @ o o 

Sila a Pople oil pe etn e a g ef e@/|_e}] 2g] 8 8, e - a 

Pewee rsa |e le |) eo] Bo Neues Lae) ge | eae eB le|da, 4 

= n onl ool 

I S482) Ss | 8 ie 3 2 2 loa. | az |News eee poe) ee 3 3 = 

Ke) 5 a aes so) G »~ uo) os] » 5 H (3) G me) » 25) 

fs ia 3 3 fy is = ° = 3 ° cs} iS g 6 | 8 ° g eS ° S 

a e) A, n | & e) cl A 2) Pp HH 4 cm <x ) Oo HH < <q nl sl 
1 12,500) 5,500} 5,000 23,000) 4,900 3,594 519] 4,113 10 50| 474 534 600 630| 1,164 5,277 
2 10,000 3,500 315; 13,815 3,000 2,871 2,479} 5,350 66 4 6 76 354 374 450 5,800 
3 5,000} 4,000} 4,300 13,300 2,875 2,922 1,423 4,345 30 10 50 90 768 250 340 4,685 
4 7,000 7,000 15535 175 1,710 10) 10 90 100 110 1,820 
5 10,000 2,500 12,500 1,510 3,387 1,018) 4,405 7; 190 197 432 330 527 4,932 
6 8,000 8,000} 2,500 987 790 PTAC 20) 120 168 98 218 1,995 
7 16,450| 2,100 18,550 6,450 1,659 2,031 3,690 25 25 282 282 307 3,997 
8 26,000 26,000 2,761 2,761 27 121 148 312 277 425| 3,186 
9 85,000} 4,000 500 89,509 6,209 506 6,715 50 404) 205 659 870 891} 1,550} 8,265 
10 45,000 | 45,000 2,568 2,568 101 50 151 176 50 201 2,769 
il 100,000 60,000) 10,000; 170,000 6,840 1,279 8,119 5| 106 17 20 50 198 648 475 673 8,792 
12 35,000 35,000 1,900} 3,461 3,461 10 10 20 162 162 182 3,643 
13 7,000} 5,000 103 12,103 1,855 1,429 412 1,841 | | 180 182 182} 2,023 
14 4,000) 2,000 6,000 1,008 132 1,140 4 4 114 4 1,144 
15 4,500 4,500 905 905 58 48 | 108 214 90 214 1,119 
16 35,000! 3,000 38,000 2,983 1,911 449| 2,360 23) 130 153 396 258 411 2,771 
Totals - 1941 410,450] 25,600] 15,300| 60,500| 10,418] 522,268| 27,973! 44,047) 11,213) 55,260 45) 428 90| 522) 1,514) 2,599] 5,642 4,359| 6,958! 62,218 
Totals - 1940 407,950| 25,600] 9,300] 60,000] 13,884| 516,734| 30,289] 45,468 8,857| 54,325 80) 429] 137) 315] 1,355} 2,316] 5,418) 4,407) 6,723) 61,048 
2,500 6,000 500 | 5,534 2,356 935 | 207; 159 283 224 235 1,170 

Decrease 3,466 2,316| 1,421 35) 1] 47 "e 
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| FINANCIAL 
Valuation of Church Property Congregational | Congregational Benevolence 
| Expenses Unapportioned Apportioned 
wn 
2 o oO 
S| o S 
a 4 o ~ Ae aS Qn fo} fo) ° A so 
o oO Q uy 6 n n pan) i) > a ue} fo) 
Q | 5 () @ nA ) = and = A > S 
= ) = n oO ww fax} o (<5) 
I 5 Coes Sg S = S = Be loss S Au g ze 
5 Q fof) si © = fax} io} § i) a © 2, () ~* 
en Parise ene es 5 3 2 3 rey Reh PI cal) a 2 4 Sl 
: ra an —) ro | 
ef poalece a uronalin's 3 3 g alee aaa a Besa pee eel oc nt Sl Nee on taere 
Ke} 5 u GS Ke) G = oO 2) _ 5 uw (3) G 4 rs) =) 
S Ko} S Oo Ay ‘S| c= ° q 3 S i) Ke) iS) & fe) = i) & I ie) i) 
a 5 a | cs fo a | 6) 5 A ea faired palo BH < < a = 
¥ 17 25,000 2,000; 27,000] 4,622; 3,916, 1,073, 4,989 48 460| 508) 630 630| 1,138) 6,127 
18 12,000 1,800 13,800 3,140 754) 3,894 228] 61 7 296| 444 444, 740| 4,634 
19 15,000 15,000 2,400 1,543 1,543 234 2371 | O37) o1-780 
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Jubilee Song 


Grace Hoick Tune—Webb, 1837 


Hail, golden memories radiant! 
Past eras have been filled 
With daughters’ toil triumphant 
The King’s highway to build 
For years of service granted, 
Accept, Lord, praise to Thee, 
We greet with hearts. uplifted 
The year of jubilee! 


Hail, golden moments fleeting! 
Enriched with tasks today, 

When greater throngs are pressing 
Upon the King’s highway 

True daughters’ hopes are granted 
For grace and power from Thee, 

We greet with hearts uplifted 
The year of jubilee! 


Hail, golden dawn unfolding! 
When we envisioned see, 
Vast multitudes e’er gathering 
In praise, O Christ, to Thee; 
With daughters’ prayers all granted 
For souls from sin set free, 
We'll greet with hearts enraptured 
The crowning jubilee! 
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OFFICERS 


Mrs. P. J. Kramer, 5915 Chabolyn Terrace, Oakland. 

Mrs. J. P. Beasom, 1650 Capistrano Rd., Glendale. 
Mrs. L. D. Swanson, 1225 Boynton St., Glendale. 

Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl, 723 - 52 St., Oakland. 

Iva A. Baltzly, Ph. D., 4603 East Broadway, Long Beach. 
Mrs. Orval A. Awerkamp, 513 - 13 St., Richmond. 


Mrs. Elsa King Frey, 6057 Yucca St., Hollywood. 


CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS 


Mrs. C. H. Crouser, 2458 - 41 St., Sacramento. 
Mrs. D. E. Wright, 1009 S. 4th St., Alhambra. 


DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 


Mrs. Margaret Linebaugh, 2720 Alcatraz Ave., Berkeley. 
Mrs. H. R. Allen, 1120 N. 3rd St., Phoenix, Arizona. 

Miss M. E. Fritz, 2415 Las Lunas Ave., Pasadena. 

Mrs. Wm. Ironside, 2320 Valley St., Berkeley. 

Miss Rosa Flathman, 741 Adeline St., Oakland. 


Mrs. Franklin P. Smith, 1217 W. Ramona Ave., Alhambra. 

Mrs. Caroline Young, 2011 Chariton, Los Angeles. 

Mrs. Ray Inslee, 1448 E. Garfield, Glendale. 

Mrs. Phil Wizeman, 631 N. Lucerne Blvd., Beverly Hills. 

Mrs. W. E. Crouser, 1204 Lincoln Ave., San Jose. 

Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, 124 S. Lafayette Park Place, Los 
Angeles. 

Mrs. John Hjort, 1803 Thomas Ave., Fresno. 

Mrs. D. J. Snyder, 2085 Linden Ave., Long Beach. 

Mrs. Grace-Esther Chelson, 2052 Main St., Riverside. 


Mrs. C. S. Izenour, 11917 Wagner St., Culver City. 


Mrs. E. N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine St., North Hollywood. 
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PRESIDENTS—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Louisa Miller)—Mrs. W. J. McLeod, 567 - 63rd St., 


Oakland. 

Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Fideles)—Miss Joan Martin, 5940 Claremont Ave., 
Oakland. 

Berkeley, St.. Michael’s (Dorcas)—Mrs. Lawrence W. Varblow, 516 Curtis St., 
Albany. 


Fresno, First (First)—Mrs. M. E. Burleigh, Route 8, Box 340. 

Fresno, First (Chi Rho)—Mrs. Lydia Bolger, 1394 Vagades Avenue. 

Oakland, First (Queen Esther)—Miss Rosa A. Flathman, 741 Adeline Street. 
Oakland, First (Louisa Miller)—Mrs. LaVerne Foley, 1902 Virginia St., Berkeley. 
Oakland, St.. John’s—Mrs. Eva H. Polk, 5425 Brookdale Avenue. 

Richmond, Grace (Mary, Martha)—Mrs. Charles Drexel, 824 - 7th Street. 


Richmond, Grace (In His Service)—Mrs. Jerry Anderson, 926 Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 


Sacramento (Bethany)—Mrs. Arthur N. Gunn, 27065 Capitol Avenue. 
Sacramento, St. John’s (First)—Miss Tillie Albach, 1830 “FP” Street. 
Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas)—Mrs. Verla Peterson, 5424 “U” Street. 
San Francisco, First—Mrs. J. R. Broyer, 1357 Geary Street. 


San Francisco, St. Mark’s (Study Circle)—Mrs. Starr Schumacher, 920 Leaven- 
worth St., S. F. 


San Francisco, St. Matthew’s—Miss Elise Stelling, 2700 Sutter Street. 
San Francisco, Temple—Mrs. Henry F. Schmidt, 15 Latona Street. 
San Jose, Bethel (Lydia Woerner)—Mrs. Marie Ebey, 422 Bird Avenue. 
San Jose, Grace—Mrs. Blanche L. Combs, 455 S. 12th Street. 


PRESIDENTS—SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Alhambra, Grace (First)—Mrs. W. O. Coppersmith, 2119 S. Holly Ave., Arcadia. 


Alhambra, Grace (Dr. Anna S. Kugler)—Mrs. Herman J. Haidle, 343 S. Al- 
hambra Ave., Monterey Park. 


Beverly Hills Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. L. N. Chelson, 281 W. 
Las Flores Dr., Altadena. 


Beverly Hills Lutheran (Elsa King Frey)—Miss Ruth Voorhees, 865 W. Knoll 
Drive, Los Angeles. 


Gardena, St. John’s—Mrs. H. T. Frandsen, 850 W. 165th Place. 

Glendale, First (Johanna S. Beasom)—Mrs. L. D. Swanson, 1225 Boynton St. 
Glendale, First (Pi Rho Theta)—Miss Carol Steinle, 1220 Viscano St. 
Hollywood, First—Mrs. Lettie A. Beckett, 1149 N. Edgemont, Los Angeles. 


Hollywood Lutheran Church (Florence M. Welty)—Mrs. Wade P. White, 4323 
Elmer Ave., North Hollywood. 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Gospel Light)—Mrs. W. H. Keighley, 7010 Mar- 
coni Street. 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Go Ye)—Catherine Maus, 3116 Ardmore St., 
South Gate. 


Long Beach, Trinity—Mrs. D. J. Snyder, 2085 Linden Ave. 


Inglewood, Morningside (Dorcas)—Mrs. Howard Pendleton, 3402 W. 82nd 
Place, Inglewood. 
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Los Angeles, St. Paul’s—Mrs. Franklin P. Smith, 1217 W. Ramona Blvd., Al- 
hambra. 


Los Angeles, Bethany, First—Mrs. E. N. Egge, 111 E. 77th Street. 
Los Angeles, Bethany, Second—Mrs. Bonnie Babbitt, 329% E. 71st Street. 
Los Angeles, First—Mrs. C. M. Wieman, 1341 Club View Drive. 


Los Angeles, First (Second Society)—Miss Betty Jones, 4404 Verdugo Ave., 
Burbank. 


Los Angeles, St. Mark’s, First—Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 1041 Leighton Avenue. 


Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Loving Heart)—-Mrs. Minerva Beauliew, 721 N. 
Formosa. 


North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s (Mena Spirer)—Mrs. E. N. Spirer, 6616 Ir- 
Vine Street. 


North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s (Faith)—Mrs. Wm. Staudring 3rd, 10536 
Bloomfield St. 


Pasadena, Trinity—Miss Una L. Moore, 1044 Locust Street. 


Phoenix, Arizona, Grace (John Reed)—Mrs. E. L. Konow, Route 2, Box 301, 
Phoenix, Arizona. 


Redlands, First—Mrs. H. E. Campbell, 616 Cypress Court. 

Riverside, Trinity (Mission Guild)—Mrs. Ned Dripps, 6391 Palm Avenue. 
Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl)—-Margorie Studebaker, 3925 Walnut Street. 
San Bernardino (Minnie E. Sandridge)—Mrs. Everett M. Smith, 2448 “G” St. 
San Diego, First (Leisinring)—Mrs. G. K. Haffley, 3222 Copley Avenue. | 
San Diego, First (Katherine von Bora)—Mrs. Mary Caxeter, 4428 Trias Street. 
Santa Barbara, Grace—Mrs. Emil Ambrose, 312 Ladera Street. 

Santa Monica, St. Paul’s—Mrs. Geo. Lesch, 958 - 7th Street. 
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The Fiftieth Annual Convention 
of the 


Women’s Misstonary Society 


of the Synod of California 
heid in the 
ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Sacramento, California 
April 28 - 30, 1942 
@ 


THEME: “GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY” 


Tuesday, April 28, 1942 - 7:39 P.M. 


It was most inspirational to begin the Fiftieth Anniversary celebration 
by participating in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, with members of 
the Synod of California, in the Convention church. 


FIRST SESSION 


Wednesday, April 29, 1942 


The President, Mrs. P. J. Kramer conducted the formal opening of the 
Convention by the use of the prescribed form. After the singing of the hymn, 
“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go”, Miss Rosa Flathman, of Oakland, gave 
the devotions, “Ruth’s Opportunities”, Ruth 1:16 as prepared by Mrs. F. C. 
Pryor of Oakland who could not be present. 


Mrs. H. W. Opperman, wife of the pastor loci, graciously welcomed the 
Convention and introduced the presidents of the two Missionary Societies 
of St. John’s. Greetings were extended by Rev. H. W. Opperman of the 
local church, who called attention to the Synodical display of “Fifty Years 
in California” compiled by Dr. O. F. Oehler. Dr. J. E. Hoick congratulated 
the Women’s Missionary Society on reaching its fiftieth year, on behalf of 
the Synod of California. 

Miss Elvira Strunk, missionary on leave from China, gave greetings as 
they do in China, “Are You in Peace?” and urged us to have the inward 
peace that will carry us through the dark days ahead. 


Of the seventeen presidents who held office during the fifty years, twelve 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 65 


are living, three of whom, Mrs. W. E. Crouser, Mrs. J. E. Hoick and Mrs. 
E. A. Trabert were presented to the Convention. Greetings were read or 
given in person from the President’s chair as directed by Mrs. J. E. Hoick. 
Mrs. E. C. Bentz, and Mrs. John Hjort, treasurers for many years were also 
introduced. ° 

Mrs. John Hjort responded to these greetings in a few well chosen words. 

“The Lord is my Shepherd,” by Liddle, was beautifully sung by Mrs. 
Walter Scott accompanied by Mrs. H. W. Opperman. 

Credentials were read by the Secretary for forty delegates, department 
secretaries and officers. Morningside Missionary Society was received and 
welcomed as the fiftieth group for our Fiftieth Year. 

Rev. J. E. Oslund, supervisor of the San Francisco area of the new 
King George Service Center and Hotel gave a very fine talk on “Emergency 
Ministry.” He cited many interesting incidents of Christian Service to the 
men in uniform. 

The report of the President with various recommendations was given 
and referred to the committee on same. 

Dr. H. H. Bagger, member of the Executive Board of the United Lutheran 
Church, was introduced to the Convention. 

The following committees were appointed: 

President’s Report: Mrs. C. S. Izenour, Mrs. Wm. Ironside. 

Resolutions: Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Mrs. E. C. Bentz, Mrs. T. L. Telander. 

Nominating: Mrs. F. P. Smith, Mrs. E. L. Konow, Mrs. H. W. Opper- 
man, Mrs. Margaret Linebaugh. 

Credentials: Mrs. L. D. Swanson. 


After singing the hymn “Jesus Calls Us” the offering of $9.82 was con- 
secrated by Dr. J. E. Hoick, who also closed the first session with the Bene- 
diction. 


Wednesday, April 29, 1:30 P.M. 

The singing of the hymn, “O, Master Let Me Walk with Thee”, opened the 
afternoon session. Mrs. J. Edward Oslund of San Francisco gave the devo- 
tion on “Esther’s Opportunities”, Esther 4:14. 

Forty-one delegates responded to roll call. Fifteen visitors were present. 

Mrs. C. F. Crouser gave a report on the Northern Conference and Mrs. 
D. E. Wright’s report was read on the Southern Conference. 

Upon motion it was decided to ask the Statistician, Iva A. Baltzly, Ph. D., 
to send double cards to each society next year, requesting each president to 
send in the membership to date, before Convention, of new members received 
during the year. Her work was highly commended by the President. The 
societies were urged to be careful in reporting correctly to the Statistician. 

Mrs. Phil. Wizeman of Beverly Hills, presented the ‘Roll Call of Honor 
and Superior Merit Societies” for Mrs. E. N. Spirer who was unable to be with 
us. The twenty-one Superior Merit Societies received gold badges and ten 
Honor Societies pink badges, being gifts of Rev. and Mrs. Spirer. 

The Secretary gave a short verbal report. Then followed the Report 
of the Treasurer and Statistician, which was adopted as read. Then followed 
an informal discussion about the ‘‘Missionary Goal’ by delegates. 

The rising of the Convention greeted Miss Elvira Strunk as she took the 
floor to address us on “Among the Rocky Boy Indians in Montana’. 

The offering of $7.21 was consecrated by Rev. Robert Romeis of Fresno, 
after the singing of the hymn, “In the Cross of Christ”. He also pronounced 
the Benediction. 
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Wednesday, April 29, 7:30 P.M. 


A beautiful Golden Anniversary Service was held in the church auditorium 
with Mrs. Kramer, presiding. Mrs. J. E. Hoick led devotions taken from 
Mark 14:3-9 on “Mary’s Opportunity”. Greetings were read from Mrs. 
O. A. Sardeson, President, Women’s Missionary Society, U. L. C. A. and the 
Rev. F. H. Knubel, D.D., LL.D., President United Lutheran Church in America. 
The Rev. W. H. Derr, D.D., President Synod of California extended congratu- 
lations. St. Johns’ A Cappella Choir under the direction of Peter W. Knowles 
sang several beautiful numbers. Mrs. R. W. Briare presided at the organ 
for the singing of the hymns. 

The address “With Banners Flying” was given by the Rev. H. H. Bagger, 
D.D., member of the Executive Board, United Lutheran Church. He suggested 
three banners, the first Ebenezer, “Hitherto Hath the Lord Helped Us”; the 
second “Ecclesia Plantanda’’, “The Church Must Be Planted’ and third, 
“The Word of the Lord Endureth Forever”. He urged the women to go 
forward to the task which lies ahead, not with hate but with love and vision. 

The Golden Anniversary offering of $30.48 was consecrated by the Rev. 
C. F. Oehler, D.D. The Jubilee Song composed by Mrs. J. E. Hoick to the 
tune of “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” was sung and the Benediction was 
pronounced by the Rev. H. W. Opperman. 


Thursday, April 30, 9:30 A.M. 

After the singing of the hymn, “For All the Saints”, a beautiful memorial 
service for the eleven members who entered their Heavenly Home, was 
conducted by Mrs. E. A. Trabert. Mrs. Margaret Linebaugh read the names 
of the departed ones. 

Following the hymn, “O Worship the King”, Mrs. E. L. Konow, of Phoenix, 
conducted devotions from Luke 1:26-30-35-38 on “Mary’s Faith’. Mrs. Walter 
Scott sang “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”. 

Miss Patricia English of First Church, Los Angeles was introduced as a 
representative of a second society newly organized with six members. 

Mrs. C. F. Crouser of Sacramento presented the Department Secretaries 
in “Fifty Years of Upward Climbing” in which each secretary placed a rung 
on a wooden ladder built upon a large Bible. She then added Love and 
Service as arms to form a cross from this ladder. 

Dr. A. B. Schwertz, pastor of First Church, Los Angeles addressed the 
Convention on “India” where he has been a missionary. 

Thirty-six delegates and thirteen visitors were present. 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” was sung. The offering was $6.45. 

Session closed by prayer and benediction by Dr. Schwertz. 


Thursday, April 30, 1:30 P.M. 

The hymn, “Take My Life and Let It Be” opened the last session. 

Devotion: “Women of Tomorrow—Their Opportunity”, Gal. 6:10, was 
given by Mrs. J. P. Beasom of Glendale. 

Thirty-eight delegates and thirty-four visitors were present. 

Mrs. C. S. Izenour of Hollywood urged the societies to cooperate with 
pastor and committee in local churches on Children of the Church, although 
no longer sponsored by the Women’s Missionary Society. Arleen Wizeman 
of Beverly Hills, a product of the “Light Brigade”, now the “Children of the 
Church”, gave a beautiful testimonial and prayer. 

Mrs. W. E. Crouser stated that there would be no more Mt. Hermon 
Summer School of Missions. Schools of Missions are to be conducted in 
various cities to facilitate matters. 


Mrs. C. S. Izenour spoke on behalf of the Mission schools in the South. 
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Rev. S. O. Thorlakkson and Rev. A. C. Knudten, returned missionaries 
from Japan gave greetings and congratulations. 
Upon motion, the President’s report was accepted, each recommendation 
voted on separately and passed by unanimous vote. 
Credential and Resolutions reports were adopted. 
Voted that all bills be paid. 
The Nominating Committee reported the following: 
President—Mrs. P. J. Kramer. 
Vice-President—Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr. 
Secretary—Mrs. L. D. Swanson. 
Treasurer—Mrs. W. B. Scheehl. 
Statistician—Iva A. Baltzly, Ph. D. 
Historian—Mrs. O. A. Awerkamp. 


Motion was made and carried to accept the Report of the Nominating 
Committee. The Secretary cast the ballot unanimously electing the officers 
presented in this report. 

Greetings from Mrs. E. N. Spirer, North Hollywood; Mrs. H. R. Allen, 
Phoenix, Arizona; Mrs. Campbell, Redlands; and Mrs. Dripps of Riverside 
were read. 

Upon motion the Executive Committee, with Mrs. J. E. Hoick, was 
authorized to take steps to make necessary arrangements to care for the 
historical books and records of Synodical Women’s Missionary Society of 
California. 


A dramatization, “The Harvest of Gold”, written and directed by Mrs. 
H. W. Opperman was presented by the Dorcas Society of St. John’s Church. 

Motion carried to ratify the action of the Board in the appointment of © 
Mrs. Phil. Wizeman as Patron and Protege Secretary as Mrs. Beasom was 
elected Vice-President and Mrs. Wm. Ironside as Education Secretary; Mrs. 
Cook resigning due to illness in the family. 

As a Fiftieth Anniversary gift it was voted to give $25.00 to the King 
George Service Center. Five dollars was given to the Northern Summer School 
of Missions. 

The offering was $9.01. 

A rising vote of thanks was given the officers. 

Our next Convention is to be held in Glendale. 

Mrs. E. A. Trabert installed the officers, followed by the singing of 
“Blest Be The Tie” and the Missionary Benediction which closed our Fiftieth 
Anniversary Convention. 

(MRS. LOUIS D.) MOLLY J. SWANSON 
Recording Secretary 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


This Convention marks the Fiftieth Annual Convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of California Synod. We desire to pay tribute to all 
our Past Presidents and Officers, who were consecrated missionary-minded 
women. Through their faithful Jeadership a firm foundation was laid in 
California Synodical. The motto chosen for the first meeting in 1892 was 
the Master’s words, “She hath done what she could”, and this has been 
exemplified by our faithful women. The W. M.S. has made a steady growth 
and the years have brought manifold blessings from God. 


Every member of the W. M. S. should read the interesting history of our 
organization in the “Fruitage of Fifty Years”, published last year and edited 
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by Mrs. J. E. Hoick. We praise and thank God for the unfolding and de- 
velopment of our W. M. S. This is God’s work and it must go on. The 
turmoil in the world will have its effect in our lives and in our work. We 
are laborers together with God in extending Christ’s Kingdom at home and 
throughout the world. We must put Christ on the offensive and have a 
defense that can never be broken. 

You have a picture of what each society has accomplished this year in 
the various departments in your Convention program. Study it carefully. 
If your society has not made the grade this year, make an extra effort to 
make the goal next year. You will rejoice to know that the Centennial Fund 
reached $1,023.25 in our Synodical, $69,000 from the General W. M. S., our 
gift to India. There is a joy and satisfaction in accomplishing this task. 


May I express my personal appreciation to the societies for their splendid 
support in gifts for our India Centennial and also the splendid progress you 
have made in-trying to reach the Honor and Superior Merit Rolls. Twenty- 
one societies reached the Superior Merit and sixteen the Honor Roll. Two 
societies lacked just one point to make Superior Merit Roll. Plan to go even 
farther during the next year, which is the end of the Triennium. There are 
a few changes in the requirements for the coming year. 


We now have 50 Societies to report on our Fiftieth Anniversary. 57 
new members have been received this year, making a total of 934 Active 
Members and 80 Associate Members. If all Associate Members would become 
Active we would have our 1000 members we have worked so hard to get 
before the next Triennial Convention. Do work for new members next year. 
More workers in His Kingdom are needed in these days of world turmoil. 


May I commend the stand our Young Women have taken in the new set 
up of the W. M. S. We are now one W. M. S. all doing the same missionary 
work. The only difference is names of society. We must look to the younger 
women in the churches for new societies. Congress Educational Forums or 
Institutes may be held for spiritual stimulus. 


We are glad to welcome three new societies in our Synodical this year. 
Beverly Hills Lutheran, 2nd group, Elsa King Frey,—Rev. G. L. Hudson, 
pastor; Richmond Grace, 2nd group, In His Service—Rev. Orval A. Awer- 
kamp, pastor; Inglewood Morningside, Dorcas—Rev. F. H. Swanson, pastor. 


Before giving you an accounting of my stewardship as your president, 
I desire to express my sincere appreciation for the hearty cooperation of 
all the officers and department secretaries. Whatever progress we have 
shown is due to all working together under God’s guidance, giving to Him 
the praise and honor. Our treasurer, Mrs. W. B. Scheehl, deserves special 
commendation for the splendid way in which she has taken care of our 
financial responsibilities. Your President has conducted most of the Synodical 
work by communication. 111 letters, 81 postals and five articles for maga- 
zine and Golden State Lutheran have been written. 1200 pieces of stationery 
were sent to all officers and department secretaries. Mailed 100 mimeo- 
graphed official letters to all societies, one group in September, the other in 
February. 


Activities 


Spoke at eight society meetings, was present at Northern Conference 
Executive Board meeting in October. Attended Conference (Northern) 
Nov. 4-5. Led in Quiz about India Centennial. Attended Mt. Hermon School 
of Missions in July. Have attended nine Mt. Hermon Association meetings, 
as Board member. Led the devotions at one meeting of the Mt. Hermon 
Association. Called an Executive Board meeting in Los Angeles, January 
21st, 1942; called an Executive Board meeting of Northern members of 
Executive Board at my home February 11, 1942. Attended Synodical 
Presidents’ Conference in Philadelphia, Pa., January 27-28, 1942. Called the 
Lenter Prayer Service Committee to plan for the Lutheran Women’s Alliance 
Third Annual Prayer Service; presided at the Prayer Service meeting in 
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Central Lutheran Church, Oakland, California, March 22, 1942. 


I submit the following recommendations for your consideration: 
1. Let us work and pray that America, a Christian nation, rededicate 
itself to God. 


2. That in a world “shaken to its foundation’, and at a time when 
the faith of the church is being tested, we remain conscious of the purpose 
of our Women’s Missionary Society and show our faith in its ongoing pro- 
gram by continuing to promote and develov, “now more than ever” the 
work of the church for which we are responsible. 


3. To extend definite efforts toward deepening the spiritual life, in- 
creasing Missionary Education, and promoting the MESO Program 
among the women of the church. 


4. To emphasize the General Budget as a financial special. For the 
remainder of the Triennium we are earnestly requested to remember the 
General Fund even more than we did during normal times. 


5. Send the General Fund $100 from the Lenten Offering, balance 
transferred to Synodical Special Fund. 


6. Contribute $25 to Migrant Work. 


7. That we have Rocky Boy Mission for our “scecial” of $300, and the 
balance to be used for mission work on our own California field (hoping to 
establish a Mission U. L. C. Church in Calif.). One dollar per member. 


8. Send $10 as a gift to our California Deaconess, Sister Irmzard 
Schuchard. 


9. Contribute $5 to District School of Missions in Northern California. 
10. Congress Convention Fund to be continued. 


11. May we continue to show a keen interest in the work of our Children 
of the Church. 


12. Stress personal Evangelism in our societies and spend more time in 
daily devotions and prayer. Let no condition of society excuse us from 
missionary work. Our motto should be, “The On Going Mission in War Time 
and Beyond’. In peace or in war, His command is still, “Go Ye!” May we 
pledge ourselves to God’s plan for us to a more consecrated activity for 
Christ and missions, keeping the lamp of Christianity alight. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. (P. J.) NAN S. KRAMER, 
President 


REPORT OF HISTORIAN 
In Memory 


Active and Life Members who have passed on: 
Mrs. E. F. Gelling, First English Lutheran, Oakland. 
Miss Gondla Jurgens, St. John’s, Sacramento. 
Mrs. J. E. Sickler, First, San Diego. 
Miss Mary Maurer, Grace, Alhambra. 
Mrs. Florence Kepsey, Hollywood. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bohrer, St. Mark’s, Los Angeles. 
Mrs. Marie Kulnle, Bethel, San Jose. 
Mrs. Kate Hulver, St. Luke’s, Huntington Park. 
Mrs. Charles Froelick, St. Luke’s, Huntington Park. 
Mrs. Mary Brightman, First English, Sacramento. 
Mrs. Minnie Sandidge, First Church, San Bernardino. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. LAURENCE CHELSON 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER, WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


March 15th, 1941 to March 15th, 1942 


Balances, March 15th, 1941 


Gentemmialls Bad yee occ eee $ 78.60 
Deaconessie FUNG 2... ect se fo toeen ese ee eee 55.00 
N29 01s) 6 em Op B=) OY gh ie Meena eer er rower eee 198.95 
Synodicall "Pee: oe se.is sce te oe east weee eee 231.45 
RECEIPTS: 
ANNUITY BON GS ieee eee ee $ 300.00 
INSSOCIAILE  NLEID CTS cares eee eee eee 20.00 
Bible Women and Scholarships —.............. 370.00 
BOXPAW Ol ke is Ae See Soe en ee ee 28.60 
Centennial “Fund =e 1,023.25 
Christmas Offering | pee ee eee 100.28 
GONG RESS ira Vie Herel UI) Crees en ee eee ee ee 39.00 
DEACONEeSSS MUNG ene. = ee eee ee 
General Ein Giese ee ee 
India Lace Offering 
Life Memberships and In Memoriams ........ 565.00 
Lenten Offering and Savings Account........ 436.29 
SiVNO GI CATE He Gites sees eee eee es eee es 249.15 
SynodicaliSpeciahin<- ee ee a eee 468.00 
Phank! Om ering: soe Sse ee ee ee 1,610.62 
Triennial Convention Fund ............-.............. 86.70 
WAST GA GLOI 7 fetes eos eee eee ee ee ae Sete 6.70 
TovalvRGCelp tS ex een ee eee 
DISBURSEMENTS: 


Miss A. Barbara Wiegand, Nat’l Treas.....$5,859.31 
Honorarium, Preparing History of Synod.... 25.00 


Purchase of U. S. Defense Bonds................ 296.00 

Synodical Expenditures: 
President’s Expenses................ $17.81 
Secretary’s Expenses .............. 2.56 
Treasurer’s Expenses ............. 17.85 
Statistician’s Expenses .......... 4.74 
Dept. Secretaries’ Expenses... 7.09 
Gavelstor_ Sy Nnodme eee ee 10.30 
sPREASULET Ses On Gy eee 5.00 
Paper & Mimeographing ...... 22.02 
Stationery & Printing .......... 38.64 


Printing Minutes of Synod.... 60.00 
Gift to Janitor of 


Convention Church......... 2.50 
Miscellancousmes eee 5.90 
194.41 
TotaleDisbursements...- 


$ 564.00 


6,497.15 


$6,374.72 


$7,061.15 
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Balances, March 15, 1942 
CONETE SS Ie HUT Cia 08 ret te: Beate ees, a a 
Deaconess Fund 
Synodical Special 
Menten © meri ey cee tan were nr tee 
SVL OGIC A MRE Ce ieee et eet eck eee 


PROtaleBalanCe meen 8 etn ee we 686.42 
$7.051.15 


Respectfully submitted, 
MABEL B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer 
Audited and found correct April 14, 1942 
H. B. O’Brien, O. W. Weibel. 


STATISTICIAN’S REPORT 
For year ending March 3lst, 1942 


This year, aS we look over our statistics, we have reason to rejoice and 
also reason to think seriously — ‘Have I done all I could have done?” We 
rejoice over 4 new societies, two in the North and two in the South. 
But we have also had to drop the names of two societies in the South, since 
they are no longer functioning. So our net gain is two new societies. 

We have an increase in active members of 18, for which we rejoice: 
But last year we had an increase of 49, so the showing this year is not quite 
so good. Our showing would have been better, of course, if every society, 
new and old, had reported. There was no time to send out follow-up cards 
this year, with our Convention coming so early; and anyway, a follow-up 
card should not be necessary. If our blanks are attended to as soon as we 
receive them, as they should be, no one will be forgetting it. 

There is a peculiar coincidence to report this year. Though the reports 
come from so many societies, when added up, the increase of 18 active mem- 
bers is exactly balanced by a loss of 18 associate members. So the grand 
total remains exactly the same. But I am sure we are all glad that 18 
more are active members. 

In the North, all but one society reported; in the South, three failed 
to report. In those cases I have used the number of members reported last 
year, so that they would not be a total loss. 


Membership 

SOCIETIES MEMBERS 
Active Associate Total 
Notbherm: CONTeErenCe: 2. 2e 2. 18 250 18 268 
Southern Conference: 22... 22.2 si ees: 31 645 62 107 
Granderotal sees... ee ee 49 895 80 975 

Gains and Losses 

INerthnern COntenenCel = 2-1. 2s ae 2 18) +5 =) 
Souther iConterence 9 ...222..4..-: + 2—2 Sol —23 +8 
(Ge Clean OU DSi ee ne ee ne 2 +18 —18 Same 


P.S.—After the above report and all statistical blanks were finished an influx 
of 45 new members and two new societies were reported. It was voted at 
Convention to accept them and report to General Statistician before June 30th 
making a total of 63 new members and 5 new societies this year. There are 
now 51 societies, 940 active members and 80 associate members. 
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The Statistician requests the following items for next year: 
a. Give the number of persons in your Study Circle or number of 
homes visited. Do not state (many) or leave it blank. 
b. Give the number of members you have on the roll including new 
members received to date before Convention. 
c. Fill out the Statistician’s blank carefully as this report is sent 
to the National Statistician. ™ 
Respectfully submitted, 
IVA A. BALTZLY, Ph. D. 


DEPARTMENTS 


Annuity Secretary, Mrs. M. A. Linebaugh reports two annuity certificates 
this year, one for $200 and one $100 Bond. 


Box Work Report 
No. of Boxes 


CHURCH Cash Home Foreign Value 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
PAT AMUN a GEA CE eos es ee $20.60 3 
DY ANNA: SHANUS ler eee eee 1 
Beverly Hills (1) Women of Church........ 3 $ 13.00 
BISA eG OC Yinreee a eRe 1 12.00 
Glendale, Johanna S. Beasom. ........ 4.00 1 25.00 
Les Ed ave vind hi aVei tela en Oe ay cet ary Bees ed Ae 2 
EVOUMY WOO IVINS Use W cg Vice ep eee aes 1 1 14.00 
HTORENIC CIV VCE Vine ners ee eee one mee 1 15.00 
Huntington Park, Gospel Light —........... 3 100.00 
TOMS BCA Ch s - 2 esec.-S ec oan ee eee ee 1 
Los Angeles 
Bethanyau(Second)) eer eee eee 1 
FU S ten er, IR Ae ORR eee 2 
Ge VLA KS CES ty) ee erence ere ee 2 
St. Mark's, Loving Heart’ .................. 1 
North Hollywood, Mena Spirer (2)............ 5.00 2 1 
Mat hics: 8035 eel tte et ee eee ee 1 
AIS UCL OT Ge sao eee eee re ee 1 1 170.00 
Phoenix. @) The John. Ke Reede-..] = 1 40.00 
RAVECLESIGC BTS bt ose-o een oe nen te eae 2 15.00 
Nona Vie Diehl sat ee en 1 
SansbDiezo SP irstten. eee ee eee 3 
Catherine aver SOL eee eee 1 
SAG aee MONICA eee ae oe eee ee eee 1 50.00 
San eSernardinow Hurst. cee ee 1 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
Iserkeley.e DOCH S ar eee oe ene eee eee 3.00 1 
MIGelLES ie corn oot et 1 so 
EESTI e MULTS tip Gere eee one arte et net nee Lee 1 
Chie Rie. eer ceeereht ete et eR eee 2; 
Oakland) ‘Queen Histher .24.2200. 1 1 
WOQuisa mE ere see ee eee ee eee il 10.00 
DAClaniren tO sh ITS baer oe eeeeee ee seen nen 1 250 
Sacramento, St. John’s, Dorcas ................ 1 8.00 
Sani Jose (4) ‘Bethel: 4 a es 3.00 1 7.09 
Sane JOSE AGLaCe: s.5. selene ee 2 10.00 
TR OUS coe e ik ee ee alae ee $35.60 48 5 $494.50 
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(1) Gave 8 Layettes and toys to Cal. Luth. Hospital, value $25.00. 
(2) Sent Box to Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Neb. and helped migrants. 
(3) Gave to migrant work: $10.00. 

(4) Sent $3.00 to Rocky Boy Mission through Mr. Scheehl. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. (H. R.) RUTH K. ALLEN 


Mrs. C. S. Izenour, Secretary of Children of the Church, sponsored by the 
Parish and Church School Board, reported ten active Children of the Church 
groups in the California Synod, with 247 children. The financial report for 
the year is $71.83 Do help to promote the Children of the Church in your 
congregations. 

Miss Matilda E. Fritz, Deaconess Secretary, urges all the societies to 
contribute something toward the Synodical Deaconess Fund, and encourage 
young women to train for deaconess work. Write to Dr. W. A. Wade, Execu- 
tive Secretary, Board of Deaconess Work, 2500 West North Ave., Balti- 
more, Md. 

Mrs. B. B. Cook, Educational Secretary, reports literature and supplies 
sold, $42.33. Send for free literature to 1225 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. Caroline Young Lutheran Women’s Work Secretary, reports 641 
subscriptions. Use your magazine for program work, and the Quiz. It will 
give you another Honor Roll point. 

Mrs. John Hjort, Thank Offering Secretary, reports an increase in Thank 
Offering of $49.83 over that of last year, a total of $1610.62. 

Miss R. A. Flathman, Secretary of India Lace, reports since the Con- 
vention last year, the Lace Secretary in the south, Mrs. M. Spirer, sold all 
she had left, amounting to $11.38. In the north $5.75 worth was sold making a 
total of $17.13 sold. Contributed for India Lace Industry from 25 societies 
$143.11 an increase of $59.11 over last year’s offerings. Thanks to the societies 
for fine support of this work. Letters and literature have been sent again 
this year to all societies in the Synodical. 

Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Secretary of Patron and Protege, reports nine societies 
reported the support of Bible Women and Scholarships as follows: 


Bible Women: 


Beverly Hills, Women of the Church.................... $ 30.00 
TSOMMEIAWKOLOVEL, TEMAS GQRUESIN)) as ag eee te 50.00 
MosmAnveles = Bethanye CMiIrSt)) 2. 10.00 
SADC OOM ie SCHITITS Se cegmires ope eee etn oh tet ee 50.00 
Scholarships: 

GlendalessJohannaes. Beasom) 22. 2. 95.00 
Sa ChamentOns tears Ont Sam CEILS Ween eeeeee eee 25.00 
Sacramenvou Sts Ohines (DONC aS) teers eee 25.00 
Saravana ns Unear  UULL GS sees cee oe eee 45.09 
San Francisco, St. Mark’s Mission Study............ 40.00 

CR CGRR SIL: pe AU Ss EA a Ae i ene eee eee ea? $370.00 


The Patron and Protege department makes possible the opportunity of 
individuals and organizations to personalize their missionary efforts by sup- 
porting with gifts, prayers, love and interest native workers and scholarships 
in our mission field. Let us push forward with increased eagerness to render 
all possible aid to the church by supporting more and more proteges. 

The full or partial support of a protege by or through every missionary 
society in our Synod should be our aim for the coming year. 


Missionary Education Report - Mrs. Ray Inslee, Secretary 
(a) Mission Study Classes—17; enrolled 218. 
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(b) Book Review Groups—10; enrolled 161. 

(c) Reading Circles—5; enrolled 89. 

32 classes with 468 enrolled in some type of Mission Study. 

The Mission Study Honor Roll members are Miss Florence Welty, Mes- 
dames Caroline Young, Lettie Beckett, C. S. Izenour, Elsa King Frey, L. N. 
Chelson, Erwin A. Vosseler, Marie Ebey, V. C. Chelson, C. Bastin, C. Johnson, 
C. Drexel, C. Miller, C. Cushing, A. Huglen, A. Coakley, A. Johnson, A. Bowen, 
O. Nordin O. Awerkamp, J. Torvik, R. Doss, H. Jenkins, V. Nielson, J. P. 
Beasom, Jr., E C. Bentz, F. L. Schmeil, H. Sime, and Ray Inslee. 


Report of Extension Department— 

Latest reports show that there are 441,000 women over twenty years of 
age in the United Lutheran Church. That 64,000 (145%) are members of 
the Women’s Missionary Society. The challenge to extend interest and active 
participation-in the work of the church through the Women’s Missionary 
Society is obviously a definite call to the Extension Department. Yet few 
societies report even an Extension Secretary. 

Your Synodical Secretary recommends: 

1. That each Society at its May meeting appoint an Extension Secretary. 

2. That each Society work for a 10% increase in membership this year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LEONA H. SNYDER 


Report of Promotion Department— 

The department is the newest in the Synodical of California and the 
most important as it means progress in the W. M. S. work. 63 new members 
have been added this year and five new societies, two in the north and three 
in the south—St. Michael’s (Dorcas); Richmond (In His Service); Ingle- 
wood Morningside (Dorcas); Beverly Hills (E. K. F.) and First Church, Los 
Angeles, 2nd group. 

MRS. GRACE-ESTHER CHELSON, 
Secretary 


Mrs. W. E. Crouser, Student Secretary, reports four men studying for 
the ministry and 166 students from California U. L. C. in institutions of 
learning. 


Report cf Department of Life and “In Memoriam”— 


Life Memberships received during Synodical year .............. 42 
Honorary Memberships received during Synodical V Carer ece carer 5 
Me LOLA eInitemViembersinlpcy eC Oly. Cee aes setter ese nee ee 47 
Life, Memberships .on: Synodic¢al “Roll-on. a ee 779 
Honorary Life Memberships on Synodical Roll... 149 
Total Life Memberships on Synodical Roll... 928 


Persons Memorialized during Synodical year 
Total “In Memoriams” on Synodical Roll 
100% Life Membership Societies 1941-42 
Bethele Sani Ose, withing 1Oememo crs eee een nen 1 
Total. 100%) Societies. shulc..- stewart eo ee ee 


The Rev. Dr. Albert B. Schwertz family, 
HITS by CHULCIVOLOS ANNE 6] CS ieee ae ae reme te ee er tt 
Total: 100%: Families 26 c: 3 ide ctl enc ae a eee 


We urge you in the coming Synodical year to remember i j 
i your friends with 
Life Memberships and so help the church to continue her great work. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. F. P. SMITH, Secretary 
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COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your committee has carefully examined the president’s report and notes 
that it reveals leadership, vision and courage, the like of which comes only 
through living close to God; and that each responsibility has been accepted 
and executed with a thoroughness that required untiring and undivided 
loyalty to the great work of extending God’s Kingdom throughout the world. 

Your committee recommends that the recommendations be adopted and 
report accepted as a while. 

MRS. C. S. IZENOUR, 


MRS. WM. IRONSIDE 


REPORT OF THE RESOLUTION COMMITTEE 


With thankfulness to our Heavenly Father for His loving care and the 
many evidences of His blessing on our work during these past 50 years, we 
submit the following resolutions: 

1. That we express our appreciation and thanks to Rev. and Mrs. H. W. 
Opperman and the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church for the fine hos- 
pitality shown all who are attending this 50th Anniversary Convention, and 
for the most enjoyable reception of Wednesday evening. 

2. That we thank all those who so carefully planned the program— 
For the beautiful vocal numbers and to all who assisted in making every 
session helpful and inspiring. To Mrs. Opperman for writing and directing 
the dramatization, “The Harvest of Gold”. To Mrs. J. E. Hoick for compos- 
ing the Jubilee Song, and to those who brought the messages of devotion. : 

8. That we extend our thanks to Dr. H. H. Bagger, Rev. J. Edward Os- 
lund, Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, and Miss Elvira Strunk, for their inspira- 
tional addresses. 

4. That we express our appreciation to the Past Presidents for their words 
of greeting, and to the present officers and department secretaries for their 
splendid work of the past years. 

5. That we thank Mrs. Garnet J. Grieve of Berkeley, St. Michael’s, for 
the lovely convention program covers. 

6. That we bow in humble submission to the will of our Heavenly Father 
and thank Him for the Christian lives of the eleven members He has called 
from our Synodical to their home in Heaven. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. JAMES P. BEASOM, JR. 
MRS. E. C. BENTZ 
MRS. T. M. TELANDER 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


TES ayH Ve Kea a ieee ses og ee ae Re ae Mrs. P. J. Kramer 
WiCO=PTeSiG CMU ete ete ete oe cee Mrs. James P. Beasom, Jr. 
SYSGiA SHEE AL eo A i ney gate See mS toe ee ees Mrs. L. D. Swanson 
FR CASUT Clee oe ieee as Sen tesa ete tte Mrs. W. B. Scheehl 
DS BRYON BV ee tee eR et ener enon Mrs. Orval A. Awerkamp 
Statistician se. cette eee ne es ea Mrs. Iva Baltzly, Ph. D. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. F. P. SMITH 
MRS. H. W. OPPERMAN 
MRS. MARGARET A. LINEBAUGH 
MRS. E. L. KONOW 
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Mrs. John J. Hjort, Bill Auditor, passed on bills presented. 


SUPERIOR MERIT AND HONOR ROLL SOCIETIES 


The Superior Merit Societies were the following: 

Hollywood, First, 19 point; St. Michael’s (Louisa Miller) 19 points; 
Huntington Park (Gospel Light) 18 points; Phoenix, Grace (John Reed) 18 
points; Sacramento, First, 17 points; Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl) 17 
points; Beverly Hills (Women of Church) 17 points; Glendale (J. S. B.) 16 
points; Fresno, First, 16 points; Fresno, First (C. R.) 16 points; San Diego, 
First (Leisenring) 16 points; North Hollywood (M. S.) 16 points; Los Angeles, 
St. Mark’s, 15 points; Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Dorcas) 16 4/5 points; Holly- 
wood, (F. E.W.) 15 points; Los Angeles, First, 15 points; Pasadena, Trinity, 
15 points; Redlands, First, 16 points; Richmond, Grace (M.M.) 15 points; 
Riverside, Trinity (M. G.) 15 points; San Francisco, St. Mark’s, 15 points; 
Oakiand, First (L. M.) 17 points. 

The Honor Roll Societies were the following: 

Santa Monica, St. Paul’s, 14 3/5 points; San Jose, Bethel (L. W.) 14 
points; Long Beach, Trinity, 14 points; Alhambra, Grace (First) 13 3/5 points; 
San Jose, Grace, 13 points; Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Fideles) 13 points; San 
Bernardino (M. E. S.) 13 points; St. John’s, Sacramento (Dorcas) 13 points; 
Los Angeles, First, 13 points; Hollywood (F. E. W.) 12 4/5 points; Riverside, 
Trinity (M.S.) 12 4/5 points; North Hollywood (Faith) 12 4/5 points; Hunting- 
ton Park (Go Ye) 12 points; St. John’s, Sacramento (First) 12 points; St. 
John’s, Oakland, 12 points; Oakland, First (Queen Esther) 12 points. 

Other societies met the following points: 

San Francisco, St. Matthew’s, 10 3/5 points; Los Angeles, Bethany (First) 
10 3/5 points; San Francisco, First, 8 points; Los Angeles, Bethany (Second) 
8 points; Los Angeles, St. Paul’s, 6 points; San Diego (C. V. B.) 6 points; 
Gardena, St. John’s, 4 2/5 points; Alhambra, Grace (Dr. A. S. K.) 7 points; 
Glendale (P. R. T.) 6 points; St. Mark’s (L. H.) 6 points. 


For the Coming Year 
Requirements for Honor Roll, 14 Points 
For Superior Merit Society, 18 Points 


1. An increase in membership. 

2. An average attendance at meetings of at least 50% of the member- 
ship. 

3. Regular use of the monthly program published in Lutheran Women’s 
Work. 

4. Use of the magazine quiz. 


5. A subscription to the Lutheran Women’s Work in the home of every 
active member. 


Promotion of the Children of the Church in your congregation. 
An Extension Department (Visitation) in your society. 

A mission study class or reading circle in the congregation. 
Daily Bible reading by all members of your society. 


10. Financial obligations fully met, send in quarterly before the 15th of 
June, September, December and March to Synodical Treasurer: 
(a) General Fund—l0e per member per month. 
(b) Synodical Fee—25c per member per year. 
(c) Triennial Convention Expense Fund—10c per member per year. 


11. Synodical Special—Contribution per member to American Indian at 
Rocky Boy. 


Be) eo) Sshlee 
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Lenten Offering—Christmas offering; India Lace Offering (free will). 


Contribution toward Deaconess Fund and Congress Travel Fund ($1.00 
per Society per year). 


Increase in amount of Thank Offering. 

One public Thank Offering meeting. 

Box Work—cash or supplies. 

Support of Patron and Protege work—partial payment on a scholarship. 
One new Life Member or In Memoriam. 


One meeting devoted to the study of the General Society (National). 
Observance of the week of prayer and self-denial—Day of Prayer. 
Representation at Conference and Synodical Conventions. 

Observance of India Lace Day in May, cooperating with S. S. children. 
Prompt reports and answers to all communications from officers. 
Send in list of new officers to Secretary of Synodical or President, as 
soon as elected. 


Representation at a summer school of Missions. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 1943-1944 


Presicl erit asses ee ene eee The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 


First Wice-Presid Cite. scat re eee The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
997 East Walnut St., Pasadena, California 
Second Vice PGesi Gert eer ence re tase eater seers The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
659 16th Street, Oakland 12, California 
S@Cr@ tar yee occas ce een ee ee es eee The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 
1320 Second Avenue, San Diego, California 
TYG AS UIC T: 5 cece Fc ce et an cee aa a ee cere eee See William B. Scheehl 
745 bznd Avenue, Oakiand 9, California 
Statistician --... Ua ee cee eee oo Od ENN ce The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
750 Roosevelt Avenue, Fresno 3, California 
ATChivist 3 eth eee eee ees The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 


3119 West Sixth Street, Los Angeles, California 


TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. — The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
Wm. B. Scheehl — The Rev. H. Paul Romeis — The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. — The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
Wm. B. Scheehl — The Rev. H. Paul Romeis — The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 
F, C. Noel — Robert E. Paden 


HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. — The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
1944—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. — William Capel 
1945—The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. — W. E. Lebold 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE 
1944—_The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D. — The Rev. Francis C. Pryor 
1945—The Rev. Wm. H. Derr, D.D. — The Rev. J. S. Herold, D.D. 
1946—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. (Convener) — The Rev. J. Ed- 
ward Oslund 


FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 
1944—The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. (Chairman) 
1945—The Rev. Edward N. Spirer 
1946—The Rev. Charles P. Smith 


SYNODICAL TRUSTEE ON BOARD OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
1946—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 


SOCIAL MISSION COMMITTEE 
1944The Rev. H. C. Lindsay — The Rev. Charles F. Oehler, D.D. 
1945—The Rev. Arthur Alm — The Rev. J. Edward Oslund (convener) 
1946—The Rev. W. R. Mottern, Litt. D. — The Rev. Henry I. Kohler, D.D 


HISTORIAN 
The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D, 


_MINISTERIAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
The Rev. Clifford Holland (chairman) — The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
The Rev. William S. Dysinger, D.D. 


PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 
The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp 


CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
Mrs. L. D. Swanson, secretary — Mrs, Edward N. Spirer, treasurer 


LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISERS 
Northern Conterence—The Rev. J. George Dorn. D.D 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Robert S. Kerstetter 


THE NECROLOGIST 
The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, Die 


CHAPLAIN 
The Rev. H. C. Lindsay — The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, alternate 


: PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
P. O. Narveson (chairman) — Charles Hushaw — The Rev. August Claus 


MINUTES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. Wm. E. Crouser, D.D. (chairman) — The Rev. Heavy F. Schmidt 
The Rev. Carl Miller 


WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
The Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, D.D. (chairman) — The Rev. B .L. Westenbarger 
The Rev. Herman Lucas 


REFERENCE AND COUNCIL 


The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson (chairman) — The Rev. Carl Miller 
Wm. E. Bening 


STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. (chairman) — William Mann 
The Rev. A. J. Soldan, D.D. — C. T. Gutleben 


CONSTITUTION OF SYNOD 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. (chairman) — The Rev. Franklin P. Smith 
The Rev. Francis C. Pryor 


STUDENT WORK COMMITTEE 
The Rev. Robert S. Romeis (chairman) — The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter 
Howard L. Logan 


STATE OF CHURCH 
The Rev. Wm. S. Dysinger, D.D. (chairman) — The Rev. Wm. F. Poat, LL.D 
The Rev. John R. Broyer, Ph.D. — The Rev. John C. Bitter 


COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 


EDITOR OF THE GOLDEN STATE LUTHERAN 
The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 


BROTHERHOOD COMMITTEE 
George C. Wieman, president W. F. Bening, vice-president 
Clarence Derr, secretary — Gardiner Grieve, treasurer 
COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Charles F. Oehler, D.D. 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Sylvanus H. Yerian, Ph.D., D.D 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
The Rev. J. Edw. Hoick, D.D. (chairman) — The Rev. Wm. E. Crouser, D.D 
The Rev. Oscar H. Gruver, D.D. 
AUDITORS 
O. W. Weibel — H. B. O’Brien 


RESOLUTIONS 


The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert (chairman) — The Rev. J. Edward Hoick, D.D. 
The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 


NEXT CONVENTION : 
First Lutheran Church, 630 Ferger Ave., Fresno 3, California, May 1-4, 1944 
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MINUTES 


of the 


Fifty-Second Annual Convention 
of the | 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
of California 


FIRST SESSION 


Glendale, California, May 10, 1943—7:45 p.m. 
The fifty-second annual convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of California opened with the Confessional Service, followed by the Sacra- 
ment of Holy Communion. The celebrants: Vice-Presidents Howard A. 
Anspach, D.D., and Robert S. Romeis; liturgist: Secretary Erwin A. Vosseler; 
homilist: James P: Beasom, Jr..,: who preached the sermon on the theme, 
“I Will Build My Church”, ‘based cn Matthew 16:18. f 
| i) 
SECOND SESSION | 

Glendale, California, May 11, 19439: 00/a.m. 
The devotional service was conducted by Chaplain| Clifford | ‘Holland: 

his theme, “Pearl of Great Price”, being based on Matthew 13: 44, 


President Beasom opened Synod by use of the prescribed for . Law- 
rence Olson, mayor of Glendale, gave a welcome to delegates of col vention. 


The secretary read the following: 
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The reference and counsel committee’s report was adopted. The fol- 
lowing new members were introduced: The Reverends H. C. Lindsay, 
Charles P. Smith, Robert D. Kerstetter, A. Cc. Knudten, Arthur W. Alm. 


Also introduced were the Reverends Walter Moeller, service pastor of 
Hollywood; Pastor Sorenson of the Norwegian. Lutheran Church; August 
S. Claus, candidate for ordination; and Franklin C. Fry, official delegate 
representing U.L.C.A. 


The secretary read the convention committees. ‘ 

President’s Heport-The Reverends Henry F. Schmitt; A. C. Knudten; 
A. J. Soldan, D.D.; and Messrs. P. Nilmeier and Frank Feger. 

Resolutions—The Reverends J. Edward Hoick, D.D.; Robert D. Ker- 
stetter; and Guy L. Hudson. ) 
ee ace mane Counsel—The Reverends Robert S. Romeis; H. C. 
Linsday; and Franklin A. Swanson. F 

Claims—Messrs. William B. Scheehl, Robert Paden, and the Reverends 
J. George Dorn, D.D.; andA. D. Soldan, D.D. , 

Letters and Papers—The Reverends H. I. Hohler, D.D.; J. C. Bitter, 
and Herman Lucas. : 

Excuses—The Reverends Earnest A. Trabert, D.D.; J. Edward Hoick, 
D.D.; Charles P. Smith; and Gus Hamann. e 

Tellers—The Reverends Carl A. Miller, Arthur W. Alm, and Messrs. 
P. Kraemer, and P. O. Narvesson. ; 

Recess 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


“Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” ; 

Salutation—For the first time in the history of our Synod, we meet 
for our annual convention in the church of which the president of Synod 
is pastor. He has, because of this, the double privilege of both welcoming 
the delegates and of thanking the host congregation for her hospitality. 
As we lift our hearts in prayer unto God in thanksgiving for His divine 
care of His most holy chureh during the past year, let us petition the throne 
of grace for strength, courage and guidance that His will may be done. 


Our World at War—Once more we meet in a world at war. Stark 
tragedy faces the human race and every family is affected. From our 
homes and churches have gone hundreds of young men and women into the 
armed forces of our beloved country. Some of them have given their lives 
on the field of battle; others have been returned wounded. Many more wiil 
suffer in the days ahead. We must pray that God will comfort the hearts 
of the bereaved and will give faith to all. 


Migrations—Compensating for the loss in membership and workers who 
have gone from our congregations, as we have mentioned above, hundreds 
upon hundreds of war workers have migrated to the territory of Synod. 
These present a tremendous challenge. All of them are unchurched and 
many of them are from our household of faith. New cities are arising and 
old cities are crowded. Villages are turning into metropolitan communities. 


Missions—Because of this recent influx, we have become a virgin field 
for missionary endeavor, Already, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Vallejo 
has been organized and is petitioning for membership with eighty-nine 
charter members. A missionary pastor will arrive on the field of St. 
Francis Woods, San Francisco, by the first of next month. Surveys will be 
made in San Jose and Long Beach immediately with the prospects of or- 
ganizing congregations. Several other fields are calling for help. Every 
congregation is a mission field and every pastor must be a missionary. 
Pastors and members should keep a continual program of visitation evan- 
gelism in operation. To assist in this effort for the sumimer, the Board of 
American Missions is helping Synod as a war emergency program by 
sending to our territory six seminary students. 


_ Lutheran World Aiction—While we are engaged in our own local 
missionary cause, we should not neglect the larger work of the church. 
We failed to reach our quota for Lutheran World Action last year; we 
must not fail this year. The need is greater, and each congregation can prove. 
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her loyalty to our men and women in service, to our mission fields and to 
our war workers. 


100% For Benevolences—For the first time our Synod is over the, 
one hundred per cent mark. The treasurer reported in the last GOLDEN 
STATE LUTHERAN 101.56%. Let us bend every effort to remain in this 
class, remembering that our gifts represent offerings unto the Lord for 
service in His greater vineyard. 


Chaplains—A number of our former pastors have become military 
chaplains. during the past year three more of our pastors have enlisted: 
Chaplains Lawrence Vosseler and Clarence Crouser in the U.S. Navy, and 
Chaplain Henry Opperman in the U.S. Army. Let us remember them in 
our prayers. 


Application for Admission—The following resolution has.come from 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Vallejo, California: “ ... resolve that this 
congregation apply to the Synod of California for admittance. . .-.” This, 
petition will come before Synod for action. 


Deaths—The Rev. William F. Holl; The Rev. George H. Hillerman, D.D. 


Resignations—The Rev. J. S. Herold, D.D., from St. John’s, Oakland; 
The Rev. Francis O. Pryor from First, Oakland; The Rev. Adam Schreiber 
from St. Paul’s, Fresno; The Rev. Henry Opperman from St. John’s Sacra- 
mento; The Rev. Clarence Crouser from First, Sacramento; The Rev. J. 
Edward Hoick, D.D., from St..Mark’s, Los Angeles; The Rev. J. George 
Dorn, D.D., from Hollywood, Los Angeles; The Rev.. Harry R. Allen from 
Grace, Phoenix, Arizona; The Rev. H. Paul Romeis from First, San Ber- 
nardino. 


Reassignment—The Rev. Franklin P. Smith, board missionary, St: 
Paul’s, Los Angeles; The Rev. Marvin O. Lee, First, Los Angeles (ass’t. 
pastor); The nev. Lawrence A. Vosseler, First, Glendale (asso. pastor); 
The Rev. Arthur W. Alm, First, Los Angeles (ass’t. pastor). 


Calls Accepted—The Rev. J. George Dorn, St. Mark’s, San Francisco; 
The Rev. Francis C. Pryor, Grace, Santa Barbara; The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, 
First, Oakland; The Rev. Arthur Kaspereit, Bethel, San Jose;; The Rev. 
Walter Moeller, Board Missionary, Vallejo; The Rev. Charles Smith, ass’t 
pastor, St. Luke’s, Huntington Park; The Rev. Robert Kerstetter, Holly- 
wood, Los Angeles; The Rev. H. C. Lindsay,’ Grace, Phoenix, Arizona: 
The Rev. Clifford B. Holland, St. Paul’s, Santa' Monica; The Rev. Arthur 
W. Alm, First, San Bernardino; The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, Holy 
Trinity, Inglewood. 


Transfers of Ministers—The Rev. Adam Schreiber, New York Synod; 
The Rev. M. H. Geisler, Iowa Synod; The Rev. Harry R. Allen, Illinois 
Synod; The Rev. Marvin O. Lee, Iowa Synod. 


Congregational Advancements—There have been a great many im- 
provements made to the physical properties of the congregations of Synod. 
The president wishes to express a word of commendation to both pastors 
and members for this sign of advancement of the work of the kingdom. 
Some of these are listed by congregations: 

Hollywood—Many repairs and the following gifts: service flag, altar 
service book, two credence brackets, chancel table, nine offering plates, 
baptismal font, communion set. 

First, San Diego—Debt paid in full, the building repainted and re- 
paired and rewired, new altar and pulpit hangings, altar picture, fifty new 
hymnals, 120 new steel folding chairs. 

Temple, San Francisco—$125.00 paid on debt to bank and $100 on 
debt to Board of American Missions. 1 

Trinity, Pasadena—$2,000 paid on debt in 1942, and $3,000 already 
in 1943. 

Holy Trinity, Inglewood—$5,000 raised for new building; Lot pur- 
chased from the Board of American Missions. Ready to build. 

St. Luke’s Huntington Park—Extensive repairs, repainting, restucco- 
ing; altar painting of Rembrandt’s “Christus”. Tale : 

St. John’s, Sacramento—Extensive repairs and repainting in basement. 

Trinity, Long Beach—$5,208 debt reduction; fifty new common ser- 
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vice books, service flag, army and navy service books for all men in service. 

St. Matthew’s, North Hollywood—Debt paid in full. Assisted in the 
erection of two Army chapels. ’ ; 

Grace, Richmond—Balance of bank debt of $6,280 paid and $1,250 
paid to Board of American Missions; extensive repairs, repainting, re- 
carpeting; new hymn books, amplifying system. all 

St. Michael’s, Berkeley—Indebtedness of congregation paid in full, 
new roof for parish house, new landscaping, badminton court. 

St. Mark’s, Los Angeles—Extensive repairs, repainting and redecor- 
ating; new U.S. Christian, and Service flags added. _ 

Trinity, Riverside—Auditorium and chapel redecorated, new common 
service books. ; j 

St. Paul’s, Santa Monica—Completed refinancing program with the 
Board of American Missions. 

Bethany, Los Angeles—Nursery room with P.A. system and plate-glass 
window; 100 new common service books. 

Grace, San Jose—Basement fitted for an Army and Navy service 
center, operated by the church; Sunday School room turned into chapel 
with all the furnishings. Celebration of golden anniversary. 

St. Mark’s, San Francisco—Plans made for extensive repairs to whole 
church plant. 185 new members received in seven months. 

First, Glendale—Indebtedness paid in full; extensive repairs and 
many additions. 

St. John’s, Oakland—Purchase of a building for parish house. 

First, Los Angeles—Purchase of new piano, fifty new common service 
books, changes in choir loft and organ console moved; all women’s organi- 
zations merged into “Women of the Church”. 

We thank almighty God for these and all of the other improvements 
to the properties of the congregations of Synod. May He help us to use 
these to His honor and glory. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES P. BEASOM, Jr., President. 


4 ane report was received and referred to the committee on President’s 
eport. 


The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D., presented the historian’s report. 


; Dae co HISTORIAN’S REPORT 
_ Since publication of the Synodical History two years ago, your his- 
torian has endeavored to keep up a supplemental record of each congrega- 
tion. This will prove of value to the future historian of Synod. 
That records may be as complete as possible, pastors are requested 
to transmit to me items of interest, that they may be incorporaed in the 


records. 
—JOHN EDWARD HOICK, Historian. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURE 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
January 1, 1942 - December 31, 1942 


BALANCES—January 1, 1942 


Receipts 
SY NOCICAMTCASULY yee eae $ 888.97 
Studentework fund’). 25.00 
Mission cash balance ......................- 665.76 
POT Meacashy Balance! wee cn nes Geto $ 1,579.73 
APPORTIONMENT— 
1D A IN 9 ene oe ee eae ee A 12,415.24 
Synodicalitreasuryy- 1. ee BPN EPA | 
Midland College: 42.......2... 1,756.63 
OMA Apportionment ene ee ee 17,319.08 
Midilande@ollecesoitts tes tk es ee 335.00 
WutheranzW orld’ Action — 23-62 2,623.45 
Indias Centennial ie icsecte ts ieee ee ee 420.93 
Board! of American. Missions... c.-...sccsestacsscacessececnczuse 235.00 
MLOLEIE NO IVITSSIOMS eases eee ee oe 25.00 
Ministerial Pension and Relief -..............222...22..... 68.00 
OTHErPBeneVvOlences ist srcccs ete anerate se ete eesteacatecces 160.69 
csutheranmscudentWOLKe secs e eee ee 553.50 
VIG MISTOT IG rE GUICALION: Mors oe ete eae ccce eo nsceecaseecsbace 305.68 
Repayment a/c Ministerial Education ................- 80.00 
Sales of Synodical Histories and Cuts ............-....- 59.50 
Offerings at Synodical Convention .......................- 17.46 
PIII MINUMLeS= Of > YMOG tires eens leer ene oe eece ee 70.00 
Officers’ Salaries and Expense Allowance .......... 
Executive Committee expense ...............----------------- 
Home Mission Committee expense .........------------.-+ 
IVIESSION Ee SUEVIEY] ACCOUIMG corer crete Fare teeoetasetancen 
Other Committee Expenses ...2-...-..-.--..-.--~.--<-.-2---- 
IPOSTAPERANGUSLA LI ONE pee eae ean aac nn sossncenecateces 
Yosemite National Park Church -....2.....----..--------= 
Sequoia National Park Church ..........------------------- 
CHUltTermareey 1b uks sYe) creel (Cres 00 oe ene ere eee a 
Publishing Golden State Lutheran ...................-.- e 
Convention VEravel] HX PCNSC ix. cc-..-eet-s cee cce-necwe tones 
Other Convention Expense ..........-..-----2-------.0------<.-- 
Per Diem Allowance U.L.C.A. Delegates 
Vallejo: Massion: ACCOUNEG ooo oo ean nn race stenertewnsenr wren 7,492.50 
$31,425.52 
BALANCES— 
Synodical Treasury ....---.------------------ 646.33 
Mission Survey Fund ......-...-.---.-------- 185.69 
SS EUG EME eV. 0 Dice EU Clee cree eee 25.00 
Vallejo Mission Fund ............--.--------- 492.50 
Gd (ats tepid CAESST oy, BSE RED GLGLSY ean cena a een ee eee pre 
HOME FOR AGED FUND 
Receipts 
Cash on Hand January 1, 1942 ........-----------------------+------ 1,716.39 
Payment on Principal ....--..----------------------------------- 250.00 
Interest on Mortgage ..-------------------------------------------= 36.00 
WLC C STATES « OLS ee ceecre cence cat en eeeneten cece en emnnnarne 125.00 
Savings Account .........--------:2-----:----2--eeeeeceeee 31.85 
Proceeds, Sale L.A. Invest. Co. Stock ..........--..---- 1,712.41 
Gift, Mary and Martha, 1st Church, Oakland .. 250.00 
From M. E. Winemiller OS) aes een ee eee orers 200.00 
Mortgage Payments .....-.----------------- G0) 
Cost, Collect. gag ym 206.50 


Taxes, Sierra Madre Property 


BALANCE on Hand December 31, 1942 


Disburse- 
ments 


$12,415.24 


2,091.63 
2,623.45 


553.50 
1,055.68 


307.90 
800.00 
225.90 
125.48 
480.07 
12.53 
46.99 
75.00 
50.00 
124.10 
155.31 
339.90 
43.70 
640.00 
7,000.00 


$30,076.00 


1,349.52 


Disburse- 
ments 


4,321.63 


208.25 
$ 4,115.38 


CASHSBATIAN CES oop 22 seb ooe ee rccege nes cecpsneanmnqzane 4,113.38 


United States: War’ Bonds) ac22020te--2-<-ceeereeneene 5,000.00 
Mortgage on Stumpf Property -..--....-------------- 2,000.00 
EIMMOtAI GLOSS TASSOUS ace acet eee teeneete oese se encecaaeeeancntan $23,613.38 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT ON FINANCIAL CONDITION 
December 31, 1942 


Cash in Synodical Treasury $ 646.33 

IVASSION HOURVeys BUG testis eee eee eeeeee 185.69 

Student. Work und, 2 a ee ee ee ee eee 25.00 

VallejowiissiomeAccotnit sie weer icer ee eee neta ese 492.50 

TODPALECashwBalanGe ti .oG 5 cee ee eee le ene $ 1,349.52 

Notes Receivables 600 2h ee ie caer Caeser. Lert 1,600.00 

Home for Aged Fund, Gross Assets ........-.--..-.------------+ $23,613.38 
TOTAL GROSSSASSHES oro cesn sere eres ibe apcreend ence $26,562.90 


Respectfully submitted, 
—WILLIAM B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer. 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 
To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California: 

We have examined the books and accounts of Wm. B. Scheehl, treas- 
urer of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, and find them correct 
and in order, and the balances of one thousand three hundred forty-nine 
dollars and fifty-two cents ($1,349.52) in the general treasury and four 
thousand one hundred thirteen dollars and thirty-eight cents ($4,113.38) 
in the Sierra Madre savings account to be in agreement with the balances 
as shown by the bank statements. 

However, the committee is of the opinion that the Sierra Madre prop- 
erty is carried at an exorbitant value, the assessed value being $3,120.00. 
Also the notes receivable in the amount of $1,600.00 have been carried on 
the books for a long period of time and are now outlawed, which makes 
them of very questionable value. 


Respectfully submitted, 
—The Auditing Committee. 
laky IBY, (OMspaUHN — . 
O. W. WEIBEL. 


The report, with auditors’ endorsement, was adopted. Supplementary 
reports for the first four months of 1943 and of the payments by congre- 
gations on apportionment were received as information. 


The Rev. J. Edward Hoick, D.D., presented the Necrologist’s repori. 


NECROLOGIST’S REPORT 

Two of the clerical members of Synod entered the Church Triumphant 
during the past year: The Rev. William F. Holl and The Rev. George H. 
Hillerman, D.D. Three pastors’ wives and the widow of a missionary from 
India fell asleep in Jesus. In the order of their departure they were: Eliza- 
beth V. Artman, Martha Cate Weaver, Mary Fredrica Bell Ziegler, and 
Emma Seitsinger Leech. 

John Christian Isham, son of The Rev. and Mrs. E. A. Isham, made 
the supreme sacrifice in the service of his country, November 13, 1942, 
when the U.S.S. Atlanta went down. His chief characteristics were his 
cheerfulness, devotion to duty, Christian faith, friendliness and service to 
others. His gold star shines in the service flag of the Trinity Church of 
Riverside. 

The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D., will conduct a memorial service at 
5:00 p.m. Wednesday, assisted by Dr. D. J. Snyder, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, Dr. 
E. A. Trabert and the Necrologist. 


Respectfully submitted, 


—HERBERT J. WEAVER, Necrologist. 
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ARCHIVIST’S REPORT 

The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz presented the Archivist’s report. 

Little activity has made the office to which I have been elected rela- 
tively easy. I have gone into the files on several occasions and briefly 
noted that the materials filed were interesting and of value. 

Several copies of the minutes for the past year were filed. Some news- 
papel SEpP nes and copies of the Golden State Lutheran have been pre- 
served. 

There have been suggestions that materials of the Women’s Synodical 
also be ket with our present records. As a matter of information we might 
add that our present metal cabinet will soon be inadequate without any 
additional material from outside sources. 

Since the metal case in which our present materials are filed, and 
since the women of Synod are thinking of a place for materials, it would 
seem to me wise to go in with the women and purchase a real fire-proof 
cabinet. This, of course, to be taken up after the duration. © 


Respectfully submitted, 
—ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, Archivist. 


STATISTICIAN’S REPORT 


The Rev. Robert S. Romeis presented the Statistician’s report: 

The statistical sheets, posted at the convention of Synod, together with 
the following, constitute the report of the Statistician for 1942: 

Reports were received from all congregations. Pastors are to be com- 
mended for the care with which they compiled their reports. Fewer cor- 
rections were necessary this year than any previous year to my knowledge. 

The figures reported show definite progress in membership, finances, 
and benevolence. Especially noteworthy is the fact that the indebtedness 
of the congregations was decreased by over $26,000.00. On the other hand, | 
the Sunday School situation and reports of organizations are not too 
encouraging. 

A comparison of the more important totals follows: 


N. Conf. S. Conf. TOTAL 
Baptized members................-------------- 46 loss ' 280 gain 234 gain 
Confirmed members.............------------- 28 gain 267 gain 295 gain 
Communing membetrs..............---------- 71 gain 171 gain 242 gain 
SUSU Sio lop EW sie soar an a ae 34 loss 554 loss 588 loss 
Men’s societies members..............----. 48 loss 77 loss 125 loss 
Youth societies members.......-........... 39 loss 296 loss 335 loss 
REA CE CINUIIICTN Stare rg. oe cece Scenes 28 loss 52 loss 80 loss 
Property. Valuatione:..-....-25---t.20c+-c--=. $ 5,046 gain $ 2,404 loss $ 2,642 gain 
Congregational expense................---.. $14,902 gain $19,790 gain $34,692 gain 
Benevolence (apportioned) ............... $ 850 gain $ 2,261 gain $ 3,111 gain 
Benevolence (unapportioned)......... ¢ 1,278 gain $ 931 gain $ 2,209 gain 


Respectfully submitted, 
—ROBERT S. ROMEIS, Statistician. 


Moved to amend that an asterisk be placed in front of S.S. scholars, 
men’s society, Youth society, with a footnote giving the total number of 
young men and women in the armed forces of our country. 

Motion prevailed to receive the constitution of St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Vallejo, and refer it to committee on constitution, and 
that Pastor Walter Moeller be heard. 


Pastor H. N. Thompson (ret.) was introduced to Synod. 
Adjournment. 
THIRD SESSION 


Glendale, California, May 11, 1943—1:30 p.m. 
The chaplain of convention conducted the devotional period. 


The roll was called. ; ; 
Three students from Gettysburg Seminary, Kraemer, T. Hanson, anc 


Thompson, and two students from Western Seminary, Lorimore and Han- 
sen, were introduced by president of Synod. 
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Pastor Farstrup of the Danish: Lutheran- Church brought greetings 
from his group. 

Minutes of first and second sessions were read and adopted. 

Report of the committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 

The report for Home of Aged was adopted. : 


The Rev. S. H. Yerian presented the report of committee on Circula- 
tion of ‘The Lutheran”: 


CIRCULATION OF “THE LUTHERAN” 


Your committee wrote two letters to pastors of the respective congre- 
gations urging that “The Lutheran” be placed in every home. We asked 
that a committee be appointed or ax organization be authorized to make 
a thorough canvass of the congregation. 

The circulation department in Philadelphia informed me that 123 
subscriptions were received. At this time the California Synod has 458 
subscribers, and since the quota of the Synod is 488, we have reached 
93.8 per cent. 

Last year our campaign subscriptions reached only a total of 105. 
Last year our percentage was 77% against 93.8% this year. Mr. Arbogast, 
circulation manager, feels sure that next year we will go “over the top”. 

Your committee has appreciated the splendid cooperaticn of the 
pastors. The Holy Trinity Church in Morningside, by action of council, 
has placed the “Lutheran” in every home, and Rev. Swanson tells me 
that he has already found it a great benefit. Dr. Kohler of the Bethany 
Church writes me that each week they place ten copies of “The Lutheran” 
in a rack in the narthex of the church with fine response. 

Your committee recommends (in accordance with the circulation de- 
partment in Philadelphia) that a Synodical committee be appointed at 
this session of Synod, that next year the subscription list of “The Luth- 
eran” will “go over the top’. 


Respectfully submitted, 


S. H. YERIAN, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


COMMITTEE ON TRACTS AND PUBLICATIONS 


Plans for the year included distribution of tracts, and an exhibit of 
periodicals and publications of the United Lutheran Publication House 
at our Synodical convention, also the dissemination of infomation re- 
garding the literature issued by the Publication House. 


During the year sample copies of tracts were sent to each of the 
pastors of Synod, and a very discriminating review of one of the publica-. 
tions were prepared by Dr. Crouser. 


However, on account of the shortage of labor, and the limitations 
placed upon the use of paper, the publication of tracts and books has 
been materially decreased, and the exhibit of literature was not found 
feasible. 

Your committee recommends— 


1. An expression of appreciation to the management of Publication 
House for the increasing character and quantity of religious literature, and 
the encouragement that is also given to capable writers in our denomination. 

We recommend the more general use of the four-page bulletin 
folders. They are printed on an excelelnt quality of paper, and the con- 
tents are particularly appropriate to the activities of the U.L.C.A. Fur- 
thermore, the cost is but a fraction more than those issued by inter-denom- 
inational houses. 

3. We recommend that pastors be urged to patronize the Publication 
one ase as a special consideration is given to orders received 

rom them. 


Respectfully submitted, 


—THE COMMITTEE. 
The report was adopted. ay = 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 
The Rev. Wm. S. Dysinger presented this report: 


The committee on the State of the Church is supposed to make a 
report of the state of the spiritual life of the members of the congregations 
within the bounds of California Synod from the reports that are presented 
to committees by pastors. This is a task that neither committee nor pastor 
could perform with any degree of accuracy. The spiritual life of a people 
is something else than the indication of their activity and prosperity and 
enthusiasm. 

The Master says that “Not every one sayeth unto me Lord, shall I 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of my father 
which is in Heaven... . Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Thy Name and in Thy Name cast out devils? and in 
Thy Name have done wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you, depart from me ye that work iniquity.” 

So that to determine the spiritual life of a congregation there must be 
something much more than a large increase of membership—a large con- 
gregation—finances in good shape. These may be good indications of the 
spirit life, but they may be the result of enthusiasm and interest through 
means that are purely selfish and mechanical. Which it is, the committee 
that considers the reports cannot possibly determine. Nor can the pastor 
who writes the report be sure of any marked degree of accuracy. 

From our understanding of the Word the spiritual life of the congre- 
gation and of the individual is determined by their will to do His will, 
and by. making the lfe conform in all its relations to the will of the 
Father who claims us as His children. 

From the reports of a little over half of the pastors, there is an indi- 
cation of growth in membership, in faithful attendance, in improved finan- 
cial conditions, and in meeting responsibility in spreading the gospel to all 
nations by meeting the apportionment, and in some congregations that 
which is a better indication, giving in excess of apportionment. Many 
pastors have reported increase in salary and others report the congregation 
assuming to bear expenses that have heretofore been born by the pastor, 
These are favorable indications of increased spiritual life. 

But the difference between the confirmed membership and the com- 
municant membership certainly indicates a spiritual dearth. Then the 
column of “other losses’? in the parochial report, which equals nearly half 
of the accessions in some congregations, and sometimes more in others, 
indicates either an extreme dearth in spiritual life or a woeful inability 
to assimilate these new members into the activities of the church. We are 
sometimes so busy in our effort to get new members that we fail to care 
for those that have already been received that they pass in one door and 
out the other. 

The roll of the church may have a long list of names. The church con- 
sists of the body of believers who are faithful in the use of the means of 
grace, faithful in their personal devotions, their family devotions, their 
worship in God’s house, their gifts as the Lord has prospered them, their 
efforts to win others into the kingdom. These are they who are growing 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. May 
such as these increase in our congregations, and may the under-shepherd 
increase in his efforts in “teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” 

Respectfully submitted, 


WM. S. DYSINGER, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., presented the report of the Trans- 
portation Commissioner: 


REPORT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 
Notwithstanding the restriction placed upon the use of passes. due to 
the pressure of government business, your Transportation Commissioner 
reports that he was able to secure passes for members of the Executive 
Committee and Home Mission Committee for every meeting which was 
called, with the exception of one. ee ; 
i What the future holds in store is problematic, for restrictions are in- 
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creasing daily. It is well for the Synod to bear this in mind and to act 

rdingly. ae 
were 4 Syned, we should express our thanks to the Southern Pacific 
Company, also to the Santa Fe Railroad, for providing the President of 
Synod with an annual pass; also the Southern Pacific Company for granting 
passes for meetings of the Executive and Home Mission Committees. 

I recommend the Secretary of Synod be instructed to make this ac- 
knowledgement. : 

Respectfully submitted, 
—EARNEST A. TRABERT, 
Transportation Commissioner. 


The report was adopted. 
A twenty-minute recess was declared. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, representative of U.L.C.A., gave a presenta- 
tion on the causes of the U.L.C.A. 

Before adjournment a period of silent prayer was observed in behalf 
of the sick and bereaved, and in sacred memory of the sainted Home 
Mission Secretary, Dr. F. F. Fry. This period was concluded with the Lord’s 
Prayer and benediction by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry. 


EVENING SERVICE 


Tuesday, May 11, 1943, 7:45 p.m. 

Vesper services were conducted under the auspices of the Women’s 
Missionary Society. Members of the choir of First Church, Los Angeles, 
sang appropriate numbers. 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, representing the United Lutheran Church in 
America, gave an inspiring address on the subject, “Multiples of One.” 

Following the evening service, a reception was given by the women 
of First Lutheran Church, Glendale. 

Adjournment. 


FOURTH SESSION 
Glendale, California, May 12, 1943—9:00 a.m. 

Devotions were conducted by Chaplain Clifford Holland, his subject, 
“Counting the Cost”, being based on Luke 14:25. 

President Beasom offered a prayer for the sick child of Pastor Claus. 

Howard Logan, representing the Luther League work, was introduced 
to Synod. He brought greetings and spoke briefly concerning youth work 
in the Church. 

Motion prevailed that the Committee on Resolutions be instructed to 
bring in a resolution covering the Church’s care of its young people. 

Dr. E. C. Farnham, executive secretary of the Church Federation of 
Los Angeles, was introduced. He addressed the convention briefly on 
problems and possibilities in the church. 

The report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 


The Secretary presented the report of the Executive Committee. A 
motion prevailed that the supplementary report be read first. 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California in convention as- 
sembled; Reverend Sirs and Brothers: 

Your Executive Committee for the year 1942-43 herewith presents a 
renort of its activities since the last meeting of Synod. Five regular and 
two special meetings were held at the following places: St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Sacramento, following the close of Synod; King George Hotel, San 
Francisco, August 18, 1942; special meeting in the study of First Lutheran 
Lutheren Church, Glendale, October 2, 1942; regular meeting in the King 
George oe aon ae eae 26, 1943; special meeting of Hotel 
Seeramento, February 18, ; and a regular meeting i j 
Church, Glendale, May 10, 1943. ; EO 
° Items of expense and bills allowed from time to time will be found 
in the Treasurer’s report and will not be given here. 

Secretary was instructed to secure the printing and distribution of the 
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usual number of copies of Synodical Minutes of the Fifty-First Convention. 
He was also authorized to secure the necessary stationery. 


Your committee recommends that the names of L. Harshman, A. C. 
Knudten, Robert Kerstetter, H. C. Lindsay, Arthur W. Alm, Arthur Kas- 
pereit, and Charles P. Smith be added to the roll of Synod. 


The committee approved the following: First, the work of S. O. Thor- 
laksson under the direction of the Board of American Missions; Second, 
the negotiation and sale of the Stumpf property by F. C: Noel and The Rev. 
E. N. Spirer; Third, The sale of 234 shares of Los Angeles Investment Com- 
pany stock for not less than $6.00 per share by F. C. Noel; Fourth, Solicita- 
tion of funds upon territory of Synod by Midland College, provided approval 
be first obtained from the Executive Board of U.L.C.A.; Fifth, Allocation 
of $50.00 from Mission Survey Fund for Vallejo work, and likewise $175.00 
from the same fund for Santa Barbara work; Sixth, Payment of $124.00 
bill from Lutheran Hospital Society for Lutheran Camp; Seventh, Purchase 
of $3,000.00 worth of Victory Bonds with money in Sierra’ Madre fund; 
Eighth, Increasing the per diem allowance of Louisville delegates $1.00 a 
day to counteract rising costs. 


Officers of Synod were authorized to make application to, and borrow 
from the Board of American Missions, in accordance with rules governing 
the Church Extension Fund, the sum of $7,500.00 at four per cent per annum 
interest, said interest to be waived in lieu of classification of loan and pay- 
ment under special plan. Said loan to be used for Vallejo mission. This 
loan was executed by officers of Synod, the first mortgage papers properly 
recorded. 

The following were appointed to the committee on Social Missions: 
The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, chairman; and Rev. M. O. Lee. The Rev. Erwin 
A. Vosseler wes appointed interim secretary by the Executive Committee,’ 
and the Rev. Robert S. Romeis was made a member of the executive 
committee. 

Special action with regard to Western Seminary matter was left to 
our representative, instructing him to use his best judgment. 

F. C. Noel and the Secretary were charged with the duty of securing 
an amendment to our Articles of Incorporation to provide for perpetual 
existence of Synod. The following resolution was passed: “Resolved that 
Article 4 of the Articles of Incorporation of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of California be, and the same is hereby amended to read in full as fol- 
lows: ‘THAT SAID INCORPORATION SHALL EXIST PERPETUALLY’.” 


The following distribution of apportionment funds is proposed: 


HOM CT reel wet So yon ae ie AE Sad ah aa mel $2.35 
(AVTOLMI As IS VINO ree ees eee eee -70 
ETOMERIVITSSIONS ae eerc ek tees tes epee lot conten 25, 
Wirdlande Colles eye oiccec tees. ctecssect ee ; 

UD WG) ial | Seats aoe es nents get pr eee $4.00 


Proposed Budget for 1943-1944 
Salaries and expense allowances— 


IP HESICOIN ete ee ates. cee ee es toe tes $600.00 
SLA REL ESN Gif ae ee ee Re Ee eer 100.00 
PGC SYEVSA WH Gly RIG, ae le a arth ee 100.00 
STaui Sule leue tee nee ces see een ceaesteeaccae 25.00 
dion (Gold-.St, Wuth:)\e--22----.-2. 25.00 
$ 850.00 $ 850.00 
Executive and Home Mission Committee expenses .........- 400.00 375.00 
Other Committees’ EXPeNSeS ....-....-----.---ecceceeeeeeeeeeenneee nce eeecnees 50.00 50.00 
Stationery, postage and printing ........-.-----------------e eee 90.00 75.00 
Synodical traveling expense, clerical ..........-.---.-------------------- 400.00 250.00 
Synodical traveling expense, lay ...........---------------------eet 600.00 
Other convention EXPENSE .2...-252.22..-2--0-----n2n-ceneee-eeeeeeneeesneeneeees 50.00 50.00 
Publishing Golden State Lutheran ............-...-----------------------+ 250.00 225.00 
Printing Minutes of Synod (less W.MLS. share) ............--.-- 325.00 275.00 
Sosemites National Park Church 222.2222 -ccc--cccce---censecnnneeepee---e 75.00 75.09 
Sequoia National Park Church ..........--2-.2-----2-:-------eseeseneneee 50.00 50.00 


Wiinistertal MaUcatiors esccs eee 1000.00 850.00 


California’ uthe rare © air) erete: cere ee eee ee eee eee 125.00 125.00 
Per diem allowance U.L.C.A. Delegates (reserve) -....----- eee 512.00 
R 1 THB ha Vo Manet op anes UES Oe eR ree arte RA Sa : 
em ESTA ee SaaS a a iss eae ae ee ane a 5 se Se a ee $5085.00 $3762.00 

Eor, California: Home WESSIONS wesc ree eee eee $ 1000.00 

For Midland College (70c per capita on 5857) -...-.......--..-- 4100.00 $ 2214.00 
United Lutheran Church apportionment -.....--.----...--:-----2--- 13362.00 12969.00 
Total Proposed "Budget ec eee ae eee oe eae a eee 23347.00 18895.00 


At $4.00 per communicant member on 5857 mem, -...- "=. $$23428.00 


Readjusted budget adopted with percentages allocated. (See recom- 
mendation 5 of Executive Report below). 


Synodicalllreasuicey. css eee 21%% $ 5,036.00 
Catit Homer Wiissions esse eee 4% % 1,054.00 
Midland College ist ees eee eee 17% % 4,100.00 
United Lutheran. Church. 2-2-2 ees 564% % 13,238.00 

$23,428.00 


Recommendations 


1. That By-Law 11, Item 7 (page 21) be amended by inserting the 
words “and Lay Delegates” so as to read ‘Pastors and Lay Delegates”. 

2. That the proposed budget be adopted. 

3. That the apportionment be set at $4.00 per communicant member. 

4. That the Committee on Constitution be instructed to prepare an 
amendment to the By-Laws, providing the holding of Synod on the fourth 
Tuesday in January. 


5. That Synod request all ministers accepting chaplaincies to tender 
their resignations to the congregations they have been serving and that 
these congregations accept these tendered resignations in the interest of 
the well-being and progress of the whole church. 


Respectfully submitted, 
—THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


The report was received and recommendations considered seriatim: 

Recommendation 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation 2 was adopted as per supplementary readjusted 
budget with percentages allocated. 

Recommendation 3 was adopted. 

Recommendation 4 was lost. 

Recommendation 5. Motion prevailed to amend this recommendation 
by the preface of this statement: “In harmony with the pronouncement of 
the cee Board of the U.L.C.A.” the Synod requests, etc. Adopted as 
amended. 


Moved to adjourn as Synod and take up supplemental report later. 
Carried. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


_. The Rev. John Edward Hoick presided at the memorial service, as- 
sisted by the Rev. D. J. Snyder, the Rev. H. J, Weaver, and Mrs. John 
Edward Hoick. 


The following were memorialized: The Rev. Wm. F. Holl: T 
George H. Hillerman, D.D.; Mrs. Elizabeth V. Artman; Mrs. Nahe Ge 
Weaver; Mrs. Mary Frederica Bell Ziegler; Mrs. Emma Seitsinger Leech, 
and Lt. John Christian Isham, who died in active duty in his country’s 
service. The Rev. H. I. Kohler, D.D., offered the memorial prayer. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


THE REV. WILLIAM FREDERICK HOLL died in a Los Angeles 
hospital, after a brief illnes, on November 2, 1942. Funeral services 
were conducted by his pastor, Dr. Daniel J. Snyder, November 5, and 
he was laid to rest in Sunnyside Memorial Park, Long Beach. 

William Frederick Holl was born near Berlin, Germany, March 
7, 1861. With his parents, at the age of four, he came from his native 
land to Mexico. Some years later the family located in Boston, Mass., 
and in that city the son obtained his early education. His college 
training was received in a Missouri Synod institution, and in 1888 
he was graduated from the Chicago Seminary at Maywood, Illinois. 

In 1889 he was united in marriage to Freda Rundgren, who, with 
three children, survives: Alma Linton, Seattle, Wash; James Holl, 
Long Beach, Calif., and Theodore Holl of Sitka, Alaska. 

Pastor Holl specialized in organization and home mission work, 
and all of his ministry, with the exception of three years in Nova 
Scotia, was spent in the Pacific Synod, where several congregations 
stand as a memorial to his labors. 

After retiring from the active ministry in 1935, he and his wife 
moved to Long Beach. They united with Trinity Church, and through 
the years Pastor Holl was a faithful member, assisting wherever and 
however he could in the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom. “For he 
was a good man and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.”—Acts 11:24. 


THE REV. GEORGE HINES HILLERMAN, D.D. 
“T will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”—Ps. 23:6. 

The Rev. George Hines Hillerman, D.D., was born at Malvern, 
Ohio, November 25, 1868. He graduated from Wittenberg College in 
1892, and from Hamma Divinity School in 1896, having spent a year 
at his trade as a sheet metal worker. The romance of his college and 
seminary days was consummated in his being married to Miss Lola 
Frye on August 20, 1896. The next day the bridal couple left for their 
first field of service in Riverside, California. Here he revived a 
struggling mission and erected the present church edifice. Later he 
served as pastor in Redlands, San Diego, Oakland, and Pasadena. 

In each of these churches he built up the spiritual life of his 
people, decreased debts, and increased the grace of giving to the 
world-wide work of the church. 

For nineteen years Dr. Hillerman served Synod as its efficient | 
secretary, and for more than two score years he has been one of the 
leaders in the advancement of the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in California. 

The Board of American Missions, recognizing his abilities, called 
him from his pastorate in Oakland to be a general superintendent of 
missions. especially in the Western district. In this office he labored 
diligently and effectively for ten years. Then he devoted several 
years to Bible lectures in our churches up and down the coast. For 
this he was eminently fitted by his life-long studies of the Greek 
Testament and his rich experiences as a winner of souls. 

Receiving a call to become pastor of Trinity Church in Pasadend, 
he accepted and spent four years in active, strenuous service, and 
then several more years as pastor emeritas, until God called him on 
April 13, 1943, to His heavenly home. 

Besides his devoted wife, three daughters and two sons survive, 
one of whom is the Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman, now serving as mis- 
sionary pastor in Juneau, Alaska. 


REPORT OF THE MINISTERIUM 
The annual meeting of the ministerium was held on May 12, 1943, at 


11:15 a.m. 

Meeting opened with prayer by Albert B. Schwertz. 

Examining Committee reported as follows: 

1. That Candidate John B. Nield be recommended for 
ordination. 

2. That Candidate August S. Claus be recommended 
for ordination. 

3. That Candidate Paul A. Wolpert be allowed to ap- 
pear before the examining committee of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania, and, upon their favorable report to the 
examining committee, recommend him to the Executive 
Committee of Synod for ordination. 

Moved that, in view of the emergency which has arisen due to a lack 
of pastors, we recommend that the Executive Committee, after an adequate 
colloquium with the candidate and recommendation from the Examining 
Committee, be authorized to license men found to be qualified. 


Adjournment with prayer by William H. Derr. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Glendale, California, May 12, 1943—2:00 p.m. 
Devotions were conducted by Orval Awerkamp, his subject being 
“The Two Sides of God.” 


The roll was called. 
Minutes of the third and fourth sessions were read and approved. 
Report of committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 


Tellers reported the re-election of James P. Beasom, Jr., as president 
of Synod. 


Howard A. Anspach presented the report of the Home Mission com- 
mittee: 


REPORT OF THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 


Meetings of the committee were held during the year as follows: May 
19, Los Angeles; August 18, San Francisco; November 3, Los Angeles; Janu- 
ary 26, San Francisco. 

Advances have been most gratifying. One new field has been entered, 
where property has been purchased, and where the organization of a con- 
gregation will have been effected prior to the convention of Synod. As the 
result of a visit to the east by the synodical president, and consequent 
direct contact between our Board of American Missions office and Wash-~ 
ington authorities, priorities for two new church buildings have been as- 
sured, and work on both is expected to be started soon. One congregation 
has become self-supporting. Progress in nearly all missions has been 
quite marked. 

Vallejo—Following some preliminary work by Missionary Smith, be- 
lieving that priorities would be forthcoming through cooperation of the 
local board, a $3,500 church site was selected, and at the insistence of the 
president of Synod, the Board of American Missions agreed to advance a 
loan for its purchase, the synodical Women’s Missionary Society having 
made a gift of $500 as first payment upon the solicitation of the president: 
Board Missionary Moeller arrived upon the field in September. Since 
neither a suitable temporary meeting place, nor living quarters could be’ 
found, and since it developed that priority could not immediately be se- 
cured through the local board for erection of a chapel, a residence was pur- 
chased and furnished, the Board of American Missions again advancing a 
loan to make this possible. One large room was converted into a chapel 
with a seating capacity of seventy-five; other rooms were equipped for, 
Sunday School purposes, and the pastor’s family occupies the remainder of 
the house. A statement of the financial transaction is given herewith: 
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Receipts— 


From the synodical treasurer, Board loan ................ $7,249.82 
From the synodical Women’s Missionary Society .. 500.00 
From the synodical Women’s Missionary Society to 
SOMO MAL ACOStROL Chairs i tat teen oe. 20.00 
From W. B. Scheehl for Parish Register 15.00 
Hunds sraisedtlocally=—to balancer, sh : 441.11 
Disbursements— 


To Russell O’Hara for Lot 80, Emerald Terrace ...... $3,500.00 
Transaction CORIO OTIS OS er terrae ny Eee Calor, 42.16 
To Rees Skinner, down payment on house (balance 


EMIS BN Ua Kayetre ys estes a Sco or Oe ek tO OA 3,000.00 
PREANSACTIONMER Pe Ses wees Wels, fla es awe Wl MUSE Ly 287.12 
Furniture and fixtures for chapel and Sunday 

SCHOOMTOOIS aa tcen Pe ae eee oe rece are LMC a by 635.25 
Furniture and fixtures for living quarters ................ 761.40 

STIS pe te A INT oS TAS a a I eo $8,225.93 $8,225.93 


With priorities now assured the building of a $5,000 chapel is expected 
to be started soon. 

Ing!ewood—Priorities are now assured for materials to the erection of 

a church building, and building is expected to begin as soon as necessary 
modifications in the plans are made. This will give the needed sense of 
_ permanency to the congregation, and an added impetus to the work. The 
Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, who organized Holy Trinity and served in this 
field as a Board missionary until September, was then regularly called as 
._ pastor of the congregation. The congregation has repaid the Board of — 
American Missions $3,500 advanced for the lot, and now has in the bank 
$5,000 as a building loan from the Board. Appropriation on salary, $1,800. 

Richmond—Grace Church, which received $450 on the pastor’s salary 
last year, has become self-supporting, and we hereby offer our heartiest 
congratulations to Pastor Awerkamp and his people. A large influx of war 
workers has added to the ministry of the congregation, and help has been 
given in the person of a lay worker through the officers of the National 
Lutheran Council. 

San Diego—While this congregation has not been of mission status due 
to conditions in the congregation and the large increase of population in 
the city, greatly increasing the work and expenses of the pastor, applica- 
tions for aid on salary were approved for $500 for 1942 and $300 for 1943. 
The congregation has taken a new lease on life, and is developing great 
vigor and manitesting a new spirit under the leadership of Pastor Vosseler. 
Its benevolence record is most laudible. 

Santa Monica—Following lengthy negotiations through several years, 
a satisfactory arrangement for handling the indebtedness of the congrega- 
tion to the Board of American Missions has been reached. Pastor Holand, 
whose status has been that of Board Missionary, is now the regular pastor 
of St. Paul’s by call of the congregation. 

Santa Barbara—The Rev. Francis C. Pryor became pastor here after 
a long vacancy in the pastorate, and though Santa Barbara definitely is not 
on the list of boom cities, attendance is definitely on the increase, and there 
are other indications that the new leadership is sowing for a good harvest. 
An emergency appropriation of $175 was granted the congregation out of 

-synodical funds, and the salary appropriation for the calendar year is $700. 

St. John’s, Oakland—A reduction of $125 in support of the Board for 
this year, which is typical of annual reductions since the pastorate of Dr, 
Herold began, witnesses to the steadily increasing development of this 
congregation toward the day of complete self-support. Dr. Herold retires 
from the active pastorate May 1, and a graduating student from Gettysburg 
will likely have been called by Synod time. 

Beverly Hills—An appropriation of $250 for Community, which is ex- 
pected to be the last for this congregation, places this mission upon the list 
of those marked “very satisfactory”, for it will have achieved self-support 
in ten years as to pastor’s salary, and its building was dedicated free of debt. 


Temple, San Francisco—A reduction of $60.00 in the appropriation. The 
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congregation, while not showing much growth, is taking its place regularly 
with other congregations of the area, in ministering to the service men, and 
for its numbers, is productive of many good works. The Board suggests as 
a mission project of Synod, the painting of the building from offerings of 
the congregations of Synod. Anropriation, $300.00. : 

St. Paul’s, Los Angeles—The Rev. A. L. Gloseclose has served as in- 
terim pastor since August. Plans are under way to re-establish this con- 
gregation upon a firm foundation. , J 

Bethel, San Jose—The Rev. Arthur E. Kaspereit became pastor of this 
congregation about February 1. The Home Mission Committee has been 
given a grant of $65.00 per month for the year by the Board of American 
Missions for advancing mission work in San Jose, and these funds are being 
disbursed by the committee through Bethel congregation. Provision has 
been made for the immediate return to the congregation of the parsonage 
which had been deeded to a former pastor. Student Harold Lorimer served 
the congregation during the past summer. 

St. Francis Woods, San Frencisco, has been visited by members of the 
committee, and arrangements have been made for its immediate occupancy 
and the Rev. Henry Scherer has been called by the Board, and will be on 
the field to begin work by June 1. 

Loans—The entire morgaged indebtedness of Bethany, Los Angeles, 
has been reorganized and accepted by the Board and approved by your 
synodical committee. A renewal of a $500 loan to the Sanger congregation 
was approved. Hollywood and Glendale congregations are to be congratu- 
lated on having repaid their mortgages to the Board in full. 

The Regional Home Mission Councils in our territory have provided, 
under the direction of Pastor Hoyer of the National Lutheran Council, lay 
missionaries for the following fields: San Diego, San Pedro, Richmond, 
Vallejo, and Fontana. In this latter field the council has been authorized to - 
urge its occupancy as of May 1, by the Augustana Synod. Augustana failing 
to act by this date, the field becomes open to our Synod for immediate 
inauguration of work. 


The report was adopted. 
Howard A. Anspach presented the supplementary report of the Home 
Mission Committee: 


Supplementary Report of Home Missions Committee 


It was agreed that a survey be made in Southwest San Jose for the 
purpose of establishing a new mission, and that a survey also be made in 
Northeast Long Beach. . 


The report was adopted. 
The tellers reported the election of E. A. Vosseler as secretary of Synod. 
The secretary was instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of the con- 
vention for William B. Scheehl for treasurer of Synod, 
Recess 


Tellers reported the election of Robert S. Romeis as statistician. 


Pastor Qualen of United Norwegian Lutheran Church was introduced 
to the convention. 


Albert B. Schwertz was elected archivist of Synod. 
Robert E. Paden was elected lay member on the Executive Committee. 


The secretary was instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of Synod 
for W. E. Lebold on the Home Mission Committee. se 


Earnest A. Trabert was elected clerical member of the Home Mission 
Committee. 


The secretary was instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of S 
for F. C. Noel on the Executive Committee. ae es 


; A motion prevailed that two trustees be elected to Midland College 
instead of one, in accordance with the wishes of the college, 


Moved that the preceding motion be tabled, including the election of 
the regular trustee. 


E. A. Vosseler presented the report of the Committee on Social Missions. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


The present day world condition has a vital bearing on conditions that 
are existant in all our congregations and the areas in which they aze 
located. As a church, we cannot, and we dare not, close our eyes to these 
conditions that are becoming more increasingly serious and tragic in all 
their aspects. 


There are some problems and opportunities for the church always. 
Foremost among them is evangelism. Increasing emphasis, especially in 
our California Synod, should be laid on this work. Delinquency and ju- 
venile delinquency has reached alarming proportions in some areas, while 
at the same time, attendance at Sunday School and at church services re- 
mains static, and, in some instances is decreasing. Certainly these two must 
be related. Unless the church does something in the field of evangelism 
and does it without hesitation, we shall witness a wave of crime and 
lawlessness following this war that has never been paralleled. 


The concentration of many people in new areas and centers, such as 
soldiers in camps and workers in industrial centers, presents serious 
problems. Drunkeness and immorality are increasing unchecked and un- 
impeded; family life is seriously disrupted; evils find ready entrance into 
the home which is the first unit in God’s government; war marriages are 
numerous and often hastily entered into; mothers take up lucrative posi- 
tions often leaving the care ond oversight of their children in careless 
and indifferent hands. 

The church desires peace. However, it must be said that she has 
failed to make the necessary spiritual impact upon society in the past. 
This lamentable failure has produced many woes that we find in the 
world today. If she is to be a spiritual power and leavening force in the: 
future, she must repent of her sins and lamentable shortcomings and seek 
her first love. The message of John to the seven churches is especially 
timely: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches!” 

The church sould make every effort to have the settlement after this 
war rest on Christian foundations, so as to give to the world an enduring 
peace. To this end, all Christians must repent, pray, study, and work. 

Fortunate indeed is our lot since we have in our United Lutheran 
Church an able Board of Social Missions which offers us much valuable 
information, counsel and services, of which we should make good use. 


Recommendations 


1. That the matter of allocating special seminary students to be sent 
to our Synod by the Board of American Missions be left to the Committee 
on Social Missions. 

2. That Missions on Evangelism be conducted by Director Oscar W. 
Carlson in strategic centers of Synod. 

3. That in view of the great influx of people to California we utilize 
this new opportunity of gathering in new souls into our churches and 
thus keep their membership alive. 

4. That we cooperate with all community agencies which seek to re- 
lieve human distress and prevent immorality, drunkeness and other evils. 

5. That pastors, and others qualified, offer their assistance to local 
judges and other officials in cases of paroling and probation of youth 


~ and adults. 


6. That the conducting of Institutes on Social Problems, in several 
Synodical centers, be given earnest consideration. 

7. That classes for the study of peace and post-war problems be or- 
ganized in our congregations. (Nolde’s “Christian World Action” is good). 

8. That the National Lutheran Council be given hearty support for 
distressed and orphaned missions and in the rehabilitation of Lutheran 
Church Work in countries ravished by war. : yy 

9. That, as recommended by the U.C.L.A. Board of Social Missions, this 
Synod give serious consideration to the creation of a Synodical Board of 
Social Missions “which would have as its objectives, surveying the Social 
Mission needs on the territory, and assisting in the organization of Social 


25 


Mission societies, agencies or institutions as the need would be revealed.” 
Respectfully submitted, 
—THE COMMITTEE, 
ERWIN A. VOSSELER, Chairman. 


Motion prevailed to consider recommendations of Social Missions re- 
port seriatim. 

1. Moved that the word “Home” Missions be substituted for “Social” 
Missions. Adopted. 

Recommendation 1 as amended. 

Recommendation 2 and 3 adopted. ™ 

Recommendation 4. Word “all” be stricken out. Adopted as amended. 

Recommendations 5, 6, 7, 8 adopted. 

Recommendation 9. Moved to refer to Committee on Constitution. 

Report was adopted as a whole. 

The trustee to Midland College gave his report. It was moved that in 
the first item the words “guaranteeing its appropriation” be substituted to 
read “as supporting the college and seminary with ever-increasing gifts.” 

The report was adopted as amended. 


Dr. George J. Dorn presented the report of the Committee on Con- 
stitution. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 


Your committee submits the following report: 

The constitution of the newly organized St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Congregation at Vallejo, referred to this committee for examination and 
approval. The committee finds the constitution in harmony with the consti- 
tution of the Synod and of the United Luher=n Church in America and only 
suggests that the word “ceremony” on page 5, line 4, be changed to 

The committee submits to the Convention for action the following 
amendments on page 30 and 31 of the printed minutes, notice for which 
was submitteed last year. 


III ARTICLE ONE—“The Synod”’. 
Section III The Membership. 
A.—Congregations, page 3, add paragraph 4 to read: 

“Each congregation shall file a copy of its Constitution with the. 
Archivist of the Synod.” 


IV. ARTICLE SIX—Standing Committees’’. 
Section VI—The Examining Committee, paragraph 2. Strike out 
entire paragraph and submit the following: 
2. It shall be the duty of this Committee to examine all candidates 
for ordination or otherwise in the following subjects: Personal 
Piety and Motives for Entering the Ministry, Apologetics, System- 
atic Theology. Hebrew and Greek Exegesis, Church History, 
Biblical Introduction, Biblical Criticism, Symbolics, Catechetics, 
Liturgics, Pastoral Theology, Homeletics. Church Government and 
Missions, subject to the provisions of Article VII, Sections 1 and 2. 
and “to which”, so as to read, “and the President of the Conference 


V. ARTICLE THREE, Section V, 1. 
To insert the words “other than that” between the words “Conference” 
other than that to which the President of the Synod belongs.” 
Respectfully submitted. 
—THE COMMITTEE. 
The report was adopted. 
The motion prevailed that the notice to amend, per minutes of 1942, 
pages 30-31, now be the action of the convention. 
Respectfully submitted. 
—J. GEORGE DORN. 


_ Henry Irving Kohler presented the Report of Social Missions Com- 
mittee of Southern California. 
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REPORT OF SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE OF SOUTHERN CALIF. 


The Social Mission Society was organized as Inner Mission Society of 
Los Angeles, October 13, 1931, And in keeping with the action and progress 
of the United Lutheran Church in America, has become the Social Mission 
Society of Southern California, and by action of the Synod is now a rec- 
ognized auxiliary. Also, by action of the Board of Managers, is a member 
of the Lutheran Welfare Conference in America, an affiliate of the Nationai 
Lutheran Council Welfare Department. ; 


Dr. Kohler, president, will represent the society at the biennial welfare 
conference and national conference of social work, in Detroit, Michigan, 
and Cleveland, Ohio, May 22-28, 1943. 


The report for the year, financially is the best in the history, with a 
balance in the treasury April 1, 1943, of $2,020.80. Paid memberships total 
nearly two hundred at $1.00 annually. These funds are sacredly coveted 
for post-war objectives. As one of three beneficiaries of the Samaritan 

_ Society, Inc., we have received in round numbers $2,000.00 during the 
_ year, which we gratefully acknowledge. 


This society also is a member of the Lutheran Welfare Conference in 
America, is sending our president, who is also their president, to the 
_ biennial welfare conference. 


The Reformation Sunday annual vesper meeting at First English 
_ Lutheran Church, with Dr. John B. Nield as speaker, was inspiring and 
' successful. The women who are members of the board of managers served 
| delicious refreshments. 


| The case work for the year has been less due to increased prosperity, 
_ but where aid was given the need was most worthy and gratefully ac- 
_ knowledged. In the words of one recipient, “Your society should be 
| christened ‘The In-as-Much’.” 

| The officers of the past year were all re-elected, Henry Irving Kohler, 
| D.D., president; Caroline Enders Young, vice-president; Mrs. J. M. Troller, 
- secretary; S. H. Yerian, D.D., treasurer. 

The report was adopted. 


Earnest A. Trabert presented the report of the Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee. 


REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSSION COMMITTEE 


Notwithstanding the world upheaval the work of making the Gospel 
known throughout the world goes forward. All of the mission fields of the 
United Lutheran Church are continuing their activities, with the exception 
of that in Japan, which is now completely closed, and all missionaries safely 
evacuated. Due to the transportation problem practically no missionaries 
are being sent out, and few are able to return. There are a number awaiting 


transportation, and our South American field has been able to receive a 
limited number. Our missionaries now interned in the Santung Province, 
China, which is under Japanese control, have been announced to be safe 
at the present time, but are unable to carry on their work except through 
native workers. The effort is still being made to repatriate them. 


| During the year the chairman of the committee has from time to time 
-communicated with all of the pastors and congregations of the Synod in 
regard to our foreign mission work. Literature has been mailed to them, 
and an appeal was made to all to secure the literature provided by the 
Board of Foreign Missions. It is to be regretted that of the thirty-seven 
-congregations in the Synod only fourteen applied for and secured this 
Micrature, and the result is that the special appeal for our South American 
'work was neglected. 


The Board of Foreign Missions communicated with the chairman of 
the committee suggesting that one of our retired missionaries be placed in 
California as a resident to visit and canvass each congregation. After con- 
‘sulting with others, also the officers of the Women’s Missionary Society, it 
vas deemed unwise at this present time, and the board was so informed. 
“The fact that we now have two such returned missionaries within the state, 
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the one in the north and the other in the south, seemed to preclude the 
coming of another. 

The request is made that the chairman of the committee be granted 
fifteen minutes to present the very latest developments in our foreign 
work. It must not be forgotten, even in these days of stress, that the work 
of foreign missions is the basic work of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The results of adhering to our task and maintaining the Gospel in distant 
lands is now producing its blessed results not only in the lands into which 
we have entered, but also in the lives of our forces which are located in 
many of these lands. Rich testimony has come fron? the officers and men 
of the United States Army concerning the benefits which Christian mis- 
sionary work has effected all over the world. 

In connection with my work, I have had no expense but postage, 
which amounted to $2.89. 

Respectfully submitted. 
—THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, Chairman. 


The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The four young men that were voted aid at the last convention have 
been given the respective amounts during the last school year. 

One of them, Paul Henry Wolpert, of the First Church in Oakland, 
has finished the complete course at Mt. Airy Seminary and will return to 
California to assume charge of one of our churches. 


Another, Harold J. Lorimer, of the Grace Church in San Jose, has 
completed the second year at Western Seminary. 

Elvin Hansen of the First Church of Fresno, has finished the first 
year in Western Seminary. He will return to California for the summer 
and will be available for supply work. 

George A. Spindt of Trinity Church of Pasadena, has finished the first 
year in Northwestern Seminary. He will also return to California for the 
summer and will be available for supply work. 


Albert Alsop of the Hollywood Church returned to Fremont last year, 
and has finished the first year in Western Seminary. He will spend the 
summer in Alaska under commission of the Board of American Missions. 
He made no application for aid last year and is making none this year. 

R. H. Drummond, a member of First Church of Los Angeles, has com- 
pleted the first and second years in Gettysburg Seminary without aid 
from our Synod. He is, however, making application for aid in his senior 
year to the amount of $250.00. 

We recommend that Harold J. Lorimer be granted $250.00 for the 
school year of 1943-44; that Elvin Hansen be granted $250.00 for the 
school year 1943-44; that George A. Spindt be granted $250.00 for the 
school year 1943-44; that Richard Henry Drummond be granted $250.00 
to finish his seminary course at Gettysburg. 

Respectfully submitted, 
—THE COMMITTEE. 


The report of the Ministerial Education Committee was considered. It 
was moved to amend the report “that in the face of rising costs, all students 
be granted $250.00 each.” Motion to amend was lost. 


Motion prevailed to adopt the report as a whole. 


_ The report of the Committee on Minutes of Synod reported. The mo- 
tion prevailed that the “Church Extension Society of Southern California 
be recognized as an auxiliary of Synod.” Report was adopted. 


Pastor F. C. Pryor offered the prayer before adjournment. 
Recess was declared. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry addressed th i = ae 
“The U.L.C.A.” Vi e e convention on the subject: 
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EVENING SERVICE, MAY 12, 1943—7:45 p.m. 

Vespers were conducted under auspices of the Lutheran Brotherhood, 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., presiding. A male quartette selection 
and an anthem by the choir of Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena, were 
presented. In the absence of Dr. Fred C. Weigman, whose arrival was de- 
layed, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, representative of U.L.C.A., was introduced 
by Synod Brotherhood President Mr. George Weisman. -Dr. Fry gave an 
inspiring address on the subject, “The Pillar and Ground of the Truth.” 

Reception and business meeting for men, and a reception for women 
were held, separately, following the service. 


SIXTH SESSION 


Glendale, California, May 13, 1943—9:00 a.m. 

Chaplein Clifford Holand conducted the devotional period, using as his 

subject, “The Last Judgment”, based on Matthew 24:31-46. Dr. Fred C. 
_Weigman, president of Midland College, was introduced. 


Pastor George J. Busdiecker, representing the American Lutheran 
Church, brought greetings from his group. 


Greetings from Iowa Synod were read, 


Minutes of the fifth session, the memorial service, and the evening 
/ service were read and approved. 

Moved that committee on Reference and Counsel be given right of 
‘way in program. 
| William B. Scheehl presented the report on Claims Committee. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS 


; Your committee approves the following claims for transportation, 
‘totaling $144.97, and further items of expense of the officers and com- 


“mittees, total amount approved $199.15. 

SiaCCLOV a Sts VCH aC lis ete Ih eal oP ae at ee a eles $ 13.09 
PSTD, ASU LRA OUIASD saa Re Ee ee ne OS See OE Oe eee 4.79 
Bree STACMA (CUTS ULIG Spe eee Ronee Deel nso Mes Le ee saad 11.40 
Bie ca cA Gl amg TSS Gare ree eee a, ee a SR) rd ee DS ee et wh 11.65 
cone CCT Cl oak Crt°cA CCM aes ere uke Ne ke te es oh oe 11.56 
oS IRL LEPRTAN CUS A WTS a a ee Se Re 6.68 
Rea MME Te TINCT S COMMS LIV UAT IGE se see eae 2 Sede feeder sat Roses tes ese e ccd sacs eb eeeeaees 18.42 
eaemeaMm ETC CLER ES CO same) CIN UTC tee re rent ms ek Pe ee ee a Sse en ee ee cc 13.09 
<TR, IOSD A GeCNSs ess BM on Re A ea eee ae ern 8.75 


Lo BTRN Sg, CHEB YC SS), ee ee oe SRN ee a or ae ee ee 32.23 
SBTC IS, LITA cick ce te ee ee ea eae 1.50 
Scum) (BGI Mee DU AYO ROBES pM Se Se a i ee eee ee ee eee ee 2.64 
Bee WMD Orme Lites (peace eee eratres rN ores ON oie Nae ce kn eS od 28s ea oa 4.50 


ac Bey JBN opens Cake CEN ee sey te ees er eee SP ant ae ee meee 2.88 
Sue, D5 ella SYOAGIOIP aac eae ee ee ee Se er Re ee eh eee eee eee .67 

IR eeu t se) Vite lee 0) VAT AC Ci sete eee neces Re oon oso panssansdnadseveneseteicande $144.97 
\W. B. Scheehl, Treasurer’s*Expense Attending Convention .................. 21.09 
Rev. E. A. Trabert, Foreign Mission Committee Expense ...................--. 2.89 
Rev. E. A. Trabert, Transportation Commissioner’s Expense .............. 2.70 
Rev. A. B. Schwertz, Stewardship Committee Expense .....................--- 1.50 
Rev. J. George Dorn, Constitution Committee Expense ..............-.....--.- 1.00 
© seesll TRIBUTE ae ice os ee ae re Pe 10.00 
lohs ZARUIGTON op eae Scab a Oe Se ca eee ne EO e e 10.06 
op SIIB av DS ET AST BW BY a2 SS ae 5.00 
; TROSUBUL TDSC S ANS ISS on ke ee Se ee $199.15 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM B. SCHEEHL. 
The report was adopted. 
} Albert B. Schwertz presented the report of the Committee on Stew- 
‘ardship. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP 


Your newly-elected chairman to this committee circularized the Synod 
three times relative to stepping up the Stewardship program. 

Two occasions we encouraged the use of the materials issued by the 
Lutheran Laymen’s Movement. Materials were ordered by practically 
every pastor. Laymen in congregations with vacant pulpits were written 
and urged to order these helps, The response was gratifying. 

The figures below, we feel, are the best index to the response given 
your Stewardship Committee during the past three years: 


No. of Pd. 100% Regular Reg. Pct. Special 
Date Cong. and over App. Pd. App. Pd. Ben. Pd. 
1940 36 18 $13,564.71 84.2% $1,957.02 
1941 38 20 $14,389.46 83.7% $1,795.71 
1942 38 23 $17,399.08 92.2% $4,188.07 


May God grant that this march of progress in stewardship continue. 


Respectfully submitted, 
—ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ. 
The report was adopted. 
Henry Irving Kohler presented the report of Committee on Letters 
and Papers. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND PAPERS 


Letters of greeting were received from the Rev. Homer L. Bosserman 
and Layman H. Craig Raup, 716 Metson Street, Williamsport, Pennsylvania. 
We acknowledge with reciprocity and grateful respect. 


We request that the secretary reply to the letter of brother Bosserman 
and extend our sympathy in the loss of his home, furnishings and personal 
effects, together with his fine library, stamp collection valued at $1,000, 
with a total loss of approximately $3,500, and that a reply to the letter of 
Layman Raup acknowledging his interest and that he be honored with a 
copy of the Minutes of Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
—THE COMMITTEE. 
The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your committee has read with deep interest and appreciation the report 
of our president, and rejoices with him in the many signs of progress 
within the missions and churches of our Synod, not only in the outward 
material improvement in equipment, but in the spiritual growth of our 
Church as it evidences itself in the contributions to benevolence and to 
special appeals of our war-torn world. 


On the basis of his report, we would make the following recommen- 
dations: 1. That we join in thanksgiving to Almighty God for His goodness 
and His manifold blessings in building us into great opportunities for ser- 
vice in the many areas of our Synod. 2. That we request every congrega- 
tion of Synod to take advantage, to the full, of the evangelistic and mis- 
sionary privileges of the rapidly growing communities in the shadow of 
their own walls. 3. That we record our gratitude to the Board of American 
Misisons for their definite support of our efforts in the sending of men 
to man the newly established missions and the young seminarians to help 
in garnering the harvest. 4. That we urge every congregation in Synod to 
support its pastor and officers in realizing the goal of at least $1.00 per 
communicant member as its minimum contribution to the Lutheran World 
Action Appeal on May 23.5. That we thank our president for his aggressive 
approach to the problems of Synod and for his untiring efforts in the 
successful realization of our hopes and dreams for a rich service to our 
Lord and Master. 

Respectfully submitted, 
—HENRY F. SCHMIDT. 

The report was adopted. 
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Henry Schmidt presented the report of Committee on Minutes of Synod. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 

A thorough examination of the printed minutes of the Fifty-First 
Convention indicates that exceptional care was exercised by the secretary 
in the preparation of the minutes and in the presentation of condensed 
reports. The committee commends the secretary for his excellent copy. 

In so far as we have been able to discover, all matters referred to in 
the resolutions of the convention have been acted upon by the respective 
committees to which they were referred. 

Respectfully submitted, 


—THE COMMITTEE, 
HENRY F. SCHMIDT, Chairman. 


In this connection a motion prevailed to amend that the Church Ex- 
tension Society of Southern California be recognized as an auxiliary cf 
the Synod. 


The report was adopted as amended. 
H. Paul Romeis presented the report of the Parish and Church School 


| secretary. 
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REPORT OF PARISH AND CHURCH SGHOOL SECRETARY 
The outstanding event of the year in the church school work of our 


Synod was the visit of the Rev. Erwin S. Spees, associate secretary of the - 
Parish and Church School Board, October 29 to November 9, inclusive, He 


held eight meetings, three in the Northern Conference and five in the 
_ Southern; twenty congregations were represented with a total attendance 
of 273. Total offering was $53.39. These meetings, though in no sense the 


best possible, do represent the best effort in this field in recent years; and 
do, we hope, indicate a growing sense of the vital importance of the 
parish education program among our congregations and pastors. 


This year it will be our privilege to have the Rev. Earl S. Rudisill as 
the Board’s representative on our territory October 17 to 25, inclusive, for 
a series of meetings stressing the adult work and parent education. A 
tentative itinerary has been arranged and will be confirmed at this meet- 
ing of Synod. Again we ask the cooperation of every pastor and congrega- 
tion for the success of these meetings. 


However, our record as a Synod in parish education work this year 
has not been good. Only twelve leadership training credit cards have been 
issued in California Synod, and all of those in one congregation: First, San 
Bernardino; only fifty-five persons are receiving “The Parish School” 
magazine, and only a very small number of congregations respond to the 
statistical report on Parish Education, thus giving to the Church at large 
a misleading picture of our education program. 


Your secretary passes on to you some of the Board’s suggestions for 
improving the education program in your congregation: 


1. Appoint a Parish Education Committee or Cabinet to promote this 


work. 


2. Secure new subscribers to ‘“‘The Parish School’, and use this maga- 
zine in your Sunday School meetings. 

8. Promote Parish Education Month—“God Reaching”. at 

4, Support the parish education meetings under Secretary Rudisill, 
planned for this fall. : ee ; 

5.Improve your leadership through leadership training classes in the 
congregation, community schools, and summer schools. 

6. Promote weekday and Vacation Church Schools. 

7. Improve catechetical instruction. i 

8. Prepare now to install and promote the use of the new series of 
Sunday School lessons which is being prepared in conjunction with other 
Lutheran bodies. 
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9. Follow a definite plan of parish education in your congregation. 
Christian education was never more needed than today. 


Respectfully submitted, 
—H. PAUL ROMEIS, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


Henry Irving Kohler presented the report of Committee on Women’s 
Organizations. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGAIZATIONS 


“What can the women do?” is no longer a mooted question. The global 
war has given woman suffrage an enviable place, both nationally and 
internationally, and if predictions are fulfilled and the war continues, 
seventy per cent of our women will be filling the places of responsibility 
and of necessity to make effective the military objectives in an effort to 
recruit our armed forces for maximum strength. 


Replies to a questionnaire from nearly every congregation in the Synod 
brought valuable information. Thirty-six congregations reported from one 
to four women’s organizations, some organized under one head with co- 
operating units, called various names, such as “The Women of the Church”, 
“Tadies Aid Society’, “Altar Guild”, Dorcan Society’, “Mary and Martha 
Society”, including all of the Women’s and Young Women’s Missionary 
Societies bearing kindred names and memoralizing individuals worthy of 
honor in missionary endeavor and enterprise. The total membership is 
over one thousand members and their activities are practically the same 
with noted exceptions where we now have Lutheran Service Centers. 


The emergency has also placed a new emphasis on women’s work 
through their societies, and for the duration, at least, Red Cross activities 
and allied community interests afford far-reaching opportunities with the 
church as the center where the premium is placed upon influence for good 
in a humanitarian united effort. 


The social action in defense areas has claimed the interest of our 
women. A limited number of societies have originated programs and meth- 
ods of work to meet the emergency. One such is called ‘“‘The Victory Plan”. 
This plan is a challenge to the whole congregation to unite in an all-out 
effort to liquidate the indebtedness of the church by each member volun- 
tarily giving one dollar or more per month and becoming a member of the 
Victory Club, sponsored by the Ladies Aid Society of the congregation. The 
plan is bringing funds and creating interest far greater than any previous 
methods of work in the congregation. 


Some of the reports are gratifying with respect to the assistance that 
the women’s societies are giving the pastor in calling upon the new members 
and in personal work among the unchurched and the lapsed members. We 
most heartily endorse this kind of work as we believe the women can reach 
many homes and through their influence bring new members into the 
Kingdom of God and the Church of Christ, that otherwise may never be 
reached At a time such as this there are “lonely hearts to be cherished”, 
sad homes, and who can better minister in the name of Christ and His 
Church than consecrated women of whom it has been said, “The last at 
the Cross and the First at the tomb.” 


_ The report of the Women’s Missionary Societies will be a part of the 
Minutes of Synod, therefore, we are not including it with this report. We 
would suggest that a study be made of the U.L.C.A. objective for one 
women’s organization in each congregation, with respective units of opera- 
tion and wherever possible we commend the plan. 


Respectfully submitted, 
—THE COMMITTEE. 
The report was adopted. 
__J. George Dorn presented the report of the Board of Trustees of 
Midland College. 
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REPORT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
Midland College has weathered another year under the stress of a 


' nation at war. 


The College is deeply appreciative of the splendid support which our 
Synod has given. The College is giving a good account of its stewardship 
under trying conditions. The following items are gleaned from the presi- 


_ dent’s report, as worthy of note: 


1. Increased Synodical support. Our own Synod is listed with Ne- 
braska, Iowa, and Pacific Synods as guaranteeing its appropriations to 
the College and Seminary, 

2. The total enrollment in this College was 314, with an additional 


enrollment of 93 in special schools exclusive of the Seminary, which had 
26, and the summer school, which had 161. The grand total enrollment 
/ was 594 compared with 617 last year. : 


3. Faculty Salaries. The salaries are approximately the same as they 
were ten years ago when they were reduced about forty per cent. The av- 
erage salary paid is about $1,500 for a nine-month term. The president 
pleads that this condition be corrected at once and the salaries be brought 
to a level paid by other colleges of from $2,000 to $2,400. 

4. The War Manpower Commission is investigating the facilities of the 
College and will announce its decision soon if the College can be used for 
the Army and Navy training program. 

5. The Western Seminary, under Dean Thomas A. Rinde, has ex- 
pereinced an unprecedented growth. Twenty-six students are now enrolled. 


_ The property is in the best of condition. 


6. During the year Dean W. F. Zimmerman accepted the presidency of 


Thiel College and in his place Herman Gimmestad, dean of men since 
. 1933, has been elected. 


Your trustee recommends that you approve the increase requested 
by the College and proposed by the Executive Committee. 
Respectfully submitted, 
—J. GEORGE DORN, Trustee. 


In connection with this report, Dr. Fred C. Weigman, president, was 
introduced and presented the claims of the college. 

Motion prevailed to substitute the words “as supporting the College 
and Seminary with ever-increasing gifts” for the words “as guaranteeing 
its appropriation to the College and Seminary.” 

Report was adopted with this substitution. 

Motion prevailed that the Trustee be instructed to report that Synod 
favors the arrangement of dual trustee representation of Synod on Midland 
College Board of Trustees. 

Edward J. Oslund reported on the number of men and women of our 


congregations in the armed forces of our country. He reported that 1108 
men and women of the Synod are in the service. 


The report was adopted. 

Motion prevailed that H. C. Lindsay be heard concerning an adequate 
program for service men. 

Edward Quest Showers of Louisville, Kentucky, great grandson of the 
founder of Lutheranism in Kentucky and Tennessee, was introduced by 
his former pastor, H. C. Lindsay. 

Tellers reported the election of Albert B. Schwertz to the Goard of 
Trustees of Midland College. 


Recess 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry addressed the Convention on Lutheran World 
Action. 
Adjournment and prayer by Dr. E. A. Trabert. 
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SEVENTH SESSION 

The devotional service was conducted by Dr. Fred C. Weigman, 
president of Midland College. His subject was “God’s Unsuspected Pur- 
poses”, based on I Cor. 1:5. 

Roll call. 

The minutes of the Sixth Session were read and approved. 

Reference and Counsel Committee outlined program was adopted. 

The Resolutions Committee report was read and adopted. 


Earnest A. Trabert presented the Report of the Committee on Abd- 
sentees and Excuses. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ABSENSES AND EXCUSES 


The following have sent formal excuses for absence from this con- 
vention: C. W. Maggart, Adolph Jatho, William Brandes, C. F. Oehler, 
O. H. Gruver, H. M. Leech, W. C. Miller, J. L. Westenbarger, J. S. Herold, 
Herman Lucas, Otto Becker, W. J. Dentler, A. A. Isham, Albert Fiebelkorn, 
H. L. Bosserman, Arthur Kaspereit. 

Also Chaplains D. L. Dyerson, Henry W. Opperman, C. F. Crouser, and 
Lawrence Vosseler. Due to their locations in distant unidentified areas of 
service, Chaplains D. Edward Wright and Erwin T. May were unable to 
transmit excuses. 

But two of the clergy presented no excuse, however, one of them, 
Cc. J. Rockey, is critically ill. This leaves but one unaccounted for, Peter 
J. Alpeter. 

We recommend that all of the above, with the exception of the last 
named, be excused. 

Further, we recommend that the secretary of the Synod communicate 
with those afflicted expressing the sympathy of the Synod, also that Peter 
J. Alpeter be notified of his obligation as a member of this body. 

Many pastors and laymen, compelled by necessity, to be absent from 
various sessions, notified your committee, a courtesy rarely exercised 
in the past. 

A survey of the Roll indicates that, apart from being present on time 
at the Matin Service, both pastors and delegates attended all sessions 
faithfully. 

It is useless to include the names of those excused from various sessions. 


Respectfully submitted, 
—THE COMMITTEE. 
The report was adopted. 


W. C. Crouser presented the supplmentary report of Committee on 
Ministerial Education. 


Supplementary Report of Committee on Ministerial Education 
Whereas the Rev. Henry W. Opperman, a former beneficiary of this 
Synod, has completed ten (10) years in the ministry of the United Lutheran 
Church, we recommend that the promissory notes to Synod, which he has 
signed, be returned to him. 
The report was adopted. 


The secretary presented the supplementary report of the Executive 
Committee. 


Supplemental Report of Executive Committee 


It was moved that the reception of Harshman into the Synod be held 
in abeyance until Synod of Kansas has given a letter of transfer. His name 
to be added to roll as soon as transfer is received. 

The name of A. C. Knudten was added to the Roll. 

Moved that the treasurer be authorized to advance $90.00 to Bethel 
Church, San Jose, for moving expenses of Rev. Arthur Kaspereit. 

Moved that at the request of the Home Mission-Committee of Synod, 
and, in view of the present emergency, Robert Wheatley be licensed. 

We recommend to Bethel Lutheran Congregation of San Jose that 
property, parsonage and church be sold to Mennonite Brethren for $6,250; 
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that proceeds of sale be turned over to Board of American Missions with 
the understanding that this sum be held for mission work in California, 
preferably in San Jose. 

It was moved that we recommend to Synod that permission be given 
Bethel Church, San Jose, to dissolve as soon as satisfactory disposal has 
been made of assets and that all historical records be turned over to the 
Archivist of Synod. : 

The application of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Vallejo, for admission 
to Synod was considered. Moved that after approval of constitution, said 
congregation be received into Synod. 

Invitation from First Lutheran Church of Fresno was presented. In 
view of the fact that the First Lutheran Church of Fresno withdrew its 
invitation for Convention in favor of St. John’s, Sacramento, in 1942, we 
recommend that the next convention of Synod be held in Fresno in 1944, 

This report was adopted with changes. ‘ 

The report of the Ministerium was adopted. 

The report of the Executive Committee was adopted. 


Mrs. C. S. Izenour presented the report of the Children of the Church. 


REPORT OF THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 

This year Children of the Church statistics are included in the report 
on Parish Education. Turn to that report now. Notice how few congrega- 
tions are promoting this program. Last year this small effort resulted in 
contributions totaling $150.45. And who can measure the spiritual values in 
the lives of these children or to the church of tomorrow? Our children must 
be guided in Christian action TODAY. 

Respectfully submitted, 
—MRS. C. 8S. IZENOUR, Secretary. 

The report was adopted and Mrs. Izenour was heard in connection 
therewith. 

Report of delegates to U.L.C.A. Convention was presented by Clarence 
Derr. 


REPORT OF THE DELEGATION TO THE 13TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


All of the delegates elected by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California were present at the sessions of the 13th Convention of the United 
Lutheran Church, held in the Brown Hotel, Louisville, Kentucky, October 
24-31, 1942, with communion Service held at the First Lutheran Church 
of that city. 

The background for the Convention was the celebration of two out- 
standing facts of American Lutheran history, the bi-centennial of the ar- 
rival of Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg in America, and the centennial of the 
departure of Father Christian Heyer for India. Representatives of most of 
the bodies of the Lutheran Church in America were present and brought 
fraternal greetings and encouragement toward union of all Lutheran 
churches in the Western Hemisphere. : 

Among the decisions reached by the Convention are: , 

1. The Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief was directed to in- 
stitute a contributory pension system when 500 clergymen and their con- 

regations have applied for admission. 
4 s. A strong ane impressive statement on The Church and a World at 
War. 

3. For the first time in the history of the United Lutheran Church, the 
distribution of the apportionment dollars was left flexible. 

4. The Convention received a telegram from the American Lutheran 
Church, assembled in Convention at Mendota, Illinois, which recognized 
our fundamental agreement and proclaimed its readiness to establish full 
pulpit and altar fellowship with the United Lutheran Church in America. 
The president of the United Lutheran Church was instructed to consum- 
mate and declare at the earliest possible date the establishment of this 


fellowship. 
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Your delegation wishes to commend the officers of the United Lutheran 
Church and the Convention committee for a well-planned and carried out 
convention, and to thank the Rev. John Henry Harns, D.D., for his master- 
ful handling of the devotions of the Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 
—THE DELEGATION. 


The report of the delegates to U.L.C.A. Convention was adopted. 


Albert B. Schwertz presented the report of the California Lutheran 
Brotherhood. ss 


REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


The third annual meeting of the Lutheran Brotherhood of the Synod 
of California was held in two sessions, on Wednesday, May 12, 1943, in the 
First Lutheran Church, Glendale, California. 

At 7:45 p.m. the program of the Convention was held in the Sanctuary 
with Dr. Albert B. Schwertz in charge. Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena, 
contributed the special music. George C. Weiman, state president, made 
the announcements and introduced the speaker, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
member of the National Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. Dr. Fry’s address was timely and inspiring. An offering was 
received for Lutheran World Action. 

The second session was held at 9:00 p.m. the same evening in the 
parlors of the church. At the business meeting all the officers of the past 
year were re-elected. 


President teooi2 2 oe Ne oe eee by George C. Weiman 
ViGe=Presiden Cie sone ee ae W. F. Bening 
CCT ETSY? eae a PE NA as SUE sca eps ne Clarence Derr 
ELOASULOIA se ce he eg oe oe ee meee Garnet Grieve 


Many plans were discussed for the coming year. The meeting adjourned 
at 10:00 p.m. The women of the local church served appetizing refreshments. 


The report was adopted. 


Mrs. James P. Beasom, Jr., newly-elected president of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of California, was presented to Synod by Mrs. E. A. 
Trabert. 


J. George Dorn extended an invitation for Synod to meet at St. 
Mark’s Church, San Francisco, in 1949. 


John Edward Hoick presented the report of the Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


In conformity with the revised By-Laws, the following statement and 
resolutions are presented for the consideration of Synod: 

Assembled in the peaceful precincts of this charming city of Glendale, 
with nothing to disturb our deliberations except the throbbing motors of 
an occasional bomber, and the recognized presence of some and the absence 
of others in the uniform of the armed forces of the nation, we are never- 
theless conscious of the fact that we are living in a world engaged in the 
most colossal conflict in history. 

Implemented with the enginry of destruction on land and sea,—in. 
stratosphere and bathysphere—life and limb, personal possessions and 
national resources are jeopardized and destroyed, the progress of the 
Kingdom of God is halted, missions at home and abroad are disrupted, 
national enmities are engendered and intensified, and civilization itself 
is imperiled. 

We note in this global warfare, the clash of conflicting ideologies. On 
the one hand are human conception of world domination. Great nations 
are massed with the ideal of the supremacy of blood and nationality; the 
regimentation of the individual to the welfare of the state; the theory that 
“might make right”. These forces are not devoid of asserted Divine Sanction 
of the “Sun of Heaven”, or the primitive gods of field and forests. 

On the other hand, are the so-called Christian nations upholding the 
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principles of righteousness and peace, and desirous of the settlement of 
conflicting issued without resort to the arbitrament of warfare. It seems 
incredible in this enlightened age, with all its boasted achievements in 
science, education, commerce and diplomacy, that we are swept into this 
carnage of bloodshed, while the juggernaut of warfare rushes on—a veri- 
table Frankenstein turning upon his Creator to destroy Him. A scene upon 
which high heaven must look with agony, and the pierced side of the 
Saviour bleed afresh. 

The line of cleavage between conflicting forces is expressed only in 
general terms. We deplore the failures and shortcomings of so-called 
Christian nations—greed, mammon worship, forgetfulness of God, the dese- 
cration of the Lord’s Day, the increasing use of alcoholic beverages, the 
baneful influence of many moving pictures, the small advanice of spiritual 
development in contrast with material progress. 


The following resolutions are presented: 

‘ (a) That the proclamation by lip and life of our blessed Christian faith 
is an imperative necessity in such a time as this. 

(b) In the struggle for national supremacy, that it is essential to stress 
the truth “that God is no respecter of persons’. “He hath made of one 
blood all nations’’. 

(c) In opposition to the effort to regiment the individual into the 
machinery of the State, that it is necessary for us to emphasize the worth 
of the individual soul, in comparison with which the wealth of the world 
in insignificant. 

(d) If in the ultimate settlement of the issues of this world conflict, 
vengeance and vindictiveness shall prevail, that the seeds will be sown 
for a recurrance of another world disaster more deadly and destructive 
than the tragedy of today. 

(e) Because of the rapid methods of transportation, this old world has 
been transformed into a neighborhood, and nothing but the operation of 
Christian ideas will change this neighborhood into a brotherhood. 

(f) That we, in California, prepare ourselves now for a Christian 
attitude in our Churches toward the solution of problems of racial minori- 
ties within our area. 

(g) That we look forward to a day in the near future when the treas- 
ures of our hearts and possessions may be poured out in the task of re- 
habilitating the churches and missions of other lands in the spirit of 
consecrated stewardship. 

In grateful recognition of the hospitality shown this convention of 
Synod, we recommend that by a rising vote we express our hearty ap- 
preciateion: 

(a) To the pastor, the officers and members of the First Lutheran 
Church of Glendale, for their hospitality and their many courtesies ex- 
tended to the delegates and visitors of the Synodical session. 

(b) To the choirs of the different churches for their inspiring music. 

(c) To the press of Glendale for their comprehensive reports. 

(d) To the officers of Synod for their faithful performance of duty, 
and particularly to the president for his efficient administration of office 
in a year marked by an unusual number of pastoral changes. 

That we express our sincere appreciation to Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
and Dr. F. C. Weigman for their wise counsel, helpful suggestions, and 
their inspiring addresses. : 

Recognizing the fact that the Church of tomorrow will rest upon the 
shoulders of the youth of today, we view with apprehension many of the 
problems now facing the young people of our Church. In view of the present 
rapid rise in juvenile and particularly “teen-age” delinquency, precipi- 
tated in part by the employment in many cases of both parents in essential 
war industries, with a consequent neglect of the children in the home, 
THEREFOR, be it resolved that we ; ‘ : 

1. Urge a more thoughful and prayerful consideration of the impor- 
tance of the Christian home; Rens b 

2. Call upon all church bodies and organizations, home agencies, and 
welfare organizations to exert all possible effort in correcting these con- 
ditions by providing constructive programs of recreation and social and 
religious uplift; and 
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PAROCHICAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
For the Calendar Year Ending December 31, 1942 


Northern Conference 
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FINANCIAL 
Valuation of Church Property Congregational Congregational Benevolence 
Beers Unapportioned Apportioned 
n 
wy o o 
n oO o 
an ¥ 4 § = 3 3 5 
a gs ~ > 8 8 G 2 2 = B = 
Q Ss 2 B S n Q a 8 S £ Ko) ° s 
| =] > o CS n n s = > 25) Sian! > ie} 
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FQ a st ® © = g fs a eS me a . au 8 a 
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¢ | eS © A, q 5 ° S 5) g } ie! iS) g 5 Ss is) g Se! 3S 5) 
A oO Ay n ca O HH a 6) p HH ca ic < Q O A < x A = 
il 12,500] 6,000] 1,200 19,700 4,325] 5,335] 9,660 35 37 63 102 345 582 642 667|| 1,249|| 10,909 
2 10,000 3 500 412| 13,912]| 2,700|| 3,185! 4,983] 8,168 15 ral 23 320 396 401 721|| 8,889 
3 5,000| 4,000] 4,300 13,300|| 2,000! 2,285] 1.176] 3,461 60 95 155} 576 294 449|| 3,910 
4 7,000 7,000 1,630 150] 1,780 15 15 108 125 140|| 1,920 
5 10,000 2,500 12,500 838]; 3,190] 1,019] 4,209 382 195 577 390 395 972\|| 5,181 
6 8,000 2,000 10,000|| 4,250) 1,167 880] 2,047 185 185 192 121 306|| 2,353 
7 17,000] 3,000 20,000|| 5,000) 4,901] 1,402] 6,303 ee ttOSS 108 294 332 440|| 6,743 
8 26,000 192 26.192 3,759 201) 3,960 78 17 95 342 342 437|| | 4,397 
9 90,000] 4,200 510 ! 94,710 6.201 684| 6,885 50 267 230 547 960 984|| 1,531]| 8,416 
10 | 45,000 | 45,000 -|| 25558 208) 2,766 5 26 71 186 140 Palla PASH 
11 '| 100,000 60,000] 10,000] 170,000 i| 7,569 669| 8,238 90 8 484 240 822 690) 548]| 1,370|| 9,608 
12 33,000 33,000 360|| 4,409] 1,650| 6,059 a2 162 194 198 198 392] 6.451 
13 7,000| 5,000 | 12,000|| 1,685|| 1,575 410} 1,985 16 20 36 186 186 PAN PADI 
14 4,000] 2,000 6,000 326]; 1,101 113 oa 2 8 10 108 150 160|| 1,374 
15 6,000 6,000 | 865 58 923 20 AON aia 48 68| 991 
16 35,000] 3,000 | 38,000|| 2,664); 2,077 427| 2,504 23 117 140} 396 278 418|| 2,922 
1942 Totals|| 415,500] 21,200] 18,300] 61,902] 10,412] 527,314|| 19,817' 50,797] 19,365] 70,162 35 365 71| 1,435) 1,971] 3,877/| 5,814] 5,209]! 9 086]| 79,248 
1941 Totals|| 410,450| 25,600] 15,300 60,500] 10,418] 522 268]| 27,978]! 44,047] 11,213] 55,260|| 45 428 90 522| 1,514| 2,599]| 5,642] 4,859]] 6,958|| 62,218 
Increase 5,050 3,000] 1,402 5,046 6,750| 8,152] 14,902 913 457| 1,278 172 850] 2,128]| 17,0380 
Decrease _. 4,400 8,156 10 63 19 a 
Southern Conference 
17 25,000 [25 000|| 3,437|{ 5,199] 1,327) 6,526 ; 17 wa 708 708 (Sa 
18 12,000 1,800] 13,800 3,269 3,269 100 58 158 492 492 650|} 3,919 
19 15,000 15,000|| 2,000] 1.869} 1,207] 3,076 246 268 268|| 3,344 
20 30,000 6,195 244| 1,449 37,888 11,231] 7,067] 18,298 275 783 225 25 791 2,099|| 1,290] 1,350]] 3,449]| 21,747 
21 63,000 2,500 3,000; 68,500|| 3,700)| 11,346] 3,721] 15,067 10 173 50 197 318 748l| 1,578 960|| 1,708]; 16,775 
22 10,000 500 8.353 18,853 || 2,848 856} 3,704 5 6 50 397 458 864 813|| 1,271|| 4,975 
23 ; 4,590 4,590 | 969 242 | ele teh 10 102 112 254 330 442|| 1.653 
24 60,000 60,000] 2,913]| 3,817] 5,728] 9,545 75 41 276 392 864 600 992|| 10,537 
25 15,250 15,250|| 3,750/| 2,921] 439] 3,360 100 31 25 50 206 480 488 694|| 4,054 
26 87,000 87,000 14,725 765| 15.490 75 566 100 250 125| 1,116 876 876|| 1,992|| 17,482 
27 40,000 40.000 1,860 244| 2/104 140 125 126 391} 354 354 745|| 2,849 
28 12,000 12,000]| 2,875 986 138) \1,724 5 5|-—— 210 121 126|| 1,850 
29 30,200 | 30,200 3,812! 3,063! 6,875 65 31 55 282 433 45 450 883|| 7,758 
30 53,600 878] 54,478]| 17,827]1 5,956| 2,447] 8,403 13 101 10 240 Dale 636 858 858|| 1,494]| 9,897 
31 38,500] 6,000 2,600 47,100]| 19,751| 5,909] 1,795] 7,704 341 ‘4 10 292 719|| 1,194] 1,194]| 1,913]| 9 617 
32 10,000} 1,800 11,800 | 1,710! 1.092) 12,802 11 21 6 25 63 198 176 239|| 3,041 
33 10,000} 2,000] 4,500 16,500 2,117 al) OSS a. ib Base 252 288 288 540|| 2,728 
34 6,000 6,000 | 2,830] 1,500) 4,330 38 | 53 91 420 303 394|| 4,724 
35 16,000 16,000 500|| 4,761] 3,676] 8,437 73 133 27 23 30 286 468 863|| 1,149| 9,586 
36 10,000; 2,000 | 12,000 923 125| 1,048 7 | 9 16 162 105 121 1,169 
37 42,500 15,000 ] 57,500|| 51,632|| 5,583] 1,813] 7,396 220 | 90 200 510 552 623|| 1,133|| 8,529 
38 1,000] _1,000I| sl 2a 728 25028 ; 236 71 71||_ 2,794 
1942 Totals|| 586,050] 11,800] 28,695] 2,844] 21,070] 650,459/|108,785|| 97,364] 37,916|135,280| 462] 2,879] 716] 1,431| 3,280] 8,768|| 13,042] 12,291]| 21,059]|/156,339 
1941 Totals|| 589,711] 12,300] 32,000 750] 18,102] 652,863||126,917|| 85,862] 29,628|115,490 443| 1,497 2,078 857|_ 2,962] 7,837|| 11,472] 10,030|| 17,867||133,357 
Increase .|| 2,094] 2,968 / 11,502( 8,288] 19,790]j 19] 1,382 574 318 931|| 1,570] 2,261|| 3,192] 22,982 
Decrease. 3,661 500) 3,305 2,404|| 18 132 we en 1,362 At Pea ae sa 
GENERAL SUMMARY 
G 415,500 21,200] 18,300] 61,902| 10,412] 527,314]| 19,817|| 50,797| 19,365] 70,162 35 365 71] 1.435) 1,971) 3,877] 5,814] 5,209|] 9,086]| 79,248 
S. Gont 586,050| 11,800] 28,695] 2,844] 21,070) 650,459//108,785|| 97,3641 37,916]135,280 462| 2,879 716] 1,431] 3,280] 8,768]| 13,042] 12,291]| 21,059//156,339 
1942 ~. [100,550] 33,000| 46,995] 64,746] 31,482/1177,773||128,6021|148,161| 57,281/205,442 497| 3,244 787| 2,866] 5,251] 12,645)| 18,856] 17,500|| 30,145]|235,587 
ey Sine |1000,161] 37,900] 47,300] 61,250] 28,520[1175,131||154,890/|129,909/ 40,841/170,750]| _488|_2,925/ 2,168] 1,379] 4,476] 10,436]| 17,114 14,389]| 24,825//195,579 
Increase. . 1,389] | [| 3,496] 2,962| 2,642! 18,252] 16,440] 34,692] 9| 1,319 1,487| 775) 2,209|| 1,742{ 3,111]] 5,320]| 40,012 
Decrease _. 4,900 S07 el (peer | 2672.88 | ee | ee | eo 1,381 2 ee Sl 
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3 || 30] 9] 39] 23 17| 40 1 23] 11 34 11] 1] 64] 76 42 Ee) i) MA 32] 2\| 1| 24] 2] 102 i 
Sain 6| 5 5} 1 5 eae | a ale 4 Sine, 6, 4 5 1] 39 3 
Sulews 13) 5 56| 61 48) 2) 5 Tl Aes eral elie 49 35 834 D129 85 bile 7 4{ 92 
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8 || 16] 15] 31] 4 11| 15] 16 31419] 6! sei Si) Alo 5] = 1220 36 1] 17} 100 51 iB eal) | 3] 49 
9 |] 30| 10| 40) 4 6 10] 30) Aiea O\ gl AD edi, ays] ais 2B) 20 50 oa L2NeL02 42 13 || 12|} 1) 24) 3] 102 1 
10 | 7 7 | 1 2 5} 7 ied b le S| she thea 88 | 2 | 2 1] 15 
11 |} 24) 7| 31) 5 Beatle 11| 72] 49] 132 2] 10}150) 162 30 9}} 1} 20] 80 40 30 6|| 1| 20] 2] 100 1 
I= |e 21) 4 4) 17 4 TG TUG 2| 14 31 i oa) 6h 64 4 LP L3i 21256 i 
13 || 10 10| 9 92101 91 12 13) eae IGE ae $4 1] 6] 92 22) Toasts 5 
14 || 5] 5| 10 4| 14 9 10] 5 15 lel 22 (1915 623 8 ilai|, alias [ee 5 || i| 32 j 
15 || 25| 25 25 1 15] 16 16 ae Mi ail LO | 3) 25 
16} 14] 23] 37\ 5 26 31| 6 QMS 6 le il 20 ia alme Sher OleeL sine 13 eet |S bah Sie 22| Fy 6d AM ati aa 4 38 3 
1942 Total||229| 84/313 92] 1/294)/387|129|203 | 23]110|164/172| 469 40) 33/368] 441/163/135] 234/280|] 16|152|1101 194 el eae eee 44 ARS 36/922 3 1 
1941 Total ||180|118|298| 79] 9,145|233|129| 64] 23] 97/116/120| 356] 38] 30/188] 256|222|122| 325/160]| 16/148|1135 D7 ol 6 S28 ih 6 Ot 221 ee 1| 86 2128 912 al140 | i 
Increase .|| 49 15] 13 149/154 139] 139948] 52) 1137 21) 3/180) 185 13 120) 4 ie? | [rae frat - 10 
Decrease. 34 ies | WAS Oana aes Mal: Sek joe [Se oa |G 2S amet [eal a est 1|_ 42 1| 48 A\_ 78) 5 
Southern Conference 
Hirani (eames) aga en LO Goel eee oes ol 3) lelead |=. Ol paisa LOl a3) cs leeeee ee 0) a a 0) ee en Sl) Vie sl eLel) elite <3] O4 eal eel ae 
PSaoilo Lalede 223) el, 9 15| 8 AZO 2olisi— B41) 24 12. alo" 35 tpn ete | al.8 8 TAS tl 4. ee 
DSN awe Dios 3 iy (ed eae ey 16 3 bilan 2 1| 11} 100 ‘ 6 1,10) el 36 jon 
20 || 38} 9| 47) 41 86 127 gol] 11] 41] 79| 20] 151, 3! 16] 40] 59) 92 12 1) 41] 421) 52] 60] 1] 20/175] 1) 3] 35) 67] 7| 23|| 1/100) 5] 300) 1] 50: & 
21 || 39] 6] 45| 13] 1/206|220 175|| 4] 37 34| 13] 88] 13] 59/233] 305 217 3921 1) 34) 325 45 LU 26) 87) a 14|} 1] 45| 4! 150| 2] 58] $ 
PT 253 2b len sles Wasi ast SIRES MeGHy Oe arise Ailes UG need eel alerts 30/ i} «| 25/ 140] 15] 20 1} 5| 42] 12 2] 64 
23 |} 22) 18] 40] 3 24) 27| 13 AlN 56| 8410953 18] 15] 33] 20 33 Lee 8) 10s 30 10 Bie 7 | = tl oa Se 
24 || 17 L706 6| 12] 5 DN elie 7d | ales) « Oy = Ol ee al as 10 | 1] 24] 150 25 12]| 4 2) 93 
25 || 30] 20] 50] 15 15] 30] 20 4| 20] 10] 11] 45] 2] 2/ 16/ 20] 25 45] | jl 1) 10| 175 25 15 Tl GUfeshsiomesal vis a 
26° 82 62/34) 10 10| 24 2) 39] 46| 11] 98, 4| 19] 15] 38) 60 84) | I} 1| 25] 130 15 1 1 él] 4/ 50/3] 1301 11 20, 5 
PPM hn ere 7 i AN Seat seal lbs 8 lesen | LOGO 6| i] 4] 15 5 | 1 2| 30| 1/15 
28 || 3 3 3 2 2 eee: 1 HL erinE) pis an | era Z: | 1} 10 
29° |) 24] 9] 33) 5 2h a26 Sl 161 34/23) SL} 2! 2) 8} 12! 69 95 | 1) 25] 200 aS SUL SX ay agin aH ah BG Zu es 1| 20 
BOmieon a2 28iiees 3] 25 yt stat heeed|, Gude ae PA Ole Beall Sei at? 39 | 1] 19] 200 UG eat rile fee) eaatelal 2) Sry nent si} 1} 34] 2) 80 
31 || 21] 6] 27| 9 9} 18 7| 9/42] 27] 85] 6] 4| 51] 61] 24 42\ le 11-30) 275) 12) 20 1] 4] 30] 30] 7} 11 46] 6| 195 | 
32 Bl a Bey 7 PN Tal A) aD) 9 Heda Si 0 1 A112 Slee Solu 
33 4 4| 3 Sige i] 6 yA ame Ale Bike 83 hal 2 (> SE a 5 3| 6ol | 
34 || 18 aS Nene Atal 2) Gl aG een en oil ne a 9] 12 23 Hauiiot2le kes 20 oan 2 3] 68 . 
35 || 31] 6] 37| 5 4| 9] 28 9] 15] 39] 29] 92] 2] 2 4| &8 116 | 1] 20] 100] 18] 45) 1] 8| 55 1] 4] 24) 25 4 TZ SI EES | 
36 I ale melhe aka ce al Allens 5 1} 6! 30 4 1 1] 12 
37 | 4] 30] 34) 41 SA ere i leLOIZ0( 38. 7 7| 28 55 | 1| 16} 120 4 3| 68 
38 eo Be) 2} 2| 10 Sek obit ate) ls PPA 14 Alia tlle 50 UG lie 11 9] 30 
1942 Total ||385/127/512/137| 10/352/499|269|/256|| 78|253/423|224| 978] 61 1881462] 711/590|233] 676|396|| 221368/2924| 97/377] 4] 391/287] 10) 23/199|28 4 : 
1941 Total 11277/175|452 1238 181]304/259|111|| 78|215/449|/344/1086] 53/122/380| 555/610] 79| 810]131]] 22/405/3478|123/357| 2] 17/233] 8] 21/197 339 Th 1| alies if an7 60 i649 10288 4 
Increase. || 108 60] 14] 10]171/195| 10/145 38 8| 66| 82] 156 154 265 | 20) 72|e22| 954 ena ee 3| BI l 34 
Decrease_.|| 48 | feel Peet 26/120| 108] 110 134 | 37|_554|_26 i 52 || 1 Ee a War 2| 711 1 
GENERAL SUMMARY 
N. Conf. ..|}229 84/313] 92] 1/294/387]129/203|| 23/110/164/172| 469 40] 33/368] 441/163/135| 234/280|| 16|152/1101 194 il eae 
S. Conf. ..||385|127|512|137| 10/352/499/269|256]|| 78|253/423/224| 978| 61 188/462] 711/500|/233| 676|396]| 22/368|2924| 97|/377| 4] 39|287) 10] 23 199 287 4 7118 B 100 a 1683 i197 Fi 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Fifty-First Annual Convention 
OF THE 


Women’s Missionary Society 


of the Synod of California 


HELD IN 


FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., Pastor 


Glendale, California, May 10-13, 1943 


Convention Hymn 


Rise, ye children of salvation, 

All who cleave to Christ the Head! 
Wake, arise, O mighty nation, 

F’er the foe on Zion tread: 
He draws nigh, and would defy 

All the hosts of God Most High, 


Saints and heroes, long before us, 

Firmly on this ground have stood; 
See their banner waving o’er us, 

Conquerors through the Saviour’s Blood! 
Ground we hold, whereon of old 

Fought the faithful and the bold. 


Fighting, we shall be victorious 

By the Blood of Christ our Lord; 
On our foreheads, bright and glorious, 

Shines the witness of His Word; 
Spear and shield on battlefield, 

His great Name; we cannot yield. 


When His servants stand before Him, 
Each receiving his reward,— 
When His saints in light adore Him, 
Giving glory to the Lord,— 
“Victory!” our song shall be, 
Like the thunder of the sea. 


Prayer for Our Sons in the Service 


By Rev. John F. Fedders, D.D. 


O, Lord of Life, Strength of the strong, and Best Guide of our youth, 
hear the petitions we direct to Thy throne of grace. The anguish of a na- 
tion’s strong fatherhood and the tears of its sacrificing motherhood, prompt 
our prayer for the lads of our land. They are leaving our homes and altars 
to heed their country’s call. They are shouldering arms, flying planes and 
manning ships in defense of the flag. Here in the friendly pew and at the 
family altar we follow them in dusty march, airy flight, and stormy sea 
with our petitions for safety. May their remoteness from sanctuary and 
home not lessen their grip on the virtues of a royal manhood. Defend them, 
O Lover of Youth, from the sinister, soul-destroying scarlet siren whose 
lures lead only to dark disgrace and dishonor. These are our sons, Thy 
choice gift to us, and our hearts’ desire is that they may serve our coun- 
try’s cause unsullied and unstained. Above all, dear Lord, guide them by 
Thy Holy Spirit that they may keep sacred in the crowded routine of 
each day, some fraction of time for a prayer tryst with Thee. Remind them 
of their baptismal covenant and confirmation convictions that they may be 
true soldiers of the Cross. And our hearts’ plea, O Father of all the nations 
of the earth, is that enduring peace may soon come to supplant the sword, 
hate giving way to love and brutality to brotherhood. In the Name of our 
Elder Brother, the Prince of Peace. Amen. 


The Lord watch between me and thee when we are absent one from 
another.—Gen. 31:49. 
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MINUTES 


of the 


Fifty-First Annual Convention 


of the 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


of the Synod of California =» 
GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA, MAY 11-13, 1943 


Theme: “VICTORY THROUGH CHRIST” 


Glendale, California, May 10, 1943—7:45 p.m. 


The Women’s Missionary Scciety, with friends and visitors, participated 
in the Sacrament of Holy Communion with members of the Synod of 
California in the Convention Church. The sermon was preached by the 
Rev. J. P. Beasom, Jr. 


FIRST SESSION 
Glendale, California, May 11, 1943—-9:30 a.m: 


Mrs. P. J. Kramer, president, formally opened the convention after a 
brief prayer session of the Board members. The singing of the hymn, “Sweet 
Hour of Prayer” preceded the devotions, “Victory Through Prayer” Chr. 
7:14, led by Mrs. E. C. Bentz. She urged everyone to put prayer first, not 
second in our lives. 

Mrs. J. P. Beasom, wife of the pastor loci, welcomed the delegates and 
friends. She mentioned meeting, in time of war, our duty to our govern- 
ment; she pointed out that we must-unconditionally surrender ourselves to 
Him and pray that we may be worthy of the victory. She stated that the 
V in “Victory Through Christ” is made up of two I’s joined together for 
unity. 

The following were introduced to the convention: Miss Florence M. 
Welty and Mrs. A. C. Knudten, former missionaries to India and Japan, 
respectively; four former presidents, Mrs. W. E. Crouser, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 
Mrs. D. J. Snyder, and Mrs. E. A. Trabert, and Mrs. A. B. Schwertz, national 
Executive Board member. Mrs. Kramer named Mrs. F. C. Noel and Mrs. 
J. A. Esterly as personally having given scholarships for many years, and 
thanked Dr. Iva A. Baltzly for her untiring work as statistician for many 
years. New delegates were welcomed as were three new pastor’s wives, 
Mrs. A. Alm of San Bernardino, Mrs. R. Kerstetter of Hollywood, and Mrs. 
H. C. Lindsay of Phoenix, Arizona. A letter from Miss Emma Johnson, 
missionary in India, was read by Miss Welty. 


After the response read for Mrs. C. F. Crouser, who could not be 
present, Rev. J. P. Beasom welcomed the group and extended congratula- 
tions for having reached the goal of one thousand members. He expressed 
sincere appreciation for what the women have done, especially at Vallejo, 
California, where a mission was organized this past year. He expressed the 
hope that the time will come when every woman automatically becomes a 
member of the missionary society as she jonis the church, 


Credentials were read by the secretary for seventy-six delegates, de- 
partment secretaries and officers. Fifty-three visitors were reported, mak- 
ing a total of 129 present. Vallejo and Sanger societies were received and 
welcomed by the Synodical. 


_ The program was presented and accepted by a vote of the conven- 
tion, after which Alice Arvidson Hewlett very graciously sang “How 
Beautiful Upon the Mountains” by Harker. She was accompanied by 
Mary Allen. 


Mrs. J. E. Hoick presented a very beautiful memorial service for 
twelve departed members. She used a basket of flowers typifying the 
beauty in the lives of Christian women. 
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The report of the President with various recommendations was given 
and referred to committee on same. The vice-president and secertary gave 
Beles reports. The treasurer’s and statistician’s reports were adopted as 
read. 

The following committees were appointed: 

President’s Report—Mrs. G. L. Hudson, Mrs. Leona M. Snyder, 

Mrs. E. L. Konow, Mrs. E. A. Vosseler. 
Resolutions—Mrs. Francis Pryor, Mrs E. N. Hollis. 
Nominating—Mrs. L. D. Swanson, Mrs. Wm. Capel, Mrs. Geo. 
Wieman, Mrs. T. M. Howard. 
_ Mrs. J. E. Hoick showed pictures of the new book case she and Dr. 
Hoick presented to be used for preserving Synodical records. 
‘ Mrs. Elsa King Frey, in her address, urged all the women to become 
informed on Lutheran World Action and then act. We cannot have per- 
manent victory without Christ. Our slogan should be “All Out for Christ 
and His Church.” 

After singing the convention hymn, “Rise Ye Children of Salvation”, 
the offering of $21.75 was consecrated by the Rev. R. D. Kerstetter, who 
also closed the first session with the benediction. 


SECOND SESSION 
Glendale, California, May 11, 1943—1:30 p.m. 

The hymn, “O Word of God Incarnate” opened the second session. 
Devotions, “Victory Through His Word’, John 1:1, were given by Mrs. 
W. H. Keighley. She closed with all singing “My Faith Looks Up to Thee’. 
“Trust In Him” by Hamblen was beautifully sung by Florence Goyette, 
accompanied by Esther Olds Anderson. Then month-old Paul Otto Chelson . 
was made a life member by his “granny”, Elsa King Frey. 

The Rev. C. B. Holand urged the women to become even more mis- 
sionary minded and stated he liked the way women do things. 

Reports for the Nothern and Southern Conferences were given and 
Mrs. E. N. Spirer presented the Honor and Superior Merit Societies with a 
large card with an American flag on which was printed a ‘“‘Prayer for Our 
Sons in the Service by the Rev. John F. Fedders, D.D. She urged each 
society to hang up this card at its meetings. 

Delicious refreshments were served by the ladies of the First Church, 
Glendale. This was followed by an informal discussion on Society Goals. 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, member of the Executive Board, United Lutheran 
Church in America, in his address, stated that missionary women are 
earnest Christians. He spoke of the love of self, the love of neighbor, and 
the love of Christ in its relation to the rest of the world. 

The convention hymn was sung, the offering of $16.47 was consecrated 
by the Rev. A. W. Alm. Eighty-one delegates and forty-nine visitors were 
reported, totalling 130. Session closed with the Benediction by Rev. A. Alm. 


May 11, 1943—7:45 p.m. 

Cur convention hymn was used as a processional. Dr. E. A. Trabert 
conducted the Vesper Service 9nd Mrs. A. B. Schwertz based her devotions 
on the Twelfth Chapter of Romans. Music was furnished by the First 
Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, and the Pi Rho Theta Ensemble of the 
Glendale Church. 

Dr. Franklin C. Fry spoke on “What Makes a Christian or a Religion 
Worthy of the Name”. The offering of $61.70 was consecrated. Two hun- 
dred eighty-seven were present. The Rev. James P. Beasom pronounced 
the Benediction. A reception followed this service in the Youth room of 
the church. 


THIRD SESSION 
Glendale, California, May 12, 1943—9:30 a.m. 
The singing of the hymn, “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” opened the 
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morning session, after which Mrs. Wm. Capel gave the devotions, “Victory 
Through Faith.” This was followed by a beautiful solo, “Come Unto Me 
by Beethoven, sung by Esther Olds Anderson, accompanied by Mary Allen. 


Mrs. A. B. Schwertz presented the Departments in a very unique way 
as a Victory Garden, illustrated by posters. She used four steps: 

1. Preparing the soil (Annuity Education, Magazine, Mission Study 

Education). i 
2. Sowing the seed (Promotion Extension, Deaconess Student, Child- 
ren of the Church). * A 
3..Cultivating the garden (Box Work, India Lace, Life Membership, 
Patron and Protege, Synodical Special). : 

4. The ingathering (Thank Offering, the spiritual emphasis which 

undergirds all our work). 

A shower of Life Memberships was given as follows: The Lutheran 
Guild of St. Paul’s Church, Vallejo, by Mrs. W. B. Scheehl; Mrs. Mattie M. 
Miller and Frances M. Woodworth by Mrs. Mattee M. Miller, Long Beach; 
Miss Dorothy Ann Zuelow by Mrs. Chase, Mrs. Kohr and Mrs. P. L. 
Zuelow, Glendale; Mrs. Nellie Hollis by Mrs. H. A. Stolper, Glendale; Mrs. 
H. F. Schmidt, wife of the pastor of Temple Church, San Francisco, by 
her daughter, Mrs. L. D. Swanson; Honorary Life Membership for the Rev. 
Howard A. Anspach given by the Business and Professional Women’s 
Group of Grace Church, Phoenix, Arizona. 


The Rev. J. Edward Oslund spoke to the convention of the magnificent 
work the King George Service Center in San Francisco is doing for the 
boys in uniform. He stated that last month 20,000 men were served at the 
canteen. It was most fitting to follow this address by the singing of “God 
Bless Our Boys”. There were one hundred twenty-four present—sixty-three 
delegates and sixty-one visitors. The offering, which totaled $17.64, was 
consecrated by the Rev. F. P. Swanson, who also closed the session with 
the Benediction. 


FOURTH SESSION 
May 12, 1943-~1:29% 1.1 
The closing session of the convention was begun with the singing of 
the hymn “Take My Life and Let It Be’. Mrs. E. A. Trabert gave her 
devotions, “Victory Through Service’, using Psalm 32 as her text. She 
closed by using the hymn, “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”. 


Mrs. C. S. Izenour, in reporting for the Children of the Church, urged 
the women to go home to their societies and renew the interest in the 
children, teaching them ever to love. Sixty-three delegates responded to 
roll call. Thirty-two visitors were present, making a total of one hundred. 


Mrs. W. E. Crouser and Mrs. Ray Inslee reported on the Northern and 
Southern Schools of Missions, respectively, and Mrs. Georgia Lowe Dickson 
on Social Missions. She urged all women in the Los Angeles area to call 
the Samaritan Society for salvage, since it is run by Lutherans. Mrs. H. A. 
Fisk gave an unusually interesting talk on “Our Lutheran South American 
Missions”. 

Upon motion, the president’s report and the resolutions report were 
accepted. Voted that all bills be paid. The nominating committee reported 
the following: 


PresiGe@nit ise ce keer eke ee ee Ee Mrs. J. P. Beasom 
Wice-Présidenti<.8...4 2 te eeee ne Mrs. C. F. Crouser 
Secretary BARE a ye EN e oe ed RR | Rae eS Mrs. C. S. Izenour 
SCALISTLCION AM cect seems reat cena tt aaa Mrs. Kenneth Sketch 
Treasurer RRR C AK att taeiert Poahiz be GEN LW Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl 
Historian : 3024.00 eed ee Mrs. Orval Awerkamp 
APCHIVAST, "22225. 2 SSA) ee a eee oe Mrs. J. E. Hoick 


Motion was made, seconded and carried to accept the report of the 
nominating committee. The secretary cast the ballot, unanimously electing 
the officers presented in the report. 

The Executive Board submitted the names of Mrs. P. J. Kramer for 
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National Executive Board Member, with Mrs. Martha Himes as alternate. 
They were elected by a motion which was made, seconded and carried. A 
rising vote of thanks was given the officers. Refreshments were again 
srved by teh ladies of First Church, Glendale. 

Mrs. P. J. Kramer installed the new officers and the convention closed. 
with the Missionary Benediction. 


—MOLLY J. (Mrs. Louis D.) SWANSON. 
Recording Secretary. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Members of the Womens Missionary Society of the Synod of California; 
Dear Co-Workers: 


We praise and thank God for His mercy, love and many blessings 
bestowed upon our Synodical these fifty-one years of history. No one can 
read this history without being humbly thankful for what has been ac- 
complished during half a century by our faithful and devoted women. “Not 
unto us, O Lord, but unto Thy Name be all the glory!” I submit the records 
of the achievements of another year’s work in the following report. “The 
work is done, how well only the Master knows, one never sees the fruit 
of all the seed he sows. it may only be our part to patiently turn the sod. 
One plants, another waters, but the increase comes from God!” 

The world has been plunged into darkness but Christ still lives and 
reigns. His church and the gospel shall endure. We have tried in these dark 
days, to go forward together with faith and hope, guided by the Light which 
has been revealed to us in His Holy Word. We are grateful for the never- 
failing guidance cf the Holy Spirit which has brought this year a glorious 
achievement of our goal, in addition to carrying out the two-fold objective 
adopted by the General Women’s Missionary Society of the United Lutheran 
Church for the last year of the triennial; namely (a) to expend definite 
efforts towards deepening the spiritual life, increasing the missionary edu- 
cation and promoting the missionary program among the women of the 
church; (b) emphasizing the general budget. 

We have fifty-three societies in the Synodical. We welcome two new 
societies into our Synod at this convention. Vallejo Lutheran Guild W.M.S. 
was organized this year with twelve charter members. It is the newest 
congregation in the Synod of California. A new society in St. Paul’s, Sanger, 
California, has been organized. The Synodical had the pleasure of helping 
Vallejo new mission church to the extent of $500.00 out of our Synodical 
Special after allotting Rocky Boy Mission $300.00, which has been our 
Special for several years. 

Twenty-five sccieties reached the superior standard of excellence, and 
thirteen societies the honor roll as a goal of achievement the past year. 
Three more requirements were required this year than last year. This 
record is encouraging. 

We note commendable progress in every department secretaries’ report 
and an increase in membership. We have reached the goal of 1000 members 
to date, an increase of sixty new members, which we have prayed to reach 
before the triennial convention this year. The statistician’s report shows an 
associate membership of ninety-two, but only thirty-nine members have 
paid the one dollar per year, so we cannot report the full quota to the 
general statistician. 

We rejoice in the increase of the Thank Offering, $1,795.00 this year, 
an increase of $298.00. A large percentage of societies have advanced in 
Christian stewardship of gifts. Eight hundred and thirty-three subscriptions 
to the Woman’s Work was reported this year, a gain of nearly two hundred 
this year. 

Many societies in the Northern Conference and Southern Conference 
enjoyed the visit of Miss Ruth Juram, promotional secretary of the General 
Society. Her charming personality and friendliness and message will always 
be remembered. The ninth annual Congress Educational Forum was held 
in St. Mark’s Church, Los Angeles, June 27, 1942. The theme was “What 
Shall We Pray For?” 

57 


Before giving you an accounting of my stewardship as your president, 
I desire to express my sincere appreciation for the earnest cooperation of all 
the officers, department secretaries and officers of all th societies. What- 
ever progress we have shown is due to all working together in unity. When 
there is unity there is growth. We thank Mrs. Scheehl, our treasurer, for 
her untiring efforts in keeping our financial obligations in splendid shape 
and reminding society treasurers of their responsibilities. 

Your president has conducted most of the Synodical work by corres- 
pondence. Two official letters to each society have gone out, followed by 
numerous postal cards. Many letters have been written to pastors, individual 
members, national and state officers and chairmen of departments. Three 
articles were written for the Golden State Lutheran and two for the 
Woman’s Work. Sent out statistician blanks to all societies and compiled 
same for convention and for national statistician. 

Spoke at five society meetings, Northern Conference meeting and 
Inter-denominational School of Missions. Have attended eight board meet- 
ings of the School of Missions Association. Called a meeting in Los Angeles 
of officers of the Synodical to plan for convention. Held an executive 
Board of Northern Conference members of Executive Board of Synodical. 
Called a meeting to plan a fourth annual Prayer Service on third Sunday 
in Lent, under auspices of Lutheran Woman’s Alliance. 

As I go out of office at this convention, I wish to express my sincere 
appreciation for the privilege that has been mine in serving you for the 
past three years. I know the membership of the W.M.S. of California will 
give the new officers the same fine spirit of cooperation that has been ac- 
corded the out-going officers. We are living in a time when the feith of 
the Church is being tested. Let us remain conscious of the purpose of our 
organization and show cur faith in its on-going progress bv continuing to 
promote “now more then ever before” the work of the Church, keeping 
the lamp of Christianity alight. 

I submit the following recommendations for your consideration: 

1. Pray for the Lutheran World Action campaign, coming up this 
ee Urge every member of the congregation to subscribe at least one 

ollar. - 

2. Synodical contribution teward the Lutheran World Action cam- 
paign, $75.00 to be sent throuch Synod of California. 

3. Continue Rocky Boy Micsion special of $300.00 2nd the balance to 
be used for mission work on California field. One dollar per member in 
September quarter. 

4. Synodical gift frcem Desconess fund of $20.00 to our California 
deaconess, Sister Irmagard Schuchard. 

es Christian work among migrants, $25.00. 

6. Synodical convention offerings to be used for service centers. $50.00 
to the new Service Center in Hollvwood. 

7. A contribution of $5.00 to School of Missions. northern district. 

8. $10.00 to General W.M.S. travel fund for Miss Ruth Juram, pro- 
motional secretary. ; 

_ 9. Send one dollar per society in June guarter for Congress conven- 
tion fund. } 
for us. “Theniks be nto Cede who, eave Four all—He gave His all 
Christ, our Lord.”—I John 5:4. 5 SO aoe aoe 
Respectfully submitted, 
President of Southern Conference. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF NORTHERN CONFERENCE 

The Northern Conference of the Synod of Csliforni> of the Wo ‘ 
: . . . zi iS : : mon 5 
Missionary Society of the United Lutheran Church held its thirtv-third 
annual convention at St. Michael’s Crurch. Berkeley, October 27 1942 
Instead of the usual two-day convention, it was condensed into one day. 

The theme chosen was most timel “Faith, Ho Li ca 
devotions gave much food for thought. "2 Por aE te ee 
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In the morning, the usual beauti*ul and inspiring communion service 
was held with the men of the Synod. Luncheon was served by the women 
of St. Michael’s to one hundred guests. 

In the afternoon came a brief business session, with twelve churches 
represented. There were sixty-five delegates and visitors. 

Mrs. Elsa King Frey was present and she gave an excellent address 
as well as a report on a recent board meeting she had attended. 

Our Synodical president, Mrs. P. J. Kramer, gave an enlightening 
statistical report. 

Rev. Thorlakkson, returned missionary from Japan, spoke on “Our 
Unfinished Work in Japan”’. 

The officers for 1942-43 are: 


IPRESIG Gh be a oe ee er Mrs. L. W. Varblow, Albany 
First Vice-President ...... Mrs. J. E. Oslund, San Francisco 
Second Vice-President -....... Mrs. Fred Goebbels, Oakland 
Secretaryar te ee eee Mrs. L. K. Thompson, Oakland 
PRRGASUCieene te a es eo Mrs. Alma Bowen, Richmond 
PTStOmlan see eet en te Mrs W. E. Crouser, San Jose 


On November 24, 1942, a joint luncheon meeting was held at St. 
Michael’s Church, honoring Miss Ruth Juram, national promotional secre- 
tary. There were ninety present from the Bay area churches. She also 
visited Fresno and Sacramento, where similar meetings were held. 

Respectfully submitted, 
—MYRTLE A. (Mrs. L. W.) VARBLOW, 
President of Northern Conference. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 

The thirty-sixth annual convention of the W.M.S. of the Southern 
Conference met in St. Matthew’s Church, North Hollywood, Rev. E. N. 
Spirer, pastor, on November 13, 1942. 

The theme of “Vision and Service” was inspirationally presented in the 
devotions by Mrs. J. E. Hoick. 

The work of the departments was presented by Mrs. C. S. Izenour. She 
likened the work to a chain, with each department as a link, dependent 
one to the other. 

The conference was privileged to have as a speaker, Mrs. Beatrice Van 
Meter, a missionary who served along the Burma Road. He message and 
her presentation gave us some insight into the great need of workers 
in China. 

Mrs. Elsa King Frey reported on the Louisville Convention. 

Other speakers who contributed to the program were Mrs. E. N. Spirer, 
Mrs. A. B. Schwertz, Mrs. Dixon, Rev. J. P. Beasom, and Rev. Spirer. 

Delegates and presidents numbered sixty-six, and attendance at both 
sessions numbered 150. The next meeting will be in Hollywood Church. 

Respectfully submitted, 
—MRS. (P. J.) NAN S. KRAMER, President. 
—MRS. D. E. WRIGHT, 
President of Southern Conference. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
March 15, 1942 to March 15, 1943 


BALANCES MARCH 15, 1942— 


COMETS S EU ea nee $ 39.00 
Deaconess. Wun Scere ee eres ee 106.00 
Tentent Offering: 2222 = eee ee 239.24 
Synodical! Special (2 ee ree 16.00 
SV TOGU Ca ECC sees ae se eee eee eee 286.19 
$686.43 $ 686.43 
RECEIPTS 
TUT UIUC SS caw eee ee $ 100.00 
AN SSOGTA TC eIVEC IO CLS aoa saeco ee er 39.99 
Bible’ Women and: Scholarships... =e een eee 510.70 
Box. WOK GaSe eee ae a a oe a 53.10 
GRritstimas= Offerity ce. 25 eee ieee eae ea 141.52 
Consress* Travel Wed: 222..xsaseeeoeee ewaeecamceeeeene 44.00 
PCa COMESS AE UTC ec ace ae wees eee 25.50 
Generals Mundi CDi es) erste a casa nee eres 1,094.50 
Indias GacesOftening 22 on ee eee ae MURATA! 
Life Memberships and In-Memoriams ..........--.----.-.---- 863.00 
Trenten® © fier See eae ae eee 61.85 
SynodicalF ee eee) oe ee eee cee ee 273.62 
Synodical Specials so. gs ee ee eee 770.00 
Thanks OLlerin Ge se sees ee ee ee ee en 1,795.00 
Triennial Convention Expense Fund ..................-..---.- 94.40 
Visttation Department 22 <.- ser -<f-ccse eee eee ee eee 4.60 
IMiseellaneous\G uitsme ss es ee re ee 46.00 
Total sRECEIDIS sss. eee ee $6,099.50 $6,099.50 
$6,785.93 
DISBURSEMENTS— 
Miss A. Barbara Weigand, national treasurer ..._..... $5,360.08 
GiEtS tos Sis ber is eee ce ees ee ee eee 11.00 
Dues to Mt. Hermon Association —......0.0....---1.2---2-------- 5.00 
Gift to San Francisco Lutheran Service Center _...... 25.00 
President's: EXpensess.2 5) e-c  eene 8.64 
TréasUrer’ seh KPCnSesr a... ee ee ere ee eee ae 13.80 
Séceretary’s expenses. 6 2 Ae eer et ee. eens 15 stat 
Statistician’s; Bsapenses seems. seen eee ee 6.60 
Department Secretaries’ Expenses ..................22....------ 6.95 
Mimeographing and Stationery .................-22.22-..00-------- 36.83 
Gift to Janitor, Convention Church ......................----- 2.50 
ILREASUTER’ S™BONG peck. eeen: eeeera ee een eee ee 5.00 
Printing Minutes of Convientlonissscece- eee 70.00 
Gift to Vallejo Mission (Payment on Lot’ ............... 500.00 
Gift to Vallejo Mission (for Chairs) ...........2..002222.22..... 20.00 
Cutifor Ric tuir ex sears eran oad ee ee eee ee 3.00 
Golden sJubilee Estpenses) 4 6 a ae ee ee 12325 
Guest Missionary. Wixpenses'. 1. ee 8.64 
Congress: WM xpCiSes rs stars totic eccrine tenet ee eee 2.05 
Total wDishursem eritsie eee eee ee ere $6,118.05 $6,113.05 
BALANCES MARCH 15, 1943— 
Congtess® Pn t=. eee eee eee $ 83.00 
DeaconesssH und 2-4 ee ee ee 120.50 
SYNOGICAIT MS pe Cia ll eee eee ee eee ee 101.49 
Synodical Wee, 2220 seen es ee eee es 367.89 
$672.88 $ 672.88 
TOTAL BALANCE 25. ee ear ee $6,785.93 


Respectfully submitted, 
—MABEL B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer. 
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STATISTICIAN’S REPORT 


For the year ending March 31, 1943 
All societies sent in the Statisticians blanks except one. Many societies 
had to be followed up as it was important this year to have a full report, 
being the last year of the triennium. I have reported all the associate mem- 
bers sent in on the blanks, which is a total of 92, but the Treasurer re- 
ceived the one dollar dues from only 39 associate members. Only paid 
associate members can be sent on to the General Statistician. 


Societies Active Assoc. Total 

Northern Conference. ....4..... 21 309 16 SYA5) 
Southern Conference .......................... Bo, 694 76 770 
53 1003 92 1095 

Northern Conference Gain ................. Be 27 —2 25 
Southern Conference Gain ................. 36 14 50 
2 63 12 75 


Respectfully submitted, 
—MRS. P. J. KRAMER, 
Acting Statistician. 


REPORT OF HISTORIAN 


IN MEMORY 
Mrs. H. J. Weaver, Mrs. Kate Hulvei _............... St. Luke’s, Huntington Park 
vice: Gira Cen Mma SON kt tee te ne dem eee ee es Grace, San Jose 
Mrs. Fred Behrens, Mrs. Nellie Crawherst ................2222...2220----- First, Oakland 
Mrs: J. A.M. Ziegler, Mrs. FE? Hs Thresh _............25-....22 Trinity, Long Beach 
IVES PULA CRO URG erst eet oe ek te pe Je St. Mark’s, Los Angeles 
VERS Wola ATIC OTSON) om betwen Coen rss (ele eee ete tee he Trinity, Pasadena 
Mais Elarveyaloee@ ss 5s See a en) pee ree St. Michael’s, Berkeley 
Mrs. Tracey Nelson, Mrs. Sarah Regner .......... St. Matthew’s, N. Hollywood 


DEPARTMENT REPORTS 


Mrs. M. A. Linebaugh, Annuity Secretary, reports one $100 bond this 
year. $900 for the past three years. 

Mrs. C. F. Crouser, Box Work Secretary, reports forty-four boxes for 
Home Missions and one box for Foreign Missions and $53.10 in cash. 

Mrs. Matilda E. Fritz, Deaconess Secretary, reports having received 
$25.00 this year from societies. Total in Deaconess Fund, $106.00 

Mrs. Wm. Ironside, Education Secretary, reports a sale of $9.00 for 
bocks in Southern Conference. Most of the societies have sent direct to 
the Publication House for the books and program material. Have distri- 
buted numerous pieces of free literature. 

Mrs. Caroline Young, Lutheran Women’s Work Secretary, reports 833 
subscriptions this year, a gain of 192. Twenty-two societies had 100 per 
cent subscription, all members subscribing to the Lutheran Women’s Work. 

Mrs. John Hjort, Thank Offering Secretary, reports $1795 for Thank 
Offering this year, a gain of $184.35. Thirty-five public Thank Offerings 
were held. 

Miss Rosa A. Flathman, India Lace Secretary, reports thirty-three 
societies observed Lace Sunday with a contribution of $182.71, an increase 
of $39.60. ; 

Mrs. Grace Esther Chelson, Promotion Secretary, reports planning the 
Congress Conference, Sunday, May 23, 1942, at St. Mark’s Church, Los 
Angeles. The 1943 Conference will be held at First Church, Los Angeles, 
May 23. 

* Mrs. W. E. Crouser, Student Secretary, reports 100 per cent response 
from the pastors in sending out blanks for statistics on students attending 
institutions of learning. There are thirty-nine men students and sixty-three 
women students in California, making a total of 102 students. 
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Mrs. C. L. Izenour, Children of the Church Secretary, reports tem 
churches promoting the program of the Children of the Church. Two groups 
became inactive and a new work was started in San Diego this year. 

Mrs. E. W. Spirer, treasurer of the Children of the Church, received 
$124.75 from the groups the past year. 

Mrs. Ray Inslee, Missionary Education Secretary, submits the follow- 
ing report: 


Number of Study Groups Number of Study Groups 
(Home Theme) (Foreign Theme) 
1—A 2—A 
“= B 10—B 
5—C 7—C 

1—D 
14 Total Groups 24 
Number of persons in these groups -...-.-.------------------------ 419 


Number of persons completing the reading course -. 159 
Number of Mission Study honor roll members -.......----- 5 

Names of honor roll members: 

Mesdames Trabert, Griffing, Thompson, Sollie, Hoffman, Burg, (et 
Cushing, O. Nordin, A. Bowen, E. Huglen, C. Drexel, J. Torvish, L. Dahl, 
C. Bastin, Jenkins, O. Awerkamp, A. Coakley, C. Johnson, C. Miller, Ander- 
son, Dobler, W. E. Crouser, Fanny Webb Price, Vosseler, Blanche L. Combs, 
Guy L. Hudson, Elsa King Frey, Virgil C. Chelson, H. J. Coleman, F. V. 
Bleuel, Wm. Harthan, H. McKenna, E. C. Bentz, J. P. Beasom, Jr., Chas. 
Tapp, F. L. Schmeil, R. Inslee, J. A. Dybdahl, G. C. Yanson, Caroline 
Young, Miss Florence Welty, Mesdames Lettie Beckett, Alma Kenner, Enos 
Snyder, Nelson, E. A. Vosseler, George Wilson, Paula Stanek, Luther Per- 
shing, Miss Cecile Wilson, Mesdames Glenn Haffley, Chas. W. Dowling, 
and Robert Callahan. 

Mrs. F. P. Smith, Life Membership and In-Memoriam Secretary, 
submits the following report: 


Life Memberships received during the Synodical year ................ 60 
Honorary Memberships received during Synodical year -...... -. 2 
Totald Sense eee se ee te ei oe ee ee ee 62 
Thife:WMembershipsiOnm: SymOolcall v Ol ere ance eee eae 839 
Honorary Memberships on Synodical roll 22-2) 151 
TOC ee a a ee Bie ee ee 990 
Persons Memorialized during Synodical year __........--2..-........ 1p 
Total-in=Memorram Ones yMOCUCAaly 10 Ne sees eee ee nee ee 120 
100% Life Membership societies, 1942-43 000 
(St. Michael’s, Berkeley, Louisa Miller Society, with 35 
members’. 
Total 100% Life Membership societies -......---.-.....--.-22-------1---- 6 


The total income from this department for the year 1942-43 was $883.00. 


Mrs. Phil Wizeman, Patron and Protege Secretary, reports support of 
eleven nationals and nine scholarships, a total of $510.70. A gain of $140.70, 
and a gain of five nationals and five scholarships. 


Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, Synodical Special Secretary, reports received 
$770 from forty-six societies, a gain of $302 this year. Rocky Boy Mission 
received $300, and Vallejo $500. 


Mrs. D. J. Snyder, Extension Secretary, submits the following report: 


Through this department 673 homes have been visited in the interest 
of missions and fifty-seven Quarterly Visitors distributed. California is one 
of the eight Synodical societies reporting an increase in membership for the 
past two years. Sixty-three new members were received this year, and the 
goal of 1000 members attained. Your secretary urges each missionary 
worker to adopt the new slogan of this department, which is, “Each one 
reach one—in 1943”. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Your committee has examined the President’s report, which reveals 
the advancement made in Synodical work this past year, and the goal of 
one thousand members attained. Much of this growth and accomplishment 
ean be attributed to her untiring effort and devoted service. It is with re- 
luctance that we see her close her term of office. 
Your committee recommends the adoption as a whole of all the recom- 
mendations contained in this report. 
Respectfully submitted, 
—Mrs. Guy L. Hudson, Chairman, 
Mrs. Lena N. Snyder, 
Mrs. Francis C. Pryor, 
Mrs. E. L. Konow, 
Mrs. Erwin A. Vosseler. 


REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 

It is with deep gratitude to God for His many blessings upon us 
during these days of turmoil, thinking of Vietory through Faith, that we 
submit the following resolutions: 

1. Our sincere thanks to The Rev. and Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., and the 
members of First Church, Glendale, for their cordial hospitality shown 
the delegates and visitors at the fifty-first annual convention; also to Mrs. 
Robert Inslee and Mrs. Fred Steinle for their untiring spirit of helpfulness 
as official hostess and reception hostess, respectively. 

2. To the Glendale Chamber of Commerce for the registration badges. 

3. To the leaders of the devotionals, Mrs. E. C. Bentz, Mrs. W. H. 
Keighly, Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, Mrs. Wm. Capel, Mrs. E. A. Trabert, - 

4. To Alice Arvidson Hewlett, Florence Goyette, Esther Olds Anderson, 
Molly Swanson, the ladies quartet of First Church, Los Angeles, and the 
Pi Rho Theta Ensemble for their musical contributions, also our convention 
accompanists, Mary Allen and Esther Olds Anderson. 

5. To Mrs. Elsa King Frey for her inspirational address, also to Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, Rev. J. E. Oslund, and Mrs. H. A. Fisk. 

6. To Rev. and Mrs. E. N. Spirer for the work and material presented 
in the Superior and Honor Merit roll. 

7. To Dr. and Mrs. J. D. Hoick for the presentation of a very fine 
bookcase to the Synodical, in which to preserve the records of the Synodical. 

8. To Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz for her very original presentation of the 
departments as a Victory Garden. 

9. Our special thanks to Mrs. P. J. Kramer, president, our Synodical 
efficers and the convention program committee for their faithful service 
through the year and the preparation of convention program. 

Respectfully submitted, 
—MRS.i FRANCES C. PRYOR, 
MRS. E. H. HOLLIS. 


REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


IP GFESiG elit kere eed awe SE Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr. 
\YSCLESA PAG FSI 6 (51 0 Fie cra ee Mrs. Clarence Crouser 
RC COUCIN ST OCCTELALY. —.-..2-..-<te-- 5 feces -ntece Mrs. C. S. Izenour 
“Aa CSRS ST BCS a oe Se es ae Mrs. W. B. Scheehl 
StatistiGiane SCC. ee ee nae ee _... Mrs. Kenneth Sketch 
TAR) URC Ii eee eters ren Sere ent een en Mrs. Orval Awerkamp 
FENG HEN TENG TIS brauce Se URE ree Ta acon ee ee ene ener Mrs. J. E. Hoick 


Respectfully submitted, 
—MRS. L. D. SWANSON, 
MRS. WM. CAPEL, 
MRS. T. M. HOWARD, 
MRS. G. M. WIEMAN. 
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REQUIREMENTS 
1. An increase in membership. 


2. An average attendance at meetings of at least fifty per cent of 
the membership. 


3. Regular use of the monthly program published in Lutheran Women’s 
Work. 


4, Use of magazine quiz. 


5. A subscription to the Lutheran Women’s Work in the home of every 
active member. 


= 


6. Promotion of the Children of the Church in your congregation. 
7. An extension department (visitation) in your society. 

8. A mission study class, or reading circle, in the congregation. 
9. Bible study by all members of your society. 


10. Financial obligations fully met, send in quarterly, before the 15th 
of June, September, and March, to Synodical treasurer. 
(a) General Fund ........-.-... 10c per member per month 
(b) Synodical fee _. 25c per member per year 
(c) Triennial Convention Expense Fund—10c per mem- 
ber per year 


11. Synodical Special—Contribution per member to American Indian 
at Rocky Boy. 


12, Lenten Offering, Christmas offering, India Lace offering (free will) 


13. Contribution of $1.00 each for Deaconess and Congress Travel 
funds per society per year. 


14. Increase in amount of Thank Offering. 
15. One public Thank Offering meeting. 
16. Box Work—cash or supplies. 


17. Support of Patron and Protege work (partial payment on scholar- 
ships acceptable). 


18. One new Life Member or In-Memoriam. 
19. Present the work of the General Society at one meeting each year. 


20. Observance of the Week of Prayer and self-denial, or Day of 
Prayer. 


21. Representation at Conference and Synodical conventions. 


_ 22. Observance of India Lace Day, cooperating with Sunday School 
children. é 


23. Prompt reports and answers to all communications from officers. 
Send name of new president to Synodical Secretary as soon as elected. 


24. Representation at a summer school of missions. 
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APPENDIX A—FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY, SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, FOR 1942-1943 


a ss Ea 
2 ze Gs! 
3 | § a eine | oe are egy ts 2 
= o a =] a 2 = @ ® 1S 
5 S o) E & = Be ei g a S 
NAME OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY a a “ 2 2 Ez o me = S a g is) 5 2 
Ke 2 55 = 2 a By @ to Eo ° 3 a ro) = 3 be n 
= 3 HE S £ = € He == 5g = = : 2 3 ce) 4 
2 = = z E 8 i ae || =s82| 8 s S 4 5 s 3 
5 zi go] = 5 é 5 seq | at | § = 2 s 2 z 2 g 
< = om i s) a x5 86 ni a a a a ag 5 = a 
Alhambra, Grace (First) ... 2.00 $ $ 1.00||$ > ~6©30.00/$ 6.00/$ 45.00 7a a == ae aay 3.10 
Alhambra, Grace (Dr. Anna S. Kugler) . 5.00 2.77) 1.00] 1.00 isso|” “o7|* 10:00 as|* yeu) 14:00 § brsel’ 190 x : oh 
Berkeley, St. Michael's (Louisa Miller) . 2.00 3.00] 1.55] 1.00) 1.00] 25.20) 4:00] 30.00] 2:00] 5.25] 23:00| 37.84{ 2.10 10.00] 147.94 
Berkeley, St. Michael's (Fidelis) 1.00! 1.00 13.20) 4.00 2.75] 5.00 ‘ 1.10 : 28.05 
Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Dorcas) ....:.. 1.00 2.50) 1.00] 1.00 15.30] 4.00] 10.00 3.25 10.00/ 23.66/ 1.20 10.00 82.91 
Beverly Hills (Women of the Church| .. | 1.00} 1.00 19.80} 4.00 4.00] 16.¢0| 28.80] 1.80 j 76,40 
Beverly Hills (EKF) 4.00 | 1.00 1.00 2.00 15,00 1.00] 10.00 2.00 2.20; 9.00 3.14 2.20 52.59 
Fresno, First a 8.15 33.10 10.00 2.25 6.25] 25.00 36,42 3.00 124.17 
Fresno, First (Chi Rho Circle) 8.00 1.00 1.00 21.00 25.00 4.50] 19.00 23.83 1.70 105.03 
Gardena, St. John’s 1.00 20.50 400] 8.00 22:70| 200 58.20 
Glendale, First (Johanno S. Beasom) ... 7.00} 95.00) 14.00) 18.00 1.00 5.00 85.20| 26.00] 60.00 17.75] 71.00) 220.00 8.00 10.00 637,95 
Glendale, First (Pi Rho Theta) 19.50) .. 10.00 6.38 35.88 
Hollywood, First 70.00} 3.00] 5.00) 1.00] 3.00; 38.40] 3.00] 25.00 |$.00| 32.00] 51.75] 3.20 234.35 
Hollywood (Florence E. Welty) ..- 1.00 24.00 5.00} 20.00 13.25 2.50 65,75 
Hunt, Park, St. Luke’s (Gospel Light).. 2.00 1.00 27.60 5.82. 83.00 |5.75| 18.00 80.37 2.20 60 226.34 
Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Go Ye)... 4.00 22.80 4.00} 16.00 22.66 80 70,26 
Long Beach Trinity .... 4.00 1.00 1.00 40.00 30.00 8.00| 10.00 53.00 3.00 150.00 
Los Angeles, Bethany (First) 35.00 2.00 2.00 9.00 2.00} 10.00 2.50] 10.00 ae 72.50 
Los Angeles, Bethany (Second) 1.00 18.00 30.00 3.00] 12.00 12.35 2.40 79.75 
Los Angeles, First (Women of Church) .| 100.00 25.00 1.00 2.00 51.00] 16.73] 50.00 10.00} 40.00 150.00 5.00 450,73 
Los Angeles, First (DRH) 4.50 4,50 
Los Angeles, Inglewood Holy Trinity .. 20.00 5.00 5.00 10.00 40.00 
‘Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (First) 14.00 1.00 1.00 24.00 1.00} 25.00 5,00 5.00} 20.00 52.00 2.00 150.00 
Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Loving Hearts) 1.00 12.30 2.50 5.00 10.00 1.10 31.90 
‘Los Angeles, St. Paul's 1.00 1.00 9.00 10.00 21,00 
Hollywood St. Matt. (Mena Spirer) .. 1.00 5.00 ! 5.00 1.00 1.00 17.80 5.50! 40.00 1.50 4.00} 16.00 35.00 1.30 5.00 139,10 
N. Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Faith) 1.00 18.30 5.00} 20.00 5.00 3.75| 15.00 37.00 1.60 106.65 
Oakland, First (Queen Hsther) : 25.00 13.50 2.00 1.00} 22.80 3.00] 65.00 8.00 3.65| 19.00 46.00 2.00 200.95 
Oakland, First (Louisa Miller) 1.00 1.00 : 12.00 2.00} 10.00 1.00 2.50 6.52 1.00 37,02 
1.00 1.00 7.20 2.00| 20.00 1.00 1.50 6.00 19.21 .60 59,51 
4.00 5.00 1.00 38.20] 12.00 10.00 8.00) 26.00 92.00 3.40 1.00 200.60 
60.00} 10.00 12.64 1.00 2.00 30.00| 12.12| 25.00 8.00 6.25) 25.00 73.89 2.50 4.00] 10.00 282.40 
3.90 10.00 4.50 1.00 1.00 23.70] 10.20] 10.00 8.75 5.00} 22.00 35.10 2.00 136.25 
Z one 3.00 1.00 23.70 5.00! 40.00 5.00} 20.00 29.59 2.10 130.39 
Richmond, Grace (In His Service) | | 1.00 19.20 2.50 4.00 37.20 1.60 65.50 
‘Riverside, Trinity (Mission Guild) 3.00 1.00 8.00 7.60} 35.00 3.25] 13.00 33.00 103.85 
iverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl) 1.00 12.40 3.25] 138.00 25.50 1.30 56.45 
ramento, First (Bethany) 3.00 ! 2.00 1.00 16.00 3.65; 10.00 1.00 3.50} 14.00 23.50 2.00 79.65 
‘amento, St. John’s (First) 25.00 5.00 1.00 18.50 3.00 5.00 2.50} 12.00 43,57 2.00 117.57 
Tramento, St. John’s (Dorcas) . 25.00 2.00 1,00 24.90 1.00} 10.00 5.00 22.91 2.00 93.81 
Bernardino, First (M. Standish) .... 1.00 1.00 8.50 10.00 2.00 3.00 8.00 1.00 1.50 36.00 
n Diego, First (Leisining) 50.00 1.10 6.37 1.00 19.80 7.75] 10.00 4.00] 21.00 62.35 3.60 186.97 
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Santa Monica, St. Paul’s . 2.00) 45,00 1.00 1.00 1.00 24.30 30.00 5.00! 20.00 69.50 2.00 200.80 
Convention Offering (1942) ..... 5 | 62:97 A 62.97 
= 53.10/$141.52 i -50|$182.71 $863.00/$ 61.85|$273.62/$770.001$1,795.00/$ 94.40 $ 4.60/$ 46.00/$_ 6,099.50 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR 
1944 - 1945 


President see aw canbe Ne Use urera ies The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr, M.A., D.D. 
1650 Capistrano Avenue, Glendale 8, California 
insta Wicee Presi cle rites mtn pect mere Sg eee The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
659 - 16th Street, Oakland 12, California 
Second pVice=bresicen tat a a ee The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
997 E. Walnut Street, Pasadena 7, California 
SSCROIAIQCS ees ens ae koe ey ee ee The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 
1320 Second Avenue, San Diego 1, California 
PRROASUTORS ee ee ee ee ee William B. Scheehl 


5924 Contra Costa Road, Oabland 11, California 


Sta LS Cte The ee ere ee nag ae ae The Rev. Henry Scherer 
630 Ferger Avenue, Fresno 4, California 


1 Nagel oul Cs saateeiek = tees nana ee Mebane The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 


3119 W. Sixth Street, Los Angeles 5, California 


TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 


The Rev. James P. Beasom Jr., D.D., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., 
William B. Scheehl, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., William 
: B. Scheehl, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, 
F. C. Noel, William Capel 


THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 


The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., 
The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
1945—The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., W. E. Lebold 
1946—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., L. S. Johnston 


THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
1945—The na A. D. Knudten—The Rev. J. S. Herold, D.D. 
1946—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., (Convenor)—The Rev. J. Edward Oslund 
1947—The Rev. Francis C. Pryor—The Rev. Richard Drumond, Ph.D 
THE FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 
1945—The Rev. Edward N. Spirer 1946—The Rev. Charles P. Smith 
1947—The Rey. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., Chairman 
THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
1945—The Rev. Arthur Alm — The Rev. J. Edward Oslund, Chairman 
1946—The Rev. W. R: Mottern, Litt.D. — The Rev. Henry Irving Kohler, D.D. 
1947—The Rev. Dale Click — The Rev. Charles F. Oehler, DD. 
HISTORIAN 
The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D. 


THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 
The Rev. Clifford B. Holand, Chairman — The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
The Rev. Robert J. Marshall 
PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 
The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp 
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Ee THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
Miss Irene Gerfen, Secretary — 233 So. Kenwood Street, Glendale 5, California 
Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, Treasurer—6616 Irving Street, North Hollywood, California 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISERS 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Harold Lorimer 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter 


NECROLOGIST 
The Rev. William E. Crouser, D.D. 
CHAPLAIN 


The Rev. H. C. Lindsay Alternate — The Rev. Eldon Miller 


THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE : 
P. O. Narveson, Chairman — Charles Hushaw — Clarence Derr 
George H. Lark — The Rev. Henry Scherer 


THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 
The Rev. Charles P. Smith, Chairman — The Rev. John B. Nield, Mus.D, 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 


THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINUTES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. Carl Miller, Chairman — The Rev. Henry F. Schmidt 
The Rev. J. Benner Weaver 


THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
The Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, D.D., Chairman — The Rev. B. L. Westenbarger 
The Rey. Otto Becker — The Rev. Herman Lucas 


THE COMMITTEE ON REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 
The Rev. Joseph Peterson, Chairman — The Rev. Charles P. Smith 
The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman — Percy Peterson 


THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., Chairman — The Rev. A. J. Soldan, D.D, 
The Rev. Phillip Bergstresser — F. J. Bowman — W. F. Benning 


t THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONS 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., Chairman — The Rev. Francis C. Pryor 
The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D. 


THE STUDENT WORK COMMITTEE 
The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, Chairman — The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter 
Edward Nelson — The Rev. Franklin P. Smith — The Rev. August Claus 


THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, Chairman — The Rev. W. S. Dysinger, D.D., The Rev. 
William F. Poat, L.L.D., The Rev. John R. Broyer, Ph.D., The Rev. John C. Bitter 


THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 


THE GOLDEN STATE LUTHERAN 
Editor — The President of Synod 
Associate Editors: The Rev. Guy L. Hudson — The Rev. Joseph Peterson 


THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Charles F. Oehler, D.D. 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Sylvanus H. Yerian, Ph.D., D.D. 
THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
The Rev, J. Edward Hoick, D.D., Chairman — The Rev. William E, Crouser, D.D. 
The Rev. Oscar H. Gruver, D.D. 
THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Chairman — The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 
The Rev, J. Edward Hoick, D.D. 
AUDITORS 
O. W. Weibel — H. B. O’Brien 
THE NEXT CONVENTION 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 997 E. Walnut Street, Pasadena, California, 
April 23-26, 1945 
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MINUTES 


of the 


F ifty-Third Annual Convention 


of the 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
of California 


FIRST SESSION 


San Francisco, California, May 1, 1944, 7:45 p.m. 
The fifty-third annual convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California opened with the confessional service followed by the administration 
of the Holy Communion. Liturgist: The Rev. E. A. Vosseler; Administrants: the 
Rev. H. A. Anspach, D.D., the Rev. H. Paul Romeis, and the Rev. J. George Dorn, 
D.D.; Homolist: The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., who used as his text Ephesians 
III. Greetings were brought from the U.C.L.A. to the St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the dedication of the Church build- 
ing by the Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, D.D. Special music was furnished by the 
St. Mark's choir. 


SECOND SESSION 


San Francisco, California, May 2, 1944, 9:00 a.m. 
The chaplain, the Rev. Paul Wolpert, conducted the devotions using as his 
theme “God's Plan’’ and based it upon the text of Ephesians 1:4. 


The Fifty-third annual convention was opened by President James P. Beasom, 
Jr., by the use of the prescribed form. 


The Rev. Charles P. Smith, chairman of the committee on Reference and 
Counsel presented the report which was adopted. 


The first order of business was the roll call, followed by the presentation of 
the new members: the Rev. Paul Wolpert, the Rev. Henry Scherer and the Rev. 
Joseph Peterson. 


The following guests were presented and given the right of the floor: The 
Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, official representative of the U.L.C.A., the Rev. Rose 
Heidy, and the Rev. Fred Heins, defense area pastors with the Nationa] Lutheran 
Council, Chaplain Elwood Schwenk, of the Army of the U. S., The Rev. Milton 
J. Bieber, D.D., Board of American Missions’ missionary pastor and organizer, 
The Rev. R. B. Wiederanders and the Rev. R. H. Rismiller, of the American 
Lutheran Church, and the Rev. J. F. Lorimer, of the Augustana Synod. 


The following resolution was presented signed by Pastors Beasom, Anspach, 
H. P. Romeis, E. A. Vosseler and Mr. William Scheehl: 


RESOLUTION 


“Be it resolved that the Amendment of By-Law 5, passed in 1937, 
be stricken from the By-laws and that all Delegates to the National con- 
vention of the U.L.C.A. shall be nominated and elected at the meeting 
of the synod prior to the U.L.C.A. Convention.” 


The Resolution was referred to the committee on Constitutions, who later 
reported it back favorably and it was then adopted by the convention. 
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The President of Synod presented the following report: 
THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
“Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Salutation: We meet in historic San Francisco and_.in historic St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church of San Francisco, during the celebration of the latter's Golden 
Anniversary of her building. Those who brought our faith to this far western 
country and those who builded the Church here now rise up to inspire us to 
adventure and to build in the challenging west of our day. As our Master guided 
our pioneer ancestors in the faith, we pray that He will guide us to do His will 
that, as His most holy Church, we may be a fit vessel to bring His kingdom to 
come in victory and peace. 


The War: We meet during a time of great emergency. Our nation is at war. 
From our churches have gone many hundreds of men and women into the 
armed forces of our country. Some have already paid the supreme price. Others 
have been wounded and have been returned to hospitals in our land; a few are 
back in our congregations. Families have been broken; husbands have been 
drafted; whole households are employed in the war effort. It is necessary for 
us to keep alive the blessed Gospel which assures those who believe, that the 
Christian's eternal home is in heaven and that the Lord will not leave His people 
comfortless. Moreover, it behooves us to recagnize the importance of our 
sessions. Our only justification for meeting when transportation is so vital and 
hotel rooms are so in demand is that we are contributing an essential service 
when we do the work of our Father in heaven. Let us give ourselves whole- 
heartedly to this that from our convention there shall come that enthusiasm to 
finish the unfinished business of our God that the day of eternal triumph might 
dawn, and that we may soon see our blessed Saviour face to face. 


Thanksgiving: In spite of the war, and perhaps due to the war, our work 
has progressed. Many hundreds of unchurched families have come within the 
parishes of our Synod. A goodly number of these have united with our congre- 
gations. They have given to us a new life and a new vision. The added flow 
of wealth has given to our churches increased offerings, and a sizeable portion 
of these has been shared in benevolences with the larger church, Our Synod 
leads the list of sister synods in the United Lutheran Church in America in the 
percentage of benevolences paid. Our local congregations have benefited, 
likewise. Some have paid their mortgaged indebtedness in full. A number 
of mission congregations have become self-supporting. These and all other 
blessings are due to the Lord to Whom we lift up our hearts in petitions of 
gratitude. 


Missions: There are three principle areas of definitely mission territory in 
the United States; one of these is on the field of our Synod. The Board 
of American Missions has recognized the strategic nature of this section and 
has sent Board organizers to develop new missions in the persons of the Rev. 
Henry Scherer, the Rev. M. J. Bieber, D.D., and the Rev. Paul Gerberding. A new 
congregation has been brought into being in San Mateo under the leadership 
of Pastor Scherer, and charter members have already signed the membership 
rolls at Altadena and North Long Beach, where Dr. Bieber and Pastor Gerber- 
ding are working respectively. Plans have been underway to develop six more 
missions with the assistance of the Board of American Missions. During the 
past summer, through the help of the Board, six seminary students worked in 
our congregations. Besides these contributions from the Board of American 
Missions, most of the congregations have been visited by members of the staff 
of the Board and the synodical president, and both financial help and advice 
were given where needed, Your president would like to thank personally the 
members of the Board of American Missions, the staff members and assistants 
for the complete cooperation given during the past two years. With such help 
and the guidance of almighty God, we may move rapidly in our march of 
missions to occupy for the Lord this vast area of the California Synod. 


Lutheran World Action: Our Synod was one of the synods of the United 
Lutheran Church in America that paid more than 100% for Lutheran World 
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Action during the past year. But the work must go on, and every congregation 
must share with the world program some of the goods which the Lord God has 
given so abundantly into our treasuries. 


100% for Benevolence: The special joy comes not only in the fact that we 
are paying our benevolences 100%, but that almost all of our congregations are 
paying 100%. It is our prayer that every congregation during 1944 will have 
this privilege. It can be done when pastor and people work for the extension of 
the kingdom of God both at home and abroad. : 


Application for Admission: The St. Andrew's Lutheran Church of San Mateo, 
recently organized by the Rev. Henry Scherer, has made application into the 
fellowship of our Synod. And, while action has not been taken as yet, we desire 
to welcome this congregation into our family of congregations. 


The Pension Plan: A number of the congregations and pastors of Synod have 
made application for membership in the pension plan of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. But there are still a larger number who have not even 
considered the plan. Your president urges every pastor to take this matter 
up immediately with his congregation, if he has not already done so. 


Our Chaplains: There has been released from the congregations of our 
Synod a proportionately larger number of pastors to the chaplaincy than in most 
of our sister bodies. There are others planning to enter; one expects a call in 
the near future to the Navy (The Rev. Franklin Swanson). Word from these men 
proves that they are doing a sacrificial and beneficial service. We shall con- 
tinue to pray that the Lord may bless them. 


Vacancies: Your president has made an extended trip to-the east visiting 
many of the theological seminaries of our Church. From these contacts a large 
number of young men will accept calls to our vacant congregations, so that by 
the .close of school this spring almost all if not all of our congregations shall be 
manned by pastors. 


Retirements and Death: Through retirement and death._we are losing from 
our active pastorates five former presidents of synod: (by retirement) The Rev. 
W. E. Crouser, D.D., The Rev. J. Edward Hoick, D.D., The Rev. Herbert J, Weaver, 
D.D., and The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., and (by death) the Rev. William 
H. Derr, D.D., These men have contributed much to our Synod’s growth and 
development. They have made many sacrifices for the larger church. Those 
who still live will continue to assist actively in our work. We thank God for them 
and shall ever pray that the Lord will make us worthy of following them in 
their service in the kingdom. 


Our College and Seminary: War time brings its problems to our institutions. 
We dare not neglect them in this hour of their need. Since Midland College and 
Western Theological Seminaries are institutions of our Synod, they should be 
given special consideration not only by the Synod as a whole but, also, by the 
congregation of Synod. 


Our Retired Pastors: Although a number of retired pastors are counted as 
such on the records of the Church, many of them are extremely active within 
our congregations and in supplying pulpits in vacant congregations, To them 
and to all who have assisted in keeping regular services in all of our churches, 
we express our sincere appreciation. 


For the church at large and for myself, I acknowledge with grateful heart 
the cooperation and helpfulness of all of the pastors and congregations of 
Synod, the members of the Executive Board and all officers and committee 
members, without which our work could not have been done. 


Deaths: The Rev. William H. Derr, D.D., 


Resignations: The Rev. William E. Crouser, D.D., The R Earn: 
Trabert, D.D., The Rev. J. Edward Hoick, D.D., The Rev. Herbert |. Weaver bh 
The Rev. A, C, Knudten, Chaplain D. Edward Wright, The Rev. Franklin A. 
Swanson, The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, and the Rev. John B. Nield, 
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_ Calls Accepted: The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sac- 
ramento; The Rev. John B. Nield, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Los Angeles; Rev. 
Paul Wolpert, First Lutheran Church, Sacramento; The Rev. Joseph Peterson, 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Vallejo; The Rev. Henry Scherer, First Lutheran 
Church, Fresno; The Rev. Charles P. Smith, St, Luke's Lutheran Church, 
Huntington Park. 


Calls Accepted by Students: Harold Lorrimer of Western Theological Semi- 
nary, Grace Lutheran Church, San Jose; Dr. Richard H. Drummond, of Gettys- 
burg Theological Seminary, St. Michael's Lutheran Church, Berkeley; Robert 
James Marshall, of Chicago Theological Seminary, Grace Lutheran Church, Al- 
hambra; J. Emory Ackerman, of Gettysburg Theological Seminary, St, John's 
Lutheran Church, Gardena; J. B. Weaver, of Gettysburg Theological Seminary, 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Inglewood; Dale Click, of Hamma Divinity School, 
St. Andrew's Lutheran Church, San Mateo; Phillip Bergstresser, Gettysburg 
Theological Seminary, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Oakland; Eldon Miller, Hamma 
Divinity School, Synodical Missions. 


Dedications: Two beautiful buildings of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Inglewood, were dedicated during the past year. The first of these a small 
chapel was erected after the fire which burned the church building in which 
the congregation was worshipping. This little chapel served as an office and 
meeting place for church groups. Since the erection of the second building, 
which eventually will be the parish house, the small chapel has been turned into 
a children’s chapel. The very beautiful parish house is now serving as a church 
proper. It is well constructed and houses acceptably this growing congregation. 
The Rev. Franklin Swanson, pastor of this congregation, should be commended 
for his outstanding work in this mission field. 


Work in the Congregations: This will be given as an addition to the presi- 
dent's report at the convention of Synod. 


For all of these blessings, we thank almighty God, asking Him to ‘continue 
His presence with us as we seek to do His bidding. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES P. BEASOM, JR. 
President of Synod 


SUPPLEMENTARY PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Congregational Advancements 


The year 1943 was a year of tremendous accomplishments within the con- 
gregations. In these the President of Synod wishes to express a word of com- 
mendation to both Pastors and members. Outward signs of advancement, when 
coupled with spiritual progress, will bring the kingdom of God. 


ALHAMBRA GRACE. The entire indebtedness: has been paid and plans 
have been made for advancement with the coming of the new Pastor. 


ALTADENA COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH held its initial service on 
March 26th, 1944. Although the ground work was laid for this mission during 
the year 1943, the actual inauguration did not begin until the above date. A 
large property has been purchased upon which is located a six-room house 
suitable for church services and parish work, as well as a parsonage. 


BERKELEY ST. MICHAEL'S. Due to the economical administration of the 
past year over $2000.00 has been invested in War Bonds to be used in the 
future program of the church. 


BEVERLY HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH. The Children of the Church has 
been organized and meets weekly with increasing interest. A weekly news 
letter goes to more than fifty men in the armed services. 
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FRESNO FIRST. Despite a six month’s vacancy the year 1944 has begun by © 
setting all time records in church attendance. A parsonage has been purchased. 


FRESNO ST. PAUL'S. Common service books have been purchased and are 
in regular use. For the first time the apportionment has been paid in full. The 
Sunday School is growing. 


FRESNO WARTBURG. Improvements have been made in all the departments 
of the church. 


GARDENA ST. JOHN'S. Attendance increased 40%. Indebtedness paid 
in full. The 20th anniversary celebrated. 


HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH. The indebtedness paid in full. In- 
creased attendance at church and Sunday School. Benevolences paid in full. 


HUNTINGTON PARK ST. LUKE'S. The last year at St. Luke’s has shown 
steady growth in all departments. A Brotherhood has been organized and 
apportionment and Lutheran World Action paid in full. 


INGLEWOOD, HOLY TRINITY has constructed two buildings of their pro- 
posed three-building church plant: A Children’s Chapel and a parish house, the 
latter is now being used for church services. Advancement has been noted in 
all departments. 


LONG BEACH, TRINITY. Debt reduced $2000.00. Plans laid for complete 
cancellation of debt in the near future. Fifty new members were recently 
received. 


LOS ANGELES, FIRST ENGLISH. Record attendances at services and at 
communion have been noted. $21,000.00 parish house and parsonage has been 
purchased just north of the present church property. Large number of new 
members have been received. 


LOS ANGELES, ENGLISH. The Rev. G. C. Blessin has been called and 
installed as associate Pastor and fine progress is being made. 


LOS ANGELES, BETHANY. Church painted and water-proofed exterior. 
Interior refinished. Cross donated and placed on the gable. Indebtedness re- 
financed with the Board of American Missions. $500.00 paid on Pastor's salary 
deficit. Membership increased. 


LOS ANGELES, ST. PAUL'S. Repairs have been made to the building. A 
100% increase in attendances. Benevolences are now being paid in full. 


LOS ANGELES, ST. MARK’S. Splendid progress is being made under the 
new pastorate and attendances have increased in all departments. 


LOS. ANGELES, WESTWOOD VILLAGE. This congregation, although wor- 
shipping in rented property, is making plans for the purchase of a site upon 
which they contemplate erecting a church building. 


NORTH HOLLYWOOD, ST. MATHEW’S. Tremendous advancement has 
been made in all departments and ministry has been given to the military forces 


in the area. A Chapel has been erected in one of the Camps where the Pastor 
has held regular services. 


_ OAKLAND, FIRST. $5000.00 paid on old indebtedness. Work has been begun 
on the complete re-decoration and modernization of the entire church plant. 


PASADENA, TRINITY. A large amount of the indebtedness of the congrega- 


tion has been paid and plans are under way to burn the mort 
anniversary in August of 1944. ‘ dee a Se 


PHOENIX, GRACE. Crowded attendances are noted each Sunday and an 
added morning service has been required. Plans are being made for an assist- 


ant to the Pastor. 
REDLANDS, FIRST. A decided improvement in attendance and a re-painting 
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of the Church and parsonage has taken place. 


RICHMOND, GRACE. Indebtedness paid in full, Weekly radio time pur- 
chased by the Brotherhood. Rear wall of Church removed and sliding doors 
installed and all improvements paid in full. 


RIVERSIDE, TRINITY. The 50th anniversary of the founding of the church 
a celebrated on April 23rd, with Dr. W. J. Weaver, a former pastor, preaching 
the sermon. 


SACRAMENTO, FIRST. An increase of 70 communing members and a 
branch Sunday School with 76 scholars has been noted. 


SACRAMENTO, ST. JOHN'S. Increased attendances have been noted and 
improvements have been made in the Church. 


SAN BERNARDINO, FIRST. Complete painting and decorating of the 
church. Attendance records high. Benevolences paid in full. A record Easter 
Sunday, both in attendance and finances. 


SAN DIEGO, FIRST. A 100% increase in attendances. Plans for the calling 
of a full time parish worker. Public address system installed. Freewill offerings 
inaugurated in all church organizations. 


SAN FRANCISCO, FIRST. Repairs have been made and future plans dis- 
cussed with the President of Synod. 


SAN FRANCISCO, TEMPLE. Plans for the complete re-beautification of the 
church have been made. $344.00 of this has been reached by the local congre- 
gation, the balance by the Board of American Missions and the Synod. 


SAN FRANCISCO, ST. MARK’S. $4000.00 spent on the modernization of the 
plant, repairs, installations of rest-rooms, etc. Plans are under way for the 
observation of the Jubilee Anniversary during 1944. Benevolences paid in full 
and increased attendances. 


SAN FRANCISCO, ST. MATTHEW'S. Mortgage paid in full. Church win- 
dows repaired, Benevolences paid in full. 


SAN MATEO, ST. ANDREW'S. Although work was laid for this congrega- 
tion during 1943, it was not organized until March 26, 1944, under the leadership 
of Rev. Henry Scherer. 


SANGER, ST. PAUL'S. Payments made on mortgage and work being carried 
on in spite of the removal of many members into defense areas and young men 
into the armed services. 


SANTA BARBARA, GRACE. New members received, apportionment paid 
in full. Increased attendance and plans are being made for the renovating of 
the church plant. 


SAN JOSE, GRACE. A re-financing has taken place with the Board of 
American Missions and the congregation is looking forward to the coming of 
the young Pastor. Benevolences paid in full. 


SANTA MONICA ST. PAUL'S has just finished the most encouraging year 
of her history. A large part of her indebtedness has been paid. Increased at- 
tendances have been noted and benevolences paid in full. 


VALLEJO, ST. PAUL'S. Tremendous advancement has been made with in- 
creased attendances. Benevolences paid in spite of non-apportionment and 
plans are being made looking forward to the erection of a church building. 


Respectfully submitted, 
James P. Beasom, Jr. 


It was moved, seconded and carried that the report be referred to the 
committee on President's Report. 
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The following Convention Committees were appointed: 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES | 


President's Report: Rev. A. C. Knudten, Chairman — Rev. August Claus, David 
M. Bell, A. J. Spindt 


Regeiucoe?. Rev. Paul Wolpert, Ghaimaen — Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., Rev. 
D. J. Snyder, D.D., Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Percy Peterson, R. L. Kluck 


Reference and Counsel: Rev. Chas. P. Smith, Chairman — Rev. Paul Wolpert, 
Ed. Nelson, Howard Weiseman. 


Claims: Wm. B. Scheehl, Chairman — Rev. Herman Lucas, Rev. A. Soldan, D.D., 
Harry Hahn 


Letters and Papers: Rev. H. I. Kohler, D.D., Chairman — Rev. B. L. Westenbarger, 
Rev. Guy L. Hudson 


Excuses: Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter, Chairman — Rev. Orval Awerkamp, Mr. L. 
. Lingle, Mr. L. Varblow ’ 


Tellers: Rev. Robert S. Romeis, Chairman — Rev. J. Peterson, F. J. Bowman, 
W. E. Lebold 


Assistant to the Secretary: Rev. Arthur Alm 
Convention Reporter to “The Lutheran”: Rev. M. J. Bieber, D.D. 


The Treasurer of Synod presented his report with that of the Auditors: 


e 


_ REPORT.OF THE TREASURER 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
January 1, 1948 — December 31, 1943 


BALANCES—January 1, 1943 


Dy MOGACA ML LCaSULY @ 5 = Sen eS $ 646.33 
Calif tomerMissions..2 = 25 185.69 
sindentsWork? Find 2 2 ee 25.00 
Wallejo. Missions Eund?=] =o 492.50 
HO ANGKC Ase alanGes. tere se. il Wie me IS $ 1,349.52 
APPORTIONMENT— ® $14,683.76 
TUT OSV aN Sag Ee ee cael $14,717.45 ; 
Symodicala treasury ease eS 4,806.20 
CalitettomesVissions 525 $92.35 
Midlands Gollege m= = ee hae ee 3,447.62 3,447.62 
TOMA SA pporionmente i Peas ee Se 23,563.62 Re 
UN-APPORTIONED BENEVOLENCES 
Midland College and Western Seminary_-. 913.00 513.00 
Buiheran World Action. es a Se 6,664.58 6,664.58 
Holly wood=Service-Center-222 55°. 3. 22.3. as 995.26 995.26 
San Bernardino Service Center 21.05 21.05 
Ministerial Pensions and Relief 880.32 880.32 
Boardtot Loreign: Missions: 4. 250.59 250.59: 
Parish and Churchi-School. Board... 2 25.00 25.00 
Board ‘of American-Missions- 25 5 5 eae 24.00 24.00 
Board. OMmoocialeMissiGns) a) oe re ee ee 10.00 10.00 
Anferican Bible SOCIELY (i223 A ee ees 26.00 26.00° 
Meebo thal OT et ten = a wa Ree eg te te 31.00 31.00 
Temple Church, San Francisco, Improvement Fund -.... 509.01 144.01 
Lutheran Laymen’s Movement —__-.2.2- 22 e- ene nnene 90.00 50.00 
PBI TICATNAROCM CTO SS escent Ses AS rye a 92.50 92.50 
Lutheran Student Foundation, Berkeley 2. 199.55 199.55 
Holy- Frinity: (Ghurch, Inglewood: <1... 2... a 3.00 3.06. 
Resistancevon: Pastors salaty. =. 150.00 150.00 
Pastor's salary reserve fund, St. John’s, Oakland _..... 225.00 ; 
ManistenaleeaducatOn.. an eee 925.00 
Ministerial Education, Travel allowances -._.............----..- 525.99 525.99 
SIC CITE NOR Ken teres eee a es eee ee es 691.00 716.00 
Vallejo Mission Fund, (paid to Mission)__-..-22.-- 492.50 
Bethel Church san-Jose Fund 25-222 2,260.00 1,436.20 
Expenses of President Student interviews .......--.----=---- 250.00 
Expenses of President Conf. Synodical Presidents ..... 175.00 
Calif. Home Missions for Surveys, etc, —_.....--.--...--- 196.43 
Expenses establishing San Mateo Mission -~1............... 169.92 
Calif. Home Mission Committee, regular expenses ...... 133.20 
Executive Committee expenses ~_..<.-.----------—------- 297.74 
Other Committees expenses =. 10.34 
Salaries and expense allowances —u..-2-22.22-e--eeeeneneeeee 900.00 
REStagOuSlatlONeLY Ne tC ee Re Ss 81.24 
Conventions travelvexpense: 224 167.48 
Miter“ COnVenuOnFtexDeCNSC. 38 es ere sence 75.17 
Printing and mailing Minutes of Synod ~...............-...- 80.00 377.97 
Publishing Golden State Lutheran —...u.--------------------- 208.05 
California Lutheran Camp 91.50 
Yosemite National Park Church —.....2..-2 a. 75.00 
SequolasNational parkiClurch) 2.2. 50.00 
Miscell. expenses and receipts 2 -.<...-------------eeeee 50.00 38.31 


$39,189.99 $35,604.28 
BALANCES—December 31, 1943 


SYHOCICal wreasunyn wiser a Aer re te $ 1,737.05 
Wile CrAe Apportionment 4. se". hn 33.69 
Calif. Home Missions (Gen'] fund) —...... 401.17 
Bethea sam OSemiiinGess ose ee 823.80 
Temple Church, San Francisco fund) -W............ 365.00 
SPelonn se Oakland, fundas eo. fe 225.00 3,585.71 


$39,189.99 $39,189.99 


. 


“HOME FOR THE AGED” FUND 


Gash ion’ hand january. lv 1943.2 $ 4,113.38 
Payments on principal of mortgage —__.--------------.2----+--eeeeeeeeeeoe 100.00 
interest, On wmorigager =. a eee er ee es 14.00 
Interest. UsS: Government Bonds. ee eee 162.50 
Injerest om savings account = y= eee 12.98 
Sale, deed of trust, pee open a Rea apr 
i istribution, Estate of Dr. M. H. Stine —_...---.-..--..--..- : 
Final distribution, «cna 
U. S. Government Bonds purchased ........-2.---- ene *. 3,000.00 
Taxes. on Sierra: Madre property —--..-.-.---u--.ceccecc eee ceneeeeceteeeee 176.46 
Cost of collection, mortgage payments -...-------------22------------ 1.00 3,177.46 
Balance: = December foley [O43 akties ene ee eee $ 2,783.32 
RCashieBalamc eres cine 25 oe ts Ok aN Dele ss ae a ee 2,783.32 
LUsoslGoviermment bOndS<. ce4.0 ss 2 he eee eer ees 8,000.00 
Slenranitadnre: Property, cite = hoe a nate eae 7,500.00 
Gross assets, Home for Aged Fund 22.20... -2seteeeeeeee ee $18,283.32 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL CONDITION OF SYNOD 
December 31, 1943 


Gashein Synodical= lreasuryi-. == = ee = ee oe $ 1,737.05 
iAppontioninentstorcu. Cul 2h on a ee ee 33.69 
Calif. Home Mission Funds 

@encrals umd ee Sh ee ey I ee pee ee $ 401.17 

Bethel'Santjose th uncdek. 2. eer ee at ee 823.80 ~ 

Temple Church, San Francisco Fund W002 2. 365.00 

St) John:s-Church Oakland. Fund<..2... 2 225.00 : 

$ 1,814.97 

Total cash balance on hand, December 31, 1943 $ 3,585.71 
NotessnecelVable a os cee to pe ee Sie Ne e 1,600.00 
Homelor\Aged "Gross assets <.. 2), see 18 283.32 
pPOtalsQrossiaSseis. 22.) he ieee 3 tea eee eee $23,469.03 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. B. SCHEEHL 
Treasurer, Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Calif. 


AUDITORS’ REPORT 


To: The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California: 
We have examined the books and accounts of William D. Scheehl, Treasurer 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, and find them correct. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE AUDITING COMMITTEE 


O. W. Weibel — H. B. O'Brien 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, the archivist of Synod, presented the 
ARCHIVIST’S REPORT 


During the past year, alongside the archives of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Synod of California, which has been under the supervision of Mrs. 
J. Edward Hoick for many years, the material of the Women's Synodical is kept 
very orderly and congratulations are in order for one who has been so careful in 
guarding these treasures of the women's division of our work. 


In the men’s cabinet there have been placed copies of the Golden State 
Reet newspaper clippings and anniversary celebrations which have been 
malled to us. 


There are many celebrations which take place among the churches of our 
Synod each year. These materials make valuable information for historic pur- 
poses. May we solicit the cooperation of each pastor to send to us for filing 
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materials of this nature. We are still looking forward to the day when we can 
have a real fire-proof cabinet to care for our records. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, 


Archivist 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. J. Edward Hoick, D.D., the Historian of Synod, presented 
THE REPORT OF THE HISTORIAN 


In this changing world, history is in the making. Monarchs are being de- 
posed, boundary lines are being modified. The whole creation is groaning in 
the travail of a new age. 


The Church of Jesus Christ, through its many agencies, is endeavoring to 
keep pace with changing conditions. This fact is apparent in the work of the 
Synod of California. With new congregations established and projected—pastors 
coming and going—the Lutherans of the Pacific Southwest are on the march. 
The developments of the past are giving way to the progress of the future. The 
Historian is a busy man. His efforts would be greatly facilitated by the receipt 
of dedication programs, bulletins, and clippings of important events to be in- 
corporated in the archives of Synod. 


Fraternally, 


JOHN EDWARD HOICK 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D., the Necrologist, presented 
THE REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


The Reverend William H. Derr, D.D., entered into the more abundant life 
on February 11, 1944. A memorial service will be held tomorrow afternoon at 
which Drs. Synder, Poat and Anspach will assist the Necrologist, and Dr. Trabert 
will present a eulogy of Dr. E. Clarence Miller, Treasurer of U.L.C.A. 


HERBERT J. WEAVER 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, the Statistician of Synod presented 
THE REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


The statistical sheets posted at the convention of Synod, together with the 
following, constitute the report of the Statistician for 1943. 


The pastors of Synod are to be congratulated upon the report blanks they 
returned to the Statistician. Few errors were noted, and only those of minor 
character. \ 


The reports this year show a definite progress throughout the Synod. The 
Baptized Membership increased 8.7%; the Confirmed Membership increased 
9.5%; and the Communing Membership increased 12.4%. In general the “Acces- 
sions’ show marked increases, and the ‘Losses’ marked decreases. Finances, 
both congregational and benevolent, reached an all-time high. Especially note- 
worthy is the fact that the indebtedness of the congregations was decreased by 
more than $29,000.00. The Sunday School figures, after having dropped for 
the past few years, are again on the up-grade. The Luther League shows a slight 
decrease, as does the membership in Men’s Organizations, but both of these 
totals are definitely affected by present war conditions. On the whole, the reports 
show that this past year was certainly a year of advancement for the California 
Synod. 
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A comparison of the more important totals follows: 


No. Conf. Sou. Conf. Synod - 
Baptized members 384 gain 904 gain . 1288 gain 
Confirmed members 381 gain 577 gain 958 gain 
Communing members 344 gain 381 gain 725 gain 
S. S. School scholars 152 gain 230 gain 382 gain 
Men's Societies members 42 loss 10 gain 32 loss 
Youth Societies members 26 loss 37 loss 63 loss 
Catechumens 35 gain 19 gain 54 gain 
Property valuation $26,762 gain $26,504 gain $53,266 gain 
Congregational expense 3,948 gain 17,783 gain 21,731. gain - 
Benevolence (Apportioned) 1,533 gain 4375 gain 5,908 gain 
Benevolence (Unapportioned) 3,548 gain 9,558 gain 13,106 gain 


Respectfully submitted, 


ROBERT S. ROMEIS, Statistician 
The report was adopted. 


The formal application for admittance into Synod was presented by the 
delegate from St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church of San Mateo. After the acceptance 
of the constitution of the congregation by the Constitution Committee of Synod, 
the motion prevailed that the congregation be accepted into the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of California with a unanimous rising vote. 


Carried. 


Greetings were presented by the representative of the American Lutheran 
Church, the Rev. R. B. Wiederranders. The response was presented by the Rev. 
H. A. Anspach, D.D. 


The motion prevailed that the secretary communicate with all of the chap- 
lains in the armed forces of our Country from our Synod, informing them of our 
prayers on their behalf. 


The Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, D.D., official representative of the U.L.C.A., 
presented his first conference on the United Lutheran Church in America. 


The session was adjourned, followed by a prayer by the Rev. Joseph 
Peterson. 


THE THIRD SESSION 


San Francisco, California, May 2, 1944, 2:00 p.m. 


The devotions were conducted by the Chaplain of Synod. The Roll was 
called followed by the reading~and acceptance of the minutes of the second - 


“session of the convention. 


The Rev. C. F. Oehler, D.D., representative of “The Lutheran”, presented 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CIRCULATION OF “THE LUTHERAN” 


Your Committee, constituted by a representative of both the Northern-and 
Southern Conferences of Synod, sent out letters to all our pastors with appeal 
to increase the circulation of our official church paper, the Lutheran, in their 
respective congregations. Few responses were received by the committee, 
but the report by Mr. A. J. Arbogast, circulation manager in Philadelphia shows 
that there were 1l responses out of 38 congregations responding with 93 new 
subscriptions and 75 renewals. This shows that something can be done if the 
pastor is interested. 


Last year’s report shows that our Synod ‘had 458 subscribers, the quota 
being 488, or 93.8%. According to this year’s report Synod has gone over the 
top with 573 subscriptions, which is 114% of the quota assigned to us by the 
U.L.C.A. This is a very commendable showing, but we should strive to do even 
better than that. 
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We recommend— 


1. That each pastor make an effort to place “the Lutheran” into every mem- 
ber’s home; ' 

2. That the congregations be responsible to place the paper into every 
Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., and in every U.S.O. or other social centers and 
reading rooms for our men in the service. 


“Respectfully submitted, 


Charles F. Oehler 


Sylvanus H. Yerian 
The report was adopted. 


The Report of the Committee on Publications was presented, 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


One of the inevitable results of the present world conflict has been the 
shortage of paper. The printing of books and Bibles has been limited, and all 
publications have been restricted in size and circulation. 


As a consequence, the duties of your Committee on Publications have been 
accordingly abridged. We commend to your careful consideration the new 
series of ‘Christian Growth’ studies sponsored by the Parish and Church School 
Board. The plan is a favorable omen for closer fellowship among Lutherans 


in America. 
THE COMMITTEE 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. W. S. Dysinger, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 


There is evidence of new enthusiasm, interest, and activity in the churches 
of the Synod. Growth in membership, improvement in finances, payment of 
debts, benevolences paid in full or over, the organization of new churches, the 
occupation of new fields, are all forward movements. The reports from sixteen 
pastors of the Synod indicate these improvements. There is little said in their 
reports about prayer meetings, family worship, Bible study, regularity in public 
worship, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, faithfulness at the Lord's 
table. These indicate the spiritual state. 


The progress along these higher and spiritual lines is hard to measure. 
The spiritual growth is measured only by the Divine eye. As pastors we are to 
“teach them to observe all things whatsover I have commanded you”. The re- 


sults are with God. 
W. S. DYSINGER, Chairman 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., Trustee of Midland College and Western 
Theological Seminary, presented the 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE AND 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Your new representative, elected at the meeting of Synod one year ago, 
begs to make the following report concerning the matters at hand. The report 
will come to us in seven steps. 


1. CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION. It is our sincere belief that no part 
of our Church can function unless the young people, who will be the workers 
of tomorrow, keep their faith, and use their talents, in the Church. We cannot 
get figs from thistles and we cannot give our children a pagan education and 
expect them to remain, or become, loyal Christians. 

Our church colleges are ready to serve the Church; they await our in- 
creased support in money and manpower to expand their service, They will 
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become effective in proportion as we, the Church, equip them. Ours is a deci- 
sion of the result. ; 


2. SCHOLASTIC, Midland College is fully accredited by the University of _ 
Nebraska, but, to render its most effective service, should be accredited by the 
North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Its Trustees are 
working toward accomplishing this accrediting after the war. For it, the college 
must have a larger guaranteed income by the Synods. 

The faculty has not been reduced during this war period. No departments 
have been curtailed. The organization has been continuing at full strength so 
that when the war ends, and the influx of students begins again, the college will 
be ready for the load. 

The Semiary has four departments: Biblical, Systematic, Historical, and Prac- 
tical Theology. The faculty consists of Professors T. D. Rinds, P. W. H. Frederick, 
Richard R. Syre and Instructors Oscar Lyders and A. O. Frank. Scholastically, 
the College and Seminary are improving. 


3. FINANCIAL. The balance sheet at the end of the first semester, as of 
February 1, 1944, is as follows: 


A. WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


TotalpExpense. 26) i ves oar es Sgt ee $ 3,201.17 

LOtal- Inico iret time. Ce cee en re = 23892 

JB YS aesh ren. ae teem aire eo NPE BBN eae ee See Se $ 2,962.65 
B., MIDLAND COLLEGE 

‘Lotal-lnicomie- <8 whet | eee eet Sess $37,429.47 

Total expense. an Cae eee ete ees 36,894.72 

DUNO sts ee ee ee ee ee $ 534.75 
SUMMARY 

hOtala Expense i saekt Bel tea ee Se AON nee eee $40,095.89 

Total Income 39,023.52 

DS her en ee Ne $ 1,072.37 


These figures tell their own story. Midland College needs encouragement 
from us all if she is to keep up the proper standards and hold her splendid faculty. 


4. ENROLLMENT. The effects of the war are seen in the following succes- 
sion of enrollments. 


1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 


Regular College 603 587 495 301 
Summer School 187 161 171 206 
Seminary 7 11 Bi 19 
Extension Dept. 89 102 153 101 


Midland College lists fourteen Ministerial students as compared to twenty- 
one four years ago. All these will enter the Seminary within the next two years, 
as required by the Selective Service. 


; 9. SIGNIFICANT ITEMS. The Board of Education of the ULCA increased 
its general grant from $8,400.00 to $9,000.00 and added a special grant of $2,400.00, 
= which $1,200.00 was ear-marked for salaries. The remaining amount for the 
ibrary. 

Midland College Emphasis Week, originated by the Fremont Chamber of 
Commerce, has, in five years, brought in more than $15,000.00. 

Five years ago the total support from our eight Synods was $2,712.00. The 
present income from that source is $9,827.00. j 

The Oratorio Chorus, the Orchestra Ensemble, the Midland Film Committee, 
and the basketball team have succeeded in making trips throughout the imme- 


diate vicinity. Appearances have been made before a total of more than 20,000 
persons. 


The morale on the campus has never been higher. Special appreciation is 
due Dean Herman Gimmestad of the College and Dean Thomas D. Rinde of 
the Seminary and to the Director of Student Affairs Rupbert Goodbrod and to 
Dean Adda Newsom for their leadership and influence, 
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The Seminary added new furnace equipment and in general the whole build- 
ing and grounds experienced rejuvenation. 


6. NEEDS. In these times of financial prosperity, your Trustees believe that 
an effort should be made to retire the debt and establish a building fund for a 
dormitory and library after the war. : 

Five years ago, the College debt totalled $106,628.05. The present total debt 
is $84,954.18. The mortgage has been reduced $15,000 under an amortization 
plan adopted six years ago and now stands at $64,819.78. 

Faculty salaries must be raised. Unless they are, our faculty will either be 
penalized for their loyalty or they will be compelled, in the interests of their 
families, to accept positions elsewhere. The average salary is less than $2,000, 
which is a flat salary and makes no allowance for residence or maintenance. 

A fund of $225,000 will enable the College to realize these pressing obliga- 
tions. 


7. RECOMMENDATIONS. Your Trustees respectfully recommend that: 

First, the College administration be authorized to set up a campaign for 
$225,000 and that the Synod co-operate fully, by accepting its quota and assum- 
ing the responsibility of obtaining it, and that this amount! be used to retire the 
debt, increase salaries, and provide a building fund. , 

Second, Synod accept as its objective $1 per communing member to be 
devoted to Midland College and Western Theological Seminary and that this 
objective be realized in the manner most practicable for Synod. 

Third, Synod express its appreciation to the staff and faculties of the College 
and Seminary for a task well done in the midst of difficult circumstances. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, 
Trustee. 


The Rev. Alfred W. Young of the Midland Board spoke on the report. The 
recommendations were considered seriatim. 

Recommendation 1 was referred to the Executive Committee to be reported 
back to the convention at a later session. 

Recommendation 2 was tabled until after the report of the Budget Committee 
of Synod. 

A motion was made and passed that the whole report be held in abeyance 
until a later session. 

The Rev. E. A. Trabert, D.D., Transportation Commissioner of Synod, pre- 
sented the 


REPORT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 


Due to war time restrictions in transportations there is little to report. Diffi- 
culty was encountered in securing passes for members of the Executive Commit- 
tee to attend necessary meetings, but, notwithstanding this, your Commissioner 
was able to secure free transportation upon two occasions. 

The passes for the President of the Synod over the Southern Pacific and 
Santa Fe Railways for the year were renewed. Upon numerous occasions your 
Commissioner was of assistance to members of the Synod in securing Clergy 
rates. The entire expense involved was nominal and no claims will be made. 

It is recommended that the Secretary of the Synod be directed to communi- 
cate with the Southern Pacific and the Santa Fe Railroads expressing our appre- 
ciation for the courtesies granted. It is hardly necessary to state that during the 
coming year greater difficulties may be encountered which might result in the 


elimination of all passes. 
\ Submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, 


Transportation Commissioner. 


The report was adopted. 
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Dr. Trabert was given a vote of thanks for his services to Synod. 

The Rev. A. C. Knudten was appointed a member of the Examining Commit- 
tee of Synod for the balance of the Synodical year. 

After a ten minute recess, the Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, D.D., presented his 
second conference on the U.L.C.A. 

Adjournment was followed by prayer led by Chaplain Calvin Schwenk. 


~ 


EVENING SERVICE 


Tuesday, May 2, 1944, 7:45 p.m. 


Vesper Services were conducted under the Auspices of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society. The Choir of St. Matthews Lutheran Church sang several an- 
thems. Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., President of the W.M.S., presided. The Rev. Albert 
B. Schwertz, D.D., conducted the Liturgical Service. Miss Ruth Juram, Promo- . 
tional Secretary of the W.M.S. of U.L.C.A. gave an address on the subject: “Our 
Wider Horizon”. 


THE FOURTH SESSION 


San Francisco, California, May 3, 1944, 9:00 a.m. 


The morning devotions were conducted by the Chaplain upon the subject: 
“The Passing and the Permanent” based upon Isaiah 54:10. 

After the roll call and the reading of the minutes of the third session, which 
were approved, Rev. E. A. Vosseler presented the 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California in Convention assembled: 
Brethren, 

Your Executive Committee for the year 1943-1944 herewith reports its 
activities since the last meeting of Synod. In accordance with the requirements 
of the Constitution five regular meetings were held. 

Your committee recommends that the names of the Rev. Joseph Peterson 
and the Rev. Henry Scherer be added to the roll of Synod. 

The Committee approved the following: 


1. The securing of necessary stationery and the printing and distribution 
of 1400 copies of synodical minutes. 
2. The coming of Dr. Oscar Carlson, Director of Evangelism, into the territory 
of Synod in January, 1944. 
' 3. Approved the resolution providing for the sale of Bethel Lutheran Church 
property, San Jose, Calif., to the Mennonite Brethren for $6,250.00. 
In agreement with the representatives of Grace Church, Alhambra, Dr. 
J. Edward Hoick was appointed temporary supply. 
5. Approved the licensure of Robert Wheatley upon the recommendation of 
the Examining Committee. 
6. Provisions were made for the securing of properties to carry on work in 
San Mateo, Altadena and North Long Beach. 
7. This committee took exception to the Board of American Mission's policy 
to require Synod to assume financial responsibility for new properties acquired. 
8. Acted to send Pres. Beasom east to recruit men for vacant congregations 
and new missions. : : 
9. Recommended that the interests of Synod in moneys to come from the 
Bernheim property of Pasadena be left in the hands of Pastor H. A. Anspach. 
10. Ordered the printing of 500 copies of the revised synodical constitution. 
a Accepted $1.00 per communicant member as the Lutheran World Action 
goal. 
12. Invested surplus funds in two $1000 Series G Bonds. 
13, Allowed $100 to Board of Social Missions to help defray Dr. Oscar Carl- 
son's expenses. 
14. Unanimously agreed to ask Chaplain D. Edward Wright to endeavor to 
conciliate the differences existent in Grace Church, Alhambra, so that difficulties 
might be resolved and the way opened for the calling of a pastor. 
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1d. Appointment of Pastors Arthur Alm, Carl Miller and C. P. Smith was 
authorized as a Committee to take charge of our Boys Camp. 
= 16. Meeting of Synod was set for St. Mark's Church, San Francisco, May 1— 
th. 


17, We commended the following men retiring from active service in the min- 
istry: Dr. W. Crouser, Dr. H. Weaver, Dr. Earnest Trabert and Dr. J. Edward Hoick. 

18. Accepted the resignation of Robert Paden, lay-member of Executive 
Committee, who entered military service. 


Respectfully submitted, 


The Executive Committee 
Erwin A. Vosseler, Secretary 
The report was adopted. 


Rev. E. A. Vosseler presented the 
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Rev. Arthur Alm was appointed Assistant to the Secretary of Synod. 

The matter of the Chapman College property and the feasibility of its 
purchase was referred to the Social Missions Committee for study. 

The actions of the Home Missions Committee were approved, 

Recommendations: 

1. Since an offer of $5000 was received for the Sierra Madre property, we 
recommend that Synod decide on a sale price. 

2. That we adopt the following By-Law, duly signed according to the con- 
stitution by five signers; viz. “Be it resolved that the Amendment of By-Law 
5, passed in 1937, be stricken from the By-Laws and that all delegates to the 
United Lutheran Convention shall be nominated and elected at the meeting of 
the Synod prior to the U.L.C.A. Convention.” (Signed by Beasom, Vosseler, H. 
P. Romeis, Scheehl, and Anspach.) 

3. That the Resolutions Committee and the Necrologist prepare appropriate 
resolutions of esteem and tribute to the late Dr. E. Clarence Miller, Tr’s. of our 
W.LCzA. 

4. We recommend the adoption of the following budget for the fiscal year 
1944-1945: 


Salaries and expense allowances 


Presidente sot 9 ee ees $600.00 
SC CHE LO ge eee ete ea SN eee ee 100.00 
BOGOR EIT oT Bean ns tiie gerne Ee eS eS 100.00 
Retalishiciarip sen see a ee eee ee 25.00 
ECL Ores Gr: Silene ere ae ee 25.00 $ 850.00 $ 850.00 
Executive and Home Missions Committees expense __....... 500.00 400.00 
@iher Committees, expenses ee 90.00 50.00 
piationery, postage ana-printing: - aie: As 100.00 90.00 
Travel expenses, Synodical Convention — 2. 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Other Convention expenses 2. 90.00 90.00 
Publishing “Golden State Lutheran” eee 300.00 250.00 
Printing Minutes of Synod (Less W.M.S. share) __..... 350.00 325.00 
Wosemile National-park Churchi=2 = Se 75.00 75.00 
mBequcia- National Park’ Church <2 ee 50.00 50.00 
Mamictenral sbOUCdlOn«== tn ee et 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Galitorniavuutheran Cam pi es 125.00 125.00 
Per diem allowance, U.L.C.A. delegates 320.00 320.00 
BIMerGency: TeServie fUNd ee. 2e on tere te 750.00 500.00 
tote) oynodical puaget 9. et $5,520.00  $ 3,085.00 
menor Calif,Home Missions Work —...--. tn 2,500.00 
Midland College (70 on 6582 members) -......-22.2.0.2--.---.-------- 4,607.00 
Pele Cone mapporionment tee an ke 13,805.00 
otal eb icicle bake eee, ete ere ei ae OY ee $26,432.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
ERWIN A. VOSSELER, Secretary 


The report was considered seriatim. 
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Recommendation 1 was amended to read that the Executive Committee was 
authorized to sell the Sierra Madre property of Synod for no less than $10,000.00. 

Carried. - 

Recommendation 2 was accepted at a previous session. 

Recommendation 3 was adopted. 

Recommendation 4 was adopted. : 

The Executive Committee reported back the item on Midland College re- 
ferred to it by the Convention. 


~ 


SPECIAL RESOLUTION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Since the motion prevailed to refer Recommendation I of the Report of the 
Trustees of Midland College to the Executive Committee, your Committee here- 
with desires to present the following resolution: 

“RESOLVED, that Midland College and Western Theological Seminary be 
invited to present their appeal for “Debt-retirement And Advance” to the con- 
gregations of Synod, and that the pastors and members of every congregation 
do all in their power to raise the quota which will be assigned each congrega- 
tion, and the officers of Synod be charged with the responsibility of encouraging 
and assisting in the appeal, to the end that the quota assigned to Synod will be 
raised.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
ERWIN A. VOSSELER, Secretary 
Carried. 


The supplementary reports of the Executive Committee were adopted as 
amended. 

Permission was granted by a two-thirds vote for a special resolution to be 
presented to the convention by Mr. F. C. Noel. 


SPECIAL RESOLUTION 
RESOLVED THAT: ; 


Whereas, present financial conditions generally and those of the Synod 
particularly are such as to make a real forward step in Synod feasible; 

Whereas, more and more the burdens of the office of the President of Synod 
becomes increasingly greater, making it difficult for one who heads a parish 
to carry on the functions of the office with the highest possible degree of effi- 
ciency; 

Whereas, the present and future place of California in the nation, the influx 
of population, this and other factors make the immediate future one which may 
be very fruitful in the development of our Synod if we put forth our utmost 
' efforts under the test of leadership, and, 

Whereas, it has been demonstrated what capable leadership can do under 
favorable conditions: 

Be it resolved that the Synod of California act now to make the office of 
presidency a full time position, with salary commensurate with the office. 

A motion prevailed that this resolution be referred to a special committee. 

Carried. 

The Committee appointed: Dr. Anspach, chairman; Dr. Schwertz 
Mr. Noel, and Mr. William Capel. spiebeipirice 

The Budget Committee's report was deferred until after the report of the 
special committee. 

The report of the Trustees of Midland College and Western Theological Semi- 
nary was brought up for reconsideration. : 

Recommendation 3 was adopted. 

The report was adopted as a whole. 

The Rev. William E. Crouser, D.D., presented the 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 


We recommend the Secretary for the accuracy with which he has recorded 
Slee ea of the last convention and the artistic form in which they are pre- 
sented. 


24 


We recommend: 


1. That all degrees and titles of the members be printed in the official roll 
of the convention and omitted elswhere in the minutes. 

2. That the names of the committeemen be printed in connection with their 
report. 

3. That the Executive Committee be requested to consider a more convenient 
arrangement of the pages on which appears the table of Parochial Reports. 

4. That the written Protocol be discontinued and that the Secretary be 
instructed to certify to the accuracy of at least five copies of the printed minutes; 
one for himself, one for the President, one for the Archives, one for the Secretary 
of the U.L.C.A., and the other or others as occasions may demand. 

S. That the Committee on Constitution be requested to present some way 
whereby the Presidents of the two Conferences shall be duly accredited in the 
printed minutes with their election as Vice-Presidents. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. E. CROUSER 


Recommendation to consjder seriatim carried. 
Recommendation 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation 2 was adopted. 
Recommendation 3 was adopted. 
Recommendation 4 was stricken from the report. 
Recommendation 5 was adopted. 

The Report was adopted as a whole. 


The Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


While all organizational life in the congregations has been affected more or 
less by present war conditions, that of the women seems to have suffered least. 
Even in societies where some of the members have joined the ranks of the work- 
ing class the activities of the groups have not been curtailed. Reports show all 
organizations keeping up their high standard of work and study. The members 
find and express their loyalty to the Church in service and contributions to its 
program along all lines. 

In 90% of the twenty-four churches reporting the Guilds or Ladies’ Aids 
have the largest membership. However, the missionary groups have had by far 
the greatest gains the past year. Several churches have organized successfully 
into the “Women of the Church’’ and where this has been done it appears to 
have increased the missionary interest. 

In reply to the questions as to the percentage of church women enrolled in 
the women’s organizations, one church reports as high as 95% and one as low 
as 15%. The average is 47%. That indicates that less than one half of the women 
in our churches are actively connected with the women’s organizations. To uti- 
lize the woman power of the Church is one of its most important questions. The 
Church always has had and always will have a certain contribution which it 
can make only through its women as a group. The “Women of the Church’ is 
perhaps the best answer. 

As to attendance, one society reports 100% of its membership regularly at- 
tending its meetings, but the average is 75%. 

In addition to their regular schedule most societies have engaged in Red 
Cross work and in assisting at the various Service Centers. One Society has 
given 1175 hours to this and another leads all the Churches of the city in its 
Red Cross activities. With Paul we pay tribute to those women who have la- 
bored so faithfully with us in the gospel. 

Respectfully submitted, 
D. J. SNYDER, D.D., 


The report was adopted. 
The Rev. Orval Awerkamp presented the 
REPORT OF THE PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 


A number of items relative to the interest of the Parish and Church School 
Board have or soon will be’history in the life of our church. Possibly the most 
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pertinent item is the introduction of the new Sunday School course known as 
the “Christian Growth Series.’’ The new series is being prepared in cooperation 
with the American Lutheran Church and the Augustana Synod. The first quarter 
for the primary, the junior, and the intermediate departments will be ready for 
introduction in the Sunday Schools in October. Copies for examination should 
be ready for distribution in the late spring. Material for the second and follow- 
ing quarters will begin to appear in about two years. As soon as the Christian 
Growth Series begins to appear for a given department, further production of 
the Christian Life Course in that department will be abandoned. The first leaflet 
announcing the course has been distributed to pastors and Sunday School 
superintendents. Additional materials will be sent out in the near future. Articles 
are now appearing regularly in most of the periodicals of the church. 


In cooperation with the synodical committees on parish education, the 
board is planning a series of district meetings in each synod of the church 
between May 1 and October 1. The date for the meetings in the California Synod 
has been set for May 19 to the 28th. These meetings are to help the congregation 
effectively to introduce and use the new lessons. Four leaders, one for primary 
materials, one for junior and one for intermediate will be present together with 
a representative of the board at these meetings. The second major objective 
for 1944 is an all-out effort to stop decline of Sunday School enrollment. A letter 
was sent out recently asking for information concerning enrollment in 1943, 
seeking causes for decline, and asking for suggestions to increase the enroll- 
ment. About 40% of the pastors have responded thus far. 


Radical changes are being made in the Augsburg Uniform Lessons be- 
ginning with January 1, 1945. These changes are the result of changes made in 
the lesson outlines by the International Council of Religious Education, not by 
our board. There will not be a uniform Scripture passage for all age groups. 
Beginning with January 1, 1945, often there will be a different scripture lesson 
for study in each or in several of the departments of the school on a given Sun- 
day. Naturally this will involve changes, especially in the Augsburg Sunday 
School Teacher and The Lesson Commentary, for several Bible passages will 
have to be considered each Sunday. In the near future you will receive an 
outline of changes that are being made in these lessons to meet the new situa- 
tion. These changes will be introduced beginning with the first quarter of 1945. 


The Children of the Church continues to develop in every way. There are 
more and better leaders, better.congregational programs, and much better un- 
_ derstanding and response. Financially the program had its best year in 1943, A 

total of $14,594.14 was raised on a $12,000.00 budget. New Children of the Church 
groups should be enrolled at the office of the Parish and Church School Board. 
The Children of the Church Festivals will be held November 5-12. The theme 
for these festivals will be: “The Printed Page for Children Arourid the World.” 
There was an increase of over 22.4% in the number of subscriptions to the 
magazine during 1943. Improvements in content and make-up continue. A 
special movement to secure 10,000 subscribers is being continued, 


The work of the board is to serve synods and congregations. The work of 
the board succeeds only as it helps congregations build and carry out their 
plans. Between the congregations and the board stands the synod with the 
synodical committee or chairman on parish education. That committee acts as 
a medium through which the board may speak to the congregations and 
through which the congregations may speak to the board. Both operations are 
helpful to all groups. The chairman expresses appreciation for the way in which 
congregations have cooperated. The board, the synod, and the local congrega- 
tion are all working together with God to make disciples of all nations through 
baptizing and teaching. God's place in the educational activities must be recog- 
nized. He is the one who gives the power to the pages which all of us seek to 
have studied in the church. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ORVAL AWERKA i 
The report was adopted. oh Chote 


The Rev. L. L. Berk of Oakland brought the greetings { 
Synod to the convention. President Beasom réepeiled. oS aoe 
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_ Pastors Heidy and Heins reported to the convention on the work being done 
on the territory of Synod among the defense workers under the direction of the 
National Lutheran Council. 

A motion prevailed that the election of a president be deferred until after 
the report of the special committee is given. 3 
Session was adjourned with prayer by the Rev. H. Lucas. 


VESPERS \ 

Wednesday, May 3, 1944, 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 3rd, 1944, 7:00 p.m., Vespers under the auspices of the 
Synodical Brotherhood. Liturgist: Dr. Earnest A, Trabert. The address was by 
Dr. F, Eppling Reinartz, “Tell the Vision to No Man”. Music was furnished by 
the Choirs of First Church, Oakland, and St. Michael's, Berkeley. A Brotherhood 
Business and Social Hour followed the address, after which a sound picture 


“The Book of the World of Tomorrow” was shown, sponsored by the Men of St. 
Mark's. 


THE FIFTH SESSION 
San Francisco, California, May 3, 1944, 2:30 p.m. 

The Devotional Service was conducted by Chaplain Paul Wolpert using the 
subject: “Getting Christ's Vision of the True Worth of the Individual” based 
on Matthew 9:36. 

Roll was called followed by the reading of the minutes of the 4th session 
which were approved as read. 

The Committee on Reference and Counsel gave its report. 


Report of the Special Committee on “Full-Time President’ was presented by — 
the Secretary of that Committee, the Rev. Earnest A. Trabert. 


RESOLUTION ON FULL-TIME PRESIDENT 


Your Committee to which was referred the matter of presenting the necessary 
details for establishing the office of salaried President, reports that the office 
of the Presidency of the Synod of California for full time, be established under 
the following provisions: 

1. First, there is adequate provision in the Constitution of the Synod of © 
California for establishing this office: 

2. Second, we recommend that the action of the Synod become effective on 
the first day of October, 1944: 

3. Third, we recommend that the salary for the office be $4,000.00 per annum: 

4. Fourth, we recommend that the expenses for maintaining this office be 
set at $1000.00: 

5. Fifth, realizing that the effectiveness of administration will depend most 
largely upon the ability and experience of the one chosen, we recommend to 
the Synod the election and call of the Rev. James P. Beasom, lies ADDY 

6. Sixth, in order that the increased expense for conducting this office may 
be met, we recommend that $.85 per communicant member be added to the 

Budget. 
, Motion prevailed to adopt this report seriatim. 

Items 1 and 2 were-unanimously adopted. 

An amendment to Item 3 was lost. 

Item 3 was adopted as presented originally. 

An amendment to an amendment of Item 4 calling for an increase of the 
item of $1000 for expenses and maintenance of President's Office to $1500 per 
anum was adopted. 

Item 4 was adopted as a whole. 

Items 5 and 6 were unanimously adopted. 


The following resolution of the lay-delegates was read as information in 
regard to this matter: 
RESOLUTION OF LAY DELEGATES 


“At a special meeting of Lay delegates held this morning, the following 
resolution was adopted: 
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Resolved—That the Laymen in the convention heartily endorse the motion _ 
presented at the morning session of Synod to establish a full time paid President — 
for the Synod of California.” 

Motion prevailed that rules be suspended and that election of Full-time 
President be the order. ; 

The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter presented the report of Advisor of Luther 
League for the Southern District. 


REPORT OF THE ADVISOR OF LUTHER LEAGUE 
FOR SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


The past year has been a fruitful one for the young people of the Synod, 
who seem to have a strong sense of unity in spite of the fact that most of our 
young men have been called into the service of our country. Several things 
have contributed to this, most important of which are the following: 

1. A smooth working synodical Luther League organization with able and 
consecrated leadership among the young people themselves, who have been 
taking more and more responsibility for the direction of their own program. 

2. A number of rallies and conventions, some including a few neighboring 
churches, and others conference-wide. This inter-change of fellowship among 
our young people is invaluable in developing their loyalty to their Church and 
their sense of its unity and strength. 

The Synodical League is endeavoring to include in its fellowship and ac- 
tivities the young people of every congregation in the Synod. Several new 
intermediate Leagues, comprising boys and girls of confirmation and post-con- 
firmation age, have been organized during the past few months and are making 
splendid progress. The current project of the synodical League is to cooperate 
with the national organization in the building up of a Library fund for Phila- 
delphia motherhouse. 

RECOMMENDATION: In view of the significance of Luther League work 
among the young people of our congregations, your committee recommends that 
Pastors encourage their Luther Leagues to become active and responsive in 
their respective districts, and urges that the most whole-hearted support, coopera- 
tion and encouragement possible be given to Luther League activity by each in- 
dividual Pastor and congregation. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT D. KERSTETTER, Chairman 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. J. George Dorn presented the report of the Advisor of the Luther 
League for the Northern District. 


REPORT OF THE ADVISOR OF LUTHER LEAGUE FOR NORTHERN DISTRICT 


The stage setting of life has changed. The world is trembling with vibrant 
movements. A new world is in the shaping and may be upon us sooner than 
we think. It will require vision, courage and action. It will mean a warfare 
against the old enemies of the church—selfishness and sin—as never before. 
While it will require maturity, yet it is not a task for maturity crippled by cyni- 
cism. It will challenge the best equipped and trained youth that the church can 
possibly produce to lead effectively. While these are stirring days for all, yet 
youth stands at the pivotal center. 

War has made its inroads upon every phase of church life. However, our 
work among young people has suffered most of all. Many Leagues have been 
depleted of effective leadership. 

Wise pastors and parents will cooperate in projecting plans for an effective 
youth program. Every young person should be challenged to take advantage of 
every phase of youth activity provided by the church. New youth groups should 
be oe encanta oe py the Luther League of America. 

e Northern District held a very successful convention in Grac : 
Church, Richmond, the Rev. O. W. Awerkamp, Pastor. The next eet eee, 
a ae in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sacramento, the Rev. Robert Romeis 

astor. 
Respectfully submitted, 


. GEORGE : 
The Report was adopted. J DORN, Advisor 
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_ Fritz Noel presented a report of the Boy's Camp which was adopted. 


Tellers reported the election of the Rev, James P. Beasom, Jr., as first full-time 
_ President of Synod. 


Motion prevailed that the Election and Call to President Beasom be made 
unanimous. 


; It was moved that the Budget of Synod be adopted as a whole and amended 
in accordance with the new resolution on Full-time President, to make provision 
for salary and expenses of that office. 


Carried. : 


Motion prevailed that the Executive Committee be instructed to set the 
percentages for distribution of apportionment receipts to the budgeted funds. 


Ballots were spread for the election of Secretary and Treasurer. The elections 
of the Rev. E. A. Vosseler as Secretary and Mr, Wm. B, Scheehl as Treasurer of 
Synod was reported by the tellers. These officers were declared elected. 


Report of the Committee on Foreign Missions was presented by the Rev. 
Earnest A. Trabert. : 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS 


From reports made by the Board of Foreign Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church the work upon our foreign fields is going forward, and the number of 
“missionaries in active service is being increased, notwithstanding the condition | 
of the times. During the past year special attention was directed towards our 
work in South America with particular emphasis upon Argentina. An appeal 
for special gifts for this work was made, and Sunday, January 30, 1944, was set 
apart as the day for presenting our Foreign Mission work, and for receiving such 
special gifts. We are informed that every congregation observed Foreign Mission 
Day, but only thirteen responded to the appeal for special gifts, providing $272.22 
for this purpose. ‘ 

In the fall of 1943 an effort was made to arrange for an itinerary for mission- 
aries who had returned from Japan. Due to transportation difficulties, and the 
extreme pressure of congregational activities in this area, no regular itinerary 
could be arranged. At the same time a few congregations availed themselves 
of the services of these missionaries. A second attempt was made during the 
Epiphany Season of 1944 to make arrangements for this visitation of the congre- 
gations by missionaries. This effort met with little success, although again 
there were a few congregations which took advantage of the opportunity to 
secure first hand knowledge of the work on our Foreign Mission fields and the 
demand for the earnest and sincere prosecution of this work. 

Every pastor of the Synod received information concerning the Congrega- 
tional Mission Study Plan as projected by the Board of Foreign Missions, with 
copies of the study book, ‘Forth’. Early in March, 1944, Reply Cards were sent 
to every pastor within the Synod requesting information concerning their res- 
ponse to this plan for study. The request called for an immediate reply for 
transmission to the Board of Foreign Missions. Only ten replied promptly, elev- 
en others within three or four weeks, and nineteen failed to even return the 
Reply Card! In this connection we might ask, ‘What's wrong with the pastors 
of the Synod of California?’ The replies received indicate that only four of our 
congregations followed the Plan, two promised to do so in the future, and the 
others simply replied, “No”. 

The Board of Foreign Missions urges that this Plan is a long-range project. 
All pastors and congregations should keep this in mind and make preparations 
to put it into effect. Copies of Forth”, the basic text for the Plan, can be secured 
at a nominal cost from the Board, altho sufficient copies were sent to all pastors 
for members of the Church Council and other active leaders. 

Our Board requests that arrangements be made for the visit of one of our re- 
turned missionaries to spend several weeks on the territory of the Synod of 
California, visiting individual congregations and holding classes for from two 
to five days during the week. This should be a matter for consideration by the 
Synod, and is submitted to this body. 

The demands for Foreign Mission expansion in the post-war period will be 
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simply terrific. The opportunity for such an advance will be greater than in all 4 


modern history. Plans are being made by our Board to meet them, There will 
be a call for a large increase in the support of such work, which means receipts 
beyond apportionments through special gifts. Individual congregations, able to 
do so, are urged to undertake the full support of a missionary, or to assist in 
such support. The call to Churches and individuals is to support unordained na- 
tive workers. At the present time but one congregation, that of the First Church 
of Glendale, is supporting such work. During the past year they contributed 
$100.00 towards this. There will also be a call for means to aid in the building of 
chapels for the use of native workers. ~ 


The Chairman of the Committee requests that he be granted fifteen min- 
utes following the presentation of this report to present this phase of the work. 


The total expense of the Chairman of the Committee was $3.95, all expended 
for postage. 
Respectfully submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, Chairman 
EDWARD N. SPIRER 
CHARLES P. SMITH 


Before its adoption the Rev. A. C. Knudten spoke briefly in connection with 
the report. 


The Rev. J. E. Oslund presented the Report of the Committee on Social 
Missions. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


Your Committee arranged the itinerary for Dr. Oscar W. Carlson's visit to 
the California Synod under the auspices of the Board of Social’ Missions. A 
series of meetings was arranged in both the Northern and Southern Conferences. 
The scanty reports that have come in are unanimous in the expression that 
these visits and meetings were of immense value and benefit. Your Committee 
wishes to express appreciation to all pastors who cooperated so splendidly in 
making this visitation a success. 

During a recent visit to this area, Dr. C. E. Krumbholz, Executive Secretary 
of the Lutheran Welfare Conference, informed us that plans were being laid 
for welfare conferences to be held in both the Northern and Southern areas this 
coming Fall. Your Committee urges each pastor to lend his full support and 
cooperation to this effort and endeavor. There are indications that our Lutheran 
Church is beginning to awaken to its duty in the field of Christian social ser- 
vice. It is a need that is going to be most acute following the war, as is evi- 
denced by the increasing need with which we come in contact every day. There 
is no community, no parish, that does not have its problems and that would 
not be benefitted by a program of this nature. 


Your Committee calls attention to the coming Lutheran World Action appeal, 
and urges every possible support. During the coming year, $650,000 will be 
allotted to the Service Commission for its work among service men. This shouid 
prove of tremendous interest to us here in the California Synod, since there are 
no less than eight service centers in the territory of our Synod, with one or 
two additional ones being contemplated. In this connection we would urge pas- 
tors and local congregations to lend every possible aid to service personnel and 
exert every effort in keeping them in touch with their home church and congre- 
gation. That this may be the more efficiently accomplished, each pastor must 
exercise diligence in informing the Service Commission office of the addresses 
of those in the service from his particular congregation. 


It is with deep concern and alarm that we learn of the tremendous increase 
of juvenile delinquency. There is much that the Church can do in seeking to 
stem this increase. We would: recommend and urge a more intensive children’s 
and young people’s program within the respective churches and a renewed en- 
deavor to contact and bring into the activities of the Church the children and 
young people of the respective communities. We would urge that each pastor 
contact local juvenile authorities and offer his services as a consultant and as 
an advisor, as well as his own and the services and facilities of his church in 
the juvenile programs in their community. 
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__ Many of us have already faced enough of the post war problem, particularly 
as it regards the return of service men and the disruption of home life, to 
realize its seriousness and magnitude. The problem is not one that is going 
to be solved solely by local community action, since it is quite apparent that 
many of those contributing to the problem are not going to return to the com- 
munities from which they came, nor be satisfied with a settled life after one 
of migration. We would recommend that serious thought and study be given 
to this problem and that, if possible, conferences be arranged for its considera- 
tion. For information, we mention that, in the matter of discharged service men, 
their names are obtainable from the local Selective Service Boards. Steps have 
already been taken in the Chaplains’ Association to have chaplains contact pas- 
tors in the territories to which men are returning from the service. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. EDWARD OSLUND, Chairman 
The report was adopted. : 


The question as to whether the Archivist and Statisticians could be mem- 
bers of standing committees was raised. Motion prevailed that the interpreta- 
tion of former actions and appointments of these officers on said committees be 
sustained. 

Motion prevailed that the Committee on Constitution prepare a suitable 
by-law in accord with this interpretation. Ballots were prepared for the elections 
of STATISTICIAN and ARCHIVIST. 

Tellers reported the election of the Rev. Henry Scherer as Statistician and 
of the Rev. Albert B. Schwertz as Archivist of Synod. 


The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter presented the report of the Committee on - 
Student Work. 


_ REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 


The primary concern of the Synod’s Committee on Education is the welfare 
of Lutheran students in colleges and universities in the territory served by the 
California Synod. 

The official body through which the Synod works to accomplish this purpose 
is the organization known as the “Luther Associates”, a body composed of inter- 
ested Lutherans, meeting quarterly, and representing various Lutheran groups 
in Southern California. 

The Purpose of the Luther Associates: (Section IV—Objects, Duties, Pow- 
ers)— . 
“1. To aid in the preserving of our true faith and in conserving the unity of 
our youth in departing therefrom during their years of higher education in 
connection with our State Universities and colleges. 

2. To encourage Lutheran and other students to grow in the Christian faith 
in the blessed assurance that our faith in Christ as the victory that overcometh 
the world. 

3. To quicken, co-ordinate and effectively supervise and direct the natural 
energies, social and religious of our Lutheran students in their educational and 
vocational pursuits. 

4. To stimulate them in their loyalty, devotion and service to their respective 
congregations, irrespective of the branch to which they belong. 

5. To solicit and disburse funds, and devise ways and means for the 
accomplishment of the purposes of this organization as set forth in this consti- 
tution. 

6. To elect pastor advisors sufficient to meet the need wherever Luther 
Clubs are organized, and to promote Luther Clubs where opportunity may de- 
mand and to decide the amount of compensation each is to receive.” 

Relationship of the Synod to Luther Associates: (Section II]—Membership): 

“This organization known as the Luther Associates shall consist of the 
following members: One pastor and one layman from each affiliated Synod or 
Conference chosen by the body to which he belongs and one woman from 
each affiliated Synod or Conference chosen by the Women's Society of the body 
to which she belongs; and advisory members; one student from each Luther 
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Club, preferably an officer, from each institution; one or more members (elec- 
tive) when deemed wise and necessity may demand for administrative or. 
promotion purposes, elected by the Luther Associates. Memberships shall be 
for one year only, beginning and ending with the fiscal year of the Religious 
Conference. The moral and financial support is to be merited by the Synods 
or Conferences choosing and having representation in the Luther Associates. 


Way in which the work is carried on: The task of carrying on the work 
among the students falls primarily upon the shoulders of the Executive Secre- 
tary of the Luther Associates, at present Mrs. David Conrey of Santa Monica. 
It is her responsibility to contact the students in the various colleges and uni- 
versities, organize the “Luther Clubs”, and prepare weekly luncheon or dinner 
meetings of the Luther Clubs of the various institutions. Pastoral advisors for 
each Luther Club are then elected by the Luther Associates upon the recom- 
mendation of Mrs. Conrey, and are therefore the official representatives of the 
respective Synods. The chairman of your committee is serving at present as 
the pastoral advisor to the Luther Club at Los Angeles City College, the Luther 
Club at the University of California at Los Angeles (Westwood), and, until the 
recent discontinuing of the Specialized Training Program of the U. S. Army, 
served as civilian chaplain to the Lutheran men of the Army Specialized Train- 
ing Unit stationed at Chapman College.) 


Support of this program: One third of the amount needed to carry out the 
above program should come through the Synod; an equal amount is contributed 
by the American Lutheran Conference; and the remaining third is raised locally. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


l. That, since the Luther Associates is the official organization through 
which the Synod operates in its educational program, it is recommended that 
we, as Pastors of the Synod, cooperate in every way possible with the program 
set up by the Luther Associates. 

2. That the California Synod bear its share of the financial support of this 
program. 

3. That a pastor and a layman be named as the representatives of the 
Synod to the Luther Associates; one woman, chosen by the Women's Missionary 
Society, (The name of Mrs. Georgia Dixon, a member of the First English Luth- 
eran Church, Los Angeles, is recommended by your committee); and, as advisory 
members, the various U.L.C.A. students serving as officers of the various Luther 
Clubs, (the name of Miss Eleanor Drummond, Regional President of the Lutheran 
Student's Association of America, is recommended by your committee.) 

4. That, in the Los Angeles Area, representatives of the University of Re- 
ligious Conference be given the privilege of speaking in various churches and 
organizations to present the work of the Luther Associates and the Lutheran 
Student's Association of America. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT D. KERSTETTER, Chairman 
Motion prevailed that the report be adopted. 


In connection herewith, the supplemental report of Committee on Student 
Work was presented. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 


For more than two years a group of earnest men and women connected 
with the Christian Churches of San Jose, has been working to create and de- 
velop some type of organization on the campus of State College that would 
adequately care for a well-balanced and rich religious experience for our 
young people during their college years. 

These efforts last Summer issued in an organization that solicited financial 
help from the various religious denominations in the rental of a center just off 
the campus, and the employment of a full time Director. 

Seven or eight denominations responded with more or less generosity and 
these amounts with an appropriation from the Community Chest, enabled the 
calling of a Director. The Rev. Robert James who was then filling successfully 
a similar position in the University of New Hampshire, was called. He began 


his work with the opening of the school year and it has been a most splendid 
undertaking. 
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_ The work is directed by a Board of Men and Women who represent the 
different denominations making the financial contributions. 


: The center, just on the border of the campus, serves as a residence for the 

Director and his family, and provides a place for such activities as the Director 
may determine. It also serves as headquarters for the various denominational 
groups. A large office space is given this work in one of the administration 
buildings. 

Since the opening of this work the Board of Education of the U.LCA,, 
through the solicitation of Dr. W. E. Crouser, Pastor of the Grace Church, has 
been making regular contributions to its support, and Dr. Crouser has served as 
one of the Directors. 2 


This worthy project should be tied up in some organizational way with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. : 


It is therefore recommended that the Executive Committee of the Synod 
provide some definite, systematic arrangement with the Board of Education of 
the U.L.C.A., whereby the Synod and the Board shall function satisfactorily 
through a Student Work Committee of the Synod, not only in this case, but in 
all cases throughout the area of the Synod. 


It is also recommended that Synod endorse this project and request of the 
Board an appropriation of not less than $150.00 for the next year. 


It was moved that the Recommendation be referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee with power to act. 


The motion prevailed. 


The report was adopted. 

Motion prevailed that nominations close and that the Secretary be instructed 
to cast the unanimous ballots of the Convention for Wm. Capel as a lay member 
of the Executive Committee of the Northern Conference. 

Carried. 

Motion prevailed that the nominations close and that the Secretary of 
Synod be instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of the Convention for Fritz 
C. Noel as lay member of the Executive Committee of the Southern Conference. 

Carried. 

The election of Clerical Members to U.L.C.A. Convention took place. The 
following were elected primary delegates: President James P. Beasom, Jr., 
Reverends H. Paul Romeis, Orval Awerkamp, Earnest A. Trabert. Alternates, 
Reverends H. A. Anspach, E, A. Vosseler, J. George Dorn, and A. B. Schwertz. 


Report of Committee on Ministerial Education was presented by Pastor 
Clifford Holand. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


Communications have been received from Elvin F. Hansen of Western 
Seminary, Richard Drummond of Gettysburg Seminary and George A. Spindt 
of Northwestern Seminary expressing appreciation for the aid rendered them 
during the past year. Students Lorimer and Drummond graduate this spring. 

Your Committee recommends that students Elvin F. Hansen and George A. 
Spindt be given $250.00 for the next year in order that they may complete the 
remainder of their seminary training. 

It is recommended that the Synod adopt a policy of rendering aid to students 
on the basis of individual needs, rather than the giving of blanket amounts. 

It is recommended that in view of the great need for men for the ministry 
that pastors and people give prayerful consideration to the securing of the best 


ilabl for the ministry. 
moc C. B. HOLAND, Chairman 


The report was adopted. 

The report of the Committee of Social Missions of Southern California was 
presented by the Rev. H. I. Kohler. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF SOCIAL MISSIONS OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


The Social Mission Society of the Southern California Conference, an Affili- — 


ate of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, and a member of the Luth- 
eran Welfare Conference in America submits the following report: 


With a membership of approximately two hundred who contribute one dol- 
lar or more annual dues, supplemented by monthly percentage dividends from 
the Samaritan Society Inc., as one of three beneficiaries, from which source the 
Social Mission Society meets its requests for aid, makes special donations to 
the American Red Cross, the Lutheran Bible Institute in Los Angeles, the 
Luther Associates, Tabitha Home, and provides the tracts “Light For Today” for 
use by the Chaplain of both the California Lutheran Hospital and the Santa 
Monica Hospital. The Treasurer reports a balance April 31, 1944, of $3,900.75, 
$3,000--of which is earning dividends in the Coast Federal Savings and Loan 
Association of Los Angeles, California. 


The Annual Vesper Meeting held in the First English Lutheran Church, Los 
Angeles, on Reformation Sunday afternoon, was well attended and inspiring 
with Dr. Albert B. Schwertz, pastor as Liturgist, and Dr. C. E. Krumbholz, New 
York, speaker. 


Dr. Henry Irving Kohler, President, also Pacific Coast Chairman of the Los 
Angeles area, of the Lutheran Welfare Conference in America, elected last 
May, by the National Lutheran Welfare Conference in its Biennial meeting in 
Detroit, Michigan, together with a self-appointed local Committee, one pastor 
and one layman from each Pan Lutheran Branch are planning for a Regional 
Lutheran Welfare Conference later this year when dates can be arranged 
suitable for both President George C. Hansler, and Secretary, Dr. C. E. Krumb- 
holz, who will attend, representing the National Lutheran Welfare Conference 
in America. Officers of the Social Mission Society are: Presidént, Henry Irving 
Kohler, D.D.; Vice-President, Caroline Enders Young; Secretary, Mrs. F. V. 
Bluel; Assistant, Georgia Lowe Dickson; Treasurer, Sylvanus H. Yerian, D.D. 


Board of Managers are elected for their respective terms annually from the 
Lutheran congregations in the Southern Conference. 


Meetings are held monthly from January to July. Special meetings may be 
called by the President, during summer vacation months when matters of im- 
portance demand. 


The report was adopted. 


The Report of the Committee on Home Missions was presented by Rev. 
Howard Anspach. 


REPORT OF HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 


Four meetings were held during the year as follows: San Francisco, July 
13; Glendale, Nov. 16; San Francisco, Jan. 25; San Francisco, May 1. 


Appropriations were granted as follows: Temple, San Francisco, $360, same 
as last year; St. John’s, Oakland, $400; St. Paul's, Vallejo, $1400; Holy Trinity, 
Inglewood, $1650, reduction of $150; Grace, Santa Barbara, $700. 


Temple, San Francisco, was commended to the congregations of Synod for 
offerings, same to be used for painting the building. The board of American 
Missions generously contributed several hundred dollars to aid in the renovation 
of the church. ; 


Holy Trinity, Inglewood, dedicated two buildings during the year, a very 
small chapel, now used as Children's Church and Primary Sunday School de- 


partment; and a chapel that will seat 175, to serve as the church building at | 


present, and later to be the parish house of the congregation. 


The property formerly occupied by Bethel, San Jose, has been sold and the 
proceeds turned over to the Board of American Missions, to be used for mission 
work in California. 


The following congregations are to be commended and congratulated on 
having repaid their loans from the Board of American Missions, namely, 
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Grace, Alhambra; Grace, Phoenix, Ariz; Grace, Richmond; and St. John’s, 
Gardena. 

Altadena. Having been approved for survey, $50 was appropriated for 
same, and Pastor A. L. Groseclose secured for the project. Findings proving 
satisfactory, the Board sent the Rev. Dr. M. J. Bieber to establish the work. A 
suitable house to serve temporarily as church and parsonage was purchased for 
$8,750, an adjoining lot for $800, and a corner lot next adjoining, which had re- 
verted to the state for tax delinquency,-is in the process of being secured. This 
is an excellent site, the very best in the territory. After considerable difficulty 
in securing variance from the zoning restrictions, Dr. Bieber moved in, and ser- 
vices began on March 26. Attendance has averaged 54 for 4 Sundays, and 
Sunday School 27 for 3 Sundays. All offerings and cash gifts amount to $199.02, 
and expenditures $46.02. Signed for charter membership, 14, not an index of 
expectations, which are high. 

San Mateo. Under the shepherding of the Rev. Henry Scherer of the Board 
of American Missions, San Mateo was surveyed, and the congregation organized 
with a membership of 50. The Penn Furniture Store building, very adequate to 
the purpose, was secured for the holding of services, the Synod paying the 
rental fo $40 monthly through March. Pastor Westenbarger is temporarily in 
charge. 

North Long Beach. Here came the Rev. Paul J. Geberding from the Board, 
and the survey made by him and Pastor Groseclose being promising, property 
was purchased, at a cost of $3200. It was a new restaurant building, 25x50 
feet, on a lot 25x 100 feet, the only place available in the territory. Sale of 
some fixtures netted $362.50, while expenditures -made in the preparation of the 
building amounted to slightly more. First services, held on April 16, were 
attended by 61 persons. Signed for membership, 9. 

The Rossmoyne section of Glendale, Calif., and Glendale, Arizona, and 
Tucson, have been approved for surveys, also the section of San Francisco south 
and west of the Mt. Davidson area along the coast. 

A protest was lodged with the Regional Home Missions Council of No. 
Calif., because of the entry of the American Lutheran Church into the Mt. David- 
son area. We later relinquished the territory under protest. 

The committee recommended to the Board that $10,000 be loaned to First 
Church, Los Angeles, for the purchase of a property for a parsonage, and 
approved a loan of $3300 to First, Fresno, for purchase of a parsonage. 

In a cooperative work among the Mexican population of the Boyle Heights 
area of Los Angeles, St. Paul's Church is used by the Augustana Synod, by 
recommendation of the committee. 

The committee has requested the Board to furnish a man for full time field 
work on the west coast. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That Synod express grateful appreciation to the Board of American Mis- 
sions for the services of the young men sent to serve on the territory last 
summer, and for the personal interest and attention of staff members in and to 
our work, and for such material aid as has been granted to carry on the work. 


2. That we accept with gratitude the encouraging offer of the Board to sup- 
port six new missions on the territory to be established during the year, and 
that we take steps to locate a number of prospective fields and make recom~ 
mendations for immediate surveys. 

Recommendations 1 and 2 were adopted. 

Adopted as a whole. 

The Supplementary Report of Home Missions Committee was presented in 
connection herewith. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 


Your committee has taken action to request the Board of American Missions 
to conduct surveys in an area of Sacramento already allocated to us by the 
Regional Home Mission Council, and an area of San Francisco to be determined 
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by the Mission Committee of the Northern Conference, Also an area in the 


Culver City district of Los Angeles to be determined by the Mission Committee — 


of the Southern Conference. 
The committee is recommending to the Board that the Rev. A. C. Knudten 
be called to serve as a special field missionary on the territory of our Synod. 
We recommend that the Board send a Board Missionary to Phoenix to work 
with Pastor Lindsay with a view of establishing a new congregation in the 
Phoenix area. . 

The committee recommends that Synod authorize the licensure of Robert 
Wheatley for another year to continue his work at St. Paul's, Los Angeles, which 
is showing marked improvement under his leadership. 

H. A. ANSPACH, Secretary 

Report was adopted seriatim. 

Items 1, 2, and 3 were adopted. 

Item 4 was stricken. 

Adopted as a whole. 

Ballots were prepared for the election of a Clerical Member of the Home 
Missions Committee of the Southern Conference and a Lay member of the 
~Northern Conference. 


The. Secretary read the minutes of the Ministerium meeting. 


MINUTES OF THE MINISTERIUM MEETING 
May 3, 1944, 11:30 am. 

Meeting opened with prayer by Dr. W. S. Dysinger. 

Reports of Conference Presidents were heard. 

Dr. H. A. Anspach reported for the Southern Conference. 

Rev. H, Paul Romeis reported for the Northern Conference. 

Motion prevailed that Secretary of Synod together with Presidents of Con- 
ference be instructed to prepare a message and send to inactive and sick 
members. 

Motion prevailed to receive into membership of Synod, Pastor F. F. Moyer, 
Rt. Chaplain of U. S. Navy, a member of Ist Church, San Diego. 

Paster A. C. Knudten presented the report of the Examining Committee. L. A. 
Harschman was placed on roll of Synod. 

With regard to the admission of Pastor G. C. Blessin, the motion prevailed 
that the Chairman of Examining Committee and the Chairman of Constitution 
Committee confer with each other and report to the Ministerium at a later meet- 
ing. 

Motion prevailed to concur with the Examining Committee with reference 
to their recommendation in deferring the admission into Synod of Wm. A. 
Everest, an Episcopal Clergyman, for a year. 

The President of Synod read a list of the beneficiaries of pensions and relief. 

Secretary was instructed to send a letter to Mrs. Rosina Kabele urging h 

. . 2 Tr 
to unite with nearest Lutheran Church of U.L.C.A. in Chicago. oS 

Executive Committee was authorized to ordain new pastors coming into 
Synod subject to their appearance before Examining Committee. 

Motion prevailed that Robert Wheatley be re-licensed to another year in 
view of the continued emergency. 

Adjourned with Prayer by Awerkamp. 

The report was adopted. 


Motion prevailed that the Officers of Synod be the fully elected Trustees 


of Synod. 


The report of the Committee on Church Extension was presented. 


REPORT OF CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE 
Our organization did not meet during the past year but is looking forward 
36 


to ey ta activity now that our Synod is engaged in extensive Home Mission 
work. ~ 


There is a cash balance in the bank of $410.00. 
Respectfully submitted, 


REV. FRANKLIN A. SWANSON 
The report was adopted. y 


The report of the Committee on Stewardship was presented by the Rev. 
A. B. Schwertz. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP 


This year marks the conclusion of the second year of the present chairman- 
ship of this Committee. Operating somewhat independently of the other mem- 
bers on the Committee but praying for their good will, we submit the following 
report. 

Throughout the year, at regular intervals, the “Stewardship Sizzilings” have 
gone forth to all the pastors and some of the laymen of the various congrega- 
tions within the Synod. Whether or not these had any material effect I do not 
know. We have but one objective, and that is to keep the matter of Steward- 
ship ever present before all of our congregations. 

It is with a great deal of satisfaction that we report that our Synod has cap- 
tured the laurels of being the highest percentage and the largest Synod in 
paying 100% or more on our apportionment. The figures, as we have them 
listed, are the best index that we know to give a picture of the progress made by 
our Synod. 

Number of congregations, 
Palen OU oma VOMCL =a Oe ere cee. Fei oe ete ie eee 
Rég.Apporlonment palda 4. ee 

Reg ebct App, Paid = 

Special Benevolences Paid 

Praying that we may be worthy of all the blessings that God has bestowed 
upon us, 


Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, Chairman 
Stewardship Committee 

The report was adopted. 

Five Minute Recess: 

Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, representative of U.L.C.A. conducted a question 
and answer period. 

At the close of this period, the following lay members were nominated as 
lay delegates to U.L.C.A. Convention: N. Jensen, Wm. Capel, F. J. Bowman, 
Henry Hahn, Clarence Derr, P. Peterson, L. Johnston, F. Jensen, Wm. F. Bening. 
Motion prevailed that nominations be closed. 

Motion to elect lay-delegates to Convention at a later session was lost. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


A memorial service was conducted memorializing Dr. William Derr and Dr. 
E. Clarence Miller, late treasurer of the U.L.C.A. A fitting resolution of tribute 
to Dr. Miller was read by Rev. E. A. Trabert. Dr. H. J. Weaver was assisted by 
Reverends Wm. F. Poat, H. A. Anspach, and Daniel J. Snyder, who spoke words 
of tribute on behalf of Dr. Derr. _ 


Adjournment. 


IN MEMORIAM 


REV. WILLIAM HERBERT DERR, D.D., entered into the life more abundant 
February 11, 1944. He was born in McEwensville, Pa., November 19, 1869. Edu- 
cated there in the public schools he first became a printer at which trade he 
worked for several years when full time service in the Church challenged him, 
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Feeling a definite call to the ministry, he enrolled in the preparatory 
School of Susquehanna University at Selinsgrove, Pa. where he supported 
himself by working at his trade, later graduating from both the liberal arts 
and theological departments of the University. 

He was ordained at Lewisburg, Pa., in 1903. He served two parishes in 
his native state before coming to California. They were a country parish out of 
Montoursville, and after that a parish at Downingtown. He was called to become 
pastor of Trinity congregation, Pasadena, Calif., in 1912, which was then a 
mission. Under his leadership the congregation became self-supporting and 
enjoyed a steady growth. In 1927 the present beautiful church was built. In 
1935, after twenty-three years of faithful service, his strength having been over- 
taxed by the heavy financial burdens of the congregation in the worst de- 
pression years, he resigned because of ill health. 

After five years of semi-retirement, in 1940 he was elected president of 
the Synod, and was head of that body during its golden jubilee year. During 
his incumbency his alma mater honored him with the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity, Twenty years previously he had served two terms as _ president. 
While still president of Synod, when his close friend, the Rev. D. Edward Wright 
was commissioned a chaplain in the U. S. Navy, Dr. Derr became interim 
pastor, serving for two years, when ill health again overtook him, and he re- 
signed. Stricken with a heart attack the Sunday preceding his death, he was 
taken to the Pasadena Lutheran Hospital, where he seemed to be improving 
steadily. Then came word of his passing early Friday morning. 


Besides his work in the parish of Trinity Church, Pasadena, throughout . 


which community he was held in highest regard both within and without the 
congregation, to Dr. Derr must be attributed to a great extent the success of 
work among young people in the Southern Conference of the Synod. He was 
on the first committee, and one of the directors and leaders of Camps David 
and Ruth, boys’ and girls’ mountain camps of the conference, from organization 
to the time of his death. 

Congenial, considerate, self-effacing, self-sacrificing, his memory lives on 
in Trinity Parish and Synod in the love and esteem of his beloved people, for 
his works do follow him. 


SIXTH SESSION 
San Francisco, California, May 4, 1944, 2:00 p.m. 
Devotions were conducted by Chaplain Paul Wolpert, who spoke on the 
subject: “The Abundant Life” based on John 10:10. 
Roll Call was followed by the Reading of minutes of 5th Session. 
Mr. Fritz C. Noel and Mr. Wm. Capel were elected lay delegates to U.L.C.A. 
Convention. 
Motion prevailed that after this ballot, the election be confined to the six 
highest nominees. 
Motion prevailed to receive the following as information: 
President H. A. Anspach of the Southern Conference reported the elections 
of the following officers: President, H. A. Anspach; Vice-President, A. B. 
Schwertz; Secretary, C. B. Smith; Treasurer, A. Alm. 
President H. Paul Romeis of the Northern Conference reported the elections 
of the following officers: President, H. Paul Romeis; Vice-President, W. C. 
Crouser; Secretary, Paul Wolpert; Treasurer, T. Howard. 
Guy L. Hudson presented the report of the Committee on Letters and Papers. 


COMMITTEE REPORT ON LETTERS AND PAPERS 
Letters of greeting were received from the Rev. J. A. M. Ziegler D.D., and 
the Rev. Henry W. Opperman, both of which have been read cS the Synod. 
We request that the Secretary reply to both of these, our brethren in Christ, 


ras aes them of our hearty good wishes and earnest prayers for their Christian 
welfare. 


Respectfully submitted, 
GUY L. HUDSON, Chai 
The report was adopted. Chairman 
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A. C. Knudten presented the report of the Committee on President's Report. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your committee on the President's report has noted with gratitude the 
items covered by this report—items which touch on the total field of the work 
of our church, many of which already have been dealt with in actions of Synod 
in recommendations of other committees. We would, therefore, call attention 
to those phases of the report which call for further thought and action as follows: 


l. The great urgency that exists for both pastor and people to prepare 
themselves for an effective part, not only in the spiritual rehabilitation of the 
service personnel and persons of all areas involved in the disruptive changes 
of the war industries, but their physical and moral rehabilitation as a vital part 
of practical Christianity. 

2. As we unite in thanksgiving to Almighty God for the opportunities that 
He has given to our Synod, and to the Board of American Missions for their 
very considerable help in carrying forward our program of expansive evangelism, 
we also dedicate ourselves anew to the task of strengthening the inner defenses 
of our congregations so as to meet the challenge of post-war adjustments without 
sacrificing any of the present gains. 

3. The progress of our Synod as a whole in the direction of our interest in 
areas of need other than our own as seen in the over-payment of goals in 
Lutheran World Action and Benevolences in general is not only a worthy 
accomplishment but a precedent for the future. 

4. The failure of most of our congregations to participate in the Pension 
Plan being due largely to lack of understanding rather than to opposition, it 
would seem wise to make a survey of the outstanding questions in the minds 
of our Church Councils, and on that basis to prepare information to meet our 
local needs. 

5. We would welcome and congratulate St. Andrew's Lutheran Church of 
San Mateo in their organization and reception into the Synod as a member 
congregation. We extend a hand of welcome to the new men from the Semi- 
naries who are joining our ranks in the near future. 


A. C. KNUDTEN, Chairman 


Paul Wolpert presented the Report of Committee on Resolutions. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Your Committee on Resolutions is charged in the By-Laws with the presen- 
tation of a summary of local and national issues as they may relate and affect 
the life of the Church. We regret that this has not been done, but refer the Synod 
to the report of the Committee for the 52nd Convention, Pages 36 and 37, which 
is just as applicable today. 

The following resolutions are submitted for your consideration: 

A. We deeply appreciate the kind hospitality extended to us by the pastor, 
the officers and members of St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, especially 
in view of the fact that they generously offered their Church for this convention, 
and recommend that this body express their gratitude by a standing vote, and 
that this resolution be presented to this congregation at a public service. 

B. We recommend that this body also express its gratitude to the Chamber 
of Commerce for the printing of the programs and to the newspapers of San 
Francisco for the splendid publicity given to this Convention. 

We express our gratitude to the choirs of St. Mark’s Church, St. Matthew’s 
Church, First Church of Oakland and St. Michael’s of Berkeley. 

C. To the President and other officers of the Synod for their devotion to 
their duties and responsibilities which have aided greatly in the advancements 
which have been achieved. 

D. That we express our sincere appreciation for the presence of Dr, F. 
Eppling Reinartz, the official representative of the United Lutheran Churches of 
America for his practical, unique and efficient method of presenting the work 
of the whole Church, and for his inspiring, eloquent and informative addresses. 


39 


E. Whereas, the United Lutheran Church of America has suffered a great 
loss in the death of E. Clarence Miller, L.L.D., the Treasurer of that body since 
its organization as a Synod. We deeply deplore this loss, while we thank God 
for his service to the Church with the Prayer that his example may be an 
inspiration to other laymen. ‘ 

F. Whereas, the Reverend William H. Derr, D.D., a former president of 
this Synod and for many years a faithful and devoted pastor, has been removed 
from the Church on earth to the Heavenly Kingdom, we hereby express our 
great sense of loss, and invoke the blessing of heavenly comfort on those near 


and.dear to him. 
The Committee on Resolutions 


G. Whereas the United Lutheran Church has recommended the appointment 
of synodical committees, on church music, and whereas the Synod does not 
now have such a committee, be it resolved that such a standing committee be 
provided for by an amendment to the by-laws, and that such a committee be 
appointed. 

H. We express our great appreciation of the truly spiritual messages given 
by the Chaplain of this Convention in the daily devotions. 


PAUL WOLPERT, Chairman 


Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 were adopted seriatim. 

Adopted as a whole. 

The Trustees of Synod report presented by H. Paul Romeis was received 
as information. 

Motion prevailed that the matter of adequate help for the Secretary of 
Synod be referred to the Executive Committee. 

The report of the Committee on Publicity presented by the Rev. J. George 
’ Dorn was received as information. 

Mr. F. J. Bowman was elected lay delegate to U.L.C.A. Convention, 

The Chairman of the Constitution Committee presented an amendment to 
the By-Laws. By-Law VIII “Standing Committees” which inserts after the word 
“committee” on line 5 the following: “the Statistician and Archivist.” 

Adopted. 

The Rev. A. C. Knudten presented the Rev. S. O. Thorlakson who brought 
greetings to this body from the Icelandic Synod. 


Mr. Percy Peterson was elected as the 4th lay delegate, and Clarence Derr, 
ces Hahn, W. E. Lebold, and Nels Jensen as alternate delegates to the U.L.C.A. 
onvention. 


The Rev. Robert Kerstetter presented the report of Committee on Excuses. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


The following have sent formal excuses for absence from this convention: 
S: H. Yerian, C. F. Oehler, C. W. Maggart, Peter Altpeter, H. C. Lindsay, J. E. 
Hoick, Cc. A. Miller, A. E. Isham, H. L. Bosserman, W. C. Miller, W. J. Dentler, 
Chaplains D. E. Wright and C. F. Crouser, and a lay delegate, Mr. Elmer Hedman. 

The following have asked to be excused from the Thursday sessions: A. B. 
Schwertz, H. I. Kohler, and lay delegates Henry Vogel and Ed Nelson. 

The committee recommends that Chaplains D. L. Dyerson, H. W. Opperman, 
Lawrence Vosseler, F. A. Swanson and all aged and infirm ministers be auto- 
matically excused. 

No excuses were received from A. J. Soldan, Albert Fieblekorn and E. N. 
Spirer. The committee recommends that the Secretary of Synod communicate 
with the above-mentioned brethren and notify them of their obligations as_ 
members of this body. : 

Respectfully submitted, 


; ROBERT D. KERSTETTER, Chairman 
The report was adopted. 
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i An invitation to have the 54th Convention of California Synod meet at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena, was accepted. 


After declaring a 5 minute recess the Ministerium met in special session. 
The Rev. J. George Dorn reported that the special committee consisting of 
members of the Constitution and Examining Committees recommended the en- 
rollment of Pastor Gustav Blessin as a member of synod. 


Carried. 
Adjournment of Ministerium. 


Report on World Action was presented by the Rev. Howard A. Anspach. 
REPORT ON WORLD ACTION 


Synod exceeded its assigned quota for 1943 by more than 25%, the final 
sum raised being in excess of $6200. 


The prospects for the campaign this year which will reach its climax on 
May 7th are quite promising, most congregations having assured the director 
that their full quotas would be forth-coming. The synodical quota is $6000. 


H. A. ANSPACH 
The report was adopted. 


Mr. L. S. Johnston was elected lay member from Northern Conference on 
Home Missions Committee. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz was elected clerical member from the Southern 
Conference on Home Missions Committee. 


Motion prevailed that a special committee be appointed to arrange for 
special induction ceremonies for the full-time President of Synod. 


Wm. B. Scheehl presented the report of Committee on Claims. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS 


Your committee examined the claims and recommended allowance for the 
following: 


Transportation allowance for Clergymen .......---...---...---- $312.68 
Transportation allowance for Lay Delegates -....-....---... 222.69 , 
Totclelravele Aulow acest 2.2 see eee $535.37 
Miscellancoucec Qitnas a ee 29.05 
Grand Total of all claims allowed__......-------.--- $564.42 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE, 
W. B. SCHEEHL, Chairman 
The report was adopted. 
The Supplementary Report of President of Synod was referred to Executive 
Committee for acceptance. 


Motion prevailed that a resolution thanking the Chamber of Commerce and 
the local press for courtesies be included in the report of that committee. 


Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz conducted the final discussion period. . 
Secretary of Synod read the minutes of the last session. 


Approved. 

Adjournment took place after which the Installation of the newly elected 
officers took place. 

The 53rd Convention then formally closed with the use of the prescribed form. 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


For the Calendar Year Ending December 31, 1943 


N orthern Conference 


FINANCIAL 
Valuation of Church Property Be avon Congregational Benevolence 
Unapportioned Apportioned 
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CONVENTION HYMN 


AWAKE MY SOUL 


Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve, 
And press with vigor on; 

A heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
And an immortal crown. 

‘Tis God's all-animating voice 
That calls thee from on high; 

‘Tis His own hand presents the prize 
To thine aspiring eye; 

That prize with peerless glories bright, 
Which shall new lustre boast 

When victors’ wreaths and monarchs’ gems 
Shall blend in common dust. 

Blest Saviour, introduced by Thee, 
Have I my race begun; 

And crowned with victory, at Thy feet 
I'll lay my honors down. 


—Philip Doddridge, D. 1751 


CONVENTION COLLECT 


FOR THE TROUBLED WORLD 


© God, at Whose Word chaos became an ordered creation: 
Brood over this troubled world, as once Thy Spirit brooded o’er the 
face of the deep, and create in the nations, by the grace of Thy son, 
that love for Thee and for each other, which will make this world a 
new creation in righteousness and peace and joy, in brotherhood 
and mutual service through the saving merit of the Same Thy Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY DIRECTORY 


OFFICERS 
president... 44 Wes Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., 1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale, 8 
Vice-President... Mrs. C. F, Crouser, 2458 41st St., Sacramento, 17 
BeCECLA Ye es Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 617 N. Martel, Los Angeles, 36 
BPrSASUTCT 2. Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl, 5924 Contra Costa Rd., Oakland, 11 
Ptatistician:...Uuo Sos. Mrs. Kenneth Sketch, 4126 Edenhurst Ave., Los Angeles 
RIStON GT cease ee ee a Mrs. Orval A. Awerkamp, 562 McLaughlin, Richmond 
BAEC VIS tee se ee Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 1041 Leighton Ave., Los Angeles 
ING SSG ge ied SUL OAIE Ss eS ER Mrs. P. J. Kramer, 5915 Chabolyn Terrace, Oakland 


CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS 


(CEG UAVE oo Me be eae lh oe ee area ca Mrs. L, W. Varblow, 516 Curtis St., Albany 
Bouter. ss Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 617 N. Martel, Los Angeles, 36° 


DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 


Educational— 
Education:£: 22-288) beds Mrs. Wm. Ironside, 2320 Valley St., Berkeley, 2 
Magazine... Mrs. Caroline Enders Young, 2011 Chariton, Los Angeles, 34 
Missiona study. = -Mrs. Ray Inslee, 1448 E. Garfield, Glendale, 5 


Special Gifts— 


BOxaWOrk = Mrs. Francis C. Pryor, 130 W. Alamar Ave., Santa Barbara 
Life and In Memoriam...Mrs. Harry Hahn, 1655 Ben Lomond Dr., Glendale, 2 
Patron and Protege...........-.....- Mrs.. H. H. Roloff, 3478 Olive St., San Diego, 4 
ihhanik © fforinG-2t Mrs. John Hjort, 1803 Thomas Ave., Fresno, 3 


Synodical and Triennial Specials... Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, 
3119 W. 6th St., Los Angeles 


Promotional— 
Deaconess.......------- Miss E. Matilde Fritz, 1885 E. Mountain St., Pasadena, 4 
Promotion... Mrs. M. H. Shoreen, 4126 Edenhurst Ave., Los Angeles 
Students. 22s eno e: Mrs. C. W. Dysinger, 1324 Christina Ave., San Jose 
Industrial— 
India” Bace.<..22%e. 2 Miss Hilda Hansen, 1540 Wellington St., Oakland 


Children of the Church 


Secretar yen set eet econ Miss Irene Gerfen, 520 E. Acacia St., Glendale, 5 
reAGUTEls . eee Mrs. E. N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine St., North Hollywood 
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PRESIDENTS—Northern Conference 


Berkeley, St. Michael's (Louisa M. Miller)—Mrs. H. G, Valentiner, 2118 Woolsey 
St., Berkeley, 5 


Berkeley, St. Michael's (Dorcas)........ Mrs. John Sollis, 5719 Keith Ave., Oakland, 11 
Fresno, First Lutheran (First)...........---.-- Mrs. M. E. Burleigh, Rt. 7, Box 456, Fresno 


Fresno, First Lutheran (Chi Rho Circle)—Miss Helen Dorothy Bird, 622 Shields 
. Ave., Fresno, 4 


Oakland, First Lutheran (Queen Esther)—Miss Hilda Hansen, 1540 Wellington Sty; 
Oakland, 2 


Oakland, First Lutheran (Louisa M. Miller)—Mrs. Dorothy Waggoit, 4429 Worden 
Way, Oakland, 2 


Oakland, St. John’s... Mrs. Eva H. Polk, 5425 Brookdale Ave., Oakland, 2 
Richmond, Grace Lutheran (Mary Martha)....Mrs. A. Bowen, 612 19th St., Richmond 
Richmond, Grace Lutheran (In His Service)....Mrs: E. Miller, 630 31st St., Richmond 
Sacramento, First English (Bethany)....Mrs. Adeline Poston, 2401 N St., Sacramento 


Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas)—Mrs. Evelyn Hunger, 3132 Marshall Way, 
Sacramento 


San Francisco, First English Heres hm J. R. Broyer, 1357 Geary St., San 
Francisco 


San Francisco, St. Mark’s.....Miss Eulalla Larson, 1133 O'Farrell St., San Francisco 
San Francisco, St. Matthew’s....Miss Elise Stelling, 2700-A Sutter St., San Francisco © 
San Francisco, Temple Lutheran—Mrs. Henry F. Schmidt, 15 Latona Si., San 


Francisco 
Sanger, StePaulisn ies seal te ee ee Mrs. Anna Yost, Jensen Ave., Sanger 
San Jose (Lydia Woerner) Mrs, Marie Ebey, 422 Bird Ave., San Jose 
San Jose, Grace Lutheran... Mrs. B. L. Combs, 509 E. John St., San Jose 


oes St. Paul's Lutheran Guild—Mrs. G. Stoffel, 141 Langley Chabot Terrace, 
allejo 


PRESIDENTS—Southern Conference 


Alhambra, Grace Lutheran (Grace Missionary)—Mrs. H. A. Lapham, 2622 W. 
Alhambra Ro., Alhambra 


Beverly Hills (Women of the Church)—Mrs, Eva F. Hilburg, 8908 Rosewood Ave., 
Los Angeles, 36 


Beverly Hills (Elsa King Frey)—Miss Audrey Barnes, 865 Westbourne Dr., Los 
Angeles, 46 


Gardena St: John's 2.20" a ee Mrs. O. H. Luse, 15013 La Salle Ave., Gardena 


Glendale, First Lutheran (Women's Council of Christian Missions)—Mrs. E. C. 
Bentz, 1515 Verde Oaks Dr., Glendale, 5 


Glendale, First Lutheran (Pi Rho Theta)—Miss Dorothy Davis, 1116 N. Lowes St. 
Glendale 


Glendale, First Lutheran (Business and Professional Wien es Clara Blue, 
119 N. Kenwood St., Glendale 


Hollywood (Women of the Church)—Mrs. C. C. Bohnhoff, 1470 S. Rexford Dr., 
Los Angeles, 35 


Hollywood (Florence M. Welty)—Mrs. M. H. Shoreen, 4126 Edenhurst Ave., Los 
Angeles, 26 
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Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Gospel Light)—Mrs. Carl A. Bell, 2844 Grand Ave., 
Huntington Park 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Go Ye)....Mrs. J. L. Inman, 9401 Otis St., South Gate 
Inglewood, Holy Trinity (Dorcas)............ Mrs, Dan Cox, 8716 10th Ave., Inglewood 
Long Beach, Trinity... Mrs. Daniel J. Snyder, 2085 Linden Ave., Long Beach 


Los Angeles, Bethany (Cosmo)—Mrs. Miriam Peterson, 361 E. 69th St., Los 
Angeles, 3 


Los Angeles, Bethany (First)—Mrs. Otto Gresenhagen, 366 W. 87th St., Los 
Angeles, 3 


Los Angeles, First English Lutheran (Women of the Church—Day Group)—Mrs. 
Harry W. Hahn, 1655 Ben Lomond Dr., Glendale, 2 


Los Angeles, First English Lutheran (Women of the Church—Evening Group)— 
Miss Edith Roos, 2565 W. 11th St., Los Angeles, 15 

Los Angeles, First English Lutheran (Women of the Church—D.R.H. Group)—Mrs. 
Harry Miner, 2318 Langwood Ave., Los Angeles, 16 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Women’s Missionary)—Mrs. S. Yerian, 4497 W. 59th St., 
Los Angeles, 43 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Loving Heart)—Mrs, Ruth Damrose, 1135 Exposition 
Blvd., Los Angeles, 7 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Mena Spirer)—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 6616 
Irvine Ave., No. Hollywood 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Faith)—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine Ave., 
No. Hollywood 

Pasadena, Trinity... Mrs, A. J. Spindt, 99 N. Roosevelt Ave., Pasadena 

Phoenix, Arizona, Grace Lutheran (John K. Reed)—Mrs. W. F. Steffenhagen, Rt. 
7, Box 505-A, Phoenix, Arizona 

Redlands, First English Lutheran (Women’s Missionary)—Mrs. Wm. Oppermann 
457 La Verne St., Redlands 

Riverside, Trinity Lutheran (Missionary Guild)—Mrs. Ned Dripps, 6391 Palm 
Ave., Riverside 

Riverside, Trinity Lutheran (Nona M. Diehl)—Miss Margaret Haines, 2801 4th 
St., Riverside 

San Bernardino, First English Lutheran (Minnie L. Sandidge)—Mrs. Luella 
Carolyn Bruhl, 1231 Jefferson St., San Bernardino ; 

San Bernardino, First English Lutheran (Emma Louisa Alm)—Miss Edith Littleton, 
2971 Sepulveda, San Bernardino 

San Diego, First Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. George W. Wilson, 4075 
37th St., San Diego, 5 

San Diego, First Lutheran (Katherine Van Bora)—Mrs. Robert J. Calahan, 4380 
Swift Ave., San Diego 4 

Santa Barbara, Grace Lutheran—Mrs. Francis C. Pryor, 130 W. Alamar Ave., 
Santa Barbara 


Santa Monica, St. Paul’s (Guild and Missionary)—Mrs, Clifford B. Holand, 625 
21st Pl., Santa Monica 
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MINUTES 


OF THE 


Fifty-Second Annual Convention 
OF THE 


WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
San Francisco, California, May 1-3, 1944 


Theme: “PRESSING FORWARD” 


May 1, 1944, 7:45 p.m. 

The sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered at a combined service 

of the Synod of California and the Women's Missionary Society. The sermon 
was preached by Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., president of the Synod. 


FIRST SESSION 
May 2, 1944, 9:30 a.m. 
The convention hymn, “Awake My Soul’ was sung and the convention 
prayer ‘For the Troubled World” prayed in unison. 
The President called the convention to order, after the use of the office for 
the opening of a Missionary convention. 
Hymn, “Love Divine, All Love Excelling”, was sung. 
The devotions—'Pressing Forward—with Charity"—was conducted by Mrs. 
F. J. Bowman. 
Mrs. J. George Dorn gave the address of welcome. 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., pastor loci, brought greetings from the 
congregation. $ 
Mrs. Julius E. Lorimer, bore greetings from our missionary sisters of the 
Augustana Synod. 
A letter of greetings from Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, President of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of U.L.C.A., was read by the secretary. 
Mrs. E. C. Bentz responded with an expression of gratitude for these greet- 
ings. : 
Mrs. Beulah Ader, accompanied by Rev. Orval Awerkamp, sang a solo— 
“Dear Lord, Kind Lord”. 
The convention program was presented by Mrs. Robert D. Kerstetter. 
A motion prevailed that the program as presented become the order of 
procedure for the convention. 
Mrs. W. J. Bieber, wife of the home missionary, was introduced. Wives of 
new pastors were introduced. 
The roll of credentials was read with six officers, two conference presidents, 
ten department secretaries, thirty-seven delegates responding. 
The president announced the convention committees: 
President's Report—Mrs, P. J. Kramer, Mrs. Francis Pryor, Mrs. Orval Awer- 
kamp, Mrs. Harry Hahn. 
Resolutions—Mrs, Caroline Young, Mrs. G. W. Wilson, Mrs. A. J. Spindt, Mrs 
L. W. Varblow. ie 
Nominations—Mrs. E. C. Bentz, Mrs. W. Capel, Mrs. Francis Pryor, Miss 
Matilde Fritz. : 7 ; 
CO a te Robert D. Kerstetter, Mrs. C. C. Bohnhoff, Mrs. Carlton York 
mith. 
The Vice-President was called to the chair while the President's report 
was read. The report was referred to the committee on president's report. 
The reports of the treasurer and auditor were read. A motion pevailed that 
these reports be accepted and placed on file. 
The secretary read the report of the statistician. A motion prevailed that 
the coe be accepted. 
e report of the archivist was read by the secr i i 
that the report be accepted. 3 en ee 
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Miss Ruth Juram, Promotional Secretary of the Women’s Missionary Society 
of the U.L.C.A., was introduced by Mrs, Albert Schwertz, and addressed the 
convention on ‘Pressing Forward”. 

The offering, $18.37, was received and consecrated by Rev. Paul Romeis, 
who closed the session with prayer and the benediction. 


SECOND SESSION : 
May 2, 1944, 1:30 p.m. 

The session opened with the convention hymn and prayer. 

Mrs. M. A. Linebaugh conducted the devotions, “Pressing Forward—with 
Humility”. 

Hymn, “Take My Life and Let It Be”, was sung. 

The president announced a change in the program to allow the Rev. 'F. 
Eppling Reinartz, D.D., Promotional Secretary of the U.L.C.A., to address the 
convention at this time. : 

The roll was called with 5 officers, 8 secretaries, 2 conference presidents, 
34 delegates responding. 

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

“Echoes from Roanoke” was given by Mrs. Clarence Crouser. 

After a five minute recess, Mrs. Albert Schwertz presented a unified pro- 
gram for women. A general discussion followed. 

A solo, “Thy Perfect Love’, was sung by Miss Muriel Person. 

The offering, $13.91, was received. 

The Rev. Arthur W. Alm consecrated the offering and closed the session 
with prayer. 


THIRD SESSION 
May 2, 1944, 7:45 p.m. 

The hymn, “Love Divine—All Love Excelling”, was sung and the Rev. Albert 
B. Schweriz, D.D., conducted the Vesper Service. 

The choir sang an anthem. 

Mrs. Orval Awerkamp read the Scripture lesson and led the assembly in 
prayer. 

The hymn, “O Zion Haste’, was sung. 

The President introduced Miss Ruth Juram, who gave an address on “Our 
Wider Horizon”. 

The choir sang another anthem. 

The offering, $55.24, was received. 

The hymn, “Saviour Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”, was sung. 

The benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 

A reception was held in the social rooms of the church, with the women of 
St. Mark's as hostesses. 


FOURTH SESSION 
May 3, 1944, 9:30 p.m. 

The session opened with the convention hymn and prayer. 

The devotions, ‘Pressing Forward—With Sincerity”, was conducted by Mrs. 
Elwood Schwenk. : 

The hymn, “Beautiful Saviour’ was sung. 

The minutes of Tuesday afternoon and evening sessions were read and 
approved. 

The roll was called with 6 officers, 2 conference presidents, 9 department 
secretaries, 36 delegates responding. 

Mrs. Bertha Jorgenson, accompanied by Mrs. Dalzell, sang a solo, “Life”. 

The Rev. M. J. Beiber, D.D., home mission pastor of the new mission in Alta- 
dena, gave an address on “Our Mission Fields”. 

The Rev. Herbert Weaver, D.D., expressed his appreciation of the “In 
Memoriam” for Mrs. Weaver which was contributed by Southern Conference. 

Mrs. P. J. Kramer presented the departmental work in the form of a radio 
broadcast. 

In the absence of Mrs. Edward Spirer, Mrs. Clara Crouser presented the Roll 
Call of Honor and Superior Merit Societies. Ten Superior Merit and twenty-three 
Honor awards were given. 

Reports of Summer Schools of Missions were presented by Mrs. W. E. 
Crouser and Mrs. Arthur Knudten. 
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‘The offering, $15.32, was received and consecrated by the Rev. Robert D. 


Kerstetter, Ph.D. 
The session was closed with prayer. 


FIFTH SESSION 
f May 3, 1944, 1:30 p.m. 

The session opened with the convention hymn and prayer. 

The devotions, “Pressing Forward—With Fidelity”, was conducted by Mrs. 
Wm. Capel. 

A motion prevailed that the roll call and reading*of the minutes be post- 
poned until the closs of the session. 

A period of general discussion was conducted by Miss Ruth Juram. 

The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., President of Synod, was introduced 
and spoke in appreciation of women’s work in the Synod of California. 

The Rev. J. Edward Oslund addressed the session on Lutheran World Action, 
especially as it pertained to the Lutheran Service Center in San Francisco. 

“God Bless Our Boys” was sung. 

The offering was received and consecrated by Rev. Oslund. 

Miss Vicken, who does Christian work in defense areas, was introduced 
and spoke of her work. 

The report of the committee on president's report was read and the recom- 
mendations were considered seriatim. 

Recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, were adopted. 

A motion prevailed that the report be adopted as read. 

The report of the committee on Resolutions was received. . 

A motion prevailed that the report should be adopted. 

The report of the committee on Claims was read. 

A motion prevailed that all claims be allowed. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was presented as follows: 

Presiden tise cee ee A pe Caen eee ee eee ed Mrs. James P, Beasom, Jr. 

Vice-President: = secs Sr ee ea Mrs. Clarence F. Crouser 

Recording; “Secietarye as eee ae Mrs. Charles S. Izenour 


SPreASUiTOT soe. ve sce SS nea Care NIE oye eh eee ee Mrs. Wm. B, Scheehl 
Statistician: = 253 Oe ae See ae een Mrs. Kenneth Sketch 
Historian........ Mrs. Orval A. Awerkamp 
ACH vis tea pre eee eee ES See ee eee ee Mrs. J. E. Hoick 


A motion prevailed that the report be accepted. 

A call was made for nominations from the floor. 

A motion prevailed that the nominations be closed and the chairman of 
the cna committee cast the unanimous ballot for the officers as nomi- 
nated. 

president called for new business. 

motion prevailed that the Synodical Soci i 

issue of the Golden State Lutheran. . eibaoiieerga tne 

The triennial objective was discussed and Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz was ap- 
pointed chairman of this fund. 

The minutes were read and approved as corrected. 

Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz installed the officers. 

An impressive Life Membership Candlelight Service was conducted by 
Mrs. Harry Hahn. 

The Missionary Benediction was prayed. 

The president declared the convention adjourned. 

MRS. CHARLES §. IZENOUR, Recording Secretary 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


Once more, we meet in a time of war, a war which has involved all of our 
congregations, societies and homes. It has involved these not only in this land 
but in almost every land of the world, for this is a global war, a world war 
In spite of this conflict, the Lord has shown us His divine presence and has 
showered us with blessings. In the midst of tears, there is joy, a joy which has 
been the result of a closer relationship with our God. It seems as though He 
was using human adversity to bring His kingdom nearer to the hearts of men 

As we meet, then, in this fifty-second annual convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of California, we have a triple 
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task: First, we must return thanks to almighty God for His goodness towards us. 
Second, we must remember the boys and girls, men and women who serve in 
the armed forces of our Country; we must remember them in our prayers. We 
must take to the throne of grace our missionaries and pastors and chaplains who 
are serving under war conditions. We must seek divine blessings upon all who 
are suffering, sorrowing and dying both in the armies of our nation and the 
armies of our God. Third, we must “press forward’ in the work which the Lord 
has called upon us to do, for this is our day and our time of our great opportunity. 
We dare not neglect the Father's business. 

Looking over the work of our society for the past year, we note our failures 
and our successes, the things which we failed to do and the things which were 
done. We beg divine forgiveness both for our sins of commission and those of 
omission. We thank Him for His help in making possible our accomplishments. 
For these, to Him belongs all the praise, honor and glory. 

Humbly, we record our part in this blessed ministry. Increases have been 
noted in every department. Our Thank Offering has increased $873.15 to a total 
of $2,668.15. Likewise, has the membership increased in the classification of 
“Life Memberships”. Here we record a gain of over $400.00. Our Lenten offer- 
ings increased $409.87. In the same manner, we might list each department. 

The statistical report will show that over 60% of our societies have had an 
increase of 10% or more in membership, bringing our present membership total 
to 1132. 

In response to the recommendation of our last convention on scholarships. 
Two of these to So. America have been attained. 

As to the personal activities of your president, many letters have been 
written; semi-annually they have gone to all the local societies. The corres- 
pondence has been kept up to date. Two executive board meetings were held: 
one north and one south. Due to the distances, a great deal of our work has 
been carried on by correspondence. Your president has talked to five societies 
and has visited many of the congregations of Synod, including two mission 
fields. (We are looking forward to the organization of Missionary societies in all 
of these fields.) I have spoken at two congress rallies and have written four 
articles for the Golden State Lutheran. I made a report of the Triennial con- 
vention at Roanoke to the So. Conference of our Synodical society. At this 
former convention, it was my privilege to make many contacts with members of 
our great work throughout the whole church, with the members of the executive 
board and staff secretaries of our society as well as the national church. It was 
a glorious experience and a real inspiration. For all of which I am deeply grate- 
ful to you and the church for making this possible. Besides these, there were 
many interviews and other activities too numerous to mention. 

Personally and for the church-at-large, I would like to thank each member 
of the executive board and department secretaries. The work could not go on 
without this loyal cooperation and sacrificial service. Moreover, I want to express 
my appreciation for the numerous letters and statements of encouragement 
which you have given to me. 

_ Three new societies were welcomed into our Synodical society during the 
year: Emma Louise Alm Missionary Society of San Bernardino, The Business and 
Professional Women’s Society of First Church, Los Angeles, and the Business 
and Professional Women's Society of Glendale. We are happy to have these 
women unite with,'us in our world-wide program. May the Lord guide and 
bless them. 

For your consideration, I place before you the following recommendations 
THAT, 

1. In accordance with the national objective for the Triennium 1943-46, we 
contribute funds for the training and sending forth of at least 12 young women 
into the mission fields (List of recommendations found in Women’s Work, Nov. 
1943). 

, We carry out this objective by making plans, so that every society of our 
Synodical will contribute funds for this cause during the coming year in an 
amount that will equal from one to five dollars per member for the triennium. 

. 8. We contribute to Lutheran World Action to the amount of $75.00 and 
encourage all local societies to make contributions, likewise, to this cause. 

4. We contribute all offerings of this convention to the Triennium objective. 

5. We send a gift from the deaconess fund to the amount of $15.00 to Sister 
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Irmgard Shugard, our California deaconess. ‘ 

6. We contribute $10.00 to the General Women’s Missionary Society fund 
for Miss Ruth Juram, promotional secretary of our national society and our guest 
at this convention. a 

7. We continue our support to Rocky Boy Mission as a part of our Synodical 
Special. 

8. We continue to support the missions of our Synod as a part of our 
Synodical Special, and that we pay for the chairs (100 each) for our Altadena 
and North Long Beach missions. 

9. We assist the officers of Synod and the Hofthe Mission committee of 
Synod in locating new mission fields into which our Synod should enter to 
establish mission congregations. 

10. We seek to enlist all of the women of our congregation into active mem- 
bership in our society, that we do this by encouraging the organization of 
younger women’s groups in our church and for business and professional 
women. (There are many women employed in our congregation who should be- 
long to our missionary society.), and in congregations where there are no 
missionary societies at the present. 

11. We continue to pray daily for our missionaries, our men and women in 
the armed services, and for a peace with justice and righteousness. 

12. In following out the theme of this convention, “Press Forward”, we 
determine to draw closer to our Lord and God in unselfish service in the kingdom. 

May you continue to experience the blessing of our Lord. 

Respectfully submitted, HELGA O. BEASOM 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


The 34th annual convention of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Northern Conference was held at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, San Francisco, 
October 19, 1943. 

The convention theme, “Go Ye, Make Disciples of All Nations”, was well 
chosen and beautifully presented in the devotional service by Miss Rose 
Flathman. 

In the morning the usual inspiring Communion Service was held with the 
men of the Northern Conference Convention. 

The work of the departments was ably presented by Mrs, P. J. Kramer. She 
earnestly urged us to follow our Lord's command and “Be about our Father's 
business”. 

Mrs. C. F. Crouser brought us a most enlightening report on the National 
Convention held at Roanoke, Va., in October. 

We were privileged to hear in joint session, the Rev. S. O. Thorlakson’s 
report on the Gettysburg Convention. Dr. Earl S. Rudisill of the Parish School 
Board and Dr. Clarence S. Krumholz of the National Lutheran Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MYRTLE A, (Mrs. L. W.) VARBLOW, 
President of Northern Conference 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The 37th annual convention of the Women's Missionary Society of the 
Southern Conference of the Synod of California was held in Hollywood Lutheran 
Church, October 29, 1943. The theme for devotions was “The Great Storehouse 
of Blessings not Rationed”’. 

Recommendations to memorialize Mrs. Herbert J. Weaver and to give $25 to 
the Hollywood Lutheran Service Center were adopted. 

The officers for 1943-44 are: 


President oe et CE NIRn cr VeWes) DONUT LAL Seiad. Ve Ml Ta i | Mrs. Charles S, Izenour 
First Vice-President... SB Pat Siok eee MLPA RLS Co La Ie Mrs. Wm. Keighley 
Second Vice-President my Mrs. Grace Esther Chelson 
Recording Secretary dus. Vk fo ele ihe Mrs. Carlton York Smith 
Treasurer.........: Sa a Mrs. Francis Woodworth 
HistorianiA Bk mA aL ehh ans Amen niie Mrs. J. E. Hoick 


The next convention will be held in Bethany Church, Los Angeles 
At a meeting of the Executive Committee held in January action was taken 
to contribute $25 to the Mission in Altadena and $25 for South American Scholar- 
ships. Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. CHARLES S. IZENOUR, President 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER, WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


March 15, 1943 to March 15, 1944 
BALANCES ON HAND, MARCH 15, 1943 


Congressminay.elgiim cl mmm! vote i ee $ 83.00 
Deaconess inc pe em nie ret oe tink oo ce ee TON 50 
SVnodicalPonecialmeewes ee Mine Be 0a Fae Te re 101.49 
SRO Ca IMT ee ween Sire see a Poke SUN Peo ee Ee 367.89 
$ 672.88 
RECEIPTS 
PESTATUCIU EV gins ON CS pete etnngeie tet oe Pa ok A $ 400.00 
AGSOCIGIG MIM eT DG rs aeons wre een ute Mua spl ky 32.00 
Bibles Wemen and Scholarships (ess. Sek ee 679.00 
SO NED Wi OT Ree es ee aa re do! eke Vie a tl go HY 155.40 
hrisimace @iening ste tee ey ee 209.79 
CongnressatravelasunGd. soe see weer ey 57.00 
DEACGMESSE tht aes ies en toe tn Phan eer 2S 21.99 
Generaig Unc ese eee ee ee ee ee ee 1,200.10 
iivciiamliace. Otterin cpt. ceea he ind Silt Ree 264.83 
AY GI NST On DIS Ves aS fies atl NEN an ia AN re pie 471.72 
Life-Memberships and In-Memoriums —....W 2222-0. 1,300.00 
PON Onteniente ens eee re ee ERC been 2,668.15 
ini-ennialiConvention tecus. 0a ee Pe ee 91.40 
VWisitanonsbepantinenteeen okie) A ese We ane eae oS 2.00 
NETS CSU ISIES OUTS Citi ease ei ge sar ae oe 63.75 
DyWoOcicallsS peclalcs ees re ee eae eee eae US 898.78 
RSNVLO CLEC a Ree me tee tet ners enter ccna, ALE Naa 357.34 
$8,878.81 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Miss A. Barbara Wiegand, National Treasurer... $7,877.09 
Gittmtomststenuinmcganc ts Pe ew MS ee 20.00 
emt Merany OL Ce AC lloOn sss mes oe Seek Pe ee 77.00 
Hollywooduoernvice:Centerm. — ss gem 50.00 
@usiogian Convention Cnurch se ak 2.50 
Conventionsprograms. 25 26s 6. ee 10.50 
CabinereiorsAncni vistas ek eae 8 ae 8) she ee eee tt 6.00 
President's and Statistician’s expenses — 0-2-2 34.30 
SaCreLanvis WEXDOTI SCS ste ee ee A 4.50 
MirensureysrexXDCH SOS’ oc. new ee Radin A eee Te ee aa 29.49 
Department Secretaries’ expenses -—__...------------2----------2---ee-- 8.19 
PRG USUILGISet DOING ue ese Oe ee 5.00 
lutherans Womens s\Vorke Wher lle). 2 2.00 
Interdenominational School of Missions —...----2-..---------- 5.00 
Life-Membership and In-Memorium forms -.........--.--.... 10.04 
STOLL Ryan te ees merase yl RR ad a A 17.94 
PRUE G ITU SS) Of VAIO ee nee ce 80.00 
Chairs for St. Andrew's Mission, San Mateo _............. 286.31 
Piano for St. Andrew’s Mission, San Mateo ............-..---.---- 138.38 
Gift to St. Andrew's Mission, San Mateo _.......---..------- 5.00 
nt OMO ILA CeTlam IS SIOM ate: cor ee eee ee 25.00 
$8,690.24 
BALANCES MARCH 15, 1944 
GS eng Eee hAG, | abate PR SS aa ase me $ 140.00 
IDS ACOMCSCMUITICL pete see eee me Aer Ss a 5 eed ints 128.05 
RS VETO oll are Cl ca ree eet ite acc ean 175.58 
Srgavove Wega! JP e sete peer eee if oI. het ene eee 417.82 
$ 861.45 
U. S. Government bonds owned (at cost price) -.....--- 


Respectfully submitted, 


$ 672.88 


$8,878.81 
$9,551.69 — 


$8,690.24 


$ 861.45 
$9,551.69 
$ 296.00 


MABEL B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer 
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STATISTICIAN’S REPORT 
Societies Active Members Associate Members 
Northern Conference 316 2 


Southern Conference 33 819 18 
52 1135 20 

Societies Active Members 
Northern Conference Gains —2 Bi 
Southern Conference Gains a) 125 
==] 132 


Respectfully submitied, 
MRS. KENNETH R. SKETCH, 
Statistical Secretary 


ARCHIVIST’S REPORT 


I am placing this year in the Archives the Lutheran Woman's Work for 1943, 
a copy of the Minutes of our Synod and Synodical Convention and a Program of 
the same. There should also be a copy of the Minutes of the Roanoke Conven- 
tion. 

All who are subscribers to Lutheran Woman's Work are acquainted with the 
fact that space was given for the picture and description of our California 
Synodical Archives in the February issue of this year. Miss Gruber, Business 
Manager of the Magazine, wrote regarding the article and the photo: “I know 
it will arouse much interest and perhaps give some people ideas which will 
be helpful.” 


v 


Respectfully submitted, 
GRACE HOICK 


DIVISIONS OF OUR WORK 
EDUCATION 

At the Convention in Glendale book sold to the amount of $10.30 and 500 
pieces of free literature distributed. ; 

Mrs. Spirer reports the sale of $10.00 for books at the Southern Conference. 

At the Northern Conference 200 pieces of free literature distributed. No 
books sold. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. WM. IRONSIDE 


MAGAZINE 
The number of subscriptions in the general Society as reported by Mary L. 
Gruber, Business Manager, is 44,000. The California Synodical has 894 sub- 
scriptions, a gain of 61 during the year. 29 societies report having Lutheran 
Women’s Work in the home of each active member. 
CAROLINE E. YOUNG 


MISSIONARY EDUCATION REPORT 
Thirty societies reported study groups, Twenty-two groups studied the 
Home Theme and twenty groups studied the Foreign Theme. Four hundred and 


four persons were enrolled in these groups, and one hundred and thirty persons 
completed the Reading Course for the year. 


MRS. RAY INSLEE, Department Sec’y 


ANNUITY 


One $100.00 bond and one $300.00 bond for the year, a total of $1,300.00 
for the past four years. 


MRS. MARGARET LINEBAUGH, Sec’y 


BOX WORK 


Twenty-one boxes, valued at $490, (2 of these were not valued) plus 46 
es i to Service Men, also not valued. 
ash for Box Work $165.40, of which $10 wa t directly, i 
through the Synodical Treasurer. ety ake cities beans: 
MRS. FRANCIS C. PRYOR 
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THE LIFE MEMBERSHIP AND “IN MEMORIAM” DEPARTMENT 


1943-1944 
Life Memberships received during Synodical year. cece 83 
Honorary Life Memberships received during Synodical yeareu.....2-::ccssessee-- 12 
piOtalla Lite Memberships Teceiveds 95 
Bites Memberships on .synodical- Roll) =e. ee 922 
Honorary Life Memberships on Synodical Roll eee 163 
Total Life Memberships on Synodical Rollei... 220 ecceceeecceeeeececeeceeeeeeeee ene 1085 
Persons Memoralized during the Synodical year... ...-.cc-cccecsceeeeeceeceseeeeeeeeoeee 20 
sotal-- In Memoriam: onmSynodical Rollo.) ae 140 
nOU%c)-LifesMembership: Society, reported. = 2. Es Ss ] 


7 
The total income from this Department for the year 1943-44 was $1,300.00. 
Respectfully submitted, g 
MRS, HARRY W. HAHN 


PATRON AND PROTEGE 
The Patron and Protege department reports support of five Bible women 
and eleven scholarships, a total of 685.00. 
MRS. PHIL WISEMAN, Sec’y 


THANK OFFERING 


The Missionary Women of the California Synod have shown their gratitude 
to God by a very good increase in the Thank Offering this year over that of last 
year. The increase amounting to $873.15 making our Thank Offering for this year 
$2,668.15. May we continue in prayer that soon peace will come again. 

MRS. J. HJORT 


PROMOTION DEACONESS 


The literature received from headquarters has been forwarded to the Con- 
ference Presidents. 
E. M. FRITZ 


EXTENSION DEPARTMENT 


Twelve societies reported having made calls to interest new members. 1036 
homes were visited. 125 copies of the “Quarterly Visitor” were distributed. 

I wish to congratulate the John K. Reed Society in Phoenix, Arizona, for 
having made 356 calls; the St. Paul’s Guild at our new church in Vallejo for 
having made 200 calls; and the Queen Esther Society at First Lutheran in Oak- 
land for having made 150 calls. 

It is undoubtedly due to the conscientious efforts of our members that we 
are able to report such a substantial gain in our membership for California 


Synod, 
MRS. E. L. KONOW 


PROMOTION 


Three interesting meetings of the presidents of our young women’s 
Missionary societies have been held this year. One to plan for the fall conven- 
tion and two this spring to plan for our guest Miss Ruth Juram and our rally 
which is slated for May 19th and to be held at the First English Lutheran Church, 
Los Angeles. Elaborate plans have been made and we are anticipating a fine 
rally for our young women. 

At the fall convention, held at the Hollywood Lutheran Church, a fund was 
started for the triennium objective, to assist some young women who would 
enter full time service of the church. This offering amounted to $20.42. 

Much of our work has been through the mails and over the telephone. We 
are happy to say that new societies have been organized and we are anticipating 
more.» 

Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. M. H. SHOREEN 


REPORT OF STUDENT SECRETARY 
Your secretary reports sending thirty-seven (37) blanks and letters to 
Pastors of these congregations. 


63 


Twenty-two (22) replies were received. 

Due to world conditions there are not many students to report. Forty-one 
(41) men and sixteen (16) women, at various institutions of learning. Of these, 
six (6) men are preparing for the ministry and ten (10) women for Christian | 
service. 

The names and addresses were sent to Dr. Mary Markley, and the Pastors 
notified at the various institutions. 

Respectfully submitted, ~ 
MEREDITH R. DYSINGER 


INDIA LACE 


The receipts for India Lace for 1943 and 1944 were $264.83. All Missionary 
Societies have been informed about the India Lace Day in May and where pro- 
gram material may be obtained. 


HILDA HANSEN 


CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH REPORT 


With the alarming amount of child delinquency in our nation today, we as 
Christian women have a greater responsibility than ever to help promote the 
Children of the Church program. 


It is gratifying to report three new organizations—San Bernardino, Beverly 
Hills, and Glendale. 


One of the projects for the year is the study of South America. 
Respectfully yours, 
MOLLY J. SWANSON 


TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
Year Ending March, 1944 


‘Alam brats Grace nt 2. 220 eel nen nate so Ante DO Sane, IS. Lene an Brae eee $ 2.00 
Berkeley. St Michael'si pn cee ees soe ear a Se ee eee ee ee 1.50 
Glandale First ees ae. en Re See ee eee 3.00 
Flolty Wood ee Fie Pe eae ae OE ee Wr, ee een ene ee ee 27.06 
Huntington (Park Sit \huke's a2 oes ae as en ee eee ee 17.00 
North Holly woods Ste Matthew si... ee eee ee ee ee 26.00 
POSTER Gora ee eS ee ee re ee ee ee ee 11.47 
Same BernarGino) se inst cece ce 5 eee Sen Meee oe Oe ores ee ne oe eee 5.23 
San Diego, First 20 - seer ee ee ee a ne te eee 72.79 
Thesenglish Lutheran, Dr (Dy since mi seeeen see eee 6.75 
Ws) <I pppere reer eer eeeeeninr 22 eS EE NG OD.L ee RR ait ata tI ae eee eel ae Oe a $172.80 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. EDWARD N. SPIRER, Treas. 


COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


We are deeply grateful to our Heavenly Father for His ever present help 
and sustaining power which has kept our President throughout the past year. 
We sincerely commend her for her untiring faithfulness and consecrated devo- 
tion to her duties as President of our Synodical. Your committee has carefully 
considered her report and recommend the adoption of all the recommendations 
contained in this report. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. P. J. KRAMER 
MRS. O. A. AWERKAMP 
MRS. H. W. HAHN 
MRS. F. C. PRYOR 
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COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


With grateful thanksgiving to Almighty God for His continued blessings 


upon us during these days of Convention, we submit the following resolutions: 


L 


We extend our sincere thanks to Dr. and Mrs. J. George Dorn and the mem- 
bers of St. Mark’s Church for their gracious hospitality shown to delegates 
and visitors at their 52nd annual convention of the Synodical Missionary 
Society of the Synod of California. 


. To the leaders of the devotionals on the theme “Pressing Forward—With 


Charity, Humility, Sincerity and Fidelity”, Mrs. F. J. Bowman, Mrs. M. A. 
Linebaugh, Mrs. Elwood Schwenk, Mrs. Wm. Capel and Mrs. Orval Awerkamp. 


. To our soloists Mrs. Beulah Ader, Miss Muriel Person and Mrs. Bertha 


Jorgensen and their accompanists, also to our Convention pianist, Mrs. Leni 
Lampe Raith. 


. To the Rev. F. Eppling Reinart, D.D., Dr. Milton J. Bieber, and Rev. J. Edward 


Oslund for their inspirational addresses, and to Miss Ruth Juram, our 
General Promotional Secretary, for her informative talks on the work of our 
society. 


5. To Mrs. P. J. Kramer for her original and dramatic presentation of the work 
of the Department Secretaries. 

6. Lastly, to our President, Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Executive Committee and Program _ 
Committee, for their faithful service during the year and for the preparation 
of the Convention program. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CAROLINE ENDERS YOUNG 
MRS. GEO. W. WILSON 
MYRTLE A. VARBLOW 
MRS. A. J. SPINDT 
REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
For: 

“SSSR a eS ee ee ee Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr. 

TSE SERIES TS ge ee reac ee eee Mrs. C. F. Crouser 

SSCS SS NS ee eee Mrs. C. S. Izenour 

“Vy een ee Oe Ti on er ee ee Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl 

SNR ae et ep ered ae er pe i a ene pe See Mrs, Kenneth Sketch 

“cs isi a ei a A eae ncaa eae nc ees Mrs. Orval A. Awerkamp 

EOE S BRS CSR a es a ee re i ea ec Mrs. J. E, Hoick 

EP eRe ES Se PSA eet te cee ok eee Mrs. P. J. Kramer 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. E. C. BENTZ 
MISS E. MATHILDE FRITZ 
MRS. WM. CAPEL 
MRS. FRANCIS C. PRYOR 
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LIST OF SUPERIOR AND HONOR SOCIETIES 


CITY CHURCH NAME OF SOCIETY 
SUPERIOR: 
Oakland: 3<). 225.2 eae, Pitch. eno ee Queen ’sEsther.23 ee ee 22 
Sanjosen.. satire as Graceniiti tes dens ale le Se eee eee 20 
Beveriy fillg))fok ope ee Women of the Church... 23 
Glowdalen Ss San reers. Fipshess (Sst Bs Women's C. of C. Missions_....... 22 
Huntington Park............ Sti Lukeisses=. ses Gospelwol, Light). eee 20 — 
Huntington. Park... St Luke's. pee Gro- Vie) ee ha ae sa ae 20 
Phoertixts ste nie tr ano tte eles eee JohneK (Reeds ae8. ee cee es 24 
San Bernardino.................- First oe Minnie L, Sandridge. i= 22, 
OM DNCOOL tear a ee Parst eerrenncnss aoe Women of the Church...........--.--..-- 22 
SantDiegos 222. 3 Firste-ce nee dst ad Katherines Von, boris see 20 
HONOR: 
Berkeleye.= 22 ee St. Michael’s__...... Lowisa: Millers 222 = ce eee 17 
Berkele ys ote ate St. Michaelis= 2 Dorcas = ycck sagan eres Tz 
Fresno see ate eee Firstar sit Goce First .. een ees eat eae ge 15 
ProsnON ee eee bane Firsts” GhieRho Circles. ee eee 15 
Oaklands 7 nese es Pans (tee tee ed ‘Louisa: Miller: = 16 
Oaklandiektet..cete len SRT Onset a ce a ee ee eee 16 
Richmond. = ee Grace 2s soe Mary-Martha soca ee ee 19 
DACTAMIEMIO see eee |g bare ee enc ee LUE Bethany. ee st ea es 5 eee ee 15 
Sacramentos. 2 Stalonn eureiss sn Doréas® | 2c oes es eee ee Ores 1S 
Sanvdloses a3 eee Bethel eeses a ee Lydia:.: Woermer: 22. Ss ae 15 
“VENI Si [oat Peed toast Ver tale a oe eee See Ste Paul se Guilds. 2 errs eee 18 
Gardena. .wee ee Stslohinis. tae er et a tn eta et ap ae ee 15 
Holly woods cA Hollywood... Women ‘of the’ Church. oe 18 
Holly woods war 8s Hollywood............... Florence: M.- Welty. ee 18 
Wong Peach eros ears Ph ateblp Pememnceten 1 ecteu ema etree ns. TASS M REY oti odathnaptun! tS Red 18 
Los Angeles! Bethany. ce -2- 2c: Second ini 2. ee ee 18 
LoswAngeleswy.2.... 2 o... RTS te cco one ae Women of the Church... 19 
North Hollywood.............. St. Matthew_........... Mena) Spiror 5s. 3 en oe ees 20 
North Hollywood.............. St. Matthew... Path: sheen ee oe ee eee 19 
iPasadenain. 3 eee TD PUYA Ry so age ce Cee Se 16 
manta, baroara. cn. raced ei SR Rie areca. Gee ne ney Ptged ts Oi. Ride eee en a eae 17 
Bante Monicales 20 aes, Si cPeulsstese eer St. Pauls Guilds eee 19 
Redlands22.22 2oe soe ADSL gc) ARM NNN ce URLS A ape MER EUR Mee: Ob WRN ee ce a 20 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR HONOR ROLL—14 POINTS 
FOR SUPERIOR MERIT SOCIETY—18 POINTS 


An increase in membership. 

An average attendance at meetings of at least 50% of the membership. 

Use of the monthly program published in Lutheran Women’s Work. 

A subscription to the Lutheran Women’s Work in the home of every member. 
Promotion of the Children of the Church in your congregation. . 


A Mission Study Class, or reading circle, in the congregation. 


. Financial obligations fully met, sent in quarterly, before the 15th of June, 


September, and March, to Synodical treasurer. 


Kan Generalee tincdi ot isto eae OS eee ee 10c per member per month. 
(jesynodicaltheer ae as ae ee) ot ee 25c per member per year 
(c) Triennial Convention Expense... 10c per member per year. 


Synodical Special—Rocky Boy and California Missions—$1.00 per member. 
per year. 


. Lenten Offering, Christmas Offering, India Lace Offering (free will). 


. Contribution of $1.00 each for Deaconess and Congress Travel funds per 


society per year. 


. Increase in amount of Thank Offering. 


One public Thank Offering meeting. 
Box Work—cash or supplies. 


Support of Patron and Protege work (partial payment on scholarships ac- 
ceptable.) 


One new Life Member or In-Memoriam. 


Observance of the Week of Prayer and self-denial, or Day of prayer. 


. Representation at Conference and Synodical convention. 


Observance of India Lace Day, cooperating with Sunday School children. 


. Prompt reports and answers to all communications from officers. 


Send name of new president to Synodical Secretary as soon as possible. 


Triennial Objective—partial contribution to be made this year. 


14 Points are required to become a Society on the Honor Roll. Of these 14 


points, one must be No. 7 with a, b, and c obligations fully met. 


18 Points are required to become a Superior Merit Society. Of these 18 


points, four must be met, namely: No. 1, No. 7, No. 11 and No. 14. 
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APPENDIX A—FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCEITY, 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, FOR 1943-1944 


NAME OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


Associate Members 


Annuity Bonds 


Bible Women 
Scholarships 


Box Work 


Christmas Offering 
Congress Travel 
Deaconess Fund 
Lenten Offering 
Life Memberships, 
In-Memoriams 


Fund 
General Fund 


e 18 
Ince, 
i gq 
3 95 
ca On 
b=) Led 
S| Se 
id q 
Fa a§ 
3 2, 
SG Pia 
A BR 


Visitation 


Mise. Gifts 


Alhambra, Grace (Grace) -....<...cece0esesencce- 
Alhambra, Grace (Dr. Anna S. Kugler). 
Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Louisa Miller) 
Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Fidelis). 
Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Dorcas). 
Beverly Hills (Women of the Chu 
Beverly els (UKM) foe ee & 
Fresno, First (Women of the Church)........... 
reso, Hirst (Chic Rho Circle) 26 2 ae 
Gardenaest: JObn sa.2 5 ea es Ve 
Glendale, First (Wom. Council Chris. Mis.)... 
Glendale, First (Phi Rho Theta).......0000000000.-. 
Hollywood (Women of the Church................- 
Hollywood (Florence M. Welty)................-...-- 
Huntington Park (Gospel Light) wes 
Huntington Park (Go Ye)................ pias 
Inglewood, Holy Trinity (Dorecas)........0......... 
pone Beachy Prinirteync----..csccseecene ata 
Los Angeles, Bethany (First)....... ee 
Los Angeles, Bethany (Cosmos).........222..22----- 
Los Angeles, First (Women of Church)........ 
Los AnPeless Mirst (CDRH oo ee a ee 
Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (First) ....20.22.00..0:0.5-- 
Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Loving Hearts)...... 
No. Hollywood (Mena Spirer)...............22...-22..-- 
INOSEohivaroO 0 MGIC ATER). es ok ee a 
Oakland, First (Queen Esther)..._.. aad 
Oakland, First (Louisa A. Miller)... 
Oalelands Sty TOMI IS cytes cies ae ie ees as 
TERNS Ye ra Woy wits sea Nigh hall vay hate = er seekers ape Pipeiah in -ig oa ae 
Phoenix, Grace (John K. Reed)....... Ee 
EVOGHATLCR By lr Sits 200 aac net ee eS a 
Richmond, Grace (Mary-Martha).................-. 
Richmond (In His Service)............2........ 
Riverside, Trinity (Mission Guild).... 
Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl)... ee 
pacramento: Hirst (Bethany ) :. 22.020. 
pacramento,_ St. John’s CHiTst) 02a. Sts 
Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas)........ 
San Bernardino (Minnie Sandidye) 
San Diego, First (Women of the Church)...... 
San Diego, First (Catherine von Bora).......... 
SEU EHE NEY pal cok Biel 2 Its ee a a a tes 
San Jose (Lydia S. Woerner)... 
aI OSC GEC CLs. acces acceso sees ae 
SAME TAN Cisco; MUS tsi ccueececs ce scces Taine Sen oe 
San Francisco, St. Mark’s (Miss. Study)......-. 
San, Francisco, St. Matthew’s.......2.22.--.2.22-.0.0022 
San Francisco, Temple........... at 
WantasbarDare,, GVACC 2. in 2 cb acncemeance eee 
Santa Monica, St. Paul’s (Wom. Guild).......... 
Vallejo, St. Paul’s (Lutheran Guild).....-........ 
Convention: Offerings .7 asia h ON Ee 
Northern Conference... 
Southern Conference... 
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44,73 2.10 
27.84 1.30 
39.00 2.00 
1.30 
717.25 3.60 
40.00 
23.00 2.00 
321.00 8.60 
5.00 
96.35 3.20 
56.00 2.10 
94.92 2.50 
25.71 1.20 
17.15 1.00 
66.00 
26.65 2.30 
8.30 1.20 
228.05 5.50 
1.20 
82.15 2.00 
15.00 1.10 
100.00 1.40 
65.40 2.00 
73.70 3.10 
19.00 1.00 
35.12 1.00 
149.35 3.50 
143.94 3.00 
43.70 2.00 
52.20 
6.20 
47.38 2.40 
16.10 
27.05 1.80 
19.82 
19.89 2.00 
8.06 2,30 
115.81 3.50 
25.55 2.00 
10.00 1.70 
60.00 1.70 
40.00 70 
17.82 80 
20.00 2.00 
3.50 1.00 
26.25 1.60 
115.25 3.60 
42.75 1.20 
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20.75 
10.00 


6.00 


25.00 


$ 32.00 


$264.83) $471.72 


$2,668.15/$ 91.40)$ 


2.00 


$ 63.75 
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APPENDIX B—STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY, SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, FOR 1943-1944 


MEMBERSHIP Personnel EDUCATION DIVISION Promotion DIVISION OF 
i of Society ‘| Division SPECIAL GIFTS 
t z 
3 H 3 Se. & rs 3 a ¢ é 
way PL o n |n In iS nm 1g oO) © 4 t 
sales "ie | |S [S-/Sell it | fa if | ai | ale igz).8 val? |S [SelSal ao 
a.8| ton|S a 2 OR es) 24 ‘a oles Elo |Aulas o [SBIR Jf |Sel8al 2a 
Bola? |g 3 |S jo |B (8Slas/S8/S0| Beles} miss} |Ssim [als & fgsis |S laslae) es 
NAME OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY ae es Pa Solos SulSale oales OEIS S. nab ma} tol Folag 3 alSsieclc Fy = a gs 
2D g| BoolS pp] © oo] Ca tho a(S He | Shela ln |aslas| wise] SISola Ier/Lo} © PIES 19 Stent ecs 
ele olfal>a| 2s Eve: oe] alm Els Os O% E alEOlOM SETH gee SEIS leolk Sle le ale lone [et Salia Ho 
SFOS P OSs (ao So/S |A OP rl als lan Bios Pea Se © Bln oO OS Oma Io ul onl Hlsh| OS 
82/35] [3]] 3) 45 |se]se[<SIS Bis SiSalss(sqje seuss) SsePels. (Bais eiy sia els ols elm gikeleciiel| ge 
(oP) wreti fees » n o OFS N Sell ete ees ora ra OO] OD 
BE|Belbelee ae [Sas alae al Ml Se elec ox! SSals Soul AS |Z oleglesleclesiarmelmoiso\so| 2° 
cl -Sipaloadl SE ladladio als olFolBol <4 Bl Of eata Sl los MS) 0S] — a1 Ors £3 oe ESO perl laeeriseg meee 
SO/SE/H S153] OF [Md|Ad/OP/OHIONIOLISC JSS Sols oS Oo] Slaci ssi nc! on SAS MSs BO|E a | Sulonlor|or os| ES 
Zolnier) oS tole ples td itd|talazizz\25izmlas| zipalenlbal ae lazns|zz\zn\2n\2czeizalecizs| <n 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE...............--..—------.------... | | 
Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Louisa M. Miller)-..........] 1 pally Gab alles Ryall ¢ a at frome 8 ha eae | 1 * 1 1 
Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Doreas)................-.--- 1 8 8 3| 3 8 1 Lt vena [2 te span 8 eS ef 1 if af 
iresno; ist. Lutheran (Kirst) ...-..-<....:2.-25-5 1 36] 36 36 Leia ah 36) eh 8 1 1 
Fresno, 1st Lutheran (Chi Rho Circle)... 1 S918 Z\evedts alls 6), tee TH ee is) aH eas Gt 1 1 1 
Oakland, ist Lutheran (Queen Esther)...... al 28] 28 24, 4 2) 31; 15; 1) 1] 1} 22 150 1 1 Ae eehy Lee e 
Oakland, 1st Lutheran (Louisa M. Miller). 1 Bi 5 0: Bl 8S bh el ees Hi EC pee? 1 ari 6 
Oaklands St) PON N 6 2c- 22 oe -ssccens-s-cocanesveresccansaccas i 8 8 8 1 (i Fo a T87  atr ( eea | 2 Aili 
Richmond, Grace (Mary Martha)..... 1 20! 20 20 1 RA 6la LP ZO)" 2 sl prccts § 1 3 
Richmond, Grace (In His Service)..._................- 1 Sioad 9 9 1} 10 Ne Gort! 
Sacramento, 1st English Lutheran (Bethany) 1 a Lite ea by 17 BW) es | 1 Lik 1 
Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas)...............-22..----- 1 12) 15) 27 15| 12 to 2 V5 1 1 1 
San Francisco, 1st English Lutheran... al if i Gt ae 7 : 
San Francisco, St. Mark’s...............---.. Efi 3] 5 8 4| 4 LO A ph aes ab A ee 
San Francisco, St. Matthew’s. uf £5) P25) 15 iN EAT Ss 8 1 of at 
San Francisco, Temple......... PEAS a alt il 1 1 1 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR 


TAC at es PR ere Re ete The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., M.A., D.D. 
1650 Capistrano Avenue, Glendale 8, California 
BeeraiaVice-Presidents. ue 8a es ee The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
659 - 16th Street, Oakland 12, California 
meecond, Vice-President... = The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
997 E. Walnut Street, Pasadena 7, California 
PSL LS TS fea ae eae ea ee The Rev. Paul Wolpert 
2517 - 36th Street, Sacramento 17, California 
RICLEVITOT ese rd Obes en en Pee op ee one eet ehe Dy es he William B. Scheehl 
5924 Contra Cosia Road, Oakland 11, California 
RN EEEEI CICS es eee eee ae one Se ee es Seen The Rev. Henry Scherer 
630 Ferger Avenue, Fresno 4, California 
ES TR I Ee Tn cole a ee en ssp ra Be The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 


3119 W. Sixth Street, Los Angeles 5, California 


TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., 
William B. Scheehl, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Paul Wolpert 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., William 
B. Scheehl, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Paul Wolpert, 
F. C. Noel, William Capel 
THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE ; 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., 
The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
1946—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., L. S. Johnston 
1947—The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, F. J. Bowman 
THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
1946—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. (Convenor), The Rev. J. Edward Oslund _ 
1947—The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 
1948—The Rev. A. D. Knudten, Ph.D., The Rev. H. C. Lindsay 
THE FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 
1946—The Rev. Charles P. Smith 1947—The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 
1948—The Rev. Edward N. Spirer, Chairman 
THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
1946—The Rev. W. R. Mottern, Litt.D. — The Rev. Henry Irving Kohler, D.D. 
1947—The Rev. Dale Click — The Rev. Charles F. Oehler, D.D. 
1948-The Rev. Arthur Alm — The Rev. J. Edward Oslund, Chairman 
HISTORIAN 
The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D. 
THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The Rev. Clifford B. Holand, Chairman — The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
The Rev. Robert J. Marshall 
PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 


The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp 
TRUSTEES TO MIDLAND COLLEGE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. (Ex-officio) 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF HOME FOR AGED 


1946—F. C. Noel 1947—Rev. H. P. Romeis 1948—Dr. James P. Beasom, 
1946—Wm. Capel 1947—-Wm. B. Scheehl 1948—Dr. Howard A. Anspa 
1946—Dr. H. J. Weaver 1947—F. J. Bowman 1948—Rev. Edward Spirer 
THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
Mrs. Louis Ament, Secretary—233 So. Kenwood Street, Glendale 5, Californ 
Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, Treasurer—6616 Irving St., North Hollywood, Californ 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISERS 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Harold Lorimer 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter 
NECROLOGIST 
The Rev. William E. Crouser, D.D. 
CHAPLAIN 
The Rev. Carl Tambert, Chaplain The Rev. Eldon Miller, Alterna 
THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 


P. O. Narveson, Chairman —' Charles Hushaw — Clarence Derr 
George H. Lark — The Rev. Henry Scherer 


THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 
The Rev. Charles P. Smith, Chairman — The Rev. John B. Nield, Mus.D. 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINUTES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. Carl Miller, Chairman — The Rev. George Spindt 
The Rev. Paul Keck 
THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
The Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, D.D., Chairman — The Rev. B. L. Westenbarger 
The Rev. Otto Becker — The Rev. Herman Lucas 
THE COMMITTEE ON REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 
The Rev. Joseph Peterson, Chairman — The Rev. Robert Hooker 
The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman 
THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., Chairman — The Rev. A. J. Soldan, D 
The Rev. Phillip Bergstresser — F. J. Bowman — W. F. Benning 
THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONS 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., Chairman — The Rev. William E. Crouser, D. 
The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D. 
THE STUDENT WORK COMMITTEE 
The Rev. A. D. Knudten, Ph.D., Chairman — The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter, Ph. 
The Rev. William E. Crouser, D.D. — The Rev. J. Benner Weaver 
The Rev. August Claus 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, Chairman — The Rev. W. S. Dysinger, D.D., The Re 
William F. Poat, LL.D., The Rev. John R. Broyer, Ph.D., The Rev. John C. Bitt 
THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 
THE GOLDEN STATE LUTHERAN 
Editor — The President of Synod 
Associate Editors: The Rev. Guy L. Hudson — The Rey. Joseph Peters 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Charles F. Oehler, D.D. 
Southern Conference—The Rev. W. S. Dysinger, D.D. 
THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
The Rev. Don Endter, Chairman — The Rev. Robert J. Marshall 
/ The Rev. George Thompson 
THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Chairman — The Rev. Frederick Wentz 
The Rev. J. E. Hoick, D.D. 
AUDITORS 
O. W. Weibel — H. B. O'Brien 
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MINUTES 


of the 
Fifty-fourth Annual Convention 


of the 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 


of California 


FIRST SESSION 


Pasadena, California, April 23, 1945, 7:45 p.m. 
The fifty-fourth annual convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California opened with the confessional service followed by the administration 
of the Holy Communion, Liturgist: The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler; Administrants: 
The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., and the Rev. H. Paul Romeis; Homolist: 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., who used as his subjest, “The Rehearsal,” 
based on the story of the Emmaus disciples. Special music was furnished by 
the choir of Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena. 


SECOND SESSION 


Pasadena, California, April 24, 1945, 9:00 a.m. 

The chaplain, the Rev. H. C. Lindsay, conducted the devotions on “Medita- 
tions on Galatians,” using as his text, Galatians 1:6-7. 

The fifty-fourth annual convention was formally opened by President James 
P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., by the use of the prescribed form. 

The Rev. Joseph Peterson, chairman of the committee on Reference and 
Counsel presented the report which was adopted. 

The following guests were presented and given the right of the floor: The 
Rev. R. H. Gerberding, D.D., President of the Northwest Synod and official 
representative of the U.L.C.A., and Chaplain Paul Buchholz, U.S.N.R. 

The following new members of Synod were introduced: The Rev’s. Robert 
Marshall, Harold Lorimer, Phillip Bergstresser, J. E. Ackerman, J. Benner Weaver, 
E. Dale Click, George N. Thompson, Eldon R. Miller, Robert Hooker, Don W. 
Endier, Paul Keck, Frederick K. Wentz, George A. Spindt, Donald Wagner, 
Albert Alsop, L. A. Harschman, and Ross Hidy. 

The President of the Synod presented the following report: 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
shrist—Amen. 

‘Introduction: It is a very small thing for us to love one another since God 
30 loved us,-and it is a very small thing for us to express to the Rev. Howard 
{. Anspach, D.D., the Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church,.of Pasadena, our host 
songregation, the affection which we have for him and to let him and all others 
now the position he holds in the esteem of Synod. We are all very deeply 
yraieful for his many contributions to the whole church and for his Christ-like 
pirit in all of his actions. We are, likewise, happy to express to the members 
4 Trinity Church the appreciation of Synod for their faithfulness, their devotion 
md their practical manifestation of God’s love. We are happy to meet in their 
eautiful edifice and enjoy their Christian hospitality. 

The World at War: This year we meet at a time when the first rays of dawn 
(ppear upon the horizon of our very sad world. We are beginning to hear the 
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Philippian cries through the mist of shell and destruction: To come over ar 
help. We are becoming aware of our post-war opportunities. 

Our prayers are offered for those families whose homes have been broke 
or whose loved ones are sick or wounded. We pray for all who are in servic 
that God may keep them under the shadow of His wing. We petition the thror 
of grace for peace, for a peace which the world cannot give but which come 
down from above. We ask the Lord to guide the leaders of the nations abo 
to assemble in San Francisco that through their efforts His will might be dor 
upon earth as it is in heaven. We ask for divine -help for the President of tk 
United States of America and all who shall work with him in bringing the we 
to an end, our men and women home, and a happy and working nation in tk 
days that lie ahead. 

Our Chaplains: Seven of our pastors are serving in the armed forces of 01 
Country as chaplains: D. Edward Wright, Clarence F. Crouser, Erwin T. Ma 
Delmar L. Dyreson, Henry W. Opperman, Franklin A. Swanson, and Lawrenc 
C. Vosseler. All are faithfully performing their duties as pastors of the men | 
service, and a number of them have been cited for bravery and distinguishe 
conduct under fire. The Churdh wishes to assure each one of them a vit 
place in our post-war program. The fields are truly white unto the harvest an 
the laborers are few. 

Our Opportunities: The Pacific Southwest has had a gradual growth 1 
population each decade since 1910, exceeding any other section of the natio: 
Since 1940 about a million and a half new people came here for war job 
Most of these newcomers were under forty and over twenty years of ag 
Other states paid for their upbringing; we are reaping their productivity. 

Using the State of California as an example with its present population « 
7,500,000, the pessimistic estimates for the population of the State for 1950 a 
8,500,000 with the optimistic estimates of 9,500,000. (Report California Sta 
Reconstruction and Reemployment Commission, July, 1944.) These figures tak 
into consideration the natural shift in population which will take place follov 
ing the close of the war and the return of the men in service, as well as th 
trend in growth stopped by the war. 

“One thing seems certain. Not more than a quarter or a fifth of the ne 
Californians, drawn here by the war, will have permanently left this Stat 
Experience has shown that once people come to California, they tend io sta 
or return because of the lure of sunshine, equable temperature, and pleasa 
living conditions.” 

No one can be certain of the future, for there may be disasters which mo 
change every prediction, but barring such eventualities, the future of this are 
is full of promise. The question before our Synod must be: will we be alert + 
our opportunities? Other congregations in the east will have given us the 
members, will we lose them? Many unchurched and un-Christian families wi 
come, will we bring Christ to them? 


Our Missions: Already we have made a humble beginning: the ne 
missions are becoming a part of our Synodical life. We have started others i 
several new locations, and we have a number of fields to survey. We az 
grateful to the officers and Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church i 
America, and especially to the staff and Board of American Missions. Thes 
have a vision of our opportunities and are encouraging us in many ways {| 
advance as rapidly as we possibly can. But this advance cannot be made witl 
out the wholehearted cooperation of all of our pastors and congregation 
Missions need the encouragement of larger congregations. 


We must express the appreciation of Synod for two Board Missienanies wt 
have organized congregations for us: the Rev. Milton J. Bieber, D.D., and tt 
Rev. Paul Gerberding. Both have done outstanding work. 


Finally, we are grateful to the theological seminaries of our Church f 
giving us the opportunity of presenting the challenge of our Synod and f 
their willingness to encourage young men to go west to man our mission field 

Lutheran World Action: As the smoke of the battle dies away, greater wi 
be the needs for united action of Lutheranism. Europe, Asia, and the islands | 
the seas will be crying for our help. Our men will need to be returned to the 
homes with all the care which our Church can give. Prisoners will have +o hay 


10 


kindly consideration. Mission fields in foreign lands will require added help. 
The Church must not fail. Such magnificent results have been seen during these 
war years. 1945 must put the Lutheran World Action Appeal far over the top. 
This will depend upon every member of every congregation. 


_ 110% Plus In Benevolences: With the added load to carry, our Synod has 
reached its greatest year of achievement. Every Congregation reached its goal 
of 100% for benevolence or exceeded it. This should be a time for rejoicing. 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Synod as a whole went over 110%. 
What was done this past year can be done this year if we will all pray and 
work for it. Let us remember that it is not a quota; it is a service to our Lord 
and His most holy Church. 


The Midland College Appeal: We have sought to build a wing of the new 
mens dormitory for Midland College. This will cost us about $25,000. To date, 
several congregations have raised a thousand dollars or more. Let each con- 
gregation place this before its membership that ministerial education and our 
Christian college will not suffer through our neglect. 


Men for the Ministry: We are using more men to man our congregations 
than we are sending into the ministry. This is not a healthy condition, especially 
when we know of the dropping off of our students for the ministry in all of our 
seminaries due to the war. If we are to have a great church in the far west, we 
musi recruit able, sincere and consecrated men for the ministry. We must find 
them in numbers equal to our needs. They are in our congregations if we will 
but place the call and the challenge of the gospel ministry to them. 


Women for the Church: More and more, we are feeling the demand for 
Chrisiian young women for the various fields of service of our Church. These, 


too, must be recruited in our congregations for full-time work. The opportunities © 


are many and varied and should appeal to our young women. Let us send out 
the call. 

The Laymen: The women of the Church have long been well organized in 
the various endeavors of the Women’s Missionary Society. They must be con- 
tinually encouraged. But our men have been woefully weak synodically. This 
meeting of Synod should bring into being an active Laymen’s group. Vital 
work that can be done by the men of the Church is at hand. Let us seek to 
fulfill this demand. 

Death: The Rev. William J. Dentler, August 9, 1944. 


Resignations: The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., from the First Lutheran 
Church, Glendale, December 31, 1944. The Rev. Richard R. Drummond, Ph.D., 
from St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Berkeley, December 31, 1944. The Rev. 
Francis Pryor, from Grace Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara, February 1, 1945. 
The Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, D.D., from Trinity Lutheran Church, Long Beach, 
April 1, 1945. The Rev. Otto Becker from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Sanger, 
April 10, 1945. : 

Calls Accepted: The Rev. Richard Drummond, St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church, Berkeley, June 1, 1944. The Rev. Robert J. Marshall, Grace Lutheran 
Church, Alhambra, June 1, 1944. The Rev. Harold Lorimer, Grace Lutheran 
Church, San Jose, June 1, 1944. The Rev. Philip Bergstresser, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Oakland, June 1, 1944. The Rev. J. E. Ackerman, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Gardena, June 1, 1944. The Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Inglewood, June 1, 1944. The Rev. E. Dale Click, St. Andrew's 
Lutheran Church, San Mateo, January 1, 1945. The Rev. George Nelson Thomp- 
son, Altadena Lutheran Church, Altadena, January 1, 1945. 


Calls Accepted as Board Missionaries: The Rev. Eldon R. Miller, assistant 
to the President of Synod, for the organization of new mission fields, June 1, 
1944. The Rev. Robert Hooker, First Lutheran Church, San Francisco, March 1, 
1945. The Rev. Don W. Endter, new mission, Phoenix, Arizona, March 1, 1945. 
The Rev. Paul Keck, St. Paul's mission, Sacramento, March 1, 1945. The Rev. 
Frederick K. Wentz, new mission, Culver City, March 1, 1945. The Rev. George 
Alfred Spindt, Grace Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara, March 15, 1945. The 
Rey. Donald E. Wagner, Faith Lutheran Church, Long Beach, April 1, 1945. 

Installations: June 25, 1944, The Rev. Robert J. Marshall. July 2, 1944, The 
Rev. Harold Lorimer. July 2, 1944, The Rev. Philip Bergstresser. July 23, 1944, 
The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman. July 23, 1944, The Rev. J. Benner Weaver. July 30, 
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1944, The Rev. Richard Drummond, Ph.D. Dec: 10, 1944, The Rev. George 
Thompson. March 25, 1945, The Rev. E. Dale Click. 

Ordinations: July 18, 1944, The Rev. Richard Drummond, Ph. D. July 2, 19. 
The Rev. Harold Lorimer. December 3, 1944, The Rev. George N. Thompsc 
December 29, 1944, The Rev. Elvin Hansen. December 31, ae The Rev. Alb: 
Alsop. March 18, 1945, The Rev. George Alfred Spindt. 

Commissioning for the Foreign Mission Board: December 31, 1945, The R- 
Albert Alsop. 

Organization of Congregations: July 25, 1944, The Altadena Luther 
Church, The Rev. Milton J. Bieber, D.D., Organizer. January 7, 1945, The Fai 
Lutheran Church, Long Beach, The Rev. Paul Gerberding, Organizer. 

Burning of Mortgages: April 21, 1944, St. John’s, Gardena. June 25, 19 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Long Beach. August 18, 1944, Grace Lutheran Churc 
Alhambra. January 14, 1945, Grace Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizon 
November 12, 1944, Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena. 


Demission from the Ministry: January 24, 1945, The Rev. Richard Drummon 
Ph.D. 


Work in the Congregations: This portion of the report is posted as a ch¢ 
for the Convention and may be considered as a part of the whole. We a 
indeed, grateful unto Almighty God for His blessings. Under His leadershi 
every congregation of Synod has made progress physically and spiritually. F 
such advancements that may have been made, we give Him all of the hon 
and the glory. For our mistakes and failures, we seek His divine forgivenes 
For the future, we pray for His grace and guidance. 


Respectiully submitted, 


JAMES P. BEASOM, JR., 
The President of Synod. 


Motion prevailed that the report be referred io the Committee on Presiden 
Report. 


The following Convention Committees were appointed: 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


President's Report: Rev. Robert Kerstetter, Ph.D., Chairman — R. Spencer, Cc 
F. Crueger 


Reference and Counsel: Rev. Joseph Peterson, Chairman — Rev. Charles 
Smith, Rev. J. E. Ackerman 


Claims: Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl, Chairman— Rev. Phillip Bergstresser, E. J. Reizla 
J. H. Jenresen 


Letters and Papers: Rev. Orval Awerkamp, Rev. Robert Romeis, Martin Johnso 


Excuses: Rev. Arthur Alm, Chairman — Rev. B. _L. Westengarger, Herbe 
Hofheintz 


Tellers: Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Chairman — Rev. Robert Marshall, A. L. Kluc 
C. F. Johnson 


Convention Reporter: Rev. Guy Hudson 
Chairman of Laymen‘s Meeting: F. J. Bowman 
Convention Publicity: Rev. George Thompson, Rev. George Spindt 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 


OF CALIFORNIA 
January 1, 1944 to December 31, 1944 
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RECEIPTS: Receipts Disburmt's 
-BALANCES, January 1, 1944 ; 
Wee A Apportionment= —-. 2 Fey ® 33.69 
SyoGdical ai recisury tas ese. es 1,737.05 
California Home Missions Fund... 1,814.97 § 3,585.71 
APPORTIONMENT F 
SECTS AOE EE SO, Co ea ae $15,118.22. $15,050.00 Ae 
My OCiCG! Treasury. sen 2 ee St SSA) 
Midlond: College 2 -= 4 ae _.. - 4,861.19 4853.36 @ 
California Home Missions fm 1905595 
residents; Olice. rumdas ee = 2,940.07. 
HOLA PA pportionmentess = =. 30,759.63 ™ 
UN-APPORTIONED BENEVOLENCES } 
Micilcmd= College (Gitte) = ees a 1,285.85 1,285.85 
Lutheran World Action aes 7,932.14 7,932.14 
EOneigne lWisstous == se =a eee fe 47) 43 47) 43 
LOM EW WINS SLO TNS sae e re nem fxn tee Bees eee eee Oe ae 2,079.58 Soleoe 
Mimisterials Pensions» cmd. Reliefs. ZLB Di ooo) 
Ameridan Bible Society... een Wesel = ae 399.90 399.90 
@ ens Dene Violemee se so eee ct oe ee 6 eee Ie 344.00 319.00 
Sale of property of Bethel Church, San Jose__... 4,203.88 
Total balance of Bethel Church funds to B.A.M.__.- 5,027.68 
ANtGIChen Cue NWite Store Unic= ee abe se ee 2,286.14 1,606.57 
hong Beache Mission: funda. == as eee 556.86 518.85 
Reserve Fund, St. John’s Church, Oakland... 225.00 
Improvement Fund, Temple Church, San Francisco 65.00 
Deposit on property for Sacramento Mission_........... 500.00 
California Home Missions; General Fund 

(SUEVE Vice CIC) teeta UR ene Sale eS 391.00 571.83 
Proceeds of the Bernheim Estate for Home Missions 298.69 
Proceeds to Synodical Treasury from the Bernheim 

IS SUIGINGS. (hee Sm Se OOS ao et Sa eet ae 2,000.00 

Loan of above item to Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Risiserelainer 2st ses eee Aa ee se Seay ei ee ee 2,000.00 
Si Gere a WiOn Kees oc ee 883.00 883.00 
Ministerial Education 1,000.00 
Travel Allowances for Ministerial students.__...........- 777.81 777.81 
President's expense allowance, old plan... 400.00 
President's expense allowance, new plan......--1---.- 552.83 
Expenses, trip to interview students, Presidents’ 

SSS TOTS ie en rN ON ee Pee Ee ee 458.96 
Special allowance for telephone, President's office 64.77 
WCET SmiGC CIS See ween ey a see ee ee 250.00 
Executive Committee expenses..........-.------------------------ 310.00 
Home Mission Committee expenses..........------------------ 151.37 
@ther Commitiees-expenses <4) 14.05 
Travel expense, Synodical convention... O00r8/, 
Other convention expenses:-..- 73.70 

GcirriaclaBOnrw cliches set a cori ee eee $58,528.17 $46,952.60 

UN-APPORTIONED BENEVOLENCES (Continued) Receipts Disbursemt’'s 
BidoNAS aii IRON doastol aes ON Sauer 2 ye yee ee eee 58,528.17 46,952.60 
Printing Minutes of Synod ae Ss 75.00 470.83 
SCTE ICIN WV SuCROCIISCS ate eee her ene Re 49.48 - 
Per diem allowance, U.L.C.A. delegates-...1..-- 560.00 


Postage, stationery, tC... = -----------f 


Yosemite National Park Church..-.------------------------~ 
Sequoia National Park Ghuinch 22a ae ae 
, Publishing Golden State Lutheran.......-.-- pi AW Se ae cae 15.00 
California Lutheran Camp.......-------------------- soe 
Board of Social Missions (Dr. Carlson's Wait) maces 
Miscellaneous Receipts and Disbursements____ 315.89 
$58,934.06 $49,041.19 
BALANCES, December 31, 1944 ™ 
Wile @yAeeAppertion tei teen eee fen allloHleent 
Synodical Treasurys... 2 ee 3,001.79 
President's Office Fund_...-.----...--.----------- 2,115.78 
Midland: Collec cit. ee eee eee 7.83 
Other Benevolences ......---------------------n--ee 115.00 
California Home Missions_...........-----.---- 3,524.98 
Improvement Fund, Temple Church.......... 308.00 
Mitadena Mission Pundi. 2 =.= 679.57 
ong Beach Mission Fund === 38.01 
$ 9,892.87 9,892.87 
$58,934.06 $58,934.06 
HOME FOR THE AGED FUND 
RECEIPTS: 
Balencesjanuary | (Olde ke eee $ 2,783.32 
Interest-onvUs Si Bonds e222) ee 245.00 
Interest) on* savings "Account 2.2 eee 9.16 
From she sBernheimersicte a = eee 500.00 $ 3,537.48 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Purchase xO.) BOM GS eee ree ee 2,000.00 
Taxes, olema. Madre Propertya) eee 204.22 2,204.22 
BAWANCE «December tole) (G44 cece ge eee e eee ee $ 1,333.26 
ASSET ACCOUNT: Rie 
Cash on hand ,December 31; 1944.00 $ 1,333.26 
WarSs Governuentt (SOr cls eee eee re eee 10,000.00 
SpieSvacom Misr trey lohWon ovens at eevee oe ee es 7,900.00 
Rotel Gross: Aissetssea eee eh ee ee oe $18,833.25 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL CONDITION OF SYNOD 
December 31, 1944 


Cashin, Syieaicel  Treces uit yee cee eee ee eee eo $ 3,001.79 
Cash balance, President's Office Fund 2,115.78 
California Home Missions, General Fund... 3,524.98 
Piterdemon Miss Ycunscauirn clare ee eeere ces 2 ee 679.57 
LongsBeachyMissionmbiun dies ace een eee 38.01 
Improvement Fund, Temple Church, San Francisco........ 308.00 
Midlond College Sete ee Ue eee ee ey eae 7.83 
WLECG-A Apportionment Accounts 6) etae s  erree 101.91 
Un-apportioned benevolences___.. 115.00 
Total Cash on Hand, December 31, 1944.00 3% 9,892.87 
Notes “Récelvetble 2) kan he ie iar ee a oe Nee eee Se eee 2,000.00 
Itome itortAged)j-Gross-Assets 25.4 Ue ee 18,833.26 
TOTAL GROSS ASSETS, December 31, 1944.00 $30,726.13 


Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer. 
The report was adoptéd. 
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AUDITOR'S REPORT 


Oakland, Calif., April 6, 1945. 
We have examined the books and the accounts of Mr. William B. Scheehl, 
Treasurer of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, and find them 
correct and in order and the balances of nine thousand eight hundred ninety- 
two dollars and eighty-seven cents ($9,892.87) in the general treasury and 
one thousand three hundred thirty-three dollars and twenty-six cents ($1,333.26) 
in the Home for Aged fund to be in accord with the balances as shown by the 
bank statements. 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE AUDITING COMMITTEE 
O. W. Weibel — H. B.O’Brien 


The Rev. Henry Scherer, the Statistician of Synod, presented the 
REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


The parochial report sheets published at this convention of Synod are a 
part of the report. 

It has been a joy and a privilege to serve as your Statistician for the past 
year. There has perhaps never been a year in the history of our Synod that the 
Lord has blessed us so richly, and it has been gratifying to record for you our 
growth in grace and good works, so far as figures can show them. 

The first three blanks to be returned were from Alhambra, Grace, Pastor 
Robert J. Marshall; San Diego, First, Pastor Erwin A. Vosseler; Wartburg, 
Fresno, Pastor J. C. Bitter. Flawless blanks were submitted by eleven congrega- 
tions: Alhambra; Beverly Hills; Fresno, First; Fresno, Wartburg; Long Beach, 
Trinity; Oakland, First; Oakland, St. John’s; Richmond; Sacramento, St. John’s. 
Many other blanks just missed perfection by some slight error in arithmetic. 
Some few of the men in Synod would greatly improve the irascible disposition 
of the statistician if they could arrange to borrow a typewriter and adding 
machine from some member of their church on the day they make out the 1945 
parochial report blank. 

Some of the increases over 1943 are: 


BS CiatIzechanm Sm er swear ees ts Pie ie se 2,980 or 15.4%, 
Gonfirmedhinembers 216 mia: Mere ee eo ee pos Orla: 75 
Communing, members es sees. See Nees HlsieoryW2°/, 


(Only two ULCA synods showed a larger gain in 1943) 
Sunder school-scholcrsieme 6 ees ee ek 
(CLEA TETAS OS Ve Set es es eee 
MemibexsofeMenis societies! 22-222 
Members of Women’s Societies 
Members oi= Youth ;Societiests 7 ae 
PIS NE Taya CE A apse NL 2) Sees are te St 
Indebtedness QreweOnl ye. asl es L 
Congregationalvexpenditure ss t= 2s et. 
ANS DORILOMTNG Title DCCs tee aio 2 Pe ee eT Mae 
Unapportioned benevolences —.-..0222-2-.222-221---seeee neon 7,082 
OLGe ex DenGitUTes Me. cee ie, ee A es ea 78,755 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY SCHERER. 


The report was adopted with a rising vote of thanks. 


The Rev. J. Edward Hoick, D.D., the Historian of Synod, presented 
THE REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HISTORIAN 


The Historian is endeavoring to keep pace with the rapid development of 
the Synod with the opening of new fields, and the numerous changes of 
Pastors. He would greatly appreciate a copy of anniversary programs, Church 
Bulletins containing historical information. In this manner, the files of individual 
congregations could be kept right up to date. Brethren, Please Cooperate! 

JOHN EDWARD HOICK, 


The report was adopted. 
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A 3 \ 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., Archivist of Synod, presented the 
; ARCHIVIST’S REPORT . 


In one of the rooms of First English Lutheran we find the Archives of no’ 
only the Synod of California, but also of the Women’s Synodical. Until recenily 
the latter was kept in the home of Dr. and Mrs. John E. Hoick. 

Copies of the Golden State Lutheran, the minutes of Synod and certain 
important papers have been received and filed. We still would welcome 
Bulletins of Anniversary Celebrations. %4 

We are recommending that as soon as the war is over a really fire-proo! 
safe or cabinet be secured for these records. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, Archivist. 

The report was adopted. 


The Rev. W. C. Crouser, D.D., Necrologist of Synod, presented the 
REPORT OF NECROLOGIST 


It is our painful duty to record the passing of one of our older members who 
in recent years has been in ill health. 

The Rev. William J. Dentler died at his home in Redlands on September J, 
1944, and was buried on September llth from the First Lutheran Church in 
Redlands, the Rev. A. E. Isham officiating. William J. Dentler was born at 
Turbotville, Pa, on July 18, 1885. After being graduated from Susquehanna 
University he entered Hamma Divinity School from which institution he was 
also graduated. Both he and Mrs. Dentler engaged in graduate study at the 
University of Glasgow for two years. His interest was Hebrew literature and 
history. Three summers were spent in research work at the British Museum in 
London. In all he made seven trips to Europe. 

After a pastorate in Oxford, Ohio, he came to California in 1916 and served 
as pastor of the First Lutheran Church in Redlands. During the first World War, 
he was with the work of Near East Relief in the United States and later served 
with the Belgian and French Relief. In 1921 he was chosen Superintendent of 
Missions of the Southern Conference of the California Synod. During his term 
of office St. Luke’s congregation of Huntington Park was gathered and 
organized. 

Respectfully submitted, 


WM. C. CROUSER, D.D. 
The report was adopted. 


The Secretary of Synod, E. A. Vosseler, presented a special resolution of 
the Executive Committee providing for the appointment of a special committee 
to lay plans for the establishment of a Board of Directors to be incorporated for 
the setting up and conducting of a Home for the Aged, said committee to 
report back to this convention. The President of Synod appointed the following 
special committee: The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Chairman, Dr. Howard A. Anspach, 
Dr. Herbert J. Weaver, Clarence Derr and Wm. B. Scheehl. 

The session adjourned, followed by a prayer by the Rev. John Edward 
Hoick, D.D. , 


THE THIRD SESSION 


Pasadena, California, April 24, 1945, 2:00 p.m. 
Devotions were conducted by the Rev. Eldon Miller, alternate Chaplain. 
The minutes of the second session were read and accepted as read. 


The Rev. Rovert D. Kerstetter, Ph.D., presented the Rev. W. P. Hieronymous, 
Ph.D., acting President of Midland College, Fremont, Nebraska. 

The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., presented Miss June Sederstrom, Secre- 
tary of Lutheran Student Work in Southern California, who then addressed the 
convention on Lutheran Student Work. 


16 


The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Chairman, gave a 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO DRAW UP PLANS 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HOME FOR THE AGED 


Your committee recommends that: 


1. Synod create a Board of Management for a Home for the Aged. 

2. The Board of Management to consist of 12 members, one of whom shall 
be the President of Synod, nine to be elected from the California Synod 
each of whom shall be in good standing in one of the congregations of Synod; 
three, including the President of Synod, to be elected for three years, three for 
two years, and three for one year; and three each year thereafter for a three- 
year term. The Board itself is to elect the remaining three: one for three years, 
one for two years, and one for one year, irrespective of church affiliation, the 
terms thereafter to be for three years. 

8. That we instruct this Board to adopt a constitution and by-laws and 
draw up Articles of Incorporation subject to the approval of the Executive 
Commitiee of Synod and to incorporate as a non-profit organization. 

4. That we authorize the trustees of Synod to turn over to this Board funds 
and assets of the Home for the Aged now in the custody of the Treasurer of 
Synod when the corporation has been formed. 

5. That we authorize the Board of Management to solicit and receive gifts 
and bequests both within and without Synod for the purposes set forth in the 
Articles of Incorporation. 

6. That the Board be instructed to make a full report to Synod at each 
annual convention. 

7. That this Board shall not obligate itself in any amount in excess of a © 
sum io be fixed from time to time by the Synod without the approval of the 
Executive Committee of the Synod. 

8. That the limit of obligation be set now at $25,000.00. 

The report was considered seriatim. 

Recommendation 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation 2 was adopted. 

Recommendation 3 was adopted. 

Recommendation 4 was adopted. 

Recommendation 5 was adopted. 

Recommendation 6 was adopted. 

Recommendation 7 was adopted. 

Recommendation 8 was adopted. 


The report was adopted as a whole. 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, chairman, presented the 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 


The Committee on the State of the Church respectfully refers the Synod to 
the several pages of analysis of membership and growth in the Statistician’s 
report, in lieu of further statement. 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., Trustee of Midland College and Western 
Theological Seminary, presented the 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE AND 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
For the Fiscal Year 1943-1944 


GENERAL STATEMENT 

By the grace of God and the cooperation of friends and the church, Midland 
College and Western Theological Seminary have enjoyed a forward-moving 
year. The appended record cannot relate the sacrifices of faculty, prayers of 
people, good offices of many friends, nor the guidance of the Father. They are 
written in God’s own book. 
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CORPORATION AND COLLEGE OFFICERS 


Officers of the corporation for 1943-44: President Henry A. Gunderson 
Fremont; Vice-President Alfred J. Beil of Lawrence, Kansas; Secretary 
Lentz of Louisville, Nebraska; Treasurer Leah L. Williams of Fremont. 

Officers of the College: President Fred C. Wiegman, Dean Herman Gimm 
stad, Treasurer Leah Williams and Business Manager F. E. Wood. Dean of th 
Seminary is Thomas D. Rinde. 


FINANCIAL REPORT os 
The combined balance sheet shows the following assets: 
Cashaindallhinds 2 ae a ee 
Student notes receivable... 
Temporary investments........ a4 
TNVGItON1 OS co ect cee en ee ee 


Expense detemed. 2. 2.222. aes ‘ 
Securecslocns.. ee 45,180.02 
Securities: 225-22 > ae 45,071.68 
Real Estate. holdings: == == ee ee 
Campuses 222. see 


Rental property—:...._._--_— 
Unsecured tloarisc se. 2 hey ie ee eee 
Loandacontracts =. -2= J Se ee ee 


Liabilities are: 
Notesi:payables. Sa a ee ee 
Accounts payable 
INCEMUEG: | PAyTO lle Se eee ei eee ee eee any 
Studentideposits 495 5. Saree (ees 


Seminary, specialeiunds: 2.2.2 =o se eee 1,902.93 
Wathholdingaicx! 2a es eee 
Endowment pees oe Ne ee 
Mornigage <ser a ere tee bee 
Receipts deferred 

: $257,214.41 
Net Worth. 28-5 ee ee $322,894.60 
Total income: 2h kes ne, Sees eee $124,688.22 
Total, Expen@tures 2 a. eee eee 124,564.53 
Net <Operahng Gain eee $ 123.69 


ENROLLMENT OF STUDENTS 
1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 


Regular 357 456 436 438 203 
Summer 187 161 171 206 255 
Total 544 617 607 644 458 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 


The College and Seminary are in a healthy condition, with increasinc 
recognition from students, educators and churchmen. : 
__ The Forward Midland Campaign had, on March 1, 1945, brought in $12,001 
with less than one-tenth of the congregations yet under way with their can 
vasses. The only expense conected with the campaign is a small salary fo 
the secretary-treasurer, limited outlay for publicity and postage, and the 
allocation of part of the president's salary. ; 

We report with regret the resignations of President Wiegman and Professo 
Goodbrod, the former to answer a call to the pastorate of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Akron, Ohio, effective June 1, 1945, and the latter to accept a teachinc 
position at Colorado State Teachers College, Greeley, Colorado, effective 
February 1, 1945. To succeed Prof. Goodbrod, Prof. Wayne Richards has joinec 
the faculty. No successor to President Wiegman has yet been selected. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 


cl, That the Forward Midland Campaign be continued until every congre- 
gation has completed its solicitation. 

2. That Synod guarantee the payment from its budget of $1 per communing 
member. 

3. That Midland College and Western Theological Seminary be com- 
mended for its splendid service to the church, and that we pledge them our 
continued prayers, support and Christian cooperation. 

4. That we note with regret the departure of President Fred C. Wiegman 
and Professor Rupert Goodbrod and that we pray God's blessing upon their 
labors in new fields of service. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT B, SCHWERTZ, Trustee. 


Following his report the Rev. A. B. Schwertz, D.D., introduced the Rev. 
W. P. Hieronymous, D.D., Assisiant President of Midland College, who presented 
the claims of the College and Western Seminary. 

It was moved to adopt report of Midland College seriatim: 

Recommendation 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation 2 amended to read the same as 1944. 

Recommendation 3 was adopted. 

Recommendation 4 was adopted. 


The report was adopted as a whole. 


The Rev. Ross Hidy, National Lutheran Council pastor at Harbor Gate, 
Richmond, California, defense area spoke of his experiences and work at the 
Kaiser Shipyards. 

The Rev. E. A. Trabert, D.D., presented the 


REPORT OF THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 


Your Transportation Commissioner faced the same situation concerning 
which he reported one year ago. Transportation today is a problem, and the 
Railroads are reductant to grant free transportation. Notwithstanding this he 
was able to secure transportation for members of the Executive Committee and 
the Mission Committee from time to time. Upon two occasions the passes 
granted were received too late to be of use, and were returned to the Southern 
Pacific Company. At the present time we have a credit of three passes returned. 
Upon numerous occasions we have been privileged to assist some of our 
pastors in securing clergy rates. The total expense in which we have been 
involved was $3.29. 

Having served as Transportation Commissioner for mony years, years 
during which the Synod of California has been saved many hundreds of 
dollars, we now request release from this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, 
Transportation Commissioner. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. R. H. Gerberding, D.D., President of the Synod of the Northwest, 
addressed the convention as the representative of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, 


The session was adjourned with prayer by the Rev. D. J. Snyder, D.D. 
VESPER SERVICE 


Pasadena, California, April 24, 1945, 7:45 p.m. 
The evening service was conducted with the President of Synod, the Rev. 
James P. Beasom, D.D., presiding and the Revs. Arthur Alm and Paul Wolpert 


conducting the liturgy. 
Appropriate choir music was furnished by the choir of First Lutheran 


Church, Glendale, George Klump, director, and Mildred Hall, organist. 
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The address of the evening was delivered by the Rev. Wm. P. hei w=S| 
D.D., Assistant President of Midland College. : 
A special period of intercessory prayer for the United Nations Conterence 
was conducted by the President of Synod. | 
A reception was tendered delegates and visitors by the Missionary Society 
of Trinity Church. 


FOURTH SESSION 
Pasadena, California, April 25, 1945, 9:00 a.m. 


The devotions of the sessions were led by the Rev. Eldon R. Miller, alternate 


chaplain. | 
After roll call, the minutes of the previous session were read and approved. 


The Rev. Charles F. Oehler, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CIRCULATION OF “THE LUTHERAN” 


Upon our appeal to the pastors of Synod asking their cooperation to 
increase the circulation of “The Lutheran,’ our official church paper, there were 
reported to us 170 new subscriptions for one year and 17 for six months, also 
16 renewals for one year. This makes a total of 203 subscriptions in the entire 
Synod. At present we have on the list 646 subscriptions. This is more than the 
minimum quota of 5% and we are glad to note that the California Synod has 
reached 117% of its quota. 

Nevertheless, large number of subscriptions are found in a few congrega- 
tions, and only a sprinkling in others. The Synod contains 38 congregations with 
11,027 members. Only nine of these report subscriptions. This shows a very 
meager cooperation on the part of the pastors. The pastor need not become a 
canvassing agent, but unless he shows an interest and makes “The Lutheran” 
a live issue to his members, this paper will nevér have the chance to bring 
information and inspiration to our people. 

Honorable mention is deserved by the Rev. Joseph W. Peterson of St. Paul's 
Mission in Vallejo, who put “The Lutheran” in 75% of the homes of the con- 
gregation. A few others have done very well also. Let the rest of us go and do 
likewise. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES F. OEHLER 
(Chairman of Northern Conference) 


S. H. YERIAN 
(Chairman of Southern Conference) 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. J. Edward Hoick, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


The function of this Committee is to cooperate with, and keep informed our 
Publication House in Philadelphia, regarding (1) what new manuals, books, 
or other types of publications are deemed desirable; (2) to make known the 
names of any who give promise of literary ability, and (3) to pass on to the 
members of Synod information about new books issued by our Publication 
House. 

Synod is informed that during the past year, a cut of 25% was made in 
the amount of paper used in 1943, also that an additional 10% reduction is 
expected in the allotment for 1945. The inevitable result of this decrease in 
the amount of paper available has been manifest in the size of “The Lutheran,” 
the limitation on the number of Year Books for 1945, and “The Weekly Bulletin 
Service.” 

New Publications 


THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY, by Earl S. Rudisill. 

THE ALTAR GUILD, by David A. Menges. 

THE TALE OF THE WIDOW’S SON, by Robert Harris Gearhart, Jr. 
PARISH PRACTICE, by Paul H. Hoh. 

VICTOR OR VICTIM, a series of sermons edited by Paul Zeller Strodach. 
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New Books Scheduled for 1945 


THE JOURNALS OF HENRY MELCHIOR MUHLENBERG, Vol. IIL. 
A HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT, by Dr. J. L. Neve and Dr. O. W. Heick. 
AN OUTLINE OF MISSIONS, by John Aberly. 


Motion Picture Film Rental Service 


This service is being enlarged and strengthened. However, projection 
equipment may not be available for churches until next year. 


JOHN EDWARD HOICK, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, Secretary, presented the 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Your Executive Committee for the year 1944-1945 herewith reports its 
activities since the last meeting of Synod. In accordance with the requirements 
of the constitution five regular meetings were held. 

The committee approved the following: 

1. The securing of necessary stationery and the printing and distribution 
of 1500 copies of Synodical minutes. 

2. Planned and approved the expenses and held the installation service of 
the first full-time President of Synod, the Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., at the 
First Lutheran Church in Los Angeles, January 24, at which time the Rev. 
Walter H. Traub, D.D., LL.D., Kountze Memorial Church of Omaha, Nebraska,, 
preached the sermon and represented the United Lutheran Church and Synod 
as installing officer. 

The following participated in the service: the Rev. Howard A. Anspach, 
D.D.,. the Rev. H. Paul Romeis, the Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, the Rev. Albert B. 
Schwertz, D.D. The combined choirs of congregations of the Southern Confer- 
ence under the direction of the Rev. John B. Nield, Mus.D., sang two anthems, 
and the young men of the Southern California Luther League acted as ushers. 
The pastors of Synod and guests participated in the robed processional. 

The Women’s Missionary Society of the Southern Conference held a recep- 
tion for all following the service in the banquet rooms of the church. 

The Installation Service was preached by a pre-lenten retreat at which 
the following gave devotions on the gospel lessons for Lent: The Rev. Henry 
Scherer, Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Rev. Robert S. Romeis, Rev. Robert D. Kersteiter, 
Ph.D., Rev. Arthur W. Alm, Rev. Paul Wolpert, Rev. E. Dale Click, Rev. Robert 
Marshall, Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Rev. Eldon R. Muler, and Rev. J. George 
Dorn, D.D. Also preceding the installation program committee sessions of the 
committees of Synod were held. This meeting was opened by a sermon written 
by the Rev. E. A. Trubert, D.D., and delivered by the Rev. J. E. Oslund which 
key-noted the whole program. A banquet was held on Tuesday evening under 
the direction of the Brotherhoods at which time Mr. Ritz E. Heerman, Superin- 
tendent of the Lutheran Hospital Association of Southern California, and the 
President of Synod were the speakers. Berjer Tinglof was the toastmaster. 

3. The Executive Committee endorsed the actions and approved the recom- 
mendations of the Home Mission Committee of Synod. (See report of Home 


Missions Committee.) ; 
4. Approved the program for the individual distribution of the Golden State 


Lutheran. 

5. The Executive Committee established the tenure of office to begin January 
1, 1945 for five years with an annual vacation of one month with pay. The 
committee further arranged for the full coverage for insurance for the President's 
automobile and the payment of salary and expenses monthly as established by 
Synod. 
4 6. The Executive Committee has received the application for admission into 
Synod from the English Lutheran Church in Los Angeles, the Altadena Lutheran 
Church of Altadena, and the Faith Lutheran Church of Long Beach. 

7. To implement the Midland Appeal as approved by Synod the com- 
mittee appointed as directors the Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., and the Rev. 


Harold J. Lorimer. 
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8. The Executive Committee approved the tract prepared by ithe Social 
Missions Committee of Synod, “Lutherans Believe,’ and paid the cost of print- 
ing and distribution. 

9. The Executive Committee approved the ordination following the authori- 
zation of Synod of: Richard Drummond, Ph.D., George Nelson Thompson, Harold 
Lorimer, George Alfred Spindt. The Committee further recommended the ordi- 
nation of Elvin Hanson upon the approval and call from the Pacific Synod, and 
the ordination of Albert Alsop upon the approval and call of the Board ‘oi 
Foreign Missions of the United Lutheran Church in America. 

10. Authorized the President of Synod to attend the Conference of Presi- 
dents of the United Lutheran Church in America held at Columbus, Ohio, 
February 28 and March 1, and the visitation of the seminaries for the purposes 
of presenting the cause of the California Synod to the students. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


l. Your Committee recommends to the Examining Committee and the 
Ministerium that the names of Pastors J. Emory Ackerman, Albert Alsop, Philip 
W. Bergstresser, Harold Lorimer, Robert J. Marshall, Eldon R. Miller, George 
Alfred Spindt, George Nelson Thompson, Donald E. Wagner, and J. Benner 
Weaver be added to the roll of Synod. 

2. We recommend that Synod receive with a rising vote the applications 
of English Lutheran Church in Los Angeles,-the Altadena Lutheran Church of 
Altadena, and the Faith Lutheran Church of Long Beach. 

3. The Licensure of Robert Wheatley. 

4. The ordination of Frederick K. Wentz. 

9. The ordination of pastors upon the approval of the Examining Com- 
mittee of Synod of the men who shall accept calls to the mission fields of 
Synod during the interim between Conventions of Synod. ~ 


Respectfully submitted, 
ERWIN A. VOSSELER, Secretary. 


It was moved that Recommendations 1, 3, and 4 be referred to the 
Examining Committee. 
Recommendation 2 

a. Moved that English Lutheran Church of Los Angeles be received. 

b. Moved that Altadena Lutheran Church be received, subject to sub- 
mission of their constitution with Constitution Committee and 
Archivist. 

c. Moved that Faith Lutheran Church, Long Beach, be received sub- 
ject to submission of their constitution with the Constitution Com- 
mittee and Archivist. 

Pastors and delegates of the three above churches were introduced 
in this connection. 
Recommendation 5 was adopted. 
. The report as a whole was adopted in conformity with action as stated 
above. 


The Rev. E. A. Vosseler, Secretary, presented the supplementary report of 
the Executive Committee of the 


PROPOSED BUDGET FOR YEAR 1945-46 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Publishing Golden State Lutheran (net)... 350.00 


Travel expense, Synodical convention... 750.00 
Other convention expense... 75.00 
Printing Minutes of Synod (net) 400.00 
Yosemite National Park Church 75.00 
wequoia Nahonal Park Church... | 50.00 
Ministeric ie Eclucction: eeecen er ul oi naam ly | 500.00 
edltomia butheran Camp. 100.00 


Per diem allowance, U_L.C.A. delegates (reserve) 160.00 


Total Synodical budget $ 9,715.00 
California Home Missions 3,000.00 
MidlondiCollegesme wm nant See yoo ere eee 5,400.00 
United Lutheran Church apportionment... 18,815.00 

$36,930.00 
Apportionment rate of $4.85 will yield $37,408.05 on 7,713 communicant 


members. 
Suggested percentages for distribution will yield sufficient funds to 
each cause. 
Dyocicdl: Treasurys) wer wee 
Presidents Once tums wea ee eee 


Midilicnida Collec erect We pe ee es ee 
California Home Mission 
The report was adopted. 
It was moved that the Synod of California enter the contributory pension . 
plan for the full-time President of the California Synod. 
Motion prevailed that the Executive Committee be authorized to sell the 
Sierra Madre property. 


The Rev. Carl Miller presented the 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 


Your committee is pleased to report its conviction that the minutes of the 
Fifty-third Annual Convention of Synod have been accurately and appropriately 
recorded. 

We would respectfully suggest, however, that Synod assist its secretary to 
include in this year’s minutes more detailed information regarding the brethren 
who may be serving the nation as chaplains. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CARL A. MILLER. 
The report was adopted. 
The Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, D.D., presented the 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


A survey of the Women’s Organizations of our California Synod shows that 
every department has made decided gains over previous records, in spite of 
the many disadvantages that must be overcome because of this consuming 
war, in which we find ourselves. Our survey reveals the following: 

l. That there are only a few of our churches that have not organized 
women for work. 

2. That more than one-half of our congregations have societies that have 
combined interests into THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH. 

3. That two congregations have made this change this past year; and that 
there is a very definite tendency in this direction among many others. 

4. That the progress is shown by the facts that Five Societies have been 
added to the roll of the Women of the Church this past year; that many 
members have been added to the different societies and the totals of finances 
have changed from $8,878.81, in 1944, to $12,776.46, in 1945; and that they are 
about double what they were in 1943. 

We commend the women for their devotion to the church and for their 
many deeds of love by which the Gospel is made to live in our midst. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DANIEL J. SNYDER, Chairman. 


The report was adopted. 
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The Rev. Orval Awerkamp presented the 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE PARISH AND 
CHURCH SCHOOL BOARD 


The war's end in view, there is a renewed emphasis on the work of the} 
Sunday School work. With the return of thousands of young people io their 
homes and churches, certainly the church wants to be ready to meet the) 
demands laid upon it. There will be a moral call for all to rethink and revitalize | 
their programs. . 

To help meet this need, the Parish and Church School Board has offered a| 
number of booklets to aid in our thinking. “Youth Work in the Sunday School,” | 
“Improving the Catechetical Program” and new youth material for camps and 
summer schools on “Be Christian” are now available. 

The Synod was favored with the visit of Dr. E. Rudisill during the year 
meeting with various groups throughout the state directing our thinking along 
the lines of Adult Education, in relationship to the home. It was under the 
direction of the Board that a series of Conference meetings were held which 
included three specialists qualified to present and to enlighten us with regard 
to the new Christian Growth Series Sunday School materials. Its direction was 
under Rev. E. S. Spees. The new Christian Growth Series was, in the majority 
of cases, enthusiastically received. Its attraction and improvements over the 
old series is striking. 

It has been said recently that ‘'Christians go to church, others make excuses.” 
May we add—the uninformed make excuses. Intelligent Sunday School pupils 
insure future church members. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ORVAL AWERKAMP, Secretary. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Harold Lorimer, advisor of Northern Conference, presented the 


REPORT OF THE ADVISOR OF LUTHER LEAGUE FOR NORTHERN DISTRICT 


The Luther Leagues of the Northern District have met adequately the 
responsibilities imposed upon them in these special days. Though their activity 
has been restrained somewhat by current restrictions in time and transporta- 
tion, their spirit has been unhampered, and they have been able to contribute 
notably to the interests of the Kingdom in their respective churches. 

The annual convention is the highlight of the year with us, as a District, 
and on October 7th and 8th, last, we were privileged to meet in St. John's 
Lutheran Church, Sacramento. A splendid representation of the Leagues was in 
attendance, and a great amount of enthusiasm was manifest. The attendance 
cup was given to First Church, Sacramento, for permanent keeping, their having 
won it most frequently during the years. The convention program, with the 
theme, “Faith is the Victory,’ was stimulating and helpful. Careful and clever 
preparation by the host League and its pastor, the Rev. Robert Romeis, was 
effective in making the event a distinct success. The 1945 Convention will be 
held at Grace Church, San Jose. : 

Plans are now going forward for the annual Spring Rally. The District has 
accepted the invitation of the League of St. Matthews, San Francisco, the Rev. 
Herman Lucas, pastor. The dates set are June 2nd and 3rd. Several Leagues are 
planning special ‘pep fests” for the month of May whereby to create enthusiasm 
and inspiration for these rally sessions. 

Last summer quite a number of Leaguers from the Bay Area attended the 
Lutheran Youth Bible Conference at Mt. Herman. These were greatly benefited 
by the experience, and there were many favorable comments. There is an 
interest among the young people in that sort of thing, and it ought to be 
cultivated. It is recommended therefore that encouragement be given to more 
general attendance at this Conference or at a similar one next summer. The 
hope of many is also here expressed that one day soon a Lutheran Summer 
Camp may be established and be made available to the youth of our churches 
in the Northern District. 
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The present officers are: President, Miss Annita Buderer, St. John’s, Sacra- 
mento; Vice-President, Miss Marion Gjerde, Grace, Richmond; Secretary, Miss 
Harriet Denton, St. John's, Sacramento; Treasurer, Miss Janice Nelson, Grace, 
Richmond. The District Paper, “The Microphone,” is being published regularly 
and is in charge of the League of First Church, Oakland. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HAROLD J. LORIMER, Advisor. 


The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter, advisor of Southern Conference, presented 


REPORT OF THE ADVISOR OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


We are happy indeed to report that Luther League activity in the Southern 
Conference of the California Synod is definitely on the increase. In spite of the 
fact that most of our young men have been called into the service of our 
country, most of our Luther Leagues are putting forth every effort in their 
determination to have as active a synodical League program as possible 
awaiting our servicemen on their return. 

During the past year, a number of inspiring rallies and conventions, some 
including a few neighboring churches and others conference-wide, have been 
held with an encouraging increase in attendance over past years. Quarterly 
conventions have been held at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Inglewood; 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Long Beach; First Lutheran Church, Glendale; and 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Los Angeles. 

During the past year, the Southern District Luther League has completed 
its quota for the $10,000 Library Endowment Fund for the two Motherhouses of » 
our United Lutheran Church, and is now well on its way toward meeting its 
share of the current missionary objective of the National Luther League, 
namely, the raising of a $25,000 Anniversary Fund. 

The Southern District Luther League wishes to express its appreciation to 
all of the pastors’ of Synod who are taking an increasingly active part in the 
support of and cooperation with Luther League activities. In view of the fact: 
that the responsibilities of the Church of tomorrow will rest largely upon the 
shoulders of the youth of today, your committee recommends that each in- 
dividual pastor and congregation support, cooperate with, and encourage 
Luther League activity to the greatest extent possible. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT D. KERSTETTER, Advisor. 
The reports were adopted. 


The Rev. E. A. Trabert, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS 


In view of the absence from the state of the Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Missions for several months, the active administration of this Com- 
mittee was placed in the charge of Pastor Charles P. Smith. 

In the report presented at the last Convention of the Synod it was indi- 
cated that the major project for 1944 would be to put into effect the Congre- 
gational Mission Study Plan as proposed by the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the United Lutheran Church, using “Forth” as the basic text for the study. 
In view of the presence of the Rev. Arthur C. Knudten, for twenty-five years a 
missionary in Japan, in California, he was requested, at the suggestion of the 
Foreign Board, to undertake the work of conducting Schools of Missions 
throughout the Synod. We include his report to your Committee as a part of its 
report io the Synod. 

Report on Schools of World Missions in the Synod of California 

“In the summer of 1944 the projected program of Schools of Missions spon- 
sored by the Board of Foreign Missions of the U.L.C.A. was initiated among the 
Churches of the Synod of California. A letter from President Beasom to all of 
the pastors of the Synod gave the annoucement and authorization for this pro- 
jected work on the ‘territory of the Synod. This was followed by a letter from 
Pastor Charles Smith, of the Synod’s Committee on Foreign Missions, 
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annoucing a schedule that had already been accepted to that date by sever 
of the Churches. The matter of arrangements was entirely voluntary with the 
several pastors, and no itinerary was set. The official completion of the wor 
was set for Easter of 1945. | 


The detailed report of the various schools follows: | 


Persons | 
Sessions Attending Average, 
Gardence Momingside a= ee ees 5 60 30 | 
Glendale (Summer School)... Sr 28 1S 91 
San Francisco (St. Mark’s-St. Matthews)... 5 59 27 4) 
Hollywood a 35 21 
Alhambra 5 43 TA 
Pasadencae Altadencha=e. = ae aa ee ee 5 45 Zo 
Huntingion Parkes fees a ee 5 30 18 | 
San Diego se eee ee ee 3 60 - 38 | 
North Hollviwoodi =. #25 eae ee ee 4 60 oo 
FirstaGhurch, wrod Angeles=— eae eee 4 30 17 
Grace Church, Phoenix, Arizona..............-.---.---- 3 115 94 | 
Santer Monicasii ok 2a iiss eee 3 45 1 BY 
San Bernardino-Riverside (Redlands invited) 3 45 25 
St. Michael's Church, Berkeley__.__..---.......--.----- 3 80 53 
Fresno, First-St. Paul's 
(Danish, American Lutheran participating) 3 80 58 
CSfetoitonnntetotrey, Igngsieisiig elola\sh es 3 60 38 


A few other Churches had contemplated setting up this work, but due te 
conflicts in dates, arrangements were not completed. The interest on the par 
of all groups was splendid, and the periods of discussion and open forums gave 
evidence of thoughtful weighing of the problems of this wider work of the 
Church in relation to the home-church life—especially in the post-war years 

The Synod could well consider some form of follow-up technique to reach 
all Churches during the next biennium. A growing Church always reaches out 

As only about one-half of the congregations of the Synod have been able 
to conduct such schools, this work, which has been carried on so efficiently 
and successfully by Pastor Knudten should be continued and expanded durinc 
the coming year. Only an informed Church can realize the tremendous possi: 
bilities which lie before it. 


From reports received it is believed that practically all of our congregations 
observed Foreign Mission Day during the Epiphany Season, and a numbe: 
responded to the appeal for special funds. In answer to the 1944 appeal we are 
informed by the Board of Foreign Missions that $341.22 was contributed. Accord 
ing to the Treasurer of the Synod of California we are informed that to date 
there was received $244.34 from nine congregations. 

A striking article in a secular national publication entitled, “The Churct 
Was Already There,” a glowing tribute was paid to the blessings which the 
Gospel of Christ had brought to the islands of the South Seas. Many of our mer 
in the service, having come into personal contact with the results of missionary 
activity in distant places have become enthusiastic supporters of the Gospe 
as it advances into the distant places of the earth. Distant places? In these 
days of rapid communication and rapid transportation there are no longe 
distant places. The far off places of the earth are right at our own doors. 

A greatly expanded activity in bringing Christ into the regions now in 
volved in the war is demanded. Our own Board of Foreign Missions is wisel 
laying plans for this advance. At the present time there are a number awaitin« 
transportation, and there are many others preparing themselves to go forth a 
soon as the way is opened. We are told that a surprisingly large number hav 
offered themselves for this great work. The Church at home, the congregation 
of the Synod of California, if they are awake to the opportunity cannot with 
hold their gifts for this advancement. It must be. It must be now. That means wi 
must give freely and largely to accomplish this task and enter into the oppor 
tunity which God has placed before us. ‘ 

The request is made that Pastor Knudten be granted the privilege of speak 
ing at the conclusion of this report, to be followed briefly by the Chairman c¢ 
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the Committee as he permanently relinquishes this position which he has 
occupied for many years. 
All expenses in which this Committee were involved are being borne by its 
members. 
Respectfully submitted, 


EARNEST A. TRABERT, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. A. M. Knudten spoke in connection with this report. The Rev. 
E. A. Trabert, D.D., for 26 years chairman of this committee, spoke feelingly 
of this cause dear to his heart. Synod expressed its gratitude for his services 
by a rising vote of thanks. Missionary Albert Alsop, soon to leave for Argentina, 
addressed the convention briefly. 


The Rev. Arthur Alm presented the 
REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN CAMP 


For several years the camp has been closed. Only occasional groups have 
been there. The camp committee met and discussed plans and dates for the 
opening of the California Lutheran Camp again this summer. The dates decided 
upon were Monday, July 16th, to Saturday, July 28th. As the camp will accom- 
modate only about 45 it will be necessary to limit the registration. 

The committee recommends for consideration by the proper authorities the 
construction of additional sleeping quarters to accommodate more young 
people. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR W. ALM, Chairman. 


The Rev. Emmer Engberg of Messiah Lutheran Church, Pasadena, brought 
official greetings from the Augustana Conference. The Rev. C. E. Frisk of Christ 
Lutheran Church of Pasadena was introduced. 

Sister Adele, Deaconess at St. Mark's, San Francisco, was presented to 
Synod by Wm. Capel, layman from St. Mark’s. Sister Adele spoke of the need 
for many more consecrated women to enter the diaconate. The Rev. R. H. 
Gerberding, D.D., representative of the U.L.C.A., stressed the fact that the 
scholarship fund of $50,000 is a church wide anniversary appeal to the whole 
church. This matter was referred to the Executive Committee with power to act. 

Motion prevailed that in the ballotting for members of the Board of Managers 
for the Home for the Aged, the first two elected serve a term of three years, the 
next three for two years and the last three for one year. 

Motion prevailed that the Resolutions Committee be instructed to forward 
to the Secretary of State, the Honorable Mr. E. R. Stettinius, a resolution of 
commendation and assurance of our prayers for their direction in a Christian 
view of a world order and in the establishment of a just and durable peace. 

Motion prevailed that we meet in joint session with the Women’s Missionary 
Convention at 4:30 p.m. in order to hear President Harry Truman address the 
United Nations Conference at San Francisco. 

Session was adjourned with prayer by the Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Pasadena, California, April 25, 1945, 2:00 p.m. 

On motion, the convention dispensed with roll call. 

The Rev. W. A. Poovey, pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, Monterey Park, 
California, and District President of the American Lutheran Church, brought 
greetings. 

The Rey. A. M. Anderson, Pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church of Pasadena, 
brought greetings from the United Danish Lutheran Church. 

Mr. J. F. Bowman presented two young men, James Eschenbrenner and 
Tames Youngquist, who plan to enter the ministry. 

: Minutes of the fourth session were read and adopted as corrected. 


27 


The Rev. E. A. Vosseler, Secretary, presented 
THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS 


During the year 1944-45, your, Committee on Home Missions has held five 
regular meetings with the President of Synod as chairman and your presiden 
of the Southern Conference as secretary. 

The field of Synod has been carefully studied at each session, especiall; 
ihe areas effected by the increase in population. Where the newcomers wer 
temporary, the fields were left to the care of the National Lutheran Council’ 
defense housing program. Where there was a permanent development, a stud) 
was made through personal visitation and canvass of the community. 

When the results of the study proved encouraging, a request for survey anc 
occupancy was made to the Regional Lutheran Home Mission Councils (N.L.C.) 
After this was granted, a request was made io the Board of American Mission; 
for permission and assistance in surveying the fields. When these result: 
proved, likewise, encouraging, the fields were occupied as quickly as possible 
through the assistance of the Board of American Missions. 

It is to the Board of American Missions and the Staff members of the 
Board that we turn to express our sincere appreciation. Only through thei 
advice, guidance, encouragement and financial assistance could the work he 
done. We are grateful to the Rev. Zenan M. Corbe, D.D., Executive Secretary 
of the Board, for the many hours of conference he gave to the President of Synoc 
and for his arrangement for opportunities for the President of Synod to mee 
with the staff of the Board. Mr. Elwood L. Bowman, Divisional Secretary o 
Church Extension of the Board, has been of very real help in planning the 
purchase of property and the erection of buildings, as well as the financing o 
mission properties and parsonages; we are grateful to him. 


Recommendations were made for appropriations to the missions of Synoc 
by the Board of American Missions for salary aid for Mission pastors: Gardena 
St. John’s $300.00; Inglewood, Holy Trinity $1,200.00; Oakland, St. John’s, $400.00 
’ Vallejo, St. Paul's, $1,200.00; Altadena, $900.00; San Mateo, St. Andrew's $900.00 

The following fields were requested of the Regional Home Mission Council: 
and requests granted: Merced, Burbank, Culver City, Whittier, San Gabriel 
El Monte, and Sacramento in California; Phoenix and Tucson in Arizona. 

Sacramento, Culver City and Phoenix have been occupied and Missionary 
Pastors are already working the fields. Whittier has been canvassed anc 
Tucson is in the process of being canvassed now. 

Congregations have been organized at Long Beach and Altadena. The 
Faith Lutheran Church of Long Beach, under the direction of the Rev. Pau 
Gerberding, was organized on January 7, 1945, and the Altadena Lutherar 
Church of Altadena was organized by the Rev. Milton J. Bieber, D.D., or 
June 25, 1944. Both missions are doing very well. At the former, a new churcl 
edifice is in the process of erection; at the latter a beautiful home and property 
has been purchased and the home transformed into a very usable chapel anc 
church school building with adequate parsonage space. 

Synod is greatly indebted to the Synodical Women Missionary Societ; 
for the assistance given to our missions. This year they have purchased th: 
chairs for Faith Lutheran Church, Long Beach, and for,the Altadena Lutherar 
Church, as well as a piano for our new mission in Culver City. 

The following Board Missionaries are working on the territory of Synod: th 
Rev. Eldon R. Miller, assisting the President of Synod in organizing congrega 
tions; the Rev. George Alfred Spindt, Grace Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara 
the Rev. Robert Hooker, the First Lutheran Church, San Francisco; the Rev 
Donald E. Wagner, Faith Lutheran Church, Long Beach; the Rev. Paul: Keck 
St. Paul's Mission, Sacramento; the Rev. Donald E. Endter, new mission it 
Phoenix, and the Rev. Frederick K. Wentz, Culver City Mission. 

The new mission pastors who have entered Synod during the year are 
the Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Holy Trinity, Inglewood; the Rev. Philip W. Berg 
stresser, St. John’s, Oakland; the Rev. George N. Thompson, Altadena; the Rev 
E. Dale Click, St. Andrew's, San Mateo; and the Rev. J. Emory Ackerman 
St. John's, Gardena. 

All of the mission pastors and Board missionaries are to be commende 
for their outstanding work; every mission has paid its benevolences 100% o 
more, and every mission which was not apportioned has contributed loyall: 
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_ to the benevolences of the Church. The St. Andrew's Lutheran Church, of San 
Mateo, comes in for highest honors in Synod by paying 241.9%, of its apportion- 
ment. The Culver City mission, as yet unorganized, has been sending 10% of 
its income to the benevolences of Synod. 


In financing the mission properties of Synod, the Home Mission Committee 
of Synod has accepted a plan of underwriting the indebtedness of the mission 
congregations, now being organized, from the Board of American Missions. 
So far, the financing has been as follows: Faith, Long Beach, $8,200.00; Alta- 
dena, $10,500 and St. Paul's mission, Sacramento, $3,500. This makes a total of 
$22,200, which we have underwritten to date, with plans for more for Sacra- 
mento and the purchase of property and the erection of a building at San 
Mateo. 

The Home Mission Committee has made a loan of $1,000.00 out of synodical 
mission funds to Faith Lutheran Church, of Long Beach, for the purchase of a 
lot upon which the present new building is being erected. 

Several years ago, Grace Lutheran Church, Richmond, received $1,600.00 
on a@ note which has been long outlawed. Over this period of time the loan 
had been forgotten both by Synod and the congregation. The Treasurer of 
Synod discovered the note and brought it to the attention of the Pastor, the 
Rev. Orval Awerkamp, with the result that the congregation raised the sum 
and made it as a contribution to the mission funds of Synod. 

Special contribution of funds to assist the missions of Synod have been 
received from the First English Lutheran Church, of Los Angeles, and the First 
Lutheran Church, of Glendale. The First Lutheran Church, of San Diego, fur- 
nished the chapel at the Altadena Lutheran Church with altar, pulpit, baptismal 
font, altar rail and drapes. A number of congregations in the Northern Con- 
ference have assisted St. Andrew's Lutheran Church, of San Mateo. The First 
English Lutheran Church, of Los Angeles, furnished the chairs for Culver City. 


Your Committee makes the following recommendations: 

1. That Synod in convention express its appreciation to the Board of 
American missions and the secretaries of the Board for their interest, vision, 
guidance, advice, and personal and financial assistance. 

2. That we express to the Grace Lutheran Church, of Richmond, the 
gratitude of Synod for the contribution of $1,600.00 to the mission funds of 
Synod. 

3. That we express our appreciation to the congregations who have 
assisted the missions of Synod. 

4. That we express to Board Missionaries, the Rev. Milton J. Bieber, D.D., 
and the Rev. Paul Gerberding the appreciation of Synod for their faithful and 
fruitful work in organizing congregations in Synod. 

5. That we express the appreciation of Synod to the Synodical Women's 
Missionary Society for the financial assistance given to the missions of Synod. 

6. That Synod take under consideration the union of the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Home Mission Committee of Synod into one Executive Board 
charged with the duties of both committees as they are now organized: 

Respectfully submitted, 


THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE. 


The first five recommendations were adopted in a body. 


It was moved that the churches given salary aid be listed in the Home 
Missions Committee report. 

It was moved to hear the Rev. Albert Alsop and the Rev. Donald Endter 
in connection with their missionary endeavors in Tucson and Phoenix, Arizona. 

Recommendation 6 was adopted. 

The report, as amended, was accepted as a whole. 

The Rev. J. Edward Oslund, Service Pastor of King George Hotel, San 
Francisco, introduced the Rev. Clarence Johnson, Service pastor of the Holly- 
wood Service Center. 

The Rev. J. Edward Oslund presented Miss Henrietta Lund from the Welfare 
Office of the National Lutheran Council, who addressed the convention. 
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The Rev. J. Edward Oslund presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


Through the efforts and sponsorship of your Committee, a pamphlet entitled 
“Lutherans Believe” was printed and distributed to the churches of the Synod. 
The reports received indicate that these pamphlets are making a real contribu- 
tion to the program of Evangelism within our Synod. Additional copies of this 
pamphlet have been requested, and it is hoped that those who wish additional 
copies will make such wishes known so that a single order may be placed for 
the reprints. 

During the past year Welfare Councils have been organized in both 
northern and southern areas of our Synod. It is hoped that each of our churches 
in these respective areas will lend every possible support, that these Councils 
may effect a real work in the field of Christian social service. 

gain we call attention to the current Lutheran World Action appeal. 
Dr. Long and Dr. Bersell of the National Lutheran Council have just returned 
from a trip to Europe and have brought back challenging reports of the 
necessity for work in those areas. The work that is being done by the Com- 
mission on American Missions in our defense areas has exceeded our fondest 
hopes. This program is facing perhaps its most severe test as a demobilization 
of defense industries becomes more imminent. The Service Commission will 
continue in operation throughout the period of demobilization of the Armed 
Forces, hoping thereby to make a worthwhile Christian contribution to the 
solution of the problems of the returning service man. These expanded 
activities have necessitated an increase in the quota allotted Lutheran World 
Action. Your Committee urges that each Pastor continue the wholehearted 
cooperation that has characterized the Lutheran World Action appeals in the 
past. 

Your Committee has on display the various types of literature offered by 
the United Lutheran Church in America. We invite your inspection and urge a 
more diligent and full use of these aids afforded us by the Church. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. EDWARD OSLUND, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


A motion was made and passed that we go on record giving official recog- 
nition to Welfare Councils of Northern and Southern California urging coopera- 
tion and support of their constituents and that their reports be received at the 
conventions as information. 


The Rev. Henry Irving Kohler, D.D., presented the 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE 
SOCIAL MISSION SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The Social Mission Society of the Southern Conference has the honor of 
parentage. Having sponsored the first Regional Welfare Conference in Southern 
California, Thursday, September 28, 1944, from which the Lutheran Welfare 
Council of Southern California has come into being. The First Lutheran 
Church, Los Angeles, was host for the Regional Conference, with President 
George C. Hansler, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Dr. Clarence E. Krumbholz, 
New York, Executive Secretary of the Lutheran Welfare Conference in America, 
_and Dr. John Edward Hoick, Chaplain of the California and Santa Monica 
Lutheran Hospitals, also local Welfare Secretaries and Staff members con- 
tributing to the inspirational program gave the Conference both national and 
state impetus. 

With one hundred enrolled delegates and many visitors present the entire 
day was well worthwhile, concluding with a banquet served by the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the California Lutheran Hospital Society, headed by Mrs. Charles 
S. Izenour, President, and Dr. David D. Eitzen, psychologist and professor of the 
University of Southern California, speaker, sounding a high note on “Mental 
Health in a Post-War World.” 

As a result of the Conference, a Committee of Lutheran branches, excepting 
the Missouri Synod, were chosen, with Dr. Henry Irving Kohler, Regional Chair- 
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man, as Convener, for a subsequent meeting out of which has come the 
- Southern California Welfare Council, Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr., President. 

The annual meeting of the Social Mission Society was held jointly with the 
Los Angeles area Reformation Festival on Sunday, November 5, 1944, in the 
First Lutheran Church, at 3:00 p.m., with Dr. Albert B. Schwertz as Liturgist 
and Dr. James Prince Beasom,, Jr., Homilist. A fellowship tea followed, the 
women members of the Board of! Managers were hostesses. 

The Board of Managers re-elected the officers for the year: Dr. Henry Irving 
Kohler, President; Mrs. Caroline Enders Young, Vice-President; Dr. Sylvanus H. 
Yerian, Treasurer; Mrs. Georgia Lowe Dickson, Secretary, and Mr. E. W. 
Augustine, Associate Secretary. Action was taken for the support of the 
Lutheran Welfare Council of Southern California, pledging fifty per cent of the 
annual receipts for the year 1945. 

The Treasurer reported $5,000 in the reserve fund, invested with the Coast 
Federal Loan Association, and $500.00 in the operating fund. The supporting 
membership at $1.00 or more paid membership dues: numbers approximately 
one hundred and fifty. 

In addition to welfare work the society furnishes “Light For Today” tracts 
used by the Chaplain in our hospitals. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY IRVING KOHLER. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Charles P. Smith presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 


The Committee on Church Music wishes to report the following activities 
since the committee was appointed at the last convention: 

Two combined-choir choruses have been gathered together to sing on the 
occasion of the installation of President Beasom, and at this present convention. 
These choruses have been under the direction of the Rev. John B. Nield, Mus.D., 
Ph.D. The committee wishes to thank the pastors, choir directors, and singers 
of the various churches whose cooperation has made these joint efforts possible 
and successful. 

The chairman of the committee has had the privilege of addressing the 
Southern Conference at its meeting at Hollywood Church, and the Los Angeles 
area ministers’ association, on the Common Service, and the music of the 
Church's worship. He has also, at the invitation of the pastors concerned, met 
with the choirs of Grace Church, Alhambra; Trinity Church, Pasadena, and 
First Church, San Diego; he also delivered an address on the Common Service 
-in the English Lutheran Church, Los Angeles. 

One meeting of the committee was held in connection with the installation 
of the president. 

The following recommendations are suggested: 

I. We call the attention of pastors to the fact that Cantate Sunday, the 
4th Sunday after Easter, has been officially designated as Church Music 
Sunday by the U.L.C.A. We suggest that some attempt be made on this day to 
recognize the importance of the music and musicians of our churches. 

II. We recommend that a select choral group be formed in each conference 
to perform the great music of the church, in order to set a high standard for 
our congregations. 

’ Ill. We recommend that a Synodical library of music be formed, to provide 
a source from which choirs and organists may draw. The rules for borrowing 
from the same shall be set by the committee. 

IV. We recommend that seminars for pastors and other interested persons 
be held in both conferences during the late summer or fall for the practical 
study of the music and worship of the church. 


Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES P. SMITH. 
The report was considered seriatim: 
Items I, II, III, and IV were adopted. 
The report was adopted as a whole. 
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Mr. Wm. Bening, President of Lutheran Brotherhood, presented the 


REPORT OF BROTHERHOOD OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
OF CALIFORNIA 


At a meeting of the Laymen Brotherhood of this Synod on April 25,. 1944, 
the following resolutions were adopted and action taken: 


BENT RESOLVED; 

1. That the Synodical Brotherhood be expanded. 

2. That officers of Synod be asked to encourage the formation of new 
brotherhoods and the strengthening of those in existence. 

3. That Synod be asked to set aside one session of Synod in order that the 
State Brotherhood may hold a regularly constituted session during which 
time the officers and delegates of the State body can make their report 
and transact their business. 

4. That objectives of the State Brotherhood shall include a program to 
encourage the interest of young men in following the ministry and the 
establishment of a fund to be used in giving them financial aid, as well 
as to actively participate in the promotion of the Laymen’s movement 
in the church. ° 

A vote of confidence was given the officers of the past year, and by 

unanimous vote were re-elected for another term. They are as follows: ' 


President#s. 234 ee Se ee ee W. F. Bening 
Vice=President..2 === ee ee Howard Weisman 
Secreto ysis. ei ee a eer Clarence Derr 
Treasurer........-- ore sea gs ae ee Garnett Greive 


With the unanimous approval of those present at this meeting, the President 
appointed the following to act as Executive Committee members with the 
officers: L. W. Varblow, F. J. Bowman, and Warren E. Raymond. 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. F. BENING, President, 
California Lutheran Brotherhood. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Clifford Holand presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 
FOR THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD MEETING 


Students for whom supplementary aid was rendered for the last year were: 
Elvin F. Hanson of Western Theological Seminary, and George Spindt of North- 
western Seminary. Students to whom a railroad fare was reimbursed were: 
George Spindt of Northwestern Seminary, Elvin Hanson of Western Theological 
Seminary, Theodore Yundquist of Western Theological Seminary, William 
Bowman of Midland College, and E. Gene Vosseler of Midland College. 

Your committee met at First Church in Los Angeles in connection with the 
gatherings at the time of the installation of Dr. Beasom as the first full-time 
President of the Synod. 

On February 22, a communication was sent to all the Pastors of the Synod 
from this committee. The communication suggested eleven ways whereby the 
Pastors could aid in securing students for the ministry. 

A fair percentage of the Pastors responded to the February 22 communica: 
tion and as a result of these replies, the chairman of this committee has written 
to twelve young people urging them to give consideration to full-time life 
service in the Church. 

The committee is in the process of organizing and systematizing its work 
so that it'may be carried out on definite lines following recognizing standard: 
of procedure. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. That the Pastors who have not yet done so, send the names ane 
addresses of prospective students for the ministries and the diaconate to the 
committee as soon as possible. 
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2. That worthy students be given every possible aid, financially, and 
otherwise. 

3. That a Sunday in the near future be designated as a special day on 
which the Pastors of Synod will exchange pulpits with their nearest neighbors 
and present the cause of full-time life service in order to present the cause of 
full-time life service in the Church. 

4. That we strive for such a high standard for the ministry of our Synod, 
that prospective young men and young women of the highest caliber will see 
our good works and be drawn into full-time life service in the Church. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CLIFFORD B. HOLAND, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION 


By action of Synod your committee was directed to prepare the following 
amendments to the By-Laws of the Constitution: 

ARTICLE VIII—Standing Committees (page 20), Section 1. 

Amend line 4 after “Standing Committee” insert the following: “The Statis- 
tician and Archivist and the membership in the Examining Committee, etc., 
etc.” 

ARTICLE IX on Special Committees (page 23). By adding Section 9. 

“Committee on Church Music and worship. The committee shall be charged 
with the responsibility of arranging for the formal services of the Synod, in 
consultation with the President. 

“The committee shall foster a high standard in music and in the art of 
worship in the churches of Synod, and to that end provide an educational and 
inspirational program to be presented to the churches and pastors as oppor- 
tunity affords. 

“The committee shall consist of five members.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE, 


J. GEORGE DORN, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


In this conection the motion prevailed to make provision for the office of 
Historian of Synod by adding Section 7 to Article VIII, said office to be 
appointive. “ 

The Rev. Hessman, Pastor of the American Lutheran. Church at Highland 
Park, was introduced to the convention. 

The tellers reported the following elections: 

Lay-member of the Executive Committee, Northern Conference: Wm. Capel, 
San Francisco. 

Lay-member of the Executive Committee, Southern Conference: Fritz Noel, 
Glendale. 

Trustee to Midland College: The Rev. Albert Schwertz, D.D., Los Angeles. 

Treasurer of Synod: Wm. B. Scheehl, Oakland. 

Archivist: The Rev. Albert Schwertz, D.D., Los Angeles. 

Statistician: The Rev. Henry Scherer, Fresno. 

Secretary: The Rev. Paul Wolpert. 

Clerical member, Home Mission Committee, Northern Conference: The Rev. 
Robert S. Romeis. 

Lay-member, Home Mission Committee, Southern Conference: Mr. F. J. 
Bowman. 

Members to the Board of the Home for the Aged: 


1946 1947 1948 
F. C. Noel Rev. H. P. Romeis Rev. J. P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 
Wm. Capel Wm. B. Scheehl Rev. H. A. Anspach, D.D. 
Rev. H. J. Weaver, D.D. F. J. Bowman Rev. Edward Spirer 


_ The Rev. R. H. Gerberding, D.D., official representative of the U.L.C.A., 
-ddressed the convention on matters pertaining to the various Boards of our 


11.C.A. 
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At this time recognition was given to the Nestor of Synod, the Rev. J. A. M 
Zeigler, D.D., who is approaching his 90th birthday. The convention sang ¢ 
Happy Birthday Song in his honor. President Beasom extended the felicitations 
of Synod to him. . 

A recess was declared in order to convene jointly with the Women’ 
Missionary Society to hear President Harry Truman address the United Nation: 
Conference at San Francisco and to participate in the Memorial Service whick 


followed. 


~ 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


Pasadena, California, April 25, 1945, 5:00 p.m 


Conducted by Dr. Herbert J. Weaver memorializing the Rev. William ] 
Dentler who entered Life Eternal September 9, 1944. 

In the absence of the Necrologist, William C. Crouser, the Rev. Edward ] 
Hoick, D.D., read an account of Pastor Dentler’s life and work, while Dr: Beg 
Weaver spoke fitting words of comfort and eternal life in tribute to his memory; 
based on Galatians 5:22-23. 


IN MEMORIAM 


It is our painful duty to record the passing of one of our older 
members who in recent years has been in ill health. 


The Rev. William J. Dentler died at his home in Redlands on 
September 9th, 1944, and was buried on September 11th from the 
First Lutheran Church in Redlands, the Rev. A. E. Isham officiating. 


William J. Dentler was born at Turbotville, Pa, on July 18th, 
1885. After being graduated from Susquehanna University he 
entered Hamma Divinity School, from which institution he was also 
graduated. Both he and Mrs. Dentler engaged in graduate study 
at the University of Glasgow for two years. His interest was Hebrew 
literature and history. Three summers were spent in research work 
at the British Museum in London. In all he made seven trips to 
Europe. 


After a pastorate in Oxford, Ohio, he came to California in 
1916 and served as pastor of the First Lutheran Church in Redlands. 
During the first World War, he was with the work of Near East 
Relief in the United States and later served with the Belgian and 
French Relief. In 192] he was chosen Superintendent of Missions 
of the Southern Conference of the California Synod. During his 
term of office St. Luke’s congregation: of Huntington Park was 
gathered and organized. 


Q 
o 


THE ORDINATION SERVICE | 


Pasadena, California, April 25, 1945, 8:00 p.m. 

The Service was conducted by the Rev. A. B. Schwertz, D.D., Liturgist. 

Dr. R. H. Gerberding, President of the Synod of the Northwest and repre- 
sentative of the United Lutheran Church in America, preached the sermon on 
the subject, “Are You Ready?”, based on the text, I Peter 3:15. 

The combined choirs of the Los Angeles area, under the direction of Dr.John 
B. Nield, sang “Send Out Thy Light’’ by Gounod, and “God is a Spirit.” 

The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz, licentiate from Central Pennsylvania Synod, 
was orddined by the President of Synod, assisted by the Secretary, E. A. 
Vosseler, Vice-Presidents, H. Paul Romeis and Dr. Howard A. Anspach, Dr. H. I. 
Kohler, Dr. John B. Nield, and Dr. A. B. Schwertz. Also taking part in the laying 
on of hands were the Revs. Robert J. Marshall, Harold Lorimer, J. E. Ackerman, 
J. Benner Weaver, E. Dale Click, George Nelson Thompson, Eldon R. Miller, 
Robert Hooker, Don W. -Endter, Paul Keck, George Alfred Spindt, Donald E. 
Wagner, Albert Alsop. 

At the close of the Service a film on Lutheran World Action was shown. 


SIXTH SESSION 


Pasadena, California, April 26, 1945, 9:00 a.m. 

Devotions were conducted by Rev. George N. Thompson on the First 
Article of the Creed. 

The minutes of the fifth session were read and accepted as read. 

Mr. Hoover of the American Bible Society addressed the convention on 
the work of this great institution. It was moved to endorse the War Emergency 
Program of the American Bible Society. 

Wm. B. Scheehl presented the 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS 
Your committee examined the claims and recommends allowance for the 


following: 
Transportation allowance for Clergymen.................. $342.46 
Transportation allowance for Lay Delegates... 197.76 
hotel raviel: AlOWCnCeS een eee a $540.22 
Miscellaneous Claims 22 eee 15.00 


Grand Total of all claims allowed... $555.22 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE, 
W. B. SCHEEHL, Chairman. 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. H. I. Kohler, D.D., presented the 


REPORT OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY OF THE 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


In the absence of Chaplain Franklin A. Swanson, we your officers submit 
this report of the Church Extension Society of the Southern Conference: 

The Society, an affiliate of the Synod, is status quo, with a reported balance 
in the treasury of approximately $400.00, and outstanding loans to congrega- 
tions totaling a considerable amount, which in keeping with the original by- 
laws of ihe Society are receivable and should be used as a revolving fund for 
starting new mission work. 

The officers holding over are Chaplain Franklin A. Swanson, President; 
Dr. Henry Irving Kohler, Vice-President; Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, Secretary, and 
Mr. R. A. Samulson, Treasurer. / 

We as the officers request the advice of the Synod and instruction of the 
Southern Conference relative to what should be done with this organization 
and the funds now held in trust. 

: Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY IRVING KOHLER. 

The report was adopted. 

A motion was made and carried that the officers of the Southern Con- 
ference become the officers of the Church Extension Society of Southern Cali- 
fornia and that all assets of the Extension Society be turned over to the 


Southern Conference. 
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REPORT OF NORTHERN CONFERENCE, SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


The officers elected for the Northern Conference were: 


President242: 4.6) oe The Rev. -H. Paul Romeis’ 
Vice-President.._......--.---.----------- The Rev. Orval Awerkamp 
Secretar y.e cee. Gere ane eee The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 
Treasurer oe eis hee oie re eee es Mr. Thomas Howard 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE REV. PAUL H. WOLPERT. 


REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


At the meeting of the Southern Conference, held in connection with ihe 
meeting of the Synod of California, April 25, 1945, the following were elected to 
office in the Southern Conference: 


Presidéntze.. Seen The Rev. Howard Anspach, D.D. 
Vice-President........--..--... The Rev. Albert Schwertz, D.D. 
Secretar: 12 sere See The Rev. Charles P. Smith 
‘RRGGQSUTGn . eee eee ee eee The Rev. Arthur Alm 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES P. SMITH, 
Secretary, Southern Conference. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., presented the 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 


With this session of Synod we have completed our third year as your 
Stewardship Committee Chairman. While we have operated more or less 
independently, yet we feel that the other members of the Committee will concur 
in our efforts to send forth our “Stewardship Sizzlings.” 

We were very happy last year when our churches met their benevolence 
over a hundred per cent for the first time. This year it has been done again. 
And again a first timer in having every church send in 100% or more. Con- 
gratulations to every pastor and congregation. 

Praying God that we may be worthy of the record which has been ours. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, 
Chairman, Stewardship Committee. 
The report was adopted. 


MINISTERIUM 


Pasadena, California, April 25, 1945, 11:30 am. 
The meeting was called to order by the President. 
The Rev. W. S. Dysinger, D.D., offered prayer. 
The report of the Examining Committee was read by the Rey. A. C, 
Knudten, Secretary of the Committee. 


REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
It was voted: 


I. That the following men be received and their names be added to the 
roll of Synod: 


Rev. Robert J. Marshall Rev. Ross Hidy Rev. P. Bergstresser 

- Rev. J. E. Ackerman Rev. Harold Lorimer Rev. E. Dale Click 
Rev. George N. Thompson Rev. J. Bener Weaver Rev. D. W. Endter 
Rev. Eldon R. Miller Rev. Robert Hooker Rev. D. E. Wagner 
Rev. Paul Keck Rev. George Spindt 


II. That Frederick K. Wentz, under call by the Board of American Missions, 
is recommended by the committee for ordination at this session of Synod. 

III. That we recommend that the name of the Rev. Bruno Lederer, D.D., be 
placed on the roll of Synod subject to the receipt of papers of clearance or 
transfer from the Wartburg Synod. 
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IV. That we recommend that the Executive Committee empower President 
Beasom to commission the Rev. Wm. A. Everest, D.D., to perform such special 
tasks as he may direct for a period of one year and during this time he follow 
special studies as recommended by the Examining Committee. 

V. That the name of the Rev. Albert L. Grosclose be entered on the roll of 
Synod, conditioned on the receipt of transfer from the Kansas Synod, in accord- 
ance with Constitution Article Seven, Section Three, Paragraph Four. 

VI. That we recommend that when the Rev. F. W. Heinecken secures his 
letter of recommendation and dismissal from his former body that his name be 
placed on the roll of Synod. 

VII. That the licensure of Mr. Robert Wheatley be extended for a period of 
one year. 

VIII, That it is further our recommendation that since the Constitution does 
mot permit us to give ad interim licensure, we discontinue the practice. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, Chairman 
A. T. KNUDTEN, Secretary 
(ee HOlek 
GEORGE DORN 
HENRY IRVING KOHLER 
EDWARD N. SPIRER 
EDWARD OSLUND 

The report was considered seriatim. 

Ttem I was adopted. 

Item II was adopted. 

ltem III was adopted. 

Item IV. was adopted. 

Item V- was adopted. 

litem VI was adopted. 

Item VII was adopted. 

Item VIII Substitute. 

It was voted that the Examining Committee be instructed to study the plan- 
jor Lay Readers and report to Synod. 

The report was adopted as a whole. 

It was recommended by the Executive Committee that the date of Conven- 
tion be changed, changing Article 2, Section 1, of the By-Laws to read: “During 
the week on which the first day of February occurs.” The recommendation was 
approved. 

The Rev. A. B. Schwertz, D.D., served notice of the amendment to the Con- 
stitution to be voted on at the next convention, proposing the following recom- 
mendations of the mergering of the Home Missions and Executive Committees. 


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MERGER OF 
HOME MISSIONS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 


Inasmuch as the major portion of our Executive Committee’s problems and 
actions concern Home Mission affairs; 

And whereas there is a valuable loss of time due to the duplication of the 
work of the two committees; 

And whereas efficiency can be increased to care for the ever-increasing 
number of items coming before these two committees 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Home Mission Committee and the Executive 
‘Committee be merged. 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the membership of this merged committee be 
composed of the seven elected officers and four lay members at large. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two of the four lay members at large be 


elected on alternate years. 
(Signed) ARTHUR W. ALM 

H. A. WEISMAN 

Eo Ay VOSSELER 

H. A. ANSPACH 

H. PAUL ROMEIS 

ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ 

The motion was made and carried that it be referred to the Committee on 

Sonstitution. 


aay 


The Rev. Paul Wolpert presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Your Resolutions Committee offers the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California and Arizona, 
comprising scores of congregations scattered throughout the Southwest, extends 
to Secretary Stettinius, and the United States representative, and the members 
of the Peace Conference assembled in San Francisco, the assurance of our 
sincere and heartfelt prayers to the Almighty Sovereign of the universe for 
Divine guidance and blessing; to the end that the sovereign sway and will of 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords may be realized in this war-torn world. 

2. We deeply appreciate the kind hospitality extended to us by the pastor 
and members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena, in offering their church for 
the use of this convention and we recommend that this body express its 
gratitude by a standing vote and that this resolution be presented to the con- 
gregation at a public service. 

3. We recommend that this body also express its gratitude to the Pasadena 
Chamber of Commerce for supplying convention badges and to the newspapers 
of Pasadena for the publicity given to this convention. 

4. We recommend that this body express its sincere thanks to Dr. R. H. 
Gerberding, President of the Synod of the Northwest, and to Dr. W. P. Hier- 
onymus, acting President of Midland College, and the official representative of 
the U.L.C.A., for their inspiring messages to this convention. 

5. We recommend further that this body express its gratitude to Dr. John 
B. Nield and to the various choirs of the Los Angeles area and the organist 
who presented such inspiring choral numbers for this convention. 

6. Whereas the Rev. William J. Dentler, a faithful servant of this Synod 
for many years, has been removed from the church of earth to the heavenly 
kingdom, we hereby express our great sense of loss and invoke the blessing of 
heavenly comfort on those near and dear to him. 

7. Resolved that we express our gratitude to Almighty God for the spiritual 
and material advancement which has been attained with His blessing through- 
out the past year. 

8. In recognition of the splendid service of the Rev. E. A. Vosseler, the 
secretary of Synod, be it resolved that this body express its sincere thanks 
to him. 

Respectfully submitted, 


RESOLUTION COMMITTEE, 
PAUL WOLPERT, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. E. A. Trabert, D.D., presented the 


REPORT OF DELEGATES TO THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The Convention of the United Lutheran Church in America held in Central 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minn., October 11-17, 1944, was attended by your 
elected delegates which included one alternate. 

The theme of the Convention was “Be Christian” with the essential Tequire- 
ments, “Search the Scriptures; Live Helpfully; Win Others.” The spirit of Dr. 
William Alfred Passavant, the great pioneer, prophet and philanthropist of 
the Lutheran Church in America in its development on the territory occupied 
by the Synod of the Northwest, brooded over the Convention. 

This Convention marked a turning point in the history of the Church. After 
26 years of inspiring and efficient leadership the Rev. Frederick H. Knubel, 
D.D., LL.D., gives place to a new President in the person of the Rev. Franklin 
Clark Fry, D.D., of Akron, Ohio. Other significant changes in officers were also 
effected. The new treasurer, successor to the late E. Clarence Miller, LL.D., the 
only treasurer since the formation of the United Lutheran Church, appeared 
for the first time before the Convention. He is Mr. Henry Beisler, previously 
appointed by the Executive Board of the Church, now elected by the Church 
itself to this office. 

_ The financial system of the Church was changed by the creation of the 
office of ‘Comptroller. The office of Stewardship Secretary was also created, 
and has since been filled by the acceptance of Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton of 
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_ the call to undertake this work. He is also the new Executive Secretary of the 
- Lutheran Laymen’s Movement. The editorship of the Lutheran is to be changed 
from that of the Rev. Nathan R. Melhorn, D.D., who has served in this capacity 
“ke years, to that of the Rev. G. Elson Ruff, D.D., at present on the editorial 
stall. 

The United Lutheran Church authorized the organization of a United | 
Lutheran Church in Canada by the Synods occupying that territory. Other 
changes effected were authorization for the Board of Foreign Missions to remove 
its headquarters from Baltimore to the Church House in New York City. The 
new Constitution of the National Lutheran Council, which had previously been 
adopted by all cooperating bodies of the Lutheran Church, was adopted 
making the Council a real agency of cooperation between two-thirds of the 
Lutherans of the country. The National Lutheran Council was authorized to take 
over the work amongst University Students, and may assume responsibility for 
all missionary work in South America. The Brotherhood of the United Lutheran 
Church was charged with the administration and promotion of Boy Scout work 
in our congregations. The office of the Secretary is to be enlarged by the 
addition of an agency on Personnel. 

Most significant in its practical effect upon our churches is the increase 
of the budget of the Church from $2,000,000 to $2,500,000. In the apportionment 
to the Synods the first amount appears on the regular apportionment and the 
$500,000 additional is apportioned as a separate item. 

New developments reported are the fact that the new Contributory Pension 
Plan is now under operation, and that the new series of Sunday School lessons. 
prepared jointly by our Board of Education in cooperation with similar Board 
of ihe American Lutheran Church and the Augustana Synod are now available. 

THE DELEGATES TO THE U.L.C.A. 

The report was adopied. 


The Rev. Robert Kerstetter, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Indeed, God is leading us forward. This year’s President's report evidences 
marvelous accomplishments in every area of our Synodical activity, and much 
of the credit is in no small part due to the untiring efforts and selfless service 
of our genial President of Synod. Under his consecrated leadership, we are 
confident that our Heavenly Father will bless our California Synod with even 
greater accomplishments in the future. 

Your Committee also respectfully recommends that the rank and branch 
of service of our Chaplains be added to the report as follows: 

Com. D. Edward Wright, U.S.N.R. 

Lt. Com. Clarence F. Crouser, U.S.N.R. 
Capt. Erwin T. May, U.S.A. 

Major Delmar L. Dyreson, U.S.A. 

Capt. Henry W. Opperman, U.S.A. 

Lt. (j.g.) Franklin A. Swanson, U.S.N.R. 
Lt. Lawrence C. Vosseler, U.S.N. 

The report was adopted. 

The report of the Committee on Excuses was presented by the Rev. Arthur 
Alm. It was moved and adopted that 11 aged and retired pastors be excused. 

Announcement made that Presidential citation and Oak Leaf Cluster was 
awarded to Chaplain Henry Opperman for bravery while under fire. 

The place of the next meeting was left to the Executive Committee with 
’ power to act. - : : 

Motion prevailed that the California Synod invite U.L.C.A. Convention to 
meet in San Francisco in 1950. 

At the close of the service the newly elected officers of Synod were in- 
ducted into office. 

Synod closed with the prescribed form of closing of Synods. 

JAMES P. BEASOM, JR., President. 
ERWIN A. VOSSELER, Secretary (Retiring). 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the minutes of the 
Fitty-fourth Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, held in 


ini t Cc h, Pasadena, California, April 23, 24, 25, 26, 1945. 
ese i= cs ERWIN A. VOSSELER, Secretary. 
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Fresno. 


<r © @eeSeseeeeeeeeces ee 2 ivid OU Herger Ave, 
3.| Fresno...... St. Paul s | 1913 3119 2 Lotus Ave.. | Fresno... 
4,| Fresno. Wartburg 1904 | 561 D. St. .| Fresno ality 
5.} Oakland First... . 1890 | 659 16th .| Alameda. . 
6.| Oakland. St. John’s 1921 | 55th Ave. per Edgerly St. | Alameda. , 
7.| Richmond Grace | 1924 | Barrett and 13th | Contra Costa. ; 
4 ute igee English cd ae ay: Sieur | Sacramento...__| 5 
.| Sacramento. . dt. John d67 ( dt. | Sacramento... 
10.) San Francisco....... First Eng 1886 | YMCA 220 Golden Gate Ave.....| San Francisco. 
Il.| San Francisco St. Mark’s : 1849 | 1135 0’ Athy St. | San Francisco...| 5 
12.) San Francisco........ St. Matthew’s..... 1895 | 3281 16th § San Francisco - 
13.) San Francisco. . Templ 1917 | 15 Latona St. San Francisco...|. y 
14.| Sanger. . St. Paul’s 1907 | 1122 N. St... yi) resnoeen oe as. | ¢ 
1.| San Jose........ ara ce 1892 | 59 E. Julian St. | Santa Clara..... | f 
*I6.| San Mateo......... Andrew’s. . 1944 | 100 N. Ellsworth Ave. San Mateo..... | 4 
17.| Vallejo. . St. Paul's 1943 | 1309 Tuolumne St. SOlanOn eee A 
1944 Totals... Congregations, 17 
| 1943 Totals... | Congregations, 16 
| Oo a | 
Decrease. . | 
j 
18.) Alhambra Grace. . -| 1923 | 483 N. Atlantic Blvd... | Los Angeles..... A 
| Altadena........ Altadena 1944 | 197 W. Foothill Blvd. | Los Angeles..... B 
2.) Beverly Hills... . Beverly Hills -| 1930 | 100 N. Doheny Drive. | Los Angeles..... A 
21. 7 ee St. John’s -| 1924 | 1102 W. 163rd St. Los Angeles.....| 
22.) Glendale... . First... .} 1912 | ae Kenwood St. 2 ecard) OS Ani clon ee A 
23.| Hollywood........ Hollywood | 1921 33 N. New Hampshire Ave.....| Los Angeles.....] > 
24.) Huntington Park....... St. Luke’s...... 1921 | pe E. Florence Ave....... .| Los Angeles.....] A 
%.| Inglewood | Holy Trinity.... 1941 | 8406 S. Crenshaw Drive | Los Angeles.....| A 
26.) Long Beach | Trinity...... 1907 | 8th St. and Linden Ave.. . | Los Angeles..... te 
27.| Los Angeles... . ....| Bethany ; 1926 | 7011 S. San Pedro St.. Los Angeles.....| 4 
*28.| Los Angeles........ English Lutheran..| 1877 | 1329 Ss. Alvarado Bbc reed te, re Se Los Angeles..... 5d 
29.| Los Angeles............ | First English..... ESSieinol tO WwW. Gth Ste or es Los Angeles..... * 
= wa sap Ree Sl | 8 Mex Bose a i es oon Places see Ae oo pe eee ne: * 
0l.} Los Angeles St tee WO... snes agle St. os Angeles..... 
82.) North Hallywood.. | St. Matthew’s.....] 1931 | 11031 Camarillo Blvd... Los Angeles..... A 
33.) Pasadena. . ; Se EEL: ee 1903 | 997 E. Walnut St... Los Angeles.....| > 
34.) Phoenix, Ariz... | Grace.. 1914 | 1124 .N. 3rd St. Maricopa. tk 
$9.| Redlands.............. First... 1901 | E. Olive at Myrtle... ... 1”. San Bernardino . 
86.) Riverside.............. Trinity 1894 | 9th and. nd alnut. Riverside.......| & 
4 San —- Rotors | a ee LOO? (68ING. Stix 252.2. San Bernardino. A 
. ego eS eo rr 1888 | 1320 Meat Ave.. San Diego...... * 
99. Santa Barbara... Grace. . 1904 | 1109 Anacapa St............... Santa Barbara..| A 
40.) Santa Monica..... .. St. Paul’s. 1926 | 958 Lincoln Blvd............... Los Angeles..... A 
fl.) Westwood......... Village 1937 1500 8. Sepulveda Bivd.. Los Angeles.....| @ 
1944 Totals......... Congregations, 24 
1043 Totals.........| C ongregations, 22 | 
| 
men. | 
Decrease........... 


) - | 
| | Geographical Loe. of Church Bldg.| 
| * A | @ 
Northern Conference. | Congregations, 17 105 6 1 
; Southern Conference. Congregations, 24 1] 10 : 1 
1944 Grand Totals,..| C ongregations, 41 | a le Ta eae 2 
“ 1943 Grand Totals.. Congregations, 38 20 15 1 2 
Increase... Congregations, 3 Lah J I 
ecrease..... | 
‘New Congregations A 25,000 to 99,999 [J 10,000 to 24,999 © 2,500 


% Population 100,000 or over 


| ee ee ee ee | 
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Proceedings of The 


FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 


of the 


WOMEN'S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


of the 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
Held in 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
997 East Walnut Street 
Pasadena, California 
The REV. HOWARD A. ANSPACH, D.D., Pastor 
Merrie oo 74 75.1945 


“The Master is come and calleth for Thee’’—John 11:28 


SYNODICAL PRESIDENTS 


1892-1945 
Mrs<'C) We Magu anti. 6 oo eee 1894-1895 
Mrs). "E-GHoick@ Sse eas eee pha LS eee Sk * See 1903-1908; 1933-1935 
Wir vs Gasol Eta yeaa cara soe ene ee 1908-1909; 1913-1917; 1927-1929 
Mrs note Wi Bca] lise sates iinet he er mr ere ee 1909-1912; 1929-1931 
Mrs= D! Jn Snyderic- -se2 25 ele SE ee eee 1917-1920 | 
Mrs: HeiG. “Punks ee ee Na ee 1920-1922 
Mrs We Ec Crotser G00) a Bea a Oren a ee 1922-1924 
MarsssH 9G s-S terifor cl Sx ae ec ee ee 1924-1927 
Mrs. tEM A. ‘Trabérist 2 oN eee ee 2 ee Pee 1931-1933; 1935-1937 
Mrsi sok: Fie yo th eae ee 1937-1940 
AMrs<P."Y, Kramers: <P ashe ee 1940-1943 
Mrstdi PS Beason sec ote rat ae ee Ne cele een Periph ev Swiss oi 1 1943- 
*Mre.S° Ey Bittle-Myers\2 3 = 7 See Sele ee eee eee 1892-1894 
“Mrs. W: /S: > Hoskinson< 2223.20 eS ee eee ee eee 1895-1896; 1898-1899 
*“Mrs<Johin: Ewerclita cysts oe ce ee ae ee ae 1896-1898 
*MrsicR. Hi Youn gsm ee Sr cee ee 1899-1900 
Mirse= Walla corn Kel] yc ee eee 1900-1903 
*Mrs:-H.cM) Leech soto no ee ee ee 1912-1913 © 


*Deceased 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY DIRECTORY 


OFFICERS 
iPresident=-<- <=. 4. = 2 Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., 1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale, 8 
Wice-president-=.- se Mrs. C. F. Crouser, 2458 - 41st St., Sacramento, 17 
Sie setters eee er ees ee Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 617 N. Martel, Los Angeles, 36 
reasurer <5 sans Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl, 5924 Contra Costa Rd., Oakland, 11 
Statistician! = Mrs. Kenneth Sketch, 4126 Edenhurst Ave., Los Angeles, 26 
= OSS) ia caeoe nt eee Mrs. Orval A. Awerkamp, 562 McLaughlin, Richmond 
Nigel stats) coe ee Cee Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 1041 Leighton Ave., Los Angeles, 37 
CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS 
Northern. BES Ve RON Manne Beebe NO TN Mrs. L. W. Varblow, 516 Curtis St., Albany 
WOUtEr ste ae Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 617 N. Martel, Los Angeles, 36 
DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 
Educational— 
ECUeCiOnEs asset. 2 Ae Mrs. Wm. Ironside, 2320 Valley St., Berkeley, 2 
Magazine_._.._. Mrs. Caroline Enders Young, 2011 Chariton, Los Angeles, 34 
Missionrorudyse =e ee Mrs. Ray Inslee, 1448 E. Garfield, Glendale, 5 


Special Gifts— 


Oxy OTK aan es eee Mrs. C. N. Alm, 1543 West 56th St., Los Angeles, 37 
Life and In Memoriam....Mrs. Harry Hahn, 1655 Ben Lomond Dr., Glendale, 2 
Patron and Protege-................---- Mrs. H. H. Roloff, 3478 Olive St., San Diego, 4 
honk Offering: Mrs. Henry Scherer, 630 Ferger Ave., Fresno, 4 
Triennial Special...Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, 3119 W. 6th St., Los Angeles, 5 

Rssocicters a ew Mrs. L. W. Varblow, 516 Curtis St., Albany 
Synodical Special... Mrs. P. J. Kramer, 5915 Chabolyn Terrace, Oakland 

issociciet = a= Mrs. Fred Steinle, 1220 Viscano Drive, Glendale, 7 

Promotional— 


Deaconess........ Sister Adele Dasenbrock, 1135 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 9 


Promotions 282 Mrs. M. H. Shoreen, 4126 Edenhurst Ave., Los Angeles, 26 

Stiiclerisssite cutive. Miss Jeanette Larson, 233 South Kenwood, Glendale, 5 
Industrial— 

Mand ieee ese a Miss Hilda Hansen, 1540 Wellington St., Oakland 


Children of the Church— 


ISYsYor (S140 1 niece ee a eet Mrs. Lewis R. Ament, 520 E. Acacia St., Glendale 5 
er Sasurerm: en ate eee Mrs. E. N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine St., North Hollywood 
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PRESIDENTS—Northern Conference 


Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Louisa M. Miller)—Mrs. A. J. Olson, 5707 Presley Way, 
Oakland, 11 

Berkeley, St. Michael's (Dorcas)—Mrs. V. P. Bury, 394 - 63rd St., Oakland, 9 

Fresno, First Lutheran (Friendship Circle)—Mrs. Robert Lich, 710 Weldon, Fresno 

Fresno, First Lutheran (Chi Rho Circle)—Miss Margaret Vetler, 2047 Thomas, 
Fresno 

Oakland, First Lutheran (Queen Esther)—Mrs. Hilda Hansen, 1540 Wellington, 
Oakland 


Oakland, First Lutheran (Louisa M. Miller)—Mrs. Dorothy Waggott, 4429 Worden 
Way, Oakland, 2 


Oakland, St. John’s (W.M.S.)—Mrs. E. Polk, 5425 Brookdale Ave., Oakland, 2 

Richmond, Grace (W. of the Church)—Mrs. J. P. Lorwick, 4510 Barrett Ave., 
Richmond 

Sacramento, First English Lutheran (Bethany)—Mrs. James Weagant, 3728 Bigler 
Way, Sacramento, 17 

‘Sacramento, St. John's (Dorcas)—Mildred L. Brown, 703 - 8th St., Apt. 8, Sacra- 
mento, 14 

San Francisco, First English Lutheran (W.M.S.)—Mrs. J. R. Broyer, 1622 Great 
Highway, San Francisco 

San Francisco, St. Mark’s (W.M.S.)—Miss Eulalla Larson, 1133 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 9 

San Francisco, St. Matthew's (W.M.S.)—Miss Elise Stelling, 2700-A Sutter St., 
San Francisco 

San Jose, Grace (Lydia Woerner)—Mrs. Eva Shanrock, 320 Bird Ave., San Jose 

San Jose, Grace (W.M.S.)—Mrs. Blanche Combs, 509 E. St. John, San Jose, 12 © 

San Mateo, St. Andrews (W. of St. Andrew’s)—Mrs. Edward Baumgardner, 1227 
Oak Sit., San Mateo 


Vallejo, Si. Paul's (Guild)—Mrs. Dorothy Steffel, 141 Langley St., Vallejo 


PRESIDENTS—Southern Conference 


Alhambra, Grace (W. of the Church)—Mrs. W. O. Coppersmith, 2122 Pine St., 
South Pasadena 


Altadena, Altadena Lutheran (W. of the Church)—Mrs. John Coulter, 185 Ventura 
St., Altadena 


Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills Lutheran (W. of the Church)—Mrs. William E. Keil, 
11230 Richland Ave., Los Angeles, 34 


Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills Lutheran (Elsa King Frey)—Adeline Wersehin, 8908 
Ashcroft Ave., Los Angeles, 36 


Gardena, St. John’s (W. of the Church)—Mrs. A. C. Janssen, 16126 Menlo Ave., 
Gardena 


Glendale, First Lutheran (W. Council of Christ Miss.)}—Mrs. G. C. Yanson, 1112 
Ruberta, Glendale, 1 


Glendale, First Lutheran (Pi Rho Theta)—Miss Dorothy Simon, 1112 Cordova, 
Glendale, 7 


Glendale, First Lutheran (Bus. & Prof. Women)—Miss Helen Wolfe, 427 W. Vine 
St, Glendale 


Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (W. of the Church)—Mrs. Clarence Bohnhoff, 
1470 S. Rexford Dr., Los Angeles, 35 
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Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Florence M. Welty)—Mrs. M. H. Shoreen, 4126 
Edenhurst, Los Angeles, 26 


Huntington Park, St. Luke's (Gospel Light)—Mrs. Lucy M. Kornbau, 5900 S. 
Olive, Los Angeles, 3 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Go Ye)—Miss Lois Bell, 2844 Grand Ave., Hunting- 
ton Park 


Inglewood, Holy Trinity (Dorcas)—Mrs. Dan Cox, 8716 - 10th Ave., Inglewood 


Long Beach, Trinity (W.M.S.)—Mrs. Frances Woodworth, 739 New York St., 
Long Beach, 6 


Los Angeles, Bethany (Bethany Missionary)—Mrs. Otto Giesenhagen, 366 W. 

é 87th St., Los Angeles, 3 - 

Los Angeles, Bethany (Cosmos)—Dorothy Edwards, 110%, W. 77th St., Los 
Angeles, 3 

Los Angeles, English Lutheran (W.M.S.)—Mrs. C. N. Alm, 1543 W. 56th St., Los 
Angeles, 37 - 

Los Angeles, First English Lutheran :(W. of the Church, Day Group)—Miss Grace 
C. Smith, 238 S. Berendo, Los Angeles, 4 


Los Angeles, First English Lutheran (W. of the Church, Evening Group)— 
Miss Marguerite J. Gustafson, 7746 Wyngate St., Los Angeles 

Los Angeles, First English Lutheran (W. of the Church, D.R.H. Group)—Miss 
Phyllis Tetard, 606 S. Oxford, Los Angeles, 5 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (W.M.S.)—Mrs. W. E. Lebold, 843 W. 40th Pl., Los 
Angeles 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Loving Heart)—Mrs. Ruth H. Domrose, 1135 Exposition 
Blvd., Los Angeles, 7 ; 

Los Angeles, St. Paul's (W. of the Church)—Mrs. C. A. Blegan, 2814 E. 6th St., 
Los Angeles 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s (Faith)—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine 
Ave., North Hollywood 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Mena Spirer)—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 6616 
Irvine Ave., North Hollywood 

Pasadena, Trinity (W.M.S.)—Mrs. A. J. Spindt, 99 N. Roosevelt Ave., Pasadena, 8 

Phoenix, Grace (John K. Reed)—Mrs. W. F. Steffenhagen, Rt. 1, Box 1064, 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Redlands, First Lutheran (W.M.S.)—Mrs. William Opperman, 457 La Verne St., 
Redlands 

Riverside, Trinity (Miss..Guild)—Mrs. Ned Dripps, 6391 Palm Ave., Riverside 

Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl)—Mrs. George Steffens, 3276 Prospect Ave., 
Riverside 

San Bernardino, First Lutheran (Minnie L. Sandidge)—Mrs. Luella Carolyn 
Bruhl, 1231 Jefferson St., San Bernardino ; 

San Bernardino, First Lutheran (Emma Louisa Alm)—Miss Pauline Prinksma, 
367 - 29th St., San Bernardino 

San Diego, First Lutheran (W. of the Church)—Mrs. George W. Wilson, 3080 
Barnard, San Diego, 10 

San Diego, First Lutheran (Katherine Von Borah)—Mrs. Robert J. Calahan, 4759 
Idaho St., San Diego, 4 

Santa Barbara, Grace (W. of the Church)—Mrs. Mary Tveidt, 2914 Puesta Del 
Sol Road, Santa Barbara 

Santa Monica, St. Paul’s (Guild & Miss.)—Mrs. Raymond Moremen, 135 S. 
Carmelina, Los Angeles, 24 

Westwood Village (Missionary Guild)—Mrs. K. A. Schock, 1522 S. Bentley Ave., 
West Los Angeles 
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MINUTES OF THE 


Fifty-Third Annual Convention 


WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY | 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
Pasadena, California, April 23-25, 1945 


Theme: “THE MASTER CALLETH FOR THEE” 
Subject: DISCIPLESHIP 


April 23, 1945, 7:45 p.m. 

The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered at a combined service 

of the Synod of California and the Women’s Missionary Society. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., president of Synod. 


FIRST SESSION 


April 24, 1945, 9:30 a.m. 
The fifty-third annual convention was opened with prayer by the president, 
Mrs. James P. Beasom, Jr. 


The hymn “Beautiful Saviour’ was followed with the prescribed opening 
service for missionary conventions conducted by the president. 


The devotional period was led by Mrs. D. R. Huber, speaking on “Self- 
denial” as the first cost of discipleship. 


A solo, “Oh, Master Let Me Walk With Thee,” by Ambrose, was sung by 
Mrs. Florence Goyette. 


Due to the incompleteness of registrations, the report of the credentials 
committee was postponed until the afternoon session. 


Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, chairman of the program committee, presented the 
program. A motion prevailed that the program with the minor changes as pre- 
sented, become the order of procedure for the convention. 


The president appointed the following committees: 


President's Report—Mrs. E. C. Bentz, Mrs. Dale Click, Mrs. Hooker, Mrs. 
Carlton York Smith. 


Nominations—Mrs. L. W. Varblow, Mrs. F. J. Bowman, Mrs. Wm. Capel, Mrs. 
Caroline Enders Young. 


Claims—Miss Grace Smith, Mrs. George Thompson, Mrs. W. M. Hanson. 
Registration—Mrs. K. Sketch, Mr. A. J. Spindt. 

Convention Pianist—Mrs. Charles Smith. 

Pages—Mrs. Waldo Bair, Mrs. R. C. Klein. 


Mrs. A. J. Spindt, president of the Women’s Missionary Society of Trinity, — 
Pasadena, welcomed the members of the convention as friends, sisters, co- 
workers, and fellow Christians. 


A letter of greeting from Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, president of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of U.L.C.A., was read by the secretary. 
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Greetings from sister organizations were brought by Mrs. Tollefson for the 
American Lutheran Federation, and Mrs. Ellman for the California Conference 
of the Augustana Synod. 

The wives of new pastors, Sister Adele, deaconess from the Baltimore 
Motherhouse and visiting missionaries were introduced by the president. 

The president presented her report. A motion prevailed that the report be 
referred to the committee on president's report. 

Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl presented the treasurer's report. A motion prevailed 
that the report with the audit be accepted and filed. 

The statistician, Mrs. Kenneth Sketch, presented her report. A motion pre- 
vailed that the report be accepted. 

An interesting description of the archives was given by Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 
archivist. A motion prevailed that the report be accepted. 

Miss June Sederstrom, secretary for Lutheran Students Associates, spoke 
concerning her work. 

An address on the Japanese Relocation Center at Manzanar was given by 
Miss Marion Potts, assistant principle of the high school and a returned mis- 
sionary from Japan. 

The convention hymn was sung. 

The offering, $46.88, was received and consecrated by Mrs. Huber. 

The session closed with the prayer minute by Sister Adele. 


SECOND SESSION 


April 24, 1945, 1:30 p.m. 

The session opened with the convention collect prayed in unison. 

Hymn, “Oh, Master Let Me Walk With Thee’ was sung. ; 

The devotional period, led by Miss Marion Potts, dealt with the second step 
in disicpleship—“Burden Bearing.” 

A solo, “I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked,” was sung by Mrs. Homer 
K. Morgan. 

The offering, $41.46, was received and consecrated by Miss Potts. 

The credential committee reported registration of 36 societies, 14 officers 
and secretaries, 91 delegates, 77 visitors, total—182. 

The minutes of the morning session were read-and accepted as corrected. 

Mrs. Carlton York Smith presented the Honor Roll and Superior Merit 
Societies. 

Presidents of new societies and all pastors wives were presented by the 
president. 

The report of the Northern Conference was given by Mrs. L. W. Varblow, 
president. 

A motion prevailed that the report be accepted. 

The report of the Southern Conference was given by Mrs. Charles S. 
Izenour, president. 

A motion prevailed that the report be accepted. 

Mrs. Georgia Dickson led the convention in the singing of a Chinese 
marching song, “Unafraid.” Mrs. Cordelia Taylor was the accompanist. 

The work of the Social Mission Society of Southern California was pre- 
sented by Mrs. Georgia Dickson. 

The president urged the purchase of literature. 

Miss Potts spoke briefly concerning attitudes towards returning Japanese. 

Sister Adele presented the deaconess work, making a plea for more trained 
women workers, and emphasizing the Baltimore Motherhouse 50th anniversary 
scholarship fund. 

Mrs. Harry Hahn conducted an impressive candlelight Life Membership 
and In Memoriam shower. Sixty-four life memberships and five In Memoriams 
were received. 

Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr., president of Synod, gave a stirring and chal- 
lenging address on opportunities for missionary work in California, Arizona 
and Nevada. B 

The session closed with the prayer minute by Miss Marion Potts. 

The evening offering, $76.77, was given for the work of the Women’s 
Missionary Society in California. 
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2. This brings us to our local work. No missionary society deserves its 
name that does not do missionary work at home. This does not only mean 
winning souls for Christ, but also means winning missionary women for our 
missionary society. Stones are rolled away only as the force increases. 


We are happy to note the increases of the past twelve months. We now 
have 1,370 members in 56 societies. This means that almost every society has 
had increases in membership and that the number of societies has grown. 


Five new societies are to be welcomed at this convention: The Women of 
the Church of the Altadena Lutheran Church; the Missionary Society of the 
St. Andrew's Lutheran Church, of San Mateo; the Missionary Society of the 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, of Los Angeles; the Missionary Society of the 
English Lutheran Church, of Los Angeles; and the Missionary Guild, Village 
Church, Westwood. We are delighted to have these fine women unite with our 
fellowship of service. 

3.-Ours is a world task, as we stated before. It is accomplished only as we 
are an informed society. We must study and teach, then teach and study. We 
must spread the Word, and we shall then spread the work. 


We may be encouraged by the increases in all of the departments of our 
society, but these are not enough. They are a good start, but not good enough 
for a finish. We may use a few examples: Our Thank Offering has now passed 
the $3,000.00 mark. Life memberships show an increase of $575.00. There has 
béen a total increase of almost $4,000.00. The Statistical report will give all of 
these in detail. 


Let us inform our members and our congregations of our missionary oppor- 
tunities. If they understand the needs, we will not lack the funds. They will give. 
Let us not be afraid to give them the challenge. If the Christian Church does 
not challenge them something else will. Ours is a mighty mission, we must go 
at it with might. ; 


4. Full-time workers must carry on for us on mission fields. They are our 
arms and feet and voices. They carry out the great command for us. They go to 
the whole world for us. But they must be recruited and educated and sent out. 


It was this challenging work that was set as our Triennial Objective. We 
were to recruit twelve young women, educate them and send them out. Eight 
of them have already been recruited, but we need the other four. Maybe there 
are some in your congregation. Will you ask? These eight have already started 
their training, but all of the funds for their program are not available. Some 
have not felt the urge to do this splendid thing. Will you not place it before 
each woman of your local society and see that each one understands what we 
are trying to do. I am sure that everyone will then want io have a part, and 
we will not only meet our quota, but will far exceed it. 


5. Nothing is ever accomplished in our work without the help of our Lord. 
He is with us always. To Him we give all of the thanks and the praise and the 
glory and the honor. But let us be sure that He has an opportunity to talk with 
us. Let us all be Bible-reading women, Bible-believing women, Bible-serving 
women. Let us be sure that we are taking time to talk with Him. Let us be a 
praying society. Let us be praying missionary women. Let us pray and pray 
and pray. 

We could not talk with God or hear Him talk to us without feeling the 
magnitude of His kingdom. All of the petty would soon fade away. We would 
forgive one another's mistakes and ask God to forgive us. We would be ready 
to do big things for Him. 

There are loyalties that we have for one another, for the societies of which 
we are a part, or for the leaders that we have, but all of these are worthless if 
we are not loyal to Christ. We are not trying to build just to build, or to in- 
crease just to increase, or to raise funds just to raise junds. Ours is a calling; 
we are in the vineyard of our Lord; we are doing His business; it shall last not 
for time but for eternity. In it all, let us give ourselves, our all. 


These are our opportunities. They are ours now, but they will be even 
greater when the war comes to an end. As we carry on in faith, the stones will 
roll away, and we shall open our eyes on a happier day and a better world. 

Your president has had many opportunities this past year to meet with 
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societies, and officers, and presidents, and pastors, and congregations, and 
pastor's wives, and pastor’s families. Two trips have been made through Synod 
to the Northern Conference churches. Almost every area has been visited and 
most of the congregations touched either in a meeting or private conversation. 


Many letters have been written to the presidents, secretaries, pastors, and 
others interested in missionary work. Several Executive Board meetings have 
been held both in the north and south. Conferences have been held with the 
treasurer on business matters and objectives. Hundreds of phone calls have 
been made in the interest of our work. Many speeches have been made in 
presenting the causes. 

Your president has, likewise, represented the Synodical Society at many 
conferences. Most important of these was the Presidents’ Conference of 
Synodical Missionary Presidents held in Philadelphia late in January. This was 
informative and inspirational, as well as business. Others have been the con- 
ferences of National Lutheran Council societies, the Social Missions Society of 
Southern California, the Welfare Conference, L.S.A.A. Board meetings, Inter- 
denominational School of Missions, Council of Church Women Executive Board, 
etc. 

Many articles have been written for magazines and newspapers. We have 
had a page or more for the first time in the Golden State Lutheran paid for by 
the Synodical Missionary Society. 

As I look back over the year and review it for this report, it seems impos- 
sible that so much could happen and so many things take place. I am forced 
to leave much of it out, but, in doing so, I do not minimize anything that has 
happened. I have enjoyed it all thoroughly, and I am grateful for the privileges 
that have been mine to serve. I humbly acknowledge my failures and weak- 
nesses, and pray that they will be forgiven. I sincerely thank every society, 
every officer of every society, all of the Synodical officers and secretaries, the 
pastors and congregations, and all others who have assisted the causes of the 
Women's Missionary Society. Such cooperation means success. Let us continue 
under our blessed Lord. 

Looking toward the future, I would recommend: 

l. That we give thanks to almighty God for the blessings which we have 

_ received; 
2. That we pray for peace and for the conference of the nations in San 
Francisco; 
3. That we Recruit, Reclaim and Retain all for the causes of our Society; 


4. That we inform our membership and our congregations on our mis- 
sionary objectives; 

5. That we loyally support all of these objectives; 

6. That we give special attention to the Triennial Objective and raise our 
guota in full; 

7. That in this last year of the Triennial Objective, each society appoint a 
Triennial Objective Chairman who will press this cause and seek 
larger gifts; 

8. That we continue our support of Rocky Boy Indian Mission; 

9. That each society be informed of the developments in our mission 
program of Synod, and each enlisted in mission encouragement by gifts 
and offerings to our Synodical Special Fund. 

10. That the inspiration and work of this Convention, as well as its chal- 
lenges be taken to each society that each may hear our theme: “The 
Master Calleth for Thee.” 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


The thirty-fifth annual convention of the Women’s Missionary Society of 
the Northern Conference was held at St. Matthew’s Church, San Francisco, 


November 14 and 15, 1944. ; 
The convention theme was, “Thanks be to God, Who Giveth us the Victory 


Through Our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Ist Cor. 15-57. 
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REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 


The archives have been brought up to date as far as possible, two books 
bound, minutes and programs preserved. As we prize the immortal music, 
poetry and literature of the past, as a heritage to us, so may we value things 
of importance pertaining to the Women's Missionary Society of the United 
Lutheran Church and our own field in California, and save them for the future. 


Respectfully submitted, 
GRACE HOICK. 


EDUCATION 


Literature sales at the convention in San Francisco, May 1-4, 1944, amounted 
to $14.50. 

At the Northern Conference in November in San Francisco, the sales were 
$7.60. 

Mrs. W. E. Lebold of the Southern Conference reports the sale of $33.00. 

Making a total of $55.00 for 1944. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. WM. IRONSIDE. 


MAGAZINE 


Magazine subscriptions: 

Northern Conference—292. 
Nine societies have 100% subscriptions. 

Southern Conference—765. 
Fifteen societies have 100% subscriptions. 
Total number societies have 100°, subscriptions—24. 
Total number of subscriptions in Synodical Society—1057. 

CAROLINE ENDERS YOUNG. 


MISSION STUDY REPORT 


Twenty-six societies reported reading and study groups. Sixteen groups 
conducted studies on North American Missions and twenty-five groups studied 
World Missions. There was an enrollment of four hundred and eighty-eight 
persons in these groups, which was an increase of one hundred and thirty-one 
a last year. One hundred and twenty-seven persons completed the Reading 

ourse. : 


MRS. RAY INSLEE, Department Secretary. 


BOX WORK 
Boxes! to. Home Mission sssesc ees eee eee 48 
Boxes) to Foreicia Missle ris reese sete 5 eee ee ee 65 
Toten sik cig a TT 2 os er ee 113 
Gashvcontributed tor BOxs VVO0 kane eee eee $182.55 


MRS. FRANCIS C. PRYOR. 
THE LIFE MEMBERSHIP AND “IN MEMORIAM” DEPARTMENT 


1944 - 1945 
Life Memberships received during Synodical year... 108 
Honorary Life Memberships received during Synodical year... 33 


Total Life: Mémberships=receltved 222. be a eee ee 
Life Memberships: on ‘Synodical Roll... 

Honorary Life Memberships on Synodical Roll 
Total Life Membershipsion;  Synodical Rollie. = eee 
Persons Memorialized during Synodical year. 
Total ‘In Memoriam” on Synodical Roll 
100%, Lite Membership-Society reported ncn se 
Total 100% Life Membership Societies 


if 
The total income from this Department for the year 1944-45 was $1875.00. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. HARRY W. HAHN. 
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PATRON AND PROTEGE 


The Patron and Protege department reports support of twelve scholarships 
and seven Bible women, a total of $921.00. 
MRS. H. H. ROLOFF. 


REPORT OF THANK OFFERING SECRETARY FOR THE YEAR 1944-45 


It is indeed with thankful hearts that we can report such a good increase 
in our Thank-Offering. We should be so thankful to our blessed Savior for all 
His goodness to us. Our Thank-Offering this year is $3401.63, the largest ever 
reported by the Synodical Society of California. It shows an increase of $733.48 
over that of last year. Let us continue in prayer to our Dear Heavenly Father 
for all His mercy shown to us this past year. 


MRS. JOHN HJORT, Thank-Offering Secretary. 


DEACONESS DEPARTMENT 


The literature sent out by the Deaconess Department in Philadelphia has 
been forwarded to our Conference Presidents during the year. Mrs. Scheehl 


reports $139.05 in the Deaconess Fund. 
E. MATHILDE FRITZ, Secretary. 


PROMOTION 


This has been a year of growth and inspiration. No doubt the contributing 
factors were: The visit of our promotional secretary, Miss Ruth Juram, and the 
work of the progressive and alert pastors throughout our congregations. Miss 
Juram’s visit to every congregation not only aroused interest, but also revita- 
lized every group. 

Two well attended congresses were held, one in May during Miss Juram’s 
visit, the other in October when Miss Lydia Reich was our speaker. These con- 
gresses give our younger women and the professional women an opportunity 
to receive inspiration as well as fellowship. 

We plead for interest in our younger women that they may be given every 
opportunity to serve. Much depends upon local older groups to lend an assisting 
hand. 

Several new societies have organized, others are in the act of organizing. 
We are indeed thankful for all the fine work that has been done locally. 


MRS. M. H. SHOREEN, Synodical Promotional Secretary. 


REPORT OF STUDENT SECRETARY 


Your secretary reports sending out thirty-eight (38) letters to pastors of 


congregations. 
Nineteen (19) replies were received, and two (2) too late to be tabulated. 
Sixty-eight (68) students were reported. 
Fifty (50) women and eighteen (18) men, a total gain of eleven (11) over 
last year. 
This small number is due to world conditions. 
Four (4) men are studying for the Ministry and four (4) women for Christian 


service. 
The names and addresses were sent to Dr. Mary Markley and the pastors 


notified at various institutions of learning. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MEREDITH R. DYSINGER, Student Secretary. 


INDIA LACE 


The amount of money received for 1944 was $372.60. 
All Missionary Societies have been informed as to India Lace Day in May 
and where programs and material may be obtained. 
MRS. HILDA HANSEN, Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
March, 1944, to March, 1945 


Beverly Hills Lutheran... ee 
Hollywood Luthercara 2-2-2 t aaa c nn ann 
Huntington Park, St. Luke’s......-- 

Los Angeles, English Lutheran 
North Hollywood, St. Matthew's 
Phoenix:s Grice sce ae a este eee 
San Diego, First = Sea ee ee 


$244.81 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. EDWARD N. SPIRER, Treasurer. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your committee on the President’s report has accepted the annual report 
and recommendations with praise and thanksgiving for the wonderful progress 
which has been made in our Synodical the past year in spite of the war. It 
shows wholehearted support of the societies and officers of the Synodical. 

We are deeply grateful to our Heavenly Father for His ever present help 
and sustaining power which has kept our President throughout another year of 
service. We sincerely commend her for her untiring faithfulness and consecrated 
devotion, to her duties as President of our Synodical which has aided greatly 
in the advancement which has been achieved. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. P. J. KRAMER, Chairman 
MRS. WELLS LEBOLD 
MRS. CLARENCE C. BOHUHOFF 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


With grateful hearts we acknowledge the love of God in the manifold 
blessings He has showered upon us throughout the year—for the increased 
interest in Mission Study which has quickened the missionary spirit in the 
hearts of our women evidenced in greater loyalty and larger gifts to carry on 
His Work, and we invoke His continued blessing as we endeavor to meet the © 
challenge of the Theme for this Convention—“The Master Calleth for Thee.” 
Ever mindful of present and future opportunities to show the love of God we 
submit the following resolutions: ; 

1. That we express our sincere thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Howard Anspach ~ 
and the members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena, for their cordial 
hospitality to delegates and friends attending the convention, also, to 
Mrs. A. J. Spindt for her gracious words of welcome. 

2. That we thank our President, Mrs. Beasom, the Executive Board and all 
the department secretaries for their faithful work during these busy and 
tumultuous days. 

3. That we express our appreciation to Dr. James P. Beasom, Dr. R. H. 
Gerberding, Dr. W. P. Hieronymous, Rev. H. C. Johnson and Miss Marion 
Potts for their informative and challenging addresses. 

4. That we thank all those who so carefully prepared this program—To the 
devotional leaders, the soloists, accompanists, choir, and each and every 
one who assisted in making the sessions helpful and inspiring. Our 
gratitude and appreciation for the unique way in which the Life Mem- 
bership Shower, Triennial Objective Shower, and the hour for Depart- 
ment Secretary's reports was conducted. 

5. That we bow in humility and prayer to God for His guidance and lead- 
ing of the representatives of Nations assembled in San Francisco today. 
That we pray constantly during these days that from this Conference 
there shall come that which will make for a Just and Durable Peace. 

Respectfully submitted, - j 
MRS. E. C. BENTZ 
MRS. CARLTON YORK SMITH 
MRS. E. DALE CLICK 
MRS. ROBERT L. HOOKER 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


; Your Nominating Committee wishes to submit the following names as 
officers for the coming year: 


PPRESIG eG nites sure Rs Shon Hi ea he Mrs. J. P: Beasom, Jr. 
Wice-Presidentsie sree mime Sih eta ne Mrs. C. F. Crouser 
Seere tery sears wets 1 Sele ek iy De nel Mrs. C. S. Izenour 
IPRS CIS Une ruseres ween werent We AME Fah rca aoe a) Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl 
Slatisticicnme ees we As 2 iene 88 ceptor Mrs. Kenneth Sketch 
Historicni sccm fs beeen ne tse 0 Mrs. Orval A. Awerkamp 
Ar clivictsmeee cr tee Wench restr YL One gear Mrs. J. E.. Hoick 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. L. W. VARMLOW, Chairman 
CAROLINE ENDERS YOUNG 
MRS. WM. CAPEL 

MARY LOUISE BOWMAN 


SUPERIOR MERIT 


CITY CHURCH SOCIETY 
Beverly Hills.2. BeverlyaHillse: 58 Women of the Church 
iGlendc) Gs essa cs tin Iii go is (get A hs On ees ee W.C. of C. Missions 
BIOL y;sw.OOde pee ee Ss Holly wood'ss io. sss-2) Florence Welty 
IO y wOOCl est acteee etn Holly wood.cet =o. ee Women of the Church 
Huntington Parkes 25 Silo uikie ig mee eve elie yo Se Gospel Light 
untington Park = 2 piibukets 2 2 Go Ye 
North Hollywood... Sit) Matthew's. <= Mena Spirer 
@okicm dae see Irs Ate Pes 6 oe Pah 8 Queen Esther 
Rcscdences 24 = aipinitysees ten 2 ee Women's Missionary Society 
Phoenix. .22) = Deiat Cracete are see John K. Reed 
SamDiegols ts i ss5) Rirsty eee fe of ee ht) Katherine Von Bora 
Sombie g Ose ec ek Lab fhe a ce ole 2 marae ae Women of the Church 
Richi OS Ceres se = ree oh Gicicen ae ne ee ee Women’s Missionary Society 
WHOSE: 2 ae he eee ee pevice ls CULT wie ee ee tae lee Lutheran Guild 


Bet kKele yee ttt eee ns SiniMicnoe lesen. ek =" Louisa M. Miller 

Rei OMe atta ore 48 A Vg G Ate: or ee on Mee Oe ease ee Friendship Circle 
MongreBecctit.- 405 1a ee lok Apc aH isi ts ie pt eg Women’s Missionary Society 
MOSHANGEleS oes oe ee ads enone ery oC dA Women of the Church 

Mos Wingeles 2) ce She SINC ie.< isha Miee pean hes, ieee Loving Heart 

North Hollywood... Sty Menthe wis oe. Faith 

onelcmich pen) a eerie Siplolimicue te AN e079 cies Women’s Missionary Society 
HG CULCHC SEs ta aac ots ALY Ste peeete et acento wate Women’s Missionary Society 
Mimo mce. Ure em e to) Gracem eae 2k ek SE es Mary-Martha 

SCCROIM eM IO ml cae ee Sis Ole eta ee es Dorcas 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR HONOR ROLL—14 POINTS 
FOR SUPERIOR MERIT SOCIETY—18 POINTS 


An increase in membership—l0%. 

An average attendance at meetings of at least 50% of the membership. 
Use program material published by W.M.S. 

A subscription to the Lutheran Women's Work in the home of every member. 
Promotion of the Children of the Church in your congregation. 

A Mission Study Class, or reading circle, in the congregation. 


Financial obligations fully met, sent in quarterly, before the 15th of June, 
September, and March, to Synodical treasurer. 


(a@) Genéral, undies. 22 eee eed ee 10c per member per month. 
(b) “Synodical Fee= ee eee 25c per member per year. 
* (¢) Triennial Convention Expense... 10c per member per year. 


Synodical Special—Rocky Boy and California Missions—$1.00 per member 
per year, with additional gift. 


Lenten Offering, Christmas Offering, India Lace Offering (free will). 


Contribution of $1.00 each for Deaconess and Congress Travel funds per 
society per y@ar. ; 


. Increase in amount of Thank Offering. 


One public Thank Offering meeting. 
Box Work—cash or supplies. 


Support of Patron and Protege work (partial payment on scholarships 
acceptable). 


One new Life Member or In-Memoriam. 

Observance of the Week of Prayer and self-denial, or Day of Prayer. 
Representation at Conference and Synodical convention. 

Observance of India Lace Day, cooperating with Sunday School children. 


Prompt reports and answers to all communications from officers. 
Send name of new president to Synodical Secretary as soon as possible. 


. Triennial Objective—tinal contribution. 


14 Points are required to become a Society on the Honor Roll. Of these 14 


points, one must be No. 7 with a, b, and c obligations fully met, and No. 8 


18 Points are required to become a Superior Merit Society. Of these 18. 


points, five must be met, namely: No. 1, No. 7, No. 8, No. 1], and No. 14. 
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STATITISTICAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 15, 1945 


fT 
PROMOTION DIV. 


[Pel 


NAME OF 


Education Division? 


Promotion 


Have You Distributed Missionary 


Outside Your Own Society? 


Literature the Past Year to Those 


Number of New ACTIVE 
Members Since June 30 


Last Year 


Dea- 
coness 


Is the Deaconess Cause 
Presented Annually in 


Your Church? 


Number of Nationals, etc. 


DIVISION OF SPECIAL GIFTS 


Patron and Protege |Thank) Box Work | Life 
——_| Offer. ———|Menm. 
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June 30 Last Year 


Berkeley, St. Michael’s ( 


Berkeley, St. Michael’s ( No 
Fresno, First Lutheran ( No 6 
Fresno, First Lutheran ( Yes 13 
Oakland, First Lutheran 1 
Oakland, First Lutheran Yes 2 
Oakland, St. John’s (W. 2 
Richmond, Grace (Mary No 
Richmond, Grace (In Hi: No 3 
Sacramento, First Englis 

Sacramento, St. John’s ( Yes 9 
San Francisco, First Engl Yes 

San Francisco, St. Mark’s Yes 19 
San Francisco, St. Matthy Yes 

San Francisco, Temple ( 

San Jose, Grace (Lydia No 16 
San Jose, Grace (W.M.S, Yes 3 
San Mateo, St. Andrew’s Yes 21 
Vallejo, St. Paul’s (Guild Yes 8 
Northern Conference. . . | 

Totals Northern Conferers 103 


*Richmond Societies are n 


Yes 1 
Yes 
Yes 3 
1 Yes 1 57* 
1 Yes 1 
Yes 
No 
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1 1 Yes 
Yes 1 
1 1 
1 Yes 1 
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Yes 1 
Yes 2 
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1 |Partial Yes 1 
4 3 2 15 13 57* 
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Alhambra, Grace (Grace No> Yes No 3 1 7 2 

Altadena, Lutheran (Won No 15 No 2 Yes i 

Beverly Hills, Lutheran (| | Yes | 22 | Yes Partial Yes 1 5 

Beverly Hills, Lutheran (| 4 Yes 9 

Gardena, St. John’s (Wor No fi No No 

Glendale, First Lutheran 9 Yes 2 |1&Prtl| Yes 1 1 23 2 

Glendale, First Lutheran 

Glendale, First Lutheran 

Hollywood, Lutheran (W No 20 1 Yes 1 2 1 

Hollywood, Lutheran (Fld _| No 5 Yes Partial] Yes 1 1 if 1 

Huntington Park, St. L Yes 3 Yes Yes 1 1 

Huntington Park, St. Li No 5 Yes Yes 1 2 

Inglewood, Holy Trinity | 10 Yes 1 

Long Beach, Trinity (W. Yes 10 Yes Yes 1 8 1 

Los Angeles, Bethany ( No Yes 1 

Los Angeles, Bethany oe No - Yes Yes 

Los Angeles, English Lut, Yes 1 Yes 2 Yes 1 2 

Los Angeles, First English No 5 Yes 1 Yes 4 11 4 

Los Angeles, First aoe 1 il 

Los Angeles, First Englis! No Yes 1 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s ( 10 1 3 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (( Yes 4 Yes 1 No 2 1 

Los Angeles, St. Paul’s ( No No 

North Hollywood, St. M: No 3 No 1 1 2 

North Hollywood, St. M No 3 No Yes 2 3 

Pasadena, Trinity (W.M 7 Yes 1 Yes 3 4 2 

Phoenix, Grace (John K. Yes 10 Yes 1 Yes 4 3 

Redlands, First English 2 Yes Yes ; 1 3 

Riverside, Trinity (W. No No Yes 3 4 

Riverside, Trinity (Nonal No 1 No Yes 1 5 

San Bernardino, First Enl Yes 5 Yes Yes 1 1 

San Bernardino, First Enl | Yes 2 | Yes No it 

San Diego, First Luthera Yes Yes 2 1 Yes 2 6 1 

San Diego, First Luthera No 4 Yes 1 ) 2 

Santa Barbara, Grace ( No f Yes 2, 

Santa Monica, St. Paul’s Yes |Partial 1 Yes 1 4 1 

Southern Conference... . | 1 
thern Confere 161 6 9 1 24 35 8 | 109 20 

phe Bae ‘i 1 Part.|1 Part.|2 Part. 
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points, one must be No. 7 with a, b, and c obligations fully met, and No. 8 


points, five must be met, namely: No. 1, No. 7, No. 8, No. 11, and No. 14. 73 


A Mission Study Class, or reading circle, in the congregation. 


. Increase in amount of Thank Offering. 
. One public Thank Offering meeting. 

. Box Work—cash or supplies. 

. Support of Patron and Protege work (partial payment on scholarships 


. Observance of the Week of Prayer and self-denial, or Day of Prayer. 


REQUIREMENTS FOR HONOR ROLL—14 POINTS 
FOR SUPERIOR MERIT SOCIETY—18 POINTS 


An increase in membership—l0%. 

An average attendance at meetings of at least 50% of the membership. 
Use program material published by W.M.S. 
A subscription to the Lutheran Women’s Work in the home of every member. — 
Promotion of the Children of the Church in your congregation. ( 


Financial obligations fully met, sent in quarterly, before the 15th of June, c 
September, and March, to Synodical treasurer. . 
(a) Generalsbund tess aie ee ene, 10c per member per month. 
——(bh)= Synodicalsbe e..mee ascmemer: arenes ee nent 25c per member per year. — 

’ (ce) Triennial Convention Expense... 10c per member per year. _ 
Synodical Special—Rocky Boy and California Missions—$1.00 per member ~ 
per year, with additional gift. j 
Lenten Offering, Christmas Offering, India Lace Offering (free will). 


. Contribution of $1.00 each for Deaconess and Congress Travel funds per 


society per year. 


acceptable). 
One new Life Member or In-Memoriam. 


Representation at Conference and Synodical convention. 
Observance of India Lace Day, cooperating with Sunday School children 


Prompt reports and answers to all communications from officers. * 
Send name of new president to Synodical Secretary as soon as possibicay 


Triennial Objective—final contribution. 
14 Points are required to become a Society on the Honor Roll. Of Be 4 


18 Points are required to become a eon Merit Society. Of these 18 
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i. eee PROCEEDINGS 

| OF THE 

4 Fifty-fifth Annual Convention 
3 OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod 


of California 
. HELD IN 
FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, JANUARY 28-31, 1946 


_ The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Pastor 
SYNOD ORGANIZED. 1891 


Also Proceedings of the 
Fifty-fourth Annual Convention 
OF THE 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Oakland, California, January 28-31, 1946 
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OF THE 
Fifty-fifth Annual Convention 
OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod 


ot Calitornia 


HELD IN 


FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, JANUARY 28-31, 1946 


The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Pastor 


SYNOD ORGANIZED 1891 


Also Proceedings of the 
Fifty-fourth Annual Convention 
OF THE 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Oakland, California, January 28-31, 1946 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR 


Presidents. seas. eee eet The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., M.A., D.D. 
1650 Capistrano Avenue, Glendale 8, California 
Firsts VAce=PresideGntaus = ss in. ia ee BOE Se The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
659 16th Street, Oakland 12, California 
SeconduVice-bresidentiesn ese et ee The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 
3119 W. Sixth Street, Los Angeles 5, California 
SCRE LCT Vea en rN RE ee Ee a Say es The Rev. Paul W. Wolpert 
2517 36th Street, Sacramento 17, California 
A TOCSULOTS ees eee ee Se eh ee Naat gs OTE Mr. William B. Scheehl 
5924 Contra Costa Road, Oakland 11, California 
DtcitrStClCni-= eee eee nee meer eh ey eon eee The Rev. Henry Scherer, M.A. 
1329 So. Alvarado Street, Los Angeles 6, California 
PAGS) al iA ksh Geena eee Men Sle 08 Gi hcp aha ae ee A The Rev. Albert B. Schweriz, D.D. 


3119 W. Sixth Street, Los Angeles 5, California 


TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Albert 
B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Mr. William B. Scheehl 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Albert 
B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Mr. William B. Scheehl, 
Mr. F. C. Noel, Mr. William Capel 
THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 
1946-47—The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, Mr. F. J. Bowman 
1947-48—The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, Mr. L. S. Johnston 
THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
1946-47—The Rev. J. George Dorn (Convenor), The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 
1947-48—The Rev. Arthur D. Knudten, Ph.D., The Rev. H. C. Lindsay 
1948-49—The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, The Rev. Charles A. Miley 
THE FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 
1946-47—The Rev. Ernest A. Trabert, D.D. 1947-48—The Rev. Edward N. Spirer 
1948-49—The Rev. Arthur D. Knudten, Ph.D., Chairman 
THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
1946-47—The Rev. E. Dale Click, The Rev. Charles P. Oehler, D.D. 
1947-48—The Rev. Arthur Alm, The Rev. Lester D. Keasey 
1948-49—The Rev. Frederick K. Smith, Th.D., Chairman, The Rev. Henry I. 
Kohler, D.D. 
HISTORIAN 
The Rev. John Edward Hoick, D.D. 


THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The Rev. Clifford B. Holand, Chairman, The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
The Rev. Robert J. Marshall, The Rev. Milus Bonker 


PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 


The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp, Secretary : 
The Rev. Earl Johnson, The Rev. Titus Scholl, Assistant Secretaries 


TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 


The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. (Ex-Officio) 
1946-47—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 
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BOARD OF THE HOME FOR THE AGED 


1946-47—The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Mr. William B. Scheehl, Mr. F. J. Bowman 
1947-48—The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D:D 
The Rev. Edward N. Spirer ae 
1948-49—The Rev. H. J. Weaver, D.D., Mr. F. C. Noel, Mr. William Capel 
THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 617 N. Martel, Los Angeles 36, Secretary 
Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 6616 Irving St., N. Hollywood, Treasurer 
LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISERS 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Harold Lorimer 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter, Ph.D. 
NECROLOGIST 
The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 


CHAPLAIN 
The Rev. Charles A. Miley 


THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Mr. P. O. Narveson, Chairman, Mr. Charles Hushaw, The Rev. J. Geo. Dorn, D.D., 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, Mr. Howard Weisman, Mr. Clarence Derr 
THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 
The Rev. Charles P. Smith, Chairman; The Rev. John B. Nield, 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINUTES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. Carl Miller, Chairman; The Rev. George Spindt, The Rev. Paul Keck 


THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
The Rev. F. W. Heinecken, Chairman; The Rev. Herman Lucas, 
The Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, D.D., The Rev. B. L. Westenbarger 
THE COMMITTEE ON REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 
The. Rev. L. A. Failing, Chairman; The Rev. Robert Hooker, 
The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman 
THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
Mr. F. J. Bowman, Chairman; The Rev. Philip Bergstresser, 
The Rev. H. C. Lindsay, Mr. Francis Jenson, The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 
THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 
The Rev. Henry Opperman, Chairman; The Rev. William E. Crouser, D.D. 
The Rev. Frederick K. Smith, Th.D. 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, Chairman; The Rev. W. S. Dysinger, 
The Rev. John C. Bitter 
THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. 
THE GOLDEN STATE LUTHERAN 
The President of Synod, Editor 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 


Northern Conference—The Rev. E. Dale Click 
Southern Conference—The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 


THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


The Rev. Don Endter, Chairman, The Rev. Robert J. Marshall, 
The Rev. George N. Thompson 


THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. Frederick Wentz, Chairman; The Rev. J. E. Hoick, The Rev. Titus Scholl 
AUDITORS 
O. W. Weibel, H. B. O’Brien 
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MINUTES 
of the 


Fifty-fifth Annual Gsavention 


of the 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
of California 


FIRST SESSION 


Oakland, California, January 28, 1946, 8 P.M. 

The fifty-fifth annual convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 

California opened with the confessional service followed by the administration 

of the Holy Communion, Liturgist: the Rev. Paul H. Wolpert; Administranis: the 

Rev. H. Paul Romeis and the Rev. A. B. Schwertz; Homolist; the Rev. James P. 

Beasom, Jr., who used as his text, John 9:13-25. Special music was furnished by 
the choir of First English Lutheran Church, Oakland. 


SECOND SESSION 


Oakland, California, January 29th, 1946, 9:30 A.M. 

The chaplain, the Rev. Carl V. Tambert, conducted the opening devotions 
using as his theme “Our Lenten Opportunities” based on John 12:32. 

The fifty-fifth annual convention was formally opened by President Beasom 
using the prescribed order. 

Roll was called with forty-nine pastors and twenty-seven lay delegates 
present. 

The Committee on Reference and Counsel presented the official printed 
program for the meeting of Synod and moved its adoption. The motion was 
seconded and carried. 

New members of Synod were introduced as follows: The Rev. Earl Johnson, 
The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, The Rev. Frederick A. Smith, The Rev. Lester D. 
Keasey, The Rev. Titus R. Scholl, The Rev. Milus Bonker, The Rev. F. W. 
Heineken, The Rev. Charles A. Miley and The Rev. L. A. Pailing. 

The following guests were presented to the Convention: Mr. C. L. Stoughton, 
Litt.D., Official Representative of the U.L.C.A.; The Rev. Oscar W. Carlson, D.D., 
Director of Evangelism for the U.L.C.A.; The Rev. T. D. Rinde, D.D., Dean of 
Western Theological Seminary; The Rev. Paul Lewis, Missionary to Liberia, 
Africa; Chaplains Ralph Sell, Hahn, Johnson, and Rogers; and Major Liu of the 
Chinese Army. 

The motion prevailed that visiting clergymen and laymen be given a voice 
on the floor of the Convention. 

The following committees were appointed for the Convention: 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


President's Report 
Rev. Robert Romeis, Chairman; Rev. George Spindt, Mr. H. A. Weisman 


Claims a eave 
Rev. J. Emery Ackerman, Chairman; Rev. Eldon R. Miller, Mr. David Lingle, 


Mr. William B. Scheehl 


Letters and Papers 
Rev. G. L. Hudson, Chairman; Rev. Paul Keck, Mr. A. G. Pape 


Tellers 
ev: Carl Miller, Chairman; Rev. F. W. Heinecken, Rev. E. Dale Click, 


Mr. J. H. Jendresen, Mr. L. W. Varblow 
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Convention Reporter to the Lutheran 
Rev. George Thompson 


Chairman of the Layman’s Meeting 
Mr. F. J. Bowman 


Convention Publicity 
Rev. Philip Bergstresser, Chairman; Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Mr. Franz Jensen 


Excuses Sees 
Dr. H. L Kohler, Chairman; Dr. Arthur Knudten, Mr. William Stephenhagen 


Assistant to the Secretary 
Rev. Henry Opperman 


The President of Synod presented the following report: 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


Introduction: It is truly fitting that we should hold our fifty-fifth annual 
convention of our Synod in this year of peace, in the Bay area of the State of 
California, where a few monihs ago were gathered the representatives of the 
United Nations to form a basic charter for world peace. We pray for the results 
of their efforts as we convene, and we pray for those into whose hands that 
charter reposes for implementation. May each be directed by almighty God. 


But back of all charters and back of all leaders reposes the real power in 
people—people unto whom God has given life, thought and power. It is nothing 
new to note that the people may wield power for good or evil, may grant it 
to tyrants, or, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, may usher in the kingdom 
of God upon earth through Jesus Christ. It is due to this latter responsibility 
that we as a Synod exist. We are gathered in a convention of Synod to review 
a year of effort under our Lord’s command and to seek His guidance for the 
year just ahead. Here we shall renew our determination to live only for Him; 
here we shall open our souls that our failures and sins might be forgiven; here 
we shall draw new strength as we mingle in “a great company of saints” that 
our humble efforts may be multiplied. 


Gratitude: The statistical report will tell a story all of its own. It is not our 
task to judge nor to interpret the figures. But we know that God has brought 
us the increase. He has blessed us and we have felt that blessing. He has 
given to us faithful pastors, pastor’s wives, missionaries, lay workers who have 
laboured; watering and planting the seed. And into this desert there have 
blossomed souls for Him. Nor has this been a selfish enjoyment of His beauty, 
for He has stirred the hearts of the people to give liberally to the benevolent 
causes of the church. We have passed not only our minimum goals of appor- 
tionment and Lutheran World Action, but have passed the maximum goals. 
For all of this we return thanks unto almighty God. 


Peace: And now He has given us peace. A year ago we met in war; today 
we meet in peace. War brought us the challenge of a tremendous influx of 
people, but peace has brought us a great immigration. Literally “there is no 
room.” As we turn our hearts to the Lord, in petitions of thanksgiving for peace, 
we seek His encouragement, His vision, His help, that we shall not fail to 
bring His peace to the millions of unsaved who now dwell within our synodical 


borders. Conservative estimates for the population of California alone suggests 
that 1947 will see here 10,000,000 souls. : 


The Presidency: Last January, your president was inducted into office as 
the first full-time president of Synod. He found no precedent for his actions 
and needed to blaze a new trail. Twelve months have passed, the first year 
of his term of five years. Even though much has been accomplished and much 
has been done, he recognizes the frailty of flesh. There have been opportun- 
ities lost, work left undone and mistakes made. For all of these he seeks divine 
forgiveness, as well as the forgiveness of the brothers, the fathers and laymen 
of Synod. May the Lord help us to continue working together, always “pressing 


forward,” “not breaking rank,” even though there are times when we cannot 
understand all things nor one another. 
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For the material developments we need only to tour the congregations of 
Synod. All have seen growth materially, numerically, and, we pray, spiritually. 
Your president has visited every church of Synod, some several times. He has 
met with congregations, church councils, committees, pastors. He has preached 
every Sunday, except one, at least once and most of the time two and three 
times. He has travelled over 22,000 miles by car, 21,000 miles by railroad and 
about 1500 miles by airplane in the performance of his synodical duties. He 
has been away from home more than two-thirds of the time, staying at hotels 
and living out of suitcases. If through these efforts anything has been accom- 
plished, we give all the honor where honor is due, to our blessed Lord, Who 
made it possible for us to serve Him in His vineyard. 


But there has not only been a president at work in Synod, but an Execu- 
tive Committee, which has never failed to measure up to its full responsibility. 
Each member has given fully of his time in service and deserves the com- 
mendation of Synod. The same must be said of the Home Mission Committee, 
for we have experimented this year in merging the two in our meetings, so 
that both committees, though keeping their separate tasks and minutes, met 
together, that each would know the actions of the other. 


The Presidents of Conferences: Your president has depended heavily upon 
the presidents of the two conferences. The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, the lst Vice- 
president of Synod, and the president of ithe northern conference, who is the 
pastor of our host church for this convention, deserves our thanks. He has 
always been willing to act for the president of synod while the president was 
away, and especially, when ihe president was absent from the northern area. 


Upon our second vice-president and the president of the southern confer- 
ence, the Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., the president of synod depended 
largely for advice and guidance for he is a past president of Synod, but ill 
health required his resignation from office, and the Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, 
D.D., the vice-president of the southern conference, ably assumed the duties 
of Dr. Anspach. We have missed the wise leadership of Dr. Anspach, and pray 
that he will soon be able to take his active part in the work of Synod. 


Other Officers of Synod: Synod has two other active officers who are mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee—the Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, who is serving his 
first term as secretary of Synod, and Mr. William B. Scheehl, who has held the 
office of treasurer of Synod for twelve years, ten of these consecutively. Both 
have served ably and with much credit to Synod. The other two laymen on 
the Executive Committee, Mr. F. C. Noel and Mr. William Capel, as well as 
the other members of the Home Mission Committee, the Rev. Robert S. Romeis, 
Mr. F. J. Bowman and Mr. L. S. Johnston have made up the membership of the 
two committees. All of them merit the appreciation of Synod, for all have served 
our blessed Lord with distinction. 

A good deal of the work of Synod is done by the other officers and com- 
mittees. To each, your president wishes to express both his and the apprecia- 
tion of a grateful Synod. May the Lord continue to bless them as they serve 
in these added responsibilities. And to the host of others who have all faith- 
fully performed their duties—thank you! 

Our Field: The territory of Synod still remains a virgin missionary field, 
“white unto the harvest.’ Our largest task is bringing the unchurched into the 
fellowship of the Lord and His people. This continues to be a double task: 
first, the evangelization of the unsaved through our organized congregations. 
For this effort, we must rely upon the pastors and members of our churches. 
We can only assist and inspire. Such is our present effort from Epiphany to 
Pentecost, with the initial help of the Rev. Oscar Carlson, D.D., who is a guest 
and speaker at our Synod. We are appreciative of his efforts and the Board of 
Social Missions of the United Lutheran Church for sending him to us. 

Second, the establishment of new congregations in new fields. During the 
past year God has given us five new congregations: 

The Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Long Beach, California. 

The Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Culver City, California. 

The St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, Sacramento, California. 

The Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Our Savior’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Tucson, Arizona. 
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We welcome them into our fellowship. The first of these was received in 
our Synod last spring, but the last four will be received at this convention. 
We welcome them all and ask them to unite their efforts with ours to perform 
the greater task the Lord has given us to do. 


But we are not satisfied. Another congregation will be organized at 
Whittier, California, perhaps next month. A new field has been entered in San 
Diego, California and another in Burbank, California. Besides these, we have 
asked for ten fields for survey and occupancy. These will add another State 
to our borders, that of Nevada. 


For making this work possible, Synod wishes to express its gratitude to 
the Board of American Missions of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
and the staff of the Board which has encouraged us and supported us in our 
missionary program. We note the illness of the Rev. Zenan M. Corbe, D.D., the 
Executive Secretary of the Board, who has always been our sincere friend and 
helper. Your president expresses his personal appreciation for his help and 
asks that Synod pray that the great Physician will restore him to health and 
strength, for we need him in the magnificent work that he is doing. 


Our Laymen: We should make 1946 a year when we multiply our laborers 
in the vineyard of our Lord, by inviting into active participation a larger num- 
ber of our lay men and women, Luther Leaguers and children. We should 
encourage their assistance in our missionary endeavor. 


Students for the Ministry: We have our largest number of young men 
studying for the gospel ministry: Eugene Vosseler (San Diego), sophomore, 
Midland; Robert Wheatly (Glendale), junior, Western; William Bowman, (Glen- 
dale, middler, Western; Theodore Youngquist (Glendale), senior, Western; 
James Youngquist (Glendale), freshman, Midland; James Eshenbrenner (Glen- 
dale), freshman, Midland; Earl Heuser (Glendale) freshman, Midland; Albert 
Shandrick (St. Mark's, San Francisco), junior, Western; Louis L'Heureux (St. 
John's, Sacramento), freshman, Wittenberg; Richard Arthur (First, Sacramento), 
freshman, Midland; Stanley Olson (Grace, Phoenix), sophomore, Arizona State; 
Wesley Brosvik (Grace, Phoenix), freshman, Arizona State; Jack Glidewell 
(Our Savior’s, Tucson), senior U. of Arizona. Besides these, we have one young 
lady, Annita Buderer (St. John’s, Sacramento), who is a student at the Mother- 
house, Baltimore. 


The U.L.C.A.: Our hearts were saddened by the passing of our beloved 
president of the United Lutheran Church in America for the first quarter cen- 
tury of its history, the Rev. F. H. Knubel, D.D. His contribution to the life and 
advancement of our Church was immeasurable. Your president recommends 


that Synod in convention set aside a portion of its memorial service in memory 
of Dr. Knubel. 


The Lord does not leave us alone, but has raised up the Rev. Franklin 
Clark Fry, D.D., for just such a time as this. As our president, he is giving to 
the whole church an inspiring leadership. He has suggested that “The Day 
of March has come, for our United Lutheran Church. This year’s budget of 
$2,500,000 is absolutely needed io supply the material for our spiritual war. 
You can believe our word; it is the honest minimum. Our Lord is saying as 
plainly as of old, ‘Speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward’.” 


Our Synod, for the past four years, has maintained a status of 100% or 
more for the benevolent appeals of the Church. This year a requested maximum 
was set for the synods of our Church. Our Synod reached that maximum. But 
it will take even stronger efforts to do this for our enlarged budget of 1946. 


Remember Dr. Fry’s words “. . ; it is the honest minimum.” Let us make it that 


in our various congregations. 


_ To assist us in our stewardship program, the U.L.C.A. is sending to us as 
its official representative to Synod, Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, former president 
of Wagner College, and now director of stewardship for our United Lutheran 
Church. He will hold church councilmen’s rallys in the various areas of Synod, 
speak to us in convention and assist individual pastors and congregations with 
their problems. We are grateful for his help. 
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Our Institutions of Leaming: Midland College and Western Theological 
Seminary are our schools. We have accepted them and have provided a por- 
tion of their financial needs. More than 25% of the student body of Western 
Seminary are California men, and Midland College numbers among its student 
body a considerable group from our congregations. 


We have pledged, besides our regular contributions from benevolence, 
$25,000 for the Midland and Western Appeal for $225,000. Of this amount, ap- 
proximately fifty percent has been raised, but this leaves us with a sizeable 
amount still to be sent from our congregations. Synod should face this appeal 
at this convention and make provision for its completion. We must not fail 
those who are preparing for leadership in our Church. 


The Rev. Thomas D. Rinde, D.D., dean of Western Seminary, is with us at 
Synod. He is a product of our Synod, coming from the First Lutheran Church 
of San Diego. He is here to assist us to understand our schools. We are happy 
to welcome Dr. Rinde back to California and to have him present the cause of 
Christian education to our body. 


Lutheran World Action: Never in the history of our Church have we been 
faced with such compelling demands and yet such glorious opportunities. The 
millions of our war-devastated world cry unto us to “come over and help us.” 
We canont turn a deaf ear to this cry. The National Lutheran Council has set 
the appeal for 1946-47 at $10,000,000. This is more than twice as much as has 
been asked in the maximum appeals before. This means that we shall have to 
more than double our contributions annually to L.W.A. but the needs are now, 
so that the funds should all be raised during 1946 if at all possible. We could 
do this with a determined effort. We will need to ask our people to rise up 
and give to the extent of four and five times as much as they did during 1945. 
But it will be good to do it. 


Our Chaplains: Of our seven chaplains in service, two have been dis- 
charged: the Rev. Delmar L. Dyerson, who is serving as a secretary to the 
Army Y.M.C.A. in San Francisco, due to ill health received in service; and the 
Rev. Henry W. Opperman, who has accepted work with the Board of American 
Missions with assignment to California. Chaplain Lawrence C. Vosseler has 
enlisted in the regular navy and is now stationed at Moffet Field. Chaplain 
Franklin A. Swanson serves with the navy in Japan. He plans to come back 
to Synod when discharged later this year. Chaplain Clarence F. Crouser has 
enlisted for another year of service in the navy and is now stationed at Camp 
Peary, near Williamsburg, Va. Chaplain D. Edward Wright is at Bremerton, 
Washington, with the navy, and Chaplain Erwin T. May is now located at the 
Chaplain School, Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia. 

Three former chaplains from other synods have entered our Synod for 
service: the Rev. Earl Johnson and the Rev. Charles Miley from the Northwest 
Synod, and the Rev. L. A. Failing from the New York Synod. 


Our Service Men and Women: In spite of the fact that large numbers of 
our young men and women in service have been discharged and are now 
back in our parishes, there are many who still remain on active duty. We must 
not let them down now. They need our prayers and our letters. Let us never 
forget them. To those who have returned, we bid them a hearty welcome and 
express an appreciation of a grateful church. For those who are wounded and 
ill, we plead that the Father of all mercies will comfort, sustain and heal them. 
For those homes where dear ones will never return, we ask the Father to send 
the Holy Comforter. May we who remain see that that, for which they died, 
shall be accomplished. 


Home For The Aged: Following out the action of Synod, the Board for the 
Home for the Aged was organized and plans set in motion to bring an insti- 
tution into being. Some sizeable gifts were received and the donors were 
given the thanks of Synod. Several properties were considered, but due to 
zoning, lack of space for future development and the rising cost of property, 
none of these was purchased. Your Board is continuing its efforts to bring into 
reality a Home for the Aged. 


A Campaign of Advance: Your president suggests that the following cam- 
paign of advance in Synod be undertaken for 1946: 
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1. That the period of Epiphany to Easter be set aside as a time for lay 
Evangelism in all the churches of Synod. ; ; 

2. That the period from Easter to Pentecost be set aside for an intensive 
attendance crusade. 

3. That the fall be given to an all Synod Financial Appeal for funds to 
underwrite the indebtedness of congregations, and to provide funds for 
the programs of advance within congregations, (all funds to be raised 
within the congregation to remain in the congregation). 

4. That a fund of at least $10,000 be raised for mission advancement. 

5. That Synod strive to plant a number of new missions during the year. 

6. That Synod make some provision for an adequate synodical youth pro- 
gram. 


Building Program: Now that the war is over and the possibility of future 
construction is at hand, a number of congregations of Synod are planning to 
erect new edifices and educational buildings. We are grateful for the visitation 
of congregations by Mr. Elwood L. Bowman, divisional secretary of church 
extension of the Board of American Missions. His counsel and help, as well 
as his financial programs for mission congregations, were a decided advance 
for Synod. 


Salaries and Personnel: The increased cost of living is recognized by all. 
We are passing through a difficult period for many pastors. Your president 
wishes to encourage congregations to increase the salaries and expense allow- 
ances of pastors wherever it is possible. We appreciate the efforts of the Rev. 
Arthur M. Knudsen, D.D., divisional secretary of English Missions, in assisting 
us in the supply of men for our fields and the recommendations to the Board 
for adjustments of salaries of mission pastors wherever possible. 


Parsonages: Your president commends to each congregation the purchase 
of a parsonage. The shortage of housing has caused real handicaps to mony 
of our pastors. We sympathize with them in these times. Parsonages have been 
built or purchased during the year at Long Beach, Faith; Whittier, new mission; 
Tucson, Our Savior’s; Los Angeles, Advent; Berkeley, St. Michael's; Glendale, 
First; San Bernardino, First; San Jose, Grace; Richmond, Grace; and provision 
has been made for the erection of one for Trinity, Pasadena. 

Lutheran Welfare Councils: During the past year Lutheran Welfare Coun- 
cils have been organized among the Lutheran bodies of the National Lutheran 
Council both in the northern and southern conference areas. The Executive 
Secretaries of these councils respectively are the Rev. J. Edward Oslund and 
the Rev. Frederick Smith, Th.D. These bodies should be encouraged by our 
pastors and congregations by individual and congregational memberships. 

Retirement Pensions: Due to the increased cost of living, our retired pastors 
and pastors’ widows are finding it increasingly difficult to live upon the small 
allowance granted by the Church. Your president suggests that Synod make 
a study of this situation to discover possible ways and means of relief. 

Statistics: Since our last convention was held April 23-25, 1945, the statistics 
in this report will be from that date to December 31, 1945: 


1. DEATHS: : 
May 26, 1945—The Rev. Francis C. Pryor. 
August.8, 1945—The Rev. Peter Altpeter, D.D. 
2. RESIGNATIONS: 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, First Lutheran Church, Fresno, July 1, 1945. 


The ARES ist Awerkamp, Grace Lutheran Church, Richmond, August 


The Rev. William F. Poat, L.L.D., Trinity Lutheran Church, Riverside, 
September 1, 1945. 
3. CALLS ACCEPTED: 


The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, First Lutheran Church, Glendale, May 1, 1945. 


The ene Henry Scherer, Advent Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, July 8, 


The Rev. Orval Awerkamp, Trinity Luthercm Church, Long Beach, 
August 1, 1945. 
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The Rev. Eldon R. Miller, Temple Lutheran Church, San Francisco, 
December 1, 1945. 


The Rev. Robert Hooker, First Lutheran Church, San Francisco, Decem- 
ber 1, 1945. 


The pete . W. Heinecken, Trinity Lutheran Church, Riverside, October 


The Rev. Paul E. Keck, St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Sacramento, De- 
cember 1, 1945. 


The Rev. George A. Spindt, Grace Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara, 
December 1, 1945. 


The Rev. Robert D. Wagner, Faith Lutheran Church, Long Beach, 
December 1, 1945. 


The Rev. Charles Miley, First Lutheran Church, Fresno, December 16, 


1945. 
The ae gue Bonker, Grace Lutheran Church, Richmond, December 
The Rev. Donald W. Endter, Faith Lutheran Church, Phoenix, December 


The Rev. Lester Keasey, Asst. Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasa- 
dena, November 1, 1945, (Licentiate of Central Penn. Synod). 
4. CALLS ACCEPTED AS BOARD MISSIONARIES: 


The Hoe Titus Scholl, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Tucson, October 


The Rev. Earl Johnson, Ocean Beach, San Diego, December 1, 1945. 
5. INSTALLATIONS: 
The Rev. Arthur Knudten, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Berkeley, 


June 3, 1945. 
The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, First Lutheran Church, Glendale, July 29, 
1945. 


The Rev. Henry Scherer, Advent Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, Sep- 
tember 9, 1945. 

The Rev. Orval Awerkamp, Trinity Lutheran Church, Long Beach, 
September 16, 1945. 

The Rev. F. W. Heinecken, Trinity Lutheran Church, Riverside, Novem- 
ber 18, 1945. 


6. ORDINATIONS: 


The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena, 
April 25, 1945. 


7. ORGANIZATION OF CONGREGATIONS: 


Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Culver City, the Rev. Frederick Wentz, 
Pastor-organizer, June 17, 1945. 

Our Savior’'s Ev. Lutheran Church, Tucson, Arizona, Student Jack 
Glidewell with the president of Synod, organizers, July 8, 1945. 
The Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona, the Rev. Donald W. 

Endter, Pastor-organizer, July 8, 1945. 
St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Sacramento, the Rev. Paul E. Keck, 
Pastor-organizer, August 12, 1945. 


8. DEDICATIONS: 
New Church Edifice, Faith Lutheran Church, Long Beach, June 10, 1945. 
Parsonage, Advent Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, October 7, 1945. 
Parsonage-Church House, First English Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, 

October 14, 1945. 

Parsonage, First Lutheran Church, Glendale, November 18, 1945. 
Pipe Organ, First Lutheran Church, Redlands, November 18, 19465. 
Organ, St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Fresno, September 30, 1945. 


9. RETIREMENTS: 


The Rev. William F. Poat, L.L.D., October 1, 1945. 
The Rev. Henry F. Schmidt. 
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10. PROGRESS OF CONGREGATIONS: 
This portion of the report is given in the Golden State Lutheran and 
in the supplementary report on the Bulletin Board. 


There are several recommendations found in this report, to which your 
president invites your serious consideration. They will, no doubt, come before 
you in the report of the committee on president's report. 


From the moment that I took office back in 1942, lf was challenged by the 
the tremendous implications of the holy office of the presidency of Synod. 
This was much more forcibly brought to my attention when I was installed 
a year ago as your first full-time president. I am still overwhelmed by the 
magnitude of the task and the multiplicity of the opportunities for service. 
to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and His holy Church. I would not dare 
to remain in office if I did not do so with the faith that I am not working alone, 
but that God is with me. Moreover, I could not fulfill the responsibilities of the 
office, for they are beyond my ability, but for the faith that the pastors and 
people of our many congregations are praying for me and working with me, 
so that what is accomplished, is done as a united effort in the Kingdom. Very 
humbly, I promise once more to remain faithful to the tasks which you have 
asked me to perform and to give my utmost for the Savior, Who has done so 
much for me. 


In conclusion, and at the beginning of this convention, I would encourage 
active participation on the part of both clerical and lay delegates in the dis- 
cussion and actions of this convention. The Lord will speak through His Church, 
if we shall let Him use us. To Him be all the honor and the glory within the 
Church, world without end. Amen. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, JR., 


President. 


The motion prevailed that the report be referred to the Committee on the 
President's Report. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
OF CALIFORNIA 


January 1, 1945 to December 31, 1945 


BALANCES, January 1, 1945 ies 
U.L.C.A. Apportionment account... $ 101.91 
@thermpbencvolence:s ss. sees ee 115.00 
MidloncdiiColleges = ote 6 w isl heck 7.83 
Sm odiecisinecsuryces oooh ab tos ae 3,001.79 
residents -@ifice | bunds... sa ews 25.78 
California Home Missions account... 4,550.56 
$ 9,892.87 
APPORTIONMENT 
United Lutheran Church apportionment 18,314.09 $ 18,416.00 
Midland College apportionment........... 5,363.83 5,371.66 
MidlemdeG@ollege Gifts... as. 10,279.13 10,279.13 
Synodical Treasury apportionment........ 5,699.76 
California Home Missions apportionment 3,339.81 
President's Office Fund apportionment 6,094.53 
Total tapportionment weceipiste ee 38,812.02 
Eutherony Wiorlde cetlon=sat = ween Wee sene Weed 15,755.93 15,755.93 
POLel Gm aMaSSION Shh es ce. ok aegis TL es 454.09 454.09 
PrOmen WMaSSiOM Gee. wet Lote cen mee Meee ne ee 408.90 408.90 
SOCIGIEMISSIONG "a. balsa eM aa ee ae Se 154.54 154.54 
Deaconess ocholarships.<. 152 a0 see weenie le 202.20 202.20 
@ther Benevolences 3.26 5 Ee 446.00 446.00 
Universitvsotmdent, Workin <5 owls eeols et 950.00 950.00 
Travel Allowance, Ministerial education... 352.06 352.06 
Mimisterielvecducettormes se .0 1) pes eL see sven Be 325.00 
Proceeds, sale of Calif. Hospital Bond... 750.00 
Mrs. Mary Lubbrecht endowment, Western 
SEMA yee oe te ae aes ote, Se ENNIS 790.00 
Calif. Home Missions Gross receipts and dis- 
bursements (less apportionment receipts)... 38,987.39 36,874.93 
President Swi CllCiry = een eee ee ie Se eee 4,000.00 : 
President's expense allowance and pension....... 1,580.00 


Additional expenses allowed President a/c 


ICIS LSTTIMH LDS CCLC een teen eee Cerne Ph oretriz peu 688.05 
@ilicercasClaniesse aes mi eas eer eee 225.00 
Executive Committee operating expenses............ 341.82 
Home Mission Committee expenses a/c meeting 98.72 
Other officer's and committee’s expenses..........-.. 71.65 
Postage, stationery and supplies._.........-..------ 324.76 
@onvention travel expenses 2224) 540.27 
@therwconvention GxDeNnSeS 2.2.22 2k 116.16 
Printing uMimutesy OL is yilOGdse see ete eee oe 100.00 930,01 
Publishing Golden’State Lutheran ......-...---.--- 15.00 376.00 
Inaugural Convocation travel expenses................. 131.64 
Other expenses, Inaugural convocation.............---- 318.36 
Wosemite: NohomelvPerkey Chiarch ss) oe 75.00 
Sequoia Nchonal ParkeChurch 2 i 2) ea wee. 50.00 
Calif. Lutheran Camp revolving fund returned.... 130.68 
Insurance & service fees, Calif. Lutheran Camp 122.60 
Miscellaneous receipis and disbursements.......... 107.82 344.71 

$111,667.95 $100,811.17 
10,856.78 


“Matieil (Geile: Ublodloiaorse Ay Seto aee hd yet dee eee ced 
$111,667.95  $111.667.95 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL CONDITION OF SYNOD 


December 31, 1945 
Receipts Disbursmts. 


Cash on hand in Synodical Treasury .......------s-ceccececeeneecreseees $4,288.59 

President'ssOlfice Fund= 22>]. 2,565.36 

Calif. Home. Missions ‘account... ee Ss 3,664.83 

President's Home Mission fund.eueecceceeceeeeeeenme- 338.00 

Total |\Cash-on thandssaes eee ee ee eee Re: $10,856.78 
Notes receivable, general treasury-...--------------2---nencenneneenn 2,000.00 
Notes Receivable, Home Missions eiesounti.., cee 1,500.00 
Deposits on property, returnable: .2 100.00 
“Hometor the waged, gross asseigss= es ee 34,441.00 

T Ota = GOSS Ase tee ee, eee ew nye eee ee $48,897.89 


DETAILED REPORT, CALIFORNIA HOME MISSIONS ACCOUNT 
January 1 to December 31, 1945 


Receipts Disbursmts. 
Cash in General Fund, Jan. 1, 1946.0. $ 3,524.98 
Eotth)-Long.Beach account =.=... eae 38.01 
Altadena /Mission. account... 679.57 
Temple, San Francisco, Improvement Fund... 308.00 
Total cash on hand Jan. 1, 1945... $ 4,550.56 
Loans for purchase of properties.....-.....-...-- 1V367-21 11,367.21 $11,875.00 
Funds of Missions handled by Treasurer........ 19,620.15 19,620.15 19,600.00 
Temple Church, San Francisco Improvement 
a/e- Congregations: Own funds: 2 ae eee 185.50 493.50 
Synodisaconiriubion: as: et pee eee 704.50 
Synod’s Loan to congregation... ten 500.00 1,000.00 
SUNViCVS Gil COStat. cee = nor te ea ears eee me 139.68 319.68 
Salaries paid Mission supply pastors uuu... 562.50 875.00 
Grariistton Missions 202 sats ee eee 200.00 
Altadena Mission account, returned to Mission_............ 679.57 
Special travel allowance, Sacramento Mission.............. 143.19 
Miscell. expenses in establishing Missions_.......... 345.19 
Interest and escrow expenses paid ww 140.98 
Contributions made toward purchase of properties........ 75.00 
Wiaittier Parsonage: accounts... ese re ee eee 253.28 196.57 
Faith, Long Beach Parsonage account. n-eeenceeeeeeeenee 300.00 126.75 
Deposits) ionwotss(returndble)i = ee ee ees 100.00 
Specials Home: Mission Loan Fund). 222.25 es 50.00 
Miscellaneous: Receipisasco nee ee ee ele eee 9.07 
Apportionment wRecelpts. = 2s ee reese eee eer 3,339.81 
CGashtinehands! of President ee er ee ee 338.00 
$40,877.76 $37.212.93 
Balance on hand December 31, 1945.00. wees eee 3,664.83 


$40,877.76 $40,877.76 
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“HOME FOR THE AGED” FUND 
Receipts Disbursmts, 


jash-on hand’ January 1, 1945... nt 1,333.26 
Gift of Mr. Henry D. Foster, Los “Sti cceprer an pmared 15,000.00 
Net proceeds, sale of Sierra Madre property.) - 7,988.33 
Pietestonshec SONGS hse ge a ie be cy 250.00 
Interest: on savings-accountsi.c. eo 78.07 
$24,649.66 
Berorit on. property. sk es ee sel ee ee 100.0 
HLcExes; -olerrd Madre. property es ee 60.15 
Expenses, meeting of Directors... -cceccceocccececeecceectcceseeecseeee 48.40 
208.55 
Cash on hand December 31, 1945 $24,441.11 
as ponds ownedicash vale... ee 10,000.00 
otciigross: assets eet an oe SN DS esis ee $34,441.11 


Respectfully submitted, 
: WM. B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer. 


The Report of the Auditing Committee was read by the Secretary and 
adopted by the Convention. 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 
January 24, 1946 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California: 


We have examined the books and the accounts of Mr. William B. Scheehl, 
Treasurer of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, and find them cor- 
rect and in order and the balances of $10,518.78 (ten thousand five hundred 
eighteen and 78/100 dollars) in the general treasury and $24,441.11 (twenty-four 
thousand four hundred forty-one and 11/100 dollars) in the Home for the Aged 
fund to be in accord with the balances as shown by the bank statements. 


A certification from Rev. J. P. Beasom, president of the Synod, indicates a 
balance of $338.00 in the President's Home Mission Fund. The Treasurer's 
records show advances to this fund, approved by the Executive Board in the 
amount of $1,673.91. Deducting the balance of $338.00 indicates an expenditure 
4 $1,335.91. Supporting documents covered expenditures in the amount of 

00.01. 


Reimbursement in the amount of $562.50 was received by the Treasurer 
direct from the Board of American Missions. 


In so far as the auditors could determine the President's Home Mission 
fund appeared to be handled through a personal account of the President. In 
the interest of sound business practice the funds should be placed in an ac- 
count in the name of the Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE AUDITING COMMITTEE 


O. W. Weibel — H. B. O'Brien 


The Report of the Treasurer was adopted by a rising vote to express the 
appreciation of the Synod to Treasurer Scheehl for the excellent work he has 
done. 


21 


The Rev. Donald W. Endter presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


The Synodical Committee’ on Publications is emphasizing this year the 
three aspects of our Synod’s relationship with the United Lutheran Publication 
House, and to this end is asking the delegates to Synod three questions: (1) 
What can the ULPH do to increase the effectiveness of its merchandising 
plans in the California Synod? (2) In what fields and. upon what subjects do 
we as a Synod suggest that the Church needs to have books and other litera- 
ture’ written and published? (3) What literary abiilty is there in Synod and 
what can we do to uncover this literary talent and use it for the good of the 
whole church? We irust that you will consider these questions seriously and 
that you will promptly and thoughtfully respond to our questionnaire which is 
in your hands. 

Furthermore, we are attempting to secure a represeniative from the ULPH 
to personally display the present literature of the Publication House. If this is 
not possible, we are requesting, at least, that the Publication House send our 
committee a supply of the present literature, so that our committee may display 
it at Synod. 

The committee is attempting to have the meditations of the 1945 Synodical 
pre-Lenten retreat published, which has been a request of many. We are not- 
ing too, that some have expressed a desire for a systematic study course of the 
Bible for Church School students, particularly of the New Testament, which 
could be used in the same way as the Augsburg Lesson Series. The request 
comes because of the woeful ignorance of our people concerning things 
Biblical. A manual for missionaries from the Board of American Missions also 
has been recommended, which would include instructions on how to proceed 
in building a new church and would incorporate many of the points which 
Mr. Elwood Bowman set before the conferences during his recent visit to Synod. 
What other suggested publications do you have in mind? 


To accomplish the third phase of our relationship with the ULPH, the com- 
mittee needs your help. Do you know anyone who has literary ability, might 
be interested in writing for publication, and is an authority on or has done 
some research in some aspect of Christianity or Christian endeavor? Neither 
will be put at the disposal of the Church unless we in the California Synod 
help to uncover our own literary talent. Help us to help you. Suggest the 
names of writers or potential writers to our committee. 


Respectfully submitted, 


DON W. ENDTER, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Henry Scherer, chairman, presented the report on 
THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 


The State of the Church, as the report on parochial statistics shows, is one 
of vigorous growth and activity in California. 


There has been a splendid gain in communicant membership. In 1943 and 
1944 our Synod showed the largest gain in percentages of any Synod in the 
United Lutheran Church, and will make a strong bid for that same rank in 1945. 
The Church is holding up for us an ideal of a ten per cent increase in commun- 
ing membership each year. Our Synod did better, and we have 25 congrega- 
tions among the 46 that attained 10% or better (one even topping 100% 
increase). 

Congregations to be commended on a growth of 10% or better in com- 
municant membership include: Alhambra; Altadena; Gardena; Glendale; Holly- 
wood; Inglewood; Los Angeles, Advent; Los Angeles, First English; Los Angeles, 
St. Mark's; North Hollywood; Oakland, First; Oakland, St. John’s; Riverside; 
Sacramento, St. John’s; San Bernardino; San Francisco, First English; San 
Francisco, St. Matthew's; Sanger; San Diego; San Jose; San Mateo; Santa Bar- 
bara; Santa Monica; Vallejo; Westwood. 
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So rapid has been our growth that fifteen congregations gaining in com- 
muning membership lost rank in comparative standing. We have this year 
three congregations larger than the largest congregation in Synod just a year 
ago. To keep your place in this Synod you must do as Alice was advised in 
Wonderland, keep running hard just to keep even. 


Only three churches managed to stay in the list of the ten largest gains 
in communicants only four managed to keep in the top ten in confirmed and 
baptized gains. 

There has been a splendid gain in property value and in all giving. For 
the second year every congregation has paid 100% on benevolence. Fair in- 
creases are shown in Sunday School scholars and catechumens. 


There has been a slowing down in evangelism. We have fewer child and 
but few more adult accessions; larger losses, and smaller gains than for last 
year. 


Stepping up into the next hundred in communing members during the 
year were: Glendale, Hollywood and Phoenix, Grace—600; Los Angeles, First 
English, and Sacramento, St. John’s reaching 400; Huntington Park and San 
Diego—300; Alhambra and Inglewood—200; Oakland, St. John’s attained 100 
for the first time and San Jose comes back past the 100 mark. 

For the first time since 1925, Los Angeles, First English shows over 1000 
baptized members; San Bernardino reached 500. In confirmed membership 
Sacramento, St. John’s passes the 500 mark. 


To God be all the glory for the growth in grace and good works that is 
manifest in our Church. To us be deeper consecration, and more abundant 
joy in service in the years before us. 

Respectfully submitted, 


COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


(See pages 24, 25, 54) 
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WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT! 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, organized March 31, 1891. 


Year Churches Communicants Year Churches Communicants 
189] No Report 1919 30 2966 
1892 6 630 1920 30 3060 
1893 8 1030 1921 32 3595 
1894 g 1179 1922 32 3672 
1895 g 1022 1923 33 3819 
1896 ll llll 1924 35 3905 
1897 12 1194 1925 35 3948 
1898 Dl 1214 1926 ey 3752 
1899 11 1251 1927 88s 4005 
1900 10 1297 1928 SHE 4139 
1901 10 1325 1929 36 4254 
1902 ll 1389 1930 37 4296 
1903 13 1516 1931 38 3949 
1904 14 1627 1932 36 3790 
1905 16 1636 1933 36 3808 
1906 18 1732 1934 35 3824 
1907 20 1810 1935 36 4172 
1908 20 1929 1936 37 4168 
1909 20 1927 1937 36 4355 
1910 21 2189 : 1938 36 4699 
191] 21 2170 1939 36 5165 
1912 24 2314 1940 36 9252 
1913 26 2761 194] 38 5615 
1914 28 3062 1942 38 5857 
1915 28 3816 1943 38 6582 
1916 28 3474 1944 4) THs 
1917 30 2885 1945 46 8990 
1918 30 2921 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. E. A. Trabert, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 


Your Transportation Commissioner was enabled to secure passes for mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee and the Home Mission Committee during the 
year. He also assisted the family of one of our missionaries, who returned after 
nearly four years in an interment camp in China, securing transportation to 
their home in Pennsylvania. 


The courtesy of the Southern Pacific Railway is acknowledged. 
Respectfully submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, 


Transportation Commissioner. 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. C. F. Oehler, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON “THE LUTHERAN” 

Your committee on The Lutheran reports that letters of appeal were sent 
to all the active pastors in the Synod, urging them to put on a campaign and 
nominating a committee for the purpose of securing new subscriptions for our 
official church paper. 
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Few pastors have reported to the committee, but the home office reports to 
date 101 new subscriptions, and 46 renewals. This is 86 subscriptions less, and 
30 more renewals than last year. The Lutheran in its present form is being 
well received by the church at large, and it would be to the advantage of 
every congregation to have placed it in every home. 


Respectfully submitted, 


~ W. S. DYSINGER, 


CES OEREER: 
The report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
commend editor G. Elson Ruff and his staff on the recent improvements in 
The Lutheran. 


The Rev. Henry Scherer, the Statistician of Synod, presented the 
REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


The Parochial report sheets published at this convention of Synod are a 
part of the report, and will be submitted to the Secretary of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, with the individual report sheet of each congregation. 

It has been a real delight to serve you another year as statistician. Joy 
followed joy in reading on your reports the record of another great year in 
the growth of our beloved Synod. So far as figures can manifest them, this re- 
port shows a year of great working of the Holy Spirit through the lives of the 
servants of Christ, pastors and laymen in our congregations. 

One man, too late for the first three, wrote me, ‘“ I want a rose this year.” 
Truly, brethren, your reports have been so vastly improved over last year that 
I want to buy not three roses but armloads of roses and give them to each of 
you. Only eleven blanks were late, and the tardiest reached my desk by 
Jan. 17. Almost every report was neatly and carefully done, and most of them 
nearly flawless. Thank you for the prompiness and carefulness that nearly all 
of you manifested, and that helped to make a pleasant task doubly delightful. 
The first three blanks received were from: Fresno, Wartburg, Pastor J. C. Bitter; 
San Francisco Temple, Pastor Eldon R. Miller; Alhambra, Grace, Pastor Robert 
J. Marshall. : 


Some of the increases over 1944 are: 


Bapiizedentem berdes sss nk a ces eee 2153 or 1557, 
Contrmed#memberss =e ee LOSS OnmZe97/ 
Communing tmembersi = see ee 1277 or 16.53% 
(Only five ULCA Synods gained more than 1277 members in 1944) 
Sundcty, schoolaScholeis esses ene men a 384 
Catechumeris™ re see tise ee ee eee 261 
Members of Men's Societies... 61 
Members of Women’s Societies... 38 
Members of Mixed Groups..w..--cecececceeeeeeeeene- 36 
Members of) Youth) Societies... = 97 


Propertyy: Victlietie ie ae Vel Ae 
Indebtedness grew only.............. 

Congregational expenditures 
Apportionment Paid 


May God continue His grace toward us, as He gives us grateful hearts for 
all His mercies to us, and may He keep us ever faithful stewards of His word. 


Respectfully submited, 


HENRY SCHERER, Statistician. 
The report was adopted. 
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The Rev. J. Edward Hoick, the Historian of Synod, presented 
REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HISTORIAN 


The most notable feature of the year has been the increased activity on 
the part of a number of the Pastors to assemble material for a Historical sketch 
in commemoration of impending anniversaries. In some cases great difficulty 
has been experienced in securing photographs and information. 

It is highly essential that every Pastor keeps an accurate record of all im- 
portant events transpiring in connection with his pastordte, since pictures of 
former houses of worship, photographs of predecessors and an accurate record 
of events that may be available now, may be impossible to secure in the 
future. 

Respectfully submiited, 


JOHN EDWARD HOICK, D.D. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, Archivist of Synod, presented the 
ARCHIVIST’S REPORT 


The Archives of the Synod still repose in one of the ground floor rooms in 
the First English Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, California. This congregation 
feels highly honored in having the privilege of retaining the Archives of the 
Women's Synodical along with the records of the Synod. 

Copies of the constitutions of newly organized churches have nearly all 
been filed. Current copies of the Golden State Lutheran and minutes of Synod 
have been added. Bulletins of special anniversaries and celebrations are so- 
licited. A fire proof cabinet should be jointly purchased by our two state organ- 
izations. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., Archivist. 
The report was adopted. 


The session was adjourned with prayer led by the Rev. Herbert J. 
Weaver, D.D. 


THIRD SESSION 
Oakland, Califernia, January 29, 1946, 2:00 P.M. 


The opening devotions were conducted by the Rev. Carl V. Tambert, 
Chaplain, and included a meditation on “The Sinfulness of Sin,’ based on 
Genesis 3:4. 

The motion prevailed to dispense with Roll Call. The minutes of the pre- 
vious session were approved as read. 

The following guesis were introduced and welcomed by the Convention: 
Sister Adele Dasenbrock, Deaconess at St. Mark's Lutheran Church of San 
Francisco; Miss Grace Onsiead, Missionary of the Board of Foreign Missions; 
Mrs. Benze; Chaplain Irwin E. Heckman; The Rev. E. A. Mueller, Director of 
Rural Church Work for the National Lutheran Council, Mr. Robert Payton of 
Fresno, California, a former member of the Executive Committee of Synod, and 
Ralph W. Bayless, District Superintendent of the American Bible Society. 


The Rev. A. B. Schwertz presented the 
REPORT OF MIDLAND COLLEGE AND WESTERN SEMINARY 


General Statement 
In His infinite goodness God has given Midland and Western Seminary a 
good year. The enrollment has increased over last year and the morale of the 
student body and of the faculty has been good. The constituent Synods, as also 
the United Lutheran Church in America Board of Education, have evidenced 
greater interest in our college and seminary and have lent them increased 
support, both moral and spiritual. For all of this we are deeply grateful. 


tH 


New President. At the fall meeting of the Board of Trustees, Rev. W. P. 
Hieronymus, Ph.D., was elected eighth president of Midland College and West- 
ern Theological Seminary to succeed Dr. Fred C. Wiegman. Dr. Hieronymus 
had been serving as acting president since June 1, 1945. His inauguration will 
take place during the commencement exercises on May 22, at which time Dr. 
Franklin C. Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church in America, will be 
the principal speaker. 

Enrollment. The 59th academic year began auspiciously with an increase 
in enrollment of 38 per cent as compared with the previous year. This is the 
highest gain of any U.L.C.A. college. The percentage of Lutheran students is 
67, an increase of 10 per cent over last year. Nineteen young men are enrolled 
as pre-theological students and four young women are preparing themselves 
as full time parish workers. There are 14 veterans; several times this number 
are expected to enroll the second semester. Without a dormitory it is becoming 
increasingly difficult adequately to take care of our boys in view of the acute 
housing situation in Fremont. 


Enrollment for past six years: 
1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 


REGU cia 28 Ste cab Su eee eee ee 257 456 436 438 203 223 

Sin Mier: bene eer ee eae, ea ed 187 161 171 206 259 288 

stink cso ages Sere Oe Det me <i B44, 2617... 607... 644. 458. 5s 
Finances 


Statement of Receipts and Disbursements for Fiscal Year ending August 31, 1945 
INCOME 


Educational and General, Tuition and Fees... $ 34,465.25 
IpeVolenaaacinlwal bonis ieatssatisee eee ys Ee 9,770.44 
Gifts ;and=Gronits 2. 5 ey wet, ree ae ee 68,201.58 
Salessand: Sénvicesm 0s oa eee se ee 482.85 
Other Sourcese se Oo tee eee ee Oe ee 1,456.00 
PSUR U TCHS TEN ORLS ec ee eae nner OE gee ere 40,135.52 
Totel Incomes from all’ Sources. $150,511.64 
EXPENSES 
EducctionalscmdsGenerclt = sae ns eee eee $116,071.67 
Auxiliary Enilerprises..5, 1. ee ee en eee ee 34,191.49 
Other Non-Educational. Expenses... 3,444.86 
Hotel EXpenses-—— All SOurce suit in ees oneness 153,708.02 


Net operating deficit for fiscal year ending August 31, 1945... $3,196.38 


Through an amortization plan the college debt is being reduced by 
$6,000.00 annually. 


Forward Midland Compaign: Here is the score for the synods as of Jan- 
uary, 1946: 


Quota Paid 
Colitornicr 7S Aee ns 3e eee, ee ee OSs $25,000.00 $11,822.51 
KROMSCIS Shree aes ne ethene Seid wet ah Or Ree kek ea 29,466.00 10,256.68 
Nebraska Ea, bene et PMU oi Co Talia bau hile 55,228.50 19,711.48 
Midwest Site Fac ELL Nah teen os ees Cee ee RENTS 51,817.50 8,031.02 
POrcibic mcs Rives intl ed fon cas Suite ve eee ae 11,619.00 2,827.43 
RockyiMoumitctin!: seks oo Oe wen ee 9,238.50 3,267.90 
TORT cise, ech. yea tan eet ee | Doo ae Wien eee ae 19,291.50 2,370.50 


California Synod percentage paid to date—47.29%. 

Our underpaid faculty sacrificially subscribed more than $3,300.00 toward 
the Forward Midland Campaign. 

The City of Fremont showed its faith in Midland by subscribing over 
$25,000 toward the Men's Memorial Hall (New men’s dormitory). Will our 


churches show less devotion and loyalty? Let us not put the campaign off; let's 
put it over] 
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Prospects For Students 


In view of the cessation of hostilities, Midland and Western may, in the 
Providence of God, enter upon a new era of unprecendented service in edu- 
cating young men for the holy ministry and young men and women for other 
types of Christian leadership in the Church and in society. We have been 
A-bombed into the stark realization that in the period just ahead the supreme 
ale must be upon training for CHRISTIAN leadership or man will destroy 

imself. 

College and universities are expecting peak enrollments in the very near 
future. Veterans, taking advantage of the “G.I. Bill of Rights,” in large num- 
bers are flocking to institutions of higher learning. 

If Midland College and Western Seminary are to do their God-intended 
work well, they must have the necessary facilities, adequate -buildings and 
equipment, and a sufficiently large guaranteed annual income. The Church 
will be as strong as its leadership is effective: the leadership of the Church 
will be as effective as the college and the seminary which train the leadership 
are strong. Water cannot rise above its source. 


Recommendations 


1. That the convention engage in a session of fervent prayer in behalf of 
Midland College and Western Seminary and the successful completion of the 
Forward Midland Campaign. 

2. That Synod unremittingly continue the Campaign until the goal of 
$25,000 is reached and every congregation has completed its solicitation. 

3. That Midland and Western be placed upon the synodical apportionment 
of the California Synod in the amount of $.70 per communing member. 

4. That the Secretary of Synod be authorized to send a communication to 
Dr. Hieronymus (to supplement that which has already been sent by our Presi- 
dent) of our good wishes for a successful and happy administration as Presi- 
dent of Midland College and Western Seminary. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Your trustees, 


THE REV. JAMES P. BEASOM, D.D., 
THE, REV. ALBERT B: SCHWERTZ,, D.D. 


After a brief address by ihe Rev. T. L. Rinde, Dean of Western Theological 
Seminary, on the importance of the Church College and Seminary in the life 
of the church, the recommendations of the committee were considered seriatim 
and adopted. The report was adopted. 

After a ten-minute recess, Dr. C. C. Stoughton, Secretary of Stewardship, 
of the U.L.C.A., spoke on the new spirit of enthusiasm apparent in the United 
Lutheran Church and the splendid cooperation of the various Lutheran bodies 
associated in the National Lutheran Council. 

The ‘motion was made and seconded that the President of Synod be in- 
structed to appoint a Committee to prayerfully study and prepare a slate of 
laymen to guide the members of Synod in the selection of lay-delegates to the 
forthcoming U.L.C.A. Convention at Cleveland, Ohio. 

An amendment to the motion was made that the committee be instructed 
to select Pastoral delegates as well. The amendment was seconded. 

The motion prevailed that this be referred to the Committee on the Consti- 
tion for a report on the constitutionality of this procedure. 

The session was adjourned and was followed by prayer by the Rev. 
George N. Thompson. 


CONVENTION VESPERS 
Oakland, California, January 29, 1946, 8:00 P.M. 


The service was conducted under the auspices of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of Synod. An address was given by The Rev. Oscar Carlson, D.D., 
Director of Evangelism, of the United Lutheran Church in America. Appropriate 
music was furnished by the choir of First English Lutheran Church, Oakland. 
Following the vesper service the delegates and visitors were given a reception 
by the women of First English Lutheran Church, Oakland. 
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FOURTH SESSION 
Oakland, California, January 30, 1946, 9:00 A.M. 


The session was opened with a meditation by The Rev. Carl V. Tambert 
on “The Unfolding of His Love,’ based on II Corinthians 5:19. 


Roll was called with 45 pastors and 28 lay delegates present. The minutes 
of the previous session were approved as read. 


The report of the Committee on Reference and Ceunsel was adopted. 
The report of The Executive Committee was read by the Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California in convention assembled. 
Brothers in Christ: 


Your Executive Committee for the year 1945 herewith reports its activities 
since the last meeting of Synod. One special and three regular meetings were 
held during the past year. The following is a resume of the actions taken. 


The Secretary was instructed to have necessary stationery and 1500 copies 
of the Synodical Minutes printed and distributed. 


The Music Committee was allowed an expenditure of not over fifty dollars 
for building up a Synodical music library. 


Provision was made for a visit of the congregations of Synod by the Rev. 
and Mrs. Hector Magalee. 


Authorization was given to sell the Sierra Madre property for $7,500 or 
more. 


Loans from the Board of American Missions were approved as listed in the 
Home Mission Report. 

The following loan from Synod was authorized: 

To Temple Church, San Francisco, $1,000 for a period of five years. 

The President was authorized to call a meeting of the Board of Manage- 
ment for the Home for the Aged; expenses were defrayed from the Home Fund 
of Synod. 

The President was authorized to visit the Seminaries during the summer 
to enlist men for our new missions. 

Student Jack Glidewell was secured to work for the Home Mission Com- 
mitte during the summer and fall. 

The Marie Louise Lubrecht Endowment Fund was established at Western 
Theological Seminary with the $750.00 received for the California Lutheran 
Hospital bond left to Synod by Mrs. Lubrecht. 

The resignation of Dr. H. A. Anspach from the Executive Committee and 
of Dr. A. B. Schwertz from the Home Missions Committee were accepted. 

Arrangements were made to have the Rev. William Ash Everest serve at 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Los Angeles. 

Approval was given for the salary aid granis for Mission congregations 
arranged by the Board of American Missions and the Home Missions Com- 
mittee of Synod. 

The following aid grants were made to students preparing for full time 
Christian service. To Robert Wheatley (Western Theological Seminary) $250.00; 
to Gene Vosseler (Midland College) $150.00; to Miss Annita Buderer (Baltimore 
Motherhouse) $250.00. 

Seven recommendations presented by the Committee on Ministerial Educa- 
tion were adopted. They appear in the report of that Committee. 

Approval was given for a grant of $1200 from the Board of American 
Missions to St. Paul's Lutheran. Church of Vallejo. The equity of the property 
was fixed at $12,800. 

Monthly expenses in the amount of $25.00 were allowed for Miss Grace 
Onstead, loaned by the Board of Foreign Missions to the Home Missions Com- 
mittee of Synod for survey work. 

The invitation of First English Lutheran Church to hold the 1946 Conven- 
tion in Oakland, California was accepted. The dates for the meeting of Synod 
were set for January 28-31, 1946. 
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Recommendations 


: We recommend that Synod, subject to approval of the Constitution Com- 
mittee, receive with a rising vote the applications of Faith Lutheran Church, 
Phoenix, Arizona; St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Sacramento, California; Our 
Saviour’s Lutherom Church, Tucson, Arizona; and Grace Lutheran Church, 
Culver City. 


Respectfully submitted, 


PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Paul E. Keck presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 


We believe the minutes of Synod have been accurately reported and ap- 
propriately presented in the “Proceedings of Synod for 1945.” It is to be noted 
however, by way of clarification of one report, that, out of deference to the 
late pastor William Dentler’s aversion to undue ostentation at burials, his own 
funeral service was at the Dow Memorial Chapel with about fifty close friends 
invited to it, and his own pastor, the Rev. Carl Miller in charge, assisted by 
the Rev. A. E. Isham. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CARL A. MILLER. 

The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Herman Lucas presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
A survey of the Women’s organizations of the Synod indicates that the 
purpose of these groups is twofold: 
First, to promote interest in the missionary cause of the church at large, and 
Secondly, to help in building and strengthening the local congregations. 


With the exception of a few churches, nearly every congregation of the 
Synod has a Women’s Missionary Society. They show a splendid progress both 
in membership and in financial contributions. Our newly organized missions 
in the North and the South are also well represented. 

A few congregations report ladies aids. They are noi connected with the 
synodical organization, but do their part within the congregation and in such 
manner fulfill a good and useful task. 

A large number of women are serving as Sunday School officers and 
teachers, as Luther League advisers and members of the choir, and in various 
activities of the local congregation. 

We recommend that every congregation of our synod should organize a 
Women's Missionary Society and that the women of our congregations deserve 
our deepest appreciation for their unfailing love and loyalty to the Lord’s 
Kingdom. 

Respectfully submitted, 


HERMAN LUCAS, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Charles P. Smith presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 


During the months passed, your committee has carried on the activities 
previously reported, at the last convention of Synod, and is endeavoring to 
think through various ways of expanding its work. 
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The beginning of a synodical library of anthem music has been made, 
and several choirs have borrowed copies of the numbers on hand. The only 
cost of this service is payment of postage, and replacement of any copies lost. 
As new numbers are added to the library notice will be sent to all choirs in 

nod. : 

oy The chairman of the committee has made several further visits to choirs 
in Synod to speak on the Common Service. It is our observation that, generaily 
speaking, there is much to be desired in the rendering of the Service in our 
churches. We hope that the recorded version of the Service will again be avail- 
able. soon, after being out of print since early in the war; and when it is again 
available we suggest that choirs purchase the set of records and study the 
standard therein represented. : 

We call attention again to the annual observance of Church Music Sunday, 
on Cantate, the fourth Sunday after Easter, and suggest that a special effort 
be made on that Sunday to recognize the work of the choirs, organists and 
other musicians, and that attention be called on that day to the Church's great 
heritage of music. 

A list of recommended music numbers for Eastertide is being made, and 
will be sent to all the churches, and similar lists will be provided from time 
to time throughout the year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES P. SMITH, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp presented the 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE PARISH AND 
CHURCH SCHOOL BOARD 


Although the war is officially over, we realize in another sense it is not 
over, in that so much for which we fought is yet to be attained. Neither will 
those ends be realized over night but only as the church is awake to take 
advantage of the opportunities entrusted to her. 


Returning service men; families being relocated and reestablished, are 
going to present opportunities which we must be ready to meet. With this 
adjustment in the social world, the time is ripe for adjustments in our Church 
School Education Programs to meet the challenges of the times. 


The Parish and Church School Board is thoroughly prepared to offer aid 
for your general as well as special problems that might arise. There is no end 
to printed materials to encourage the work and throw light on how to meet the 
needs of our times. The Parish and Church School Magazine is constantly on 
the watch for new approaches to Church School work. It is always interesting 
and encouraging to talk about successes. Ever since the Parish School Maga- 
zine has been in existence, it has worked to raise the subscription list to 10,000. 
Last year it almost reached it. This year victory and more! The subscription 
list is actually 11,000. In 1939 the subscriptions for the California Synod were 
77; 1940. 65; 1944, 183; 1945, 256. The Christian Growth Series of the Sunday 
School materials, so enthusiastically received, together with the helps of this 
magazine are a splendid step on the road to Church School success. 

Another phase of the Educational program of the church is that of the 
Vacation Church School. Ta give it but a single enthusiastic trial is to adopt 
it as a part of the regular program. It's effect for the two or three more weeks 
is in itself worth while. The influence upon the scholar’s estimate of the alert- 
ness of his Sunday School bears fruit throughout the year. Figures offered by 
the Church Federation of Los Angeles showed that in the County of Los An- 
geles, there were fifty-eight Presbyterian sponsored schools; eighty-ihree Meth- 
odist; forty-four Baptist and fifteen Lutheran,—including all Lutheran bodies! 
Are we as Lutherans unmindful of the value of such schools? Are we in the 
march to meet the oncoming opportunities? 

That the Parish and Church School Board of our church has been up and 
at its task can hardly be questioned, especially after a glance at the recent 
accomplishments. The first quarters of the Christian Growth Series were com- 
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pleted and introduced into the Sunday Schools. The Augsburg Uniform Series 
was revised and made available for congregations for the first quarter of 1945. 
The text on Christian Family Life was published and promotion on its use was 
started. All of the regular literature was continued and steps toward the pre- 
paration of new literature was made. The ground work for An Enlistment Pro- 
gram to help increase Sunday School enrollment was laid. Leadership educa- 
tion classes and schools were increased and expanded. There was definite 
development in the services offered to congregations on visual aids. While 
these indicate only a few of the Boards many past activities, they suffice to 
win our confidence in the work of this department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ORVAL A. AWERKAMP, Secretary. 


The motion was made and seconded that this report be adopted. 


An amendment to this motion was made that the Church School Secretary 
be instructed to prepare a paragraph commending the “Released Time” edu- 
cation movement in our State. Seconded and carried. The amended motion 
was carried. 


The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter presented the 


REPORT OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISOR OF THE 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Luther League activity in the Southern Conference is definitely on the in- 
crease. Contributing factors in this increase include: 

1. The return of a number of our Service Leaguers. The readjustment of 
the returning serviceman or woman to Luther League activity presents quite a 
study in itself and merits the whole hearted attention and prayerful guidance 
of the local Pastor. 

2. A number of Luther League rallies and conventions, with a splendid 
interchange of fine Christian fellowship among our young people, resulting in 
a greater sense of loyalty to the Church and a larger concept of its ultimate 
purpose. Also, in the greater Los Angeles area, various leagues have been 
benefitted by inter-league fellowship, athletic events, parties, etc. 

3. A smoothly working synodical Lutheran League organization with able 
and consecrated leadership among the young people themselves. 

Probably the high spot of the year for the Southern Conference Luther 
League was the midsummer convention held at the Lutheran Camp in the San 
Bernardino mountains. Plans are already under way for a full week's conven- 
tion, including courses in leadership training, the Bible and Church History, in 
July, 1946. Tentative plans are also being made for a joint convention with the 
Northern District Luther League sometime during the year. 

The Southern District Luther League also wishes to express its sincere 
appreciation to all the Pastors of the Southern Conference who are taking an 
increasingly active part in the support of and cooperation with Luther League 
activities, particularly in the way of guidance and inspiration to the local 
leagues, and in their attendance at the quarterly conventions. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ROBERT D. KERSTETTER, Advisor. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Harold J. Lorimer presented the 
REPORT OF THE NORTHERN CONFERENCE DISTRICT 
LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISOR 

“Christ for the World’ was the theme of the 1945 Convention of the Northern 
Conference Luther League held October 12 to 14, at Grace Church, San Jose, 
California, where the Conference League was organized twenty years ago. 
Attendance exceeded all expectations; nearly 250 were registered. Enthusiasm 
was high; the meetings were a great success. 
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Gerald Strutz, St. John's, Sacramento, replaces Annita Buderer as president. 
The latter is now at the Baltimore Motherhouse preparing for full time Christian 
Service. Harriett Denton, also of St. John’s, continues as Secretary. First Church, 
Sacramento, will be host to the Conference League for the Spring Rally. 

Two new senior leagues ,and four intermediate leagues have been added; 
a substantial league membership increase is noted in several churches. The 
Bay Area Leagues have banded into a districi for special activities. Among 
the current objectives is the promotion of a California State Convention to be 
held biennially. Communications have been exchanged with the Southern 
Conference. The Northern group have extended the first invitation; to San 
Francisco. 

These times are significant for the whole church. There was never a greater 
urgency for excellence in our labors for Christ—among our youth. Let the 
church then aid to the fullest that part of her program that is dedicated to 
keeping her youth for Christ and to winning the unchurched American youth 
for Christ and His church. There isn‘t a greater thrill in the world than to be 
used by God to lift young hearts into the presence of the Savior. That is 
Luther League work. 


Your advisor has enjoyed the close and capable cooperation of the Execu- 
tive Committee, pastors and sponsors, and the valuable assistance of Sister 
Adele Dasenbrock. 

Respectfully submitted, 


HAROLD J. LORIMER. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Arthur Alm presented the 
REPORT OF THE LUTHERAN CAMP 


The camp committee has functioned despite the many difficulties that 
faced it at almost every turn. Cloudbursts, fires, and the usual difficulty with 
foods during the time of rationing, are just a few of the problems we had to 
face. 


Yet with the help of Almighty God we went ahead and had a very suc- 
cessful camping season. We had planned on having it for a longer time but 
due to the elements we had to make certain changes in our program. There 
were about 40 young people who attended the camp from many different 
churches. Two courses were taught during the encampment. One on the Bible 
and the other on “The Greater Church.’ From comments of those who have 
attended camp they are waiting for the next camp season this summer. 


Certain recommendations are offered here by the staff of last year. These 
recommendations come from experiences that we have had at the camp. 

1. More adequate accessability to the camp proper. 

2. Facilities for an increased enrollment. 

8. Larger staff of councillors. 

4. More adequate refrigeration. 

5. Installation of an electrical system. 


Along with this report is an urgent plea that steps be taken to increase 
the summer camping program for the whole Lutheran Church, particularly 
here in the Southeran Conference. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE CAMP COMMITTEE, 


ARTHUR ALM, 
CHARLES SMITH, 


CARL MILLER. 
The report was adopted. 


A motion prevailed that we seek cooperation with the other Lutheran 
bodies in the setting up of an adequate program of Camp faciltiies for our 


youth, and that we integrate the entire work of Synod in all areas in an 
enlarged program. 
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The Committee on the Constitution reported that a nominating committee 
for lay delegates to the U.L.C.A. Convention was in order, but that a nominat- 
ing committee for Pastoral delegates was not in order. The President appointed 
the following committee to nominate lay delegates: The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, 
The Rev. A. B. Schwertz, and Mr. William B. Scheehl. The committee was in- 
structed to present twice as many names as the number of delegates needed. 

The report of the Committee on The President's Report was presented by 
The Rev. Robert S. Romeis. The motion prevailed that the report be adopted 
seriatim. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Fathers and Brethren: 


The report of the President for the year 1945 is a record of splendid ad- 
vancement within the California Synod. Our heavenly Father has certainly 
shed upon us His most bountiful blessings, and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
has been manifested in countless ways. For these blessings we lift our hearts 
in grateful thanksgiving io our God, and pray that His hand may lead us and 
His power strengthen us, in facing the challenges, the opportunities, and the 
responsibilities of the days that lie ahead. : 

For the consecrated leadership, the untiring efforts, and God-inspired en- 
thusiasm of our President, we cannot adequately express our appreciation. 
God has indeed favored us in placing one of His most able servants at our 
head. We commend Dr. Beasom, not only for the faithful work which he is 
carrying forth among us, but also for the excellent and complete report of the 
activities of the Synod which he has presented. May God continue to use Dr. 
Beasom in this great work of building Christ's Kingdom here on the west coast. 

In accordance with the President's recommendation, the Necrologist has 
been requested to arrange a memorial service for the Rev. F. H. Knubel, D.D., 
the late president of the U.L.C.A. 

Your Committee wishes to emphasize the following two items set forth in 
the President's Report. 


1. LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION. Never before has such a challenge faced 
us. The program of L.W.A. must be placed before the people of our congrega- 
tion with all the urgency that this hour demands. The needs of the world 
compel us to the greatest expression possible of Christ-like love. 


2. MIDLAND “FORWARD CAMPAIGN”. The congregations of Synod are 
urged to fulfill their obligations in this regard. The cause of Midland College 


must not be slighted. 


Your Committee recommends the adoption of the suggestions enumerated 
in the President's Report as a “campaign of advance” for 1946. They are: 


1. That the period of Epiphany to Easter be set aside as a time for lay 
Evangelism in all the churches of Synod. Adopted. 


2. That the period from Easter to Pentecost be set aside for an intensive 
crusade. Adopted. 


3. That the fall be given toan all Synod Financial Appeal for funds to under- 
write the indebtedness of congregations, and to provide funds for the 
programs of advance within congregations, (all funds to be raised 
within the congregation to remain in the congregation). Amended to 
include, “That the Executive Committee be charged to carry out this 
resolution.” Amended item adopted. 


4. That a fund of at least $10,000 be raised for mission advancement. 
Amendment added, “That this fund be raised by private solicitation 
among our congregations by the Executive Committee.” Amended item 


adopted. 
5. That Synod strive to plant a number of new missions during the year. 
Adopted. os 


6. That Synod make some provision for an adequate synodical youth 
program. The motion prevailed that the President appoint a Committee 
to make a study of this matter and bring in its findings not later than 
tomorrow. Action on this item was deferred until the above report could 
be received. 

7. Your Committee also recommends that the delegates be ‘instructed by 
Synod to call upon their congregations to give special consideration to 
the items on Salaries and Personnel and Parsenages. Adopted. 


8. Your Committee further recommends that a committee be appointed by 
the President of Synod to study the subject of Retirement Pensions with 
a view to alleviate the situation of retired pastors and pastors’ widows, 
and also to study the ways in which those on the retirement list might 
be of service to Synod. 


The Rev. W. E. Crouser presented the 
REPORT OF NECROLOGIST 


It is our sad lot to mourn the loss of several persons that have been identi- 
fied with the work of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Dr. Frederick Hermann Knubel. 


On October 16th, 1945, the United Lutheran Church in America was sad- 
dened by the death of its President Emeritus, Dr. Frederick Hermann Knubel. 
Although he had been a patient sufferer for some time, the news of his death 
was a great shock to the entire Church which he had served with such marked 
distinction. He was born in New York City on May 22nd, 1879, and was bap- 
tized and confirmed in St. John’s Church on Christopher Street and was also 
ordained in this Church at the age of 26 years. After his graduation from both 
the College and the Seminary at Gettysburg, he studied at the University in 
Leipsig, Germany. His first and only pastorate was with the Church of the 
Atonement in his native city, which he organized and developed. When the 
United Lutheran Church in America was organized in 1918, he was chosen its 
first President and served in this office for 26 years. His thoughiful considera- 
tion of all concerned, his ability to see the issue clearily, his executive man- 
agement, and his courageous soul, won the confidence of the entire Church, 
and will long be reflected in the structure of the Church he was destined to 
lead so long. In many respects he was a great man of God. 

The Rev. Francis Corrigan Pryor. 


On May 26th, 1945, the Rev. Francis C. Pryor died in East Los Angeles, 
Calif., after several years of illness. He was born in Kentucky on February 
Sth, 1885 and was educated at Wittenberg College and the Hamma Divinity 
School in Springfield, Ohio. He also studied at the University of Cincinnati. 
After successful pastorates in Ohio and Nebraska, he came to ihe First Church 
in Oakland in 1937. Two years before his death he assumed charge of Grace 
Church in Santa Barbara, and was obliged to retire because of failing health. 
Interment took place in Rose Hill Cemetery at Whittier, Calif. 


Dr. Peter Altpeter. 


On August 8th, 1945, while visiting relatives in Wyoming, the Rev. Dr. 
Peter Altpeter died suddenly from a heart attack. He was born on May 7th, 
1868 in Rochester, N.Y., and was educated at Thiel College, Greenville, Pa. In 
the Autumn of 1892 he entered Mt. Airy Seminary and was graduated in 1895. 
He then spent a year at the University of Pennsylvania where he majored in 
Greek and Hebrew. He served parishes in New York and Pennsylvania before 
coming to the First Church of San Diego in 1922. Three years later he retired 


from the active work. Interment was made at Glen Abby Memorial Park at 
Bonita, California. 


Mrs. Bessie Lola Westenbarger. 


On July 10th, 1945, the beloved wife of the Rev. B. L. Westenbarger died at 
her home in Glendale and was laid to rest in the Forest Lawn Memorial Park. 
The services were in charge of her pastor, the Rev. Guy L. Hudson. Mrs. 
Westenbarger was born at Conover, North Carolina, October 16th, 1875. She 
was graduated from the Concordia Lutheran College, now the Lenoir-Rhyne 
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College of Hickory, N.C. She was married to the Rev. Westenbarger on June 
2nd, 1892, and lived to celebrate their 53rd anniversary. She was baptized in 
infancy and was confirmed at the age of twelve, and lived a very consistent 
Christian life being of great help to her husband. Her last work was with the 
St. Andrew's church in San Mateo in the Spring of 1944, where she was in- 
strumental in the organization of the Women of the Mission. 


Mrs. Mary Ellen Oehler. 


On May 26th, 1946, the wife of Dr. Charles F. Oehler, Pastor Emeritus of 
St. John’s Church in Sacramento, passed to her eternal reward. The child of 
pious Lutheran parents, she was baptized in infancy and confirmed in the 
faith of her parents. In 1890 she was married to the Rev. Oehler who had just 
received a call to the church in Sacramento. Throughout a long pastorate of 
more than 45 years, she stood courageously by her husband and by her piety 
and lovely disposition contributed much to the growth and development of the 
congregation. Eight children were born into the home, all of whom have made 
a success of life. In 1936 she retired with her husband from the active work 
but her great heart and earnest soul remained tied up to the church she served 
so long and well. She was buried from St. John’s Church, her pastor, the 
Rev. Robert 8S. Romeis officiating. 


A suitable Memorial Service has been arranged. Your Necrologist will be 
assisted by Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, Dr. Earnest A. Trabert, the Rev. Erwin 
Vosseler, the Rev. Guy L. Hudson, and Dr. Herbert J. Weaver. 


W. E. CROUSER. 
The report was adopted. 


A motion prevailed that the afternoon session begin at 2:30 instead of _ 
2:00 P.M. 

A motion prevailed that we give Mr. Edward Martin, delegate from Alta- 
dena, five minutes of the Convention's time. 

The moiion was made and seconded that Dr. Beasom be instructed to use 
air travel as often as possible to save time and his energy and thus more 
effectively to guide the activities of the Synod in reaching souls for Christ. 

The motion prevailed ihat this matter be referred to the Executive Com 
mittee for action. 

The session was closed and led in prayer by the Rev. H. A. Anspach, D.D. 
It was followed by a Meeting of the Ministerium and a Meeting of the Lay 
Delegates and Visiting Laymen of Synod, held separately. 


FIFTH SESSION 
Oakland, California, January 30, 1946, 2:30 P.M. 


The session was opened with a Memorial Service, conducted by the 
Necrologist, Dr. H. J. Weaver, assisted by Dr. H. A. Anspach, and Pastors E. A. 
Vosseler and Guy L. Hudson in reverent memory of Dr. F. H. Knubel, Dr. Peter 
Altpeter, the Rev. Francis C. Pryor, Mrs. Mary Ellen Oehler, and Mrs. B. L. 
Westenbarger. 


The motion prevailed to dispense with Roll Call. 
The minutes of the prevoius session were approved as read. 
The report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the President of Synod be instructed to send a 
wire expressing our sympathy to Dr. J. J. Raun, past president of the California 
Synod, who has been confined in a Tuberculosis Sanitorium. 


The following were introduced and welcomed by the Convention: The 
Rev. Robert James, Executive Secretary of the College Religious Conference of 
San Jose State College; Miss Wilma Westburg, Counselor for Lutheran Students 
at the University of California, Berkeley; Chaplain Varger, U.S.N., stationed 
at Treasure Island; and the Rev. and Mrs. Millard Stiles, service pastor at 
Monterey, California. 
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The Rev. Arthur C. Knudten presented the 
REPORT OF THE STUDENT WORK COMMITTEE 


The work of the Student Work Committee has been confined largely to the 
individual efforts of the various committee members in their respective areas 
in securing a liaison between the various institutions and the churches of 
those areas. The active work with the students in the largest centers has been 
in the hands of student leaders. Miss Wilma Westberg in Northern California 
and Miss Marjorie Sando in Southern California. 


) The Statistics for each of the student areas are as follows: 


Attending 
Lutheran Lutheran Relation to 

School Preference Groups Churches 
Souther Califormic=: = 21-2 = 176 45 Not very active 
ASCE A es ere Ss Pn eee 136 29 
City College Los Angeles 74 10-15 50% 
Pasadena J. C 174 15-25 50% 
San Diego 50 15-20 
University of California _.........---.--... 185 30-40 Church attendance 

but no Sunday 

School classes 
Sacramentois:- ees ee ee 30 no groups Visitation by Pastor 


Sci OSes 5 re ae eee 


In Northern California the various groups of Lutherans are organized into 
the Lutheran Student Foundation which guides the work of the Student Center 
on 2311 Bowditch St., Berkeley. The building was purchased at a cost of 
$7,500 on which an indebtedness of $4,500 still remains. This is a meeting place 
for our students as well as a dormitory for a limited number. The various 
pastors participate in the meetings and activities of the Center with Rev. 
Anderson of the Augustana Synod as the pastoral advisor for the year. 


In Southern California, while no such Center has been provided, the group 
at U.S.C. has been using the Y.W.C.A. to good advantage. It is believed that 
provision for a Center would be a great help in carrying forward the work in 
the Los Angeles area. The Luther Associates is the organization of inter- 
Lutheran groups for this work. 


Religious work among the students of State College, San Jose, is being 
done by a full-time Executive, the Rev. Robert James, who is partly supported 
by contributions from seven of the leading denominations. Each denomination 
co-operating, is represented by two members on the Board of Directors. 


Not many of the students have the goal of full time church service before 
them—there are probably three students with the ministry in view and five or 
six with full-time student work in prospect. In some areas, groups ranging from 
five to six, or ten to twelve are reported attending church, but in no case does 
there seem to be support for student classes in church schools. Thus it is 
apparent that a need exists for concentrated effort on the campus, and ade- 
quate liaison between the churches and the campus. 


The Board of Education of the U.L.C.A. has made grants to the various 
areas as follows: Berkeley, $300.00; Los Angeles, $550.00; San Jose, $100.00. 
Local churches in several areas are giving additional support. 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. C. KNUDTEN, Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON YOUTH WORK 


1. That we approve the suggestion of the President of Synod and recom- 
mend to Synod the calling of a Pastor as director of Christian Education and 
Youth work in the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. 
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2. That Synod be requested to underwrite this project to the extent of 


$1,000 


3. That the Church Schools and Luther Leagues of Synod be asked to 


mae themselves to the support of this endeavor in the amount of at least 


4. That the Parish and Church School Committee and advisors of the 
Luther League be charged with the task of contacting and soliciting pledges 
from the above organizations. 


9. That the Executive Committee be empowered to outline the duties of 
the pastor and the methods of procedure in the program of Christian Educa- 
tion and Youth Work. 


6. That the duties of this pastor shall be limited exclusively to Church 
School and Youth Work. 


i When in the judgment of the Executive Committee of Synod sufficient 
funds are in sight to properly support the office, the Committee shall call a 
suitable pastor for this position. 


CARL V. TAMBERT, Chairman, 
WS Be SCHEEEI, 
DONALD W. ENDTER. 


The motion prevailed that the report be considered seriatim. 


Item 1. was adopted. 

Item 2. was adopted. 

Iiem 3. was amended to read “3,000.” and adopted. 
Items 4., 5., 6., and 7. were adopted. 

The motion prevailed that the whole report be adopted. 


The motion prevailed that we request the Executive Committee of Synod 
to seek the approval of the Executive Committee of The United Lutheran Church 
in America for the above action. 


The motion prevailed that the report of the Committee on The President's 
Report be adopted as a whole. 


The report on the meeting of Lay Delegates and Visiting Laymen of Synod 
was presented by Mr. Edward Martin, Acting Secretary. 


REPORT ON THE MEETING OF LAY DELEGATES AND 
VISITING LAYMEN OF SYNOD 


At the meeting of Lay Delegates and Visiting Laymen of Synod it was 
unanimously decided to make the following recommendations to Synod: 


1. That a special committee be appointed to study the organizational setup 
of Synod with a view to discovering the need for full time lay workers in order 
to open larger fields of service for the lay manpower of Synod. 


2. That Synod appoint a committee to study the possibility of securing a 
full-time lay worker for Synod. 


3. That the second evening of Synod be set aside so that laymen may 
have an opportunity to discuss reports, new business, etc., in order that they 
might act more effectively at the meeting of Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
EDWARD MARTIN, Acting Secretary. 


The report was adopted. 


The proposed budget for 1946 together with the Recommendations of The 
Executive Committee was presented to the Convention. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE REPORT 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


1. That the budget as proposed be adopted. 

2. That the rate of $5.00 per year per communicant member be established 
for the year 1946, becoming effective with January lst, 1946, and that the stat- 
istician be requested to compile a new apportionment table at once based on 
the new rate and communicant memberships as reported January Ist, 1946. 

3. That the treasurer be empowered to establish @new commercial account 
with the Bank of America, 55th and Grove Streets, Oakland, branch in which 
shall be deposited all funds of the California Home Mission fund of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of California, these funds to include future apportion- 
ment receipts and gifts. Further, that the President and Treasurer be empow- 
ered to administer these funds as shall appear to the best interests of the 
Home Mission work of the California Synod, under such instructions as shall 
be promulgated by the Executive Committee of the above Synod, and that 
the signature of either, not both, shall be sufficient on checks drawn against 
this account. 

4. That the Executive Committee be empowered to establish the percent- 
age of distribution of apportionment receipts to the various funds of Synod and 
further, to allocate such surpluses as may accumulate to those accounts or a 
regulor surplus account to such funds as may appear to them to require addi- 
tional resources. 

Approved, 


J. P. BEASOM, 

W. B. SCHEEHL, 

WM. CAPEL, 

H. PAUL ROMEIS, 
FRITZ C. NOEL, 
ALBERT B. SHWERTZ. 


SUGGESTED BUDGET FOR 1946 


United -lnitheran=Churchtapportionments 2.25 =. ee eee $19,820.00 
Midland College apportionment 70c per capita on 8990 members.......... 6,300.00 
President's salery.c te eee BA ces hee eee oe $4,800.00 
President st pension ase ere ee ee 192.00 
President's expense allowance 1,800.00 
Secretory: s <scil ctryuee ee ee 100.00 
TrecsUrer SVS Cy eeek coe eee ee ee ee ey eee i ee 100.00 
Stettisticlans) Sclenry ta. sca aete emt eles ce gee eae ane ceo eee 25.00 
Expenses, meetings of Executive and Home Mission__._... 500.00 


Expenses otter committeesin.t: ac. eee eee eee 
Stationery, postage); printing! es ee eee ee 
Publishing: ‘Golden State Lutheran. ee 

Travel expenses, Synodical convention 
@theruConvention texpensedii eee, een ee 
Printing Minutes of Synod (net) 
Yosemite National Park Church 
pequola Nationally Park. 'Ghurehi es oe oe te ee 
Ministerict: ce chucerble nee ts cates tee eee ee 
California Lutheran Camp 


Per diem allowance, U.L.C.A. delegates (less reserve)........ 650.00 

Executive Committee operating reserve. = -790:00 

Ulonted| ASyipelolebiclodl MUClor hye voybrolo (tls ea i 

Chitonia Home Missions Tune 6 at ae a et a 
Suggested allowance towards Synodical Youth worker... 1,000.00 
Tote isuggested:buddetawata We te ie a Cee een re eee en $42,887.00 


The recommendations were adopted seriatim. 


The motion prevailed that the $2000. surplus to be ‘Stated under this 


budget be set aside to help defray the ex i i 
penses of employin full- 
secretary to assist the President of Synod. et Same 
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The Rev. A. B. Schwertz, D.D., presented the 
REPORT OF THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 


1945 has been our greatest Home Mission year for Synod, both in the 
extent of the work done and the number of new congregations ogranized. This 
has been due in part to the services of our first full-time’ president, who has 
given most of his efforts to the cause of home missions. Your committee has 
cooperated with him in studying, surveying, encouraging and helping the pro- 
gram. 

The Board of American Missions of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
through its staff headed by the Rev. Zenan M. Corbe, D.D., as executive secre- 
tary, has given us both financial support and guidance. Our work could not 
be done without this help. The Committee wishes to express appreciation to 
the Board and staff members for this assistance. Moreover, the Committee 
wishes to thank the Board for the support given the president of Synod in his 
missionary work. ; 

We are happy to welcome into the fellowship of Synod the five congrega- 
tions organized during 1945. The first af these was formally received at our 
spring sessions; the other fcur will be formally received at this convention. 

The Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Long Beach, California, was organized 
under the direction of Board Missionary Paul Gerberding on January 7, 1945. 
The Rev. Donald Wagner is the present mission pastor. On June 10, 1945, this 
congregation dedicated its beautiful house of worship to the Glory of God. 

Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Tucson, Arizona, was organized under 
the initial leadership of Foreign Missionary Albert Alsop, with the later assist- 
ance of Student for the Ministry, Jack Glidewell, on July 8, 1945. This congre- 
gation at present is worshipping in the Tucson Y.W.C.A. The Rev. Titus Scholl 
is the present pastor. 

The Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona, was organized under 
the Missionary-Pastor leadership of the Rev. Donald Endter on July 8, 1945. A 
large number of members were transferred to the mission by the Grace Ev. 
Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona. The Committee wishes to thank both the 
pastor, the Rev. H. C. Lindsay, and the congregation for this generous gesture. 
The mission church is worshipping in a school house in the northeast section 
of the City. 

The St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Sacramento, California, originally 
started as a branch Sunday School of the First English Ev. Lutheran Church 
of Sacramento, the Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Pastor, was organized as a congre- 
gation by the Missionary-Pastor, the Rev. Paul Keck, on August 12, 1945. The 
congregation is worshipping in a reconverted gasoline station. 

On June 17, 1946, the Grace Ev. Lutheran Church of Culver City, California, 
was organized under the leadership of Missionary-Pastor Frederick Wentz. 
This congregation has had the special assistance of the First English Lutheran 
Church of Los Angeles, the Rev. Albert B. Schweriz, D.D., Pastor. The congre- 
gation is worshipping in a Boy Scout Hut at present. 

The last four missions have well-located and sizeable lots upon which 
they plan to erect beautiful and adequate church edifices. Mr. Elwood L. 
Bowman, divisional director of church extension of the Board of American 
Missions, has visited all of these congregations, as well as the other mission 
congregations of Synod, and has planned a well prepared and financed pro- 
gram for each church. The Committee is grateful for this visitation. 

Your committee has assisted in the re-establishment of the following 
mission congregations: First English Ev. Lutheran Church, San Francisco, 
California, the Rev. Robert Hooker, Pastor. A new church edifice is planned. 
The St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, Sanger, California, the Rev. J. S. Herold, 
D.D., Pastor. The St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, California. The 
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara, California, the Rev. George Spindt, 
Pastor. This congregation's building is being rebuilt and beautitied. 

The following congregations have been granted assistance through the 
Board of American Missions: 

St. Michael's Ev. Lutheran Church, Berkeley, California, for the purchase 

of a parsonage: $9,000.00. 
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Advent Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, California, for the purchase of a 
parsonage and the refinancing of the church edifice: $16,000. 

First Ev. Lutheran Church, San Bernardino, California, for the erection of 
a new parsonage: $5,000. 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Santa Barbera, California, for the reconstruc- 
tion of the church edifice: $1,800. 

Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Long Beach, California, for the purchase of a 
parsonage: $6,950. 

Whittier Mission, Whittier, California, for the purchase of a parsonage: 
$7,800. 

Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Tucson, Arizona, for the purchase of a 
church property: $3,500 and for the purchase of a parsonage: $8,500. 

Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona, for the purchase of a Church 
property: $5,250. 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Culver City, California, for the purchase of a 
Church property: $2,000. 

Temple Ev. Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California, for reconstruction 
of the church a grant from the Board of $250. 


St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, Vallejo, California, for parsonage reduc- 
tion a Board grant: $1,200. 


The following congregations have been approved for salary aid from the 
Board for 1946: 


Altadena Ev. Lutheran Church, Altadena, California, $1,800. 
Holy Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Inglewood, California, $1,380. 
St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Oakland, California, $360. 
Temple Ev. Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California, $1,200. 
St. Andrew's Ev. Lutheran Church, San Mateo, California, $1,620. 
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara, California, $1,080. 
St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, Vallejo, California, $1,200. 

First Ev. Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California, $1,800. 
Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona, $1,800. 

St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, Sacramento, California, $2,100. 


Board Missionary salary continued for the present at Faith Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Long Beach, California; Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Culver City, Cali- 
fornia; Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Tucson, Arizona; Whittier Mission, 
Whiitier, California. 


The following congregations, other than those already named in this re- 
port, have mission loans: First, Fresno; Bethany, Los Angeles; St. Paul's, Los 
Angeles; St. Paul's, Sanger; Grace, San Jose; St. Paul's, Santa Monica. 

St. John's Ev. Lutheran Church, Gardena, California, the Rev. J. Emory 
Ackerman, Pastor, is to be congratulated on attaining complete self-support 
both as to salary and loan. 

The Rev. Paul Gerberding, Board Missionary, entered the west side of 
Whittier, California, and began services in a hall on September 9, 1945. A 
large number has already signed the charter membership roll, and it is antici- 
pated that the new congregation will be organized early in the year. 

The Rev. Earl Johnson, Board Missionary, has just entered the Ocean Beach, 
Loma Portal area of San Diego, with the anticipation of beginning services and 
organizing a congregation. Mr. John Titlow, a member of the First Lutheran 
Church, San Diego, living in the new area, has promised to give to the new 
congregation either $2,000 or a lot upon which a church edifice may be erected. 

The Rev. L. A. Failing, a recently discharged navy chaplain, is making a 


survey of the northwest area of Burbank in contemplation of organizing a con- 
gregation. 
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Ten new fields have been requested and granted by the Regional Lutheran 
Home Mission Councils for surveys and occupancy if the fields warrant a 
Lutheran Church; Northern section of Richmond, California; Santa Rosa, Cali- 
fornia; Santa Cruz, California; Redding, California, Las Vegas, Nevada; Reno, 
Nevada; Brawley, California; El Centro, California; Santa Maria, California; 
Yuma, Arizona. Miss Grace Onstead has been employed as a synodical worker 
on surveys. The Board of American Missions will have the director of surveys 
for the Board on our territory early in February. 


U.L.C.A. members on the Regional Lutheran Home Mission Councils of 
the National Lutheran Council are: Northern California—The Rev. H. Paul 
Romeis and the president of Synod. Southern California—The Rev. Howard 
A. Anspach, D.D. and the president of Synod. The Home Mission Committee 
of Synod wishes to commend these two regional councils for the splendid work 
they are doing. 

Synod is indebted to the Women’s Missionary Society of Synod and the 
Northern and Southern Conferences of the synodical society for their interest 
and contributions to missions. These loyal missionary women of the Church 
have and are assisting every newly organized mission of the Synod and some 
that need special help. 

Many of the local congregations have made individual contributions io, 
the missions of Synod, both in equipment and funds. We wish to express our 
appreciation to each and to encourage all of the congregations to have a part 
in 1946. 

The Home Mission Committee of Synod has met jointly during the year with 
the Executive Committee of Synod, although keeping its work and its minutes 
separate. This has been done to coordinate the work and to expedite business. 
All of the members of the Committee have been faithful. 


Your Committee recommends: 


l. That we give thanks unto Almighty God who has directed and blessed 
our missionary efforts. 

2. The Synod, by a rising vote, express gratitude to the Board of American 
Missions and the members of the staff of the Board for their help and 
guidance. 

3. That our representative to the Convention of the Synodical Women's 
Missionary Society express to the women, the gratitude of this conven- 
tion and of Synod as a whole for the contributions to the missions of 
Synod. 

4. That we express the appreciation of Synod to Board missionaries: The 
Rev. Paul Gerberding, the Rev. Donald Endter, the Rev. Frederick Wentz 
and the Rev. Paul Keck, as well as Foreign Missionary Albert Alsop and 
Student Jack Glidewell, for their efforts in organizing congregations in 
Synod. 

5. That we express the gratitude of Synod to the Pastor and Congrega- 
tion of Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, of Phoenix, Arizona, for their part 
in the establishment of Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, of Phoenix. 

6. That this Synod, in Convention, take note of the illness of the Rev. 
Zenan M. Corbe, D.D., the Executive Secretary of the Board of American 
Missions, and that the Chaplain of Synod be requested to remember 
Dr. Corbe in his prayers. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE. 


The report was adopted by a rising vote. 
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The following officers were elected for the coming year: 


he: Rev: Poril 7H.” Wiol wer traces rae ae eee cree eee Secretary 
Mri William “1B! (Sh SH es Ss a ee eres Treasurer 
The *RevvHenry (Scherersis sty Se Oe ee eel Statistician 
The Revved. Bc Sehiwientz: DD ee aa ee eee eee Archivist 
IM eRI EY AS Aol photic) stim eee es Se Be Lay Member on Home Missions Committee 
The Rev. Carl Via lcmb ent ee ee ee ees Clerical Member from the South 


on the Home Missions Committee 


_Dr. C. C. Stoughton addressed the Convention, speaking on the various 
boards of the U.L.C.A. 


The report of the meeting of the Ministerium was adopted. 


REPORT ON THE MEETING OF THE MINISTERIUM 


The Ministerium of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California met on 
Wednesday, January 30th, at 12:00 noon. 

The following recommendations of the Examining Committee were adopted: 

l. That the following be received into the membership of Synod through 
transfer of membership from a constituent Synod of the United Lutheran 
Church: The Rev. Milus Bonker from the lowa Synod, The Rev. Titus R. Scholl, 
The Rev. Frederick A. Smith, Th.D. from the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, The 
Rev. Charles A. Miley, The Rev. Carl V. Tambert and The Rev. Earl J. Johnson 
from the Synod of the Northwest. 

2. That the Rev. Loraine A. Failing be received upon the receipt of a 
certificate of transfer from the Synod of New York. 

3. That Lester D. Keasey, a licentiate of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, . 
be ordained and his name placed on the roster of Synod. 

4. That interim ordination be made possible after a satisfactory endorse- 
ment of a candidate by the Examining Committee and the Executive Committee 
of Synod. 

5. That Mr. Robert Wheatley be re-licensed for a period of one year. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Rev. Eldon Miller. 


PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary. 


The session was closed with prayer led by The Rev. H. J. Weaver. 
In a special service at 8 P.M. Mr. Lester D. Keasey was ordained into the 
Gospel Ministry. The ordination sermon was preached by Dr. Ernest A. Trabert. 


SIXTH SESSION 
Oakland, California, January 31, 1946. 


The sixth session was opened with a meditation by the chaplain on “The 
Cost to God” as based on Luke 23:27-48. 

The motion prevailed to dispense with Roll Call. 

The minutes of the previous session were approved as read. 

The report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 

The report of the Social Missions Committee was received and tabled until 
further recommendations could be added by the Committee. 

Dr. Oscar W. Carlson briefly outlined to the Convention the following 
seven steps of Evangelization: 
. Motivate our people to be evangelistic. 
. Identify those whom we are to win for Christ. 
. Cultivate those we have identified. 
. Confront these cultivated prospects with the need for a decision. 

(Visitation Evangelism.) 

. Instruct them in the Word, 
. Receive them according to prescribed practice. 
. Assimilate them into the life of the congregation. 

Mr. William Capel and Mr. Fritz Noel were elected as the lay members 
of the Executive Committee. 

The motion prevailed that the Secretary be instructed to cast the unani- 
mous ballot for Mr. William Capel, Mr. Fritz Noel and Dr. H. J. Weaver as 
members of the Board of the Home for the Aged. 
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ND monr 


The Rev. Henry I. Kohler, D.D., presented the 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSION SOCIETY OF THE 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The Social Mission Society of the Southern Conference, an affiliate of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California and a Beneficiary of the Samaritan 
Society, a corporation operating under a State Charter in Southern California, 
has made progress during the year as the report will show. 

The receipts for the year beginning January 1, 1945 and endi 
31, total $4,043.97. : = i gage 

Disbursements: $90.00 given for family and individual welfare; Lutheran 
Welfare Council $838.50; Miscellaneous $180.58, including the Daily Message, 

Light For Today” for use in the Calif. Lutheran and Santa Monica Hospitals 
by the Chaplain; invested in the Coast Federal Loan Association $2,000. Total 
$3,109.08 with a balance of $934.89. Our total investment in the Coast Federal 
Loan Association is $5,218.85. 

The annual Roll Call for memberships this year is by action of the Board 
of Managers carried on through the congregations as our Reformation Sunday 
was allocated for the Lutheran Welfare Council of Southern California for an 
all Lutheran Reformation Festival, therefore no annual meeting was held as 
has been our custom. Th membership dues are $1.00 or more annually. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY IRVING KOHLER, D.D., 
President, Board of Managers. 


The report was adopted. 


Dr. Frederick K. Smith briefly addressed the convention sketching the 
excellent results obtained in their drive for clothing for Lutheran World Relief. 


The Rev. A. B. Schwertz, D.D., presented the following Special 


RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS: The Lutheran Hospital Society of Southern California is cele- 
brating its 25th Anniversary on February Ist as the date when the Society 
began its hospital work in the operation of The California Hospital, Los An- 
geles, and 

WHEREAS: The Lutheran Hospital Society of Southern California has 
brought great credit to the Lutheran Church and now operates the California 
Hospital, The Santa Monica Hospital, The Loamshire Hospital and Convales- 
cent Home and the California Lutheran Camp and 

WHEREAS: The pioneer Lutherans who started this humanitarian service 
had demonstrated the importance of Christian social work and set an example 
for Lutherans throughout America and 

WHEREAS: Such social work activity is in accordance with Christ's exam- 
ple and teachings so as to have a living Church 
Therefore be it 

Resolved that this convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Cali- 
fornia recognize the 25th Anniversary celebration of The Lutheran Hospital 
Society and urge all of our churches to distribute the Society's pamphlet "25 
years of Lutheran Service” in all churches on February 3rd and be it 
Further 

Resolved that we extend to the Directors and Society members our con- 
gratulations and our sincere thanks for their 25 years of service to the sick 
and injured in the name of Christ and our Church. 


ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ. 
The Resolution was adopted. 
The report of the Committee on the Constitution was presented and the 
motion prevailed that it be referred back to the Constitution Committee for 
revision. 
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The Rev. Clifford B. Holand presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The files of this committee carry names of eleven young men and one 
young woman who are college, seminary or motherhouse students planning to 
enter the full time work of the church. Aid grants to the extent of $650 for 
these students have been approved by the Executive Committee of Synod. 

There have been several meetings of the Ministerial Education Committee 
during the past year. Recommendations made by the committee and approved 
by: the Executive Committee of Synod on November 13, 1945, include the fol- 
lowing: 

1. That the suggested procedure in the selection and guidance of men for 
the Gospel ministry as outlined in the newly printed forms of the Ev. 
Lutheran Church be the accepted approach of our Synod. 

2. That students be aided on the basis of needs rather than flat amounts. 


3. That students receiving railroad fare only, be required to fill out the 
forms recommended by the Board of Education. 

4. That women planning full time service in the Church be given the 
same consideration for aid as men. 

5%. That the treasurer of Synod send checks for aid to the Committee on 
Ministerial Education for forwarding to the students. 

6. That each student arrange for an annual visit with a member of the 
Committee on Ministerial Education or some designated representative. 

7. That we request the Board of Education to pay travelling expenses of 
women on the same basis as men. 


Your committee wishes to thank the Pastors and the officers of Synod as 
well as the Board of Education of the United Lutheron Church for the aid ren- 
dered during the past year. We believe that only through continuous effort 
and prayerful consideration will we be able to produce an adequate number 
of high-calibered men and women for full-time service in the Church. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CLIFFORD B. HOLAND. 
The report was adopied. 
The motion prevailed that the officers of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of California shall be the trustees of the Synod. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., presented the 
STEWARDSHIP REPORT 


For four years we have had the privilege of being your Stewardship Com- 
ieee Chairman, and we have enjoyed the privilege more than you will ever 

now. 

The Statistical record of the Synod is well known to you and clearly out- 
lined by our most capable treasurer. 

We regret that due to previous commitments we were unable to attend 
the conference recently called by our national president. We are still in the 
one hundred percent column; let us stay there. Wiih the blessing of God we 
move forward. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., 


Chairman, Stewardship Committee. 
The report was adopted. 


The report on Lutheran World Action was presented: The motion was made 
and seconded that the report be adopted. The Rev. Ross Hidy, National 
Lutheran Council Defense Area Pastor, spoke on the work being done by the 
National Lutheran Council in its ministry to migrant workers, the locating of 
new mission fields. He pointed out that the Lutheran Church has done more in 
housing areas than all the other Protestant denominations combined. The Rev. 
August Claus reported on the work he and Pastor Lucas are doing among the 
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prisoners of war in California. The motion prevailed that we express our ap- 
Preciation to Pastors Claus and Lucas for the work they are doing among the 
prisoners of war by a rising vote of thanks. 


The motion prevailed that Synod exert every effort to raise our just share 
of the $10,000,000 Lutheran World Action goal. : 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Your Resolutions Committee offers the following resolutions: 

1. We deeply appreciate the kind hospitality extended to us by the pastor, 
choir and members of First Lutheran Church of Oakland, Calif. in offering 
their church for the use of this convention and we recommend that this body 
express its gratitude by a standing vote and that this resolution -be presented 
to the congregation at a public service. 

2. We recommend that this body express its sincere thanks to Dr. Clarence 
C. Stoughton, Stewardship Secretary of the U.L.C.A. and official representative 
of the U.L.C.A. to Synod and Dr. Oscar Carlson, Director of Evangelism of the 
U.L.C.A. for the inspiration of their presence and messages at this convention. 

3. Whereas the Rev. Dr. Peter Altpeter and the Rev. Francis C. Pryor, 
faithful servants of this Synod for years, have been removed from the church 
militant to the church triumphant, we hereby express our great sense of loss 
and invoke the blessing of heavenly comfort on those near and dear to them. 

4. We recommend that the Executive Committee appoint a committee of 
three to create interest and enthusiasm in bringing the U.L.C.A. convention to 
San Francisco in 1950, and devise ways and means to raise the necessary 
funds to bring the conveniion to the Pacific Coast. 

5. We recommend that Synod publish the Golden State Lutheran monthly 
and that it be made a paper of congregational and synodical promotion. 

6. We recommend that the annual Synodical Bulletin and the tentative 
Synodical Agenda be mailed io the pastors and lay delegates of Synod at 
least one week before the opening of Synod to facilitate well-prepared, intelli- 
gent action on the great volume of important business coming before ihe 
Synod Convention. The deadline for all reports except those of the treasurer 
and statistician shall be January Ist. 

7. Resolved that we express deep and humble gratitude to our Father 
God for the great material advancement and spiritual growih which He has 
granted this Synod throughout the past year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
RESOLUTIONS..COMMITTEE. 
The report was adopted seriatim. 
The motion prevailed that item 5 be referred to the Executive Committee. 


Th motion prevailed that action on the amendment referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Constitution with reference to merging he Executive and Home 
Misisons Committee be deferred for one year. 

Invitations from Grace Church, Santa Barbara; First English Lutheran 
Church, Hollywood; and Trinity Lutheran Church, Long Beach, inviting the 
Synod for 1947 were received and referred to the Executive Committee for 
action. 


The Rev. Guy L. Hudson presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND PAPERS 


Letters were received from the Secretary of Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Santa Barbara, from Hollywood Lutheran Church, Hollywood, and from Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Long Beach, extending an invitation to Synod to convene 
there in 1947. 

Respectfully submitted, 
REV. GUY L. HUDSON, Chairman. 

The report was adopted. 
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The Rev. Charles P. Smith presented the 
REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Annual meeting of the Southern Conference January 31, 1946, in connection 
with the meeting of Synod. The following officers were elected: The Rev. Albert 
B. Schwertz, D.D., President; the Rev. Robert Kerstetter, Ph.D., Vice-President; 
the Rev. Charles P. Smith, Secretary; the Rev. Arthur Alm, Treasurer. 

Conference authorized the payment of $400.00 into the proposed $10,000 
fund for Home Mission work of Synod. * 


Respectfully submitted, 
REV. CHARLES P. SMITH, Secretary. 


The Rev. Philip W. Bergstresser presented the 
REPORT OF THE NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


The following officers were elected for the year 1947: President, The Rev. 
H. Paul Romeis; Vice-President, The Rev. J. Edward Oslund; Secretary, The 
Rev. P. Bergstresser; Treasurer, Mr. Robert Paden. 


Respectfully submitted, 


REV. P. W. BERGSTRESSER. 
The reports were adopted. 


REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 


Your committee wishes to re-call to the attention of the members of Synod, 
the importance of the Foreign Mission program of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, especially in the immediate future. With the coming of peace, new 
opportunities in the foreign missions field will demand the interest and prayers 
of every member of the Church. We would urge that each pastor re-study his 
program, evaluating the emphasis now being placed on foreign missions, and 
endeavoring to make a larger place for that emphasis in order that it might 
be brought home to all our people. 

During the year we were privileged to have on our territory Mr. and Mrs. 
Hector Magalee, students from British Guiana, who made an extensive itin- 
erary. This was well received, and reports indicate that their visit gave a 
strong stimulus for further interest. We regret that the Rev. Paul Lewis from 
Liberia was not able to visit our churches as planned, and hope that other 
missionaries may come to our congregations in the future. 

We are unable to report on observance of Foreign Missions Day in Epi- 
phany of this year, or as to how many congregations or schools participated in 
the giving of special funds asked for at this time. But we feel that this special 
appeal should be a regular event, especially in all our Church Schools. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THE REV. EDWARD N. SPIRER, 
THES REVesE. (ACY TRABERT = D.Ds, 


THE REV. CHARLES P. SMITH. 
The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


We, your Committee, beg to submit the report on excuses: The following 
have requested that they be excused due to disability—Dr. John A. M. Zeigler, 
Dr. Daniel J. Snyder, Dr. William F. Poat, Dr. John R. Broyer, Dr. H. Yearian, 
also Rev. Norman N. Harter, Rev. B. L. Westenbarger, Rev. H. C. Lindsay, Rev. 
Homer L. Bosserman. We, therefore, recommend that they be excused and that 
they be remembered in special prayers. 

The following have sent their excuses and we recommend they be excused: 
Drs. J. S. Herold, John B. Nield, John Edward Hoick, A. J. Soldan, William C. 
Miller, and A. E. Isham, also from part of the sessions, Drs. Earnest A. Trabert, 
C. F. Oehler and Guy L. Hudson. 

We would further recommend that all of our Chaplains be excused from 
attendance or part attendance at the Convention of Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 


COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES. 
The report was adopted. 
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The Rev. J. Edward Oslund presented the 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


The activity of your committee during the past year has consisted very 
largely of supplying materials to the various churches, as well as providing 
reprints of the pamphlet “Lutherans Believe.” Beyond this your Committee has 
little to report in the nature of activity. 

It is learned that welfare councils have been organized in both Northern 
and Southern California and are already under way. Northern California has 
engaged a social service worker and is proceeding with plans to open branch 
offices in such localities as the need indicates. Your committee commends most 
heartily these councils to the Synod and urges your support and prayers. 

Attention should be called as well to the appeal of the National Lutheran 
Council which is under way. The President of the Synod, as well as the chair- 
man of your committee attended meetings of the National Lutheran Council 
in Chicago, where reports were given by individuals who had seen first-hand 
the sufferings and the need of the people in the war zones. Of these reports 
you will hear more as time goes on. Suffice it to say that the need is compell- 
ing and imperative, and the major portion of the sums collected in this appeal 
will be used in such relief. In addition, sums will be used to continue and 
enhance our work here at home. We urge the whole hearted support of both 
your prayers and means. 

Your committee, alarmed at the unprecedented rise in juvenile delinquency, 
and at the problem of intoxicating liquors as revealed in the fact that in our 
state the per capita consumption of liquors was greater than in any other, as- 
well as at the break-down of home and family life as evidenced in an in- 
creasing divorce rate, makes the following recommendations: 

1. That Synod appoint a full-time director of youth activities, whose duties 
shall be to inaugurate and encourage youth programs in our congrega- 
tions as well as to advise and counsel with pastors on youth problems. 

2. That youth centers be encouraged and developed where possible either 
under synodical or local auspices. 

3. That each pastor arrange for meetings in his parish where parents and 
other adults have opportunity to become informed of juvenile problems 
and delinquencies. These meetings should be addressed by an author- 
ity in the field. 

4. That family altars and family worship be earnestly urged. 

5. That the evils and dangers of intoxicating liquor be presented to our 
people in a positive and constructive manner. Such presentation to be 
made by each pastor or by a synodical committee as the Synod may 
direct. 

6. That the Synod go on record as expressing appreciation of the evan- 
gelism program under the expert leadership of Dr. Oscar W. Carlson. 

7. That there be greater participation in the program of the American 
Bible Society, particulorly in the stress of Bible reading and observance 
of Universal Bible Sunday. 

Respectfully submitted, 


SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE. 


The report was adopted. 
The report of the Publicity Committee was received and referred back to 
the committee for revision. 


THE REPORT OF THE CLAIMS COMMITTEE 


Your committee finds that present conditions of transportation are such 
that provisions for reimbursement to synodical delegates as provided by the 
constitution are no longer flexible enough or adequate. 

We recommend that the Executive Committee study this matter and submit 
suggestions for correcting it. 


49 


We approve the claims for: 


Clerical delegates totalling: 1..0...i4 42s etcetera bs) $688.73 
May edelegates: 6s cee aie ee 430.92 


Mr. Henry Hiller 


Claims of L. D. Keasey, Assistant Pastor of Trinity Church, Pasadena $25.64, 
and the Rev. Dr. Frederick Smith, Executive Secretary of Lutheran Welfare 
Council for like amount have been filed. The Committee finds no precedent for 
allowing claims of this nature and we request instruction from Synod. 


THE CLAIMS COMMITTEE, 
The report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that assistant pastors be allowed traveling expenses 
and that this action be referred to the Committee on the Constitution for ap- 
proval. 


The motion prevailed that we pay the traveling expenses of executives of 
the National Lutheran Council on our territory. who are members of our Synod. 


The motion prevailed that we request the Constitution Committee to make 
a study of the travel allowance to Synodical conventions in view of the need 
for provision for associate pastors, social work agency secretaries, deaconesses 
and others. 


The report on the nominations of lay delegates for the U.L.C.A. Conven- 
tion was received. Further nominations were made from the floor. The following 
delegates were elected: Clerical: Rev. H. Paul Romeis, the Rev. Carl V. Tam- 
bert, the Rev. Robert Kerstetter, the Rev. Robert J. Marshall; Alternates, the 
Rev. J. George Dorn, the Rev. A. B. Schwertz, the Rev. Henry Scherer, the Rev. 
E. A. Vosseler, the Rev. H. A. Anspach. Laymen: Mr. F. J. Bowman, Mr. William 
Scheehl, Mr. F. Noel, Mr. William Steffenhagen and Mr. H. A. Weisman. Alter- 
nates: Mr. F. Jensen, Mr. Arthur Hansen, Mr. L. S. Johnston, Mr. J. H. Jendresen 
and Mr. H. G. Vogel. 


Mr. P. O. Narveson presented the 
REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 


During the past year the Synod Public Relations Committee has worked 
on the preparation of several matters of interest and importance. 

Perhaps the largest individual effort was the publicity on the inauguration 
of Dr. J. P. Beasom; Jr., as full time president of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of California. This installation took place, as you will recall, in the 
latter part of January, 1945. It was the source of publicity stories released to 
the Press not only in California and Arizona, but to newspapers nationally 
through the Associated Press and the United Press. 

During the course of the year many other events have been written up 
and released to California newspapers. 


Generally speaking, the public relations work of the Synod has been put 
under two types: 


1. Information and material released from the headquarters of the Presi- 
dent, Dr. J. P. Beasom, Jr. In most instances these matters naturally re- 
lated to information of state-wide significance. 


2. The local activities of individual churches. Generally speaking these 
consisted of—A. Weekly publicity releases by pastors. B. His advertising 
in community papers. 

Such publicity releases dealt with the Sunday sermon topic, special music 

or other matters of interest. Included also have been the activities of the brother- 
hoods and other local church organizations. 


In addition to these story releases, many churches are utilizing space in 
their community newspaper. In Southern California several local church 
groups use small paid space in the Saturday issue of the Los Angeles Times. 


It is hoped that during the coming year various city groups will unite on 


a joint weekly newspaper advertisement calling attention to their location 
and attractions for the week. 
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Tt is hoped also that more material will be released in the way of publicity 
stories so that the United Lutheran Church in California will become better 
known everywhere. 3 


The committee has discussed the possibility of preparing a group of sug- 


gested newspaper advertisements that might be offered-to local churches. 
Further discussions with Dr. Beasom on this subject are planned. 


Your committee also was represented at a recent public relations meeting 
of the various Lutheran churches. Present were members from several synodical 
organizations. The chairman of your committee was appointed chairman of a 
joint committee to investigate the possibility of recording a plan of joint 
Lutheran public relations activities in the Southern part of the State. 


Respectfully submitted, 


P. O. NARVESON, Chairman. 
The report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the Executive Committee be instructed to study 
possibility of raising the salary of the Statistician from $25. to $50.00 a year. 


The motion prevailed that we refer the matter of changing the name of 
Synod to the Executive Committee for recommendations. 


The motion prevailed that the Common Service Book Committee of the 
U.L.C.A. be asked to consider revising the General Prayer to include at the 
appropriate place the words “and in the air”. 


The officers elected for the coming year were installed and the Fifty-fifth 
Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California was of- 
ficially closed with the Order for Closing of Synods. 

JAMES P. BEASOM, JR., President, 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the minutes of the 


Fifty-fifth Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, held in 
First English Church, Oakland, California, January 28, 29, 30, 31, 1946. 


PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary. 
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STATE OF THE CHURCH 
(See also pages 22 through 25) 
CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


I i niese Propert Total Rank ia 
Year Chrch SICA’ Pupils Value” y Expenditures ULCA 
1945 46 18 5367 $1,595,186 $441,561 
1944 4] 19 4983 1,334,598 355,087 13 
1943 38 21 4407 1,231,039 276,332 16 
1942 38 21 4025 WET HES 235,587 16 
1941 38 21 4613 LV 75 plod 195,575 17 
1940 36 21 4515 1,189,627 176,438 Wi 
1939 36 20 4545 1,145,131 167,374 17 
1938 36 19 4359 1,531,904 174,431 16 
1937 36 22 4168 1,444,452 161,290 19 
1936 37 22 4065 1,475,833 281,809 13 
1935 36 22 4186 1,622,595 136,334 20 
1934 36 22 4327 1,789,250 143,474 18 
1933 36 23 4185 1,530,425 134,435 19 
1932 36 23 4079 1,608,032 146,154 21 
1931 38 24 4013 1,681,505 201,220 19 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


GROWTH 

Commun. Memb. Rank in Paid Rank in 
Year Memb. Gain Percent ULCA Apporimt. ULCA 
1945 8990 1277 16.53 19? $38,812 
1944 7713 MUST 17.03 20 30,709 15 
1943 6582 TPS 12.38 21 23,408 18 
1942 9857 242 4.32 Pepe 17,500 19 
194] 9615 363 6.93 22 14,389 19 
1940 9252 87 1.68 Zz 13,562 19 
1939 5165 466 9.91 21 11,489 19 
1938 4699 434 10.17 22 10,237 19 
1937 4265 97 FASS 29 10,332 23 
1936 4168 —33 —.79 25 8,940 23 
1935 4201 214 9.62 25 8,437 23 
1934 3987 179 4.96 25 8,229 22 
1933 3808 18 47 25 7 AS6 24 
1932 3790 —159 —4.03 25 8,502 23 
1931 3949 —347 —8.79 25 13,084 21 
1930 4296 42 .99 25 13,690 21 
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Rita TS SEOLM OWT OCI © RG IOORtOlieters cnsis si oserevetes scare Geant cates elaseVeysicte-« tele is esa sede levee Sas: due 31 
PU ECEOlOGiisi an SIDOnte Given resette se steiere simiayas tats 5 aaestereroleraiS Atel Stals Gisreye stave%lsvars) oversusiels 36 
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PO GHIMEHLLOME SS TVILC On a atte sare ees eters eles en apa slave lacobores Wall encis siscals susrsneverslejatersie Sfeleels ore 44 
RanisnronduschoolMmbBoOcrd Secrelciry me DOrt Ol aneiae cite css. elise « sciecinslaette es 32 
FEO SIGS TMG AS DON ian actatencretewersy susie sles spel ove Gis eros torier ese cebele ieee he ERAGE EROS 10 thru 16 
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ee ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1945 


| MEMBERSHIP 
RS ADULT MEMBERS 
hoe Accessions | Losses 
3 
g retell ao -es) | Mered E 
s Shae: |e Z 
8 Ce aee tyes eee alee 
aa) o| & lad lea] & |e 
10 Cc 11 12 13 D 
a a ST ET 
12 14 36 1 4 56 61 548 
17 12 51 3 12 15 2. 
2 6 12 12 3. 
6 2 24 4, 
39 24 74 ] 5 6 5. 
3 20 34 4 3 1 8 6. 
41 21 | 101 1 10 11 ie 
1 10 36 3 2 33 38 8. 
34 21 94 8 6 7 21 9. 
13 50 10. 
iu 15 1 2 Sills 
30 59 | 120 7 27 65 99 | 12. 
8 13 4 2 6 E18. 
10 15 1 82 83 | 14. 
13 22 3 4 7 | 15. 
37 57 1 2 3 |-16, 
19 20 57 3 12 15 eis 
4 tf 26 14 14 | 18 
294 195 | 339 | 225 | 120 70 | 251 | 263 | 229 | 813 55 | 101 | 248 | 404 |1945 
194 155 | 256 | 252 94 69 | 145 | 284 | 251 | 749 55 61 | 167 | 288 |1944 
Inc 40 26 1 | 106 64 40 81 | 121 |Inc. 
21 22 Dee. 


19.| Alham! 3 1 
.| Altade; 3 
21.| Beverl} 1 3 
*22.| Culver 5 
23.| Garder Pe 2 
24.) Glenda 6 7 
25.| Hollyw 19 28 ile 56 iu 49 15 
26.| Huntin 41 57 31 3 13 14 11 4 
27.| Inglew, il 4 TEA sil 11 2 
*28.| Long 2 6 5 338 | 35 2 
29.| Long E 10 16 1 6 27 4 
30.| Los An 1 1 2 8 10 2 
31.| Los An 2] 18 4] 18 15 5 4 ; 
82.| Los An 8 36 10 12 | 122 144 f 25 32 | 32. 
83.|} Los An 3 5 11 15 31 57 2 2 | 33. 
34.) Los An 4 1 1 2 2} 34. 
35.| North | 7 43 8 14 20 19 61 6 i 13 | 35. 
36.| Pasade 8 13 5 13 17 12 47 6 6 10 | 22 | 36 
*37.| Phoeni 34 6 88 94 3 
88.| Phoeni 34 78 16 12 22 | 189 24 | 197 6 90 | 141 | 237 | 38. 
39.| Redlan 4 1 Z 13 1 21 2 2 |.39. 
40.| Riversi 3 3 2 14 14 8 2 10 | 40 
41.| San Be 3: 26 2 5} 29 7 | 48 1 i207) Ste rae 
42.| San Di 30 88 20 3 15 74 92 5 19 24 | 42. 
43 .| Santa ] 11 8 | 12] 20 2 1 3 | 43. 
44,| Santa ] 8 48 4 8 56 68 5 6 11 | 44. 
#45 .| Tucson 20 49) 44 93 45. 
46.| Westwi 10 3 2 5 2 ti); 2132/5406. 
194\ 182 | 426 | 555 90 99 | 276 | 994 | 458 |1827 92 | 284 | 277 | 653 |1945 
194! 133 | 325 | 703 34 | 128 | 311 | 975 | 872 1786 75 | 206 | 218 | 499 |1944 
i Letina faeces pane ee |e 
Incj 49 | 101 56 19 86 | 105 17 78 59 | 154 |Inc. 
Ded 148 29 | 35 Dec 
ooo 4 
a a a as Sera) 
| 
Not 195 | 339 | 225 | 120 70 | 251 | 263 | 229 | 813 55 | 101 | 248 | 404 
Soul 182 | 426 | 555 90 99 | 276 | 994 | 458 |1827 92 | 284 | 277 | 653 
edaian — 
1941377 | 765 | 780 | 210 | 169 | 527 |1257 | 687 |2640 | 147 | 385 | 525 |1057§}1945 
194/288 | 581 | 955 | 128 197 | 456 |1259 | 623 12585 | 180 | 267 | 385 | .782 |1944 
-——— —- 
Ini 89 | 184 82 71 64 | 105 17 | 118 | 140 | 275 | Inc. 
Dec 175 28 2 Dec. 


PASTORAL 
CHARGE 
(City or Town) 


Index Number 


PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERA 
nn... === = SSS eee —E—e 


CONGREGATION 


When Organized 


ADDRESS 


GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 


ee 


Sacramento............ 
Sacramento 


D CO NID GU GO DO et 
SP SRY a 


CC 


GW RNC JO areca ties eccta ce niatedarens 


3945: Totals...:.. 20. 
1944 Totals......... 


Increase............ 
Decrease........... 


First English...... 
St. Mark’s 


Temple 


St. Andrew’s...... 


Congregations, 18 
Congregations, 17 


6409 Benvenue Ave. (Oakland)... 
630 Ferger Ave............00005 
2112 ee IVE! Seispawiaiisede aioe 


55th Ave. and Edgerly St........ 
Barrett and 13th 


COUNTY As of L 

8 

3 

3 

5 

i 
Alameda....... %* | Arthur 
PORNO. Misc es A | Charle 
Bresii0'sy.-.:-:s)-an A | August 
Wreeno's 2/se/cne A | John ¢ 
Alameda....... x | H. Par 
Alameda....... %* | Philip 
Contra Costa...| % | W.E. | 
Sacramento..... * | Paul E 
Sacramento..... % | Robert 
Sacramento ....| x | Paul E 
San Francisco...| % | Robert 
San Francisco...| ¥ | J. Geo 
San Francisco...| 4 | Herma 
San Francisco...| ye | Eldon 
Fresno ce). suet. @® | J.S.H 
Santa Clara..... A | Harold 
San Mateo..... A | E. Dal 
Solano... ices as A | Joseph 
Pastor: 
Pastor! 


ee 
Se 


.| Huntington Park....... 
Inglewood 
Long Beach...........- 
Long Beach ........... 
Los Angeles...........- 
Los Angeles............ 
Los Angeles............ 
Los Angeles............ 
Los Angeles..........-- 


Pasadena.......--++++: 


Riverside.....+++++++.- 
‘San Diegoras des cers s 


1945 Totals......... 
1944 Totals......... 


Increase.........6.- 
Decrease 


Northern Conference. 
Southern Conference. 


1945 Grand Totals... 
1944 Grand Totals... 


Increase..........+- 
Decrease......-+.++ 


Bethany. i... 
First English... 
St. Mark’s........ 


Congregations, 28 
Congregations, 24 


Congregations, 18 
Congregations, 28 


100 N. Doheny Drive........... 
4267 Overland Ave............ 


1733 N. New Hampshire Ave..... 
2721 E. Florence Ave............ 


8010 Eagle St...............0.. 
11031 Camarillo Blvd........... 


TIDE Nord Sting am cee cee 
E, Olive at Myrtle............. 
9th and Walnut................ 
GSU: GE Strat apes crtia aiden «00% 
1320 Second Ave..............+. 
1109 Anacapa St............0055 
958 Lincoln Blvd: - <0 <2 sens: 
TOSINO Osu seer da uteaes accents 


Geographical Loc. of Church Bldg. 


Congregations, 46 
Congregations, 41 


Congregations, 5 


Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles... . 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Los Angeles..... 
Maribop.a...... 
Maricopa....... 
San Bernardino . 
Riverside....... 


San Diego 
Santa Barbara. . 
ie angeles cued 


oe cece ereee 


Pastor: 
Pastor: 


* A fl @ 

11 6 1 Pastors 

14 i 2 1 Pastors 

25 17 2 2 Pastors 

21 16 2 2 Pastors 
4 1 Pastors 


A FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1945 


FINANCIAL 
)PERTY Congregational Expenses CONGREGATIONAL BENEVOLENCE 
UNAPPORTIONED APPORTIONED 
g 
g x z 2 5 5] = 
3 a | 3 alae ls8| 2) 3 #2] 3 3 4 
= 3 Be 8 Z = a (8S 28 lao] ys = BE | 5 as | een 
aS on Oo . 
88 S 5 g S | 2/82 |ad ts2 |-38 S.| ee | 82 | 58 | Sx) 
eS ie ene a a las laa (2a |] Sa a | 44 & | ea | ae | 
45 46) | 47 48 49 51 | 52 | 53 | 54 55 56 57 | 58 | 
wah ee 
31,625 | 9,000 | 6,119 | 5,254 | 11,373 | 50 | 15 335 | 400|  972| 997 | 41,397 | 12,769 
191641 | 4,587 | 4.409 | ‘915 | 5.324] 358| 25| 5|225| 786] 1,399] 912 | 912] 2311] 7,635 
13,300 4,250 | 1,880 | 6,130 | 25 347 | °372| 624] 707] 1079] 7,209 
7,000 1,955 | ‘105 | 2,060 | 37 107 144/ 180| 269] 413 | 2,473 
14,500 7,474 | 1,716 | 9,190 /1010 | 126 | 25 2,949 | 3,210] 942] 1065] 4,275 | 13,465 
12,000 | 1,350 | 2,885 | 1,193 | 4,078 265| '265| 330] 352] ‘617 | 4,695 
24,600 5,833 | 3,239 | 9,072 |1000 879 | 1879] 1044] 1044 | 2,923 | 11,995 
33,478 | 3,000 | 4,693 | 1,883 | 6,576 | 209 | 20 515 | 744] 870} 915 | 1,659 | 8,235 
114,557 10,057 | 4,936 | 14,993 | 619 | 101 35| 1087 | 1,842] 1,597] 1,597] 3,439 | 18,432 
4,000 | 3,500 | 108] 259 | 367 39 39 | 406 
48,000 2,297 | 149 | 2,446 92 92]/ 270] 270] 362] 2,808 
190,000 17,033 | 543 | 17,576 | 30 | 277 | 28 |1147| 1426 | 2,908 | 1,524] 1,524 | 4,432 | 22,008 
32,000 5,028 5,028 | 300 | 20 458 40| ‘818 | 504] 508] 1,326 | 6,354 
12,000 | 2,000 | 1,551] 675 | 2,226 35 35| 288] 288] 323] 2,549 
6,000 | 130} 1,057 | 947} 2004] 30 23 50; 105}; 120] 150] 253 | 2,257 | 
42,000 | 2175 | 4,015 | 1,706 | 5,721 | 102} 75 | 111 | 25 313 | 516] 516 | 829] 6,550 
2,411 2,781 2,781 6 63 69 | 240} 240] 309] 3,090 
15,700 | 13,400 | 2,652 | 187] 2,830| 5| 22| 8 92| 127| 336] 336] 463] 3,302 
622,712 | 39,142 | 84,197 | 25,587 | 109,784 |3775 | 681 | 183 |1913 | $168 | 14,720 | 11,269 | 11,729 | 26,449 | 136,232 
579,926 | 30,159 | 74,311 | 18,597 | 92,908 | 221 | 491 |1927 [2010 | 5388 | 10,037 | 8,659 | 9,044 | 19,081 | 111,989 
42,786 | 8.983 | 9,886 | 6,990 | 16,876 |3555 | 190 2780 | 4,683 | 2,610 | 2,685 | 7,368 | 24,243 
1744 |_ 97 
26,640 6,507 6,507 | 500 | 53 62| 473 | 1088 | . 768) 768) 1,856, 8,363 
11,500 | 9,500 | 3,742 | 200] 3,942 36 144 | 180 84| 253] 432] 4,374 
25,000 6,077 | 4,597 | 10,674 | 205 | 245 | 103 | 60}; 300} 913}  930| 930] 1,843 | 19,517 
2,988 | 1,412] 826 | 2,025 | 2,851] 22 38 60 91} ‘151 | 3,002 
15,000 | | 2,864 | 674 | 3,538 | 50] 15 160 | 225] 408] 445] 670] 4,208 
79,117 | 6,787 | 17,656 | 7,766 | 25,422 | 164 |1534 | 824 | 559 | 1,502] 4,583 | 2,658} 2,758 | 7,341 | 32,763 
85,575 | | 15,167 | 8,473 | 23,640 |1045 | 688 | 118 | 228 | 3999] 6,078] 2,292] 3,625] 9,703 | 33,343 
29,447 | 6,089] 179 | 6,218 | 345 | 328] 10] 90] 408] i181] 1,314] 1,590] 2,771| 8,980 
24,084 | 1,480 | 3,409 | 2,480 | 5,889°} 10 520| 530] 750] 762] 1,292 | 7,181 
18,425 | 15,880 | 2,737 | 998 | 3,735 144] 144 96 | _ 230 374 | 4,109 
70,000 | 5,397 | 2,019 | 7,416 | 100 320 45| 465] 1,266] 1,266] 1,731 | 9,147 
34,500 | 16,000 | 7,007 | 6,060 | 13,068 | 12| 127| 162 | 656} 1,037] 1,994] 342] 456 | 2'450 | 15,518 
17,000 | 1,975 | 3,382 | 1,122 | 4,504 | 323 50 350| 723] 762 |  762| 1,485 | 5,989 
120,500 | 4,900 | 20,577 | 9,722 | 30,299 |1000 |2185 | 200 | 101} 2061 | 5547] 1,764 | 1,764] 7,311 | 37,610 
25,500 3,582 | 164 | 3,746 748 | 748] 624] 674 | 1,422 | 5,168 
30,000 | 2,875 | 1,540] 861 | 2,401 15 50 65| 204} 204] 269} 2,670 
32,000 5,515 | 189 | 5,704 | 100 50 | 89] 1514] 1,753] 1134] 1134] 2,887 | 8,591 
63,554 | 2,207 | 7,394 | 2,671 | 10,065 |1329 | 87 | 193 | 183 | 1230] 3,022 | 1,476 | 1,476 | 4,498 | 14,563 
13,846 | 5,250 | 907 | 4,480 | 5,387 23 23 23 | 5,410 
44,955 | 4,704 | 12,253 | 1,703 | 13,956 | 628 | 100| 48| 146 | 1257] 2179 | 2,610] 2,610 | 4,789 | 18,745 
11,800 | | 3,115 | 2814] 5,929 | 100 150 | 250] 378] 399| ‘649 | 6,578 
24,000 3,754 3,754 139| 139] 324] 324] 463 | 4,217 
18,000 | 4,915 | 4,849 | 5,000 | 9,849 | 100 | 52| 20] 299| 344] 815] 570]  570| 1,385 | 11,234 
32,758 9,722 | 1,108 | 10,830 |1465 | 882 | 67] 10] 524] 2,948] 1912] 2,041 | 4989 | 15,819 
22,000 | 2,800 | 2,054 | 1,595 | 3,649 94 94| 210] 293] 387 | 4,036 
70,000 | 45,000 | 8,805 | 2,531 | 11,336 | 500 748 | 1,248] 1056 | 1,245 | 2,493 | 13,829 
13,500 | 11,500 | 808 | 1,500 | 2,308 25 25 107 | (132 | 2,440 
15,785 4,368 | 130 | 4,498 112] 112] 306] 306] 418) 4,916 
972,474 | 137,255 | 170,054 | 71,061 | 241,115 |7998 |6332 |1860 [2803 | 18,139 | 37,132 | 25,538 | 27,083 | 64,214 | 305,329 | 
754,672 | 92,506 | 136,718 | 61,919 | 198,637 |2311 |5502 |1326 |1731 | 11,926 | 22,796 | 19,024 | 21,665 | 447461 | 243,098 |; 
217,802 | 44,749 | 33,336 | 9,142 | 42,478 [5687 | 830 | 584 |1072 | 6213 | 14,336 | 6,514 | 5,418 | 19,753 | 62,231 | 
= : 
622,712 | 39,142 | 84,197 | 25,587 | 109,784 | 3775] 681 | 183 |1913 | 8,168 | 14,720 | 11,269 | 11,729 | 26,449 | 136,232 
972,474 | 137,265 | 170,054 | 71,061 | 241,115 | 7998/6332 |1860 |2803 | 18,139 | 37,132 | 25,538 | 27,083 | 64/214 | 305,329 
595,186 | 176,307 | 254,251 | 96,648 | 350,899 |11773)7013 |2043 [4716 | 26,307 | 51,852 | 36,807 | 38,812 | 90,664 | 441,563 |: 
384,598 | 122,655 | 211,029 | 80,516 | 291,545 | 2532/5993 13253 |3741 | 17,314 | 32,833 | 27,683 | 30,709 | 63,542 | 355,087 |: 
260,588 | 53,732 | 43,222 | 16,132 | 59,354 | 9241|1020 975 | 8,993 19,019 | 9,124 | 8,103 | 27,121 86,474 | 
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_ FIFTY-FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


WOMEN'S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


of the 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Held in 
FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Oakland, California 


The REV. H. PAUL ROMEIS, Pastor 


JANUARY 28, 29, 30, 31, 1946 


“The Master is come and calleth for Thee’—John 11:28 


SYNODICAL PRESIDENTS 


1892-1946 
*Mrs 26.5. -Bittlle-Myerss 25.4 oe ee ee See AME. 28.2 cae TE eee 1892-1894 
MrsicC We Maggartisei. 2205 ee a ee re ae Oe ee ee eee 1894-1895 
AMirs= Jolin) Everelina ick oa eS ee ee Pe ee eee 1896-1898 
*Mrs: WS. boskinsons Se ee ee 1895-1 BOG a eases 
AM RUM Young. Ait ote een rahe ee 1899-1900 
SMrs ea Willicin: Kelly) 2. Se ot Se De ee ee ee 1900-1903 
a Mts fHisM Leechs in" ts sx Sie ee De sao eT en ee 1912-1913 
MrsDi? Smyder sh oO ee ee ee 1917-1920 
Misi) Fs (Cee tir ec neg ek ee aes Sm Pee a 1920-1922 
MrsswWir Be Grouse rent Se ge ie eee, See 1922-1924 
Mrscthi C'S tatfor cds tet ties eerie eo Rie ee Se eee eee 1924-1927 
MrsiiGa A billemmcrive 2. 1 = Se ee 1908-1909; 1913-1917; 1927-1929 
IN a Sifed ANT cel bo dll sata ea ec eee een Dy eRe ae ea Ss et, 1909-1912; 1929-1931 
Mrsi:].E.- Hoi¢ks = i ee ee O08 ONG Ose aes 
Mrs. E. A. Trabert 1931-1983; 1935-1937 
Mints SER R.Br ey cae ee es Rend ee ee 1937-1940 
Mrsi Ps]. Kreme nn 2 aes eS ee ae ee Oe 1940-1943; 1946 
Mrs ieeP ee Bedsomens toon coe ee eee poeta Ea Die a2: 1943-1946 


*Deceased 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY DIRECTORY 


OFFICERS 
Presidente. 0 a eS Mrs. P. J. Kramer, 5915 Chabolyn Terrace, Oakland 
Vice-President... Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, 3119 W. 6th St., Los Angeles 5 
Decreicr yews sow Joe ae Mrs. R. J. Marshall, 228 N. Almansor, Alhambra 
reasuren Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl, 5924 Contra Costa Rd., Oakland, 11 
DSICHIS ICI etre eee tad a ay a Miss Helen Hjort, 630 Ferger Ave., Fresno 
PAUStORIG ree eS Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach, 16th and Grove Sts., Oakland 
ATC hivisteee nt tein ay nee Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 1041 Leighton Ave., Los Angeles 37 


. 


CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS 


Northern tes.) ees Mrs. E. Dale Click, 643 Twenty-eighth St., San Mateo 
DOUNer rss ere Mrs. MH. Shoreen, 4126 Edenhurst Ave., Los Angeles 26 
\ DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 
Educational— 
PE GUC COT a seer a Mrs. J. P. Torvik, 4510 Barrett Ave., Richmond 
Mec crzinie ss ty a Mrs. Wm. Capel, 1815 Lyon St., San Francisco 
Mission Study_....... Mrs. C. P. Bruhl, 1231 Jefferson Place, San Bernardino 


Special Gifts— 


Boxi Works 2 © oes Mrs. C. N. Alm, 1543 W. 56th St., Los Angeles, 37 
Life and In Memoriam....Mrs. Harry Hahn, 1655 Ben Lomond Dr., Glendale, 2 
Patron and Protege_................ Mrs. H. H. Roloff, 3478 Olive St., San Diego, 4 
Thank Offering........Mrs. Henry Scherer, 2400 W. 23rd St., Los Angeles, 16 
Triennial Special.._™t[rs. Robert Kerstetter, 42291/, Avocado, Los Angeles, 27 
Associate. es ese ..Mrs. Paul Romeis, 711 Arimo Ave., Oakland 
sSynodical, Special... 2 Mrs. L. W. Varblow, 516 Curtis St., Albany 
Associate == Mrs. Fred Steinle, 1220 Viscano Drive, Glendale, if 
Promotional— 
Deaconess....... Sister Adele Dasenbrock, 1135 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 9 
Promotion.................Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., 1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale, 8 
Student-= =e! fas ie eT ak Mrs. C. R. Swanson, 55 Rogers St., Vallejo 
Industrial— 
India Lace............ Mrs. W. F. Steffenhagen, Rt. 1, Box 1064, Phoenix, Arizona 


Children of the Church— 


Secretary. Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 617 N. Martel, Los Angeles, 36 

peCIsSuTe rs ee see NE Mrs. E. N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine St., No. Hollywood 
Publicity— 

Choirm civ sae eee Mrs. J. Benner Weaver, 8457 Byrd Ave., Inglewood 

Associate_........-.... Mrs. Anna Nelson, 18th Ave. near Geary, San Francisco 


6] 


PRESIDENTS—Northern Conference 


Berkeley, St. Michael's (W. of the Church)—Mrs. H. B. O'Brien, 935 Fresno Ave., 
Berkeley 


Fresno, First Lutheran (Friendship Circle)—Mrs. Robert Lich, 710 Weldon, 
Fresno, 4 


Fresno, First Lutheran (Chi Rho Circle)—Margaret E. Vetter, 2047 Thomas Ave., 
Fresno, 3 


Oakland, First Lutheran (W. of the Church)—Mrs. Hilda Hansen, 1540 Welling- 
ton, Oakland 


Oakland, St. John’s (W.M.S.)—Mrs. Eva Polk, 5425 Brookdale Ave., Oakland, 2 


Richmond, Grace Lutheran (W. of the Church)—Mrs. Beulah Smith, 3039 Hum- 
phrey Ave., Richmond 


Sacramento, First English (Bethany)—Mrs. James Weagant, 3728 Bigler Way, 
Sacramento, 17 


Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas)—Ailene Nelson, 1716 40th St., Sacramento 


Sacramento, St. Paul's (Pastor's Aid Society)—Mrs. Paul E. Keck, 2346 Sutter- 
ville Road, R.R. 8, Box 5815 


San Francisco, First English Lutheran (Women’s Guild)—Mrs. Otto Hansen, 132 
Locust St., San Francisco 


San Francisco, St. Mark’s (W.M.S.)—2 sets officers (send correspondence to 
each): 
l. Mrs. A. R. Benze, 701 Chiltern Road, Hillsborough, San Mateo, Calif. 
2. Miss Esther Ostergaard, 87 7th Ave., San Francisco 


San Francisco, St. Matthew's (W.M.S.)—Miss E. Stelling, 2700-A Sutter St., San 
Francisco 


San Jose, Grace (Lydia Woerner)—Mrs. Claus C. Nissen, 955 Minnesota Ave., 
San Jose, 10 


San Jose, Grace (W.M.S.)—Mrs. Blanche L. Combs, 509 E. St. John, San Jose, 12 


San Mateo, St. Andrew's (W. of St. Andrew’s)—Mrs. L. Wesson, 4000 Bayview 
Ave., Sam Mateo 


Vallejo, St. Paul’s (Guild)—Mrs. C. R. Swanson, 55 Rogers St., Vallejo 


PRESIDENTS—Southern Conference 


Alhambra, Grace (W. of the Church)—Mrs. C. E. Long, 135 N. Bradbury Dr., 
San Gabriel 


Altadena, Altadena Lutheran (W. of the Church)—Mrs. George Thompson, 197 
W. Foothill Blvd., Altadena 


Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills Lutheran (Elsa King Frey)—Miss Lois Jacobson, 984 
Palm Ave., W. Hollywood, 46 : 


~ Culver City, Grace (Ladies of Grace Lutheran)—Mrs. Vernon E. Blix, 4175 La- 
Salle, Culver City 


Gardena, St. John’s (W. of the Church)—Mrs. Emil Wickman, 15318 S. Casimir 
Ave., Gardena 


Glendale, First Lutheran (W. Council of Christ. Miss.)—Mrs. F. P. Steinle, 1220 
Viscano Dr., Glendale, 7 


Glendale, First Lutheran (Pi Rho Theta)—Miss Melva Siviers, 504 Canyon Dr., 
Glendale 
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Glendale, First Lutheran (Business & Prof. Women)—Miss Helen Wolfe 427 
Vine St., Glendale, 4 


cae tate Hollywood Lutheran (W. of the Church)—Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 
617 N. Martel, Los Angeles, 36 


Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Florence M. Welty)—Mrs. Kenneth R. Sketch, 
4126 Edenhurst, Los Angeles, 26 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Gospel eo wala C. C. Kornbau, 5900 So. Olive 
St., Los Angeles 


Huntington Park, St, Luke’s (Go Ye)—Miss Lois Bell, 2844 Grand Ave., Hunt 
ington Park ; 


eae Holy Trinity (Dorcas)—Mrs. Robert Marks, 8251 Park Circle, Ingle- 
woo 


Long Beach, Faith (W.M.S.)—Mrs. Alice Patrick, 2960 Canal Ave., Long Beach 


ges ee Trinity (W.M.S.)—Mrs. Frances Woodworth, 739 New York St., Long 
each, 


Los Angeles, Advent (W.M.S.)—Mrs. C. N. Alm, 1543 W. 56th St., Los Angeles, 37 


Los Angeles, Advent (Dorcas)—Mrs. O. H. Kuhlmann, 3830 Aloha St, Los 
Angeles, 27 


Los Angeles, Advent (Y.W.M.S.)—Miss Roberta Krause, 4504 3rd Ave., Los 
Angeles, 43: 


Los Angeles, Bethany (Bethany Ni Cas Hepa Ey Mr Egge ch) lve /7the ste 
Los Angeles, 3 


Los Angeles, Bethany (Cosmo)—Mrs. George Mallory, 407 E. 85th St, Los 
Angeles, 3 


Los Angeles, First English Lutheran (W. of the Church, Day Group)—Mrs. 
Frederick Smith, 4042 Halldale, Los Angeles, 37 


Los Angeles, First English Lutheran (W. of the Church, Evening Group)—Miss 
Martha Mason, 523 S. Rampart, Los Angeles, 5 


Los Angeles, First English Lutheran (W. of the Church, D.R.H. Group)—Miss 
Phyllis R. Tetard, 606 S. Oxford. Ave., Los Angeles, 5 


Los Angeles, St. Mark's Ea Ro goeniay W. E. Lebold, 843 W. 40th Pl., Los 
Angeles, 37 


Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Loving Heart)—Mrs. Ruth H. Domrose, 1135 Exposition 
Blvd., Los Angeles, 7 


- Los Angeles, St. Paul's (W. of the Church)—Mrs. C. A. Blegan, 2814 E. 6th St., 
Los Angeles 


North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s (Mena Spirer)—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 6616 
Irvine Ave., No. Hollywood 


North Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Faith)—Mrs. Mereil Finley, 1054 Spazier St., 
Glendale, 1 


Pasadena, Trinity (W.M.S.)—Mrs. A. J. Spindt, 99 N. Roosevelt Ave., Pasadena, 8 


Phoenix, Faith (W. of the Church)—Mrs. W. F. Steffenhagen, R.R. #1, Box 1064, 
Phoenix 


Phoenix, Grace (John K. Reed)—Mrs. John P. Wood, 2244 N. 13th St., Phoenix 
‘Redlands, First Lutheran (W.M.S.)—Mrs. Wm. Opperman, 457 La Verne St., 
Redlands 
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Riverside, Trinity (W. Miss. Guild)—Mrs. Ned F. Dripps, 6391 Palm Ave., River- 
side 

Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl)—Mrs. Paul A. Newlove, 3391 Locust St., 
Riverside 


San Bernardino, First Lutheran (Minnie L. Sandidge)—Mrs. Luella Bruhl, 1231 
Jefferson Pl., San Bernardino 


> 


San Bernardino, First Lutheran (Emma Louise Alm)—Miss Pauline E. Prinksma, 
367 29th St., San Bernardino 


San Diego, First Lutheran (W. of the Church, Day Group)—Mrs. C. R. Gooding, 
3406 Olive St, San Diego, 4 


Saff Diego, First Lutheran (W. of the Church, Evening Group)—Mrs. Robert R. 
Jones, Jr., 3717 Fairmount Ave., San Diego, 5 


Santa Barbara, Grace (W. of Grace Church)—Mrs. J. H. Jendresen, 821 E. 
Carrillo St., Santa Barbara 


Santa Monica, St. Paul's (Guild & Miss.)—Mrs. W. W. Swoyer, 1825 Maple St., 
Santa Monica 


West Whittier, Salem (W. of the Church)—Mrs. Dorothy Estes, 2102 Dailand 
Drive, Whittier 


Westwood Village, (Missionary Guild)—Mrs. Martha Schock, 1522 So. Bentley 
Ave., Los Angeles, 25 
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MINUTES OF THE 
Fitty-Fourth Annual Convention 


OF THE 


WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
Oakland, California, January 28-30, 1946 


Theme: “NOW IS THE TIME” 


January 28, 1946, 7:45 P.M. 


‘ The sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered at a combined serv- 
ice of the Synod of California and the Women’s Missionary Society. The ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., president of Synod. - 


FIRST SESSION 


Jonuary 29, 1946, 9:30 A.M. 
The fifty-fourth annual convention was opened with singing the hymn 
“Beautiful Saviour.” 


The opening service for the missionary convention was conducted by the 
president, Mrs. James P. Beasom, Jr. 


The hymn “Christ For the World We Sing” was sung. 


Mrs. R. D. Kerstetter conducted the devotions on “Now It is Time—To 
March Forward for Christ in the Church.” 


A solo, “Consider the Lilies,” by Scott, was sung by Mrs. George Hook. 

The Credential Committee reported five officers, eleven department secre- 
taries, seventy-three delegates. 

The president declared the convention open for the transaction of business. 


Presentation of the program was made by Mrs. Maynard Shoreen, chairman 
of the program committee. A motion prevailed that the program, as presented, 
become the order of procedure for the convention. 


The following convention committees were announced: 

President's Repori—Mrs. Albert B. Schweriz, Mrs. W. E. Keil, Mrs. Arthur 
Alm. 

Nominations—Mrs. P. J. Kramer, Mrs. F. Steinle, Mrs. Wm. Capel. 

Resolutions—Mrs. H. H. Roloff, Mrs. A. Knudten, Mrs. W. Varblow. 

Claims—Mrs. Benner Weaver, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. George Thompson. 

Credentials—Mrs. Carlton York Smith, Mrs. Maynard Shoreen. 

Pages—Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach, Mrs. Fred Steinle. 

Convention Pianist—Mrs. James Dalziel. 


A gracious welcome was extended by pastor loci and Mrs. Paul Romeis. 
Mrs. James Dalziel, president of the local “Women of the Church” was intro- 
duced to the convention. 
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The secretary read a letter of greeting from Mrs. Lola Hellerman. 

Mrs. Clarence C. Stoughton of New York was introduced and brought - 
greetings. 

Wives of new pastors in the. Synod were introduced. 

The convention hymn was sung. 

The president's report was read and a motion prevailed that the report be 
referred to the committee on president's report. é 

The treasurer's report with audit was presented by Mrs. W. B. Scheehl. A 
motion prevailed that the report be accepted as audited. ; 

Mrs. Clarence Crouser, vice-president, was presented and spoke briefly. 

The report of the statistician, Mrs. Kenneth Sketch, was read by Mrs. May- 
nard Shoreen. Motion prevailed that the report be accepted as corrected. ; 

The report of the historian was presented by Mrs. Awerkamp. A motion 
prevailed that‘the report be accepted. 

The report of the archivist, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, was read by the secretary. 
Motion prevailed that the report be accepted. 

The president presented delegates from the following new societies: Grace, 
Culver City; Faith, Long Beach; Business and Professional Women, Advent, 
Los Angeles; Young Women’s Missionary Society, Advent, Los Angeles; Mary 
E. Eiler, Sacramento; Faith, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, U.L.C.A. Secretary of Stewardship delivered a 
challenging address entitled “Forward March.” 

The offering of $37.16 was received and consecrated by Dr. Stoughton. 


SECOND SESSION 
January 29, 1946, 1:30 P.M. 


The session was opened with the convention prayer. 

Hymn, “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken,” was sung. 

The devotions, “Now It is Time—To March Forward for Christ in our 
Synod,’ were conducted by Mrs. Frederick Smith. 

A solo, “Spirit of God,” by Neidlinger, was sung by Mrs. Othar Jensen. 

Dr. Albert B. Schwertz was introduced and brought greetings from the 
Synod. 

Minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

Mrs. L. W. Varblow presented the report of Northern Conference. Motion 
prevailed that the report be accepted. 

Southern Conference report was presented by Mrs. Charles Izenour. Motion 
prevailed that the report be accepted. 

The new conference presidents, Mrs. Maynard Shoreen, Southern and Mrs. 
Dale Click, Northern were presented. 

Mrs. Albert Schwertz introduced Dr. Paul Lewis, missionary on furlough 
from Africa, who spoke of his work there. 

Pastor Romeis presented Chaplain Rogers who introduced Major Liu of the 
Chinese Air Force and a fellow Christian. Major Liu brought greetings from 
the Chinese people. 

An address, “Our Social Challenges” was given by Dr. Frederick Smith, 
Executive Secretary of the Southern California Lutheran Welfare Council. 


The offering, $41.71, was received and consecrated by Dr. Smith. 


An impressive candle light Life Membership and In Memoriam shower was 
conducted by Mrs. Harry Hahn. Four In Memoriams and thirty-one Life Mem- 
berships were received. 


The session adjourned with the missionary benediction. 


January 29, 1946, 8:00 P.M. 


The vesper service of Synod was under the auspices of the Women’s 
Missionary Society. 


The liturgist was Dr. Arthur Knudten, Mrs. Maynard Shoreen read, the 


scripture lesson and the speaker, Dr. Oscar Carlson was introduced by Mrs. 
James P. Beasom, Jr: 


5 The offering of $75.00 was received and consecrated to Lutheran World : 
ction. ° 


THIRD SESSION 


January 30, 1946, 9:30 A.M. 


The session was opened with the convention prayer. 

Hymn ‘From Ocean to Ocean’ was sung. 

The devotions, “Now It is Time—To March for Christ in Our Nation,’’ were 
conducted by Mrs. E. Dale Click. 

A solo, “Come Unto Him," by Handel, was sung by Miss Joan Transrud. 

Minutes of the second session were read and approved. 

A motion prevailed that the secretary send a telegram to Mrs. J. E. Hoick 
who is ill and who has served the synodical society so long and so efficiently. 

Dr. Oscar Carlson, U.L.C.A. Director of Evangelism, addressed the conven- 
_tion on “Reaching Out.” 

In the absence of Mrs. Dorothy Waggotte, Mrs. Clarence Crouser directed 
the Synodical Secretaries Hour, incorporating the address of Sister Adele on 
“The Call for Young Women” in the presentation. 

Mrs. P. J. Kramer presented the Synodical Special at which time a check 
for $250 was given to Pastor Spindt for the mission at Santa Barbara. 

The convention hymn was sung. : 

The offering $78.00, was received and consecrated by Mrs. Albert Schwertz. 

The session adjourned with prayer. 


FOURTH SESSION 


January 30, 1946, 1:30 P.M. 


The session was opened with the convention prayer. 
Hymn “Rise Ye Children of Salvation” was sung. 
The devotions, ‘Now It is Time—To March Forward for Christ in the World,” 
were conducted by Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach. 
A solo, “Hear My Cry,’ by Wailer, was sung by Mrs. Bertha Jorgensen. 
A motion prevailed that a card be sent to Mrs. Scheehl who is ill at home. 
An address, ‘Now is the Time,’ was delivered by Dr. James P. Beasom, 
Jr., president of Synod. i 
The report of the claims committee was given by Mrs. J: Benner Weaver. 
Motion prevailed that the claims be allowed. 
Mrs. H. H. Roloff reported for the committee on resolutions. Motion pre- 
vailed that the report be adopted. : 
The report of the nominating committee was presented by Mrs. Capel as 
follows: 
1 Dba svaitec (Ss ater sit 5 Boz ony ae AAS ad hc ad en tbe Mrs. P. J. Kramer 
Vice-President... 


SOCTO LC ytsise op a eee NN et Mrs. Robert J. Marshall 
SDSS CESSUAT: ne ois tae eee ee ae) SA Ns Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl 
SHEE ETC 1 Cure sr ga eee Miss Helen Hjort 
[UNS Goh esl ag eae pare tars Pa, rs sete STIL Ac Sena ay creer Mrs. H. Fi Rohrbach 


Archivist 2-2-2 anne Mrs. J. E. Hoick 


Mrs. James P. Beasom, Jr., recommended for nomination on General Execu- 
tive Board with Mrs. Charles S. Izenour alternate. 

Motion prevailed that the report be accepted. 

Motion prevailed that nominations be closed and the secretary cast the 
unanimous ballot for the officers as nominated. 

Motion prevailed that the recommendation of the nominating committee be 
adopted. 

The president of Southern Conference presented the names of the dele- 
gates and alternate to the general convention nominated by the conference 
as follows: delegates—Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, Mrs. James P. Beasom, Jr.; alter- 
nate—Mrs. Maynard Shoreen. Motion prevailed that these nominations be 
ratified. 

The president of Northern Conference announced that by virtue of her 
office as synodical president, Mrs. P. J. Kramer to be delegate and Mrs. Var- 
blow alternate to the general convention. Motion prevailed that these nomina- 


tions be ratified. 
67 


Mrs. Albert Schwertz presented the report of the committee on president's 
report. Motion prevailed that the recommendations be adopted seriatim. A 
season of prayer followed the adoption of recommendations one and two. 
Motions prevailed to adopt recommendations 3-4-5-6-7-8. Motion prevailed that 
the report be adopted as a whole. ; 

Mrs. Hahn, Life and In Memoriam Secretary, presented the following: re- 
commendations: ; 

1. That this synodical year, each society make its pastor a life member— 

looking forward to a service at our next convention and a presentation 
of all our pastors. x 

2. That each society aim to memorialize those young men and women in 

their own congregation who gave their lives for our country. 

Motion prevailed that these recommendations be adopted. 

Dr. Rinde, Dean of Western Seminary, was presented and brought greet- 
ings. 

: Miss Grace Onstead, missionary candidate to China, was presented and 
spoke briefly. 2 ; 

Mrs. Schwertz made the final presentation of the Triennial Objective with 
the grand total of $4,560.00. 

Hymn, “Take My Life and Let It Be” was sung. 

The new officers were installed by Pastor Paul Romeis. 

Mrs. James P. Beasom, Jr., presented the gavel to Mrs. P. J. Kramer who 
declared the 54th convention of the Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod 
of California adjourned. 


MRS. CHARLES S. IZENOUR, Recording Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


“O Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.’ Thus does the Psalmist 
express his gratitude unto Almighty God, “for His mercy endureth forever.” 
God has been merciful unto us and blessed us. I want to record my gratitude 
for that blessing, as a prefix to my final report. He has permitted me to enjoy 
three of the richest years of my life. He has given me the opportunity to work 
with a forward marching synodical society under His banner. He has made it 
possible for me to serve through days of war to days of peace. How else can 
I express myself except as I acknowledge my indebtedness to Him and thank 
Him for His loving kindnesses. 

During these past two to three years, we have enjoyed the fellowship of 
loyal executive committee members, officers, secretaries, presidents of confer- 
ences and presidents of societies; other officers and members, as well as 
pastors and church workers. In the name of our synodical group, I wish to 
thank each and every one. 

Ours has been a challenging triennium. We have felt the pulse of a new 
heart beat in missions. I have been privileged to be a part of that missionary: 
program. I have met with new congregations, new societies; I have tried to 
help them and encourage them: It has been good to see them take their first 
steps, launch out on their own and then grow up. Some of them are here with 
us at this convention; they will become officially a part of us during these 
esos We must always pray for them and for the new ones about to be 

orn. 

It has been good to travel over the whole territory of synod and to see our 
church in action. From Tucson, Arizona in the east, the ocean on the west, 
north to Sacramento and south to San Diego, up the San Joaquin Valley and 
down the coast highway, we have journeyed, meeting with groups of women, 
missionary societies, pastors, congregations and church people. It is a happy 
experience to see and to report the growth everywhere. The statistician’s re- 
port will give the specific details for our synodical society. The report of synod 
will give those for our church. Let us pray for those who are laboring ‘so 
faithfully in the Lord's vineyard. May each continue to serve under Him that 
this vast unchurched area may be brought to Christ and the resources of our 
great church be harnessed that the light of God's truth might shine in the 
darkened corners of our unhappy globe. 

Our Synodical Special has been gratifying. And the special offerings of 
the conferences for missions have encouraged the synodical missionary pro- 
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gram. We have helped and are helping a number of new congregations. Each 
a been given or promised something or some amount for chairs or a piano, 
etc: 

We must not stop now. People are not stopping to enter our borders. They 
are coming by the thousands. Our cities and towns, our houses and apart- 
ments are crowded. We must and will, with God's help, start more missions. 
They will need our help. I urge it upon you to be ready to supply the needs 
of these when the appeals come. Raise an even greater synodical special this 
year of peace. Make it a peace offering unto the Lord. 

Our Triennial Objective is going over the top. We have almost reached 
our goal at this convention. We will, I am sure, do so before the close of con- 
vention. We will need a new objective for the interim year. Would it not be 
wise and missionary-minded if we would couple our.Synodical Special with 
our Interim Objective, and seek a goal of $3,000 for missions in Synod? 

With our growth of membership ,which approaches 50% during the past 
triennium, we are given another delegate to the triennial convention of our 
national society, which will meet in October, 1946 in Pittsburgh,Pa. We should 
rejoice over this growth. Not because it gives us greater privileges but be- 
cause it gives us greater opportunities for service in the mission fields of our 
church. With our growth, grows our service to God. 

With the change of date for our convention from the spring to January, we 
have lost a quarter of the year for our reports. Our statistics will be given as 
of December 15, 1945, instead of March 15th, as other years. In spite of this, 
we have received more offerings in the past three quarters of the year than 
we received the whole year before. So our report, instead of showing a de- 
crease due to the shortened period, will show an increase. Morever, we will 
receive seven new socisties at this convention, which is greater by two than 
we received at our last convention. We have tried the Lord and He has opened 
the windows of heaven and poured out His blessings upon us. 

As president of your society, I have tried to represent you at many mis- 
sionary, church, student and inter-church gatherings. I have written a number 
of articles on missionary topics. Letters, telephone calls, and visitations have 
-been too numerous to record. With all of that which has been mine to do, I 
have felt that there was still much that should have been and could have 
been done, and there have, no doubt, been many mistakes. For these sins of 
omission and commission, I ask divine forgiveness and for that of the society. 
For such as may have been accomplished through these years, I give all the 
credit to our blessed Lord. 

He leads the way. Let us follow Him through the triennium ahead. 

I am hereby submitting eight recommendations and trust that this conven- 
tion will give them serious thought and consideration. There will be a new 
President this synodical year and I do not wish to plan for her, but only to 
help and to make suggestions through these recommendations. 

That we return thanks unto Almighty God for His goodness. 

That we set aside a few minutes in prayer of thanksgiving for peace 

and for those who are our leaders in world peace programs. 

That every member and every society continue in the forward effort 

to evangelize, to recruit missionary women for our societies. 

That we do our utmost to gather funds for the objectives of our society 

that none of the avenues of our missionary program will suffer through 

our neglect. 

5. That we combine our Synodical Special and our Interim Special in an 

Interim Special Peace Offering of $3,000 unto the Lord for synodical 

missions. 

That we continue our support of Rocky Boy Indian Mission. 

That we give to our young woman at the Baltimore Motherhouse. a love 

- offering of $25.00, from the deaconess fund. And that we encourage 
young women to prepare for the diaconate, as we increase our offerings 
for this purpose. 

8. That in the $10,000,000 appeal for Lutheran World Action our society 
contribute the Tuesday evening offering to this worthy cause. 


Bee ahs 


sy 


Respectfully submitted, 
HELGA OLIVE BEASOM. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER 


March 15, 1946 to Dec. 15th, 1945 
BALANCES ON HAND, MARCH 15, 1945 


Congress«Travyel: Finds: 2 se $ 184.50 
Deaconess eos Ppt s Lite leet urged eNom ed eae CS a tse Paes 
Synodicel Specter 5 ak eee eRe ee ees aoe ; 
eriediced | fey wild erate hal an ae Cette PTE Aired 281.75 $ 868.33 
RECEIPTS 
Associate: Memberships ase Se $ 21.00 
Bible) Women) and Scholarships! 22-2 ee ee 761.00 
| 5 fap, sepa oy lal Rete ell Op scarce Laie P AN ae te UISy Y ERR we 112.23 
Christmas Offering............. 2 oar ae ee Ne Ale os eG OOS 
Congress Travel Fund. 41.00 
Decconess : UNG oo sek Sob ie es er ee 33.65 
Gerken Eiri es ea i nage _ 1,224.19 
Driclics VE cen 5a et ea ler hee ee Eee 486.03. 
Héniten@ ferrin chi ae So a a ee ae eae ee 20.41 
Life Memberships and In-Memoriams._.._...W-- 1,475.00 
“Ehoink-@ Henin casi Pate a es Os ae ee 3,479.11 
Tri-ennial Convention Ex. Fund. 13,70 
Trieennial: Speciqlic is =. tee es eee 2,472.28 
Miscellameous cri il oe Oe Se See hee ewe eerie 45.00 
SyMOdICG! Species sa. ie Was eee meee Bee 1,934.37 
SynodicaliPee.= Ss CSS so ee A ee eae eae 297.30 12,696.30 
$13,564.63 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Miss A. Barbara Wiegand, National Treasurer..............$10,748.98 
Presidentsubxpenses a0 0. tine -t ee iet ens eee ek 20.00 
pecteiaryS- EXPENSES. ace ist en ae) Ee wae Sa 3.75 
lrecsurer Se bxpenses 2 tee Wil ois a setae en Ve 41.18 
Sicitisticiemis *Expenses tees ce = een See ey oe 3.78 
Department Secretaries’ Expenses... 21.59 
Gift to Custodian, Convention Church... 2.90 
Printing’ Programm tons een See eee ree eo een 22.04 
Piano :for:Grace Church), Culver'City 2-2 200.00 
Membership, Baltimore Deaconess Motherhouse........ 100.00 
DLGHOMET vinta i Seve al ay aR yee ee ae et ee ee 11.23 
Wreasiirer’s) Bonds ite wee soe eons ee ea See 5.00 
Book for Midland College Library 5.00 
Piano for Faith Church, Long Beach. 175.00 . 
Guesti Missionary SExpense: = eran 2 en ee 25.00 
Printings Minuteswor Synod. a a. lee gt eee 100.00 
Chairs for Faith Church, Long Beach... 188.34 
Chairs for Whittier Mission=2. 2). So") ee Is 120.02 
Miscellaneous! steer tl hoe age eh ee 2 2.05 $11,795.45 - 
BALANCES DEC. 15th, 1945 
Cangregs, Tremvel Farid. o5 lege SER ye $ 225.50 
Deaconess 1.2) te Rene tak ea cee ALOMAR DL cha cl 72.70 
eynodical Species wt Oy Oe ie Seen biel aye 1,214.04 ; 
Synodidal Fees Weesin rie rly ie Pe ae ee mane 256.93 $ 1,769.17 
$13,564.63 
U. S. Government Bonds owned (cost price)... $ 296.00 


Respectfully submitted, ; 
MABEL B. SCHEEHL, Treasurer. 


D. M. McLEOD, 
H. B. O'BRIEN. 


Audited and found correct, 
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STATISTICIAN’S REPORT 


Societies Active Members Asscciate Members 


Northern Conference............... 18 394 7 
Southern Conference.._........... 43 1061 | 12 
61 1455 19 

Societies Active Members 
Northern Conference Gains..uu 2. -2..2eeeececeeeeeeeeeee None 16 
Southern Conference Gainsi 2 6 59 
6 75 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. KENNETH R. SKETCH, Statistical Secretary. 


REPORT OF HISTORIAN 


As Historian I sent cards to 54 societies asking a few questions as to the 
history of their society in the past year 1945. There were 30 replies. 

48 public meetings were held throughout the year. 

Anniversaries observed. 


IN MEMORY 


Active members who have passed on: 


MRS. ANNA GARBER, Gardena, St. John’s 
MRS. B. L. WESTENBARGER, Glendale, First 
MRS. MARY JENSEN, Glendale, First 
MRS. F. J. KEELER, Glendale, First 
MRS. TESSIE FITZGERALD, San Jose, Grace 
MRS. BESSIE WELLER, Los Angeles, St. Mark's 
MRS. P. O. LIEBERG, Pasadena, Trinity 
MRS. O. ZIEGLER, Long Beach, Trinity _ 
MRS. SOPHIE MAAS, Oakland, St. John’s 
MRS. VIOLET BITTS, Los Angeles, Bethany 

. CYNTHIA ROBERTS, Beverly Hills 

. GERTRUDE COSGROVE; Las Angeles, Bethany 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. O. A. AWERKAMP. 


REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 
The 1945 material for the archives has been saved and will soon be in 


place. We have been happy this past year to assist two churches with data 


and photos for their records. 
The three-year subscription to the magazine, Lutheran Woman's Work, for 
our archives, expires this coming May and should be renewed. The Treasurer 


has taken care of this. 
Respectfully submitted, 
GRACE HOICK. 
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REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


The 36th Annual Convention of the ‘Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Northern Conference of the Synod of California was held on October. 31, and 
November 1, 1945, at Saint Michael's Lutheran Church, Berkeley, Dr. A. C. 
Knudten, pastor. Delegates and visitors joined with the members of the North- 
ern Conference in the Holy Communion Service, Rev. H. Paul Romeis, bringing 
the message. 4 

Highlight of the convention was the Home Mission Shower when each 
society presented gifts totaling $200.00 for chairs for the new mission at Sacra- 
mento. 

The following officers were elected: Mrs. E. Dale Click, president; Mrs. 
Mildred Brown, first vice-president; Mrs. William Capel, second vice-president; 
Mrs. L. K. Thompson, secretary; Mrs. Alma Bowen, treasurer; Miss Helen Hjort, 
historian: 


Respectfully submitted, 
MYRTLE A. VARBLOW. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Southern Conference has ushered in a “New Day in Missions” with a 
marked progress in all departments; notably in new societies organized, of 
which there are six. : 


Two hundred seventy-eight enthusiastic women attended the annual con- 
vention held in St. Matthew's, North Hollywood, at which time three hundred 
dollars was contributed for chairs for the new mission in Whittier. 


. The officers for the ensuing year are: President, Mrs. Maynard Shoreen; 
First Vice-President, Mrs. Virgil Chelson; Second Vice-President, Mrs. Albert 
Schwertz; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Carlton York Smith; Treasurer, Mrs. Frances 
Woodworth; Historian, Mrs. J. E. Hoick. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. CHARLES S. IZENOUR, President. 


EDUCATION 


Sale of literature sold at the Pasadena Convention amounted to $21.72, at 
the Southern Conference $21.75, at the Northern Conference $8.15. 


Total sales for 1945—$51.62. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. WM. IRONSIDE. 


MAGAZINE 


Total subscriptions—1088. 


There are twenty 100% societies. 
: Eight societies report more magazines than members. 


CAROLINE ENDERS YOUNG. 


MISSION STUDY 


_ At the close of this Synodical year (including only three quarters,) twenty- 
eight societies reported on the study of Missions. Eighteen groups studied 
North American Missions and nineteen groups conducted studies on World. 
Missions. Four hundred and seventy-three persons were enrolled in these 
nS and one hundred and forty-seven persons completed the Reading 

ourse. 


MRS. RAY INSLEE. 
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THE LIFE MEMBERSHIP AND “IN MEMORIAM” DEPARTMENT 


1945 

Life Memberships received during» Synodical year.) § 97 
Honorary Life Memberships received during Synodical year... 21 
Total Life Memberships received... piso tans sie ial a beh ee Cone 118 


Life Memberships on Synodical Roll 
Honorary Life Memberships on Synodical, Roll 
Total Life Memberships on Synodical Roll. 
Persons Memorialized during Synodical year 
Total “In Memoriam’ on Synodical Roll 
100% Life Membership Society reported 

otal l00S/s-Lite Membership Societies. 23 a —- 


The total income from this Department for the year 1945 was $1,475.00. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. HARRY W. HAHN. 


PATRON AND PROTEGE 


“God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause His face to shine upon 
us. That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy saving health among all 
nations.’’—Psalm 67:1-2. 

We as missionary women repeat this verse of scripture many times 
throughout the year. May we accept it as a challenge and help to bring His 
saving health to all the nations—witnessing for Christ in all the world by 
enrolling now in the Patron and Protege Department. Accept your share of 
this tremendous obligation, and make known His deeds among the people of 
other lands. 

Due to the fact that Synod is convening early this year, my report includes 
only those amounts contributed in the last three quarters of 1945. 


Bible"Women and Native: Workers... 3. $330.00 
SCMOL CIES HRS eee en cee vac sink en ace Ee era 495.00 
ieee Ae ce Ei PEs Si a: en Bel $825.00 


Three new patrons have been enrolled this year. Women of the Church, 
First Church, Los Angeles, supporting a Bible Woman; and a scholarship given 
by each of the following: Women of the Church, St. John’s, Gardena; and the 
Primary and Beginners Department of the Sunday School, First Church, Glen- 


dale. 
MRS. H. H. ROLOFF. 


THANK OFFERING 


Even though the date of Synod has shortened our year, we have in nine 
months topped last year’s all-time record gift with an offering of $3,479.11, an 
increase of $77.78. 

“Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for His mercy endureth forever.” 

Our faithful missionaries need our gifts and prayers. Let us go forth into 
1946 and consecrate anew our time and money for the furthering of God's 
Kingdom here on earth. 

Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HENRY SCHERER. 


DEACONESS 


In recognition of the 50th anniversary of the Baltimore Deaconess Training 
School the special Deaconess Scholarship Appeal was presented to the Annual 
Convention of the Synodical Missionary Society last April and to the Northern 
Conference last November. The response of the Synodical Society was $100.00 
and the Northern Conference gift was $20.00. 
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The work of the deaconess and the scholarship appeal was also. presented 
to the women’s organizations in the four U.L.C. churches in San Francisco: 
St. Matthew's, Temple, First and St. Mark’s. St. Matthew's, Temple and St. 
Mark's societies made gifts, St. Matthew's $25.00, St. Mark’s $75.00. 

The regular gifts from societies to the Deaconess Department of Synod 
totaled $33.65; $20.00 of which came from the Glendale Society. 

SISTER ADELE DASENBROCK. 


PROMOTION > 


Interest and growth in both the older and new societies is noteworthy. 
Your secretary can report that visits have been made, organization packets 
have been sent as well as follow-up letters. We are proud to report seven new 
societies in the Synod. Our new missions are in the act of organizing mission- 
ary societies. 

A well attended Congress was held in June, the speaker being Mrs. Lydia 
Naugle, speaking on South America. We again plead for interest in our 
younger women. MRS. M. H. SHOREEN. 


STUDENT 


Your student secretary submits the following report: 

Forty-six (46) letters were sent to pastors and Missionary Society presi- 
dents and twenty-five (25) replies were received. 

The following figures compiled from these letters will be of interest: 

16 congregations reported students. 

9 congregations reported no students. 

6 men and 2 women students are attending Lutheran Institutions. 

14 men and 61 women students are attending non-Lutheran Institutions. 
7 young men are preparing for the ministry. 

2 young women are preparing for Christian Service. 

There are undoubtedly a number of young men and women attending 
college, even among the congregations reporting, who were not listed due to 
the fact that many colleges had terms which began in November and Decem- 
ber. Also many of our returning service people are going back to school as 
soon as they are discharged. JEANETTE LARSON. 


INDIA LACE 


I am very pleased to report $486.03 to India Lace Work. The contributions ~ 
have been very gratifying. « 
I thank all co-workers. MRS. HILDA HANSEN. 


SYNODICAL SPECIAL 


The Synodical Special for 1945 contributed by the Societies was $1,934.37. 

For many years $300.00 of this fund has been sent to Rocky Boy Mission 
each year. 

In 1942 the balance of the Synodical Special has been allocated for Home 
Mission work in our California Synod. 

The following allocations have been made: 

9-29-42 Payment on lot for Vallejo Church 

1l- 6-42 Chairs for St. Andrews, San Mateo 

2-28-44 Piano for St. Andrews, San Mateo 

8-44 Chairs for Faith, Long Beach 

44 Chairs for Altadena 


9-1 PARE RHC 
9-22. SS SI Se SR ee 
5-18-45 Piano for. Culver City. 8 8 
eae Piono*tor Faith, Long Beach @ii.3-) Oe oe 

12- 7-45 Chairs for Whittier. - e 


at their Conference Meetings. 


Respectfully submitted, 
NAN S. KRAMER. 
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BOX WORK 


Forty-three of our fifty-four societies reported box work for the year 1945, 


Northern Conference Southern Conference 
14 boxes to N. Am. Missions 51 boxes to N. Am. Missions 
12 boxes to World Missions 44 boxes to World Missions 
Fotalvboxes.sent-to Ns Am, Missions. 2-300 bo 8 a 65 
Totalvboxes sent to. Word: Missions 20> Si 56 
dotal boxes trom Synodical. Society... <0 121 
Cashcontributions: to) Box- Work oo) $112.23 


Réspecifully submitted, 
ESTHER C. ALM. 


TRIENNIAL OBJECTIVE 


Your Triennial Objective chairman submits the following complete report 
with much thankfulness and joy in her heart. It has been a real privilege to 
work with each society because the cooperation and response has been over- 
whelming. I wish to thank leaders in each Synodical society who have done 
much to inspire and lead their members and friends to become acquainted, 
interested and willing to share in this great Triennial Objective of the Women 
of the United Lutheran Church of America. 

In our California Synodical, you as a convention set a goal of $4,000. We 
have surpassed that goal and can report a total of $4,560. Let us praise our 
God for Missionary-minded women who have made such a splendid record ~ 
possible. 

Accept my personal gratefulness; my prayer is that we have just begun 
to accomplish big things for Christ and His Kingdom. 


millvonn rer NViomen for thes Church: - 2% 8 ee es $ 27.00 
licdernc, women of thevGhurch< 3.52 2. eee er ae 7.54 
Berkeley, st. Michcel’s (Louisa Mi) Miller) os 2 ee ey 39.75 
Berkeley stumicheelis--(DOrcas)) ss. so ss) ae se ee eet 20.50 
Beverly: Hills; (Women: of the Church) 225262 32.70 
Beverly rillicw (Misch usin Ganrey ress =o a ger ee nie ng ars oe 9.00 
HECSHOAAErISnGShiy > Circle) ists cn ee ay Oe ad 100.25 
BroOcROMKG ni One ITC] e)terags Had ie hi, US ee a ba es 50.00 
Gordenc = VomensOtthomenurciy) ost ani eee ek ee AN ee ee 40.00 
iSienacle. Wwe» Gouncil ofeChristyMiss jaa a ee ee 579.00 
Glendale, (Pi Rho Theta)... HSS ee ea get a aeseg a ee ee Oe 23.00 
Glendale, (Business and Professional Group) 22-2222. nee eee eee 
Hollywood m Women .O1thesChurch) i. = 222s 2 ee 500.00 
Rolly wood rlorence sMaaicelty)) s=2 = Sat 50.00 
ontaratonmpomk<(Gosmelmsicihht) ee chou sek 1! eae Et ee ie te 54.00 
Plianiiincytommecnis «(Geo eic)) mises at ae eee ers 42.00 
Inglewood, (Dorcess) 2.2. on ee nena anna tc eccnenecncetnnnen 15.00 
-Long Beach, Trinity, (Women’s Missionary. Society)... 100.00 
Los Angeles, Bethany (Bethany Missionary)... 50.00 
MoceAnicelesy Bethcn ya (COSIIOs) te ee ee 5.00 
Los Angeles, First English (Women of the Church). 500.00 
los Angeles, First English (Evening Group)- ef 20.00 
Los Angeles, First English (D. R. H. Society) -_._ Win Drea cede otc, eae, a, 15.69 
Los Angeles, St. Mark's (Women’s Missionary Society) _..-------------------------- 10.00 
PoscAnugeles ot. Mares: (boving Heart) 6. tt 25.00 
Los Angeles, St. Paul’s (Women of the Church)...» —— 
Los Angeles, Advent, (Women’s Missionary Society) isa eee aa STs 125.00 
Month Hollvwoodmdvencmspirer) ocd te ae 45.00 
Moriaatloliv Wooden CECutin) peeee ee rete tA 
Oakland, First, (Queen Esther)__......... 
Oakland, First, (Louisa M. Miller) 
Oakland, St. John’s (Women’s Missionary Society)... 20.50 
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Pasadena, Trinity, (Women's Missionary Society)-...-..------------------------- 46.16 


Phoenix. Grace, (John: Ki Reed) 2. a ee 135.85 
Redlands, First, (Women’s Missionary Society) -.....----.---------teeeeeeeeeeeeeee 27.00 
Richmond, Grace, (Mary Martha, In His Service) ___.22u2.-------ee----seneecneeee ee ny 
15.00 

70.00 

: 65.38 

Sam. Bernardine-Hirst, (Minnie Ly Scndige) = 30.00 
San*Bernardino/* First) \(Emmariouise Allin) ss eee eee z 12.50 
San Diego, First;.(Women\.of ithesGhurch) i) ee ee Pieropy sy 
San Diego, First, (Katherine= Vion, Borah) 22s =. a eee ee 135.00 
San Jose, Grace, (Women’s Missionary Society) = 5.00 
Senujose:. Gracew, (Ly dia® Woermen) =e oe ee es 53.00 
San Francisco, First, (Women’s Missionary Society) 1.00 
San Francisco, St. Mark's (Women’s Missionary Society)... 35.00 
San Francisco, St. Matthew's, (Women’s Missionary Society)................. 20.00 
Sansbroncisce/y Lenn enc cke Ca eels sey een es Se en ie eat oes 1.00 
San). Mateo; St) Andrews-(W. of Si, Andrews) 2. = 17.00 
pante Barbara, Grace; (Women of the; Church) =" 3) es eee 20.00 
Santa Monica, Sty Pals, (Guild) = aoe ee ao ee ee ee 160.00 
Vallejo Stn eer] si: (Geri hl) oto ee er i yet eal Sa eek ce 32.00 
Northern, Conference ce ee Ss eee ae Be ee ee St a ae ee 14.00 
Southern> Conference Congress messes nt fe merge ee ee ree a 95.00 
ConventionOlleringn ] 949-1 94625 Ss eee Ao Sa eee 277.99 
Westwood Vill crc Gio rs ee 28 Se eerie ee eng eee 3.00 
Lo) to 6 Clee Raneeamew at s MRR es Brunson Sua oeten sh nN Aire a EET N Teel i ege eee ne Oe eh a $4,560.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
June - September - December, 1945 


My report given at last Synodical included March, 1945, so please note this 
is for 9 months only. 


Huntingtonerark (Sire bukeiss sae oe eee a $ 9.60 
Hollywood) “Hollywoods ne eee oe ea ete eS 24.00 
North Hollywood St Matthews. =) 2 ee 34.00 
San bermarding, Fins tice ee eee at es See 5.63 
Sans Diego e Firs tue et ks aia ee ee eae en ee 83.74 


Total Receipts 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. EDWARD N. SPIRER. 


COMMITTEE..ON RESOLUTIONS 
To God be all the praise and glory. 


With humble and most grateful hearts we acknowledge that God in His 
great mercy has been very good to us and showered many blessings upon us 
throughout this past year. We feel we have caught a gleam of the power of 
the love of God as manifested in the hearts of the women, prompting them to 
accomplish great things in the advancement of His business here among man- 
kind with greater love, loyalty and gifts, and we pray He will continue to 
bless us and divinely guide us in all our undertakings as we “Wake out of 
sleep, Now is the time.” 


Ever mindful of present and future opportunities to show the love of God 
we submit the following resolutions: 


76 


1. That we express our most sincere and hearty thanks to the Rev. and 
Mrs. H. Paul Romeis and the members of First Lutheran Church for their 
very warm and cordial greetings and gracious hospitality to delegates 
and friends attending the convention. ; 

2. That we thank the pastor, the Rev. G. Emrys Thomas and members of 


Welsh Presbyterian Church of Oakland for permitting us to convene in 
their house of worship. 


3. That we thank our President, Mrs. J. P. Beasom, the Executive Board 
and all department secretaries for their faithful work. 


4. That we express our appreciation to Dr. J. P. Beasom, Dr. Clarence 
Stoughton, Dr. Frederick Smith, Dr. Oscar Carlson, Sister Adele Dasen- 
brock and the Rev. Paul Lewis for their inspiring and challenging ad- 
dresses and sincere greetings extended by Dr. T. D. Rinde, Miss Grace 
Onstead, Chaplain Rogers and Major Liu of China. 

9. That we thank all those who planned and prepared this program, to the 
devotional leaders, soloists, accompanists ond all those who assisted 
to make the sessions at convention so inspiring and helpful, and for 
the impressive manner in which the work of the department secretaries 
was presented. 

6. That with humble and most grateful hearts we give our sincere thanks 
to God for bringing us out of years of war to this hour of peace, know- 
ing that from Him only can come the true and lasting peace, and real- 
izing that His work can only be done by our endeavor, we consecrate 
ourselves to more diligent evangelistic effort because, “Now is the time.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


MR. H. H. ROLOFE, 
MRS. A. C. KNUDTEN, 
MRS. L. W. VARBLOW. 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Your nominating committee wishes o submit the following names as of- 
ficers for the coming year: 


IPresicem tax ake ose oe cto My ee Lt Mrs. P. J. Kramer 
WiceePresicen tease mes fe ae ae SO Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz 
DECK ICinystn ews ee Mrs. Robert J. Marshall 
RE CISIeT seis CORN ee eee Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl 
SSULCULIS GI Corn ao ate ae awl Se RI Ae Oe Miss Helen Hjort 
Historians: 22 = se ihlaes Ga Rete h Sniee ee ete eh BATE Nie Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach 
PANG li ys eee tee tere Ney Pee eu oe ah Mrs. J. E. Hoick 


We recommend Mrs. J. P. Beasom for Synodical Representative on the 
National Board, with Mrs. Chas. S. Izenour as alternate. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. WM. CAPEL. 
MRS. FRED STEINLE. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR OFFICERS OF SOCIETIES 

1. Present the work of the State and National Society at one of the meetings 
during the year. ; 

2. Promote the Children of the Church Program in your congregation. 

3. Organize a study class or reading circle in your society. 

4. Encourage the use of the official magazine Lutheran Woman's Work. Use 
the Quiz. 

5. Plan for a public Thanksgiving Meeting in November. 

6. Observe India Lace Day in May. 

7. Encourage attendance at Mission Institute in your community. 
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8. Observe the Week of Prayer and Self Denial or Day of Prayer. 


9. Support Patron and Protege work (partial payment on scholarships accept- 
able). 

10. Stress Synodical Special—$3,000 is the goal for this year. The Rocky Boy 
Mission will receive $300 for their work; the balance will be used for our 
Home Mission churches in California Synod. 


NAN Ss KRAMER, President. 


WHEN TO SEND FUNDS ~ 
June Quarter 
Generdl rund <as 256 soa ie oe a eee ee eee 10c per member per month 
Congress ‘Travel! Funda es oe ee $1.00 or more per society per year 
India “Lace “Industry Offering: 22. ee ee ee Freewill 
Deaconess Tumdsis 2.25) eee eee ..$1.00 or more per society per year 
September Quarter ; 
General Fund... den eS Pie EN RLS yee Re 10c per member per month 
Synodicahihesisee -. 5 oie ANS eee ee ee eee 25c per member per year 
Synodical, Speciale =) 2s a $1.00 or more per member per year 
BO WOR aa a a ete Freewill 
December Quarter 
Generakrund: cen. De oe Bie Ge 3 5 ee oe eee 10c per member per month 
pe nristmds, AC tering tac ste he ge a et ee ene eee ee Freewill 
Thank Offering. POUR ARCA Nineteen iin ete Me cig, a Se Ne ee Freewill 
March Quarter 
renercuca bain cer ese a onl Nee pete in nee eee seat coes 10c per member per month 
Triennial Convention Expense Fund uu. 10c per member per year 
enter. Onerin gig accra eta rn eS ANC ey i SE ce fee © Rie ee Mc RO pm ms ee Freewill 
Triennial Objective: Specialn eee See ee Freewill 
Any Quarter 
‘SXelsfo} ondsh ati ols /Pu ul MA ipl can dines Oy ke meee eae ANTS PE AN «a See WEL Bible Women 
bife Memberships ssi 8 oe ea Oe ee wt eae geet ae In Memoriams 


The Synodical Treasurer's books are closed on June 15, September 15, 
December 15 and March 15. 


Please send reports to, and make checks payable to the Treasurer, 


MRS. W. B. SCHEEHL 
5924 Contra Costa Road, 
Oakland 11, Calif. 


ley, St. Michael’s 4 
fkeley, St. Michael’s (Dor 1 8 8 } 
i, First Lutheran (Friendship Circle)......------++-++++-: 1 43 43 
, First Lutheran (Chi Rho Circle). ....------- 17 30 4 
nd, First Lutheran (Queen Esther)... -----eeee re reeee 1 a 25 25 3 
and, First Lutherar 1 7 4 iL | 
nd, St. John’s (W 1 2 a 
Pichmond, Grace Women ol 1 8 32 40 
‘cramento, First English Lut 1 17 1 
Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorc 1 10 20 30 | 
Seeramento, St. Paul's (Pasto 1 10 | 13 | 
SanFrancisco, First English Luthe 1 } Oils fee 
San Francisco, St. Mark's (W.M.8 1 95 | 25 
Sen Francisco, St. Matthew's (W.M.5.). : 1 14 | 14 
lose, Grace (Lydia Woerner)........--------+++- 1 3 16 | 19 1} 
nijose, Grace (W.M.S.).......-.---+--.--- : : 1 1 204 | 2k 2T 
San Mateo, St. Andrew's (Women of St. rew's 2, op aes, ha 37 22 | 29 3+ 
Vallejo, St. Paul’s (St. Paul‘s Lutheran Guild)......-...---++++- ee 5 Di | S26 | 
Siials Northern Conference. .....-..--- +--+ +--+ 250s rer rret Bye 1 62 32 | 304 | St 7 (8+) 


Eeterkeley-(St. Michael’s-Louisa Miller and Dorcas)—Oakland-(1st Luthern, Queen Esther Louisa M. Miller Societies are 


ateJMembers Not Counted In Grand Total in P: tron and Protegé Column Denotes Partial Payment 
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mibra, Grace (Grace Missionary)...-....--.+---+-+++++0+° host oe ha (Vet 1* 
dena, Lutheran (Women of the Church, )..........-+++++-- 1 | 21 21 
prly Hills, Lutheran (Women of the Church)......-.--.---- Pe Vie ee ae Q* 
tly Hills, Lutheran (Elsa King Frey). .... <2 a! | oa29 1* 
er City, Grace (Ladies of Grace Lutheran Bsearail We pas Ly arf ces an 
a, St. John’s (Women of the Church)......-. iM} | 19 19 
, First Lutheran (W. Council of Chiristewliss)os-eo2-- =| Aj | | 103 | 103 
First Lutheran (Pi Rho Theta)........-..-----+-++:: iC I 12>} egy: 
le. First Lutheran (Business and Professional Women). ... 1 a | | 25 25 
good, Lutheran (Women of the eeiNiat teem fs aie went =" 1 coed 64 65 
good, Lutheran (Florence M. Welty).......-----+++++++> iy | ieee: 16 27 
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ington Park, St. Luke’s (Go Ye).......-----+---+eeeeee 2: oe ae Pb: “| 92-18 1 hes 
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s Advent Lutheran (Dorcas) New Society. .....-. 1 2 10 12 
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ngeles, Bethany (Miss. Society).......-.------+++++++0+> 1 10 10 
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eles, First English Lutheran (Women of Church, Day Gr.) 1 70 70 
e ish Lutheran (Women of Church Eve. Gr.) 1 28 28 
Church, D.R.H. Gr.) 14 14 14 
ee a ae ee 1 27 27 
1 4 14 18 
i Si og 1 10 10 
1 18 18 1% 
BS ON chasis Ste! e(3h0 1 24 24 1*—1 
1 36 36 3 
1 15 15 
y Ee cao tleicciaee ew aaisie sees 1 35 35 
First English ee eee 1 23 23 4 
e, Trinity (W. Miss. A a ae eee eer 1 12 12 
e, Trinity (Nona M. UE Ss ences weg 1 10 4 14 
dino, First English Lutheran (Minnie L. Sandidge).. . 1 1 26 27 ae 
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0, First Lutheran (Women of the Church Day Group)... 1 37 37 aks 
v0, First Lutheran(Women of the Church, Eve. Group)... 1 3 19 22 
farbara, Grace (Women of the Church)...........------ 1 1 14 15 
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food Village, (West. Village Luth. Miss. Guild)........... 1 9 10 
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A ae ee 37 
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Fresno, First (Friendship Circle). . 
Fresno, First (Chi Rho Circle). .... 
Gardena, St. Johns (Women of Chu 
Glendale, First (Wom. Council of C 
Glendale, First (Phi Rho Theta’s) . 
Glendale, First (Business and Profes 
Hollywood (Women of the Church) 
Hollywood (Florence M. Welty)... 
Huntington Park, St. Lukes (Gospe 
Huntington Park, St. Lukes (Go Ye 
Inglewood, Holy Trinity (Dorcas) . 
Long Beach, Trinity 

Los Angeles, Bethany (First) 

Los Angeles, Bethany (Cosmos)... 
Los Angeles, First (Women of Chu 
Los Angeles, First (Women of Chur 
Los Angeles, First (D.R.H.)....-.. 
Los Angeles, St. Marks (First)... . 
Los Angeles, St. Marks (Loving He 
Los Angeles, St. Paul’s (Women of 
Los Angeles, Advent, 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s (1 
North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s ( 
Oakland, First (Queen Esther).... 
Oakland, First (Louisa Miller). ... 
Oakland, St. John’s. 

Pasadena, Trinity...........++ 
Phoenix, Grace (John K. Reed). . 
Redlandsi-Pirst.). americas. « 
Richmond, Grace (W n of Chur 
Riverside, Trinity (Mission Guild) 
Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Dieh 
Sacramento, First (Bethany) 
Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas).. 
Sacramento, St. John’s (Mary H. I 
San Bernardino, (Minnie Sandidge 
San Bernardino, First (Emma Lo 
San Diego, First (Women of the C 
San Diego, First (Women of Chur 
San Francisco, First 

San Francisco, St. Matthew’s.... 
San Francisco, St. Mark’s (Missio 
San Francisco, Temple 

San Jose, Grace (Grace) 

San Jose, Grace (Lydia Woerner). 
San Mateo, St. Andrew’s (Women 
Santa Barbara, Grace : 
Santa Monica, St. Paul’s (Miss. 
Vallejo, St. Paul’s (Lutheran Guil 
W vood Village Church 
Congress of Southern Conference. 
Northern Conference 

Southern Conference... 

Synodical Offerings 


ANOWWWUS) pe egaemaemoehec 


to be erected soon among ‘the Beautit z 2 
pe ; Verdugo Hills of 
coe Crescenta, California 


- Gifts and Donations May be Sent to 


the Treasurer of ere a 
- Evangelical Lutheran Sean of California 
— 8924 Contra Costa Road 
Oakland a California 
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To Meet Your Every Need 


The United Lutheran Publication House a opened 
| oa Los Angeles Branch to care for ak 


your church supply needs 


}| @ Religious Books. 
| @ Church School Supplies 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR 


IBFeS iden tas cate Ma ws We Behe Tc The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., M.A., D.D. 
1650 Capistrano Avenue, Glendale 8, California 
Bertie Mice-Eresig@iis. on 8 oe ee The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
659 16th Street, Oakland 12, California 
mecond Wice-Presidentes. 6.0 hg A The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 
3119 W. Sixth Since Los Angeles 5, California 
SO SICUG ge ats cc VE a aed el eos aie Yn The Rev. Paul W. Wolpert 
4135 - 14th Avenue, Sacramento, California 
Fire Cis Unc waar Wace avn ad Peet hy Lent ea ila the EAE bo . Carl A. Bell 
2844 Grand Avenue, Huntington Park, ies 
SiciistiGicmeseatn © she edt: 5A Tou wh wee ee mS The Rev. Henry Scherer, M.A. 
1329 So. Alvarado Street, Los Angeles 6, California 
PARC iG teen Meee SET tcl eb ew TN watt ashe The Rev. Edward J. Hoick, D.D. 


1041 Leighton Ave., Los Angeles 37, California 


TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Albert 
B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Mr. Carl A. Bell 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Albert ; 
B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Mr Carl A Bell 
Mr. F. C. Noel, Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl 
THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 
1947-48—The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, Mr. L. S. Johnston 
1948-49__The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, Mr. F. J. Bowman 
THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
1947—The Rev. Arthur D. Knudten, Ph.D., The Rev. H. C. Lindsay 
1948—The Rev Carl V. Tambert, The Rev. Charles A. Miley 
1949—The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. (Convenor), The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 
THE FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 
1947The Rev. Edward N. Spirer — 1948—The Rev. Dwight Miley (Chairman) 
1949—The Rev. Titus Scholl 
THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


1947—The Rev. Arthur Alm, The Rev. Lester D. Keasey 
1948—The Rev. Frederick K. Smith, Th.D., The Rev. Henry I. Kohler, D.D. 
1949—The Rev. Clifford B. Holand (Chairman), The Rev. Louis Mertz 

E. J. Mattson, S.T.D. 


THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The Rev. Arthur Alm (Chairman) The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
The Rev. Robert J. Marshall, The Rev. Milus Bonker, The Rev. David Robison 


THE PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 


The Rev. Orval Awerkamp, Secretary : 
The Rev. Earl Johnson and.The Rev. Franklin Swanson, Asst. Secretaries 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISERS 


The Northern Conference—The Rev. Harold Lorimer 
The Southern Conference—The Rev. Clarence Crouser 


NECROLOGIST 
The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, DD. 
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THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 


Mr. P. O. Narveson, (Chairman); Mr. Charles Hushaw 
Mr. Howard A. Wiseman, Mr. Francis Jensen, The Rev. Fred Bartelt 


THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 
The Rev. Charles Smith (Chairman), The Rev. John B. Nield, Ph. D. 
The Rev. Willis Forsyth 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINUTES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. George Spindt (Chairman), The Rev. Paul Keck 
The Rev. August Claus 
THE COMMITTEE ON REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 
The Rev. L. A. Failing (Chairman), The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman 
The Rev. Donald F. Wagner, The Rev. Ted Youngquist 
THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Rev. Carl V. Tambert (Chairman), The Rev. Philip Bergstresser 
The Rev. Eldon Miller, Mr. F. J. Bowman, The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION 
The Rev. Frederick K. Smith, Th.D. (Chairman), The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz 
The Rev. A. J. Soldan, D.D., The Rev. Glen O. Balsley 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 
The Rev. Henry Scherer (Chairman), The Rev. John C. Bitter 
The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter, Ph.D., The Rev. Arthur Hormann, Ph.D. 
THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., Commissioner 
The Rev. L. A. Failing, Asst. Commissioner 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 
The Northern Conference—The Rev. Herman Lucas 
The Southern Conference—The Rev. Guy L. Hudson 
THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
The Rev. Don Endter (Chairman), The Rev. Robert J. Marshall 
The Rev. George N. Thompson, The Rev. E. Dale Click 
THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz (Chairman), The Rev: H. Edward Hamme 
The Rev. Elwood Schwenk 
THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 
The Rev. Ross Hidy (Chairman) 
The Rev. A. J. Soldan, D.D., The Rev. Don Endter 
The Rev. Titus Scholl, The Rev. Harold Lorimer, The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman 
The Rev. Lloyd Jacobson 
THE COMMITTEE ON CAMPS 
The Rev. J. Benner Weaver (Chairman), The Rev. Arthur Alm 
The Rev. Paul Keck, The Rev. F. W. Heinecken, The Rev. Charles Smith 
The Rev. Quentin Garman, The Rev. Charles A. Miley, The Rev. Ross Hidy 
The Rev. Gerald Strickler 
THE CHAPLAIN 
The Rev. Ted Youngquist 


THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


The Rev. F. W. Heinecken (Chairman), The Rev. J. S. Herold, D.D. 
The Rev. E. Dale Click 


ADVISER TO THE WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 
OF THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 


Mrs. Charles S. Izenour 
THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH—Same as 1946 
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MINUTES 


of the 


Fifty-sixth Annual Convention 
of the 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 


of California 


FIRST SESSION 


Hollywood, California, January 27, 1947, (8:00 P.M.) 

The fifty-sixth annual convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 

California opened with the confessional service, followed by the administration 

of the Holy Communion, Liturgists: the Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, the Rev. Robert 

D. Kerstetter; Administrants: the Rev. H. Paul Romeis and the Rev. A. B. 

Schwertz; Homolist: the Rev. James P. Beasom. Special music was furnished by 
the choir of Hollywood Lutheran Church, Hollywood. 


The Communion Service was followed by a reception for all delegates, 
with the women of the Hollywood Church as hostesses. 


SECOND SESSION 


Hollywood, California, January 28, 1947, (9:00 A.M.) 
The Rev. Charles A. Miley, Chaplain, presented the opening devotions on the 
theme, “The Worth of the Human Soul.” 

The fifty-sixth annual convention was formally opened by President Beasom, 
using the prescribed Order. 

The Committee on Reference and Counsel presented the official printed 
program for the meeting of Synod and moved its adoption, with the recommen- 
dation that the luncheon for Christian Education be advanced from Wednesday 
to Tuesday noon. The motion was seconded and carried. 

New members of Synod were introduced as follows: the Rev. H. Edward 
Hamme, Honolulu Lutheran Church; the Rev. David Robison, Salem United 
Ev. Lutheran Church, Whittier, California; the Rev. Dwight Miley, First English 
Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California; the Rev. Glen O. Balsley, St. 
Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, Vallejo, California; the Rev. Fred Bartelt, St. James 
Ey. Lutheran Church, Richmond, California; the Rev. Willis Forsyth, organizing 
a new mission in El] Monte, California; the Rev. Quentin P. Garman, organizing 
a new mission in San Diego, California; the Rev. Louis Mertz, organizing a new 
mission in Long Beach, California; the Rev. Edward J. Mattson, D.D., Institu- 
tional Chaplain of the Lutheran Welfare Council of Northern California; the 
Rev. Gerald B. Strickler, Asst. Pastor, St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church, North 
Hollywood, California; the Rev. Theodore A. Youngquist, St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Sacramento, California; the Rev. Lloyd Jacobsen, Lutheran Student 
Pastor at the University of California in Berkeley; the Rev. Elwood Schwenk, 
Chaplain at the Veteran's Administration Hospital, Oakland, California. 

The following guests were presented to the Convention: The Rev. Armin G. 
Weng, Ph.D., President of the Illinois Synod and official representative of the 
U.L.C.A.; the Rev. Charles Puls, D.D., Pastor of Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church, Madison, Wisconsin and official representative of Midland College; 
Captain Luther F. Gerhart, U.S.N., Chaplain at the Naval Training Center, San 
Diego, California; the Rev. M. Scherf of San Francisco, California; the Rev. Paul 
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Gerberding, Board Missionary; the Rev. Luther G. Weibel, Retired; the Rev. 
C. N. Swihart, D.D., Retired; Mr. Howard Logan, President of the Luther League 
of America. 


The following committees were appointed for the Convention: 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
President's Report 
The Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Chairman; The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D., 
The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Mr. John Nelson 


Claims : 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, Chairman; The Rev. George Spindt, Mr. William B. 
Scheelh, Mr. Carl A. Bell 


Letters and Papers d 
The Rev. H. Edward Hamme, Chairman; The Rev. Eldon R. Miller, Mr. 
David Lingle 


Tellers 
The Rev. Paul H. Keck, Chairman, The Rev. Louis Mertz, The Rev. George 
N. Thompson, Mr. Sidney Swanson, Mr. Frantz Jensen 


Convention Reporter to the Lutheran 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 


Chairman of the Laymen’s Meetings 
Mr. Robert Inslee 


Excuses 


The Rev. Clarence Crouser, Chairman; The Rev. Milus Bonker, The Rev. 
E. A. Trabert, D.D., Mr. A. G. Pape 


Assistant to the Secretary of Synod 
The Rev. E. Dale Click, Jean Rubrecht 


The President of Synod presented the following report: 
THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


“Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen.” 


“... but God gave the increase.” 


The Harvest: No matter what else may be said or written of the life and 
work of Synod during the year 1946, it shall always be known as a year of 
Increase. We have all felt the expanding influence of our labors. The Lord has 
brought us a splendid harvest. It has been a period of expanding frontiers; our 
borders stretch across the vast Pacific to the garden islands of the ocean and 
eastward to the valleys of the sun. God has been good to us and blessed us. 


A Prayer of Thanksgiving: O Lord God, Heavenly Father, we give Thee 
thanks that of Thy great goodness and mercy, Thou hast called us by Thy 
Spirit into Thy Holy service and hast poured out upon us Thy abundant bless- 
ing, filling our cup and bringing a glorious harvest of souls for Thy Church; and 
we beseech Thee by Thy Spirit to keep us ever mindful of Thy presence that 
we may continue to labor in Thy vineyard, thankfully and helpfully; through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


While it shall be incumbent upon us to be ever grateful unto the Lord for 
His gifts, we are mindful that He has given to us His servants, as co-laborers, 
through whom He builds His Church. Among these are those who have gone 
before us, planting the seed. Some of these, our fellow pastors, are still with us, 
active in His service, yet retired from a regular pastorate; others have fallen 
asleep. They planted the seed, even as it is given unto: us to plant for those 


who shall follow after us. To all of these, we are bound by ties of Christian 
thanksgiving. 


10 


Even as there were and are those who have planted and are planting the 
seed, there are those whom God has given unto us to water; faithful pastors, 
consecrated laymen, devout parish workers, talented musicians, officers, coun- 
cilmen, teachers, workers, men, women, missionaries, Luther Leaguers and 
children. To all we give thanks, and for all we pray. 


The Committees of Synod: The work of the Church must be done both within 
the parish and beyond the parish, and yet all is so inextricably bound together 
that it would be difficult to know where one ends and the other begins. For this 
wider activity, there are a number of committees and officers that serve the 
Church. Their individual reports will be found in this volume, but their efforts 
must be counted in terms of many hours and days and weeks, which cannot be 
reduced to writing. For all who have served, we would like te express the 
appreciation of a grateful Synod. 


I am sure that it will not be thought ill-advised if I single out one to whom 
special recognition should be given. I refer to our efficient treasurer, who has 
served the Synod for about thirteen years, Mr. William B. Scheehl. During his 
tenure of office, he has seen the work grow from a few thousand dollars 
annually to several hundred thousand dollars annually. And all of these funds 
have had to pass through his hands to the proper agencies. During this time, he 
has been faithful, sincere, cooperative and helpful. Synod will always owe him a 
tremendous debt of gratitude. Because of the press of his personal business, it 
has become necessary for him to relinquish his office. We are sorry he must 
sever these ties in this official office, but we know that he will continue to be 
active in the work of the Church. For Synod, as well as for the Church at large, 
we wish to express the appreciation of the whole Church. 


The President's Office: At the direction of Synod in its last Convention, an 
office for the president of Synod was established at 3119 West Sixth Street, Los 
Angeles 5, California, in one of the spacious rooms of the First English Lutheran ~ 
Church of Los Angeles. The Synod is grateful to this loyal congregation which 
made the space available for Synod without cost. All that has been paid to the 
congregation has amounted to twenty-five dollars per month for utilities and 
janitor service. 


At the time that the office of the president was established, Mrs. Jeanne 
Rubrecht was employed on half-time as a private secretary to the president of 
Synod. She has served ably and faithfully during these many months, giving 
practically full-time on the halftime salary. Much of the efficiency of the office 
and a great deal of the credit for the Synod’s expanding program can be traced 
to her service, for this work could not have been done had it not been for the 
work that she has done in relieving the president of Synod of many clerical 
duties and responsibilities. To her we express our appreciation. 


Your president has now completed his second year in office on a full-time 
basis. He is aware of his many mistakes and failures, and he prays that the 
Lord and His Church may forgive him. He is, likewise, aware of the powerful 
way God has been able to use him. He marvels at it and often wonders why. 
But since the Lord seems to continue to be with him and to show him more and 
more fields of service, he humbly obeys and seeks to serve in faith. 


One will find in the reports of Synod, the material advance of the Church. 
It is difficult to report on the spiritual advance. We sincerely believe that there 
has been and continues to exist among us a great company of the invisible 
Church. We have felt a deepening of faith within congregations; a readiness tc 
share the material blessings that they might be miraculously transformed into 
spiritual ones for Christ; an enlisting of an ever-increasing number for full-time 
and part-time work in the kingdom; a larger vision of the larger work of the 
Church; a consciousness of the real presence of Jesus, and in many other ways 
too numerous to mention. We pray that we may all walk together in the WAY 
with Him. | 

In carrying out the duties of the office, your president has been required to 
be away from his home more than two-thirds of the time traveling many thou- 
sands of miles (over 30,000 miles by car, over 20,000 miles by train, over 10,000 
miles by plane, over 4,000 miles by boat.) It would be difficult to count the 
number of letters written, reports made, conferences held, sermons preached, 
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addresses given, etc. It is much better that it is so. God knows, and that is all 
that matters. 


The Conferences: Synod, at present, is divided into two conferences: Nor- 
thern and Southern. Each has a president upon whom the president of Synod 
depends greatly. The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, the First Vice-President of Synod and 
President of Northern Conference, has had to carry a heavier load due to the 
location of the president's office in the Los Angeles area. Since the office of the 
president of Synod is located in the church plant of the First English Lutheran 
Church of Los Angeles, of which the Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., is the pastor, 
and also president of the Southern Conference, the president of Synod fre- 
quently leans upon him for assistance and advice. Both Pastors Romeis and 
Schwertz have served well and deserve the commendation of Synod. 


Because of the tremendous volume of business transacted by Synod, the 
secretary of Synod, the Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, has been required to give many 
hours to his office. Legal papers alone have consumed a great deal of time. 
Your president would like to express to him his appreciation for this faithful 
cooperation. 


To all other Board members, officers and workers, who, likewise, have 
served Synod so well during the past year, a grateful appreciation is expressed. 


Hawaii: In cooperation with the Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., the president 
of the United Lutheran Church in America, and other officers of the Church, your 
president had had the privilege of welcoming into our fellowship two congrega- 
tions in the Hawaiian Islands. These two churches have had a glorious history 
and have contributed much to the spiritual, cultural and material development 
of the Islands. They have had almost a hundred years of independent develop- 
ment. They now give up that status to unite their efforts with ours for a larger 
work both in the Islands and throughout the world. A special word of appre- 
ciation must be expressed for the efforts toward this union, of the Rev. Arthur 
Hormann, Ph.D., who has cared for these two churches for over forty years. The 
two congregations to be received formally at this convention are: 


The Lutheran Church of Honolulu, the Rev. H. Edward Hamme, pastor 
The Lutheran Church of Lihue, the Rev. Arthur Hormann, Ph.D., pastor. 


We appreciate this opportunity that is ours in working with these our 
brothers and sisters in the faith across the seas. May the Lord lead us into a 
closer fellowship in His service. 


New Congregations: As you will note in the report of the Home Mission 
Committee, there are four newly organized congregations seeking admittance 
to Synod at this convention. Their existence is due to the faithfulness of their 
missionary pastors and their faithful people, as well as through the helpfulness 
of the Board of American Missions. These congregations are recommended to 
you for your acceptance: 


1. The Salem United Ev. Lutheran Church, of Whittier, California, The Rev. 
Paul Gerberding, organizer; the Rev. David Robison, pastor; (March 6, 1946) 

2, The Luther Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church, of Burbank, California, The Rev. 
L, A. Failing, organizer and pastor; (Sept. 22, 1946) 


3. The St. James Ev. Lutheran Church, of Richmond, California, The Rev. Fred 
Bartelt, organizer and pastor; (Dec. 1, 1946) 


4, The St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea Ev. Lutheran Church, of San Digeo, California, The 
Rev. Earl Johnson, organizer and pastor, (Dec. 8, 1946) 


It is a privilege always to receive congregations into the membership of 
Synod and to extend the hand of fellowship. It is our special joy to welcome 
these congregations and pastors into our ranks. May the Lord bless our walk 
together. 

Our Field: The Church marches on. Five other fields are already occupied 
by faithful pastors and missionaries; Loyola Village, Los Angeles, California, 
the Rev. Franklin A. Swanson; Lakewood City, Long Beach, California, the Rev. 
Louis Mertz; Pacific Beach, San Diego, California, the Rev. Quentin Garman; 


El Monte, California; the Rev. Willis Forsyth; and Pomona, California, the Rev. 
Paul Gerberding. 
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Besides these five, a large number of other fields have been surveyed or 
are in preparation for survey in California, Arizona, Nevada and the Hawaiian 
pends: It is anticipated that a number of these will be occupied in the near 
uture. 


The Organizations: There are three organized auxiliaries recognized by 
Synod: The Women’s Missionary Society, the Brotherhood and The Luther 
League. Each is doing a magnificent service in our Synod. Synod has already 
received from the Synodical Women’s Missionary Society over $3,000 for mis- 
sions on our territory, and this society has raised this year an additional $3,000 
or more for this purpose. 


Two well organized district Luther Leagues exist within Synod and a third 
is in the process of formation. The former two exist in Northern and Southern 
California, and the latter is being organized in Arizona. Besides these, plans 
are under way for the development of a synodical Luther League. A first such 
convention was held over last Labor Day week-end at the St. Paul's Ev. Luth- 
eran Church, of Fresno, California. 


Synod was highly honored at the convention of the Luther League of 
America when Mr. Howard Logan, a member of the First Ev. Lutheran Church 
of Glendale, California, was elected its international president. Mr. Logan 
is a returned veteran who has been active in the youth work of the Church 
both in the east and ihe west, as well as while in the Army. We pledge to Mr. 
Logan and the Luther League of America our prayers and our loyal support. 


With the close of the war, a renewed emphasis has been given to the Bro- 
therhood work of our congregations and of Synod. Outstanding among these 
many activities is the formation of the Southern Conference Brotherhood, under 
the presidency of Mr. F. J. Bowman, a member of the Home Missions Committee 
of Synod. Three dinner meetings have been held this past year: at First English 
Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, at Advent Ev. Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, and 
at the Los Angeles Breakfast Club. At this latter session Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, 
President of the Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary, spoke to over four 
hundred men. 


Our Chaplains: Of the seven pastors of Synod who enlisted as chaplains 
in the armed services, three have returned to active pastorates: Chaplain 
Clarence Crouser is now the pastor of the St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church of Los 
Angeles, California; Chaplain Franklin A. Swanson is organizing a congrega- 
tion in Los Angeles, California; and Chaplain Henry W. Opperman is now the 
‘pastor of a congregation in Toronto, Canada. Three other chaplains have 
enlisted in the regular Army or Navy: Chaplain (Comdr.) D. Edward Wright, 
Chaplain (Lt. Comdr.) Lawrence Vosseler and Chaplain (Major) Erwin T. May. 
The seventh, Chaplain Delmar L. Dyreson, was discharged with honors from the 
Army and called as Associate Director of the General Comm. on Army & Navy 
Chaplains in Washington, D. C., to edit The Link, a serviceman’s Christian 
magazine. The Synod is justly proud of all of these men, and expressed to each 
her appreciation. 


Even though our congregations are gradually getting back to normal peace 
time life, there are many young men from our churches still in service, and 
others who are going from time to time. We are mindful of all of these and wish 
to go with them in every service which we may render. To the many returned 
service men in our churches, we express our thanks for a grand job well done. 
We invite each to assist us through the Church to win the battle now for Christ. 
We encourage each to take an active part. 


We shall ask the chaplain of this convention to hold a fitting memorial 
service of Synod for all of those of our congregations who lost their lives while 
serving in the armed forces of World War II, and we shall ask him to offer a 
prayer untd Almighty God for those who are now in Veteran's hospitals or at 
home, disabled due to the war. 


Our Students: A list of those who are our students for the gospel ministry 
will be found in the report of the Committee on Ministerial Education. In spite 
of the tremendously fine job that this committee has done and the large number 
of young men and women who have offered themselves for full-time service in 
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the Church, we are in desperate need for more pastors, deaconesses, parish 
workers and missionaries. Every congregation must feel the sense of responsi- 
bility in this urgent appeal. The Lord is calling for the young men and women 
of the Church. Let Him speak through us to them. 


Our Institutions of Learning: The Midland College campaign must be com- 
pleted. Your representatives on the Board of Trustees have guaranteed the full 
payments of the quota for Synod. We are still short about seven thousand dol- 
lars. Upon this amount Synod will pay interest until it reaches her goal. Those 
congregations that have not completed the campaign should make provision to 
do so in and through the regular budget of the congregation. 


We are fortunate to have as the representative of Midland College at our 
convention, the president of the Alumni Association of the College, the Rev. 
Chorles Puls, D.D., the pastor of Luther Memorial Lutheran Church, Madison, 
Wisconsin. Let us listen to his message and heed his requests. 


The future of Western Lutheran Theological Seminary will come before this 
convention for a serious decision. Your president urges thoughtful action on the 
part of all delegates. 


The California Lutheran Home: During the past year, considerable time has 
been given to the purchase, the raising of funds, the financing, the organization 
of the California Lutheran Home for the Aged. In another place in this volume, 
a complete report of this will be given. This culminates years of prayers and 
efforts. It is our one institution now on the territory of Synod; it deserves our 
first efforts. Your president wishes to commend all who have assisted or contri- 
buted to the making of the Home possible. 


The U.L.C.A.: We believe in the larger Church with its world-wide program 
and fellowship. Our faith in Christ constrains us to fulfill at least the minimum 
goal set by the Church in Convention to carry out the New Testament injunc- 
tions, and if it is at all possible it should be our aim to go the second mile. Each 
congregation should strive to do this in 1947; since 1948, the thirtieth anniver- 
sary of the U.L.C.A., is the year in which we are to be given the appeal of the 
ee ae double the benevolence apportionment. Pray, inform and work toward 
this end. 


To all of our congregations and all of our pastors who have done so splen- 
didly during 1946 in the apportionment appeals of the Church, your president 
expresses the gratitude of the whole Church. Likewise, he wishes to thank all 
our U.L.C.A. visitors who have contributed so much to the life and work of our 
Synod, which both directly and indirectly affected our apportionment receipts. 


The National Lutheran Council: The Lutheran World Action appeal for 
$10,000,000 over a two-year period is still before the Church. It should be com- 
pleted by Easter of 1947. Most of the congregations of Synod have reached their 
two-year quota, and many of them have exceeded it. Synod, as a whole, has 
just about reached its 100% for the two-year period. We hope that it can be 
announced as such by the time the convention is in session. Those congrega- 
tions that have reached their quota, are urged to place the appeal before 
their congregations once more before Lent, and all of the congregations are 
requested to make the annual appeal in May. 


There are many activities of the National Lutheran Council on our territory; 
the service centers, Lutheran welfare councils, student work, regional home 
mission committees and the housing ministry. Many of the men and women who 
are serving in these activities are members of our Synod. To these and all 
others, as well as to the National Lutheran Council, we express our gratitude. 
Wherever possible, both pastors and congregations are encouraged to lend 
support to these efforts of our united church. 


Salaries: The unsettled economic conditions have worked a hardship upon 
our pastors and church workers. Many of the congregations of Synod have 
recognized the difficulty and have made provision for the rise in salary and 
expense cllowances. Some of these are inadequate and some are far from the 
minimum of need. It is difficult to determine the exact percentage of increase 
but the Board of American Missions has set a precedent of 15%. This per- 
centage of increase is being given for the next six months on all salaries paid 
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missionaries by the Board. After six months, the Board will restudy the needs. 
Congregations are encouraged to follow a similar procedure. 


Pensions for Pastors and Church Workers: If it is at all possible, every active 
pastor and church worker of Synod should be covered by the Contributory 
Pension Plan of the U.L.C.A. before November 1, 1947. Those failing to enter by 
that date will lose certain contributions now being made by the Church. 
Congregations should study the program and make provision for their service 
personnel at once. 


Publication House: It is anticipated that the Los Angeles branch of the 
United Lutheran Publication House will be in operation about the first of Febru- 
ary. Afer this date, all orders from the Publication House should be sent through 
the Los Angeles store. Pastors, Church workers, Church school teachers, congre- 
gations and other religious groups should encourage the purchase of all reli- 
gious supplies through the same outlet. The address of the store is 3103 West 
Sixth Street, Los Angeles 5, California. The store manager will be Mr. Howard 
L. Logan. 


Program of Advance: 
1. That Synod adopt the three R program: 

a. Recruit: That the period from February 1, 1947 until Easter be set aside 
to recruit the unchurched through personal lay evangelism, with a goal 
of a 10% increase for the year 1947. 

b. Retain: That the period between Easter and Pentecost be set aside for a 
program of orientation of all within the congregation, especially those 
who have united within the past year, with the life of the congregation 
and the Church at large. 

c. Reclaim: That the period beginning September 1, 1947 until World Com- 
munion Sunday be set aside to bridge the gap between our communing - 
and our confirmed membership, with the goal of 10% gain in percentage 
of communing over confirmed. 

2. That Synod make a united financial appeal during the period between 

World Communion Sunday and the beginning of Advent. 

3. That Synod make a special appeal during 1947 to underwrite the indebted- 
ness on the Home for the Aged. 
4. That Synod continue its support of the Home Missions Program. 


5. That Synod empower the Executive Committee to approve a Synodical 
Luther League, if and when organized. 
The Status of Congregations: This portion of the report has been printed in 
the Golden State Lutheran. 
Official Acts and Statistics: 


1, RESIGNATIONS: 


March 10, 1946, The Rev. Robert Hooker, The First English Lutheran 
Church, San Francisco, California. 

July 1, 1946, The Rev. Carl Miller, The First English Lutheran Church, 
Redlands, California. 

July 15, 1946, The Rev. Paul Keck, St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Sacramento, California. 

November 1, 1946, The Rev. Joseph Peterson, St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Vallejo, California. 


2. CALLS ACCEPTED: 


March 1, 1946, The Rev. Donald Wagner, Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Long Beach, California. 

May 1, 1946, The Rev. Gerald Strickler, Asst. Pastor, St. Matthews Ev. 
Lutheran Church, North Hollywood, California. 

July 1, 1946, The Rev. Clarence Crouser, St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, 


Los Angeles, California. : 
September 1, 1946, The Rev. Paul Keck, First English Lutheran Church, 


Redlands, California. 
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November 1, 1946, The Rev. Theodore Youngquist, St. Paul’s Ev. 
Lutheran Church, Sacramento, California. 

November 1, 1946, The Rev. Titus Scholl, Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Tucson, Arizona. 

December 30, 1946, The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz, Grace Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Culver City, California. 


3. CALLS ACCEPTED AS BOARD MISSIONARIES: 


The Rev. Dwight Miley, First English Lutheran Church, San Francisco, 
California. 

The Rev. Glen O. Balsley, St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Vallejo 
California. 

The Rev. L. A. Failing, Luther Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church, Burbank, 
California. 

The Rev. David Robison, Salem United Ev. Lutheran Church, Whittier, 
California. 

The Rev. Fred Bartelt, St. James Ev. Lutheran Church, Richmond, 
California. 

The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, New Mission, Los Angeles, California. 

The Rev. Willis Forsyth, New Mission, El Monte, California. 

The Rev. Quentin Garman, New Mission, San Diego, California. 

The Rev. Louis Mertz, New Mission, Long Beach, California. 


4. INSTALLATIONS: 


January 6, 1946, The Rev. Charles A. Miley, First Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Fresno, California. 


February 3, 1946, The Rev. Eldon R. Miller, Temple Ev. Lutheran Church, 
San Francisco, California. 


February 3, 1946, The Rev. Milus Bonker, Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Richmond, California. 


February 10, 1946, The Rev. Lester D. Keasey, Asst. Pastor, Trinity Ev. 
Lutheran Church, Pasadena, California. 


March 17, 1946, The Rev. Donald Wagner, Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Long Beach, California. 


May 5, 1946, The Rev. George Spindt, Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Santa 
Barbara, California. 


June 30, 1946, The Rev. Gerald B. Strickler, Asst. Pastor, St. Matthew's 
Ev. Lutheran Church, North Hollywood, California. 


July 7, 1946, The Rev. Donald Endter, Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Phoenix, Arizona. 


September 15, 1946, The Rev. Clarence Crouser, St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Los Angeles, California. 


December 1, 1946, The Rev. Theodore A. Youngquist, St. Paul's Ev. 
Lutheran Church, Sacramento, California, 


5. ORDINATIONS: 


June 23, 1946, The Rev. Theodore A. Youngquist, at First Ev. English 
Lutheran Church, Glendale, California. 


6. ORGANIZATION OF CONGREGATIONS: 


March 6, 1946, The Salem United Ev. Lutheran Church, Whittier, Cali- 
fornia, the Rev. Paul Gerberding, Organizer. 


September 22, 1946, The Luther Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church, Burbank, 
California, the Rev. L. A. Failing, Organizer. 


December 1, 1946, St. James Ev. Lutheran Church, Richmond, California, 
the Rev. Fred Bartelt, Organizer. 


December 8, 1946, St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea Ev.” Lutheran Church, San 
Diego, California, the Rev. Earl Johnson, Organizer. 


7. ORGANIZED CONGREGATIONS: 
The Lutheran Church of Honolulu, Honolulu, T. H. 
The Lutheran Church of Lihue, Lihue, T. H. 
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8. DEDICATIONS: 


February 17, 1946, Parsonage, First Ev. Lutheran Church, San Bernar- 
dino, California. 
March 17, 1946, Parish Hall, Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Long Beach, 


California. 

March 31, 1946, Parsonage, Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Richmond, 
California. 

May 5, 1946, Re-dedication, Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara, 
California. 


September 22, 1946, Pipe Organ, Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, California. 
ghee ad 3, 1946, Westwood Village Ev. Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, 
alifornia. 


9. CORNERSTONE LAYING SERVICES: 


February 10, 1946, Westwood Village Ev. Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, 
California. 


December 8, 1946, Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Culver City, California. 

The awful reality of the tremendous responsibility that is ours as the Lord’s 
Church on this vast and vital territory, weighs heavily upon the heart of your 
president. He is conscious of his and Synod’s inability to measure up to that 
which should be done, but he is aware that all of us are failing because we 
are not in faith accepting all of the promises of our blessed Saviour. Let us as 
a Synod rededicate ourselves to a more earnest search for the souls of ihe lost 
and. the primacy of the kingdom of God. Let us knock at more and more doors 
of the homes that are within our parishes, that in so doing we may be knocking 
at the door of heaven. Let us ask for more and more from those whom God has 
given into our care, that through them the Lord may give us the means with 
which to build His Church. Let us pray for one another and for those of the 
household of faith everywhere. Let us drink deeply of the fountain of His love 
that we may live in that love, in understanding, forgiveness and creative activi- 
ty in His vineyard. Let us read faithfully His Word that we may always live in 
the presence of His being that He might shine through us as good vessels for 
His service. Let us be known as preachers of that WORD, that lives might be 
changed and a new society, rich, peaceful, happy, faithful and helpful might 
come into being. Let us be a SYNOD, not in name only, but in deed and in 
truth, walking in the WAY with HIM, now and always. Amen. 


Humbly and respectfully submitted, 
JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, President. 


The Report was referred to the Committee on the Pesident’s Report. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
OF CALIFORNIA 
January 1, 1946 to December 31, 1946 


Receipts Disbursements 
BALANCES, January 1, 1946 
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Synodical Treasury .......---------.----- $ 4,288.59 
President's Office fund......... he 2,565.36 
Calif. Home Mission fund...__..,..... 3,664.83 
President's Special Mission fund.. 338.00 
$10,856.78 $ 10,856.78 
APPORTIONMENT RECEIPTS: 
United Lutheran Church..............--.. $21,233.00 $ 21,233.00 
MidlendeColleges-s: = a 6,755.99 1799.99 
Midland College Gifts... 4,960.70 - 4,960.70 
Synodical Treasury. 9,651.34 
President's Office fund... 7,238.51 
Calif. Home Missions fund............ 3,377.98 
Total apportionment receipts........ $ 48,256.82 
OTHER RECEIPTS: J rn 

Lutheran World Action... $ 50,440.44 $ 50,440.44 V 
Roreignas Missions: 2a. = == eee 613.44 613.44 
Home. Missions === == ae Ae 531.87 531.87 
Social: Missionss= a" sie) Oa = 397.75 397.75 
American Bible Society-............. 142.16 142.16 
Children of the Church... 95.34 95.34 
Youth Worker, Se ere 1,188.54 we 
President's salary... a et ears 4,800.00 
President's pension.._.......-..----- 192.00%> 99 
Special allow. for Pres. for 1945. 500.00 ¥ 
President's expense allowance... 1,800.00 / g. 
Special travel allowances... = 82.00 402.00 “~ — 
Equipping President's office... 462.47-4 
Supplies etc., President's office. 381.56 
Salary, Pres.’s secy. (8 months). 600.00“ 
For utilities, ete for Si 

President's office (8 mos.)-._. 200.00 
Other officers’ salaries... ae 450.00. 
Exec. Comm. (meetings) exp... 422.90 
Home Mission exp. (meetings). 275,.46~ 
Other Committees’ expenses....... 146.26/ 
Postage and stationery... 179.534 
Telephone and telegrams.._...... 75.49 ~/ 
Publ. Golden State Lutheran 501.04-y 
Convention travel expense... 1,177.91 
Other convention expense... ua 79.024, 
Printing Minutes of Synod... 603.45”, of 
Per-diem allow. ULCA delegates. 700.00/ 
Ministerial education - 1,150.00,/ q 
Travel allowances ps 

for Ministerial education........ 692.84 692.8 
University Student work... Se 675.00 675.00“ 
Calif. Lutheran Camp 

(fees, insurance, etc.)........... 90.00% 
National Park Churches... 125.00 / 
Miscellaneous expense items... 70.43 . 
Loan, Deposit for Home for Aged 1,000.00 1,000.00 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER, EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
OF CALIFORNIA 


Loan, Home for Aged, 


to complete payment... 
Receipts & disbursements, ‘ ee 

Home for Aged, New account 61,209.00 58,840.05. 
Transferred from Synod Treasury ; 

to Home for Aged acct... 1,500.00 
Transferred from Synod Treasury 

to Home Mission acct.......... 1,500.00. —~ 
Receipts & disbursements, ¢ 

Old Home Mission acct... 1,100.00 “ 3,828.74 
Apportionment receipts to 

Home Missions acct... oe 3,049.40 ~~ 
Old Home Missions acct. bal. 

tansferred to new acct... 1,602.67 4 
Miscellaneous receipts -...... 54.35 ~ 
Special loans to / 

Home Missions acct..............- 4,000.00 , - 4,000.00 


$186.297.03 $177.540.53 
Balances December 31, 1946 


Synodical Treasury ............_...$ 5,199.01 
Youth Worker, reserve............ 1,188.54 
HomenorAged= eh 2,368.95 
$ 8,756.50 $ 8,756.50 


$186.297.03 $186,297.03 
Note—President’s Office fund now merged with Synodical treasury. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HOME MISSIONS FUND FOR YEAR 1946 


Receipts Disbursements 
Balances, Jan. Ist, 1946 


Requicr ycecoumti. <0 eee ee $ 3,664.83 
Special President's fund............ 338.00 

$ 4,002.83 

Apportionment Receipts -.._-.-..-- 3,427.31 
Funds borrowed for property purchases... 122,085.05 115,964.23 
iijerest pcid«.on, loans! 2) 5 ee 1,151.26 

Rental receipts from parsonages.......... 2,545.00 

Escrow settlements ......... Ane a ree 291.28 

_Transferred fom Synod Treasury.____- 1,500.00 

Special gifts received..__._______._.. 510.00 
Loans and deposits on properties... 2,025.00 9,266.60 

DGDOSITRTe UT eG are ee eS, 100.00 

B.A.M. contribution to 

Temple Church project........___-____ 250.00 

Miscellaneous receipts -__...____-____ 106.34 
Payments to B.A.M. on loans....__.....-.----- 1,331.38 
Gifts and grants... es ... oo 

Repairs and remode ing. “eat Sia ks 

pol for places of Worship... ae Ne 480.00 1,270.00 
Taxes on Mission properties. 412.76 
Insurance paid on Mission properties... 194.00 
SUrY CYS) Meee ae 3 567.94 
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Special locns = eaaen ee eee 542.36 
Mission: Canp = eee 
Miscellaneous. 2 eee 
Borrowed from Synodical Treasury......-....--- 4,000.00 


Balance on hand December 31, 1946........ 
$141,865.17 


HOME FOR AGED FUND FOR YEAR 1946 


$ 24,441.11 
122.05 
187.50 


Balance in savings account Jan. 1, 1946_. 
Interest earned on savings..-.......-------- 
Interestcon -U.00., Bonds. =) =n 
Escrow settlement, 

La Crescenta property...--.-.-------------- 16.02 


Proceeds, U. S. Bond redemption........ 9,862.00 
Borrowed from Synodical treasury; 
old accounte=— =. ee 296.62 
La Crescenta property purchased... 
Gifts from individuals & organizations 5,809.00 
Fonds* borrowed... 5. ee ee 50,500.00 
Payments on Jebbia property............- 
Escrow fees, insurance, etc.; 
Jébbiac property. = ee 
Taxes, La Crescenta property........-.. 
Part payment received on sale 
of La Crescenta property... 5,000.00 
Interest: on, bankvlogni22 =... ee 
$ 96,234.30 
Balance, December 31, 1946___.... 
$ 96,234.30 


642.36 
152.00 
144.29 
4,000.00 


$136,477.79 


5,387.38 


$141,865.17 


10,025.30 


8,500.00 
75,000.00 


265.31 
54.67 
20.07 


$ 93,865.35 
2,368.95 


$ 96,234.30 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT ON FINANCIAL CONDITION OF SYNOD 


December 31, 1946 


Gash in Synodical Treasury: == $ 5,199.01 

Youth =Worker- reserve... = 1,188.54 

Home“for’ Aged fund. 2,368.95 
Total cash on hand, general fund...... 8,756.50 
Cash in Home Missions account...._..- 5,387.38 
Home for Aged, Jebbia property at cost... 75,000.00 

Balance due on sale of 

her Grescentcn Property se ees 5,000.00 
Notes receivable, General fund... 2,000.00 
Notes and loans, Home Mission account.. 4,100.00 
Loan due Home for Aged, Old account... 296.62 
; $100,540.50 

Less debt on Jebbia property... $42,000.00 

Less loan due from old account, H. for A... 296.62 
$ 42,296.62 
Boliince ee ee ee $ 58,243.88 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. B. SCHEEL, Treasurer 
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The Report of the Auditors was presented by Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl: 
REPORT OF THE AUDITORS 


Oakland, California, January 24, 1947 
We have examined the books and accounts of W. B. Scheehl, Treasurer of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California and find them correct and in order 
and the balances of $8756.50 in the general accounts and $5,387.38 in the Home 
aeons account to be in accord with the balances shown by the bank state- 
ments. 
The Auditing Committee, 


MR. DONALD M. McLEOD 
MR. HARRY B. O'BRIEN 
The Report was adopted. 
The Report of the Treasurer was presented by Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl: 


The Rev. Henry Scherer presented the following report: 
STATE OF THE CHURCH 


The State of the Church, as the statistical reports manifest, is one of con- 
tinued and accelerated growth and activity. 

There has been a constant gain in communicant membership. For three 
successive years our Synod has shown the largest percentage of communicant 
gain in the United Lutheran Church in America. We are likely to continue to 
hold that record for the fourth year, 1946. With a national goal of 10% increase 
in communing members each year, our gain was 19.86%. 

Of last years’ 46 congregations, 29 made a gain of 10% or better in com- 
municants. (* indicates that the communicant gain equals or exceeds the con-- 
firmed growth): 

*Alhambra, *Altadena, *Berkeley, *Culver City, *Gardena, *Glendale, 
Hollywood, *Inglewood, Long Beach-Faith, Long Beach Trinity, *Los Angeles 
Advent, Los Angeles First English, Los Angeles St. Mark's, Los Angeles St. 
Paul's, North Hollywood, Phoenix Faith, *Richmond Grace, *Riverside, *Sacra- 
mento First English, Sacramento St. John’s, *Sacramento St. Paul's, San Ber- 
nardino, San Francisco, St. Mark’s, San Francisco, Temple, *Sanger, *San Jose, 
*Santa Barbara, Santa Monica, Tucson. Besides these, four congregations had 
a communing growth equal to the confirmed growth: Fresno, St. Paul’s, Hunt- 
ington Park, San Diego, First and San Francisco, First English. 

It has been another Alice in Wonderland year (one must run hard just to 
stay even), with 18 congregations that gained in communing membership 
dropping lower in rank in Synod. 

Only four churches remained among the ten largest in communicant gains. 
Only four remained in the ten largest confirmed gains. Only three remained in 
the ten largest baptized gains. 

A phenomenal growth is recorded in all giving. For the third consecutive 
year all congregations paid 100% or more benevolence. Property value, 
including the Home for the Aged, crowds the two and one-half million dollar 
mark. 

Healthy increases are recorded for the Sunday School, all auxiliary groups 
and catechumens. Do you know of any city of 23,243 souls where only 7 children 
died last year? How thankful we can be that so large a baptized membership, 
only 7 child deaths were recorded in 1946. 

Evangelism is on the upswing. Not only are we winning our members, but 
we are holding them. Synod as a whole is growing almost as fast in com- 
muning as in confirmed membership. Were it not for some pastors who have 
two sets of figures, one in which they tell the size of their congregations, and 
one on which they pay apportionment, we would almost equal confirmed 
growth with communing gains. It takes three costly things to keep gaining as 
many communicants as confirmands: diligent pastoral care, accurate records 
and honest reporting. Because so many are paying the price, our Synod is 
growing in numbers and spiritual power as God has never blessed her before. 
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It is interesting to hear the president of Synod comment that 1946 benevo- 
lent receipts include almost $10,000 from the new congregations received since 
1942. Good evangelism and good financing tie together, from congregation to 
Synod. And our pastors without parsonages now number but 21; last year there 
were 27. Thirty-one (31) pastors now live in a church parsonage, over as _ 
against 19 a year ago. 

Eighteen congregations grew into the next higher hundred in communing 
membership: 

Glendale, skipping from 600 to 800; 

- Hollywood, moving from 600 to 700; ‘ 
Los Angeles, First English, and Sacramento, St. John’s—500; 
Alhambra, Long Beach, Trinity, North Hollywood, Richmond, Grace, and 

Santa Monica, attaining 300; 
Berkeley (back again), Los Angeles, Advent, San Bernardino—200; 
Altadena, Gardena, Honolulu, Phoenix, Faith, Riverside, Santa Barbara 
and Tucson—100. 


In the Confirmed bracket: 


Hollywood reaches 1000; Phoenix, Grace, 750; 
Long Beach, Trinity, Pasadena, Santa Monica pass 500. 


~ 


In Baptized figures: 
North Hollywood and Santa Monica attain 750; 
Oakland, First reaches 500. 


God is working in our midst, and we give Him all the praise for what has 
been achieved in our beloved Synod this past year. May we all be better 
stewards of God's grace in this next year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Committee on the State of the Church 
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Number of Confirmed 


Year Members not Communing Members not Communing 
1946 5,974 34.09 
1945 §,373 37.50 
1944 5,067 39.65 
1943 4,445 40.31 
1942 4,212 41.83 
194] 4,159 42.55 


The percentage improves—but the gap grows wider. Let's start closing the 


gap in 1947. 


COMMUNICANT MEMBERSHIP IN CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


Churches with membership of: 
Year 100-199 200-299 300 and up 


1892 4 0 
1896 6 
1901 2 
1906 Z 
1911 2 
1916 8 
192] 9 
1926 12 
12 
14 
13 
13 


Oo; dN 


1931 
1936 
194] 
1946 


On fWOrr +) 
POR RFORP D! |: 


—y 


Largest 

Congregation 
San Francisco, First Eng. 260 
Los Angeles, First Eng. 190 
San Francisco, First Eng. 237 
San Francisco, First Eng. 182 
Los Angeles, First Eng. 369 
San Francisco, St. Mark's 549 
San Francisco, St. Mark's 1327 
Fresno, St. Paul’s 346 
Hollywood 315 
Hollywood 368 
Hollywood 507 
Glendale 802 


PERCENTAGE OF CONFIRMED MEMBERS REPORTED AS COMMUNING 


1. Sacramento, St. Paul’s........ 91.11% 27. Oakland, First 
2. Los Angeles, St. Paul’s._...87.50 28 SVialleos = 
3. San Diego, St. Peter’s.......... 86.30 ZU ETESHO™ irs be eee ee 
42SanterBarbarcee = 84.75 o0.aSemy Jose. wea ae eee 
SG eAliadencte c= =e ee 82.89 ol. SPasddend ss ae 
6. Richmond, Grace__...__.___ 82.08 B20 HollvwOOG! =. anne 
Je RIVeTSide see ee ee OO e 38: "CGulver= City... mre 
Swinglewoode = eae 80.50 SASL ihe. ee ee eres 4 
9 = PhoeniteROlths es 80.00 35. Long Beach, Trinity. 61.58 
NOS Whittier. eee 79.45 S6.g0amtce, Moni ccs= eee 60.50 
11. Sacramento, St. John’s... 78.47 37. Los Angeles, First English..59.81 
12 Goardencin ee 77.70 38. San Francisco, St. 
iseGlendcles 22 = 77.64 Mdithew's: eae 59.46 
14. Los Angeles, Advent... 77.33 39. Los Angeles, St. Mark’s....59.38 
15. Sacramento, First English..76.54 40. North Hollywood_.._.........58.88 
16. Phoenix, Grace....................76.21 41. San Francisco, St. Mark’s..58.25 
l7.eBurboankis = 2s See ee 75.44 42. San Diego, First. 58.18 
18:-Redlands=" <= e k=. es 74.38 43... Westwood (3-05 ere 55.65 
1S Sane Mateo se ee 74.22 44 aFonolulines oe. 54.01 
ZO BL UCSONi een 72.13 45. San Francisco, Temple......53.85 
21. Oakland, St. John’s..__..___71.43 46.-San - Bernardino, == 253) 
ZEPBELEOLE Yoo eee ee ee 71.38 47. San Francisco, lst English. Cae 
23; Beverly Hills... = .69197 48. Richmond, St. James_______.50.71 
24. Huntington Park..........69.77 49. Los Angeles, Bethany-.....38.57 
25. Alhambra -.... = eesaigs 50: Fresno; St Paulis. =.= = 32/81 
26. Long Beach, Faith. 69.52 ol. Sanger -.... = BABY hs: 
52. Fresno, Wartburg... ee ee _-20.33 
Average for:Synod.. 0. ee Se ee eng On 


The Report was adopted. 
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Percentage of Confirmed 


— 


The Report of the Statistician was presented by The Rev. Henry Scherer: 
REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


As I return to you the office with which you have entrusted me the past 
year, I wish to commend all our pastors and people, and to record my thanks 
to God for the wonderful working of His grace in our midst. So far as figures 
are record of the workings of God in the hearts of men, the year 1946 is the 
greatest year in our Synod. 


Some of the increases over 1945 are: 


Bapiized ailembers= see 68s on ie 2455 or 11.81% 
Contemedeusem berses- 24 oe 1986 or 13.83%, 
Communing members... ms 1/8005 1 9'8675 
(Only two U.L.C.A. Seod. Ganed. 3 more ether ‘1785 members in 1945) 
Sundays school scholars. = 1113 
Catechumicris : = erie tie 0s ro evar 9 337 
Members of Men's Societies_...-.--_---------- e 214 
Members of Women’s Societies... 280 
Members of Mixed Groups........-----W--.--.---- 397 
Members of Youth Societies... ee 374 
TODCTEY: sv ING marae eee ee oe $593, 588 
Indebtedness grew only-.—_--.---..--------~--- . 140,096 
Congregational expenditures -_-..------- 96,348 
A Dporionmen tac ees ee St) 300 
Unapportioned benevolence -.......-------------- 42,583 
Total expenditures sok Ae) sheets 2 Ae 2 caer 148,487 


May God give us grateful hearts and bless us in the leading of diligent 
lives, to our Redeemer’s praise. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY SCHERER, Statistician 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


GROWTH 
: : Rank in Apportmt. Rank in 
zen Sire oe Percent ULCA PB aid ULCA 
1946 10,775 1785 19.86 19? 48,257 
1945 8,990 1277 16.53 19 38,812 15 
1944 eile 1131 17.03 20 30,709 15 
1943 6,582 iZo 12.38 21 23,408 18 
1942 5,857 242. 4.32 22 17,500 19 
194] 5,615 363 6.93 22 14,389 19 
1940 5202 87 1.68 22 13,562 19 
1939 5,165 466 9.91 21 11,489 19 
1938 4,699 434 10.17 ae. 10,237 19 
1937 4,265 97 2.33 25 10,332 23 
1936 4,168 —33 —.79 25 8,940 23 
1935 4201 214 5.62 25 8,437 23 
1934 3,987 179 4.96 25 8,229 22 
1933 3,808 18 AT 25 7 A456 24 
1932 3,790 —-159 —4.03 25 8,502 23 
1931 3,949 —347 —8.79 25 13,084 21 
1930 4,296 42 .99 25 13,690 21 
CALIFORNIA SYNOD 
; Total Rank in 
Year oe ACA Sania eee Expenditures ULCA 
1946 52 17? 6480 $2,188,774 $590,050 10? 
1945 46 18 5367 1,595,186 441,561 13 
1944 4) 19 4983 1,334,598 355,087 13 
1943 38 21 4407 1,231,039 276,332 16 
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1942 38 21 4025 1,177,773 235,987 16 


194] 38 21 4613 LIE UZ fap ae 195,575 17 
1940 36 2] 4515 1,189,627 176,438 Le, 
1939 36 20 4545 1,145,131 167,374 17 
1938 36 19 4359 1,531,904 174,431 16 
1937 36 22 4168 1,444,452 161,290 19 
1936 37 22 4065 1,475,833 281,809 13 
1935 36 22 4186 1,622,595 = 136,334 20 
1934 36 22 4327 1,789,250 143,474 18 
- 1933 36 23 4185 1,530,425 134,435 19 
1932 36 23 4079 1,608,032 146,154 21 
1931 38 24 4013 1,681,505 201,220 UG, 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


COMMUNING MEMBERSHIP | 
December 31, 1946 | 


ieeGlendale w=. Green aoe 802... -320 |“ Tucson. eee eee r 
PHONY WOOdT: eee ee ee ee 754. — 30; Garden C2 Se ee eee 1] 
ee Or PNnOEUIX ni GaTrCCer sae teem ee ee S7e& is L.Oaklond#rSt? Johns TI 
4. Los Angeles, First English... 570° 2s. S2eAttadenc 028 ee 1¢ 
5. Sacramento, St. John’s... +. 5032 -Estie Phoenix) Faithi2 == ee 1d 
6. San Francisco, St. Mark’s............. 385 tuods Hono lisse eee eee ee 10 
FAPGSAGSIICA Ut oe Ree ee 350) = tie: Santas Barboncies es eee 10 
aN o-cRichmonds Gracenesa ees ee ee 340: —="36..SantMateo = ee ae Q 
— EO MOC PDICGONSEATS Lise eee 820. == 875 Redlands 2 ae ee eee g 
TOS Northetiolly woods ees 315 +oo8. Burbank ee eee 8 
a>. NUE ghbnehihaepieyal loi) ete 314 >= tie Vallejoc 2 eee 8 
PIGS CUMECH, NAO HDLC Clee seen ees 314 40° Long! Beach; Faiths == 7 
=—alo- Long ebeacly il riinitys: === ss-eeeren 311 41. San Francisco, Temple... 7 
tte AN rep orc see ee ee es 30> = 42-“Westwoods = ee eee 
al OO cic crit Eins tien et cee ee eres 283 — 438. San Francisco, First English... 6 
= Gee tach WOO Ci) see ee 260 - — 44. Los Angeles, St. Paul’s.___1____ 6 
-+- 17. Los Angeles, Advent... 249 + tie San Diego's St> Peter's... ae: 
18 Sacramento, First English... 248 7246) Whither: 2 eee eee 5 
1 Ql Bevenlyatiillshe sewer 06 eerea was 226... —- 47 Culver Gity== 3 
= 20; bresnoOwe Mirst acme eM 225 — 48. Sacramento, St. Paul's... aaa 
eta"? lee Rerkele yun 2<0 sweets Seen ee eee 202. — 49" Eresno, » Wartburg. = se saan ¢ 
Hes SCna enn CGIOme i seen es 202 } 00: Richmond;-St) James. === as c 
-+ 23. Los Angeles, St. Mark's... 193%. —= tie Somgers .-<5..c). 2k eee ee ae 
St AZATS OS CINE OSE ste teres ee es eee 166 $9525 Lihe? ses Se eee a’ 
loa) Oe RiVietSICe qn rn eM ee eee en 150 
at Oue FeSO) lo ty RCS ee ees 145 is 
— 27. Los Angeles, Bethany........--.------ 140 TOR anna naneeeeeeen nce 10,77 
— 28. San Francisco, St. Matthew’s........ 132 Net Increase: 1,785 
KEY TO SYMBOLS i i 
+ Gain in comparative standing. Eee beter oy ous 
— Loss in comparative standing. + New Congregation. 


COMMUNING MEMBERSHIP GAINS (45) 


ae, “t. Glendale sears ee 144 XX 92 -Alhambra = 2 57: XX 
+ 2. Los Angeles, Ist English.11] XX + lSalnglewoods: == =amees AS ee 
cate Oe HOLY WOO eee 106 X ——s) 4 ST ucson\, ee ee OO NER 
x +o A, Honolula. saa a ee + 15. Long Beach, Trinity... 40 X 
+ 5. Richmond, Grace + tie San Francisco, St. Mark's 40 X 
* +. 6. Los Angeles, Advent.......... atic Sane |Ose:esumm by ulin . 40 XX 
ir 7° Durbar tee nen = — 18. Santa Monica... 89 X 
le 8:;Riverside e552 3e ee -+ 19. Sacramento, First English 37 X 
— 9. Sacramento, St. John’s... 63 X + 20. Santa Barbara... 36 XxX 
+ * tie San Diego, St. Peter’s........ 63 } 21. Richmond, St. James... Kh} 
ty, Whittier 225. eae 58 » = *222Phoenix® Faith eee 33 XX 
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. = 
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— 23. Los Angeles, St. Mark's... 32 
BeemAse Allictden cya. eon 31 
fatie ocn Bermardino ss 31 
— 26. North Hollywood... 29 
Re Lil iodae sere a OS eco, 28 
mr 28. Berkeley. 2. 27 
Pee AO a CIScidenicien ie te oe te 26 
— 30. Sacramento, St. Paul's... 26 
+ 31. San Francisco, Temple...... 24 
+ 32. Los Angeles, St. Paul's... 23 
= o3..Long, Beach, Faith... 22 
Pros Ocklond, birst 2 20 
= EE leige igic ie hee a ee U8 19 
BeeCO Culverts livn. au ets 14 
—— 37. Huntington Park ........... 13 
—-35. son Diego, First... 10 
Beco. Oakland; St. John's... ...2. 9 
—— A(). Beverly Fille eee See oe i 
tie Fresno, ot. Paul's)... = i 
— 42. San Francisco, 
Simi Matthews os ee 6 
Beers (OOO ST ee en la 5 


* 


— 44. San Francisco, Ist Engl'sh 4 
402 ocn: Mateon== 2 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES 


Year ending December 31, 1946 


1, Los Angeles, First English......$ 47,716 
DiGlenadcle meme ao oba tt. TT 43,536 
Sn Hollywood staal 37,991 
4. San Francisco, St. Mark’s........ 33,080 
Die Phoenix, (Grace. =o. ee 22,020 
Bo: some Diego Firsh + 2 18,685 
FO OacramentOj ot. Jonnys.2. 18,580 
3, Longe Beach, Trinity..22)) 18,574 
9: Richmond, “Grace 2. 18,105 
HO@Oaklend First 17,639 
ll. Los Angeles, Advent... 17,633 
eee critters: WOT CCl eee ee 17,024 
MRE CS COGN Ch eee nd 16,950 
14. San Francisco, First English. 13,800 
15. Sacramento, First English... 13,274 
v6. North@ Holly wood =. 12,826 
i Huntingion Park 22: 12,481 
MOM RIVenside Man a8 lle et 11,784 
WOwibresnoveibirst streets nee 11,584 
ZOMBeverly oils = tee ee 10,993 
21. San Francisco, St. Matthew’s 10,854 
Zi Cit Che BALD ONC. erent end 10,478 
Domberke ley eanncs we oe Tete 10,172 
24. Los Angeles, St. Mark’s........... 9,868 
Db plc bree eee ee 9,557 
Oe UGS WOO! as ere ne erie 9,238 
27. Scan-= Bernardino soe 9,002 
28. Fresno, St. Paul’s.:........... 8,100 
Loe Pn Ooninem MCh tee, 10,008 
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NO GAIN (8) 
Fresno, First; Fresno, Wartburg; 
Redlands. 
LOSSES (4) 
1. Los Angeles, Bethany...... 30 
ZPhoenix, ‘Grace =. 27 
3. Westwood aE ee ee o 
Cre iodlls foi eeaee =e aren) etree 1 
Rossecuie seas. ee See en DA Taek 68 
NET GAIN 1785 
KEY TO SYMBOLS 
X 10% gain 
XX 20% gain 
XXX 50% gain 
D 100% gain 
* Not in last year’s first ten 
+ New Congregation 
30. Los Angeles, Bethany............. 8,034 
sheSanvosew 2 Ein SIE we! 7,597 
ROL ELON lal Wee ae oe ee SEO 6,543 
Son Gorden: 25% 5. ee ee, 6,470 
So OCnw Mateon - ac une 6,263 
Co Aliadenca. 2 2 =. ee eres 5,769 
$6. San Francisco, Temple .......... 5,150 
sie Oakland st, lohnises =e 4,874 
Boe WiestwOod).2. oe Ses ean = 24816 
COMST CICSOT. cant. at ee semnere re sero 4,298 
40" Redlands. 2.2 oe fe eine 4,151 
ZH lea re dl k=) (opens tee erie, 2, Wee LEAT 3,931 
47. Longe Beach, shaithes =. 3,713 
43. Sacramento, St. Paul's... 2,938 
A Amn SCN CL peter ete! oa eee nee Oe 2,919 
450 Fresno, Wartburg 2,900 
46. Los Angeles, St. Paul's... 2,547 
+ 47: San Diego, St. Peter’s........ 2,199 
AgreCulver City se 8 sew ee 1,992 
ee mW ittion nt recs. Ae Sieenre ee wee 1,274 
TOU EDUT DO Kies est ee ees eee eee 1,004 
mole i huctet es ieee eee 737 
7 OL. Richmond, ste james. — 324 
Tice set paw aerial Ao ne $590,050 


KEY TO SYMBOLS 


* Not in last year’s first ten 
+ New Congregation 
* Not in last year’s first ten 


The motion prevailed that the Report of the Historian be presented at a 
later time. 


The Archivist presented the following report: 


ARCHIVIST’S REPORT 


Early in the year of 1946, the archives of both the California Synod and the 
Women’s Missionary Society were moved into the office of the president of 
Synod. 

To those of our pastors and women who wish to consult the contents of the 
archives, the keys are in the office under the supervision of Dr. Beasom‘s 
secretary. 

Materials which have come to us for filing are placed in their proper 
places. We are short of the constitution of our churches, especially those newly 
organized. We are still of the mind these records should repose in a fireproof 
cabinet. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, Archivist. 
The Report was adopted. 


The Necrologist presented the following report: 
REPORT OF NECROLOGIST 


Submissively we bow to the Will of our Father in Heaven, Who, in His 
mercy, has taken from our midst in the Church on Earth to the Church in 
Heaven, the following: 


Mrs. Johanna Beasom 


Mrs. Johanna Beasom, mother of our synodical president, with whom she 
had made her home for some years, was welcomed into the Church Triumphant 
on July 21, while her son was enroute to Hawaii, there officially to welcome two 
congregations into our Synod and the Uniied Lutheran Church. Born, 1864, in 
Sweden. Mrs. Beasom came with her parents to America (Minnesota) when six- 
teen years of age. Typical of her long life of active service in the Church of her 
beloved Lord, in several congregations, together with her late husband, James 
P. Beasom, Sr., she took the initiative in organizing the first Lutheran Church in 
Livingstone, Montana, leading a small band of women in making a religious 
census of the city. Besides President Beasom, she is survived by a son Clyde, of 
Los Angeles, and a daughter, Lola Gregorious of Grant's Pass, Oregon. Obse- 
quies were conducted in First Church, Glendale, by the Reverends Carl V. 
Tambert and Herbert J. Weaver, D.D., both of whom had been her pasiors. 


Mrs. Earnest A. Trabert 


Mrs. Bertha Elizabeth Trabert, wife of the Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., 
Pastor Emeritus of St. Michael's Church of Berkeley, California, was called to 
her heavenly home on November 19, after a long illness. She was born in 
Pittsburgh on February 9, 1876, to William H. Weaver and his wife, Elizabeth 
Sloan. Orphaned at an early age, she became a Junior Helper in the Orphan's 
Home and Farm School, Zelienople, Pa., and upon her graduation from high 
school became a teacher in the primary grades of that institution. Later, after 
graduation from the Pennsylvania State Normal School, she became a teacher 
in the public schools of Homestead, Pa. On June 4, 1902, she was united in 
marriage to the Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, then pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church of Uniontown, Pa. Reared in the Church and possessed of high intel- 
lectual and spiritual qualities, she was a devoted assistant to her husband, and 
an inspiration to the women of the church. Rightly to appraise her ability, 
character, zeal and love for her Lord, one has but to read the minutes of the 
California Synod Women’s Missionary Society for the past quarter century, in 
which organization she was a leader, serving several terms as secretary and 
four terms as president; then as Advisor. Besides her husband, she is survived 
by a son, William, of San Mateo, California. Funeral services were held in St 
Michael's Church, Berkeley, with Pastors A. C. Knudten, Ph.D., H. Paul Romeis, 


30 


president of the Northern Conference, and Herman Lucas, officiating. Interment 
was made in the Chapel of the Chimes, Oakland, California. 


Jon Frederic Lorimer 


Jon Frederic Lorimer passed away in the University of California Hospital, 
San Francisco, on September 21, 1946. Funeral services were conducted at 
Grace Church, San Jose, September 25, by Dr. W. E. Crouser, assisted by the 
Rev. Paul Romeis and Chaplain Lawrence Vosseler. He was laid to rest in Oak 
Hill Cemetery. 


Jon Frederic was born to the Rev. and Mrs. Harold J. Lorimer of San Jose, on 
Easter Sunday, April 9, 1939, in Greeley, Colorado. Though afflicted from birth 
with a serious heart defect, Freddie responded to special care and his progress 
was very nearly normal. A rare type of surgery climaxed a series of attempts 
in the last months to aid his condition. There was nothing more that human 
hands could do, so the Lord called him home. He leaves behind him, besides 
= parents, two brothers, Harold Jr., and James Michael, and a sister, Christine 

nne. 


A fitting memorial service will be held in connection with this convention 
of Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 
HOWARD A. ANSPACH 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. Donald W. Endter presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


At the last convention a questionnaire was submitted to the delegates ask- 
ing three questions. The following is the compilation of answers: 
1. Have you needed some literature, forms or guide books that the publication 
house did not have? Name them. 


Answers: 

a. A good 20-page booklet on the Lutheram Church to give to non- 
Lutherans or weak Lutheran prospects. 

b. An adult baptismal booklet and certificate containing the order of 
service. 

c. A handbook from the Board of American Missions on its methods of 
procedure in organizing new missions, financing new buildings for new 
missions, and all the requirements of the Board in each aspect of its 
work, so that mission pastors may know in a few hours study what the 
methods of the Board are and what will be required of the mission 
pastor and the mission congregation. (A great number suggested this.) 

d. A card index and Sunday School cards with complete information for 
the children of the church and Sunday School. 

2. Are you interested in writing for publication, or do you know someone who 
has writing ability? Give the names. 


Answers: 


a. Rev. George Thompson, Altadena, California. 

b. Rev. Titus Scholl, Tucson, Arizona (was a reporter for The Lutheran 
back east). 

c. Rev. E. Dale Click, San Mateo, California. 

d. Rev. Henry Scherer, Los Angeles, California. 

e. One person stated that the publication house offers people not already 
writing little incentive for writing and would have to change its policies 
before it would get many volunteers. 

: m the publication house improve its merchandising plans, services 
: is erations 6 the Church at fae and to the Synod of California in 
particular? 
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Answers: 


a. A great majority of the delegates expressed a desire for a west coast 
branch of the publication house and verbally came the promises to 
support such a venture. 


b. Improve the bookkeeping system by sending duplicate invoices. 


c. Work through local YMCA's film bureaus in the Visual Aid Depart- 
ment. y 


d. Send announcements of Lenten and Christmas materials much earlier. 
Send Sunday School papers on time for Sunday to the west coast. 
Send periodicals earlier. The Lutheran comes very late at times on the 
west coast. 


. Send the pastors the list of tracts of the Church periodically. 
. Send list of books deemed necessary to church library monthly. 


. Provide free copies of The Lutheran for all synod conventions to adver- 
tise The Lutheran to the leaders of the Church. 


. Attempt to have a publication house display at each synodical con- 
vention. 

. Combine a Lutheran book store with the Lutheran Welfare Council of 
Southern California and possibly with the offices of the presidents of 
the Lutheran bodies on the west coast all in the same building. 


This compilation with comments was sent last spring to Mr. E. O. Arm- 
bruster of the ULPH for which he later thanked us. Already we note that the 
publication house will soon establish a branch store in the Wilshire district of 
Los Angeles, and a letter has been sent to the ULPH commending them for this 
step forward. 


If you have any suggestions for further literature, forms, guide books, etc., 
or if you can suggest any other names of people who have writing ability, or 
if you can suggest any other ways the ULPH may improve its merchandising 
service and operations to the Church at large and to the California Synod in 
particular, please write them down and give -them to one of the members of 
the committee on publications before the convention adjourns. 


mr Q wo 


me 


Respectfully submitted, 
DON. W. ENDTER, Chairman 
ROBERT J. MARSHALL 
GEORGE N. THOMPSON 


The Report was adopted. 


The Motion prevailed that some of the reports for the afternoon be con- 
sidered at this session. 


The Rev. Orval Awerkamp presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 


If ever there was a time when society needed education and the influence 
of the Gospel teaching, certainly it is now. The war in many respects has been 
won, but its fruits are to be attained only as we have incorporated within our 
system of thinking the principles of Christianity. It is to this end that the 
Parish and Church School Board lends its energy. ; 


The outstanding project of the Parish and Church School Board, within our 
immediate Synod, was that of the Sunday School Conferences, conducted under 
the able leadership of Dr. E. S. Spees, associate secretary of the Board. There 
was a marked increase in interest and enthusiasm for the work of the Sunday 
School. This enthusiasm was in evidence in a number of ways, but chiefly in 
the attendance at the meetings. While there were some special meetings called 
besides the regularly scheduled events, the total attendance for the Synod was 
one thousand, one hundred and seventy-five. Forty congregations were in 
attendance, with forty pastors showing their interest by their attendance. There 
were eleven regular conferences held within the Synod. 
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Your secretary sent questionnaire cards to all churches of the Synod and 
received thirty-one replies. The cards revealed that ten churches of the Synod 
sponsored a Children of the Church program; twenty-one did not. With regard 
to the Release Time program, sixteen participated while thirteen had no part in 
the program. The method of conducting the Release Time varies from city to - 
city which maks a report of the numbers served and individual churches par- 
ticipating more or less impossible; however, in every case where evaluation 
was given, the report was favorable for the Release Time work ranging from 
“fair” to “excellent.” 


The Parish and Church School Board is thoroughly prepared to offer aid for 
your general as well as special problems which might arise. There is no end to 
printed materials to encourage the work and throw light on how to meet the 
needs of our times. The Parish and Church School Magazine is constantly on 
the watch for new approaches to Sunday School and general educational work. 
We therefore urge you to make use of its offerings. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ORVAL AWERKAMP 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. F. W. Heinecken presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


A glance at the statistical report of the Women’s Organizations of Synod 
shows that a gratifying forward movement both materially and spiritually is 
everywhere in evidence. Not only has there been a substantial growth in mem- 
bership, but the financial contributions have exceeded all previous records. 
Not only have these organizations supported Missionary endeavors both at 
home and abroad, but they have also made substantial contributions to Luth- 
eran World Action, and are now vigorously going to work in helping to bring 
into reality the long hoped for Synodical Home for the Aged. 

In addition, throughout Synod, there is a host of faithful women laboring in 
the vineyard, serving as Sunday School teachers and officers, as Luther League 
advisers and members of choirs, as well as in other worthwhile capacities, ever 
doing the work of the Master, 

Your committee graciously recognizes that the benevolent spirit of these 
women gives evidence of a consecrated spiritual life and interest in the welfare 
of others. They are to be commended for their unfailing love and loyalty to the 
Lord’s Kingdom. 

The Lord loves and blesses a cheerful giver and therefore also a benevolent 
Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 


F. W. HEINECKEN, Chairman 
Th Report was adopted. 
The motion prevailed that Synod express its thanks to the Synodical 
Women’s Missionary Society for the splendid support given the work of the 
Church during the past year. 


The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISOR 


The past year has been a fruitful one for the young people of the Southern 
Conference Luther League, who seem to have an increasingly strong sense of 
unity, in spite of being comparatively widely scattered. Several things, toward 
which we have been working for some time, have contributed to this: 

1. A smoothly working district organization, with able and consecrated 
leadership among the young people themselves; they have been assuming 
more and more responsibility for the direction of their own program. 
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2. In addition to the regular rallies and conventions, special rallies for boys 
and girls of confirmation age, resulting in the organization of a number of new 
Junior and Intermediate Luther Leagues. 


3. Among the older groups, a splendid inter-change of fellowship, resulting 
in a greater loyalty to their church and a deeper sense of its unity and strength. 

4. The return of most of our servicemen and women to Luther League activ- 
ity, an adjustment presenting quite a study in itself and one which merits the 
wholehearted attention and guidance of the local Pastor. 


Things haven't yet returned to normal for either our teen-agers or for the 
young adult Luther Leaguers trying to settle down in the post-war world. There 
is an increasing need for a larger part of the church’s program to be slanted 
toward youth. 

No congregation in the Synod should be without a definite Luther League 
program, because: (1) The Luther League is the official young people's program 
and organization of the United Lutheran Church in America, and its inclusion 
in the life of every congregation is a part of the Promotional Plan of the 
U. L. C. A. (2) The Luther League program is ably designed to meet the needs 
of the young people in our congregations. All it requires in order to be made 
effective is young people who love their Lord and leaders and pastors who love 
their young people. (3) The Luther League is a proven, powerful agency in the 
development of loyalties to Christ and to the Church. (4) The Church owes its 
young people the best in programs and materials for their interest and growth. 
We have nothing better than what is offered through the Luther League. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ROBERT D. KERSTETTER. 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. Harold J. Lorimer presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE ADVISOR OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
FOR NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


“It has been an active year for the Luther League of the Northern Confer- 
ence. Under the capable leadership of their officers, and under a growing sense 
of responsibility, the young people have made notable progress. Added stimulus 
was given by the return of our young men. 

First English Lutheran Church, Sacramento, was host to the Spring Rally. 
The Annual Fall Convention was held at historic St. Mark’s Church, San Fran- 
cisco, These proved to be highly successful events, providing much inspiration 
for the large numbers of youth in attendance, and stirring them to high resolve 
in maiters of Christian faith and activity. 

Highlighting the year’s program was the State Convention of Luther Leagues 
at St. Paul's Church, Fresno, August 31 to September 2. In this venture the 
executive committee of the Northern Conference League had the confidence and 
earnest support of the Southren District League and the Fresno pastors. Their 
participation and encouragement, with that also of the President of Synod and 
President of the Luther League of America, were greatly appreciated. It is our 
hope that this experience may have servd as a useful proving ground for the 
much anticipated development of a Synod-wide youth program. 

Many other rallies have taken place during the year with an inter-change 
of fellowship among young people in closely related churches. Preparations for 
the establishment of several new Leagues within our Conference is noted with 
much satisfaction, together with an acceleration of interest within many others. 

It appears that we are on the threshhold of a new and greater era of expan- 
sion in our Luther League work. We must have the faith and courage to act 
decisively in the power of Christ. The world of tomorrow might well demand 
our very intensest Christian preparation today. More than ever, then, our youth 


va need what only a strong, well-guided, Christian youth fellowship can give 
em. 


O Lord, make us aware 


make us adequatel 
Respectfully submitted, 


HAROLD J. LORIMER, Northern Conference Advisor 
The Report. was adopted. 
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A shower for the Home for the Aged was held with the following gifts 
received: 


Church Amount 
SCLC EE CIE] OS Om eee mene ee ene eee ee et he ee ee $ 50.00 
I LCRAC LIE le erence Coe Pe Pee? See ee ea ee 450.00 
SS te CLC Cra lee ee meee ee ee es hee 200.00 
PEO Cie Vill Cis meen ee mene ee ee ee ee 2 29.00 
ra he arena we ever Soles eae eee Eel) ey ee eS 18.05 
LSU ACPRSI LG Wis LER AT ees ae a ce Ra ee 100.00 
[ETROSEP IEVGVS HERS) olor Ung JN eo ES eel SRS i Aa Sen oF neni Pe a SES 500.00 
[RSE ECly 3 Ed GU SIGN oo te ear wl ene eae aba aa A ei Sao) ee I a SE 100.00 
HEV Ula CUr ly eee toe ene opment ees ren IN Sh alee Magen ena ue 156.50 
WEGINGS Cy pact oe Oe es EE oe ea IRI RR reas OR yl OU Re 100.00 
SOV ORGS OM gs at alata ped ae eee eM 22 ce SR ee eee eee RTE eat 100.00 
em ple mOciiphCnICISCOsse naan. ele Aes reer nth hk ete ee ie 90.00 
Siew Ome SMe CICLO eG niO me eet chk EIN ite re ie aa 250.00 
Ieee LEN Gtle lt te sea oF ele Sse ek A ete Ee SOR ea Cle, SR NaNPE NE eae) Sener Cate eee 50.00 
ROS Onell cu iec ee weten rte naeieNy muita. Losi tve wn A fee toy ee ores oe Sa 100.00 
BANGLE ate Leeper nee een SEN eS eee ee ee ee 68.45 
CulveRMGiiyie =e: pemeseies Nie et GIS see cre NS ee Se ny ee 25.00 
ICES CLCLO TA CU rene ae = atime rae ae sate rt crn Ske eo a 150.00 
Steen esa Ccrame;ntOms .enme ee a in ee he eel gel iy Se oe 25.00 
Glencd cle gee! ees ao ne eet aay ee ae ea ae Eee Dobe ee Pe 1000.00 
Be Vier vaek Wich seeasete wee cme tue $5 RO Sx ee el ee ee es 100.00 
Sten Ohi seee©@ crlclcrmn cla, ener ores cea saete, eee Soy 8 oe er ee ne 50.00 
FRC Cia) CLs ee aera ee ag ee 100.00 
BAAN SGTCA © TCT er eee ee en ene res Sec te NN ee 100.00 
Ours Sonlour mn HuICsOn setae. secs eee Reh tes Fe eee Ce ee 100.90 
KEIO MERIC ATTA OTN Cl ete ae ee ee see se We 250.00 
ABU REE iri il OPONS BIS) C Ley eee ec we ee SR ae 100.00 
GEV WOO Clap mnaee ene ciate meee ee ee eee ee ee eee 1363.00 
WES EWOOC Nill cic ener neal Our yh ee yes RS ee ee 20.00 
RS Cat LCE O perme tee ee ee ee ee 100.00 
BASIE ON aa eee ee, Sa eam ee eb poe a a ERS 100.00 
Syoaemsoniy tong (SV les Kei eh eae a Ae re ee a ee ne pe rar MERE A 100.00 
TRENR SNS Coulee 0 a cys SN Se Aaa sna cet a a 100.00 

I Pes teth oF. wae WEEE Ee a ee Se ek ne on ak Pee ee Se oe Oe ee ae ee ee eee $5801.00 


THIRD SESSION 


January 28, 1947—2:00 P.M. 

The session was opened with devotions by the Chaplain on the theme, 
“The Responsibility of the One for Bringing the Nine.” 

The report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was accepted. 

Dr. Armin G. Weng addressed the Convention on the State of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, stressing especially the large opportunities facing 
the church in many fields of endeavor and pointing out the sad lack of funds 
in the face of these opportunities. 

The Rev. Ross F. Hidy spoke on the great need for the extension of the 
Lutheran Church in California. He pointed out that housing areas in the state 
have a larger population than at any time before and that at least 400 more 
Protestant churches should be organized in this state within the next six months. 
The Lutheran Church must have a part in this program of expansion. 


The following report was presented by The Rev. A. B. Schwertz: 
ANNUAL REPORT OF MIDLAND COLLEGE AND WESTERN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY FOR THE YEAR 1946-1947 


GENERAL STATEMENT: 
When unusual opportunities present themselves to us we are happy. At the 
same time we are humbled also by the realization that commensurate responsi- 
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bilities attend such opportunities. God has graciously granted us the thrilling. 
opportunity to serve many more of our young people at Midland College than 
ever before. For this we are deeply grateful. May the Lord in His infinite good- 
ness grant us the grace, wisdom and strength to serve these fine young men 
and women in a manner such as only Midland as a Christian college of the 
Church can. 


OFFICERS: ~ 


Officers of the Corporation for 1946-47: President, Mr. Henry A. Gunderson, 
Fremont, Nebraska; Vice President, the Rev. A. J. Beil, D.D., Lawrence, Kansas; 
Secretary, the Rev. A. W. Young, Omaha, Nebraska; Treasurer, Miss Leah L. 
Williams, Fremont, Nebraska. 


Officers of the College: President, Dr. W. P. Hieronymus; Dean, Prof. Gimme- 
stad, Treasurer, Miss Leah L. Williams (resigned Jan. 1 and replaced by 
Clinton Muller); and Business Manager, Mr. F. E. Wood. 


ENROLLMENT: 


The sixtieth academic year began most auspiciously with a bulging enroll- 
ment which was more than 100% larger than the enrollment in September, 1945. 
Our field secretary estimates that from 60 to 70 more students will register for 
the second semester. The students come from 15 states in the Union and from 
one foreign country; namely, British Guiana. Fifteen are from California (not 
including Seminarians). There are 175 veterans. At least 32 young men are 
preparing themselves for the holy minisiry. Five young women have full-time 
church work in mind (parish workers, church secretaries, missionaries, etc.) Of 
all the U.L.C. colleges, Midland has the second highest percentage of Lutheran 
students this year; nomely, 56%. Only Carthage College has more students of 
the Lutheron faith with a percentage of 62. The average in the ULL.C. is 40%. 


ENROLLMENT FOR PAST FOUR YEARS: 
1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 1946-47 


Regilor al eri =e eee aera ae nee eee 175 163 297 465 
Summ Gr SeSslOneset. -ee We - SP et e ee ee e 206 255 288 318 
Ma} (6d Meee eae ee athe = POTS Peace ns See er Ty 381 418 585 783 
FINANCES: 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1946. 

INCOME: 

Educational and General 

Tuition sands: Fees 2... 4 ee ee $ 57,883.32 
Endowment: sinvestments — i) 2. soa ee 5,925.82 


56,992.47 
785.18 
1,671.00 
55,788.22 

$179,046.01 

EXPENSES: a 

Educational and Generale -------.$126,665.96 
Auxiliary Enterprises. Jaws ic ee ee ee ei A SET GEG 
Other ,Non-educational ci =. 6) oie 6) ee 3,380.48 

175,750.02 

Net Operating Profit for Fiscal Year ending August 31, 1946 ; 3,295.99 


FORWARD MIDLAND CAMPAIGN: 


_ It will be a great day when we can say that the Forward Midland Cam- 
paign is past history and that our pastors and people responded so loyally that 
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the campaign went over the top. But unfortunately after more than two and 
one-half years, we still have not yet reached our goal. 

The quota accepted by the California Synod is $25,000, of which $17,728 
has so far been paid in. Seven congregations—First, Glendale; First, Los 
Angeles; Trinity, Pasadena; First, San Diego; St. Paul's, Santa Monica; First, 
Oakland; Grace, Richmond—have so far reached or exceeded their quotas. 
Others are near their goals. With a concerted, consecrated effort we can all go 
over the top. We can do it. We must do it. Let us, with the other supporting 
synods, give Midland a debt-free men’s dormitory. 


WESTERN SEMINARY: 


This institution opened its current academic year on September 2, 1946, with 
18 students enrolled. In addition to these enrolled for residence work, there are 
three students on leave of absence for a year for the purpose of gaining prac- 
tical experience in the field. These students come from ten states of the Union 
and one foreign country: Arizona, California, Colorado, Kansas, Iowa, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Pennsylvania, Texas, Washington and Mexico. Nine synods are 
represented in the student body: California, Iowa, Kansas, Midwest, Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, Nebraska, Pacific, Rocky Mountain and Texas. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


1. That we resolve with one another and before God to raise at least our 
quota of $25,000 in the Forward Midland Campaign and that we strive 
to do this before the passing of 1947. 

2. That Midland College and Western Seminary be voted a substantial 
increase from the regular apportionment fund. 

3. That Western Seminary become a separate institution independent of 
the College as soon as convenient to both institutions. 


4. That Dr. W. P. Hieronymus, the president of Midland College, be recom- 
mended for his untiring efforts in strengthening the scholastic standing 
of Midland, i.e., looking forward to membership in the North Central 
Association. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Your Trustees, 
\ JAMES P. BEASOM 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ. 


The Rev. Charles Puls, D.D., spoke briefly on the urgent need for helping 


our church educational institutions, and asked that Midland College receive the 
whole-hearted support of the California Synod. 

The motion prevailed that the recommendations in the report be considered 
seriatim: 

Item 1 was adopted. . 

Item 2 was referred to the Executive Committee for consideration. 
Item 3 was adopted. 

Item 4 was adopted. 

The report as a whole was adopted. 

The motion was made and seconded that a committee be appointed to 
study the possibility of establishing a seminary or a college on the West coast 
either alone, or in cooperation with the National Lutheran Council bodies. 

The motion prevailed that this be referred to the Resolutions Committee. 


The Rev. A. C. Knudten presented the following report: 
THE REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


At the Cleveland Convention of the ULCA it was announced that the 
objective of the Epiphany Appeal would be “The Relief and The Rehabilitation 
of the Lutheran Church in Japan.” This provided an adequate and a very wor- 
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thy goal toward which the entire Church in America could focus its attention. 

The Board of Foreign Missions has provided the pastors of Synod with 
literature in preparation for this Appeal in January, 1947, and a letter sent to 
each pastor of Synod by your Committee was intended not only to re-inforce 
this opportunity, but to offer assistance to each of our churches for its active 
participation in this claim of the World Church. 

By arrangement with the Board of Foreign Missions, a film was secured by 
your Committee with the privilege of free use in presenting the drastic needs 
of the Church in Japan—a church in dire need due to the devastation of war, 
yet anxious to bear witness to its Lutheran faith. 

Your Committee chose not to arrange an itinerary, but sought to lay this 
matter before you so that each pastor and his congregation might choose for 
themselves the privilege of active participation in the overseas program of 
Synod and of the Church at large. This should not be a matter of compulsion, 
but rather of joyful cooperation for “the field is the world.” It is too early to 
report on the statistics of this cooperation in Synod for this presentation will 
reach into February. 

In line with the thinking of the Cleveland Convention, we would call 
attention to the need of our churches toward a new orientation in thinking of 
this work of our Lord as our “overseas” Church, rather than as a “foreign” 
Church, and would recommend that an appropriate action be taken at Synod 
in order to lead the thinking of our people in that direction. 


We now have a missionary in Argentina, the Rev. Robert Alsop; and a 
missionary on assignment to Japan, the Rev. Arthur C. Knudten, Ph.D.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. C. KNUDTEN 

E. A. TRABERT 

E. N. SPIRER 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. H. Paul Romeis gave a brief report on Lutheran World Action, 
pointing out that the Synod had met its two-year goal in full, but that in spite 
of this, Lutheran World Action is still the number one issue before us, and that 
we dare not fail to go the second mile. Pastor Claus reported on his activities 
in ministering to German war prisoners, and stressed the great need for further 
help as revealed by letters received from repatriated prisoners of war. 


The motion prevailed that these reports be included in the official minutes 
of the convention, 


At 4:30 P.M., in a special joint session with the Synodical Women's Mission- 
ary Society, all pastors of Synod who had not previously been thus honored, 
were made Life Members of the Women’s Missionary Society. 


At 7:00 P.M. a banquet was held in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl. 
Mr. Scheehl retired after thirteen years of faithful service as the Treasurer of 
Synod, and Mrs. Scheehl retired after eight years as Treasurer of the Synodical 
Women's Missionary Society. The Rev. Charles Puls, D.D., Pastor of Luther 
Memorial Church, Madison, Wisconsin, gave an inspiring address on “Waiting 
for the Son to Rise.” 


FOURTH SESSION 


Hollywood, California, January 29, 1947 


The Fourth Session was opened at 9:00 A.M. on Wednesday morning with 


oo the Chaplain on the theme “A Glorious. Hypocrisy,” based on 


The Report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 
The Minutes of the First, Second and Third Sessions were approved. 
The following report was presented by the Rev. Frederick A. Smith: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 


Recommendations for the merger of the Home Mission and the Executive 
Committees which were referred to this Committee at the 54th Annual Conven- 
tion in Pasadena, (Minutes 1945, page 37) were again referred back to us at 
the 55th Convention in Oakland, (Minutes, 1946, pages 45 and 47). 

We recommend the following Amendments to the Constitution: 

Page 7, Article 6, Section 1, Paragraph 1. 

Strike out the words, ‘one layman’ and add ‘one clergyman and two 
laymen’ 

Page 8, Strike out the words, ‘Section 2—The Synodical Home Mission 
Committee’ and all of Paragraphs 1 and 2. 

Number Paragraph 3, Paragraph 6. 

Strike from Paragraph 4 the words, ‘The Synodical Home Mission’ and 
add the word, ‘this’. 

Make Paragraph 4, number 7; Paragraph 5, number 8; Paragraph 6, 
number 9; Paragraph 7, number 10. 

Then Section 3 becomes Section 2; Section 4 becomes Section 3; Section 
5 becomes 4; and Section 6 becomes Section 5. 

On page 46 of the Minutes of 1946 it is noted that a motion prevailed 
making the officers of Synod the Trustees of Synod. Article 3 of the Constitution 
designates who the officers shall be, and By-law 4 designates who the Trustees 
shall be. This motion cannot be considered an Amendment to the By-laws and 
is therefore unconstitutional and void. We ask that Synod so declare it. 

On page 33 of the Minutes of 1945, provision is made for the appointment 
of a Historian, by adding ‘Section 7 to Article 8.’ This is clearly an error. Article 
8 deals with the Duties of Members and has but one Section and contains 9 
Paragraphs. Your Committee recommends that a Paragraph 7 be added to 
By-law 4 to read: 

“There shall be an Historian appointed by the Executive Commitiee 
whose duties it shall be to collect and preserve such data as may be of 
historic worth. He shall have access to the records of Synod. He shall 
serve until replaced by the Executive Committee.” 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. E. CROUSER 
FREDERICK A. SMITH 
The Report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the following amendment to the Constitution be 
added to the report: “It is recommended that By-law II (regarding Meetings of 
Synod) of the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California be 
amended to include: 

Paragraph 8—Congregations of this Synod which are located in the 
Hawaiian Islands shall be allowed $100.00 per congrega- 
tion each year for travelling expenses to Synod conven- 
tions.” 

The motion prevailed that the Officers of Synod be the Trustees of Synod 
for the year 1947. 

The Rev. Aner Blum, Vice-President of the California District of the Augus- 
tana Synod was welcomed to the Convention and brought greetings from the 
above body. 


The Rev. Frederick A. Smith presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


There have been many important events in the Social Mission field during 
the past year: 

The Rev. Oscar W. Carlson of the Board of Social Missions of the U.L.C.A. 
visited the territory of our Synod and brought much inspiration to our pastors 
and laymen in the various district meetings. 
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Your committee made several direct contacts with all members of Synod, 
as well as working in cooperation with Pastor Kulman in preparing for the 
special drive for the recovery of lapsed members. No specific reports have been 
submitted concerning the success of this activity, but more than one pastor has 
expressed appreciation for the developments in his parish as a result of the 
drive. 

Although there is a special Board of Synod to control our newest acquisi- 
tion, The Home for the Aged, this activity is definitely in the field of Social 
Missions. Your committee, in conjunction with the Lutheran Welfare Council, 
has assisted in the preparation of Constitution and By-Laws, in preparing the 
application for corporation papers, and in preparing the application to the State 
Department of Social Welfare for a license for the Home to operate. This com- 
mittee commends the officers of Synod and the Board of the Home for the Aged 
for their broad vision and judicious selection of a most usable property, and 
recommend that there be set aside, as a special order of business during this 
meeting of Synod, a ten-minute period in which special prayers shall be 
offered for divine blessing and guidance in this new enterprise. 


Your committee has been in contact with the Social Missions Committee of 
the U. L. C. A. and filed an application for an allowance of $1200 to assist in 
the operating costs during this first year of operation. There has been an 
encouraging reply to this application, and at the time of this report we have 
been informed that tentative approval to the grant has been given by the 
Board, subject to their receipt of certain papers and reports from our committee. 


Lutheran Welfare Conference meetings were held both in the San Francisco 
area and in Los Angeles last fall at which time both Dr. Krumbholz of the 
National Lutheran Council and the Rev. F. A. Shearer of the U. L. C. A. Board 
of Social Missions were present. These conferences were on a National Lutheran 
Council basis, but a large percentage of our men participated. 


Arrangments have just been completed for a School of Social Missions to 
be held on the territory of our Synod April 21 to 24. The conference hall and 
living quarters at Pacific Palisades have been reserved. Details of program and 
costs are now being worked out. 

This much can be reported at this time: The Board of Social Missions, 
ULCA, will pay all travel costs over $10 and all over the first $2.50 for room 
and board, which means that the maximum cost to any member of Synod will 


be $12.50 for the full time. of the conference. Dr. C. Franklin Koch will be at the- 


School and will bring one or more men with him who are recognized by the 
ULCA as authorities in the field of Social Missions. In one letter Dr. Koch says, 
“The ultimate purpose of the school is to acquaint the pastors with the program 
of social missions and to give them a vision of its possibilities in their own 
parish. The emphasis is placed on inspiration and practical application rather 
than ideology.” 

It is the recommendation of this committee that Synod approve the plan for 
this School of Social Missions and urge all clerical members to attend for the 
full period. 

Respectfully submitted, 


FREDERICK A. SMITH, Chairman 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


; Your Executive Committee for the year 1946 herewith reports its activities 
since the last Convention of Synod. One special and four regular meetings 
were held. The following is a resume of the important actions taken: 


The Treasurer of Synod was allowed a bonus of $100 and the statistician 
a bonus of $50 for the previous year’s work. 


Fifteen hundred copies of the 1946 Minutes of Synod were ordered printed 


and distributed. Synod also provided for the printing of the Minutes of the 
Synodical Missionary Society. 
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The offer of First English Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, to make space 
available for an office for the President of Synod was accepted with thanks, 
and the office was furnished. 


A property was purchased last spring in La Crescenta for $10,000 for the 
purpose of establishing a Home for the Aged. This property was sold again in 
the fall for $10,000. 

The Dominick Jebbia estate in Alhambra, California, was purchased in 
August for $75,000 for the purpose of establishing a Home for the Aged. The 
officers of Synod were authorized to borrow not more than $50,000 to finance 
the purchase. 

A Mission Pastor's Retreat was held in the San Bernardino Mountains on 
August 26-29. Traveling expenses of Mission Pastors, totaling $132 were paid 
by Synod. The Retreat was a splendid success, with special thanks due to Dr. 
Arthur M. Knudsen of the Board of American Missions, the Rev. Dwight Shelhart 
of the Northwest Synod, and the Rev. Edward N. Spirer and the men of St. 
Matthew's Ev. Lutheran Church, North Hollywood. 

Fifteen hundred dollars ($1500) was transferred from the General Treasury 
to the Home Missions Fund of Synod to be used in Home Mission work. 

The Constitution for the Home for the Aged was approved. 

Loans from the Board of American Missions were approved as listed in the 
Report of the Home Missions Committee. 

The President was authorized to visit the Seminaries during the summer to 
enlist men for our new missions. He also met with representatives of the Board 
of American Missions. 

The purchase of the Monticello School was referred to the president of the 
Southern Conference for consideration by that body. : 

The invitation of Hollywood Lutheran Church to hold the 1947 Convention 
in Hollywood was accepted with thanks. 

Fifteen hundred dollars $1500) was borrowed from the President's Office 
Account and transferred to the Home Missions Fund for use in making short- 
term loans. 

The President of Synod was directed to visit the Honolulu field in the 
Hawaiian Islands; as a result of this visit the Lutheran Church of Honolulu and 
the Lihue Lutheran Church have asked for admission into the California Synod. 

A special committee was appointed to study the advisability of a change 
in the publication of The Golden State Lutheran. The Committee will present 
its recommendations at this Convention. 

A committee was appointed to cooperate with a similar committee from the 
Southern California Council of Churches to prepare a brief ond present it to the 
California Railroad Commission, protesting against the high rates on church 
telephones. 

Your committee guaranteed the payment of the unpaid balance of the 
Synod’s $25,000 pledge to the Building Campaign of Midland College, and 
agreed that interest would be paid on the amount still outstanding after the 
end of this year. 

Salary aid grants by the Board of American Missions to mission congrega- 
tions of Synod were approved as listed in the Report of the Home Missions 
Committee. 

Action was taken to have the treasurer of Synod bonded for $15,000 and the 
president for $5,000. 

The committee approved the action of the Synodical treasurer in cashing 
the U. S. Bonds held in the Home for the Aged Fund. 


Aid grants to students now studying for full time Christion service were 
approved as recorded in the Report of the Committee on Student Aid. 


With deepest regrets the committee accepted the resignation of Mr. Wm. 
B. Scheehl as Treasurer of Synod; said action to become effective upon the 
appointment or election of a successor; and recommended that a dinner honor- 
ing Mr. and Mrs. Scheehl be arranged for the Convention of Synod. 
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Through the recommendation of your committee, Thanksgiving day was 
observed throughout the congregations of Synod as a day of special gifts to 
Lutheran World Action in thankfulness to God for His goodness. 

The Presidents of Conferences were ordered to urge upon their pastors the 
necessity of enrolling all pastors and congregations in the U. L. C. A. Contribu- 
tory Pension Plan by November, 1947. 

Your committee arranged for a shower of gifts of $100 to $1,000 from congre- 
gations to the Home for the Aged Fund, to be given at this Convention of 
Synod. 

A committee was appointed to examine and correlate the receipts and 
disbursements of Synod and present a budget for 1947 to this Convention. 

Your committee presents the following recommendations: 


1. That Synod take steps to set up a permanent Pastors’ Camp to be held 
each year. 

2. That Synod express by a rising vote their thanks to the Synodical Mis- 
sionary Society for its splendid support of our work during the past three years; 
and that a representative of this group be commissioned to express verbally 
our appreciation to the women at their next session. 

3. That Synod take steps to prepare materials and launch a drive for funds 
to wipe out the $40,000 indebtedness of our Home for the Aged during 1947 . 

4. That Synod, subject to approval of the Constitution Committee, with a 
rising vote, receive the following congregations into membership: 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Honolulu, T. H. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lihue, T. H. 

Luther Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church, Burbank, California 
Salem Ev. Lutheran Church, Whittier, California 

St. James Ev. Lutheran Church, Richmond, California 

St. Peter's-by-the-Sea Ev. Lutheran Church, San Diego, Calif. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


The motion was made and seconded that the report be adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the recommendations in the report be considered 
seriatim. 


Item 1 was adopted. 
Item 2 was ordered stricken from the report. 
Items 3 to 5 were adopted seriatim. 


The Report as a whole was adopted. 


The following report was presented by the Rev. Paul H. Wolpert and its 
adoption was moved and seconded. 


The motion prevailed that the items be considered seriatim. 


SUPPLEMENTARY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


‘ 1. Your Committee recommends that Synod give careful study to the 
Suggestions for Board Missionaries and Mission Pastors serving on the terri- 
tory of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California” for possible action. 

2. That in the interest of good order an auxiliary organization of Synod 
be not permitted to hold a Communion Service at its Convention except when 
a host congregation invites the delegates to participate in a Communion 
Service of its own. 

3. That Synod give $1500 from the surplus funds in the synodical treasury 
to be used in purchasing a new car for the President of Synod. 


4. That the rate of $5 per year per communicant member be established 
for the year 1947, becoming effective with January 1, 1947, and that the statis- 


42 


tician be requested to compile a new apportionment table at once based on 
the rate and communicant memberships as reported January 1, 1947. 
9. In harmony with the report of the auditing committee we recommend 
‘that supporting documents or vouchers covering all expenditures from all funds 
be turned in to the Treasurer before payment. i 
; 6. That the indeterminate amount of the interest on our indebtedness to the 
Midland College “Forward Midland” Drive be secured from unexpended monies 
in other funds including balances remaining from the fiscal year 1946. 


7. That the Committee on Ministerial Education be instructed to interview 
annually each beneficiary of the Ministerial Education Fund with a view to 
determining more accurately the needs of the beneficiaries. 

8. That the budget following be considered as fixed items and that sur- 
pluses be allocated by a special committee according to need. 


9. That the following be adopted as the official budget of Synod for 1947: 


WimlenC wACm An poriionmentsen ea: =s 829) Semen oe A Ee $22,751.00 
MiclcncnCollecer ae eau xe seer et AVE SO a See ERS eR On 4,500.00 
Wester cemincrys tia sine Si Oat ete ne sr ets i io ee 1,800.00 
‘SLOM Sec Se iNgVes PA Revs) Ve lol tos Vw een ee cca a a ee DY eRe 5,000.00 
Presidentiss expense si we recent fe 2) oo ere wee et ones uy! eer fie 2,700.00 
DECKS LCMyant Omen PLE SUA ST Lee se eyes ae ae Se ee Be at me 1,500.00 
CHENG Sy UIE eas Ae SR ced ote i Rr ee. os a Td OD Oia sae 300.00 
IRersiOnuOliPresi cen tie. ti mat wee een eee ee ee A Se = 200.00 
CUIGH: VaR OOCLS LChny MOL nO YETOCu. ti atin RE See oe 100.00 
COC yp MMC CSU eta Olu ya ee oaks ee ee ee ee se 200.00 
Scucihy ICS cic OfMoyIOG: me vue nen ee Pe ek Le eee 50.00 
Expenses, Exon nome: Miss, Committees 3 5 1,000.00 
EXDeISeS BOTNerACOmmitlees mere poms tan tees et 100.00 
Miscellaneotss©peratingeixpenses! 22> 27222 Boe eS ee 200.00 
GoldeniStotevlsuth ecu: eke es ees ee eS Se eee Bees oo’ -800:00 
Expenses oynodicall Convention. 22+ 02) Stes eee ee 1,200.00 
Other Convention Expensesse. se ee ee 125.00 
POT AYabATI Chis O cap LIU Seas ae a a Sc a i a eave 600.00 
NosemiuitewmNcitior cite por ints eens Se aa oes See eS ee 75.00 
SECO lca N ChiOm Clair cine: ewe ey Ie et ee a ees 50.00 
Miraxsterictipeis circ ciilOl tee ens een oe Se eh er ee 1,500.00 
Ccilitormicemiatnenciim CCU =seae = ee ee ee ee 150.00 
Oi JE Ge INS AD NGC (6 iC acts vs ck ale as a Race a, Cl sta OE ene ee 400.00 
POmenion tnowN Ge Cen steer ee ee ee SR ee a ee 3,500.00 
Ceivlormics HomemiMissions eh iiticies fons eee ner ec ee 2,400.00 
@ulveraGinyeReservie shlUInG 2 t 22 aes Se eS eS ee 600.00 

SORT ies mes eee oe eee oS a Ae ee Ce ees ae $51,801.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


Item 1 was ordered deferred until the Report of the Home Missions Com- 
mittee was presented. 
The Item on the Constitutional amendment was: eliminated from the report. 


Items 2 to 7 were adopted seriatim. c 
Item 8: Action was deferred until the afternoon session. — +23 
The Rev. Konrad Koosmann, President of the California District of the 


American Lutheran Church was presented to the Convention and brought 
greetings from the above body. 


The Rev. Henry Irving Kohler presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSION SOCIETY OF THE 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The year has been one of unprecedented opportunity in serving love for 
the Social Mission Society of the Southern Conference. In receipts through 
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memberships and monthly grants from the Samaritan Society, our only source 
of income, we have received between $2,500 and $3,000. 


For welfare, through the congregations where requests have been made, 
we have given aid totalling $595.66, and furnished the Daily Message Light 
for Today” for use by the Chaplain of our California, Los Angeles and Santa 
Monica Hospitals, together with other tracts at a cost of $58.90. 


Last, but not least, a $5,000 gift was made for the recently purchased Home 
for the Aged; also a pledge of $100 per month for the maintenance of the 
Home. The Society is Synodical and an affiliate of the Lutheran Welfare Con- 
ference in America and the Lutheran Welfare Council of Southern California. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY IRVING KOHLER, President 


The Report was adopted by a rising vote. 


The Rev. Clifford B. Holland presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The Committee on Ministerial Education is happy to report that marked 
progress has been made during the past year, with gains being shown espe- 
cially in two directions. P 


First, we are happy to report an increasing number of students from our 
Synod studying for the ministry. The names of these students are listed below 
as a part of this report. 


Secondly, the past year has been one in which further progress has been 
made toward standardizing the work of the Committee. Much of this progress 
has been made possible because of the regular use of the forms provided by 
the Board of Education of our United Lutheran Church. 


The members of the Ministerial Education Committee wish to especially 
thank the following agencies and individuals for their generous cooperation 
during the past year: Board of Education of the United Lutheran Church; The 
Treasurer of Synod; The President of Synod; and our many fine students. 


The Pastors of Synod are requested to continue in aiding the Committee by: 


(1) Keeping in close touch with our students who are studying for full 
time work in the Church. 


(2) Encouraging other young people to give serious consideration to the 
Gospel Ministry as their life work. 


(3) Sending to the Committee the names and addresses of all prospects 
for the ministry. 


(4) Remembering that there is a great demand throughout the Church 
for women as Parish Workers and Deaconesses. 


Names of students from the California Synod who are studying for full- 
time service in the Church include: 


Midland 


Richard Arthur, First Church, Sacramento 

Miss Patricia Rae Chapin, Grace Church, Culver City 
Charles J. Clark, First Church, Los Angeles 
James O. Eschenbrenner, First Church, Glendale 
Kenneth Hartzheim, First Church, Los Angeles 
Earl Heuser, First Church, Glendale 

Robert Jackson, Grace Church, Richmond 
Howard Mickle, First Church, Los Angeles 
Herbert Ringo, Grace Church, Richmond 

Harold Sherman, First Church, San Diego 

E. Gene Vosseler, First Church, San Diego 

James Youngquist, First Church, Glendale 
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Western Seminary 
Jack W. Glidewell, Our Saviour’s Church, Tucson 
Albert Shandrick, St. Mark's, San Francisco 


Also, the Rev. Robert Wheatley is planning to return to Western Seminary 
in February to complete his theological studies at that school. 

Wesley Brosvik of Grace Church, Phoenix, is at Arizona State College; Miss 
Anita Buderer of St. John’s Church, Sacramento, is at the Baltimore Mother- 
house; William Moremen of St. Paul's Church, Santa Monica, is at Pomona 
College; Stanley Olson of Faith Church, Phoenix, studying in college and Wil- 
liam A. Tate of Advent Church, Los Angeles is at City College, Los Angeles; 
Marion Gjerde, Grace Church, Richmond, is at the University of California in 
Berkeley. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CLIFFORD B. HOLAND, Chairman 
MILUS BONKER 
ROBERT MARSHALL 


ROBERT ROMEIS 
The Report was adopted. 


Sister Adele Dasenbrock, Parish deaconess at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Sacramento, California, addressed the convention briefly, stressing especially 
the need for more girls to enter full-time Christian service in the Church. Our 
goal should be to send at least one girl from each Conference during each 
biennium. 

The motion prevailed that Synod express its hearty appreciation to th 
Board of Education of the U.L.C.A. for its cooperation and aid. : 


The Rev. Clifford B. Holand presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 


Lutheran student work is being carried on at most of the colleges and uni- 
versities throughout the states of California and Arizona, especially upon the 
campuses of the University of California at Berkeley, the University of California 
at Los Angeles, the University of So. California at Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
City College, Som Diego State College, Fresno State College, San Jose State 
College, Pasadena City College, Long Beach City College, University of Arizona 
at Tucson, Arizona State College at Tempe. 

This year the National Lutheran Council assigned full-time student pastors 
to both northern and southern California. In the former, the Rev. Lloyd Jacobson 
directs the work. In Southern California, the Rev. F. J. Schenk has charge of 
the work. 

The only student center under the Lutheran Church in our area is at the 
University of California, Berkeley, where the home has been operated for the 
past four years. Students are housed, as well as given an opportunity for 
worship, discussions, meetings and recreation. 

The Lutheran Students Association is an avenue for recruits for full-time 
service of both men and women for the Church. One of the active pastors of 
Synod was formerly an active member of the group at U. C. L. A. At Berkeley, 
three young men are preparing for the Lutheran ministry and several young 
women are planning on entering the active work of the Church. 

The day has gone when the church looks only to its church colleges for 
full-time workers. Today the real harvest for workers in the kingdom can be 
found in the state colleges and universities; especially is this true when we 
consider that 85% of the Lutheran students are attending non-Lutheran schools 
of higher learning. 

The whole job of ministering to students resolves itself into winning, hold- 
ing and developing students for Jesus Christ. One of the great men of the 
Lutheran church has said, “The biggest mission that the Lutheran church has 
in America today is on our state college and university campuses.” This state- 
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ment is true, especially when we consider that what America’s students are 
thinking today will be America’s reality tomorrow. 

We wish to recognize the faithful efforts of the pastors and lay workers who 
have assisted the program, as well as the students who have cooperated and 
served so well. We wish to thank the staff and members of the Board of Edu- 
cation, the National Lutheran Council, Synod, the Conferences, congregations 
and individuals who have made the work possible through their guidance and 
oes Respectfully submitted, 


THE COMMITTEE 
The report was adopted. 


Student pastor Lloyd Jacobson pointed out the fact that there are students 
in State Universities who could be called into full-time Christian service. Pastors 
should make every effort in this direction. 


The session was adjourned for a meeting of the Ministerium and a 
separate meeting of the Lay delegates and visitors to Synod. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Hollywood, California, January 29, 1947 
The Northern and Southern Conferences met separately at 2:00 P.M. 
The Fifth Session was opened at 2:30 P.M. with devotions by the Chaplain 
on “High and Lifted Up,” based on John 12:32. 
The Report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 
The Rev. J. E. Hoick presented the following report: 


HISTORIAN’S REPORT 


The records for the year 1946 indicate a “Banner year’ in our Synodical 
history. Liberated from the stifling limitations of the depression, and the priva- 
tions of destructive wartare, we have entered an era of unprecedented progress. 
A brief summary includes: 

1. Contributions for both local expenses and benevolent objects have 

reached an “all high.” 

2. Under the aggressive direction of the Home Mission Boards, both 
synodical and general, four new congregations have been organized 
and our boundaries have been extended to include the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

3. Recognizing the increasing importance of the Pacific Coast area, the 
Board of Publication is establishing a branch office in Los Angeles. 

4. We are about to see the realization of a vision, which has been fostered 
for a quarter of a century, in the acquisition and operation of the Cali- 
fornia Lutheran Home for the Aged. 

5. The Lutheran Welfare. Council of Southern California, under the ener- 
getic leadership of the Executive Secretary, Dr. Frederick A. Smith, has 
become firmly established, and the efforts of the cooperating bodies have 
become unified, and better publicity is being secured. The Lutheran 
Welfare Council of Northern California, with Headquarters in San 
Francisco, started work in August, 1946. Its program is concerned with 
Family Welfare, Institutional ministry, personal problems, etc. Its three 
staff workers include: an Executive Director, an Institutional Chaplain, 
and a Social Welfare Worker. Branch offices are located in San Fran- 
cisco, Oakland and Sacramento. : 

6. For the increased attendance at the services of the sanctuary, for the 
dedication of the new churches, for the beautification of other houses of 
worship, and for the accelerated pace which is to be noted in the work 
of the church, we thank God and take courage. 

In conclusion, the Historian recommends that each pastor enter upon the 


Church Records, a statement of the important events which have taken place 
during the year in his congregation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. E. HOICK, Histori 
The Report was adopted. istorian 
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The Rev. Arthur Alm presented the following report: 
LUTHERAN CAMP REPORT FOR 1946 


Once again under adverse conditions the California Lutheran Camp was 
opened to the young people of the churches. The attendance was not as large 
as we had anticipated, but all had a fine time under the able leadership of 
several of our pastors. The appreciation of the chairman of the committee is 
extended to all those who in any way helped with the camping program. 

An increase in the camping fee was necessary for the first time. 


A well rounded program of study, crafts, outdoor sports and other activities 
helped make it a fine camp. 

There is still a tremendous need in California, especially in the Southern 
Conference, for a larger camping program; one which will include the younger 
folks, as well as the older ones whom we were unable to accomodate. A camp- 
ing schedule for a whole month would not be too much to look forward to. 

It is your committee’s opinion that something should be done about the 
location of the camp. Either it should be improved considerably or an entire new 
location should be secured. Locations are available and can be developed into 
something that will fit our needs much better. 

Your committee offers the following recommendations: 

1. That the whole camping program be carefully studied; particular 

emphasis being placed upon the site of the camp. 

2. That the program be made more inclusive of other ages beyond those 

who, at present, can be accomodated. 


3. That all the pastors enter into the program with their own young people. 


Respectfully submitted, 
The Camp Committee 
ARTHUR W. ALM 


CHARLES SMITH 

The Report was adopted. 

The Committee was instructed to make a study as outlined in the recom- 
mendations included in the report. 

The Supplementary Report of the Executive Committee was brought up 
for reconsideration. 

Item 8 was adopted. 

Item 9 was referred to the Executive Committee for further study. 


The Rev. Philip W. Bergstresser presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
The Officers of the Northern Conference elected at the regular meeting are: 


Gaver JBenp TSI Beau) Ubvopaatsy Cs ats oe pels eh ae ee ee President 
Dr. J. George Dorrn.an------a2 ene anna anes cee enc eececenec tenn nec enetenmenenetneencmecsnsencetenee Vice-President 
The Rev. Philip W. Bergstresser .._.---------------------------—---n nee Secretary 
Mr. Franz Jensem...---.---------------2--c-neceneceenee cece cnee cen ceeeeeceneneneeccennnennnenensannanensncnnammanna Treasurer 


Respectfully submitted, 
PHILIP W. BERGSTRESSER, 
Secretary of Northern Conference 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. Charles P. Smith presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
The Southern Conference convened at 1:40 P.M., January 29, 1947. 


Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the secretary was instructed 
to cast a unanimous ballot for the re-election of the officers of the Conference 
for another year. The secretary then cast a ballot for the following: 
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The Rev. Albert Schwertz.....- ee President 


The Rev. Robert Kerstetter 2 ---—.----<=s-2b sas Vice-President 
The Rev. Charles®P; Smith ee Secretary 
The Rev:.cArthur: Alm 259502 2 oe ae Treasurer 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES P. SMITH, Secretary 
The Report was adopted. : 


Mr. Robert Inslee presented the following report: 


REPORT OF MEETING OF LAY DELEGATES TO THE 
CONVENTION OF SYNOD 


At the meeting of Lay Delegates to the Convention of Synod on Wednesday, 
January 28, 1947, 11:45 A.M., unanimous action was taken to present the follow- 
ing to the Convention. 

It is recommended that the first busines session of the Synodical Conven- 
tion be set aside for a laymen’s meeting for the purpose of welcoming the lay 
delegates and acquainting them with the work of Synod; such meeting to be 
conducted by the lay members of the Executive Committee. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ROBERT RAY INSLEE, Chairman 
The Report was adopted. 


The following visitors were presented to the Convention: The Rev. Clarence 
Johnson, Pastor of the Lutheran Service Center in Hollywood, California; the 
Rev. George E. Moeller, Pastor of the Lutheran Service Center in San Diego; 
and the Rev. Elmer Johnson, Editor of the “Western Lutheran.” 


The motion prevailed that the Executive Committee be instructed to give 
consideration to our relationship with the “Western Lutheran.” 


The Rev. Albert B. Schweriz presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE OF SYNOD 


By the grace of God and the assistance of His able servants in His most 
Holy Church, your committee can report another year of growth physically, 
numerically and, we pray, spiritually in the mission fields assigned to our care. 
Six congregations will present themselves for admission to our Synod at this 
convention. We welcome them in the name of our blessed Lord and ever pray 
that they shall always be faithful to Him and to His work which He has given 
His Church to perform. 


The Salem United Ev. Lutheran Church, of Whittier, California, the Rev. 
David Robison, the Board Missionary pastor, was organized by Board Mission- 
ary Paul Gerberding on Ash Wednesday, March 6, 1946. The congregation is 
worshipping in a hall in Whittier at present, but has received C.P.A. approval 
for the erection of a modest church edifice and parish house on its sizeable and 
well-located church site . 


The Luther Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church, of Burbank, California, the 
Rev. L. A. Failing, Board Missionary and organizer, was formally brought into 
being as a congregation on September 22, 1946 at the Women's Club House, in 
Burbank, where the congregation continues to worship. Plans are under way 
for the erection of a Church and Sunday School building on the mission’‘s 
property located in the northwest area of the City. 


The St. James Ev. Lutheran Church, of Richmond, California (Richmond 
Annex), the Rev. Fred Bartelt, Board Missionary and organizer, was born Advent 
Sunday, December 1, 1946. The congregation is worshipping at present in a 


hall in the area, but is looking forward to the erection of its new building on 
the mission's property in the Annex. 
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St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea Ev. Lutheran Church, of San Diego (Ocean Beach), 
California, was formally organized on Sunday, December 8, 1946, with the Rev. 
Earl Johnson as Board Missionary organizer. This congregation is, likewise, 
worshipping in a Women’s Club House, but is making plans for the erection 
of a beautiful structure at Sunset Cliffs overlooking the Pacific Ocean. The 
original church site lot was donated by one of the charter members, Mr. John 
A. Titlow. Another lot was given by a member of the First Ev. Lutheran Church, 
of Glendale, California, Miss Ruth Aus. For both of these contributions, your 
Committee expresses gratitude. 


Under the direction of your Committee, the boundaries of Synod have been 
expanded to cover the Hawaiian Islands, where two congregations have been 
planted under the pastoral leadership of the Reverends Hans Isenberg, Paul 
Richter and Arthur Hormann, Ph.D., and the lay leadership of Mr. Paul Isenberg, 
the Master-Planter of the Islands, Mrs. Dora Isenberg, his daughter ond the 
widow of the Rev. Hans Isenberg and Mr. H. Rohrig, the president of the 
Lutheran Church of Honolulu. 


Your Committee is happy to present these two. congregations of the Islands: 
The Lutheran Church of Honolulu, the Rev. H. Edward Hamme, pastor, and The 
Lutheran Church of Lihue, the Rev. Arthur Hormann, Ph.D., pastor. Both congre- 
gations have their own church buildings, as well as other properties. 


Besides the organized missions, five missions are in the process of organi- 
zation: Los Angeles (Loyola Village), California, the Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, 
Board Missionary; Long Beach (Lakewood City), California, the Rev. Louis 
Mertz, Board. Missionary; San Diego (Pacific Beach) California, the Rev. Quen- 
tin Garman, Board Missionary; El Monte, California, the Rev. Willis Forsyth, 
Board Missionary; and Pomona, California, the Rev. Paul Gerberding, Board 
Missionary. At this latter field, a sizeable property and a chapel have been 
donated to the new mission by Mr. and Mrs. Nickerson, members of Grace Ev. 
Lutheran Church, of Alhambra, California. Your Committee is grateful for this 
donation. 


Plans are being formulated for the occupation of several other fields in 
California, Nevada, Arizona and the Hawaiian Islands. Surveys have been 
made in most of these and approval has been given both by the Lutheran 
Regional Home Mission Committees and the Board of American Missions. 


The following congregations have received assistance through the Board 
of American Missions upon the recommendation of your Committee: St. Paul's 
Los Angeles, renewal of Church Extension Loan $2,875.00; parsonage loan, 
$6,500.00 (Commercial Loan $5,000.00); First, San Diego, $8,500.00 for church 
property and $8,500.00 for parsonage; Altadena for Church furnishings $375.00; 
Faith, Long Beach (grant) $125.00 for Building; Faith, Phoenix, for construction 
of new church building and parsonage $32,000.00, loan and grant $1,000.00; 
Luther, Burbank, for a parsonage, $6,0000.00 (Commercial Loan $4,500.00), and 
for church property $4,500.00, St. James (Richmond Annex), Richmond, for par- 
sonage, $5,000.00 (Commercial Loan $3,500.00) and for church property $3,600.00; 
St. Peter’s, San Diego (Ocean Beach), for parsonage $8,500.00 and for property, 
$2,500.00; Honolulu, T. H., for parsonage $14,500.00; Our Saviour's, Tucson, 
(grant) $150 for church plans; Grace, Santa Barbara, (grant) $200.00 for build- 
ing repairs; St. Andrew's, San Mateo, for parsonage, $8,000.00; Grace, Culver 
City, for construction of new building, $16,750.00 loan, $2,115.00 grant, (Com- 
mercial Loan $9,000.00); Mission (Pacific Beach), San Diego, for parsonage, 
$6,500.00 (Commercial Loan $5,000.00), and for church property and building, 
$16,500.00; St. Paul's, Sacramento, for parsonage $7,200.00, and for plans (grant) 
$650.00; Mission, Los Angeles (Loyola Village), for parsonage $6,500.00 (Com- 
mercial Loan $4,000.00), and for church property $6,200.00; Mission, Pomona, for 
parsonage $6,500.00 (Commercial Loan $4,000.00); Holy Trinity, Inglewood, for 
church property $13,000.00; Salem, Whittier, $150 (grant). 


i tionary conditions, the Board of American Missions has 
Saran ethene salary adjustment on 1946 missionaries’ salary grants 
from the Board of 15% and a like adjustment for 1947 above the following 
grants approved both by the Committee and the Board: Altadena, $1,680.00; 
Grace, Culver City, $1800; Holy Trinity, Inglewood, $1,260.00; Faith, Long Beach, 
$1,800.00; Faith, Phoenix, $1,680.00; St. Paul's, Sacramento, $1,800.00; Temple, 
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San Francisco, $900.00; St. Andrew's, San Mateo, $1,500.00; Grace, Santa Bar- 
bara, $960.00; Our Saviour’s, Tucson, $2,400.00. 


The Committee congratulates the St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Oakland, 
in attaining self-support as to salary, and St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Sanger; First Ev. Lutheran Church, Fresno; Bethany, Los Angeles, and Grace 
Ev. Lutheran Church, San Jose, in becoming fully self-supporting by paying 
their Church Extension loans to the Board in full. 


Missions other than those listed above with church extension loans are: St. 
Michael's, Berkeley; Advent, Los Angeles; St. John’s, Oakland; First, San Ber- 
nardino; St. Paul's, Santa Monica. 


The Rev. Joseph Peterson, having received a call from Trinity Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Canon City, Colorado, resigned his pastorate of St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Vallejo, California, to which congregation Board Missionary Glen Bals- 
ley was assigned, beginning his ministry on December 1, 1946. 


Another Board Missionary in addition to those listed in this report is the 
Rev. Dwight L. Miley, First, San Francisco. It is anticipated that this congrega- 
tion will extend a call shortly to Pastor Miley. Under his leadership, a parson- 
age has been purchased and plans formulated for a new church edifice. 


During the year, the following Board Missionaries have been called to 
pastorates in Synod: the Rev. Frederick K. Wentz, Grace, Culver City, Calli- 
fornia; the Rev. Theodore A. Youngquist, St. Paul's, Sacramento; the Rev. Titus 
Scholl, Our Saviour’s, Tucson. The Rev. Paul Keck resigned the pastorate of St. 
Paul's, Sacramento, to accept a call to First, Redlands, a self-supporting congre- 
gation of Synod. 


In the erection of the beautiful edifice of Westwood Village, Los Angeles, 
your Committee recommended that Synod extend a loan of $2,000.00, which has 
been done by the Executive Committee of Synod. 


We rejoice with Faith, Phoenix, Arizona, in the completion of its new 
church, parish house and parsonage. This was the only mission congregation 
able to build in Synod, other than Westwood Village, due to governmental 
regulations C. P. A. permits to build have now been received by Grace, Culver 
City and our new mission at Loyola Village, Los Angeles, and Whittier, Cali- 
fornia. 


Your Committee has representation on the two Lutheran Regional Home 
Mission Committees of the National Lutheran Council. On the San Francisco 
Committee, the Rev. H. Paul Romeis and the president of Synod are our repre- 
sentatives. On the Los Angeles Committee, the Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., 
and the president of Synod serve. On this latter Committee, the Rev. Erwin A. 
Vosseler served during the illness of Dr. Anspach. 


At the recent meeting of the United Lutheran Church, in Cleveland, the 


president of Synod was elected to membership on the Board of American 
Missions. 


With the assistance of the Board of American Missions, a mission pastors’ 
summer school was held during the latter part of August at the Lutheran Camp 
in the San Bernardino Mountains. All but two of our mission pastors were 
present either at this camp or the Lake Wawasee Camp of the Board. A large 
number of the other pastors of Synod were in attendance. Your Committee is 
grateful for the services rendered as teachers by the Rev. Arthur M. Knudsen, 
D.D., and the Rev. Dwight H. Shelhart. The Rev. Edward N. Spirer and a group 
from North Hollywood, took charge of all of the meals, while the Rev. J. 
Benner Weaver was chairman of the camp. An expression of gratitude is offered 
to these and all others who assisted. Plans are being formulated for a Board 
of American Missions Summer School at Mt. Hermon during the summer of 1947. 


The missionary work of Synod could not be carried on were it not for the 
assistance of the Board of American Missions both in finances and leadership. 
Your Committee wishes to thank the Board and the staff of the Board, especially 
the Rev. Zenan M. Corbe, Executive Secretary of the Board; the Rev. Paul A. 
Kirsch, D.D., Assistant Executive Secretary; the Rev. Arthur M. Knudsen, D.D., 
Secretary of English Missions; the Rev. Karl Henry, S.T.M., Secretary of Rural 


Work and Survey and Research, and Mr. Elwood L. Bowman, Secretary of 
Church Extension. 
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Likewise, the officers of the United Lutheran Church in America have aided 
our work materially, especially President Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., who directed 
the program which brought the Hawaiian churches into Synod. Dr. Clarence 
Stoughton and Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, who assisted in the stewardship program 
of our missions, as well as the other congregations of Synod. 

During the past year the Synodical Women's Missionary Society, under the 
presidency of Mrs. P. J. Kramer, has raised over $3,000.00 for our synodical 
missionary work. The officers of the synodical society, as well as the members 
and officers of the two conferences deserve a great deal of credit for this 
magnificent gift to the Synod for the extension of the kingdom. 

A number of local congregations continue to assist the mission. Among 
these, the work of Advent, Los Angeles, must be mentioned. This congregation 
is supplying a parish register to each mission organized in Synod. For all of 
these contributions the Synod is grateful. 


All of the members of your Committee have served faithfully and well. 


Your Committee recommends: 

1. That during the convention the Chaplain be asked to pray a special 
prayer of thanksgiving for the blessings of Almighty God given to our 
mission work. 

2. That the secretary of Synod be instructed to write a letter of apprecia- 
tion to the Board of American Missions; the executive secretary of the 
Board for his and the help of all other staff members; the President of 
the United Lutheran Church in America; Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton;. Dr. 
Charles B. Foelsch and Mrs. P. J. Kramer. 

3. That our representative to the synodical convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society be instructed to express the appreciation of Synod 
for the work of the Synodical Society for the Synodical Special Appeal 
of the Society for funds for our missions. 

4. That the secretary of Synod be instructed to write a letier of apprecia- 
tion to the Women’s Missionary Society of the U. L. C. A. for its assist- 
ance through the Board of American Missions of a number of missions 
of Synod. 

5. That Synod express, by a rising vote, the appreciation of the church for 
Board Missionary Organizers, the Rev. Paul Gerberding, the Rev. Earl 
Johnson, the Rev. L. A. Failing and the Rev. Fred Bartelt. 

6. That Synod take action favoring the continuance of our missionary 
program. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Home Mission Committee 


THE. REV. JAMES P. BEASOM, 
Chairman 


THE REV. ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, 
Secretary 


The Report was adopted by a rising vote. 


The Rev. J. P. Beasom presented the following: 


SUGGESTIONS FOR BOARD MISSIONARIES AND MISSION PASTORS 
SERVING ON THE TERRITORY OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Relationships: 


. All mission pastors and Board missionaries serving on the territory of the 
California Synod are serving under the jurisdiction of the Home Mission 
Committee of Synod. All matters to be presented to the Board of American 
Missions of the United Lutheran Church in America, must have the approval 


of this Committee. 
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2: 


3. 


When correspondence relative to the parish work is carried on, either with 
the Board of American Missions or a member of the Staff of the Board, a 
copy of such correspondence should be sent to the Chairman of the Home 
Mission Committee of Synod (the President of Synod). 

All requests for aid or counsel from a mission congregation or a mission 
pastor should be directed to the Home Mission Committee of Synod. 


Reports: 


il 


Board Missionaries engaged in the development of new, unorganized congre- 
gations are expected to make monthly reports to the Chairman of the Home 
Missions of Synod, copies of which must be sent to the Executive Secretary 
of the Board of American Missions (Dr. Zenan M. Corbe) and to the Secre- 
tary of English Missions (Dr. Arthur M. Knudsen). 


Bourd missionaries and mission pastors of organized congregations are 
required to make quarterly reports, sending one copy of the report to the 
Chairman of the Synodical Committee of Home Missions, one copy to the 
Executive Secretary of the Board of American Missions (Dr. Zenan M. 
Corbe), one copy to the Secretary of English Missions of the Board of 
American Missions (Dr. Arthur M. Knudsen), and, if the mission is supported 
by the Women’s Missionary Society, one copy shall be sent to the Executive 
Secretary of the Women’s Missionary Society (Miss Nona Diehl), 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Applications: 


de 


Congregations seeking salary aid should apply for such aid on forms fur- 
nished for that purpose and submitted to the Home Mission Committee of 
Synod by the tenth of September of the year preceding the time when the 
aid is desired; four copies of the application shall be sent to the office of the 
President of Synod. 


Pastors seeking salary aid must send to the office of the President of Synod 
by December 10 preceding the year for which aid is requested: three copies 
of the annual budget of the congregation for the new year, one copy of the 
contributor’s list for the new year, and, if a pastor was called during the 
year, a copy of the call. 

Congregations seeking loans or grants from the Board of American Missions 
of any type should send to the President of Synod, three copies of the 
Sane form desired. Such forms will be furnished by the president's 
office. 


Organization of Congregations: 


1s 


Px 


Fields for occupancy must first have the approval of the Regional Lutheran 
Home Mission Committee. 
The field shall be surveyed under the direction of the Division of Survey and 


Research of the Board of American Missions and shall have the approval of 
the Board before occupancy. 


The Board Missionary assigned to the field shall make pastoral calls upon 
the unchurched of the community listed in the survey as well as on all other 
prospects he may discover. 


Invitations to charter membership should be presented to the prospects in 
such a manner that the prospects are not expected or able to give a nega- 
tive reply. (Example: “We are planning to organize a United Lutheran 
Church in this community and we would be happy to have you as one of 
of our charter members.”) 

It is suggested that charter membership cards be used with the following 
wording: “Believing in the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour, I seek 
charter membership in the United Lutheran Church of. io. -e cee eee, 
Sigried:: Se 2a8 as tee eel ee ee =, Address: 52. ee 


Dict se 22 se ae 


After twenty-five or more have signified their interest in a mission congre- 
gation, either by a verbal statement or by the signing of a charter member- 
ship card, the Board missionary should ask six men, if possible, from those 
who have signed charter membership cards, to act as a temporary organi- 
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zation committee. This temporary organization committee, with the pastor, 
should meet with the President of Synod to arrange for worship services, 
and to plan for the purchase of property. 


Fifty Common Service Books are furnished the new mission gratis by the 
Board of American Missions; Sunday School literature is furnished gratis for 
six months by the Board of Publications. A Parish Register is furnished gratis 
by the Advent Lutheran Church of Los Angeles, California; chairs and piano 
may be furnished gratis either through the Home Mission Committee of 
Synod or the Women’s Missionary Society. Application for all of the above 
should be made through the President of Synod. 


After services have been held for at least three months and after fifty or 
more adults have signed charter membership cards, the congregation may 
request the Board of American Missions through the office of the Secretary 
of English Missions for permission to organize. 

The organization of congregations should include the following require- 
ments: 

(a) Applications for membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 

California. 


(b) The model constitution of the congregation should be accepted as the 
constitution of the congregation with the blank spaces in the model 
constitution filled in with the approval of the congregation. 


(c) The congregation should apply for incorporation as a non-profit religious 
corporation of the state, so that properyt may be held in the name of the 
new congregation. 


(d) It is recommended that the Treasurer of the new congregation be 
bonded. : 


10.- Mission congregations when seeking salary aid from the Board of American 


Missions should plan to attain self-support within ten years. Mission congre- 
gations desiring to add to the support of their pastors may do so without 
jeopardizing the support granted by the Board of American Missions. 


Buildings: 


i 


Mission congregations seeking to erect church edifices should fill out a 
form entitled “Loan-Consiruction for Preliminary Study” which will be sup- 
plied by the office of the President of Synod. If the mission congregation 
desires to use a local architect, two copies of the preliminary plans (white 
prints) must be sent to the U.L.C.A. Committee on Church Architecture, 
and one copy to the Secretary of Church Extension through the office of the 
President of Synod. Approval of these plans must be given by the U.L.C.A. 
Committee on Church Architecture as well as by the Secretary of Church 
Extension of the Board of American Missions. 


Congregations seeking to use a design from the Architectural Portfolio of the 
Board of American Missions may apply for such services through the Presi- 
dent of Synod. Such plans, if used without change, need not be sent to the 
U. L. C. A. Committee on Church Architecture for approval, since said plans 
have been previously submitted to the U. L. C. A. Committee. 


After construction plans and specifications have been approved, the mission 
congregation should seek a construction contract or estimate on construc- 
tion. When this is obtained, three copies of “Loan-Construction”’ form 
shall be filed with the President of Synod for approval of the Board of 
American Missions. When approval is obtained, construction may begin, if 
the congregation has met all of the financial agreements for construction, 
and has approved all agreements and authorized all necessary papers per- 
taining thereto. 

Congregations desiring to purchase property upon which to erect a church 
edifice should consult the Board of American Missions and the President of 
Synod before making any commitments. (The same procedure should be 
followed when requesting funds for parsonages). 


In Conclusion: 
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When issues arise not listed in the suggestions above, the mission pastor 
or congregation should request a conference with the President of Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES PRINCE BEASOM 


The motion prevailed that the report be adopted with the recommendation 
that it be printed and distributed to all Board Missionaries of the Synod. 

The motion prevailed that the matter presented tosthe President of Synod 
concerning an individual be referred without comment to a special committee 
for consideration. 

Dr. Armin G. Weng addressed the Convention on “Developments in the 
Lutheran Church throughout the World.” 

At 4:30 P.M. the delegates were conducted on a tour through the New 
Home for the Aged, located in Alhambra, California. 

The Convention Vespers were held in Hollywood Lutheran Church at 8:00 
P.M. under the auspices of the Brotherhood of the Southern Conference, with 
the following participants: Liturgists: The Rev. Carl V. Tambert and the Rev. 
Theodore A. Youngquist; Homilist: the Rev. Armin G. Weng, Ph.D., President 
of the Illinois Synod. Mr. F. J. Bowman, president of the Southern Conference 
Brotherhood introduced the speaker. Special music was furnished by the choir 
of First Lutheran Church, Glendale, California. 


SIXTH SESSION 


Hollywood, California, January 30, 1947 


The Sixth Session was opened on Thursday morning at 9:00 A.M. with 
devotions by the Chaplain on the theme, “Show me the Christian man.” 

The minutes of the Fourth and Fifth Sessions were approved. 

The Report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 


Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE CLAIMS COMMITTEE 


Claims Committee approves the following claims for transportation to the 
Synodical Convention: 


Harold S: Hansen... $ 5.00 Auqusits Clauses ee samen 10.36 
La AY OUNG CLUS tree ee oe 28.09 Bernhard Steinhauer —......... 10.36 
Wieland Lo okinner. ne == 42.18 Johns Bitter severe eee 10.36 
Roberto. homeiss= ee 28.24 Hennensiucase. = 2 re 18.19 
PauleH. Wolpert 34.24 Eldon@h.2 Millers essen 26.02 
Men, seoncr dine eee eee tas 42.50 jo. Georges Dorm = ae 26.02 
Gilbert G7 Pape 2 32.98 ba Daler Glick ete eee 26.02 
RC kimndten 2 =e eee 13.69 Milws® Wit Bonkers = ae S00 
HeabeclekRomeis soe nees 27.00 George H. Soivig._.. 15.00 
GleniO;Balsley= = ee 13.69 EG As Vosseler x: Serene eee 6.50 
Gerald H. VaVerka............-..----- 34.44 Earljelohnson ge =e 4.65 
ie A. Dyijensen 2 ees Soe 25.65 ArthursWip Alm 2 see eee 25 
Philip W. Bergstresser..............-. 13.69 S, C.> Clemensent = 9 9275 
Mrs. Leon S. Aurich. 13.69 Dwight. bs Miley.=.=.5 sees 13.69 
HmiGas ind’s ctysseetec ee on eee 30.00 Quentin =P Garmen yee 4.65 
CarlsGw Anderson ==: ae 30.00 George A: Spindt == = 4.25 
Arthur L. Hansen. 34.25. Mrs. K. Kley uss Tae aig 
Claus’ Ci; Nissen a0 a oe 13.69 Elsie E. Schroeder... 5.00 
Harold J. Lorimer... 13.69 [sb eSybirudasts eet we 10.00 
- c eh ae ti ee eee ee ae Hugo Libway yim 5k Ok ae Sees 
. Edwar ammes he eee : Ge i 
CharlesS Ay Miley.) 10.36 lcd nasi Stiga 5 
[EotStiey lol bavsioleuen se ee 13.50 Total-:2o-. =) 2 See $882.04 


The Claims Committee 


HENRY SCHERER 
WM. B. SCHEEHL 


GEOR 
The Report was adopted. CARL i SELL 
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The Rev. Carl Miller presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINUTES OF SYNOD 


We believe the Minutes of Synod to be accurately recorded in the “Pro- 
ceedings of the Fifty-fifth Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of California’ (1946). 


We recommend that the Executive Committee, or the Committee in question, 
consider the possibility and advisability of condensing the reports to useful 
essentials before publication. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THE COMMITTEE ON MINUTES.OF SYNOD 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. Clifford B. Holland presented: 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


I. That the following procedures be mimeographed and copies given to 
each student preparing for full-time Christian service. 
1. The student through his Pastor shall contact the chairman of the 
Education Committee. 
2. The student shall fill in the necessary forms and return them to the 
committee as soon as possible. 
3. The student shall arrange for an interview with some member of 
the Committee, or an appointed representative. ‘ 
4. Financial aid will be granted according to need up to $250.00 per 
year. Those receiving aid must fill in and sign a promissory note 
and return it to the chairman of the Committee. 
5. Students preparing for full-time Christian service at a Lutheran 
School will have their railway coach fare reimbursed when a writ- 
ten request is addressed to the Chairman of the Committee, if all 
forms have been returned. 
Il. Financial aid received by each student shall be listed in the Annual 
Report of the Committee. 
III. No aid shall be granted any student who has lower than a two point 
grade average, allowing a grace period of one semester. 


Submitted by the Committee 
The motion prevailed that these recommendations be adopted. 


The Rev. Charles P. Smith presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 


During the past year the work of the Committee has been confined in 
large part to individual consultations with pastors and church musicians. A 
number of churches have consulted on various problems connected with church 
music. 

Prior to the Christmas holiday season the Chairman of the Committee 
circulated, through courtesy of the department of church music of the Church 
Federation of Los Angeles, a list of selected anthems recommended by the 
director of the department. 

The Committee expects to circulate further lists of suggestions in the future, 
from this and other sources. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Committee, 
CHARLES P. SMITH, Chairman 


The Report was adopted. 
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The following report was presented by the Rev. Robert J. Marshall: 


REPORT OF DELEGATES TO THE ULCA CONVENTION 


Nine delegates and one alternate from the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California attended the Fifteenth Biennial Convention of the United Lutheran 
Church in America at Cleveland, Ohio, October 5-11, 1946. 

This was the first convention of the church at which the new president, Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, presided. During the sessions, Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz was 
elected to succeed Dr. Walton H. Greever as secretary. 

The convention approved the selection of hymns for the new hymnal being 
prepared by the Common Service Book Committee in cooperation with repre- 
sentatives from other national Lutheran bodies, and authorized continuance of 
the work including discussions on the liturgy. The Executive Board is to develop 
plans for creating a new Bureau of Church Architecture. 


Pension plans received lengthy consideration. Delegates realized the need 
for supplemental subsidies to pastors now receiving pensions under the non- 
contributory plan. In allocating apportionment funds, an additional $175 per 
year will be paid each pensioner. Those who become eligible for pensions 
after November 1, 1947, will receive these supplementary subsidies only if 
they have previously joined the Contributory Pension Plan. Equalization of 
payments to be made under the Contributory Pension Plan was rejected. By 
an addition to the By-laws under which the Contributory Plan operates, any 
change in a contract will be impossible without the consent of the holder. To 
supervise the enlarging funds of the Pension Board, an increase of staff will 
include an investment clerk. 

Approval was given the new constitution of the Lutheran World Federation. 
Again and again the urgency of appeals for Lutheran World Action and Luth- 
eran World Relief, Inc., received emphasis. 

The Church adopted the recommended budget for $2,750,000 for 1947, but 
increased the recommended budget for 1948 to $3,000,000. Delegates also voted 
to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the ULC in 1948 by attempting to raise 
the apportionment goal for that year by 200%. 

Several amendments to the ULC constitution were voted to be presented 
to the synods for approval, These amendments would effect the following 
changes: 

1. No one over 68 could be elected to an office of the ULC. 

2. Members of the executive staffs of boards and agencies would be 
required to retire at 68. 

3. Nominations for members of boards and agencies to be elected at a 
convention, would be made by a committee of 19 appointed 90 days 
before the convention. Proposals for nominations could be made by 
delegates from the synods. The list of nominees would be published 
for the delegates in advance of the convention. 

4. The ULC would be empowered to participate in establishing a 
graduate theological seminary. 

A significant action encourages members of the ULC everywhere to unite 
in prayer at 7 P.M. each day. The secretary of the church is to publish prayer 
objectives each month. 
: Respectfully submitted, 


The Delegation 
The amendments were adopted seriatim. ; 


The report as a whole was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the funds in the Special Fund for a Youth Worker 


be kept intact for the purpose it was given unless otherwise directed by the 
congregations which gave them. . 


Mr. FP. J. Bowman presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


Another glorious year has passed in the service of God in which the 
congregations of Synod gave freely and liberally not only to the regular benev- 
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olence apportionment, but also to the special benevolent appeals of the 
U.L.C.A. and Synod. Once more we are a 100% Synod. Our apportionment 
receipts, as will be noted by the treasurer's report, have passed that goal for 
another year. Moreover, we have met and surpassed our two-year goal for 
Lutheran World Action in one year. Every congregation and every pastor is to 
be commended for this fine cooperation. 


During the year, Dr. Clarence Stoughton visited the territory of Synod, 
making a large number of stewardship addresses to congregations and groups 
of church councilmen. Toward the end of the year, we were blessed by the 
presence on our territory of Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, who spoke to a number of 
congregations and groups on stewardship throughout Synod. Your committee 
would like to thank both of these leaders of our Church. 

The Lutheran Laymen’s Movement once more furnished free literature for 
distribution for our every member visitations. We are grateful for this gift. A 
few pastors failed to order this material. Your committee urges every congre- 
gation to avail itself of this contribution during 1947 and asks that a visitation 
be scheduled in each church throughout Synod. 

The apportionment should always be understood as the minimum goal of 
the church to carry out the commands of our blessed Lord. Each congregation 
is not only asked to meet this minimum quota, but to go the second mile. 
During the year 1948, the U. L. C. A. will celebrate its thirtieth anniversary. As 
an anniversary appeal for the advance program of the church, each congrega- 
tion is asked to double its apportionment. Your committee recommends that 
congregations begin this year by placing a higher goal of 150% benevolence. 


Respectfully submitted, 


F. J. BOWMAN, Chairman 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. J. George Dorn presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 


An Advertising and Publicity Program for Your Church 


Planned advertising and public relations offer an opportunity which many 
churches are capitalizing upon today. Perhaps your church is using both of these 
aids. If not, this article may be of help. 

First, it is well to define clearly the meaning of advertising as against 
publicity, and thus keep the two in proper relationship. 

“Advertising is paid space in accepted media—space containing copy 
which contemplates inducing an estimated number of people to take certain 
calculated action.” This may sound like a long description. It is important, 
however, so please read it again. 


WHAT IS PUBLICITY? 


Most editors dislike the term “publicity.” They prefer to call their stories 
“news.” This is an important difference to bear in mind. When you send in 
information that you hope your local newspaper will print, do your very best 
to give it a news slant. Put in the names and addresses of as many people 
as possible. Refer to coming events and see that your editor has the informa- 
tion in sufficient time. Moreover, do not feel too badly if your story fails to 
appear in print. After all, the editor must be the judge of what is to comprise 


the news for the day or for the week. 
WHAT TYPE OF ADS OR PUBLICITY? 

Most churches spend little or nothing for advertising and publicity. Your 
Synodical Public Relations Committee hopes that during the coming year you 
will consider a small appropriation for advertising purposes. 

Even if no appropriation is available, do something about sending in news 


stories every week. Don't pass up the opportunity that awaits you for free news 
space in mt local newspapers. You'll find your local editors and publishers 
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anxious to cooperate. They will welcome brief stories about your organization 
doings, weddings, christenings, famous visitors, womens or mens meetings, 
anniversaries of this or that, trips by the pastor or other of your official family 
—in short, happenings that make NEWS for your papers. Send along pictures 
when you can, or mats or cuts if available. Don’t be too backward about offer- 
ing these news stories. You'll find it pays to let people know that your church 
is a live organization. 


PUT SOMEONE IN CHARGE 


Someone should be appointed to look after advertising and publicity. If 
there is a church secretary, he or she is a natural one to assume responsibility 
under the pastor and perhaps with help of a Public Relations Committee. 


In most cases, the church will have the young man or woman who is taking 
journalism or advertising in school. Such an individual will be very helpful if 
there is no church secretary. However, someone should be appointed to do the 
work. Don't let it be everybody's job. Many churches have a member of the 
church council who heads up a public relations committee. It is wise to have 
council and pastoral supervision over everything that goes out. Such a com- 
mittee can also set up policies regarding news and advertising to make sure 
that material conforms to the policies of the Synod and the local church. 


ADVERTISING PLANS 


Your advertising, too, is important enough to call for planning and 
budgeting. If you can’t afford to set aside money from current expenses try 
making it an organization project, perhaps for your Brotherhood or other men’s 
group. Put some businessman who advertises in charge and watch things hum. 
Such men know how important advertising is to most firms. 


SOME SUGGESTED STEPS 


1. At your next council or board meeting decide on what action to 
take in connection with advertising and publicity. 


2. Agree on who is to supervise and set the policies. 
3. Lay out a plan of action itemizing as many details as possible. 


4. Appoint some individual to be personally responsible for preparing 
and sending out stories as well as advertising material. Such work 
must necessarily be closely supervised by the pastor as head of the 
organization. 

5. Decide on some of the media you propose to use. If the local tele- 
phone book is to be used, (and we would place this No. 1 on the 
list), then decide on how much space you can afford. Likewise, you 
must find out when the classified telephone directory is printed. Try 
to use a small picture of your church together with some simple 
appeal inviting people to come, and suggesting reasons for so doing. 

: If newspapers are to be used, determine what space you will use and the 
kind of newspaper advertisements you will want. Some newspapers have a 
mat service enabling you to get some illustrated material. However, most such 
material is too large in size and not sufficiently specific for the average church. 
Write to the Associated Advertising Agency, 1151 South Broadway, Los Angeles 
15, California, as they have a group of mats suitable for the church advertising. 
You may find that you could use their mats to advantage. They will also be 
glad to help suggest other material suitable for local church advertising. 


6. Discuss whether or not it would pay to prepare a mimeographed or 
printed folder containing information about your church, some of its 
main advantages, facts about this organization, its synodical affilia- 
tions, and other facts that may interest prospective families. Many 
churches found that people like to “think it over" before making the 
final decision. Such a folder prepared on 81/2"x11" sheet and 


folded over once makes an impressive and interesting looking 
booklet. 


Agree on how much you will spend each month in paid space and 
how the money is to be raised. Consider what you plan to 
accomplish—in other words, set some goal. You may decide that 
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you want to gauge the results by the number of stories appearing 
in your papers, by the number of advertisements used during the 
year, by the increased interest and by the prestige it builds for 
your organization, or by some other measuring stick. In any case, 
set up a plan and stick to it for 12 months. ~ 


MISCELLANEOUS SUGGESTIONS 


In the normal advertising and news program for the local church, the 
newspaper is generally best. Obviously, your ad should appear in the tele- 
phone book, but outside of such classified space, the local newspaper reaches 
a given number of families and carries definite prestige for you. 

Radio and posters also have their place. If you contemplate a local radio 
program it would pay you to consult the president of your Synod. He will 
doubtless submit your problem to professional people available to him, or 
suggest certain policies that have proved successful elsewhere. 


SUMMARIZING 
Let us emphasize that your advertising and public relations has for its 
main purpose the goal of changing the attitude of prospective members. 
Such attitudes generally fall in one of the four classes. 
1. Antagonistic. 
2. Indifferent. 
3. Mildly interested. 
4. Enthusiastic. 


Obviously, you want all to become enthusiastic about you and your church. 
DANGER OR NEED 


In selling, you must make your “prospect” conscious of something you have 
to offer—make him feel the lack or danger in his present situation. In'so doing, 
you must first make them feel q need of something you can provide. Example: 
Would you live in a churchless community? 


WHAT DO YOU OFFER? 

Your “sales story” or big idea comes next. You offer a proposition with 
immediate benefits as well as far-reaching and long-lasting ones. Example: 
“He that believeth on the son hath everlasting life.” 

EMPHASIZE THE “BENEFITS” 


It pays also to dramatize how the reader or listener will profit from doing 
what you suggest. Perhaps you even offer some proof using some of the mar- 
velous assurances contained in The Book of Books. Example “If any man will 
do his work he shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God or whether I 


speak of myself.” 


ACT NOW 


Your final step is to urge immediate action, literally seeking them to “walk 
while ye have the light lest darkness come upon you.” Finally, you list your 
name, address and telephone number, using a good signature cut to make your 
advertisement distinctive. 

VALUABLE OFFER 

The Public Relaiions Committee of Synod has prepared an advertising and 
publicity questionnaire, to assist our churches in developing a program suited 
to local needs. If you will fill and return the questionnaire to the Committee, 
they will submit a complete plan designed to put advertising and publicity to 
work for you. There is no obligation involved for this professional counsel. Write 
to the Committee Chairman, P. O. Narveson, ASSOCIATED ADVERTISING 


AGENCY, INC., 1151 South Broadway, Los Angeles 15, California. 
Respectfully submitted, 
P. O, NARVESON, 
Committee Chairman 
The Report was adopted. 
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The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser presented the following report: 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


The attendance at the 56th Convention of Synod has been remarkably high. 


Only a few of the Pastors have been absent and their absences have been 
occasioned by illness or advanced age. 


Letters requesting excuse for the absences have been received from most 
of the Brethren. And verbal explanations have been given by the others. 


Your Committee recommends that all absentees be excused and that 
special prayers be offered for those in ill health and advanced age, and that 
the Secretary be directed to write a letter to each of these men greeting them 
in the name of the Synod. 


We recommend that all Chaplains be excused. 


We commend the faithfulness with which all delegates to the Convention 
have attended the sessions. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THE COMMITTEE 
The Report was adopted. 


The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Your Resolutions Committee offers the following resolutions: 


1. Whereas we are deeply appreciative of the excellent hospitality extended 
us by the pastor, and members of Hollywood Lutheran Church in offering their 
church for the use of this convention, be it resolved that this body express its 
gratitude by a standing vote and that this resolution be presented to the 
congregation at a public service. 


2. Whereas we have been greatly inspired by the presence and messages 
of Dr. Armin George Weng, President of the Illinois Synod and official repre- 
sentative of the U.L.C.A. to Synod, and of Dr. Charles Puls, pastor of Luther 
Memorial Lutheran Church, Madison, Wisconsin, and President of the Alumni 
Association of Midland College, be it resolved that this body express its sincere 
thanks to them with a rising vote. 

38. Whereas Dr. William H. Greever has voluntarily retired as Secretary of 
the United Lutheran Church in America, be it resolved that this body express 
our sincere thanks to God for his years of faithful service and hereby record our 
appreciation and gratitude for his personal comradeship, brotherly love and 
delightful fellowship which have inspired us as a synod and our beloved 
United Lutheran Church in America. 


4. Whereas the Synod of California many years ago took action looking 
toward the establishment of a Theological Seminary at Berkeley, California, and 
Whereas there were factors which prevented its accomplishments, and 
Whereas the phenomenal increase of population, and the growth and 
expansion of the work of the Lutheran Church on the Pacific Coast 
demands the preparation of men for the Gospel ministry, 


Therefore be it resolved: 


—that the Synod reaffirm its intention to establish a Theological Semi- 
nary and/or a college in this area either by itself or in cooperation with 
other Lutheran bodies; and 

—that this intention be relayed to the Board of Education of the United 
Lutheran Church in America with the request that it investigate all pos- 
sibilities for this, and report to the Synod its findings and proposals; and 
—that the Executive Committee appoint a special committee to investi- 
gate these possibilities, the committee to act in cooperation with the 
Board of Education, said committee to report its findings to the Executive 
Committee of Synod, which is hereby authorized to make initial prepara- 


tions for its accomplishment either by itself or in cooperation with other 
Lutheran bodies. 
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5. Whereas the work of the Rev. August S. Claus and the Rev. Herman 
Lucas with prisoners of war and in the relief of the victims of war represents 
an outstanding and worthy service within our Synod, be it resolved that this 
body express its gratitude and commendation to them and commend that work 
to the hearts and hands of the people of the congregation of Synod. 


6. Whereas the levying of an excise tax on church organs has been termed 
indefensible by national leaders, be it resolved that this body wire the Hon. 
Harold Knutson, Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee of the Congress 
of the United States, urging the repeal of the excise tax on church organs. 


7. Whereas the Statisticians Conference of the U.L.C.A plans to meet in the 
first week of March so that attendance thereat would cost California's statisti- 
cian eleven days and two Sundays in Lent, be it resolved that this body petition 
the Secretary of the U.L.C.A to postpone the same until after Easter. 

8. Whereas the statistics compiled for the bulletin of convention represent 
much effort and are of wide interest and value, be it resolved that all the sta- 
tistical reports of the statistician in the bulletin of the 56th annual convention 
be included in the printed minutes of convenion to a maximum of three addi- 
tional printed pages selected by the statistician with the advice and consent of 
the Executive Committee. 

9. Be it resolved by this body that Sunday, June 1, 1947, be designated 
appropriate time for congregations to retire their service flags with appropriate 
services. 

10. Be it resolved that due to the increasing demands upon the President 
of Synod in the Home Missions Field of the Synod that the Congregations be 
urged to make fuller use of the Presidents of Conferences and that the President 
of Synod be called upon only in those cases of utmost importance in the 
congregational life of the several churches. - 

1l. Be it resolved that we express deep and humble gratitude to our Father 
God for the great material advancement and spiritual growth which He has 
granted this Synod throughout the past year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
FREDERICK K. WENTZ 
JOHN E. HOICK 
LLUS SCHOLE 


RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
The Report was adopted seriatim. 


The Rev. Edward N. Spirer presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF THE HOME FOR THE AGED 


Before making its report, your board would like to preface its remarks with 
a tribute to all who have in any manner or means assisted through the years 
in planning, working or giving for a synodical home for the aged. These laid 
the foundation upon which we build today, and to them must go much of the 
credit for that which now appears to be the reality of their vision. 

During the past year, your board bought two pieces of property. The first 
of these was a five acre tract in La Crescenta, among the beautiful Verdugo 
Hills, for ten thousand dollars ($10,000). This was done after an exhaustive 
survey, made by Mr. Henry Foster, for a parcel of ground which could be zoned 
for a home for the care of our older people. : 

While we were making plans for the erection of buildings on this newly 
purchased property, our attention was brought to_the Jebbia Estate in Alham- 
bra by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tapp, of Glendale, California. After a conference 
with Mr. Jebbia and many visitations to the estate, your board recommended 
to the executive committee of Synod the purchase of the property for seventy- 
five thousand dollars ($75,000) cash, provided the property could be zoned for 
a home for the aged. 

With less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) available and after 
much deliberation, your executive committee voted unanimously to purchase 
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the estate. Twenty-five thousand dollars was paid down upon the unanimous 
vote of the City Commission of Alhambra in zoning the property for us. The 
balance of the money was to be paid on or before January 1, 1947. 

No one will ever know the hours of prayer, thinking and working that went 
into the financing of the home the next months after the initial payment. One 
negative answer after another in our appeals for loans. Besides, the fire mar- 
shal of Alhambra, working under a recently accepted strict code, laid down a 
large number of requiremenis to bring the main building within the legal 
restrictions for homes for the aged in the city, even though the property was 
passed by the State marshal. Your officers were sorely tried. There were many 
doubts and questions that had to be answered. Everything was being done on 
faith; faith that God would show a way if this was His will. And then He did; 
by January 1, 1947, the final payment was made to Mr. Jebbia and the property 
was turned over to your board on January 6, 1947. 

The cost of the property and the anticipated expenses in bringing the 
property into usable condition for the operation of the home are: 


Cost Price to Synod of the Dominic Jebbia Estate... $75,000.00 


Antichodiedtcost: Of Te PCs ese ene eee 10,000.00 
Anticipcitececost Ob MUnMIS iin GSs:.ce er eee eee 10,000.00 
Hojo | Metis ats o_o RA WP a tee TaRSe Ue ie ane ea RUNS SB ARO $95,000.00 


It is anticipated that all of the above amount will be underwritten, or in 
cash by the time of the Convention of Synod. An expression of appreciation 
should be given to the following for gifts to the home: Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Noel, 
$1,000; Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tapp, $1,000; the Mary and Martha Society of 
First, Oakland, $500; a memorial from Dr. E. A. Trabert for his beloved wife, $25; 
a memorial from the Wieman family for Miss Elizabeth Miller, $125 and the 
Synodical W. M. S., $300. Many other gifts will be available after January 1, 
1947. 


There is, on the property, a twenty-five thousand dollar trust deed for five 
years, at 4°% interest, with the privilege of paying $5,000 on any interest date 
annually. Besides this amount, Synod has made the following loans; from the 
First English Lutheran Church, San Francisco, $10,000 at 3% interest; from Mr. 
R. Fray of Beverly Hills, $5,000 at 3% interest; and Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Noel, 
$2000 at 3% interest. 


The La Crescenta property has been sold for $10,000, $5,000 has been 
received in cash and the balance on a two-year trust deed at 5% interest, 
payable $2,500 annually. 


The Jebbia Estate was originally the mansion and estate of Mr. James J. 
Hill, and it consists of six and one half acres, upon which are located a 19 
room mansion, a 6 room gate house, a two car garage and utility building, a 
barbecue house, a paved tennis court, horse shoe pits, bowling course and 
many other interesting features. There are trees and shrubs of many varieties, 


Sha coo as rolling lawns. An appraisal of the property alone is in excess of 


As your board closes its report, it wishes to return thanks unto Almighty 
God who has made all of this possible, and it further wishes to place before 
Synod the appeal of the home both for the support of its regular budget and 
the retirement of its indebtedness. 

Respectfully submitted, 


The Board for the Home for the Aged 
The Report was adopted. 


Report of the Committee on The President's Report was presented by the 
Rev. J. Benner Weaver. It was adopted. 


The Supplementary Report of the Executive Committee was again brought 
up for consideration. The motion prevailed that the matter of an increase in 
the salary of the statistician be referred to the Executive Committee with the 
suggestion that the Committee give consideration to making a special grant to 
this officer for his past year’s work. 


The Report as a whole was adopted. 
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The motion prevailed that Dr. Hoick be permitted to make clear the infer- 
ence in the Constitution regarding the status of retired pastors. 

The motion prevailed that Article Four, Section Seven of the By-Laws of 
the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California be referred to 
the Committee on the Constitution for revision. : 

The following men were elected for 1947: 

Secretary—The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 
Treasurer—Mr. Carl A. Bell 
Statistician—The Rev. Henry Scherer 
Historian—The Rev. Edward J. Hoick, D.D. 
Archivist—The Rev. Edward J. Hoick, D.D. 

Executive Committee: 

Wm. B. Scheehl 
Fritz Noel 


Home Missions Committee: 
The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 
Fritz Bowman 

Midland College Trustee: 

The Rev. A. B. Schwertz 
Board for the Home for the Aged: 
The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl 

Mr. F. J. Bowman 


The Secretary of Synod presented the following report: 
MEETING OF THE MINISTERIUM 


The Ministerium of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California met on 
Wednesday, January 29th and Thursday, January 30th, 1947. The following 
actions were taken: 

The report of the Examining Committee was accepted. 

The following were approved for reception into Synod: 

The Rev. Theodore A. Youngquist 
The Rev. Elwood Schwenk 
The Rev. Edward Mattson 
The Rev. Louis Mertz 

The Rev. H. E. Hamme 
The Rev. W. J. Forsyth 
The Rev. F. Bartelt 

The Rev. Lloyd L. Jacobsen 
The Rev. Glen O. Balsley 
The Rev. David Robeson 
The Rev. Gerald Strickler 

Your Committee further recommends that the Rev. Arthur Hormann, Ph.D., 
the Rev. Quentin Garman and the Rev. Dwight L. Miley be received into Synod 
upon the reception of required papers. 

The motion prevailed that the Executive Committee of Synod be empowered 
to arrange for the ordination and reception of new men upon the recommenda- 
tion of the Examining Committee. 

The motion prevailed that the Special Committee to be appointed by the 
President in accordance with the action taken by Synod on Wednesday, 
January 29th, be instructed to make a report on the matter under consideration 
to a joint meeting of the Examining and Executive Committees who shall have 
power to act. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer. 


THE REV. PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary. 
The Report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the place of meeting for the next Convention of 
Synod be referred to the Executive Committee for action. 


63 


The officers elected for the year 1947 were installed by President Beasom. 

The fifty-sixth annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California was officially closed by the President by the use of the prescribed 
Order. 

The minutes of the sixth session were approved by the Executive Commit- 
tee of Synod at a special meeting held in First English Lutheran Church, Los 
Angeles, on January 30, 1947. 

JAMES P. BEASOM, JR., D.D., President 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the Minutes of the 
Fifty-sixth Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, held in 
Hollywood Lutheran Church, Hollywood, California, January 27, 28, 29, 30, 1947. 


PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 
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FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


of the 


WOMEN'S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


of the 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Held in 
HOLLYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Hollywood, California 
The REV.ROBERT D. KERSTETTER, Ph.D., Pastor 
JANUARY 27, 28 29, 1947 


“Forth With Thy Message” 
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WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY DIRECTORY 


OFFICERS 
Ge sicher seers ties oir on Mrs. P. J. Kramer, 5915 Chabolyn Terrace, Oakland 
Vice-President... Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, 3119 W. 6th St., Los Angeles 3 
SOG eis Aes Ne ice ee Mrs. L. N. Chelson, 6057 Yucca St., Hollywood 28 
Treasurer (Appointed)... Mrs. H. E. Russell, 901 So. 6th St., Burbank 
SUMS Weetee cea sa eae ee ee Miss Helene Hjort, 1803 Thomas Ave., Fresno 3 
EST ORIGHII ese ne eens 8 So Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach, 1072 Park Lane, Piedmont 
PUTCMivacte esos ss Shoe Loses Mrs. Walter Reese, 1014 Raymond, Glendale ! 


CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS 


NOTIN eT ene et wee On ee a Mrs. E. Dale Click, 643 28th Ave., San Mateo 
MOUMINS Tie ease eR a ee Mrs. M. H. Shoreen, 4126 Edenhurst, Los Angeles 26 


DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 


Educational— 
Education (Literature)... Mrs. J. P. Torvik, 4510 Barrett Ave., Richmond 
MICE CIZ ITS ee ree gee es Mrs. Wm. Capel, 761 Walnut St., San Carlos 
Mission, Study.2- =.=. Mrs. C. P. Bruhl, 1231 Jefferson Place, San Bernardino 


Special Gifts— 
Special Aids... Mrs. Carsten N. Alm, 1543 W. 56th St., Los Angeles 37 


Life and In Memoriam......Mrs. Harry Hahn, 1655 Ben Lomond Dr., Glendale 2 
Patron and Protege............ Mrs. H. H. Roloff, Sr., 3478 Olive St., San Diego. 4 
Thank. Ottering: =... — Mrs. Henry Scherer, 2400 W. 23rd St., Los Angeles 16 
INSSOCICIG ee en eee Mrs. Paul Wolpert, 2517-36th St., Sacramento 
Synodical Special.......... Mrs. Clarence Crouser, 3108 via Corona, Montebello 
DRSSOCICIC ee te Mae ee Be Mrs. L. W. Varblow, 516 Curtis St., Albany 
Promotional— 
Deaconess = a= Sister Adele Dasenbrock, 1701 “L’ St., Sacramento 
PrOmoOnone ee Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., 1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale 8 
STC rite mene meena ce Mrs. C. R. Swanson, 55 Rogers St., Vallejo 
Industrial— 
India Lace.............. Mrs. W. F. Steffenhagen, Rt. 1, Box 1064, Phoenix, Arizona 


Children of the Church— 


Secreicnys = ea Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 617 N. Martel, Los Angeles 36 

Wmecis liner tater eee Mrs. E. N. Spirer, 6616 Irvine St., North Hollywood 
Publicity— 

Gh curmci en eee Mrs. E. L. Konow, Rt. 2, Box 301, Phoenix, Arizona 

Baas Lr ey = ee 8: Mrs. Anna Nelson, 1414 Alabama, San Francisco 


Standing Committee— 


i Home..Mrs. Charles S. Izenour, 617 N. Martel, Los Angeles 36 
ale eas Mrs. W. B. Scheehl, 5924 Contra Costa Rd., Oakland 11 
Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, 3119-6th St., Los Angeles 5 

Mrs. Fred Steinle, 1220 Viscano Dr., Glendale 11 

Mrs. P. J. Marshall, 228 N. Almansor, Alhambra 
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1947 PRESIDENTS—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Women of the Church)—Mrs. H. B. O’Brien, 935 Fresno 
Ave., Berkeley 


Fresno, First (Friendship Circle)—Mrs. Leo S. Johnston, 3360 Lyell Ave., Fresno 
Fresno, First (Chi Rho Circle) Miss Margaret Vetter, 2047 Thomas Ave., Fresno 


Oakland, First (Women of the Church)—Mrs. C. T. Gutleben, 4815 MacArthur 
Blvd., Oakland 


Oakland, St. John’s (Women’s Miss. Soc.)—Mrs. Samuel Porter, 1502 55th Ave., 
Oakland 3 


Richmond, Grace (Women of the Church-Day Gr.)—Mrs. Walter Hanson, 6019 
Tulare Ave., Richmond 


Richmond, Grace (Women of the Church-Evening Gr.)—Mrs. Milus Bonker, 579 
35th St., Richmond 


Richmond, St. James (Women of St. James Evan. Luth. Church)—Mrs. Martha 
McDonald, 5718 Burlingame Ave., Richmond (Annex) 


Sacramento, First (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Julia A. Swanson, 2517 36th 
St., Sacramento 17 


Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas)—Mrs. Ida C. Gader, 3131 14th St. North 
Sacramento 


Sacramento, St. John’s (Mary E. Oehler Miss. Soc.)—Mrs. E. C. Hutchinson, 3501 
35th St., Sacramento 


Sacramento, St. Paul’s (Pastor's Aid Society)—Mrs. Irene P. Mahaffey, 3246 
Kroy Way, Sacramento 


San Francisco, First English (Women’s Guild)—Mrs. Clarence Picou, 1446 43rd 
Ave., San Francisco 22 


San Francisco, St. Mark’s (Women’s Missionary Soc.-Day Group)—Mrs. H. M. 
Rist, 295 Howth St., San Francisco 12 


San Francisco, St. Mark's (W. M. S. Evening Group)—Miss Esther Ostergaard, 
c/o 1135 O'Farrell, San Fancisco 9 


San Francisco, St. Matthew's (Women's Miss. Soc.)—Miss E. Stelling, 2700 A. 
Sutter St., San Francisco 


San Francisco, Temple Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. C. E. Lemmon, 
1238A Shafter Ave., San Francisco 24 


San Jose, Grace (Missionary Women of the Church)—Mrs. Dorothy S. Nissen, 
1598 Lincoln Ave., San Jose 


San Mateo, St. Andrew's (Women of St. Andrew’s)—Mrs. Carl Ludvigsen, 1504 
Cypress Ave., San Mateo 


Vallejo, St. Paul’s (Guild)—Mrs. J. P. Sandretto, 1109 Shasia St., Vallejo 


1847 PRESIDENTS—SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Alhambra, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. B. C. Thorson, 828 S. 7th St., 
Alhambra 


Altadena, Altadena Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Charl 
459 W. Loma Alta Drive, Altadena a = balneecg 


Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills Lutheran (Women of the Church)— 
Chelson, 6057 Yucca St., Hollywood fs wren) 
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Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills Lutheran (Elsa King Frey)—Lois Jacobson, 984 Palm 
Ave., Hollywood : 


Burbank, Luther Memorial (Women of the Church)—Mrs. L. A. Failing, 1627 
Landis St., Burbank : 


Culver City, Grace (Ladies of Grace Lutheran)—-Mrs. Alice Blix, 4175 La Salle 
Ave., Culver City 


Gardena, St. John’s (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Emil Wickman, 15318 S. 
Casinice, Gardena 


Glendale, First Lutheran (Women’s Council of Christian Missions)—Mrs. E. H. 
Hollis, 116A Alameda, Glendale : : 


Glendale, First Lutheran (Business and Professional Women)—Miss Batbara 
LaBoyteaux, 605 W. Hawthorne, Glendale 4 


Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Earle R. An- 
drews, 1422 Sutherland St., Los Angeles 


Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Florence M. Welty)—Mrs. Guy R. Uplinger, 
1755 N. New Hampshire, Los Angeles 27 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Gospel Light)—-Mrs. Carl Bell, 2844 Grand Ave., 
Huntington Park 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Go Ye)—Lois Bell Huff, 2844 Grand Ave., Hunting- 
ton Park 


Inglewood, Holy Trinity (Dorcas)—Mrs. Robert Marks, 825] Park Circle; Ingle-- 
wood 


Long Beach, Faith (Women’s Miss. Soc.)—Mrs. Alicé Patrick, 2960 Canal Ave., 
Long Beach 6 : 


Long Beach, Trinity (Women’s Miss Soc.)—Mrs. O. Awerkamp, 4701 Colorado 
St, Long Beach 4 


Los Angeles, Advent (Women of the Church)—Mrs. C. N. Alm, 1543 W. 56th St., 
Los Angeles 37 


Los Angeles, Advent (Dorcas)—Miss Myrtle Broaten, 682 S. Kingsley Dr., Los 
Angeles 


Los Angeles, Advent (Iota Eta Sigma)—Miss Dolores L. Alm, 1543 W. S6th St., 
Los Angeles 37 

Los Angeles, Bethany (Cosmos)—Mrs. Vera Thomas, 6380 SE Zora Sts Los 
Angeles 1 

Los Angeles, Bethany (Bethany W. M. S.)—Mrs. E. N. Egge, 111 E. 77th St., Los 
Angeles 3 


Los Angeles, First (Women of the Church-Day Group)—Mrs. C. L. Taylor, 633 
S. Gramercy, Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, First (Women of the Church-Evening Group)—Mrs. Howard C. 
Barth, 6375 Converse Ave., Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Women’s Miss. Soc.)—Mrs. W. E. Lebold, 843 W. 40th 
Place, Los Angeles 37 

Los Angeles, St. Mark's (Loving Hearts)—Mrs. Esther Holt, 1622 Ellsmere Ave., 
Los Angeles 35 

Los Angeles, St. Paul’s (Women’s Miss. Soc. of St. Paul's)—Mrs. Orville Lyon, 
225 N. Sierra Vista, Monterey Park 

Norh Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Mena Spirer)—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 6616 
Irvine Ave., North Hollywood 
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North Hollywood, St. Matthews (Faith)—Mrs. Mercie Finley, 1054 Spabier Ave., 
Glendale 1 


Pasadena, Trinity (Women’s Miss. Soc.)—Mrs. A. J. Spindt, 99 N. Roosevelt Ave., 
Pasadena 8 


Phoenix, Faith (Women of the Church)—Mrs. E. L. Konow, Rt. 2, Box 301, 
Phoenix a 


Phoenix, Grace (John K. Reed)—Mrs. C. A. Craft, 1105 W. Latham St., Phoenix 


Redlands, First (Women's Miss. Soc.)—Mrs. W. Opperman, 457 La Verne St., 
Redlands 


Riverside, Trinity (Women’s Miss. Guild)—Mrs. Ned Dripps, 6391 Palm Ave., 
Riverside 


Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl Soc.)—Mrs. E. F. Crawford, 2801 4th St., 
Riverside 


San Bernardino, First (Minnie L. Sandidge)—Mrs. Harriett H. Alwardt, 3171 “D” 
St., San Bernardino 


San Bernardino, First (Emma Louise Alm)—Carol Hartman, 2661 Lugo, San 
Bernardino 


San Diego, First (Women of the Church-Day Group)—Mrs. Geo. W. Wilson, 
3852 4th Ave., Apt. 6, San Diego 3 


San Diego, First (Women of the Church-Evening Group)—Mrs. Robert R. Jones, 
3717 Fairmount Ave., San Diego 5 


San Diego (Ocean Beach), St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea (Women of the our 
Carl Nelson, 4617 Adair St., San Diego 7 


Santa Barbara, Grace (Women of Grace Church)—Mrs. H. Hansen, 333 Mesa 
Lane, Santa Barbara 


Santa Monica, St. Paul's (Guild and Miss. Soc.)—Mrs. W. W. Swoyer, 1325 
Maple St., Santa Monica 


Tucson, Our Saviour’s (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Arthur L. Hansen, 1725 E. 
Blacklidge Dr., Tucson 


W. Whittier, Salem (Women of the Church)—Mrs. H. R. Ehlers, 220 S. McNees, 
W. Whittier 


Westwood Village, Village Lutheran (Missionary Guild)—Mrs. Clarence Conrad, 
3963 Huron Ave., Culver City a 
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MINUTES OF THE 


Fifty-Fifth Annual Convention 


OF THE 


WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


OF THE 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Hollywood, California, January 27-29, 1947 
Theme: “FORTH WITH THY MESSAGE” 


January 27, 1947, 8:00 P.M. 


The sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered at a combined ~ 
service of the Synod of California and the Women’s Missionary Society. The 
sermon was preached by the Rev. James P. Beasom, D.D., president of Synod. 


FIRST SESSION 
January 28, 1947, 9:30 A.M. 


The fifty-fifth annual convention was opened with singing the hymn, ‘Forth 
With Thy Message.” A collect followed. 


The opening service for the missionary convention was conducted by the 
president, Mrs. P. J. Kramer. 


Pages, wives of new pastors in the Synod, and past presidents attending 
the convention, were introduced. 


Presentation of the program was made by Mrs. Albert Schwertz, chairman 
of the program committee. A motion prevailed that the program, as presented, 
become the order of procedure for the convention. 


The following convention committees were announced: 

President's Report—Mrs. Charles Miley, Mrs. Paul Volpert, Mrs. R. R. Jones. 

Nominations—Mrs. M. H. Shoreen, Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl, Mrs. E. Dale Click. 

Resolutions—Mrs. Crouser, Mrs. Chelson, Mrs. Spindt. 

Claims—Miss Helene Hjort. 

Convention Pianist—Mrs. Loraine Failing. 

A gracious welcome was extended by Mrs. Earl Andrews, President of the 
Hollywood Women of the Church. Greetings were brought by Mrs. Izenour, who 
presented a flowered “key to our hearts” to Mrs. Kramer. 

Letters were read from Mrs. C. W. Baker, Jr., President of the W. M. S. of 
the U. L. C. A.; and from Mrs. Paul Knauss, President of the Ohio Synodical. 

The officers and department secretaries were introduced. 

The Credential Committee reported 7 officers, 15 department secretaries, 
2 conference presidents, 135 delegates, and 77 visitors, a total of 236. 

The president's report was read and a motion prevailed that the report be 
accepted with thanks and referred to the committee on president's report. 
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The vice-president urged everyone to visit the shower room for the Cali- 
fornia Lutheran Home for the Aged. 

The treasurer's report with audit was presented by Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl. A 
motion was passed that the report be accepted with thanks as audited. 

Archivist report was read by Mrs. J. E. Hoick. Motion prevailed that the 
report be accepted. : 

The report of the historian was presented by Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach. A motion 
prevailed that the report be accepted. 

The report of the statistician, Miss Helene Hjort, was accepted. 

A memorial service was held for members who passed away during 1946. 
There were 27 who enteréd thé Church Triumphant. 

‘The interim special report was made by Mrs. Fred Steinle. She announced 
the goal of $3000 was exceeded by $241.83. 

Dr. Armin G. Weng, president of the Illinois Synod, delivered a challenging 
address on “Unfinished Business.” 

The offering of $71.77 was received and consecrated by Sister Adele. 

Mrs. J. E. Hoick, chairman of the Constitution Committee, read the revisions 
made in the new constitution, and each revision was adopted separately. The 
by-laws were voted upon at a later session. 


The session adjourned with the devotions conducted by Mrs. C. S. Izenour. 
Theme: “Forth With Thy Message—A Message Straight from God.” 


SECOND SESSION 


January 28, 1947, 1:30 P.M. 


The session was opened with a hymn, “Thy Kingdom Come.” Collect 
followed. 

An address on “Our California Lutheran Home” for the Aged was given 
by Dr. James P. Beasom, president of the California Synod. Then followed pre- 
sentation of shower gifts for the Home, directed by Mrs. Schwertz and Mrs. 
Alm. Over 2200 articles were received and nearly $200 in cash. A prayer of 
thanksgiving was offered by Dr. Beasom. 

Mrs. R. J. Marshall presented the Synodical Secretaries’ Hour in the form 
of a skit. Each department secretary reviewed the work accomplished in her 
department. 


The 1947-49 Thank-offering triennial emphasis was presented by Mrs. 
James P. Beasom. 


“Take My Life and Let It Be” was sung. The offering of $68.90 was conse- 
crated by Sister Adele. 


__ Pastor Heinecken brought greetings from the floor of Synod. Mrs. Fisher, 
widow of the late Dr. Fisher of Gettysburg Seminary, brought greetings. 


Mrs. Hoick read the by-laws as revised. They were accepted. It was moved 
and carried that the constitution be accepted as read and amended. 


After the prayer the men of Synod joined the women for a Life and In 
Memoriam Shower which Mrs. Harry Hahn directed. 


The session adjourned. 


A banquet was held at the Hollywood Lutheran Church at 7 P.M., honoring 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl. Guest speaker was the Rev. Charles A. Puls, D.D. 


THIRD SESSION 


January 29, 1947, 9:30 A.M. 


psa) session was opened with the singing of “Praise The Lord, The Almighty 
ing. 


Mrs. E. Dale Click led the .devotions with the topic, “Forth With Thy 
Message—A Message Costly In Its Demands.”. Collect followed. : ; 

Mrs. Beasom, member of the National Executive Board of the W. M. S.; gave 
a report of promotional work in California. 
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The president presented delegates from the following new societies: Women 
of the Church, Evening Group, Grace, Richmond; Women of St. James Ev. 
Lutheran Church, Richmond Annex; Women of the Church, Temple Lutheran, 
San Francisco; Tucson, Arizona; Luther Memorial, Burbank; St. Peter’s-by-the 
Sea, San Diego; Ocean Beach. : 


Pastor Hamme from our sister church in Honolulu, brought greetings. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was presened by Mrs. Shoreen, 
as follows: 

President—Mrs. P. J. Kramer 

Vice-President—Mrs. Albert Schwertz 

Secretary—Mrs. Chelson 

Statistician—Miss Helene Hjort 

Historian—Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach 

Archivist—Mrs. W. L. Reese 

The motion prevailed that the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the 


officers nominated. Under a revision of the constitution, the office of treasurer 
is to be appointed by the president and the executive committee. 


It was suggested that our California Synodical send a program packet and 
one of our magazines, preferably Lutheran Women’s Work, to the Honolulu 
ladies, this suggestion to be referred to the Executive Board. 


Half an hour was spent in a floor discussion of women’s organizations and 
departments of the Synodical-W. M. S. 

Greetings were brought from Miss Walter of Denver, former president of 
the Rocky Mountain Synodical. : 

Mrs. Hahn made a report of the Life and In Memoriam shower. 

Dr. Frederick A. Smith, Ex. Secretary of the Lutheran Welfare Council, 
announced a new radio broadcast every Sunday afternoon ,“The Greatest Story 
Ever Told.” He urged all to listen. 


Johnstown convention reports were made by the California delegates: Mrs. 
Izenour, Mrs. Beasom, Mrs. Kramer and Mrs. Click. 


The Rev. L. E. Jacobsen spoke briefly on student work. 
The offering of $54.02 was consecrated by Sister Adele. 
The singing of “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” adjourned the session. 


FOURTH SESSION 
January 29, 1947, 1:30 P.M. 


The fourth session opened with the singing of “Speed Thy Servants.” 

The Rev. Q. P. Garman gave an interesting talk on “The Thrill of Organiz- 
ing a Mission” in Pacific Beach. 

Mrs. P. J. Kramer conducted the devotions with a topic, “Forth With Thy 
Message—A Message Meant For All.” 

The Northern and Southern Conference reports were presented by Mrs. 
Click and Mrs. Shoreen respectively. 

The convention committees presented their reports. 

The new officers were installed by Mrs. Elsa King Fry. Mrs. H. E. Russell 
is the appointed treasurer of the Synodical. 

Final registration totalled 336. 

Then followed the formal closing of Convention. The singing of “Beautiful 
Saviour” adjourned the fifty-fifth annual convention of the California Synodical. 

At 4 P.M., delegates and visitors went on a sight-seeing tour of the Cali- 
fornia Lutheran Home for the Aged in Alhambra. The women of Grace Lutheran 
Church in Alhambra were hostesses at the tea held in the home. 


MRS. ROBERT J. MARSHALL, Recording Secretary 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


This is the 55th Anniversary of the California Synodical W. M. S. No one 
can read the history without being humbly thankful for what has been accom- 
plished during these years by our faithful and devoted women in advancing the 
Kingdom of God throughout the world. There has been one motive, the fulfill- 
ment of the command of our Lord and Savior. 


We thank God for the privilege and opportunity to"go forth with His mes- 
sage. The achievement the past year has shown progress. All departments 
have shown a remarkable gain. The membership has increased 149 and 6 new 
societies have been added—Ocean Beach, San Diego; Luther Memorial, Bur- 
bank; Our Saviour’s, Tucson, Arizona; Temple, San Francisco; St. James, Rich- 
mond; Mary E. Oehler, St. John’s, Sacramento—which is testimony to the 
consecration, sincere devotion and the cooperation of the members of societies, 
officers and department chairmen. We have 64 societies and 1601 members in 
California Synod, according to the Statistician’s report. 


In October it was my happy privilege to attend the Triennial Convention 
in Johnsiown, Pa. The delegates will never forget the mountain top experience 
and inspiration received from the 42 missionaries present, and the addresses 
presented by the leaders in our United Lutheran Church. A spiritual atmosphere 
permeated throughout the five-day session. The messages from the 15 young 
women, who are giving their lives in full time Christian service, were most 
inspiring. This was made possible through our Triennial objective, which you 
will hear more about in the report of the delegates. It was a thrill the first day 
of Convention to learn that California Synodical-had made the largest gain in © 
membership for the triennium, which was 45% gain. Only five Synodicals out 
of 30 had made gains. The next was Pacific Synodical with a gain of 27%. 


Your President was called up to tell how the membership gain was reached. 
The increase was due to the organization of many new mission churches in 
California, and the fact that many congregations have organized Women of 
the Church groups, combining the Ladies’ Aid and the Missionary Societies. 


The past year has been a challenging one for our Synodical. It was recom- 
mended that we raise $3000 for an interim Special Peace offering for California 
Mission Churches. Your response was most gratifying—$3200 was raised, which 
indicates love and devotion to all of our work in His name. Five years ago we 
felt the need of assisting our mission churches in California. To date, over $5000 
has been contributed for this purpose to buy chairs, pianos, making repairs, 
assisting in down payment on lots for buildings, ete. 


We have another project in California Synod which will mean the muster- 
ing of all our resources of energy, determination, faith and prayer. That is the 
maintenance of the California Lutheran Home which has been purchased in 
Alhambra. There is no standing still. We must go forward together to greater 
conquests following Him, who said “I am the way.” 


As president of the Synodical, I have had the pleasure of visiting and 
speaking in many societies on the work of the W. M. S. Have held three Ex. 
Board meetings, had a part in the National Convention Symposium at Northern 
Conference meeting, have served as vice president of the Interdenominational 
School of Missions of Northern California, attending all the meetings and assist- 
ing in the planning of district Institutes (Missionary), have been Synodical 
representative at the State Council of Church Women, have written severa 
articles for the Lutheran Women’s Work and Golden State Lutheran. 


Much of the work has been accomplished by correspondence. Official 
letters were sent out to societies with emphasis on the Synodical Special for 
Home Missions. Numerous letters, postal cards and stationery were sent out to 
officers and deparment secretaries and church leaders. 


Your special attention is called to the work of the Treasurer, Mrs. Scheehl, 
who has served the Synodical well for seven years, and who has kept in close 
contact with all societies in regard to their financial obligations. It has been a 
huge task to take care of our funds, which now run into five figures. She is 
giving up the office at this convention, so we wish to pay tribute to her in 
appreciation of her faithful devoted service as treasurer. 
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Over $15,077 has been received this past year. The work of the W. M. S. is 
growing. There are difficult days ahead for the church, but the W. M. S. can 
go forward if we trust in Our Heavenly Father, knowing that in all things He 
will direct us. I submit the following recommendations. 


i 


That we show our sincere gratitude to our-Heavenly Father for all 
His benefits by putting forth every effort to make our future efforts 
a glorification to Him. 

That because we as Christian women of America have experienced 
particular blessings, and because 1947 marks the 60th Anniversary 
of the Thank-offering in the W. M. S., we recommend that during 
the triennium 1946-1949, we give thanks for these blessings with 
special emphasis on Thank-offering. 

That we continue contributing $300 to Rocky Boy Indian Mission. 


That Synodical Special fund continue to be used to assist the 
California Mission churches. 

That $1200 be raised to help in the maintenance of the California 
Lutheran Home by special gifts from societies and individual 
members. 

That $100 be sent for the deaconess work in Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. 

That the Synodical Convention be held in February, 1948, so that 
our National President, Mrs. Baker, could come to California to speak 
on the Convention program. The meeting to be held where the 
greatest number of delegates could attend. 

That during these critical times we pledge ourselves to cooperate 
in the relief of human suffering through authorized church agencies. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER | 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY, SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
December 15, 1945 to December 15, 1946 


BALANCES ON HAND DECEMBER 15th, 1945 


Songresst Urciye) ef iricles te reer eee eee $-2,225:50 
Deaconess hind: sis x35) ee eee 472.70 
SynodicaleSpecicl fas) ee ees eee eee 1,214.04 
Synodical heezn 2) S53). a eee ee 256.93 
$ 1,769.17 
RECEIPTS 
Anniity:, BONG eke es on ee ee ee $ 500.00 
Associate. Memberships. = ee ee 21.00 
Bible Women and Scholarships..........-..------------------------- 1,150.00 
Galifornias Lutheran “Home. = eee 50.00 
Christmas, offerings=== 28 a ee eee 374.35 
Congresses Travel fund] == ee 135.40 
Deaconess, fund c.- 2s se ee eee 67.80 
Desiqnette cd: ciifts:seexs eee eee eee re eee 222.93 
Generahitund) 2. 35s ee ee ee ee ees 1,807.76 
Indiaw Lace: Sn: 425 ee eee eee 600.28 
Lenien—ollerings......3 ne ee ee 367.35 
Life Memberships and In-Memoriams.................--..--- 1,730.00 
Thank <«olferings sche 2 aa ee eee 4,389.59 
Triennidi«Convention jund. ===. ee 169.60 
Triennial Species. ss 2s see ee ee 702.20 
Special “Aids? (Box-work) > eee 188.75 
SynodicallSpeciali= 5 a eee 3,241.83 
Synodical-Fee: 252 Ss See ae eee ee eee 358.40 
$16,077.24 $16,077.24 
$17,846.41 
DISBURSEMENTS 
To Miss A. Dorothy Drewes, Nat'l Treasurer... $12,401.16 
President's expenses... oe ee ee eee ee 28.39 
Secretary's expensesi.. vn sae ee er ee 13.00 
Treasurer's GxpenseSsa...) 5 ee a ee 17.25 
Statisticians expenseses 2-5. ee ee ee e 7.24 
Department secretaries’ expenses... a 25.86 
Printing, convention) programs. eee 25.63 
Corsage telegram cndcard.. 3.19 
Gift to custodian of convention church... 5.00 
“Lutheran Women's Work” for Archivist files... 2.00 
Stationery*and Horms 2 2 eee ee ee 30.49 
Treasurer's- bond... a2 2 eee 5.00 
Credential bolo 'ks (gee eee esate eee eee 3.00 i 
Gift to Deaconess Anita Buderer........ eee 25.00 
Gift for Lutheran World Action... & 75.00 
Gift to St. Andrew's Mission, San Mateo.................... 5.00 
Giftto-Midland® College: === a= eae ee eee 60.00 
President's expense to Board meeting...............-.-- 29.64 
Bank charge, account check returned..............---.----- 1S 
Mrs. E. Dale Click, Congress Travel... 180.45 
Miss Lucile Jacobson, Congress Travel...............- MA 180.45 
Gift to California Lutheran Home........-W..------ 50.00 
Gift to Grace Church, Santa Barbara for repairs...60 250.00 
Gift to Faith Church, Phoenix; chairs and piano...... 400.90 


Gift to Grace Church, Culver City; Building fund... 500.00 
Gift to St. James Church, Richmond; piano.............__ 230.63 
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Gift to Pacific Beach Mission, San Diego; chairs... 358.75 


Gift to Luther Memorial Church, Burbank; piano... 175.00 
Gift to E] Monte Mission; piano. 125.00 
Gift to Pomona Mission; chairs... 293.53 
15,502.71 : 
BALANCES: DECEMBER 15, 1946 ; seg 
DEacOnesse iting wee ewe Bh ey Oe 115.50 
Wriehmicieconvention tundes 0 = tue ee) ae 5.20 
SyMOdI CGS DECC eee nani ase 1,822.06 
SyMOGicciinc os Mato. law Oren ie te F 400.94 
$ 2,343.70 $ 2,343.70 
$17,846.41 
peries f= Pond: ai present vdlue.. +). ta = ee 314.40 
STATISTICIAN’S REPORT FOR 1947 ; 
Societies Active Members Associate Members 
Northern Conference... 19 464 5 
Southern Conference................ 44 1140 16 
63 1604 21 
Societies Active Members 
Northern Conference Gains = 1 70 
Southem Conference: Gains 2 =e ee 1 79 
Zz 149 


The Northern Conference actually has four new societies this year. 

However, three of the churches are reporting what was formerly two 
societies as one this year under the Women of the Church program. 

In the Southern Conference there are three new societies during 1946. 


However, one society reported they were disbanding before 1947, and 
one society has not been active but may be in the process of reorganizing. 


REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 


Last fall there was held an Antique Exhibit, over one hundred shops in 
California participating. This display was visited by thousands for five days 
and evenings in the Armory, Exposition Park, Los Angeles. I enjoyed to the 
full extent viewing all the beautiful and marvelous things of another period. 
It imparted to me a deeper interest in, and a greater evaluation for articles of 
yesteryear. Our Synodical Archives extend back to 1879, with nearly 70 volumes 
in the library. At the present time there are a few books to be bound in order 
to make it complete. We are’ thankful we have fine photos of the two past 
presidents who entered liife eternal this last year. 


REPORT ON EDUCATION 
Literature sales at the convention in Oakland, January 28-31, 1946, amounted 
to $11.45—Southern Conference, $29.70; Northern Conference, $20.45. 
Total sales for 1946—$61.60. 


MAGAZINE 


Total subscriptions—911. 
There are sixteen 100% societies. 
Eleven societies not heard from. 
MISSION STUDY 
20 societies participated in the study of Mission. 
454 individuals enrolled. 


120 individuals completed the course. 
Countries studied:. Africa, America, China, India, Burma, and some of the 


Pacific Islands. 
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REPORT OF HISTORIAN 


IN MEMORY 


Active members who have passed on: 


Nellie Viekre—Lydia Woerner Miss. Soc., Grace Lutheran, San Jose 


Mrs. Amanda C. Swanson—St. Paul's Guild and M. S., St. Paul's, 
Vallejo. 


Mrs. Rose Riecks—Women of the Church, Advent, Los Angeles 
Mrs. Louise Dahling—Women of the Church, Advent, Los Angeles 
Miss Ruth Felt—Women of the Church, Advent, Los Angeles 

Miss Flora Bauer—Guild and Miss. Soc., St. Paul's, Santa Monica 
Miss Caroline Quenzer—John K. Reed, Grace, Phoenix, Arizona 
Mrs. Alma Nelson—Women of the Church, St. Michael's, Berkeley 
Mrs. Harriet Monroe—Women of the Church, St. Michael's, Berkeley 
Mrs. E. A. Trabert—Women of the Church, St. Michael's, Berkeley 
Mrs. J. C. Frohliger—Women of the Church, First, Oakland 


Mrs. Caroline Osterman—Women of the Church, Grace, Santa 
Barbara 


Mrs. Bertha S. Stafford—Women of the Church, Grace, Santa 
Barbara 


Mrs. J. J. McKeen—Women of the Church, Grace, Alhambra 
Mrs. Martha Olson—Women of the Church, Grace, Alhambra 
Mrs. Jo Ann Mangold—Women of the Church, Grace, Alhambra 


Mrs. Ella M. Eggert—Evening Group (Women of the Church), First, 
Los Angeles 


Mrs. Laura E. Rittersbacher—Women of the Church, First Los 
Angeles 


Mrs. Anna Cleland—Women of the Church, Huntington Park 

Miss Elizabeth Miller—Women of the Church, First, Los Angeles 
Miss Kittie Rambo—Women of the Church, First, Los Angeles 
Mrs. Margaret Miller—Women of the Church, Hollywood 

Mrs. Anna Kjergaard—Women's Miss. Soc., Trinity, Long Beach 


. Mrs, Johanna S. Beasom—Women’'s Council of Christian Missions, 
First, Glendale 


Mrs. Robert Engnell—Women’'s Council of Christian Missions, First, 
Glendale 


Mrs. Marie Schaefer—Women’s Council of Christian Missions, First, 
Glendale 


Mrs. Anna Tagge—Women’'s Council of Christian Missions, First, 
Glendale 
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NORTHERN CONFERENCE REPORT 


Northern Conference is pressing forward under Christ's leadership. In 
February, a presidents’ and treasurers’ round table was held in Berkeley at St. 
Michael's Church and attended by 55 women. During the year, 4 new societies 
were welcomed into our fellowship. In December the initial meeting of a 
Northern Young Women’s Congress was held in Berkeley at which Miss Mari- 
anna Bunger, missionary nurse to Liberia, spoke, and Mrs. Evelyn Canby of 
Richmond was appointed chairman for the next inspirational meeting. 


Over 100 delegates and visitors attended the annual convention November 
6 at Grace Church, Richmond, this being the first convention held on one day 
only and the first separate from Northern Conference men. Highlights were the 
presentation of the national convention report and the offering for California 
Missions (Synodical Special) amounting to over $200. 


The following officers were elected for the coming year: president, Mrs. E. 
Dale Click; first vice-president, Mrs. Mildred Brown; second vice-president; Mrs. 
James Dalziel; secretary, Mrs. G. B. Anderson; historian, Miss Helene Hort. 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE REPORT 


With its theme, “That all may be one,’ Southern Conference celebrated its 
fortieth annual convention which was held in the First English Lutheran Church, 
Los Angeles, Sept. 13, 1946. 


Registration showed two hundred seventy-seven women in attendance. 

Gifts for two picnos for two new missions amounted to $355.10. 

The officers for the ensuing year are: president, Mrs. Maynard Shoreen; 
first vice-president, Mrs. Virgil Chelson; second vice-president, Mrs. Carl Grabe; 
recording secretary, Mrs. Robert Inslee; treasurer, Mrs. Frances Woodworth; 
historian, Miss Eleanor Schlaegel. 


SPECIAL AIDS REPORT 


For Year Ending December 31, 1946 
(Formerly Box Work) 


Forty-seven (47) of our societies reported box work for the year 1946. A 
substantial increase over last year’s report was noted, both in amount of cash 
and in number of boxes sent. Tons of clothing were made, mended and packed 
by our missionary groups for Lutheran World Action, as well as for our mission 
stations at home and abroad. 


Boxes sent to North American Missions...............---------------- 89 
Roves= Senin lO WOTlGl HVIISSION Si oa ee 346 
Pashereceived ior soo sai OLK seer ee ee $188.75 


LOCAL SYNODICAL SPECIAL AID 


The response to appeals for the linen shower for the new Home for the 
Aged was both gratifying and overwhelming. The following quantities were 
brought to the Synodical Convention, all but four of our Congregations con- 
tributing: 


7 quilts 863 bath towels 
Se eae blankets 113 hand towels 
62 cotton blankets 596 wash cloths 
87 bed spreads 79 tea towels 
189 sheets 95 misc. items 

276 pillow slips 3 pillows 


$293.00 in cash donations 


Total approximate valuation of linens, $2500.00. 
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THE LIFE MEMBERSHIP AND “IN MEMORIAM” DEPARTMENT 


1946. 
Life Memberships received during Synodical year... 85 
Honorary Life Memberships received during Synodical, years 222-2552 22 
Total Life Memberships received........-.----------------------n2-n-n anne nee 107 


Life Memberships on Synodical Roll_.----..-----.---------------8 

Honorary Life Memberships on Synodical Roll 

Total Life Memberships on Synodical Roll.....--.--- 

Persons memorialized during Synodical year.._...--..---- 

Total “In Memoriam” on Synodical Roll... ----------- anne 
Total income from this Department for the year: $1730.00. 


PATRON AND PROTEGE 


This department supports: 9 Bible women—l! native nurse—1l7 scholarships. 
Total cash receipts for the year: $1150.00. 


THANK OFFERING 


Total cash receipts for the year: $4389.59. This is an increase of $910.48 
over last year. 


DEACONESS 


The amount received for this work was $100.00 for the year. This money was 
divided between the Baltimore and Philadelphia Motherhouses. Major step 
forward in 1946 was the affiliation of the Motherhouses with Gettysburg College 
and Susquehanna University. Outstanding emphasis for the present biennium 
is the recruiting of at least one deaconess student from each Synod in the 
’ ULCA, with the reminder that in case of large Synods, the aim be one student 
per Conference. 


PROMOTION 


Your secretary has made numerous addresses, written letters, and held 
several conferences. The promotional literature has been sent to prospective 
groups and instruction has been given in the organization of missionary 
societies. During the past year six new societies came into being. 

A Congress has been organized in the Northern Conference. At its initial 
ee in December, missionary Marianna Bunger spoke on the work in 

Tica. 
The mission field at Reno, Nevada, has been accepted by the Women’s 


Meee Society as a special challenge and appeal for the Children of the 
urcn. 


STUDENT 


Twenty-one congregations reported: 
149 students of whom 88 are men and 61 women 
12 men are studying for the ministry 
2 women entering Christian service 
10 students are attending UCLA, Los Angeles; 25 University of California, 
Berkeley; 7 Redlands U., Redlands; 5 Glendale College, Glendale. 


INDIA LACE 


The amount of $600.28 was received for this cause. The | is still - 
tainable, due to transportation difficulties. Se oe 


INTERIM—SYNODICAL SPECIAL 


The total amount contributed by all Societi i 
ERT chee te iets os ocieties amounted to $3241.83, which 
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TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 


YEAR 1946 
Glencoe grins tween ces Pee Ate ee a ey $ 19.35 
OIL yW.OOd meHOllywOOG ees sci -e hu Se eee 15.00 
HuUnuNGion src Stsabuke-ss ees sa ee 16.02 
Noznwlollywood- st Matthew sas— 7 Se 90.00 
DCUMED OIMCECINO ne RIT Ste es et See, 9.76 
Scie DicdO mits teteee wie ee 8 Ss ee 90:35 
ilicot Gr eee Nearer een On eae) i Ss VS $160.48 

First English Church of Oakland sent 
direct to the Treasurer of the Usl.C:As =... 58 $ 25.00 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Whereas we realize that all the blessings showered upon us throughout 
this past year are a testimony of God's working in our midst, 

Whereas we are truly grateful for these evidences of His love and care, 

Whereas in this hour of destiny our lot has been cast in this strategic 
field, and 

Whereas we are ever mindful of present and future opportunities to show 
the love of God 


Be it resolved: 

1. That we praise God for providing for our comfort at this convention 
through the warm and cordial hospitality of the members and pastor, 
the Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter, of the Hollywood Lutheran Church, Holly- 
wood, California. 

2. That we give thanks to God for His guidance of our president, Mrs. P. J. 
Kramer, the Executive Board, and all department secretaries in this year 
of splendid achievement and faithful service. 

8. That we praise God for the devoted example and capable service of our 
retiring treasurer, Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl. 

4. That we express gratitude to God for the Christian example and faithful 
leadership of Mrs. Bertha S. Stafford and Mrs. E. A. Trabert, past 
synodical presidents, who gave so much of themselves in devoted service 
to synodical work and who this year passed into the Life Triumphant, 
and that a copy of the resolution be sent to their families. 

5. That we give thanks to our Maker that He has seen fit to send into our 
presence such inspiring and challenging leaders as Dr. and Mrs. J. P. 
Beasom, Dr. Armin Weng, Dr. Charles A. Puls, the Rev. Edward Hamme, 
the Rev. Q. P. Garman, Sister Adele Dasenbrock, Mrs. R. J. Marshall, the 
Rev. L. E. Jacobsen, and the Triennium Convention delegates and 
visitors. 

6. That we give thanks to God for all those who planned and prepared this 
program, to the devotional leaders, musicians, and all those who 
assisted to make the sessions at the convention so inspiring and helpful. 


7. That we humbly make supplication of the Heavenly Father that He grant 
us His divine guidance in the days ahead and that He instill in us that 
spirit which was in Christ Jesus, that we may be enabled to know His 
truth and to obey His will and to abide in His peace forever. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. CLARENCE F. CROUSER 
MRS. L. N. CHELSON 
MRS. A. J. SPINDT 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Your nominating committee wishes to submit the following names as offi- 
cers for the coming year: 


Presid enti 2 2 iach 2 ee oe eee ee eee Mrs. P. J. Kramer 
Vice-president.ac sae eee Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz 
Secretarvstc i = soe ee ee ee Mrs. L. N. Chelson 
Treasurer (by appointment)... Mrs. H. E. Russell 
Stoisticicaiee. oc cena) Cer ew en i oe eee Miss Helene Hjort 
i Stori cin iene eee eect Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach 
HRT CHIVAS Eo. Gesct ease Oe e eee aes Pie See eee eee Mrs. Walter Reese 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. M. H. SHOREEN 
MRS. E. DALE CLICK 
MRS. WM. B. SCHEEHL 


WHEN TO SEND FUNDS — 


June Quarter 
General Fund <2 ee ee ee 10c per member per month 
Congress Travel Fund $1.00 or more per society per year 


India cee: Inds tr ye ee Freewill 
Deaconess). Fund. <5 2. ee ees $1.00 or more per society per year 
September Quarter 

Geren cl) Rui ric sek ers oe dete ee es ee ce eee 10c per member per month 
Synodicalake ct 3 se ce Se ee cee eee eee 35c per member per year 
SYNOdical cope cic ye see fe ese ee ee eee $1.00 or more per member per year 
Spécial: Aid\(Bok) 222 5 oie ee ee ee ee eee Freewill 
December Quarter 

GeneraleFundiz.2o- 3 to ee ee eee 10c per member per month 
ChristmasiOfferingea ine se ee ee ee ee Freewill 
Thank YO tferim co xe Sa Fo ae ee ee ee Freewill 
March Quarter 

General hurd te es eee eee eee 10c per member per month 
Triennial Convention Expense Fund... 10c per member per month 
Lenten “Olfering:32. 222.06 coe ee, See eee Freewill 
Triennial Objectives Speciale ses ce< et ee Freewill Thank Offering 
Any Quarter 

Scholarships =e se 4 co hee eee ernie ee SIE pate eee Bible Women 
LifeviMemberships 28.5 ta ee Ser cee eee eee In Memoriams 


The Synodical Treasurer's books are closed on June 15, September 15, 
December 15 and March 15. 


Please send reports to, and make checks payable to the Treasurer, 
MRS. H. E. RUSSELL 
901 E. Sixth Street 
Burbank, California 


SUGGESTIONS FOR OFFICERS OF SOCIETIES 


Present the work of the State and National society at one of your meet- 
ings during the year. 


— 


2. Help to promote Children of the Church program in your congregation. 

3. Organize a study class or reading circle in your society. 

4. Encourage the use of the Lutheran Woman’s Work. 

5. Observe day of prayer and week of prayer. Lenten offering. - 

6. Strive for 100° Life Membership society. 

7. Support Patron and Protege work.. 

8. Observe India Lace Day in May, and Public Thank Offering in 
November. 

9. Encourage attendance at Mission Institutes in your community. 

10. Stress Synodical Special, which will assist Home Mission churches in 
our Synod. 

1l. Thank offering is our Triennial Special. Remember a daily gift, a daily 
prayer. 

12. 


Last, but not least—$1200.00 to California Home for Aged is pledged for 
this year. Let us go over the top. 
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Statistical Report—Women’s Missionary Society of the Northern Conference for the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1946—Table 1 
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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE—TABLE 2 
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<sseea ‘ For Christ and Country 
3 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
_ MIDLAND COLLEGE TRAINS 


men and women to love Christ and serve their country, 
with all their heart: LOYALLY; 

with all their mind: INTELLIGENTLY; 

with all their strength: POWERFULLY; 


|} FOR CHRIST 


From our Christian college, including Midland, there has 
been going forth, and must continue to go forth, a stream 
of intelligent and consecrated young men and young women, 
qualified and determined to serve Christ in. all walks of life. 


FOR COUNTRY gi 
In putting Christ into the hearts and minds of her students, 
Midland College is putting the steel of truth and integrity, 
and the cement of loyal citizenship into American life. 


For Literature, Write to 


; MIDLAND COLLEGE 
res Fremont, Nebraska 
A standard, four-year, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 


_ added departments of business, education, music, journalism and 
3 theology. . 


THE REV. W. P. HIERONYMUS, Ph. D., President 


- 


SaTaaTaTaTata‘aTata‘a‘aTa‘a‘a%aa‘avatata’a ata wa'a’a’a‘a’a'a‘a'ATa'a’Aa'a'aTAta’ATA(A ‘AAA (A'A"A TATA ATATATATA‘A'ATATATATATATA'ATA AACA 'ATA TATA TATA TATA A ATATATATATATA TATA 


WESTERN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Fremont, Nebraska 


aTata’ataal a‘a"aa‘a‘a’aTa’a'a‘a‘a’a‘a‘a‘ataTa'a‘a’a'a’a’ata‘a’a’ 


- Official Seminary for Eight Synods 


“Of the Church, for the Church and by the Church” epitom- 
izes the objectives of Western Theological Seminary. 

The primary aim of theological education is to prepare men 
to serve the Church in the ministry of the gospel and in other 
fields of activity to which the Church may call them. 

Western in location,- Western Theological Seminary prepares 
its graduates for their actual tasks in the rural and urban par- ° 
ishes of the Lutheran Church. However, graduates of Western 
are also serving throughout the world as preachers of the gospel, 
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Courtesy of the Ey. Lutheran Synod of California 


shepherds of souls, teachers of Christianity, trainers of the laity z 
in works of serving love, congregational directors, community 
servants and loyal upholders of the Church. A 
5 The Rev. Thomas D. Rinde, D.D. 
3 ; DEAN ade. 3 
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The California Lutheran Home — | 


re 
Pe os At 
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TheAged ies 
2500 So. Fremont Avenue 


Alhambra, California | 


ie Gifts and Donations May A Sent to 4 
the Synodical Olfice os | ap Pe as he 

: Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California af. ae 
S119W.6thStett =  —s—_—s«~-‘ $F 

Los Angeles 5, Calif. Has 


bead 


“Leave a Gift in your will for the Home” 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR 


(Preside yy tae-te ee eter ee ees TNL TN As ines) The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., M.A., D.D. 
1650 Capistrano Avenue, Glendale 8, California 

inst; Vice-FresiGen tae: 8s RR See ee) I ee The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. 
1135 O'Farrell Street, San Francisco 9, California 

second: Vice-President 2.4. i a ae The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 

3119 W. Sixth Street, Los Angles 5, California 
RE CLOLCIT Viens teense ete aoa einai a hes ae a The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 
4135 - 14th Avenue, Sacramento, California 

TIS BEXG Yb 555 ae es Ee aoe ee MNT ILI MSN BIR ee CAND RUN ieee ee eed Mr. Carl A. Bell 
2844 Grand Avenue, Huntington Park, California 

OLCIMISLLCI CIN ieee ek os ee ae ne ee Re a a The Rev. Henry Scherer, M.A. 
1329 S. Alvarado Street, Los Angeles 6, California 

DENS Se gis iy ee ky RR eS hr an Re The Rev. Edward J. Hoick, D.D. 


1041 Leighton Avenue, Los Angeles 37, California 
TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., The Rev. 
Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Mr. Carl A. Bell 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., The Rev. 
Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Mr Carl A. Bell, The Rev. 
Carl V. Tambert, The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, Mr. Fritz Noel, Mr. Fritz F. Bowman, 
Mr. L. S. Johnston, Mr. Wm. Titmas 
THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
1948—The Rev. H. A. Anspach, D.D., The Rev. Charles A. Miley 
1949—The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
1950—The Rev. H. C. Lindsay (Convenor), The Rev. J. Edward Oslund 
THE FOREIGN MISSION 
1948—The Rev. Dwight L. Miley, Chairman 
1949—The Rev. Titus Scholl 
1950—The Rev. David E. Robison 
THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
1948-—The Rev. Frederick A. Smith, Th.D., The Rev. Henry I. Kohler, D.D. 
1949-_The Rev. Clifford B. Holand, Chairman, The Rev. Louis Mertz 
1950—The Rev. Arthur Alm, The Rev. John P. Stump, The Rev. Edward J. 
Mattson, S.T.D. 
; THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 
The Rev. Arthur Alm, Chairman; The Rev. Milus Bonker, The Rev. Theodore 
A. Youngquist 
THE PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 
The Rev. Orval Awerkamp, Secretary; The Rev. Franklin Swanson, Asst. Secy. 
_ THE LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISERS 
The Synodical League—The Rev. Clarence Crouser 
The Northern District—The Rev. Theodore Youngquist 
The Southern District—The Rev. Harold Lorimer 
THE NECROLOGIST 
The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Mr. P. O. Narveson, Chairman; Mr. Charles Hushaw, The Rev. Erwin Vosseler, 
The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter, Ph.D., The Rev. J. George Dorn, IDA), 
THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 
The Rev. Charles Smith, Chairman; The Rev. John B. Nield, Ph.D., 
The Rev. Willis Forsyth 
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THE COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. George Spindt, Chairman; The Rev. Paul Keck, The Rev. August Claus 
THE COMMITTEE ON REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 
The Rev. L. A. Failing, Chairman; The Rev. J. Edward Ackerman, The Rev. 
Donald F. Wagner, The Rev. John P. Stump 
THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Chairman; The Rev. Philip Bergstresser, The Rev. 
Eldon R. Miller, The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Mr. Howard Wiseman 
THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 
The Rev. Frederick A. Smith, Th.D., Chairman; The Rev. A. J. Solden, D.D., The 
Rev. Glen O. Balsley, The Rev. Herman Lucas 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, Chairman; The Rev. John C. Bitter, The Rev. Robert 
Kerstetter, Ph.D., The Rev. Arthur Hormann, Ph.D. 
THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 
The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., Commissioner; The Rev. L. A. Failing, 
Assistant Commissioner 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 
Synodical Chairman—Mr. Howard Logan 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Glen O. Balsley 
Southern Conference—The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman 
THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
The Rev. Donald Endter, Chairman; The Rev. John P. Stump, The Rev. E, Dale 
Click, Mr. Howard Logan 
THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. John P. Stump, Chairman; The Rev. H. Edward Hamme, The Rev 
Elwood Schwenk 
THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 
The Rev. Ross Hidy, Chairman; The Rev. A. J. Soldan, The Rev. Titus Scholl, 
The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman, The Rev. Fred Bartelt 
THE COMMITTEE ON CAMPS 
The Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Chairman; The Rev. Arthur Alm, The Rev. Paul 
Keck, The Rev. Quentin P. Garman, The Rev. Charles A. Miley, 
The Rev. Ross Hidy, The Rev. Gerald Strickler 
THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
The Rev. F. W. Heinecken, Chairman; The Rev. J. S. Herold, D.D., 
The Rev. E. Dale Click 
DIRECTOR OF THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIPS OF 
THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 
Mrs. Charles S. Izenour 
THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
Elizabeth Young, Director 
DIVISION OF CURCH EXTENSION 
The Rev. Edward N. Spirer, Director; Mr. Carl A. Bell, 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 
THE BOARD FOR THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 
1948—The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., President; The Rev. Howard A. 
Anspach, D.D., The Rev. Edward N. Spirer 
1949—The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D., Mr. F. C. Noel, Mr. William Capel 
1950—The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Mr. F. C. Bowman 
Appointive—Mrs. Chas. S. Izenour, Mr. Carl A. Bell, Mr. Henry Foster 
AUDITORS 
Ernst and Ernst 
TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. James P. Beasom, jn DD: 
THE CHAPLAIN 
To be appointed later by the Executive Committee of Synod 
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MINUTES 


of the 


Fifty-seventh Annual Convention of the 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
of California | 


FIRST SESSION 


San Diego, California, January 26, 1948 
The Fifty-seventh Annual Covention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
the Holy Communion, Liturgists: the Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, the Rev. Erwin A. 
Vosseler; Administrants: the Rev. H. Paul Romeis and the Rev. A. B. Schwertz; 
Homolist the Rev. James P. Beasom. Special music was furnished by the choir 
of First Lutheran Church, San Diego, California. 


SECOND SESSION 


San Diego, California, January 27, 1948 


Theodore A. Youngquist, Chaplain, presented the opening devotions on the 
theme, “The Message for Men.” 

The fifty-seventh annual convention was formally opened by President 
Beasom, using the prescribed Order. 

The Roll of Synod was called with 55 Pastors and 32 Lay delegates present. 

The motion prevailed that the Synod Attendance Cards distributed by the 
Secretary be used as the official roll of Synod. 

The Committee on Reference and Counsel presented the program for the 
Convention. The motion prevailed that their report be adopted. 

The following new members were presented to the Synod and welcomed 
by the President: The Rev. John Stump, the Rev. Howard A. Lenhardt, the Rev. 
Kenneth E. Linton, the Rev. H. G. Schwegler, Mr. George Lovekamp. 

The following guests were presented: The Rev. Alfred Tonness, Ph.D., the 
Rev. G. Elson Ruff, Litt.D:, Editor of “The Lutheran” and official representative 
of the United Lutheran Church in America to the Convention; the Rev. W. P. 
Hieronymus, Ph.D., President of Midland College; Mr. Howard L. Logan, Presi- 
dent of the Luther League of America and manager of the Los Angeles branch 
of the publication house. 

The motion prevailed that we grant the guests the privilege of a voice on 
the floor. 

The following convention committees were appointed by the President and 
approved by the Convention. 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


President's Report 
The Rev. Milus Bonker, Chairman; the Rev. Charles Miley, the Rev. Orval 
Awerkamp, Mrs. Charles Remmers, Mr. R. L. McKern. 


Claims 
The Rev. Henry Scherer, Chairman; the Rev. Paul E. Keck, Mr. Carl A. Bell, 
Mr. David Lingle. : 
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Letters and Papers 


The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Chairman; the Rev. Louis Mertz, Mr. Howard 
Wiseman. 


Tellers 


The Rev. David Robison, Chairman; The Rev. Frederick Wentz, The Rev. 
Gerald Strickler, Mr. John Nelson, Mr. G. Olsen. 


Publicity 
The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, Chairman; The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, The 
Rev. Quentin P. Garman. 


Convention Reporter to The Lutheran 
The Rev. Quentin P. Garman. 


Chairman of the Layman’s Meeting 
Mr. Fritz Bowman. 


Excuses 


The Rev. George Spindt, Chairman; The Rev. Charles P. Smith, The Rev. 
Titus Scholl, Mr. Wm. Capel. 


Assistant to the Secretary 
The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser. 


The motion prevailed that the President of Synod be asked to read his 
report. 


THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


“Grace, mercy and peace, from God the Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Amen. 


“It hath seemed good unto me to show the signs and wonders 
that the Most High God hath wrought toward me (us). How 
great are His signs! how highty are His wonders! His kingdom 
is an everlasting. kingdom, and His Dominion is from genera- 
tion to generation.” Daniel 4:2-3. 


We Give Thanks: We give thanks unto almighty God for His protection and 
care through another year, for He has been with us, and it appears that He has 
been pleased to accomplish through us, unworthy though we may be in this 
holy office, great wonders. We are aware that it is His doing, for that which has 
been achieved could not have been were it not for His Help. 


We marvel at the signs of His presence and the results of His guidance. He 
has given fields white unto the harvest. He has answered the prayers for 
laborers. He has provided us with the means to carry on His work. Congrega- 
tions praising Him and living serviceably have not only come inio existence, 
but to those already planted and watered, He has brought an increase in 
membership and love. Benevolent funds have been given to all of the agencies 
of the larger church. An institution of mercy has been born; a camp for youth 
has been purchased. How great are the signs! How mighty are His wonders! 


Moreover, He has given unto us those with whom we are to labor: Com- 
mittees of Synod, Boards of the Church, Officers of our national Body. All have 
worked magnificently together. We could not have either planned this or 
brought it about, but He has done it. Even when we pause in sadness at the 
passing of a beloved co-worker in the kingdom, we are aware that He raises 
up another. No one is indispensable, for His dominion is from generation to 
generation. How marvelous is the Most High Godl 


We will have failed in this report if He is not seen in all achievements. In 


the signs and wonders recorded, He is the author. Let:us give thanks unto Him 
and sing forth His praises. 


Laymen: Congregations are first of all laymen, souls called, gathered and 
sanctified by the Lord. We must record the glorious accomplishments of this 
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noble army. We must thank each for his support of the program of the church. 
Another year the benevolences have been paid in full to meet the crying needs 
of the larger work of God's kingdom. Anoiher year Lutheran World Action funds 
have been oversubscribed to spread the loving arm of our Lord over a deva- 
stated world to bring hope and life to a sad people. Another year local congre- 
gations have been given the means to expand their missionary efforts in their 
Own communities. Laymen have given not only of their means, but also of their 
time and talents. 


Some of these laymen, God has called through His church to places of 
service and they have done exceedingly well. We record the names of only a 
few. Mr. Howard Logan has been elevated to the high office of the presidency 
of the Luther League of America and is serving faithfully and well. Mr. F. J. 
Bowman, a member of the Home Mission Committee of Synod, has brought 
leadership io the men of Synod and has piloted in a mugnificent way the 
Brotherhood of the Southern Conference. Mrs. Peter Kramer, the president of 
the Synodical Women’s Missionary Society, has given inspiration and leader- 
ship to the women of the Church both in the Islands and on the mainland. Mrs. 
Charles Izenour, the Director of the Women’s Fellowships for the California 
Lutheran Home, has been tireless in her service for the Lord. One of the Jewels 
the Master has permitted us to know, Mr. F. C. Noel, has continued his long 
years of valuable service to the Synod and the Church at large. To these and 
many unnamed heroes of the faith, we express the appreciation of the grateful 
people of our Lord. 2 


Pasiors: Pastors are laymen called to special service in the church and 
ordained as Ministers of the Church to preach the Word and administer the 
Sacraments. As laymen, they are missionaries, for to all who name the Name 
of Christ is the command given to go into all the world. This task must always 
be understood as the responsibility to all members of the Church. It is our pur- 
pose here to express our gratitude unto God for giving to us not only pastors 
consecrated to the tasks for which they have been ordained, but for the faith- 
ful missionaries our pastors are. They have done a glorious work during the 
past twelve months. 


All of our pastors have served the larger church on special committees of 
Synod; some have served in executive positions. For all of these special services 
we would offer our petitions of thanksgiving. It would not be out of place to 
call to the attention of the Church the faithful services of a few: the Rev. H. 
Paul Romeis, the president of the Northern Conference and the Director of 
Lutheran World Action in Synod; the Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., the presi- 
dent of the Southern Conference and the able financial assistant in the funding 
of the debt on the California Lutheran Home, and the Rev. Carl V. Tambert, the 
Stewardship chairman of Synod who has given so freely of his energies and 
time in this period of our special emphasis. 


The President's Office: Your president has enjoyed the office provided by 
the First English Lutheran Church of Los Angeles in its beautiful church plant, 
for which Synod contributes a small amount for utilities and services. For this 
kindness, your president wishes to thank this loyal congregation and its pastor. 

During the year Mrs. Jeanne Rubrecht found it necessary to resign as the 
secretary to the president of Synod. During the interim, Mrs. Robert Inslee 
assisted the president from time to time without cost, while a few others were 
paid for interim services. In September, Lydia Jeanne Rigel accepted the posi- 
tion and has served well in her new office. To each of these, we express our 
thanks. 

Three years have now passed since the office of the president was estab- 
lished on a full-time basis. The Lord has been good to us during these years 
and has blessed us in many ways too numerous to recount, but He has espe- 
cially made it possible for the president and the congregations of Synod to 
work together in a great degree of harmony. In the few instances of differences, 
He has found a way to bring about a solution, and we come to the close of the 
year and the beginning of another with less friction existing and with greater 
goodwill among all than at any period in almost six years that your present 
president has been in office. It is the Lord that is bringing us to be “in one 
accord.” Let us strive always for it. 


1] 


Your president is not only conscious of his many mistakes and failures, 
but especially is he aware of the vast amount of that which should have been 
done that he has not done. He places these before God and His Church in 
sincere confession begging forgiveness. 


The Synod’s Business: The business of Synod is now big business. We have 
grown through these years from one of the smaller synods of the church to one 
approaching the size of some of the larger ones. Where we handled a few 
hundred dollars before, we are now handling many thousands of dollars. Our 
forward program has already passed the million dollar mark and our plans call 
for another million dollars in expenditures for advance work on our territory. 


This larger work requires a vast amount of traveling on the part of your 
president, with many nights away from home. This year over 40,000 miles have 
been traveled by car, over 25,000 by railroad and about 5,000 by air. The work 
in the office is increasing rather than decreasing. The correspondence that 
required filing in cabinets during the past year has filled more than three 
drawers of the files. Two hundred fifty-five dollars have been spent for stamps 
alone, which would mean that over 5,000 first class or air mail letters have been 
written and sent. Your president continues to preach many sermons, deliver 
many addresses, attend many conferences. It is his prayer that God may be 
using him in all of these. The unfinished tasks of the kingdom are pressing. The 
time is short. 


Our Territory: In conference with the presidents of our neighboring sister 
synods of the United Lutheran Church in America and a representative of the 
Executive Board of the ULCA, it was agreed that the territory of the California 
Synod would cover the states of Arizona, Nevada, California and the Territory 
of Hawaii. That no congregation within the territory of a synod in the far west 
would be accepted by a sister synod in any dispute between the congregation 
and the synod of which it was a part. These two items will come to us for 
special action. 


In this vast area allocated to our care, there are many fields awaiting the ~ 


ministry of the Church for which we are definitely responsible. It is our purpose 
to continue our missionary program. During the past year seven congregations 
have been organized and one other has been brought into existence since the 
first of the year. All eight of them will be presented-for reception at this 
convention of Synod. 


We congratulate each of these new missions and express our gratitude to 
each of the pastor-organizers: the Rev. Franklin Swanson, the Rev. Louis Mertz, 
the Rev. Paul Gerberding, the Rev. Willis Forsyth, the Rev. Quentin Garman, 
the Rev. J. Edward Oslund, the Rev. Kenneth Linton and the Rev. John P. Stump. 
The Rev. Elvin Hansen and the Rev. Lester Keasey assisted in the organization 
of Mt. Zion, Yreka, California. 


Nevada: With the organization of the Ev. Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd at Reno, Nevada, under the pastoral leadership of the Rev. J. Edward 
Oslund, Synod enters another State in its territory. It is our hope that there will 
be several sister congregations soon in this new area of Synod. 


Sixty Congregations: The Synod now consists of sixty congregations, with 
over twenty-five thousand members. All the congregations are doing well and 
are located in challenging fields. Some of them are making extremely rapid 
progress. A few of them face problems in our changing west. These sixty 
congregations now own and operate for the first time the California Lutheran 
Home for the Aged and the California Lutheran Camp. They have on their 
territory one of the most beautiful branch stores of the United Lutheran Publica- 
tion House. And they are planning the establishment of a Lutheran Theological 
Seminary for the west coast. Truly the Church in this far west is marching on. 


The California Lutheran Home: The man of the year of the California 
Synod is the Rev. Edward N. Spirer. It has been primarily through his efforts 
that the Synod now possesses one of the finest homes for the aged in the State 
of California. It has been so described by State Inspectors and national leaders. 
Pastor Spirer gave not only of his time and intelligent direction but also of his 
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own strength in the rebuilding of the main house of the former James J. Hill 
estate, so that it could be transformed into a usable plant for a home. In doing 
this he enlisted the aid of a large number of pastors and laymen, who served 
in many capacities in the rebuilding program. Besides, he found craftsmen who 
were willing to give their services at reduced costs and building material com- 
panies who were willing to sell us the needed goods and equipment at whole- 
sale, so that we were able to save over ten thousand dollars in the program. 
Added io this, Pastor Spirer has continued as business manager, doing the 
buying at the Home, continually saving us many dollars each month. All of 
this has been done with the finest Christian spirit. He is our man of the year. 
The details on the Home will be found in the report of the Board for the Home 
for the Aged. : 


The California Lutheran Camp: In cooperation with the California Lutheran 
Hospital, Synod has been given the possession of the property of the California 
Lutheran Camp in the San Bernardino Mountains, with assets of nearly 
twenty-five thousand dollars, at a cost of about twenty-five hundred dollars. 
Synod wishes to express to the members of the Lutheran Hospital Society of 
Southern California, to Mr. Ritz Heerman, the superintendent, and to Mr. F. C. 
Noel, the president, the appreciation of Synod in this transaction. Synod will 
need to raise about ten thousand dollars this year io bring the camp to its full 
usefulness to Synod for an all summer program of camping. 


Our College and Seminary: Considerable time has been given to the edu- 
cational institutions supported by Synod. It has been deemed wise to separate 
Western Seminary from Midland College, and the new constitution for the new 
seminary will come before synod for action. During these days of rapid expan- 
sion of our educational institutions and the increased prices of everything, 
Synod should continue its full support of these schools. There remains about 
three thousand dollars on our pledge to the forward Midland Campaign; this 
should be paid at once. It is hoped that Synod will make some provision for 
this payment. Representing our schools at Synod is the Rev. W. P. Hieronymus, 
Ph.D., the president. We welcome him to our convention and urge the delegates 
to give to his message thoughtful consideration. 


Our Students: Our greatest need is men for the ministry and women for our 
church work. Although we have the largest number of students in our history 
studying for fulltime service, we fall far below the number needed to man our 
field. Every pastor and lay delegate should study the high school students in 
their congregation and place before those felt to be prepared spiritually and 
mentally the call to the gospel ministry and fulltime service in the church. To 
those students needing financial aid to accomplish their education, Synod will 
always iry io give assistance. 


The U.L.C.A.: In 1918 the merger of the General Council, the General Synod 
and the General Synod South into the United Lutheran Church in America took 
place. As a fitting anniversary appeal in these days of crying needs, the Cleve- 
land convention voted to seek a double budget in 1948. To this Synod this is a 
MUST. We are aware of the pressing demands for funds. If our area is to be 
taken for Christ with those of the world over, we must not fail. Every congrega- 
tion must plan early to meet these needs. Payments of more than the double 
apportionment should be sent in every month to the treasurer of Synod. Let us 
enter into the fellowship of Double Discipleship. 


Lutheran World Action: The goal of $10,000,000 for L.W.A. has been passed. 
Synod raised its quota almost 130%. This brings our emergency relief funds to 
a total of twenty-one millions of dollars. But the emergency is not over. No one 
thinks so. All are cognizant of the hunger, the cold, the spiritual starvation 
rampant in the world. Our minimum L.W.A. needs for 1948 will be $4,000,000. 
Our people have never failed to reach the 100% and then go the second mile. 
Let us keep that record. Give to all of the people all of the information given 
to the churches. An informed people will give liberally. 


Lutheran World Federation: The California Synod rejoices in the formation 
of the Lutheran World Federation, brought into existence at Lund, Sweden, 
during this past year. As members of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
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we hold membership in this world body and enjoy the fellowship of those of 
the Faith of Augsburg the world over. Our prayers are for our new world 
teaders that God may work through them to strengthen and to build His 
Church. 


Salaries: The financial status of our pastors continues to weight heavily 
upon all of us. Each congregation must restudy the salary paid its pastor. 
There should be a minimum rise of 10% over that paid during 1947 to meet the 
increased costs. Our pastors must be given adequate compensation, so that 
they may be able to serve the Lord without worry over their personal finances. 
Most of our congregations are fulfilling their responsibility to their pastors, but 
all must do so. 


We are grateful for the response of the congregations to the request made 
last year for pastoral pensions. Almost all of our congregations and almost all 
of our active pastors in our established churches are members of our ULCA 
Contributary Pension Plan. Valiant service was rendered Synod in this program 
by the Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, D.D., who visited many of our congregations 
presenting the plan before church councils and congregations. 


Our Publications: Our local-synodical news is given to our congregations 
gratis through our Golden State Lutheran. Ten thousand copies are printed. Our 
people should have these copies. We are depending upon the congregations 
for their distribution. It is a loss to Synod when this is not adequately done. 
Each congregation should study this problem of local distribution. 


Through the pages of the LUTHERAN, the work of our church at large is 
given. It should be in every home of every member of every congregation of 
Synod. We failed miserably in this last subscription campaign. It is not enough 
to announce the campaign, it must be systematically pushed. The LUTHERAN 
will keep our people informed, and an informed people will support both the 
local and larger church with time, talents, and means. 


We are fortunate to have as the official representative of the United 
Lutheran Church in America to our Convention, the Rev. G. Elson Ruff, Litt.D., 
the editor of the LUTHERAN. He is one of the best informed churchmen in 


America, and one of the strongest leaders in our U.L.C.A. We welcome him to 
our territory. 


Evangelism: The first responsibility of the church is always evangelism. The 
job is never completed. This is especially true in a field such as has been 
allotted to us. Many millions of souls are placed within our care. Most of them 
are unchurched and pagan. The Board of Social Missions of our U.L.C.A is 
sending to us the Rev. Royal Lesher to direct a special program of Evangelism 
to take place between Easter and Pentecost. 


Division of Church Extension: As the evangelism program expands our 
existing congregations and brings into being new congregations, we are con- 
fronted with physical needs of church buildings. To meet these needs Synod has 
established a Division of Church Extension and called the Rev. Edward N. 
Spirer as the executive director. Our first building programs under this division 
are now in the process of construction at the Beverly Hills Lutheran Church, 
the Rev. Guy L. Hudson, pastor, and at Whittier, the Rev. David L. Robison, 
pastor. It is hoped more churchly and more adequate buildings may be erected 
under this plan with less expense to the congregations. 


FIVE POINT PROGRAM FOR 1948; 


Te EVANGELISM: Each congregation shall carry out an intensive program of 
evangelism throughout the year with the end in mind of at least a 10% 
gain in membership by December 31, 1948. 


Each congregation will enter the synodical-wide evangelism program 
between Easter and Pentecost, using the materials and the assistance 
afforded by the ULCA Board of Social Missions. 

Each congregation will make a thorough study of its membership to reclaim 
all lapsed members, to transfer to other congregations all members removed 
from its parish, and enlist all members in an active participation in the 
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II. 


II. 


IV. 


evangelism effort through faithful church attendance, the bringing of 
visitors to the worship services with them, the visitation of the unchurched 
in the parish and the invitation to the unchurched for membership. 


ENLISTMENT: Each congregation will make a careful study of its member- 
ship to enlist all of its members in an active participation in all of the 
activities of the congregation. 

Each congregation shall make a survey of all of its youth attending high 
schools or schools of higher learning and shall place before those consid- 
ered to be worthy to serve as full-time workers within the Church the 
challenge of the gospel ministry and the other ministries of the Church. 
Each congregation will encourage all of its women to join the Women’s 
Missionary Society, all of its men to join the Brotherhood and all of its youth 
to join the Luther League. 

Each congregation shall hold a community-wide enlistment program for 
Church school scholars, using the helps provided by the Parish and Church 
School Board. 


EXPANSION: Each congregation shall study its program with the thought in 
mind of expanding its services in the parish through the increasing of the 
number of church services, services of holy communion, services to shut-ins, 
religious educational classes, religious and social activities, ete. 

Each congregation shall make a study of its physical assets to see that 
they are covered adequately by insurance, protected by faithful care 
(Repainted and rebuilt when needed), and used to the best service to the 
kingdom. : 
Each congregation should study its physical property in the light of enlarge- 
ment of its plant for an enlarged congregational program. Each -congrega- 
tion should own a parsonage and should keep it modernized, in good repair 
and painted. 

Each congregation should study the possibility of feeder Sunday Schools in 
areas unchurched near the parish and the use of Church School busses to 
transport scholars from fields without Lutheran ministrations. 

Each congregation should strive for a 10% increase in attendance at wor- 
ship services and at Sunday School. A determined effort should be made to 
enroll every possible scholar in a catechetical class. 


ENRICHMENT: Each congregation shall participate in a synod-wide cam- 
paign for the raising of funds for local purposes. (To be held in the fall of 
1948.) 

Congregations having debts will do all in their power to reduce or to 
eliminate these during 1948 either through funds raised in the concerted 
effort of Synod or through a local campaign. 

Congregations seeking to erect church buildings shall use the services pro- 
vided by the Synod’s Division of Church Extension either for erection of the 
buildings or for consultation or both. 

Each congregation shall encourage its members to remember the church 
institutions in their wills, especially the California Lutheran Home for the 
Aged. Congregations shall, likewise, encourage the use of the Memorial 
Cards for the Home. 


. EXTENSION: Each congregation shall forceably carry on a program for the 


1948 Double Apportionment, so that the kingdom might be extended both 
at home and overseas. 

Each congregation shall commit itself to a minimum of 100% of its Lutheran 
World Action quota, so that the ministry of mercy to the stricken areas of 
the world might be continued and extended. 

Each congregation shall encourage its members to support the California 
Lutheran Home for the Aged by a Harvest Home Festival of supplies for the 
Home, by encouraging memberships in the Women’s Fellowship chapters 
of the Home and the Social Missions Society of Southern California, and by 
direct contributions. 
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Each congregation shall assist Synod in the planting of new missions. (To 
keep the members informed, each congregation should see that the Golden 
State Lutherans are adequately distributed to its membership and that each 
home has a copy of the Lutheran.) 


Statistics and Official Acts: 


1, RESI 


~, 


GNATIONS: 


Jonuary 31, 1947, The Rev. Arthur C. Knudten, St. Michael's, Berkeley. 
April 9, 1947, The Rev. Lester D. Keasey, Asst. Pastor, Trinity, Pasadena. 
June 1, 1947, The Rev. Glenn O. Balsley, Board Missionary. 

June 3, 1947, The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D., Trinity, Pasadena. 
August 15, 1947, The Rev. George N. Thompson, Altadena. 

August 31, 1947, The Rev. Robert J. Marshall, Grace, Alhambra. 
September 15, 1947, The Rev. Earl J. Johnson, Board Missionary. 
November 21, 1947, The Rev. Harold J. Lorimer, Grace, San Jose. 
December 25, 1947, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, First, Oakland. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. Fred H. Barielt, Board Missionary. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. L. A. Failing, Board Missionary. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. Willis J. Forsyth, Board Missionary. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. Quentin P. Garman, Board Missionary. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. Dwight L. Miley, Board Missionary. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. David E. Robison, Board Missionary. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, Board Missionary. 


2. CALLS ACCEPTED: 


February 20, 1947, The Rev. H .G. Schwegler, St. Michael's, Berkeley. 
May 25, 1947, The Rev. Glenn O. Balsley, St. Paul's, Vallejo. 
November 21, 1947, The Rev. Harold J. Lorimer, Grace, Alhambra. 
December 25, 1947, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Trinity, Pasadena. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. Fred H. Bartelt, St. James, Richmond. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. L. A. Failing, Luther Memorial, Burbank. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. Willis J. Forsyth, Redeemer, El Monte. 
December 31, 1947, The Rev. Quentin P. Garman, Christ, San Diego. 


December 31, 1947, The Rev. Dwight L. Miley, First English, San 
Francisco. 


December 31, 1947, The Rev. David E. Robison, Salem, Whittier. 


December 31, 1947, The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, Transfiguration, Los 
Angeles. 


8. INSTALLATIONS: 


February 2, 1947, The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz, Grace, Culver City. 
February 23, 1947, The Rev. Donald W. Endter, Faith, Phoenix. 
March 9, 1947, The Rev. Titus R. Scholl, Our Saviour’s, Tucson. 
June 29, 1947, The Rev. Glenn O. Balsley, St. Paul's, Vallejo. 

June 29, 1947, The Rev. H. G. Schwegler, St. Michael's, Berkeley. 


4. DISMISSALS: 


June 11, 1947, The Rev. Robert Wheatley, The Pacific Synod. 


October 1, 1947, The Rev. George N. Thompson, The Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. 


November 1, 1947, The Rev. Lloyd Jacobson, The Pacific Synod. 


5. ORDINATION: 


May 18, 1947, The Rev. Robert Wheatley, at First, Los Angeles. 
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6. ORGANIZATION OF CONGREGATIONS: 


March 16, 1947, The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Transfiguration, Los 
Angeles. 


May 15, 1947, The Lakewood Ev. Lutheran Church, Long Beach. 
May 25, 1947, Trinity United Ev. Lutheran Church, Pomona. 

June 1, 1947, The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, El Monte. 
June 8, 1947, Christ Ev. Lutheran Church, San Diego. 


December 7, 1947, The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Reno. 


December 14, 1947, Mt. Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Yreka. 


January 25, 1948, The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Foothills, Montrose- 
La Canada, California. 


7. DEDICATIONS: 
April 27, 1947, Church and Parish House, Grace, Culver City. 
July, 27, 1947, Church, Transfiguration, Los Angeles. 
July 27, 1947, Church and Parish House, Trinity, Pomona. 
December 28, 1947, California Lutheran Home for the Aged, Alhambra. 


Grateful unto God we record the accomplishments of a year as we press on 
in the task and on the territory which the Lord our Master has assigned. May 
He send His Holy Spirit to keep up strong in the faith, faithful to the task, and 
always full of the blessed gospel of His love. Amen. 


Humbly and respectfully submitted, 
JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, President 


The motion prevailed that the President's Report be received with a rising 
vote of commendation and referred to the proper committee for study and 
recommendation. 
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Mr. Carl A. Bell presented the Treasurer's Report. 


INCOME AND EXPENSE REPORT—GENERAL 
CALIFORNIA SYNOD * 


Year Ending December 31, 1947 


GaliforniatiSynod RECON StS seo nn eee re ee eee 
Salary. .ofWPresident::2.-" 2. 42 ee $ 5,000.00 
President's. Office °& Travel Expense... ee 4,292.25 
Pension PlanvExpense. 22. re eee 200.00 
Salary) President's Secretary: 2a eee eee 1,438.45 
Witlities-@ flies se se Ne ee eee 300.00 
©thersSynodical®Salaniest.. t= ne 570.00 


Synodicdie Minttes we. ee tee ten ene ek eee eee OOO 
SYNOGICG] SUP Piles) 00 ee eee ee eee, MUU ES 


Others SynodicaltExpensesicc so ee 2,764.80 
Ministerial’ Education’ (a2 aa a eee 1,320.00 
Golden= State uLuthercn 2 eee ee 622.22 
Yosemite tboarkeChurclae re... eee eee ee eee ee eee 75.00 
Sequoic? Parke Churches. een eee ees $0.00 
Calif. Lutheran Camp Development... 1,000.00 


Total Expenses 


sh $27,102.47 


$19,433.37 


Synod. Operating. Fundson Handi 22-2 ODES 


Gashaint Bankie es oy a ris A eee kee eee, re eee $11,611.65 
Funds Payable and Reserves: 

Apportionment. es see eee $ 165.77 

Midland" Collegeis == ses oer ee 205.00 

New Mission Reserve... -..---se----ceeceeeee-eeeneee 415.67 

Division, Church Extension... 1.101.49 

Lutheronn World Action= ees . 434.36 


Youth Camp Reserve... 688.00 


Lutheran Student Foundation... 305.05 
Roreign Missions <2 te eee =) clk 
Lutheran Welfare Council No. Calif..ti00n09 50.00 
Lutheran Welfare Council So. Calif... 100.00 
Children: of ihe Church = = 6128 


Protestant Weekday Religious Education 25.00 
Lutheran Camp Receipts... 10.00 


Other™Benevolences: 2 en ee 300.00 


$ 3,492.55 


Synod Operating Funds on Hand... 
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-$ 7,669.10 


CHURCH EXTENSION DIVISION 
Year Ending December 31, 1947 


Sashwnecelvecmiroms OV NOC eet eee See ee at ee $ 3,000.00 
Disbursements: 
superintendents soGlaryirc.o es a $ 400.00 
Beverly Hills—Materials ........- $ 725.75 
Beverly Hills—Paryrolls 200000... 295.90 
$ 1,021.65 
Payroll Taxes—Federal—Beverly Hills... 2.96 
Payroll Taxes—State—Beverly Hills 2. 7.99 
Misc. Expenses—Beverly Hills one. ceeeeseeeee eee 1.18 
Total isbnrsemenismes + see eg ee ee ee ee $ 1,433.78 
Netz@perctingsbunds onelHonde = 5. Je ee $ 1,566.22 
Cashing banks os fase we: eee ee Ae TOA 


Petty G crshs gee ete oe ee ee eee ee ee ee 00.00 


$ 1,601.49 
Accounts Payable 


Federal Incomes Taxes Withheld... $ 18.38 
FOABSWithhelds == = ee ees 2.97 
State Unemployment Ins. Withheld... 2.97 


Employer's Federal & State 
PP CUTOMMNCKOS 5 se eee ee NOS 


Total Accounts Payable i.e eneneeeeneeeeeee Sf 35.27 


Net Operating Funds on Homann... .-a-_anan ene 1,566.22 
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HOME FOR AGED 
Receipts and Expense Statement 
Year Ending December 31, 1947 


Receipts from Church and Other Gifts.....---——---------+ $39,848.25 
Receipts from Synod—Apportionment......----------------- 3,461.77 
Receipts—Appropricted a --_-----n-----n-enn-nnen ene ecceneen cece 2,854.97 
Receipts—Memorials -..--------------n-----n-neenennennenen nn ereceeecne eens 55.00 


Receipts—Entrance Deposits -....---------------------enne 6,701.68 
Receipts— Core anne an nea anna nnn nnnnnnne ean ncn ec eeeenteremerenccnnene 1,605.00 $54,526.67 


Receipts—Donated—Food __ nas nn-n anna nena 321.54 
Receipts—Donated—Labor, isiricl Eira tig es .... 15,284.00 
Receipts—Donated—Architects Fees -...-.---------—--—----~--- 2,400.00 
Receipts—Jebbia Donation—House at Gate_..._---------------- 10,000.00 
Recsipts—Miscs Donations! =.= ees 4,609.60 $32,615.14 


Total Receipts” 1947.24 ee eet Oe 
Balance January J, 10472. oo oe 


Total Recelpisy. 25.2 ee ee ee eee eee $89,510.76 


Expenses: 


Interestek cec epee BL Nee enn ee eS eee a DRE O UL 
Staffe Salaries ain bce ts 2 eee ae ee OS EO) 
Caretaker (previous to opening)... 1,597.50 
Utilities tes 2.08 Oe CC Oe oe eee BOO IEE S 
Maintenance Feponee Rie Re Pra ee Ree eS ak Om NI 
Statlonerysomd ‘Printing. eee OL OLS 
Insuremoe’ Premivinis 2205 ese. eee ae eee ALCS 
County whoxesi. 200) SS ee ae eS ee ee POOLS 
Foods Supplies «2th tote oe er ee ee OS ONLG 
Travely Expenses. ©. ccc oc ere seeaen he ee tere te ea 85.20 
Auditing Expense -.. Set ee ee ee See OOO 
Business Management Expense....................---- 100.00 
Laundry s Expense ee ee ee eee 21.35 
Deprecicttion ) 2. s:t. 2. See en ee ee ee ee OBOE 
Misc. Expenses . Fe Se Sat i OOO ee 


Total? Expenses <5 = ee ee Ae et rere SOG SRO 


Net Receipts ....s2 ce ce Sa ee Ee ee eT OIRO ITA 
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HOME FOR AGED 
Balance Sheet 


Year Ending December 31, 1947 


ASSETS 
(SEE QC afr etc a a eet GE 30,433.7 
VES IG 104 mesa alr eran lS a RT ea ‘ 100.00 
Note Receivable—La Canada... . 5,500.00 
Note Receivable—Church Extension... 3,000.00 
Lot uick Hageise saree fo Sees Ne lee Ee $39,033.73 
MeCIEEStoie psa ets es ts Nien) oe Se $85,000.00 
Improvements to Buildlng.._...._ 23,772.50 
108,772.50 
Less Reserve for Depreciation—Bldgs..... 1,267.72 107,504.78 
Furnishings and Equipment................... 16,256.40 
Less Reserve for Depr—Furn. & Equip... 812.82 15,443.58 
Roodw@lnventoryee te dee ee Ie 325.00 
Preliminary Expenses—Cottages O/8/7: 
OCIA OSL MASSE Lae Cans ews eee Ne ee 123,847.13- 
ROLCIMPASSOIS te peta eae Cn, Jn ete Pee ee eke 162,880.86 
LIABILITIES 
Note Payable—J. Hartley Taylor... $20,000.00 
Note Payable— 
First Church, San Francisco...........-- 10,000.00 
Note Payable—Russell Fray.............---- 5,000.00 
Note Payable—Rev. Harter... 800.00 35,800.00 
Federal,.Income axes: Withheld: =e 58.40 
Funds on Deposit—Mrs. Martinson... ee eneneeeeenee 70.00 
Funds on Deposit—Mr. and Mrs. Schrickle......._....... 5,098.22 
Accrued Compensation Insurance... eee 31.50 
BundcdsxoneDepositsior=Cottages= = a se 10,000.00 
Gt cleibictoUned trees oe om ee ne ee Neer ee ee 51,058.12 
ISTE YY Sig Na ee ES I A At ek Se 0 33,000.00 
Balance Receipts—1946 2 -- 2,368.95 
otal Receipis—— 1947. ne eee 89,141.81 
89,510.76 
TOIcwExpenses—) 947 0 2s 10,688.02 78,822.74 
otcdeNetaNMOnties mesme Nini) oreo ener Sees ee enh re 111,822.74 
otal Lictbilttieswond Neti Worth. 20s 2 ee ee 162,880.86 


The Treasurer's report was received with a rising vote of thanks to Mr. Carl 
A. Bell for his excellent work, and ordered placed on file subject to audit. 

The motion prevailed that the report of the committee on the Constitution 
be received and adopted seriatim. 

The motion prevailed that the report be referred back to the committee for 
ten minutes for revision. 
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The Rev. Henry Scherer presented the following report: 
STATE OF THE CHURCH 


Our beloved Synod continues to manifest in her growth the rich blessing 
of Almighty God upon us. 


PHENOMENAL THIS YEAR was the fact that there was a larger increase in 
communing than confirmed members. Through four straight years California 
Synod has shown the largest percentage of increase in communicant members 
in the United Lutheran Church. 


With a national goal of 10% increase in communing membership, we have 
shown an increase of 16.80%. Of the 52 churches reporting in 1947, 27 have 
gained 10% or more. Giving registers a tremendous upsurge. Study the statis- 
tical reports and rejoice. For the fourth consecutive year each church in Synod 
is in the 100% bracket on payment of apportionment. 


Healthy increases are manifest in all auxiliary groups, except for a slight 
drop in the number of women who are members of a society. Sunday School 
scholars and catechumens are on the increase. We need to be much in prayer 
that the meager six students in seminary may show an increase, and that we 
may soon have young women in the deaconess training school. 


Thirteen congregations grew into the next hundred communing members: 
Glendale, from 800 to 900; Hollywood, from 700 to 800; Phoenix-Grace, skipping 
from 500 to 700; Long Beach-Trinity, North Hollywood, Richmond-Grace, San 
Francisco-St. Mark's, all going up to 400; Inglewood, Los Angeles-Advent, Oak- 
land-First, reaching 300; Burbank, Redlands, Vallejo pass the 100 mark. 

In the confirmed list: Los Angeles-First English passes 1000. In baptized 
membership: Sacramento-St. John’s reaches 1000; Long Beach-Trinity, Richmond- 
eee Diego-First, grew to 750; Fresno-First and Sacramento-First English 
attain 500. 


HOW WELL DO WE HOLD OUR MEMBERS? 


Rank 

in 1947 1947 1945-47 
Synod Congregation adult gain 3 yr. gain 
3 yr. accessions communicants communicants 
gains 
SA erkeley, gee ee eet 84 19 21 
SOw PTESNONkbitst ec ee Pee ea 7 7 
8: -ETEEno; St, EQUI Se ee file als) none 15 
oS. sbresno, Wartburg asi ees 1 none 1 
MSoETOn Ole eo ga oie ace eee 67 43 144 (2 yr.) 
OARRIGT 6 saret the Oe Recaiee ) Seeend ea le none loss 17 11 (2 yr.) 
AoeOauklandm First... 2 on eee 35 22 87 
PASS (Che o pRM NE AOI A ilps ALS CEE Bye a Had Deg 75 75 75 (1 yr.) 
Smhichmond, Grace nine wena ee 111 75 181 
43 Oaklond St: Johnis.ss eee 16 2 38 
40 eRichimond: .ot) jamessea oe ee 28 7 42 (2 yr.) 
31. Sacramento, First English... 66 10 56 

4. Sacramento, St. John’s... ._. 131 60 206 
33. Sacramento, St. Paul's... 17 10 51 
55. San Francisco, First English............ 8 loss 10 8 
82, San Francisco, St. Mark’'s...2_....- 83 15 55 
51. San Francisco, St. Matthew’s........ 22 none 22 
9/7. san -Froncisco, Temple... 20 2 4 
AGES COSI ie ann kn te ee ete 23 Lue, es 26 
BES CHimlOSO sites a ee 44 17 88 
AGiocrcNicteoy is eee 30 loss 2 33 
ns las 25: SO agree ah Ne 85 59 82 

FAY Gs 40 a va Sey ae ee Ea ere SL yam 2! 40 4 s 
YZ. Alncmibrcees.2 Tee ee 90 20 saa iS, 
28) Altadencrmsree a0.) ares 40 loss 9 60 


1947 1947 1945-47 

Synod Congregation adult gain 3 yr. gain 

3 yr. accessions communicants communicants 
gains 

Su bererly Milwen spe Sere 42 1 23 
pein Cink eee Cree Meet n> 43 17, 102 (2 yr.) 
Zoe CulveryCitys seen en wes Lee, 56 30 80 
Se OROMe arse ee eno. LS 62 45 45 (1 yr.) 
AR GOTAST Cl aap oe try are a Se 39 8 36 

BC lendGle gee .. paca, ween en) 129 104 328 

Ee lel aiiceletc lit. Se weuns See Oy Ik es rae 185 118 359 
sUveituntingiony rank eee hos 44 21 56 
(ailinclewood mee = teen atee st Cee 63 40 124 
SOLE WOOG icra co eben eee ty! 60 42 42 (1 yr.) 
Loe kong: Bedch,, Faith. 4 27 24 97 
lOpeLong Beachiairinity.2 © See 113 103 146 
Geos Angeles/ Advent... we 100 62 169 

59 Los Angeles, Bethany! =... 26 7 loss of 20 

8 Los Angeles, First English..2........ 144 70 PASS) 

44 Los Angeles, St. Mark's... 17 loss 20 on 

37 Los Angeles; St, Paul's.) 26 2) 43 

Zim MLOSe AIC OISS). ECIMStiGs... sa 122 62 62 (1 yr.) 
Or Northwoliywood j25.- 925. = 8 114 91 156 
SoPePasadenc, trinity: 2-5 ot 96 none 42 

Bie Phoenix ve cithe see Fe 87 55 159 

lope PHOSnix a GrdCe: ek tw ee 188 131 116 

S65 Pomoncs rimity. oo se ten tet, 54 45 45 (1 yr.) 
AUPY Redlands eFirst 5-3. se 23 16 24 

[Gas Riverside; sirinity> <2) ee a ee 56 30 ial 
ISmconeBemenrdino,. Firsh2-2-. os 46 ll 100 

20s Scr Diegos4Christ 225 Fe 5 113 96 96 (1 yr.) 
BAe PSC abiegO, Finsh se 2 m1. sesame 91 5 50 
Al Sans Diego/sSts Peters: 91 loss 23 40 (2 yr.) 
29: Sania -Barbara;- Grace... 27 8 59 
Iigesania. Monica. st) eauls.= a= 66 35 130 

Jee ucsOn Our soOvlOUr Sse <2. se 84 46 168 
47 Westwood; Village: —29 2 47 12 32 

ZO UN AbreIe SCULSIy pense sae 27 12 70 (2 yr.) 

3 year gain for Synod__....... 4,862 


COMMUNICANT MEMBERSHIP OF AVERAGE CONGREGATION 
Gain over California 


Gain over Calif. Gain over 
Year ULCA % Communing last year Synod. % Commun. last year 
1941 204 67.41% 2 148 57.45% 2 
1942 205 67.11% 1 154 58.17% 6 
1943 207 66.76% 2 173 BSB 75/5 19 
1944 211 66.91%, 4 188 60.35% 15 
1945 215 67.06% 4 195 62.59% 7 
1946 224 68.26% A) 207 65.91% 12 
1947 213 70.67% 6 
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COMMUNICANT MEMBERSHIP IN CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


Churches with membership of: Largest 


Year 100-199 200-299 300 & up Congregation 
1892 4 Z 0 San Francisco, First Eng. 260 
1897 6 l 0 Los Angeles, First Eng. 202 
1902 3 3 0 San Francisco; First Eng. 251 
1907 l l 2, Los Angeles, First Eng. 315 
1912 4 0 2 Los Angeles, First Eng. 388 
1917 8 2 ] Los Angeles, First Eng. 454 
1922 12 2 3 San Francisco, St. Mark 876 
1927 12 3 i Fresno, St. Paul's 346 
1932 12 3 1 Hollywood 341 
1937 9 7 1 Hollywood 371 
1942 14 6 5 Glendale 467 
1947 15 5 17 Glendale 906 
Number of Confirmed Percentage of Confirmed 
Year Members not Communing Members not Communing 
1947 5,219 29:33), 
1946 5,974 34.09%, 
1945 5,373 37.50% 
1944 5,067 39.65%, 
1943 4,445 40.31% 
1942 4,212 41.83%, 
1941 4,159 42.557, 


We started closing the gap in 1947] 
Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY SCHERER, Statistician 
The report was adopted. 


Mr. Elwood Bailey, a representative of the Mayor of the City of San Diego, 
brought the greetings of the Mayor and the City. 


REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


The working of God's grace through the churches of Synod in 1947 was 
again rich and fruitful. 


PHENOMENAL THIS YEAR is the report that while we grew 1446 in con- 
firmed membership, our Synod increased 1800, or more communing increase 
than confirmed. TE DEUM LAUDAMUS. 


Some of the increases over 1946 are: 


Baptized members te ee eee 2103 or 9.05% 
Confirmed! “membersep see. ee ee 1446 or 8.85% 
Communing) members ee = eee 1800 or 16.80% 
(Only five ULCA Synods gained more than 1800 members in 1946) 
Sundays ochool=scholong: ==: == aes oaeeee es il 
Catechiintens in. 3. eis Si ee ee PAN 
Members of, Meénisi Societies: === ee ee 208 
Members of Mixed ‘Groups: eee 305 
Members of Youth Societies: 202 
Property Viclue. 220s eee ek oe ee eee eee $734,755 
Indebtedness grew) Bui se ee 152,332 
Congregational expenditures -2u..u...eeeeeeeeeeeeenee 157,519 
Apportionment ped = = 10,469 
Unapportioned benevolence —WW. ee ; 
hoiclltexpenditures |. ee ere eee ._._ 169,105 


May the Holy Spirit lead us into yet more diligent and gracious living in 
the coming years. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY SCHERER, Statistician 
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CALIFORNIA SYNOD GROWTH 


Commun. Rank in Apportmt. Rank in 
Year emb. Gain Percent ULCA Paid ULCA 
1947 12,575 1800 16.80 19 58,637 Lite 
1946 10,775 1785 19.86 19 48 168 15 
1945 8,990 1277 16.53 19 38,812 1S 
1944 UNS 113] 17.03 20 30,709 15 
1943 6,582 725 12.38 21 23,408 18 
1942 D857 242 4.32 22 17,500 19 
194] 5,615 363 6.93 oe, 14,389 19 
1940 Spay 87 1.68 22 13,562 19 
CALIFORNIA SYNOD 
No. of Rank in S.S. Property Total Rank in 
Year Churches ULCA Pupils Value Expends. ULCA 
1947 59 16 7751 $2,923,529 $759,155 10? 
1946 52 Wf 6480 2,188,774 590,050 13 
1945 46 18 9367 1,595,186 441 561 gee * 
1944 4] 19 4983 1,334,598 355,087 13 
1943 38 21 4407 1,231,039 276,332 16 
1942 38 21 4025 PVF 78 235,587 16 
194] 38 21 4613 75131 195,575 17 
1940 36 21 4515 1,189,627 176,438 17 
CALIFORNIA SYNOD 
COMMUNING MEMBERSHIP 
December 31, 1947 
Ua lee eae 906 -+ 37. Burbank eee ee 
ea eo —872 + 38. Long Beach, Faith 97 
3. Phoenix, Grace 704 + tie Westwood ......... ote ee _ 96 
4. Los Angeles, First English_._—640 + 39. San Diego, Christ... 96 
5. Sacramento, St, John’s.._______ Bo eet Altadencitet 2 sere 95 
6 Richmond, Grace’: 415  —#42. San Mateo syretenceeeecceeeenneenneeennnneene 99 
7. Long Beach; Trinity: 2 414 + 43. Los Angeles, St. Paul's... 4 
8. North Hollywood _.no...---eeeeoeee 406 — 13. San Diego, First... Re 
9. San Francisco, St. Mark’s.............- 400 AG Alnombbrer. = 0 7 eng 321 
PAeRerlancite te hae 350 + 15. Los Angeles, Advent. 311 
lee Sonter, Monica a) ..t= 5 eS paves on Oakland, Fipst 0150) eer 305 
12; Huntington Park 022s. gon = 7 Minglewood \.! 6 Ti oe eee 300 
BIR pc Anieet ele 2 tr ees. 180 18. Sacramento, First English = 258 
25, Los Angeles, St Mark's a 173 = NS) Fresno, First Wotton ranean nn nemnnweew en rnescene=. 232 
PRET caGr the cin Whale cas ANE, 168 — 20. Beverly Hills Sete ee ee ee OT, 
eye Woenix Fatih a 159 21. Berkeley woos cn co naan eneceneenanseenenenesenncn econ 221 
28. Los Angeles, Bethany.............-..- 14f. = 22. San Bernarding! sae es 213 
29. Fresno, Stee cts see eee Et 145 as 23. San Jose eT eeenenn nanan an neerenesnawnes 183 
elie aogier a a It He Culver Ciera 
ees ice Mainew nay 46. Sen Femidees Tonnies 
Pri emegn IN eh iis tt in Aone AT Witttion oonaeeenenceennesenee 1/0 
34, Oakland, St. John’s.................112 + 48. Los Angeles, Transfiguration. 62 
35. Santa Barbara —_........---.-.----.-109_ —f49. San Francisco, First English. 58 
‘6. Redlands = 6) 50. Sacramento, St. Paul’s.__- —— 51 


SRI SOnGer whee ee ew ere eee 50 
52 ble Non teases eat a. eee eee cree 45 
PallewEOMON Clea ee ee 45 
Petieuba: slncikewiOOC mes = saat ee ees 42 

— tie Richmond, St. James..............---------- 42 


Net increase: 1800 


KEY TO SYMBOLS: 
+ Gain in comparative standing 
— Loss in comparative standing 
+ Loss in actual membership 
* Not in last year’s first ten 
t New church 


—t56. San Diego, St. Peter’s...........- . 40 


COMMUNING MEMBERSHIP GAINS (49) 


*1+. 1. Phoenix, Grace —.......------ 131 XX 
Be HO WOO Cisse eee oe 118 X 
eS CalON OCS. oases ee 104 X 
* 4. Long Beach, Trinity... 103 XX 
fe oO San Dilego, 1 Christe... 96 
*+. 6. North Hollywood 1. 91 XX 
ree ot ON Om baie a eee eer es es US) 
— 8. Richmond, Grace -........... Ths), 2.06 
— 9. Los Angeles, First Eng....... 70 X 
— 10. Los Angeles, Advent....... 62 XX 
~ tie Los Angeles, Transfig._....... 62 
— 12. Sacramento, St. John’s... 60 X 
area V cllejomssya ween Sep 59 XXX 
+ 14. Phoenix, Faith 200.2. 55 XXX 
Oe ge TUCSON rete ere ete Fees 46 XX 
Te onlOr be Monion 26s a aes eee 45 
PareticvPOmOud. 2s e a eet ae ate ory 45 
se, Islan Kono EINES emmy eS Mee oe 43 XX 
tam CIE WOO Click oa cet Boe. 42 
= A) Inglewood; 22 = eee 40 X 
PMES TGR VI OCS comic tes MERE ee Bee 40 
HZ OCMC aM OmICCL ieee ee 85 X 
SELON CULVGTH Citvinge tee ee <0}59,0,0.8 
a= Hem Riversiae: 25 en tas 30 XXX 
Eto oN WVGSEWOOG! cute. teen os ZT AS: 
+ 26. Long Beach, Faith... 24 XX 
KEY TO SYMBOLS: 
X 10% gain 
XX 20% gain 
XXX 50% gain 
D 100% gain 
* Not in last year’s first ten 
+ New 
NO GAINS (4) 
Fresno, St. Paul's; Fresno, Wartburg; 
Pasadena; San Francisco, St. Matthew's. 
LOSSES (6) 
Itwecm. Diego, st, Peterswu.5 oa 23 
2. Los Angeles, St. Mark’s.....---c-s--e-e---- 20 


TU Yai gra lo ast ete) one yr ote NEES oe 40 
—' 58. Fresno, “(Wartburg 2 s= = ae 37 
OOM Tne. eo ie ey eee ll 

Trotea Stee es Se eo ee Soe ee 12,575 

=n /» Oakland) birst. ==. aee. 22. 

28) Huntingtons Park sees 21 

+ tie Los Angeles, St. Paul's... Tix: 
== 60; “Alam broy ee eee ee 20 
— Ol perkeley, Vie eee 19 
=" SLs DU OC ke Sea tet Se We.O4 
== he pon lose. =... Ue eee LIX 

-- 34; Redlands Si. Sh 16 X 

— 35. San Francisco, St. Mark’s.. 15 

+= jhe Semgert se, sae eye 15 XX 
ai 7, NELLIE Tac oe eee PAR? .@. 
— 38. SGn Bemeardino: === 1] 

— 39. Sacramento, First English.. 10 
— tie Sacramento, St. Paul's... 10 XX 
— 9A] "SGGraenc, tt ee 8 
== tery Scmntche SCirOcirct ma ae eee 8 

Ag mEreSno) Firstee oe oe eee 7 

+ tie Los Angeles, Bethany... 7 
— tie Richmond, St. James... 7 XX 

—— AGModn Diego, cirsia een 5 

— 47, Oakland) (St Johns. 2 

— 48 San Francisco, Temple... 2 

—— 40 Beverly Hilo: as Sees 1 

PE OtCa Sse te a, a ee 1881 

Seo Manse Ao oe ted ee ee 17 

4. San Francisco, First English... r= 1G 

0; Alted evicnti a2. x ies ieee eae eee 

6.\San* Mateo. tt ame oe eee Ag 
81 
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Net Gain: 1800 


The Rev. Frederick A. Smith presented: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 


The Report of the Executive Committee of Synod, submitted to the 55th 
Annual Convention in Oakland, January 30th, 1946 recommendations for the 
teception of four congregations, “subject to approval of the Constitution Com- 
mittee.” The minutes of that convention do not show that such approval was 
submitted. 

Therefore, to complete these important records of Synod, this committee 
has secured authentic information from the Pastor, or the Secretary of the Coun- 
cil of each of these congregations to the effect that they have adopted the 
Model Constitution as recommended by the Board of American Missions of 
the ULCA. 

The official statements have been transmitted to the office of the President 
of Synod for inclusion in the records of the respective congregations and this 
committee recommends that Synod recognize full compliance for admission has 
been made by: Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona; St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, Sacramento, Calif: Our Saviour’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Tucson, Arizona; and Grace Lutheran Church, Culver City, California. 

The same technicality holds true in connection with the 56th Annual Con- 
vention held in Hollywood and the report submitted January 29th, 1947 had 
the same provision concerning six congregations. 

These congregations have also satisfied this committee that they have 
acceptable constitutions and we, therefore, recommend that Synod recognize 
full compliance for admission has been made by The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Honolulu, T. H., The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lihue, T. H;, 
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church, Burbank, Calif., St. James Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Richmond, California, St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, San Diego, California, Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Whittier, California. 

From congregations organized since the last convention of Synod, who will 
submit applications for mmebership to the present convention, we have secured 
statements that they have adopted the Model Constitiution: they are, Lakewood 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lakewood City, Calif., Lutheran Church of the 
Transfiguration, Los Angeles, Calif., Christ Lutheran Church in Pacific Beach, 
Pacific Beach, San Diego, Calif., Redeemer Lutheran Church, El Monte, Calif., 
Trinity United Evangelical Lutheran Church, Pomona, Calif., Mt. Zion Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, Yreka, Calif., The Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Reno, Nevada and Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Foothills, La 
Canada, California. This committee herewith submits their approval to the 
applications of these congregations. 

The Executive Committee of Synod has transmitted a request for a Con- 
stitutional amendment giving definite boundaries to the territory served by 
this Synod; therefore, 

We recommend that Article I, Section 3-A, Paragraph 2, be amended by 
striking out the words “or contiguous to the natural boundaries of Synod” and 
in their place substitute the words “the States of California, Arizona, Nevada, 
and the Territory of Hawaii.” 

We recommend the addition of a fourth paragraph to the By-Laws Section 
VI concerning Congregations, to read as follows: 4—Contributory Pension Plan: 
Any congregation or pastor seeking admission to this Synod shall be partici- 
pating members of the Contributory Pension Plan of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, or express their willingness and intention of joining the 
Plan. 

In accord with the recommendations of the United Lutheran Church in 
America that every congregation have a uniform and official interpretation of 
what constitutes a communing member, 

We recommend that every congregation of Synod incorporate in their 
constitution or by-laws a definite statement that a communing member is one 
who has communed at least once during the year. 

We further recommend that all congregations received into this Synod 
after the date of adoption of this ruling, shall be required to incorporate such 
definition in their constitution or by-laws. 
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On page 39 of the 56th Annual Report of Synod is reported the official 
action of Synod, which constitutes the first reading of a Constitutional 
amendment submitted for the purpose of consolidating the Executive Com- 
mittee of Synod and the Home Mission Committee. 

We recommend the final adoption of this Constitutional Amendment: 

Page 7, Article 6, Section 1, Paragraph 1. 
Strike out the words, ‘one layman’ and add ‘one ¢lergyman and 
two laymen’ 
Page 8, Strike out the words, ‘Section 2—-The Synodical Home 
Mission Committee’ and all of Paragraphs 1 and 2. 
Number Paragraph 3, Paragraph 6. 
Strike from Paragraph 4, the words, ‘The Synodical Home 
Mission’ and add the word, ‘this’. 
Moke Paragraph 4, number 7; Paragraph 5, number 8; Para- 
graph 6, number 9; Paragraph 7, number 10. 
Then Section 3 becomes Section 2; Section 4 becomes Section 
3. Section 5 becomes 4; and Section 6 becomes Section 5. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FREDERICK A. SMITH, Th.D., Chairman 
The report was adopted seriatim. 


The Rev. J. E. Hoick presenied: 
THE HISTORIAN’S REPORT 


Time marches on, and nowhere is material and numerical progress more 
manifest than in California. This is also true in ecclesiastical activities. An 
executive officer of the Church Federation made the significant statement, 
ees denomination that is leading in establishing new Missions is the Lutheran 

hurch.” 

While the Historian is concerned about the Synodical progress, it is highly 
essential that each Pastor keep a detailed record of the achievements of the 
local congregation. 

J. E. HOICK 

The report was adopted. 


The Rev. J. E. Hoick presented: 


REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 


The Archives of Synod are being safely and securely deposited in a steel 
Filing Cabinet in the office of the Synodical President. 

The following articles have been placed among the records: 

1. The Constitution and By-Laws of the Luther Memorial Church of Burbank, 
California. 

2. Copies of the Minutes of the Synod of California for the year, 1946. 


[EV SHO 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. F. W. Heinecken presented: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


By the grace of God the Women's organizations of Synod have moved 
forward during the course of this year to complete a glorious task. Not only 
have they been actively engaged in promoting the missionary cause of the 
Church at large, but their influence is being prominently felt here at home. 
Local congregations have been helped and strengthened, new mission congre- 
gations have been supported, and, most wonderful of all, they have helped to 
create a “MIRACLE” at the California Lutheran Home for the Aged. 

In addition a large number of unorganized women are serving their 
church as Sunday School officers and teachers, as Luther League advisors, as 
choir members, and in other activities of their local congregation. 

Respectfully submitted, 


F. W. HEINECKEN, Chai 
The report was adopted. cpgiacie 
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The Rev. Howard A. Anspach presented: 


THE REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, 


I would have told you. I got to prepare a place for you.” 
John 14:2. 


Once more we record the names of our fellow workers in the Kingdom 
who have been called to those mansions in our Father’s house: 


The Rev. William S. Dysinger, D.D. 


William S. Dysinger was born in Juniata County, Pa., October 1, 1862. He 
began his career as a country school tacher at Arch Rock, Pa. Later he worked 
his way through higher institutions of learning, attending Newberry College, 
S. C., and graduating from Carthage College, Ill, in 1899. He married 
Laura G. McColm on December 18, 1889 and their love and devotion through 
the years have been a constant source of inspiration to all their friends. 


Dr. Dysinger taught at Carthage College for six years, during which 
time their first child, Mabel, was born; a daughter who was destined to spend 
twenty-five years in Liberia, Africa as a missionary. In 1894 Wm. Dysinger 
accepted his first call to Lena, Illinois. Other pastorates followed at Freeport, 
Ill; Camden, Ind., Logansport, Ind., Sioux City, Ia., Vandergrift, Pa., Wheeling, 
W. Va., and finally in December, 1915 to the First English Lutheran Church in 
Los Angeles, Calif. During these years five children were born to the Rev. and 
Mrs. Dysinger. In 1919 William Dysinger received his honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degree from Midland College. 

Dr. and Mrs Dysinger held many prominent positions in church circles in 
Los Angeles. Dr. Dysinger helped organize the California Lutheran Hospital, 
acting as its Superintendent for two years and President of its Executive Board 
for several years. Active in the Los Angeles Church Federation, he was presi- 
dent for 32 years and served on the Executive Board for twenty years. 


In August, 1945, after a ministry in one parish of just short of 30 years, Dr. 
Dysinger retired from the pastorate. A grateful congregation made him Pastor 
Emeritus. Dr. Dysinger entered into rest on November 13, 1947. Funeral 
services were conducted by Pastor L. Ralph Tabor of Luther Place Memorial 
Church in Washington, D.C. on November 15. Interment was near Rockville, 
Maryland. 


The Rev. Oscar H. Gruver D.D. 


The Rev. Oscar H. Gruver, D.D., died suddenly in his sleep March 7, 1947. 
He was born in Flicksville, Pa., on November 30, 1866, and was the son of 
the Rev. Charles and Christiana Dachman Gruver. He was graduated from 
Gettysburg College in 1890 and from Gettysburg Seminary in 1893. Shortly 
after his graduation he was called to become pastor of the First English 
Lutheran Church of San Francisco. After a service of six years he returned 
to Pennsylvaia, but his heart remained in California and in 1904 he returned to 
become the pastor of the First English Lutheran Church of Oakland. Shortly 
after his return he was united in marriage with Jennie Pike Burnett, the 
daughter of Dr. G. G. Burnett, an outstanding layman of the pioneer days of 
the Synod of California. Pastor Gruver served as secretary of Synod in 1896 
and 1897, and became president in 1909, serving two years. In 1916 the Synod 
elected him treasurer, an office which he occupied until 1926 when he retired 
from the active ministry. At the same time he served as pastor of Christ Church, 
Alameda. After his retirement he was constantly called upon to supply vacant 
parishes, and served as pastor of St. John’s Church, Oakland for more than a 
year. He is survived by his widow and two children, Robert E. Gruver of 
Oakland and Mrs. A. Barreit Andrews of Fallon, Nevada. Funeral services were 
held at his late residence because his widow has been an invalid for several 
years. Dr. Earnest A. Trabert, pastor emeritus of St. Michael's Church, Berkeley, 
officiated, assisted by the Rev. H. Paul Romeis, president of the Northern 
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The Rev. B. L. Westenbarger 

The Rev. B. L. Westenbarger was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, in 1866, 
and passed away in May, 1947. He was graduated from Capital University, 
Columbus, Ohio and Hickory Seminary of Hickory, North Carolina; and was 
ordained to the Lutheran Ministry in 1892. In the same year he married Bessie 
Iola Smyler of Conover, N.C. For 53 years he prcigua served parishes in 
North Carolina, Indiana, Ohio and California. His last charge was at San 
Mateo, California, where he served St. Andrew's Lutheran Church. Surviving 
him are his five sons and one daughter. 

Funeral services were held May 24, 1947 at the First Lutheran Church in 
Glendale. Officiating was Dr. James P. Beasom, president of the California 
Synod, assisted by the Rev. Carl V. Tambert of Glendale, the Rev. Guy Hudson 
of Beverly-Hills and the Rev. W. Lange of Compton. Interment was at Forest 
Lawn, Glendale. 


Mrs. Adolf Jatho 


Mrs Louise Sophie Jatho, wife of the Rev. Adolf Jatho, passed away in 
Oakland, California, October 17, 1947 afier a long illness. The daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Sonnichen, early California pioneers, she was born in 1863 
in San Francisco. In 1900 she was married to the Rev. Adolf Jatho, pastor of 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church then located at 8th and Filbert Streets, Oakland, 
who later became pastor of St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, San Francisco. A 
woman of exceptional ability and possessed of winning qualities, she became 
an able assistant in his work as pastor. Their union was blessed with three 
children. She is survived by her husband and all of her children. 

Funeral services were held in St. Michael's Lutheran Church of Berkeley, 
and were in charge of the Rev. H. S. Schwegler. The Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, 
D.D., pastor emeritus of St. Michael’s Church and an intimate friend of the 
family for many years, preached the sermon; and the Rev. Herman Lucas of 
San Francisco, conducted the services at the grave. The body was entombed 
in the Mt. View Mausoleum, Oakland, California. 


Mrs. Rozetia Julia Alpeter 


Mrs. Rozetta Julia Altpeter, widow of Dr. Peter Altpeter, Pastor of First 
Luheran Church, San Diego, 1922-1925, was born near Greenville, Pennsylvania, 
February 8, 1870, and died in a San Diego hospital February 21, 1947, after 
an illness of three weeks. She is survived by three daughters. Private services 
were conducted by her pastor, the Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler on February 23, in 
Glenn Abbey Memorial Park, near Chula Vista. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HOWARD A. ANSPACH 


The report was adopted. 

The President of Synod reported the death of Mrs. C. W. Maggart, and 
asked the Necrologist to lead the Convention in prayer for her husband. 

The Rev. Harold Floreen of the National Lutheran Council was presented to 
the Convention. He spoke briefly on the National Lutheran Council's work in 
the Christian approach to the Jewish people. 


The motion prevailed that the previous motion setting the time of the 
election be rescinded. 


The motion prevailed that the first ballot be confined to the elective mem- 
bers of the executive committee. 


The Rev. Orval Awerkamp presented: 
PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL BOARD REPORT—1947 


The outstanding event of the past year in the realm of the Parish and 
Church School Board has been the visit of Miss Eleanor Stelzner, Secretary 
of Children’s Work. Miss Stelzner addressed ten gatherings within the Synod 
discussing means and methods in winning and holding the child, and acquaint- 
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ing those in attendance with the materials at hand both for teaching purposes 
as well as solving personal problems. 


From the reports received via inquiry cards, the visits of Miss Stelzner were 
greatly appreciated and generally helpful. 


The second cycle of the Christian Growth Series for the Junior and Inter- 
mediate as well as the first year for Beginner and Senior is offered. New litera- 
ture is about to appear. There will be new leadership texts and new elective 
courses for the adults, as well as new elective courses for the Young People. 
New camp materials are being prepared for Juniors, Intermediates and Seniors. 


The high point of the coming year will be the Enlistment Program to be 
presented in the fall. The program includes district mass: meetings, local 
visitation and follow-up work in the parish. Its worth has been tried elsewhere 
and proven most successful. The purpose is two-fold: 1. To increase Sunday 
School Enrollment. 2. To evaluate present teaching programs. 


With the unmatched growth of our Synod there is a proportionate responsi- 
bility to the increased horizon of teaching ministry for our Sunday Schools. 
We cannot afford to be otherwise than on our toes for the best in teaching 
programs and methods. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ORVAL AWERKAMP 

The report was adopted. 


The Rev. L. A. Failing presented: 


REPORT ON THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 


This report is naturally brief and incomplete, due to the fact that I have 
been just recently appointed secretary of the Children of the Church. The 
reporis are gradually coming in. A few are as follows: 

St. Luke’s, Huntington Park; 7 to 20 children, meet twice monthly, gift to 
Children of the Church: $10.95. 

Grace Lutheran, Alhambra; 15 to 18 children, meet Saturday morning, gift 
to Children of the Church: $23.43. 

In closing, for the year 1948 it is my hope that a large number of congre- 
gations will carry on the program as outlined by the Children of the Church, 
and I shall be happy to give what assistance may be possible. Remember 
this work by praying earnestly for God's guidance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ANN WERNER 


The report was adopted. 
The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser presented: 


REPORT OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISOR 
OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The work of the young people of our church through the official channel, 
namely the Luther League of America, deserves the earnest attention of all our 
pastors and laymen. The three-fold program of the League is a challenge to all 
of our youth groups. Through the missionary appeal our leaguers have reached 
out into other lands; through the educational program their minds are given 
the advantage of good literature and inspirational facts; while, in the life- 
service challenge, each one learns of his opportunity to further the kingdom 
of Christ either through full-time service or through a consecrated life as a 
layman. 5 ; } 

The Southern District Luther League has been quite active this past year. 
Each month th executive committee has held a meeting to plan the activities 
of the district. Quarterly conventions have been held by the district itself, and 
other quarterly rallies have been held by the Intermediate Department of the 
district. An alumni group is also in existence. The latter group, feeling them- 
selves too old to be active in the youth work, are not too old to be active in 
sponsoring leagues in ee local congregations and to otherwise encourage 

olks in their efforts. 
pre Respectfully submitted 
CLARENCE F. CROUSER, Advisor 
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The report of the Parish and Church School Board was adopted. 

The report on the Children of the Church was adopted. 

The report of the Luther League advisor of the Southern Conference was 
adopted, and Mr. Paul Spindt, President of the District Luther League of the 
Southern Conference was introduced to the Convention. Mr. Howard Logan, 
President of the Luther League of America, spoke briefly on our responsibility 
for our young people. 

The motion prevailed that the Rev. Clarence F. Crouser be instructed to 
prepare a report for the Synodical Luther League. 


The motion prevailed that the members of the Executive and Home Missions 
Committee, not already delegates, be given the privilege of a voice on the floor. 


The report of the Committee on Women’s Organizations was adopted. 
The report of the Committee on the Minutes of Synod was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the session be adjourned. The Rev. Edward J. 
Mattson, S.T.D., led in the closing prayer. 

After the taking of the Convention picture, Midland College Luncheon was 
held in the Colonial Room of the U. S. Grant Hotel. The splendid attendance 
bore witness to a growing support in Synod of our educational institutions. 

Mr. Paul Spindt, president of the District Luther League of the Southern 
Conference and Mr. Howard Logan, president of The Luther League of America 
were introduced to the Convention. Mr. Logan spoke briefly on our responsi- 
bility for our young people. 

The report was adopted. 


THIRD SESSION 


Tuesday, January 26, 1948, 2:00 P.M. 
The Third Session was opened with devotions by the Chaplain on the 
theme, ‘Are We Able to See?” 
Th minutes of the Second Session were approved as read. 
The report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 


The report of the Committee on Midland College and Western Theological 


Seminary was presented with comments by Dr. Schwartz and President 
Beasom. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF 
MIDLAND COLLEGE AND WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


For the Year 1947-1948 
GENERAL STATEMENT: 


God has been exceedingly good to Midland in permitting her to serve the 
Church and the youth in this part’of the country for sixty years. The sixty-first 
year was begun on September 8, 1947, and is well under way. The spirit of 
the students and faculty is excellent. By general acclaim the morale of the 
entire College family is higher than it has been for several years. 


OFFICERS: 


The officers of the corporate Board are: President, Mr. Henry A. Gunderson, 
Fremont, Nebraska; Vice-President, the Rev. W. W. Klover, Salina, Kansas; 
Secretary, the Rev. A. W. Young, Omaha, Nebraska; Treasurer, Mr. Clinton J. 
Muller, Fremont, Nebraska. 


Officers of the College are President, Dr. W. P. Hieronymus; Dean, Prof. 
Herman Gimmestad; Treasurer, Mr. Clinton J. Muller. 


ENROLLMENT: 


Our Registrar reports a total enrollment of 464-448 day-time and 16 evening 
students. The men greatly outnumber the women, almost two to one. The 
number of veterans is 168. The Lutheran percentage of the student body is the 
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same as last year, namely, 56 per cent. Next to Nebraska, California has the 
largest state representation at Midland, namely, 22. A splendid record. We have 
38 young men who are preparing for the Holy Ministry. Sixteen states and two 
foreign countries are represented in the student body. ° 

With the 253 enrolled in the 1947 Summer Session the grand total enroll- 
ment is 717 students. This number will be augmented by the new students who 
will enter at the beginning of the second semester. 


ACADEMIC STANDING: 


On October 18, 1947, President Hieronymus received a letter from Dr. 
Snavely, the Executive Secretary of the Association of American Colleges, in 
which he stated: “It gives me pleasure to inform you that atthe fall meeting 
of our Board of Directors . . . last week, your institution was approved for 
membership.” Several days ago President Hieronymus also received an invita- 
tion from Dr. Zook, President of the American Council on Education, extending 
to Midland “a cordial invitation’’ to membership in the Council. Accreditation 
by the North Central Association makes Midland eligible for membership in the 
above-named organizations. 


OPERATIONAL FINANCES: 
Fiscal Year Ending August 24, 1947 


RECEIPTS: 
EcuicchionclscncdiGenercly «| © ules ier | slugs $ 99,469.38 
Endowmentvand Investments). 7,267.27 
GCiisecncde Gncmiissste sts we wena eee ee et 68,379.87 
Salestondsservicerts en es Beat i lw ree 3,130.71 
@ihenein come wre pn te Mune ee Renn te et 1,587.50 
UX CRY MrENTerpriSe sm snwer ems, Su liel ii ite) Se 106,917.58 
OIMe Celts nt tase Meee uk) Tec le Wen Ly $286,743.31 
EXPENSES: 
Educational and General 
Wciminisinationiew eee $41,498.88 
Instruction 91,684.10 
ISESRRG neal 0 ex0 op Sie nd ae Noyes wep: Bs 7,749.23 
Plant and Maintenance.................. 27,528.46 
Dervicew hendercds. eee 2,771.70 $175,232.37 
PoaxilicnyVEMterprises 2! oe a 103,196.46 
@thersNon-Bd. Expensése. ee ee 3,826.54 
Total Expenses ....... be rye ee EES ets ele et Gis $282,255.37 
OSIM YOUMTO IS eee Sloat ree EE ot a 4,487.94 


Western Seminary Disbursements—1946-1947 
EDUCATIONAL AND GENERAL 


@enerclwAcdmimistration ese | $ 1,713.84 
TNS IO TECH M Chime eee er ee eee en tae al i 8,568.02 

$ 10,281.86 
TES Sp CORES ated emp aaah Ra IA Rie ae Pen Semi Ae rd 316.63 
@Operctionvand, Meintencnecerof Plant (221i An 2,727.14 


$ 13,325.63 


FORWARD MIDLAND CAMPAIGN: 

The total amount the Synods have sent to Midland so far is $160,908.26, or 
71.5% of the $225,000 goal. The congregations of the California Synod have to 
date (December 8, 1947) remitted $21,650.05, or 86.6% of Synod's quota of 
$25,000. Eleven California Synod churches are on the Honor Roll, having 
reached or exceeded their goals. 
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WESTERN SEMINARY MAKES FORWARD STEP: 


For the first time in its history Western Theological Seminary now has 
four full-time professors, or one at the head of each of the major departments 
of instruction. Dr. E. B. Keisler is the new professor of practical theology. Rev. 
Harry Mumm, who spent a year in graduate work at Biblical Seminary, New 
York, is substituting this year for Prof. R. R. Syre, who is on leave of absence 
working toward his Ph.D., at the University of Nebraska. The Seminary now 
also has a full-time custodian and a house-mother. 

Fourteen young men are enrolled. Several are doing interne work in 
congregations. The sizeable group of pre-theologs at Midland College augurs 
well for a larger enrollment in the Seminary in the immediate future. In view 
of the great shortage of pastors, however, let every pastor make it a point to 
present the cause of the Gospel ministry to the promising young men of his 
congregation. 

This year’s Life Service Retreat during the Thanksgiving recess was very 
successful. Twenty-five senior high school lads from numerous congregations 
were in attendance. It is hoped that God will put it into the hearts of many 
of these young men to prepare themselves for the Ministry. 

As a result of the vote of the Synods, Western Theological Seminary will 
soon be organized as an institution separate and distinct from Midland College. 


MIDLAND’S NEEDS FOR ADVANCEMENT: 


1. A Financial Secretary. The appointment of such a person has already 
been approved, but he has not yet been found. 


2. Increased Income to maintain a dynamic, modern educational institution. 


3. An athletic field adjacent to the campus for soft ball, tennis, field hockey 
and the like. 


4. Buildings. Wings on Beegle Hall, a Library Building, a Chapel, a Student 
Union, and a President's Residence. 


CONCLUSION: 


In conclusion, we thank all our pastors and their congregations most 
sincerely for their interest in our College and Seminary, for the increasingly 
large number of splendid men and women they are sending as students and 


also their support as evidenced in the Midland Campaign and annual 
appropriations. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


1. That we continue to urge our young people to attend our institutions of 
higher learning in Fremont, Nebraska. 


2. That we carry on our campaign toward the completion of our $25,000 
goal for the Forward Midland Campaign. 


3. That we consider the amount of $4,500 for Midland College and $1,800 
for Western Seminary a fixed item for 1948. 


4. That we recommend that the Allocation Committee of 1948 be instructed 
to place Midland College upon its lists of Benefactors. 


5. That we commend the president of our College, Dr. W. P. Hieronymus, 
and the Dean of our Seminary, Dr. Thomas D. Rinde, together with the members 
of their staff and faculty for bringing our schools of higher learning into the 
field of advanced rating and greater service to youth. : 


Your Trustees, 


DR. JAMES P. BEASOM, JR 
DR. ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ 


Dr. Hieronymus was introduced and spoke on the place of the Church's 
educational institutions in the life of the Church. The motion prevailed that the 
recommendations in the report be considered seriatim. 


Items 1 through 4 were adopted. 
Item 5 was adopted with a rising vote. 
The report as a whole was adopted. 
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Copies of the constitution for Midland College were distributed to the 
delegates, who were urged to be ready to take action on its adoption on the 
following day. 


The Rev. Konrad Koosman, President of the California District of the 
American Lutheran Church, was introduced to the Convention. He brought 
greetings from his body. 


The Rev. L. A. Failing presented: 
REPORT OF THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 


In cooperation with the Transportation Commissioner of the United Lutheran 
Church annual passes were secured for the President of the- Synod over the 
Southern Paciife and Santa Fe Railways covering the territory of the Synod of 
California. Trip passes were also secured for members of the Executive and 
Mission Committees over the Southern Pacific lines upon several occasions. To 
these roads we express the thanks of the Synod and recommend that the 
Secretary inform them of our gratitude. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, Transportation Commissioner 

The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Herman Lucas presented: 
REPORT ON THE “LUTHERAN,” NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


The growth of the churches within our Synod is a part of the development 
of the Lutheran Church at large. The most efficient work in our own congrega- 
tions will be done with this view in mind. Your committee highly recommends 
to all pastors and church members as a goal for 1948 “A “LUTHERAN” in every 
Lutheran home of our Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HERMAN LUCAS 

The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Charles P. Smith presented: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 


During the year, the committee has sent communications to the pastors of 
Synod calling their attention to matters of interest pointing toward the building 
of better music programs in the various churches. Members of the committee 
have also been consulted on numerous occasions regarding the purchase of 
musical instruments, the securing of personnel and the like. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES P. SMITH, Chairman 

The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Dwight L. Miley presented: 


REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


Your Committee, in cooperation with the Pastors of Synod and the Presi- 
dents of Congregational Women’s Missionary Societies, was able to arrange for 
itineraries of two Foreign Missionaries among the Congregations and Societies 
of Synod. 

Missionary Charles H. Reinbrecht and his family, on their way to work in 
China again, were able to give the latter part of July and the month of 
August to service in this area. 

The Rev. E. Neudoerffer, veteran Missionary to India, was on the territory 
of Synod during the latter part of September and a few days in October. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DWIGHT L. MILEY 
TITUS R. SCHOLL 
EDWARD N. SPIRER 
The report was adopted. 
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Dr. Kohler presented: 
REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSION SOCIETY 


OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The work of the Lord through the Social Mission Society of the Southern 
Conference holds the enviable place in “The Master's Miracle of 1947" by its 
gift of $8,000.00 on the purchase of the California Lutheran Home for the Aged 
and $1,200.00 toward the operating cost. 

In loving service for medical, surgery and welfare in gifts for members of 
our congregations and furnishing tracts “Messages for the Day’ used by the 
Chaplain in both of our hospitals, $500 was expended. For miscellaneous 
expense $120.00. 

For the year, a total of $9,772.48 disbursed, leaving a balance of $1303.90, 
January 1, 1948. The Society is Synodical, an affiliate of the Lutheran Welfare 
Conference in America and the LutheranWelfare Council of Southern California. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY IRVING KOHLER, Pres. Board of Directors 
The report was adopted with a rising vote of thanks. 


Dr. Beasom presented: 


REPORT OF THE BOARD FOR THE HOME FOR THE AGED 


With this report your Board for the Home for the Aged will go out of exis- 
tence and reappear as the Board of Trustees for the California Lutheran Home 
for the Aged, a California Corporation. Soon the physical properties held by 
the Ev. Lutheran Synod of California will be turned over to this new corpora- 
tion with all of its other assets and liabilities. 

Before retiring as a Board of Synod, a report of the past year is both man- 
datory and advisable. On January 6, 1947, Synod took possession of the 
Dominic Jebba property, located at 2500 S. Fremont Avenue, Alhambra, Cali- 
fornia, consisting of about six and a half acres. The plans, specifications and 
engineering for the renovation of the main house was done gratis by Architect 
Robert Inslee. The Rev. Edward N. Spirer was given a leave of absence by the 
St. Matthew's Ev. Lutheran Church of North Hollywood so that he might devote 
most of it to the direction of the rebuilding of this mansion. Synod gives to him 
and those who worked with him an expression of deep appreciation. 

An open house for the Home was held Sunday afternoon, September 14, 
1947, by the newly formed Los Angeles Chapter of the Women’s Fellowship of 
the California Lutheran Home, Mrs. Alice Crouser, the president. Between fif- 
teen hundred and two thousand guests visited the Home that afternoon. 

On All Saint’s Day, November 1, 1947, the Home was opened for guests 
with a service led by the Rev. Edward N. Spirer and assisted by the Rev. 
Walter Stuhr. Since that date the Home has been in continuous operation. 
Your poe is grateful for the services of the faithful staff of the Home, consist- 
ing of: 

The President of Synod, Acting Superintendent 

Mrs. E. Hosfeld, R.N., Asst. Superintendent 

The Rev. Edward N. Spirer, Business Manager (Part time) 
The Rev. Walter Stuhr, Maintenance Manager 

Mrs. Walter Stuhr, Matron and Housekeeper 

Mrs. Jennie George, Cook 

Mrs. Irma Weamer, Dining Room Matron 

Mr. Walter Stuhr, Jr., Assistant (Part time) 

Miss Shirley Stuhr, Assistant (Part time) 

Mr. Carl A. Bell, Auditor (Part time) 


There were at the beginning of the year fifteen guests in the Home. With 
the remodeling of the garage into an apartment for staff members, there will 
be room in the main house for twenty-five guests. Several cottages will be 
erected this winter. It is estimated that one hundred guests will be under the 
care of our new institution in the foreseeable future. 

The Home properties, furnishings and tangible assets are valued at a con- 
servative figure of one hundred thirty-five thousand dollars. Against this, there 
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is an indebtedness of thirty-five thousand dollars. Besides the assets listed 
above, ihe Home has cash assets of over twenty-one thousand dollars. If 
these were used to reduce the present indebtedness, there would be owing 
against the property less than fourteen thousand dollars. 

During the present year, this balance of fourteen thousand dollars should 
be removed from the indebtedness of the Home. Some provision should be made 
at this convention of the Synod for its removal. 

Added to the income for operation expenses has been a host of food 
supplies donated by the congregations of Synod. 

No one can estimate the value of the services and contributions of the 
women of our congregations represented in the chapters of the Women’s Fel- 
lowship of the Home. These are being organized under the directorship of 
Mrs. Charles Izenour. 2 

There are so many who have helped to make possible the Home that one 
could not list the gifts or the givers. We are just grateful unto Almighty God 
for His direction and assistance, for He has moved in and though us to make 
possible this the first institution of Synod. It has been called “The Master's 
Miracle of 1947." Truly we give to Him all of the credit, the glory and honor. 

Respectfully submitted, 


THE BOARD FOR THE HOME FOR THE AGED 


THE CALIFORNIA HOME FOR THE AGED 
FINANCIAL REPORT 


ASSETS: 

J Naye SUTOUN) ACCOM eb aR ar Ns a ee FE ee Re amid $ 85,000.00 
Inmiprovements: paid) in cash! 2802 te 14,600.00 
Improvements’ contributions |... 6,800.00 
Improvements marchitecturcl) =: 22sec 2,400.00 
Furnishings sand Equipment... Se 12,700.00 
Bedding, Linen, Towels)-etci2.. 2 ee 3,500.00 
Coitagesn (cashideposiis)-a 6s =o et eee 10,000.00 

$135,000.00 $135,000.00 
Paice casmimOrs COMMmMbDULIONS = te ee 100,000.00 
Hie te eS bg SNS a aa sw re gh i el De ANA ee ey ah IR $ 35,000.00 

Bem@csimomencnael 2/ Ola). eee ee $ 23,433.73 
Gashereceiveausince (2/31/4722. = ee 10,836.41 
Note’ (a Canada Parsonage) =. 2 si = 5,500.00 
Note “Church extension) S32. es eee 3,000.00 

$ 42,870.14 
€. DEPOSITS : 
Entrance: -22 cs, pale gia eek em Seid $ 6,701.68 
CTS Te pce Pac ne Be ote ol eta aa noes 5,158.22 
Cotiages nitorss exes Ls ee ee 10,000.00 


$21,859.90 21,859.90 


D. Cash Available for Indebtedness......-........-..------ $ 21,010.24 21,010.24 
INDEBTEDNESS 
Balance of Indebtedness less cash assets available for 
payment on Indebtedness. ....-.------------------------n-nn nee $ 13,989.76 
OPERATIONAL INCOME 
Apportionment from Synod _.......--------------------- $ 3,500.00 
yar A HMC flan oye cee, tt ee ee 1,200.00 
Slav IMMCiWonae IO Were Sy (Cha ae ee a a Sie eee ee ee 1,200.00 
Gioy, AM Weitenel 1etofeike | UJ UC: ee eae 900.00 
$ 6,800.00 


The report was adopted and the Rev. Edward N. Spirer was presented to 
the Convention as the man who labored without ceasing in the renovation of 
our beautiful Home. 
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The Rev. L. A. Failing presented 
REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 


The objects of the Women’s Fellowship of the California Lutheran Home is 
to give spiritual, material and financial assistance to the needy aged and 
render any other helpful service to the California Lutheran Home. Any woman 
interested in the object of the organization is eligible to membership. Free- 
will offerings are received in envelopes distributed for that purpose. 

In order to facilitate the participation of large number of women. Chapters 
are being organized in geographical areas throughout Synod. Four Chapters 
have been organized thus far. 

The Los Angeles Chapter was the first unit to be organized. The attendance 
exceeded one-thousand. The Bay Chapter, the Valley Chapter and the Fresno 
Chapter were subsquently organized. 

Some of the activities which have engaged the women are cleaning the 
interior of the Home; providing shades and draperies for windows, lamps for 
all the beds, bathroom stools and folding screens; promoting memorials; pro- 
moting Harvest Home Festivals resulting in a food storage room filled with 
canned and staple foods; providing and serving refreshments at the dedication 
service; money contributions for other furnishings. 

The Los Angeles Chapter has allocated five hundred dollars to establish 
a fund to assist guests who are financially unable to provide the required emer- 
gency fund. In addition, this Chapter will support the maintenance of guests to 
the extent of one hundred dollars per month. 

The project assumed by the Bay Area Chapter is purchasing writing tables 
and chairs for all the bedrooms. 


Total members—507. Total receipts—$1615.64. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WILHELMINA F. IZENOUR, Director 


Mrs. Wilhelmina F. Izenour, Synodical Director, was presented and 
described the work that is being done. The report was accepted. 


Mr. Robert Inslee and Mr. Alfred Johnson, architects, who have been of 
great service to the Synod in planning churches and in the renovation of our 
Home for the Aged, were presented to the Synod and publicly thanked for 
their assistance. 


The recommendations of the Committee on the Constitution were approved 
and the report as a whole was adopted. 

The Rev. G. Elson Ruff, Lit.D., official representative of the ULCA, was 
presented and spoke on the thrilling opportunities and need for support of the 


Board of American Missions and the Board of Foreign Missions of our United 
Lutheran Church. 


The Rev. Ross F. Hidy presented 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 


Lutheran Student Work in California received a real stimulus this past 
September when the Ashram was held at Monterey and over 400 students 
from various states and foreign countries attended, Those privileged to witness 
their consecration for Jesus Christ the Lord and their enthusiasm for reaching, 
holding and developing students for Christ were again convinced that work 
with these Christian leaders of tomorrow pays big dividends. 

The crowded colleges of the Pacific Southwest schools present a greater 
challenge than ever before. Enrollments are at their peak, and with no Lutheran 
college in this State, a higher percentage of Lutheran students attend state 
schools than elsewhere, and the national average is 85%. This challenge is met 
by Pastors, many of them from the ULCA, and lay workers giving of their time 
and energies guiding student groups on isolated campuses or in the two 
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major student centers of the Bay Area and Los Angeles region. In the north the 
Foundation has a splendid program with the busy center at Berkeley, with Miss 
Helene Rasmussen as counselor, and in the south the Foundation led by 
Pastor Fred Schenk now boasts of a center on the campus of the University of 
Southern California. This center serves as living quarters for the campus pastor 
and family and as student activities center for the Los Angeles area. These 
two centers fairly hum with activities which include Bible study, devotional 
meetings, forums, recreation and counseling. The Berkeley center houses some 
of the women students. The worth of the student program is known to us all. 

The financial support for the work of these two Foundations comes from 
several sources. The Student Service Commission of the National Lutheran 
Council contributes $5330 which is used mainly for full-time personnel guiding 
the program in the Bay Area and Los Angeles area. This sum comes from the 
funds of Student Service from the National Lutheran Council (student work is 
to receive 12% of the 1948 budget) and from grants from the American Lutheran 
Conference and United Lutheran Church Board of Education. In supporting the 
benevolence work of the United Lutheran Church and the program of the 
National Lutheran Council, the California Synod indirectly subsidizes the 
student program in California and Synod can be justly proud of the fine record 
of giving through those channels. But such gifts can only maintain present 
personnel, for Studet Service in the next five years will receive no sizeable 
budget increase. Available funds must not only continue present programs but 
must be used to begin new work on other campuses in America. 

Other income for the two Foundations in California comes from individual 
memberships, congregational gifts and from those Synods which contribute to 
the work of the Foundation. : 

The excelient work of the Board of Education, the Student Service Commis- 
sion of the National Lutheran Council, and the two Lutheran Service Foun- 
dations of California and pastors and layworkers who serve in this ministry 
should be commended. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 

The report was adopted. 

The third session was adjourned with prayer led by the Rev. Titus Scholl. 


The meeting was followed by a banquet held in the First Presbyterian 
Church, San Diego. The Rev. H. Paul Romeis acted as toastmaster and pre- 
sented the members of the Executive and Home Missions Committee who spoke 
on the various phases of Synod’s activities. 


FOURTH SESSION 
Wednesday, January 28, 1948 


The fourth session was opened with devotions by the Chaplain on the 
theme, “Can We Truly Believe?” 


The minutes of the third session were approved. 
The Secretary of Synod presented 
THE REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


One special and four regular meetings were held during the year. 

Your committee approved Building Financing Plans for the following con- 
gregations: St. James, Richmond; St. Paul’s, Sacramento; Holy Trinity, Ingle- 
wood; Salem, Whittier; Altadena, Altadena; First, San Francisco; St. Andrew’s, 
San Mateo; Christ, Pacific Beach; St. Paul's Vallejo and Mt. Zion, Yreka. 

A “Diviison of Church Extension” was established and the services of the 
Rev. Edward N. Spirer were secured to act as its Director. 

Steps were taken, leading toward the development of “Home for the Aged 
Auxiliaries” throughout the Synod, and Mrs. Charles Izenour was appointed to 
act as the director of the auxiliaries. 

The Rev. Stuart W. Hermann was assured that Synod would underwrite his 
proposed visit to California to the extent of $150.00. 
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The necessary steps were taken to have the Knubel-Miller Lectures in 
California in 1948. 

Entered into agreement with the California Lutheran Hospital Association 
whereby the Synod would take over the active management of the California 
Lutheran Youth Camp and agreed to underwrite this project to the amount of 
$10,000.00 during 1948; and made a recommendation to the Brotherhoods of 
Synod that they accept the Youth Camp as their special project. 

The Restricted Loan Funds of the Board of American Missions was approved 
and the Allocations Committee of Synod was instructed to set aside the first 
$1,200.00 of the 1947 surplus as a contribution to this fund. 


A flier entitled “The Master's Miracle of 1947,” outlining what has been 
accomplished in our Home for the Aged Program was prepared and distributed 
throughout the congregations of Synod. 


A special committee was appointed to study the possibility of establishing 
a Theological Seminary on the West Coast in the near future. 

During the year your committee has interviewed many of the mission 
pastors of the Synod and has attempted to give all possible encouragement and 
assistance in the development of the mission work of the Church. 

Your Committee presents the following recommendations: 

1. That the Constitution of Synod be amended to designate the territory 
of the Synod as the States of California, Arizona, Nevada and the Territory of 
Hawaii. 

2. That Synod adopt the policy of granting no financial aid to ministerial 
students while still in college, until after a thorough investigation and approval 
by the Executive Committee of Synod. 

Tha Synod authorize the launching of a Synod-wide campaign to raise 


building funds next fall. The goal of such a campaign would approach the 
$1,000,000.00 mark. 


4. That Synod engage in a concerted Evangelism Effort throughout all the 
churches of Synod with staff members of the Board of Social Missions on the 
field to give direction for a prolonged period of time. 

5. That the following budget be adopted as the official budget of Synod 
for the year 1948. (Note—this will be distributed at the meeting of Synod.) 


I. CONTRIBUTORS OUTSIDE OF SYNOD: 


IEVULEIC SAS Apportionments <a. eee een en $ 28,781.00 
2 MidlendsiColleger += = anna om 4,500.00 
3. Western Theological Seminary. 1,800.00 


$ 35,081.00 $ 35,081.00 


Il. PARK CHURCHES: 


TY Osermitess = Ae hk 67) Adi es ee $ 75.00 
SPOSQUO CH se 5 res een ee eae 50.00 


$ 125.00 §$ 125.00 


Ldtome:. Missions s:) oe 2 pecan ee ee ete ae 3,000.00 
2. California Lutheran Home....... 3,500.00 
3. Ministerial Education 2,000.00 
4) Mouth | Cam ping lei te ete ena 900.00 


IV. CHURCH CONVENTIONS: $ 9,000.00 $9,000.00 


Synodical (Delegates Expenses)... 
Synodical (Other) ) $ 1,200.00 


modical ‘(Other)’ A ee Se eeu 125.00 
Minutes of Synodi ices et ay cee Sie ec = = 1000:00 
U.L.C.A. (Delegates Expenses)... 600.00 


$ 2,925.00 $$ 2,925.00 


V. GENERAL EXPENSES: 


Goldentoiclem Uther sa euan see eee 800.00 
Synodical (Operating) 00 : 600.00 
ExecuiivesCommittcenm emma 0 bom a 1,600.00 
AMmOthermcommittcecimn ek lain, Whe ea Bier ke 200.00 


$ 3,200.00 200. 
VI. PRESIDENT’S OFFICE EXPENSE seesiau 


Pecalary offPresident»of "Synod. $ 5,500.00 
2. Expenses of President of Synod... 3,000.00 
3. Pension of President of Synod. 220.00 
AW@ hee mW tilities eRe) fry sos eo) ee oh 600.00 
oy walarylof Secretary sof Synodi..2.25. 5 1,800.00 


$ 11,120.00 $ 11,120.00 
VII. OTHER SALARIES OF SYNOD: 


LAE SECTELAL AMON S VIO Gen. ee I ere ake Sine $ 100.00 
DMLLeCIStirely Olw oy OCs wee, Se en eee ee Nae lee 200.00 
Seri Susadnlsya Ge: Vorg\ amet very ers eke ts RliU nee NaN 2 SORA pe Ot aAleren Ome 50.00 
$ 350.00 $ 350.00 
$ 61,801.00 
MebuUpDGE—Normal Budget of synods 2-5. ee $ 61,801.00 
By BUDGET=— 2005.) Apportionment) for ULCA. 2.2 es 28,781.00 - 
op enV ae OOP OTe OGOte weed a ore emcn ee Fe ae re ee 21,940.00 
$112,522.00 
ANTICIPATED INCOME: (12,000 Communing Members) 
A. Budget at $5.00 per Communing Member... $ 60,000.00 
B. Budget at $3.00 per Communing Membev........0..22-2.2-2--2------------—- 36,000.00 
C. Budget at $2.00 per Communing Member... n-nonane eee 24,000.00 
$120,000.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT SCHWERTZ, Convener 


6. That the following congregations be received into membership by the 
Synod, subject to the approval of the Committee on Constitutions: 

Mt. Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Yreka, California 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, El Monte, California 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, Pacific Beach, California 
Lakewood Evangelical Lutheran Church, Long Beach, California 

Ev. Lutheran Church of the Transfiguration, Los Angeles, California 
Ev. Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, Nevada 

Trinity United Lutheran Church, Pomona, California 

Organized in January, 1948, to be received into Synod: Ev. Lutheran Church 
of The Foothills, La Canada, California. 

7. That Synod authorize the payment of traveling expenses incurred in 
attending the Knubel-Miller Foundation Lectures for all pastors of congregations 
‘outside Los Angeles County. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 

The motion prevailed that the recommendations in the report be considered 
seriatim. 

Item I was adopted and referred to the Committee on the Constitution. 
Items 2 to 5 were adopted. 

Item 6 was adopted and the pastors and lay delegates were presented 
to the Convention. Dr. Beasom led in a prayer of thanksgiving to 
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Almighty God for this rich harvest He has granted to us. 
Item 7 was adopted. 
The report as a whole was adopted. 
The tellers reported that the following were elected as members of the 
Executive Committee on the first ballot: The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Secretary; 
Mr. Carl Bell, Treasurer; Mr. Fritz Noel and Mr. Fritz Bowman. 


The motion prevailed that if no election results on the next ballot, that 
succeeding ballots be limited to the four highest. 


The motion prevailed that the secretary be instructed to cast the unanimous 
ballot for the Rev. Henry Scherer as statistician. 


The tellers reported that the second ballot resulted in the election of the 
Rev. Robert Romeis, the Rev. Carl Tambert and Mr. L. S. Johnston to the 
Executive Committee. 


The motion prevailed that balloting begin for the office of Archivist and 
members of the Board of the California Lutheran Home for the Aged. 


The motion prevailed that the afternoon session begin at 2:00 P.M. 


The motion prevailed that the Budget be mimeographed for distribution 
this afternoon. 


The session was adjourned with prayer led by the Rev. Guy L. Hudson. 
It was followed by meetings of the laymen and the ministerium. 


FIFTH SESSION 
Wednesday, January 28, 1948, 2:30 P.M. 


The afternoon session opened with a memorial service at 2:30 P.M. The 
Rev. Howard A. Anspach was in charge of the service. Tributes were paid to 
the departed pastors, as follows: 

Dr. Oscar Gruver, by the Rev. H. Paul Romeis. 

Dr. William S. Dysinger, by Dr. Herbert J. Weaver. 

Pastor B. L. Westenbarger, by the Rev. Guy L. Hudson. 

The Minutes of the Fourth Session were approved as read. Pastor Vosseler 
presented Mr. J. Clifford Safley, Managing Editor of the San Diego Union, who 
spoke briefly on the press attitude toward the churches. 

The Rev. Clifford B. Holland presented the Rev. Royal E. Lescher, 
Director of Evangelism of the Board of Social Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, who was welcomed to the Convention. 

The motion prevailed that the Secretary of the Synod be instructed to send ' 
a telegram of greeting to the Synod of South Carolina, now in session at the 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Columbia, South Carolina. 


The Rev. J. Benner Weaver presented: 
REPORT OF THE CAMP COMMITTEE—1947 


The committee, being fully aware of the great need for a camping program 
and of the values inherent in a carefully planned and well executed summer 
camp, has spent the year in making a comprehensive study of the entire 
problem. 


The first major problem confronting the committee was that of choosing a 
permanent camp site. The solution to this problem came during the summer 
when the Board of Managers of the California Lutheran Hospital offered to sell 
to the synod the lease to the California Lutheran Camp, buildings and equip- 
ment, valued conservatively at approximately $30,000.00. The cost of the trans- 
action was the very nominal sum of $2,500.00, which represented the cost of 
improvements made by the hospital group during the summer. Upon the recom- 
mendation of the committee, the executive committee of synod voted to buy the 
California Lutheran Camp. It is felt that the present site can in time be 
equipped to handle 200 or more campers weekly. 


The committee is plannig to prepare, with the assistance of qualified 
individuals and based upon the experience of other camps, an overall Master 
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Plan for the site. In preparing to operate the camp during the summer of 1948 
it is proposed to make only such repairs and installations as are necessary. 

During the coming summer the committee plans to hold weekly camps 
through the months of July and August, providing camping periods for Juniors, 
Intermediates, Seniors and Young People. Permission has been received from 
the U. S. Forestry Service to erect temporary housing quarters and it is hoped 
that approximately 60 campers and leaders can be accommodated each week 
of the program. 

A well-rounded curriculum of worship, study, recreation and service has 
been carefully planned with a view to developing campers spiritually, men- 
tally, physically and ‘socially. 

In concluding this report it is important to point out the very important 
fact, that the success of this proposed camping development depends in very 
great measure upon the hearty cooperation of each pastor of our Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE CAMP COMMITTEE 


J. BENNER WEAVER, Chairman 


The report was adopted. 

The Constitution of Central Lutheran Theological Seminary was approved. 

The Rev. Ross F. Hidy presented the Rev. Fred Schenk, student pastor for 
the Lutheran Student Foundation of Southern California, who spoke on the 
importance of this work, pointing out there are 972 Lutheran students on the 
Los Angeles campuses. 


The Rev. Carl V. Tambert presented 
REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


The Stewardship Committee is happy to report a most satisfactory year in 
this department of the Church life. The splendid materials which have been 
provided for our use by the ULCA Stewardship Committee, together with a 
beautiful spirit of cooperation on the part of our Pastors and lay leaders, has 
served to encourage us that the department of Stewardship in our Church's 
life is really advancing. 

The stewardship picture, “And Now I See,” acclaimed by all groups as the 
most outstanding production in this field, has been shown in every California 
Synod Church at least once during the Fall of 1947. In addition to this, almost 
all of our churches used the film-strip and record “Team Work,” together with 
other records provided, and almost every Pastor ordered and used the Every 
Member Visitation materials provided by the Laymen’s Movement for 
stewardship. 

We rejoice that virtually all congregations engaged in an Every Member 
Visitation. 

Your Stewardship Committee would suggest: 

1. That the apportionment as suggested by the United Lutheran Church in 
America for 1948 be regarded as a normal yearly procedure in our Synod 
henceforth. 

2. That special attention be given to the stewardship education of children 
in 1948, and that a definite educational campaign be instituted by the 
Stewardship Committee among the Church Schools of our territory. 

3. That a long range planning program be begun which will culminate in 
1949 with a stewardship education program for the youth of our Church. 

Your Stewardship Committee would further suggest a few practical prin- 
ciples for Pastors and laymen: 

1. We should follow the enthusiasm of the enlightened faithful of our 
congregations rather than the defeatism of the unenlightened in the matter of 
stewardship. 

2. New members received into our congregations should be challenged 
with the idea of carrying the burden of the Lord’s work rather than being a 
burden themselves. 
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3. Pastors and laymen should be eager and bold to ask for the Lord. Our 
stewardship witness should be certain and clear-cut to all from the child 
gaining first consciousness of things eternal to the aged saint who has lived 


hus (ile, taste Lore CARL V. TAMBERT, Chairman 


PHILLIP W. BERGSTRESSER 
F. J. BOWMAN 
GUY L. HUDSON 
ELDON P. MILLER 
The motion prevailed that the recommendations be considered seriatim. 
Items 1-7 inclusive were adopted. 
Items 8 and 9 were referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 
Items 10 and 11 were adopted. 
The report as a whole was adopted. 


The Rev. Arthur W. Alm presented: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


This committee is aware of the demands of the Church for more full-time 
workers. Every pastor must seek for those who would be suitable for full-time 
Christian service within his congregation. 

The Committee on Students for the Ministry is happy to report that we 
have more students preparing for the ministry than ever before. 

At Western Seminary we have four students at present. Namely; Curt 
Klein, St. Michael's, Berkeley; William Bowman of Glendale, Albert Shandrick 
of St. Mark's, San Francisco and Jack Glidewell of Our Savior’s in Tucson, 
Arizona. At Northwestern Seminary in Minneapolis is Woodard Ching of St. 
Michael's in Berkeley. 

May we ask your continued support in: 


1. Keeping in close touch with the students from the various churches who 
are planning for full-time Christian service. 


2. Seeing that this committee gets the names and addresses of all who are 
planning on going into the ministry or deaconate. 


3. Keeping the cause of the ministry before your people. 
4. Keeping in close touch with this committee on prospective students. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR W. ALM 
ROBERT ROMEIS 
MILUS BONKER 


DAVID ROBISCON 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Don W. Endter presented: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


In the first place, we suggest that the California Synod set up one or two 
visual aid material depositories so that the churches of Synod may procure 
these materials without large rental fees or the necessity of buying some aids 
which very few congregations can actually afford. The depository would send 
films and slides to any church making request for a particular date but without 
cost to the church. Actually, the depository would be a loan library with the 
only cost being the postage necessary for mailing. The Synod could start with 
a small appropriation of funds and then ultimately write so much into the 
annual budget for this purpose. 


Secondly, we suggest that the pastors write the ULPH requesting that the 
publication house supply the Los Angeles branch with a more complete and 
adequate visual aid material service. 


46 


The establishment of a Los Angeles branch of the ULPH in the past 
year has been a source of joy to all of us and a great help to our Church in 
the West. Each of our churches is encouraged to buy as much religious 
material from our western branch now as possible. : 


Respectfully submitted, 
DON W. ENDTER, Chairman 


The motion prevailed that Synod refer the need for visual aid helps to the 
Executive Committee for action. 


The Rev. Harold J. Lorimer presented: 
REPORT OF NORTHERN DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE 


The Northern District Luther League looks to the year past with much 
happiness and gratitude. It was a year that witnessed a marked increase in 
spirit and activity, and in the number of participating Leagues and Leaguers. 


The usual district gatherings were held with notable success. The Spring 
Rally occurred at Grace Church, Richmond. First Church, Oakland, entertained 
the Leaguers at the Fall convention. 


The district conventions were interspersed with rallies and impromptu get- 
togethers among near-at-hand Luther Leagues. With a view toward promoting 
a closer fellowship between leagues, areas have been designated for such 
activity and responsible individuals have been assigned to each for assistance 
to the local Leagues in the development of their program. 


The objectives of the District for the coming year are to increase to 100% 
the number of churches having member Leagues, to enlarge the scope of © 
interest and support given to the general program of Synodical League and the 
Luther League of America, and to deepen the spiritual life of the young people 
and encourage a more wide spread active participation in the life of the 
local congregation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HAROLD J. LORIMER, Advisor 

The report was adopied. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., presented: 


THE REPORT OF THE 
HOME MISSION COMMITTEE OF SYNOD—1947 


A study of population trends by the U. S. Census Bureau and the Scripps 
Foundation for Research in Population has revealed a 3344% increase in the 
population of the Pacific coast states or a growth of 3,281,000, while the 
balance of the forty-five states gained 3% or 3,712,000. The largest share of the 
west coast increase is found in the territory of the California Synod and is 
directly the specific obligation of the Home Mission Commission. 


Cognizant of its tremendous responsibility, your Committee has sought to 
carry on its work during the past year and is happy to report the organization 
of seven congregations during the past year and an eighth congregation to be 
organized the first month of 1948. These are presented to Synod for acceptance: 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, San Diego, (Pacific Beach), California, the 
Rev. Quentin Garman, the pastor-organizer. 

The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Transfiguration, Los Angeles, (Loyola 
Village), California, the Rev. Franklin Swanson, the pastor-organizer. 
Redeemer, Ev. Lutheran Church, El Monte, California, the Rev. Willis 
Forsyth, the pastor-organizer. 

Trinity United Ev. Lutheran Church, Pomona, California, the Rev. Paul 
Geberding, the pastor-organizer. : 
Lakewood Village Ev. Lutheran Church, Long Beach (Lakewood Vil- 
lage), California, the Rev. Louis Hertz, the pastor-organizer. 

Mt. Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Yreka, California, the Rev. Kenneth 
Linton, pastor-organizer, with the assistance of the Rev. Elvin Hansen, 
of Medford, Ore., and the Rev. Lester Keasey, of Biblical Seminary, 
New York. 
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The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, Nevada, the 
Rev. J. Edward Oslund, the pastor-organizer. 

The Ev. Lutheran Church in the Foothills, Montrose-La Canada, Cali- 
fornia, the Rev. John Stump, the pastor-organizer. 

Delighted as your Committee is in presenting these congregations to Synod 
for admission, it is, nevertheless, aware that there are many, many more fields 
that have been overlooked or that have not been entered through lack of men 
and funds. 

Besides carrying on the work of mission development, your Committee, 
under the third phase of its work, has continued the mission activity among the 
congregations already established. From time to time mission pastors have 
been brought to the Committee meetings that your members might learn more 
of their particular needs and problems. There have been some misunder- 
standings, but your Committee has sought to be fair, sincere and always help- 
ful. There have been many conferences with pastors and special committee 
meetings, in addition to an exceedingly large amount of correspondence per- 
tinent to the mission program. 


Salary Aid was approved as follows: Burbank, Luther Memorial, $2400; 
Culver City, Grace, $1680; El Monte, Redeemer, $2100 Inglewood, Holy Trinity, 
$1140; Long Beach, Faith, $1680; Los Angeles, St. Paul's, $1680; Los Angeles, 
Transfiguration, $2509; Phoenix, Faith, $1560; Richmond, St. James, $2100, Sac- 
ramento, St. Paul's, $1680; San Diego, Christ, $1800 plus parsonage; San Fran- 
cisco, First, $1800; San Francisco, Temple, $660; San Mateo, St. Andrew's, $1380; 
Santa Barbara, Grace, $840; Tucson, Our Saviour's, $2160; Vallejo, St. Paul's, 
$900 Whittier, Salem, $2400. 

Cost of living grants were made to mission pastors and Board missionaries 
by the Board of American Missions during 1947 at the rate of 15%. A 25% cost 
of living grant for the first six months of 1948 was approved. Most of the 
congregations have made equal amounts of grants in increased salaries for 
mission pastors for the share paid by the congregations. 


Church Extension Loans with the Board as of December 1, 1947 are as 
follows: Altadena, Church Property $2,500, Parsonage chapel, $5,500, Equipment, 
$250; Berkeley, St. Michael's, Parsonage, $7,950; Burbank, Luther Memorial, 
Property, $4,500, Parsonage, $5,700; Culver City, Grace, Church Building, 
$16,750, Property, $2,500; El Monte, Redeemer, Property, $4000, Parsonage, 
$5,000; Fresno, First, Parsonage, $1,857.75; Inglewood, Holy Trinity, 
Property, $13,925; Long Beach, Faith, Church Building, $6,937.50, Parsonage, 
$6,300; Long Beach, Lakewood, Parsonage, $6,100; Los Angeles, Advent, Church 
and Parsonage, $13,730; Los Angeles, St. Paul's, Church, $2,790, Parsonage, 
$6,275; Los Angeles, Transfiguration, Church, $18,500, Parsonage, $6,425; Oak- 
land, St. John’s, Church, $750; Phoenix, Faith, Church and Parsonage, $36,760; 
Pomona, Trinity, Church, $2,925, Parsonage, $3,412.50; Reno, Good Shepherd, 
Parsonage, $14,000; Richmond, St. James, Parsonage, $5,000, Lots, $3,600; Sacra- 
mento, St. Paul's Church, $17,500, Parsonage, $7,080; San Bernardino, First, 
Parsonage, $4,300; San Diego, Christ, Parsonage, $5,450, Church, $16,375; San 
Diego, First, Church and Parsonage, $11,125; San Diego, St. Peter's, Lots, $2,500, 
Parsonage, $8,250; San Jose, Grace, Church, $1,993.75; San Mateo, St. Andrew's, 
Lots, $8,000, Parsonage, $7,643.75; Santa Barbara, Grace, Church, $2,250; Santa 
Monica, St. Paul's Church, $40,000; Tucson, Our Saviour’s, Lots, $3,500; Par- 
sonage, $7,100; Vallejo, St. Paul's, Church and Lots, $10,600; Whittier, Salem, 
$5,350, Parsonage, $7,040. 


We congratulate the Lutheran Church of Honolulu, the Rev. H. Edward 
Hamme, pastor, for paying its church extension loan in full of $14,500 and thus 
becoming entirely self-supporting. 


Church edifices have been erected for: Culver City, Grace; Los Angeles, 
Transfiguration; Pomona, Trinity. Buildings are being erected for: Sacramento, 
St. Paul's; Beverly Hills; Whittier, Salem; Tucson, Our Saviour’s Inglewood, 
Holy Trinity. New church buildings will soon be erected for: San Francisco, 
First; Vallejo, St. Paul's; San Mateo, St. Andrew's; Altadena; Burbank, Luther 
Memorial; San Diego, Christ; San Diego, St. Peter's. 

The Board of American Missions sponsored a summer school at Mt. Hermon 
early in July at which there was a representation from the Rocky Mountain, 
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Pacific and the Western Canada synods, as well as a large number from the 
California Synod. Plans have already been made for a camp at Mt. Hermon 
for 1948. 

Your Committee recommends: 

1. That the Secretary of Synod write letters of appreciation to the President 
of the United Lutheran Church in America, the staff members of the Board of 
American Missions, the presidents of the Synodical Women’s Missionary Society 
and the two conference societies. 

2. That the chaplain of Synod be instructed to offer prayer during the 
Convention in thanksgiving unto God for His countless blessings and divine 
guidance, imploring His continued help and leadership to the end that souls 
may be saved in this vast area He has committed unto our care, and that He 
may use us in the fulfilling of His will. 

3. That Synod give a rising vote of thanks to all mission pastors, Board 
missionaries and pastor-organizers of congregations serving on our territory, 
and that the Secretary of Synod be instructed to write a letter of appreciation 
to the Rev. Elvin Hansen for his missionary efforts in the formation of Mt. Zion 
Ev. Lutheran Church of Yreka, California. 

4. That Synod instruct the Secretary of Synod to write a letter of thanks 
to the Executive Secretary of the Women's Missionary Society of the U.L.C.A 
for the contributions made through the Board of American Missions to missions 
on our territory. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 

The report was adopied seriatim. 

The tellers announced that Mr. William Titmas was elected as the lay 
member of the Executive Committee from the Northern Conference and that the 
Rev. Carl V. Tambert was elected to the Board of the California Lutheran Home 
for the Aged. 

The motion prevailed that a letter of appreciation be sent by the Secretary 
of Synod to each of the San Diego newspapers, thanking them for their excel- 
lent publicity during this Convention. 

The motion prevailed that balloting begin for the election of clerical and 
lay delegates to the U.L.C.A. convention. 


The Secretary presented: 
THE REPORT OF THE MINISTERIUM 


The Ministerium met at 11:30 A.M. on Tuesday, Jonuary 28, 1948. The meet- 
ing was opened with prayer led by the Rev. J. Edward Oslund. } 
The report of the Examining Committee was received and the following 
recommendations were adopted seriatim: 
(1) That Mr. George H. Lovekamp, having passed a very satisfactory 
examination, be recommended for ordination to the Gospel 
Ministry. 
(2) That the following men be received as members of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of California: 
The Rev. Kenneth E. Linton 
The Rev. Harvey G. Schwegler 
The Rev. John P. Stump 
The Rev. Walter M. Stuhr 
The Rev. Quentin P. Garman 
(3) That we recommend the approval of ad interim ordination of can- 
didates for the Gospel Ministry subject to their approval by the 
Examining Committee. 
(4) That we authorize the President of Synod to receive the Rev. H. W. 
Falk into membership of Synod, subject to the approval of the 
Examining Committee. 
The motion prevailed that Synod send a congratulatory telegram to the 
Rev. E. A. Trabert, D.D., on his recent marriage. 
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The motion prevailed that we compliment the laymen on their active 
participation in this convention of Synod and that we urge them to continue 
to take an active part in the affairs of the Church. 

The motion prevailed that we recommend to the Synod that the Executive 
Committee be ordered to appoint a commission with an equal number of pastors 
and laymen to study the whole program of Lay participation in the work of 
the Church, and to report their findings to the next convention of Synod. 

The motion prevailed that we recommend to the Synod that the Executive 
Committee be ordered to appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of an 
equal number of laymen and pastors to present two names for each office in 
the Synod elections. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


The report was adopted. 

The Rev. G. Elson Ruff addressed the convention on “Problems Confronting 
the Church Throughout the World.” 

The secretary of the Southern Conference reported the election of the fol- 
lowing officers: President, the Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D.; Vice-president, the 
Rev. Henry Scherer; Secretary, the Rev. Charles P. Smith; Treasurer, the Rev. 
Arthur E. Alm. The report was adopted. 

The secretary of the Northern Conference reported the election of the 
following officers: 

The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., President; The Rev. Milus Bonker, Vice- 
President; The Rev. Phillip Bergstresser, Secretary; Mr. Frants Jensen, Treasurer. 

The report was adopted. 

The session was closed with prayer led by the Rev. John B. Nield, Ph.D. 

The Convention vespers were held on Wednesday evening, beginning at 
8:00 P.M. The Rev. G. Elson Ruff, Litt.D., gave a stirring message on the needs 
of the Church throughout the world. 


SIXTH SESSION 


Thursday, January 29, 1948, 9:00 A.M. 

The Sixth Session was opened at 9:00 A.M. on Thursday morning with 
devotions by the Chaplain on the theme, “Why Do We Live?” 

The minutes of the Fifth session were approved. The tellers reported the 
following election results: 

Clerical Delegates to the Convention: President Beasom, The Rev. Carl V. 
Tambert, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Henry Scherer, The Rev. Paul H. 
Wolpert, The Rev. Edward Spirer. 

Lay Delegates to the Convention: Mr. Carl A. Bell, Mr. Fritz Noel, Mr. L. S. 
Johnston, Mr. Howard Logan, Mr. Fritz Bowman, Mrs. Charles Izenour. 

Alternates (Clerical): The Rev. A. B. Schwertz, The Rev. J. George Dorn, 
The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, The Rev. Ross Hidy, 
The Rev. Orville Awerkamp. 

Alternates (Lay): Mr. Frants Jensen, Mr. Jerry Vogel, Mr. William Steffen- 
hagen, Mr. William Titmas, Dr. Reinartz, Mr. W. E. Lebold. 

The report of the Committee on Letters and Papers was adopted. 


THE REPORT ON THE COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND PAPERS 


Mr. President: 
_ ne following letters and papers have been received during the meeting of 
ynod: 
1. Telegram from Sister Mildred Winter, announcing the appointment of 
Miss Patricia Chafin’s entrance into the Philadelphia Deaconess School. 
2. Letter from the Rev. Konrad Koosmann, President of the American 
Lutheran Church of California district. 
3. Letter from the Rev. H. W. Falk, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, who sends 
greetings to the Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The motion prevailed that the invitation contained in the letter from the 
Rev. Konrod Koosmann he accepted. 
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The Rev. Milus W. Bonker presented the following report: 
COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


The Committee on President’s Report is cognizant ‘of another extremely 
prosperous, busy and fruitful year under the leadership of Dr. Beasom. 


Of special note for rejoicing in the President’s Report is the unprecedented 
establishment of eight mission congregations, the opening of the California 
Lutheran Home for the Aged, the realization of a Lutheran Camp, and the 
extension of the boundaries of Synod to include the states of Nevada, Arizona, 
and the Territory of Hawaii, as well as California. God has preserved and 
blessed our president as he has labored physically in the Master's vineyard. 


After careful study of the report, this Committee desires to present the 
following recommendations: 


(1) That the pastors of Synod be much more conservative in their demands 
upon the time of the President; that he be called to the churches of 
Synod in only the most necessary instances. 


(2) That every pastor vigorously promote “The Lutheran’ and that each 
congregation consider this fall’s Every Member Visitation program as 
a time of special solicitation of subscriptions, and consider subsidizing 
the subscription rate also that it might be in more homes of the 
parishes. The committees on “The Lutheran” should aid in carrying 
out this recommendation. 


(3) That we give full support to the President's five-point program of 
evangelism, enlistment, expansion, enrichment and extension. This~ 
program should be featured in the next issue of the Golden State 
Lutheran.” 

(4) That every congregation give unreserved support to the Synod-wide 
program of evangelism between Easter and Pentecost, and that stand- 
ing evangelism committees be appointed in the local churches to carry 
on the visitation of the unchurched and lapsed members. 


(5) That this be a special year of seeking out young men and women 
for full-time Christian Service. The Committee on Ministerial Education 
should be charged with the supplying of all possible aids to the 
congregations. 


(6) That each pastor lay plans early to participate in the fall program of 
Sunday School enrollment. 


(7) That each congregation seriously and prayerfully give complete support 
to the Synod-wide campaign for the raising of funds for local purposes, 
and that a special committee be appointed to carry out the provisions 
of this recommendation. 


(8) That the Harvest Home Festival for the Home for the Aged become 
an annual celebration. 


(9) That in the closing prayer of Convention, the Chaplain lead us in 
beseeching Almighty God to grant Dr. Beasom continued strength in 
body and soul to lead us still onward in the extending of the Kingdom. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MILUS W. BONKER, Chairman 


The motion prevailed that the report be received and the recommendations 
considered seriatim. 
Item 1 was adopted by rising vote. 
Items 2 to 6 inclusive were adopted. 
Item 7 was adopted as amended. 
Items 8 and 9 were adopted. 
The report as a whole was adopted, 
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The Rev. George A. Spindt presented: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


Attendance at this Convention has been remarkably high on the parts of 
both Clergy and lay delegates. " 

All but eleven of the Clergy on the roll of Synod have been present, with 
proper excuse presented for all but one of these. No excuse was received from 
the Rev. A. J. Soldan, D.D. The several retired members of Synod present are 
to be congratulated on their attendance. Most of these retired men not present 
sent excuses. 

The Committee recommend that all Chaplains be excused. 

The Gemmittee further recommends that a letter be sent by the Secretary of 
Synod to the secretary of each congregation which had no lay delegate present 
and presented no excuse for their absences, expressing regret that the congre- 
gation was not properly represented by both lay and clerical delegates and 
requesting more careful consideration at future Conventions of Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 
GEORGE A. SPINDT, Chairman 
WILLIAM CAPEL 
TITUS SCHOLL 
CHARLES P. SMITH 


The following report was adopted. 


REPORT OF CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
(For other than Transportation to Synod) 


First Church—San Diego 
Telegram 25.525, Se eee 
Two Typists $24.00 and Telegram 7.50 
Three: lelegroung? ste ee 
Two Long Distance Calls 
POSICIG 6) eee iain ae ee oe ee eee ee 
StertiomGry es a 2 ee Se tie ene 
Typewriter rent .... 
Print tickets 
Carlyle Hagen—Janitor service 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY SCHERER 


The Rev. Clarence F, Crouser presented: 
REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL LUTHER LEAGUE 


The year 1947 witnessed the formation of a Synodical Luther League. Three 
representatives from the Northern Conference Luther League and three from 
the District Luther League of Southern California together with one representa- 
tive of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California met twice during the 
year for the purpose of drawing up a proposed Constitution for the Synodical 
League and to prepare plans for a Charter Convention. This Convention was 
held in St. Matthew's Church, San Francisco, over the: Labor Day week-end. 
At this time, 123 registered as delegates. The President of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, the President of Synod, Dr. Paul Empie and Rev. Charles 
Reinbrecht, were the principal speakers. Application was made for membership 
in the Luther League of America. This has been granted and the Synodical 


League is now the officially recognized unit of the National Group here on 
the territory of Synod. 
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The purpose of the Synodical League is to handle business matters and to 
provide the contact with the national League. The district leagues will continue 
to function in inspirational matters. 

Mr. George Steffins was elected President; Mr. Paul Koch, Vice President; 
Miss Harriet Denton, Recording Secretary; Miss Frieda Blotter, Corresponding 
Secretary; Mr. Albert Anspach, Treasurer and Mr. Paul Spindt, Statistician. 


Recommendations 


1. That each Pastor of Synod be instructed to use every means possible to 
organize and encourage the formation of a Luther League or Leagues, within 
the Congregation he serves. 

2. That youth groups within the local Congregations be encouraged to 
affiliate with the Synodical League as soon as possible. 

3. That each Congregation be advised to encourage a youth leader to 
attend Synod and thus gain the inspiration and knowledge to be obtained 
through witnessing the Church in action. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CLARENCE F. CROUSER 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Clifford B. Holand presented: 


THE REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


During the past year five meetings of this group were held. 

The cause of social missions received a great forward impetus in our 
Synod through the “School of Social Missions” sponsored by the Board of 
Social Missions of the United Lutheran Church at the Pacific Palisades Camp 
grounds at Pacific Palisades. The attendance for the school totaled thirty- 
nine. Speakers and leaders for the different sessions included Dr. C. F. Koch, 
the Rev. F. A. Shearer, Dr. Alfred P. Haake, Dr. Frederick A. Smith, the Rev. 
Carl V. Tambert and the Rey. Clifford B. Holand. 

The Committee on Social Missions recommends: 

1. That we express to the Board of Social Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church our sincere appreciation for the School sponsored on our territory during 
the past year. 

2. That we express our gratitude to the Social Missions Board of the U.L.C. 
for its continued financial support of the program for the Home for the Aged 
at Alhambra. (Last year they allotted $1200 for his cause. This year it was 
$900.) 

3. That we express our gratitude to all who have so generously helped to 
make possible the opening of the Home for the Aged during the past year. 

4. That we pray for further guidance so that the entire debt on the Home 
may soon be paid off, in order that even greater gains may be made in this 
important field of social missions. 

5. That we enter wholeheartedly into the program for Evangelization as it 
will be led in our Synod this spring through the Board of Social Missions. 

6. That the theme of our Northern and Southern Conference meetings for 
the coming fall be that of Social Missions, and that this Committee be author- 
ized to contact outstanding speakers and leaders as soon as possible. 

7. That we express our gratitude to the National Lutheran Council for the 
outstanding work being done on our territory by Pastors Mattson and Smith. 

8. That during the coming year each Pastor of Synod shall contact either 
Pastor Smith or Pastor Mattson and arrange for them to present the cause of the 
National Lutheran Council at their churches, if possible, at regular church 
services. ae 

9. That the churches of Synod include in their budgets an appropriation 
for the work of the Lutheran Welfare Council on this territory. 

10. That every possible encouragement be given to the social agencies 
within the conferences, such as the Samaritan Society which is rendering such 
an outstanding service. 
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11. That there be a careful study by each Pastor of the literature received 
from time to time from the U.L.C. Board of Social Missions. This material is being 
prepared by men who are qualified to aid us in the work of the Master, and 
to give us a broader vision of the Kingdom of God. Members of the staff, who 
are always available for advice, include Dr. C. Franklin Koch, Executive 
Secretary; the Rev. Francis A. Shearer, Secretary for Inner Missions; the Rev. 
Royal E. Lesher, Director of Evangelism; the Rev. Peter J. Dexnis, Associate 
Director of Evangelism and the Rev. Harold C. Letts, Secretary for Social 
Action. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLIFFORD B. HOLAND, Chairman 
FREDERICK A. SMITH 
LOUIS HERTZ 
E. J. MATTSON 


HENRY I. KOHLER 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Charles Miley presented 
REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 


Meeting May 13, 1947, Los Angeles, Calif. 


MOTION PREVAILED that Mr. Robert Wheatley, having passed a very 
satisfactory examination, be recommended for ordination to the Gospel 
Ministry. 

(Signed) ERWIN A. VOSSELER, Sec’y Pro Tem. 

Meeting, January 28, 1948, San Diego, Calif. 

Motion prevailed that we recommend the following men be received as 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. 

Pastor Kenneth E. Linton, Transferred from Synod of Ohio. 
Pastor Harvey G. Schwegler, Transferred from Iowa Synod. 

Pastor John P. Stump, Transferred from Pittsburg Synod. 

Pastor Walter M. Stuhr, Transferred from Synod of the North West. 
Pastor Quentin P. Garman, Transferred from Central Penn. 

Motion prevailed that we recommend the approval of ad interim ordina- 
tion of candidates for the Gospel Ministry, subject to their approval by the 
examining commitiee. 

Motion prevailed that Pastor H. W. Falk, having made no formal application 
for membership in our synod, but having given indication that such action may 
be forthcoming, that we authorize the president of Synod to receive him, subject 
to approval of the examining committee. 


(Signed) CHARLES A. MILEY, Sec’y Pro Tem 


(Signed) J. GEORGE DORN, Chairman 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz presented 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
Your Resolutions Committee offers the following resolutions 


1. Whereas we are deeply appreciative of the excellent hospitality extended 
us by the pastor and members of First Lutheran Church, San Diego, Calif., in 
offering their church for the use of this convention, be it resolved that this 
body express its gratitude by a rising vote and that this resolution be pre- 
sented to the congregation at a public service. 


2. Whereas the local newspapers have given excellent news coverage of 
this Convention of Synod, be it resolved that this body express its appreciation 
and that such expression be conveyed to the San Diego Daily Journal, the San 
Diego Union and the San Diego Tribune Sun by letter from the secretary. 

3. Whereas we have been greatly inspired by the presence and messages 
of Dr. G. Elson Ruff, Editor of “The Lutheran,’ and official representative of the 
U.L.C.A. to Synod, of Dr. H. P. Hieronymus, President of Midland College and 
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of the Rev. Royal Lesher, Director of Evangelism of the Board of Social Missions 
of the ULC.A., be it resolved that this body express its sincere gratitude to 
them with a rising vote. 


4. Whereas the Cover of the 1947 Year Book of the U.L.C.A. commemorates 
the 200th Anniversary of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and whereas next 
year marks the 100th Anniversary of the establishment of Lutheranism on the 
West Coast, be it resolved that this body by letter from the secretary to Dr. 
F. Eppling Reianrtz, Editor, commend him upon this year’s Cover and request 
that next year’s Year Book Cover commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the 
establishment of Lutheranism on the West Coast. 


5. Whereas legislation establishing Universal Military Training is pending 
in the United States Congress and whereas there are serious spiritual and 
moral principles involved in such national policy requiring Christian interpreta- 
tion leading to intelligent Christian conviction concerning such legislation; 
Be it resolved that the Pastors of Synod be encouraged to study both sides of 
universal military training and present the subject to their congregations in 
the light of their studied convictions; be it further resolved that this body 
petition the Board of Social Missions of the U.L.C.A. to give further serious 
study to this important issue and to present to the Church a clear statement 
and recommended position thereon. 


6. Whereas poor regulation of the sale and consumption of alcoholic 
beverages in the State of California is detrimental to the public welfare and 
a demoralizing influence upon our society and whereas the temperance 
forces and many of the churches of the State of California have undertaken a 
united campaign of education and legislation to provide local control of liquor 
licenses, be it resolved that this body go on record as cooperating with the. 
present program for legislation and education of the California Temperance 
Federation; and be it further resolved that this body recommend to its congre- 
gations that they aid in the campaign by personal work and financial help. 

7. Be it resolved that the theme of our northern and southern conferences 
meetings for the coming fall be that of Social Missions, and that the Committee 
of Social Missions be authorized to arrange for qualified speakers and leaders. 

8. Be it resolved that the churches of Synod include in their budgets an 
apportionment for the work of the Lutheran Welfare Council on this territory. 

9. Whereas the present date of the annual Convention of Synod interferes 
seriously with the pastors’ preparation for the Lenten Season and whereas it 
renders it difficult if not impossible to secure adequate reports for the conven- 
tion, be it resolved that the date of the annual Convention of Synod be 
changed to revert to the custom prevailing prior to 1945, ie. that of holding 
the Convention in late April or early May. 

10. Be it resolved that a Pre-Convention Session be held beginning at 3:00 
P.M. on the opening day of the Convention of Synod and that the Ministerium 
and the Laymen meet in separate sessions until 5:30 to discuss informally the 
expected business of the Convention. 

1l. Whereas the statistics compiled for the bulletin of convention represent 
much effort and are of wide interest and value, be it resolved that all the 
statistical reports of the statistician in the bulletin of the 57th annual conven- 
tion be included in the printed minutes of the convention to a maximum of five 
printed pages selected by the statistician with the advice and consent of the 
Executive Committee. 

12. Be it resolved that due to the increasing demands upon the President of 
Synod in the Home Missions Field of the Synod that the Congregations be 
urged to make fuller use of the Presidents of Conferences and that the President 
of Synod be called upon only in those cases of utmost importance in the 
congregational life of the several churches. 

13. Be it resolved that we express in prayer deep and humble gratitude 
to our Father God for the great material advancement and spiritual growth 
which He has granted this Synod throughout the past year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
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The motion prevailed that the report be received and the recommendations 
be considered seriatim: 


Item 1 was adopted by rising vote. 

Item 2 was adopted. 

Item 3 was adopted by rising vote. 

Items 4 and 5 were adopted. * 
Item 6 was adopted as amended. 

Items 7 and 8 were adopted. 

Item 9 was referred to the Executive Committee. 


Item 10 was referred to the Special Committee which is to study lay 
participation in the Conventions of Synod. 


Items 11-13, inclusive, were adopted. 
The report as a whole was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the officers of Synod be named the Trustees 
of Synod. 


The motion prevailed that, in view of the serious shortage of men in the 
Gosped Ministry, the California Synod establish a Theological Seminary on the 
territory of Synod, preferably in the Bay area. 


The motion prevailed that, at the conclusion of Convention, we join in 
giving thanks to Almighty God for the splendid leadership of the President of 
the Synod. 


The officers were installed in a special service led by the President of 
Synod. 


The minutes of the Sixth Session were approved as read. 
The motion prevailed that the meeting be adjourned. 
The Convention was officially closed by the use of the Prescribed Order. 


JAMES P. BEASOM, JR., D.D., President 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the Minutes of the 
Fifty-seventh Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, held 
in First Lutheran Church, San Diego, California, January 26, 27, 28 and 29, 1948. 


PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 
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1948 PRESIDENTS—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
Berkeley, St. Michael's, (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Stanley Mandel, 1818 
41st Ave., Oakland, Calif. 


Fresno, First (Friendship Circle)—Mrs. L. S. Johnson, 3360 Lyell Ave., Fresno 2, 
Calif. . 


Fresno, First (Chi Rho Circle)—Miss Helen Bird, Shields Ave., Fresno 4, Calif. 


Honolulu, Honolulu Lutheran (Ladies Guild of Lutheran Church of Honolulu)— 
Mrs. Hector Thorsen, 959 12th Ave., Honolulu, T.H. 


Oakland, First (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Helga Nelson, 3867 Balfour Ave., 
Oakland, Calif. 


Oakland, St. John’s (Women’s Missionary Society)—Mrs. Fred L. Goodridge, 
2230 47th Ave., Oakland. 


Richmond, Grace (Women of the Church-Day Gr.)—Mrs. Walter M. Hanson, 
6019 Tulare Ave., Richmond, Calif. 


Richmond, Grace (Women of the Church - Evening Group)—Mrs. Marion John- 
son, 2978 Chevy Way, Richmond, Calif. 


Richmond, St. James (Women of St. James)—Mrs. George Nelson, 1530 San Pablo 
Ave., El Cerrito, Calif. 


Sacramento, First (Bethany)—Mrs. Florene Pifer, 3530 56th St., Sacramento 17, 
Calif. 


cae daat St. John’s (Dorcas)—Agnes Robison, 4820 7th Ave., Sacramento, 
Calif. 


Sacramento, St. John’s (Mary E. Oehler Miss. Soc.)—Mrs. Pearl Colclough, 1811 
“F’' St., Sacramento, Calif. 


Sacramento, St. Paul’s (Pastor's Aid Society)—Mrs. Melvin Acker, 5788 llth 
Ave., Sacramento, Calif. 


San Francisco, First English (Women's Guild)—Mrs. C. A. Picou, 1446 43rd Ave., 
San Francisco 22, Calif. 


San Francisco, St. Mark's (W. M. S.-Day Group)—Mrs. H. M. Rist, 295 Howeth 
St., San Francisco 12, Calif. 


San Francisco, St. Mark's (W. M. S.-Day Group)—Miss Esther Ostergaard, 
1155 Pine St., San Francisco, Calif. 


San Francisco, St. Matthew's (W. M. S.)—Miss Elisé Stelling, 2700A Sutter St., 
San Francisco 15, Calif. 


San Jose, Grace (Missionary Women of the Church)—Dorothy Irene Nelson, 
1598 Lincoln Ave., San Jose, Calif. 


San Mateo, St. Andrews (Women of St. Andrews)—Mrs. G. L. Ridgeway, 419 
Georgetown Ave., San Mateo, Calif. 


Vallejo, St. Paul's (St. Paul's Guild)—Mrs. J. P. Sandretto, 1109 Shasta St, 
Vallejo, Calif. 


Yreka, Mt. Zion (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Clara J. Goerges, 307 S. 
Oregon, Yreka, Calif. 


1948 PRESIDENTS—SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Alhambra, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. H. Laph 2 
Rd., Alhambra, Calif, ie SE eae 


life 


Altadena, Altadena Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. K. A. Jesperson, 
79 W. Terrace, Altadena, Calif. 


Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. C. A. Graver, 
8439 Blackburn Ave., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 


Burbank, Luther Memorial (Women of the Church)—Mrs. O. H. Lynn, 1031 
E. Palm Ave., Burbank, Calif, 


Burbank, Luther Memorial (Dorcas)—Mrs. Ruth Crouse, 522 E. Dartmouth, 
Burbank, Calif. 


Culver City, Grace (Ladies of Grace Lutheran)—Mrs. Gladys. Clark, 3252 ‘Fay 
Ave., Los Angeles 34, Calif. 


El Monte, Redeemer—Mrs. E. R. Dickerson, 805 Rockwood Ave., El Monte, Calif. 


Gardena, St. John’s (Women of the Church)—Mrs. A. C. Janssen, 16126 Menlo 
Ave., Gardena, Calif. 


Glendale, First (Women’s Council of Christian Missions)—Mrs. W. E. Harthan, 
461 W. Doran, Glendale, Calif. 


Glendale, First (Business & Professional Women)—Barbara LaBoyteaux, 605 
Hawthorne St., Glendale 4, Calif. 


Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Earle R. An- 
drews, 2127 W. 6th St., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheron (Florence M. Welty Soc.)—Mrs. Guy R. Up- 
linger, 1755 N. New Hampshire Ave., Hollywood 27, Calif. 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Gospel Light)—Mrs. Carl A. Bell, 2844 Grand Ave., 
Huntington Park, Calif. 


Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Go Ye)—Mrs. Henry B. Gaier, 9800 Annetta, South 
Gate, Calif. 


Inglewood, Holy Trinity (Dorcas)—Mrs. Mabel C. Niven, 7815 Crenshaw Blvd., 
Los Angeles 43, Calif. 


Lakewood (Lakewood Ev. (Meeting to Organize Feb. 25, 1948)—Address com. to: 
Violet R. Lange, 5432 Brittain S., Long Beach 8, Calif. 


Long Beach, Faith (W. M. S.)—Mrs. Alice Patrick, 2960 Canal Ave., Long 
Beach 10, Calif. 


Long Beach, Trinity (Women of the Church)—Mrs. C. Nicholson, 5530 Hanbury, 
Long Beach, Calif. 


Los Angeles, Advent (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Henry Riecks, 3754 E. 53rd 
St., Maywood, Calif. 


Los Angeles, Advent (Dorcas)—Miss Ruth Gall, 1238 S. Eldon Ave., Los Angeles 
6, Calif. 


Los Angeles, Advent (Iota Eta Sigma)—Miss Roberta Krause, 2420 Crenshaw 
Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Los Angeles, Bethany (Cosmos)—Mrs. Vern Thomas, 10744 Beak Ave., Downey, 
Calif. 


Los Angeles, Bethany (Bethany W. M. S.)—Mrs. E. N. Egge, 111 E. 77th St, 
Los Angeles 3, Calif. 


Los Angeles, First (Women of the Church - Day Group)—Mrs. Cornelia L. Tay- 
lor, 633 S. Gramercy Pl., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


Los Angeles, First (Women of the Church - Evening Group)—Miss Rose Sierres, 
1281 S. Lucerne St., Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
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Los Angeles, St. Mark's (Women’s Missionary Society)—Mrs. W. E. Lebold, 
843 W. 40th Place, Los Angeles 37, Calif. 


Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Loving Hearts)—Mrs. Lillian Anderson, The Palms 
Apt., 2500 S. Flower, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Los Angeles, St. Paul's (W.M.S. of St. Paul’s)—Mrs. Orville Lyon, 225 N. Sierra 
Vista, Monterey Park, Calif. = 


Los Angeles, St. Paul’s (Yowomis)—Mrs. Glenn Riddle, 756 W. Gleason, 756 
W. Gleason, Monterey Park, Calif. 


Los Angeles, Transfiguration (Women of the Church)—Mrs. J. B. Anthony, 645 
N. Sepulveda Blvd., El Segundo, Calif. 


North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s (Mena Spirer Society)—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 
6616 Irvine Ave., North Hollywood, Calif. 


North Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Faith)—Mrs. Mercil Finley, 13753 Chandler 
Blvd., Van Nuys, Calif. 


Pasadena, Trinity (W. M. S.)—Mrs. A. J. Spindt, 99 N. Roosevelt Ave., Pasa- 
dena 8, Calif. 


Phoenix, Faith (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Don Loviit, R. 2, Box 490A, Phoenix, 
Arizona. 


Phoenix, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Roger Thomas, 2709 E. Lynwood 
Ave., Phoenix, Arizona. 


Pomona, Trinity (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Harold King, 2611 4th St. 
LaVerne, Calif. 


Redlands, First (Women's Missionary Society)—Mrs. Ed. Lagerquist, 618 Alva- 
rado, Redlands, Calif. 


Redlands, First (First Lutheran Women’s Guild)—Mrs. Paul Keck, 908 Church 
St., Redlands, Calif. 


Riverside, Trinity (Women's Missionary Guild)—Mrs. Ned Dripps, 6391 Palm 
Ave., Riverside, Calif. 


Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl Society)—Mrs. Gertrude O'Donnell, 3292 
Prospect Ave., Riverside, Calif. 


San Bernardino, First (Minnie L. Sandidge Soc.)—Mrs. Anne Kimberley, 864 
Campus Way, San Bernardino, Calif. 


San Bernardino, First (Emma Louise Alm Soc.)—Phyllis H. Larson, 1496 Cres- 
cent Ave., San Bernardino, Calif. 


San Diego, First (Women of the Church-Day Group)—Mrs. C. W. Dowling, 
3811 Bancroft St., San Diego 4, Calif. 


San Diego, First (Women of the Church-~ Evening Group)—Lorraine Pfankuch, 
4363 Harvard Ave., La Mesa, Calif. 


San Diego (Ocean Beach), St. Peters-By-The-Sea (Women of the Church)— 
Mrs. Carl A. Nelson, 4617 Adair St., San Diego 7, Calif. 


San Diego (Pacific Beach), Christ Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. W. H. 
North, 3446 Buena Vista St., San Diego 9, Calif. 


Santa Barbara,, Grace (Grace Women of the Church)—Mrs. J. H. Jendresen, 
821 E. Carillo St., Santa Barbara, Calif. ; 


Santa Monica, St. Paul's (Guild & Missionary Soc.)—Mrs. Ryland Dreibellis, 
1042 Second St., Santa Monica, Calif. 


Santa Monica, St. Paul's (Dorcas Society)—Mrs. Wm. R. Reynolds, 591 Bur- 
lingame Ave., Los Angeles 24, Calif. 


Tucson, Ariz., Our Saviour’s (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Arthur L. Hansen, 
1725 Blacklidge Drive., Tucson, Arizona. 


West Whittier, Salem (Women of the Church)—Mrs. K. E. Atkinson, 576 Rose 
Drive, Whittier, Calif. 


Westwood Village, Village Lutheran (Village Lutheran Missionary Guild)— 
Mrs. P. O. Narveson, 709 Burlingame Ave., Los Angeles 24, Calif. 
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MINUTES OF THE 
OF THE 


Fitty-Sixth Annual Convention 
WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


OF THE 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles, California, April 13, 14, 1948 


Theme: “JESUS CHRIST IS LORD” 


April 13, 1948, 9:30 A.M. 


The Holy Communion Service was conducted by Dr. Albert B. Schwertz, 
assisted by The Rev. Frederick Smith. The sermon was delivered by Dr. © 
Schwertz, Pastor of our host church. 


The Fifty-Sixth Annual Convention was formally opened with the service 
conducted by the President, Mrs. P. J. Kramer. 

Department Secretaries and Officers were introduced. 

The Credentials Committee reported 21 Officers and Chairmen, 19 Pastor's 
wives, 110 delegates and 95 visitors, a total of 245. 

The following Convention committees were announced: 

Resolutions—Mrs. W. C. Harthan, Mrs. E. C. Bentz, Mrs. H. Lorrimer. 

Nominations—Mrs. Wm. B. Scheehl, Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Mrs W. M. 
Hanson. 

Claims—Mrs. H. E. Russell, Treasurer. 

A gracious welcome was extended by Mrs. Cornelia Lowe Taylor, President 
of the Los Angeles First Lutheran Women of the Church, who then introduced 
her Board and pages and ushers for the day. 

The following introductions were made: 

Miss Frances Dysinger, National Promotional Secretary of the Women’s 
Missionary Society. 

Mrs. James P. Beasom, National Board Member. 

Mrs. F. P. Reiter, President of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, who 
brought us a report and greetings from the National Executive 
Board. 

Mr. Howard Logan, manager of the United Lutheran Publication House 
in Los Angeles. 

Mrs. C. S. Izenour, Chairman of the California Lutheran Home, brought 
word of the Home and an invitation to Tea Wednesday afternoon. 

Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Promotional Chairman, presented Certificates of Accept- 
ance to the following 12 new Societies: 


Women of the Church, Church of Transfiguration, Los Angeles 
Lutheran Ladies Guild, Honolulu Lutheran Church, Hawaii 
Women of the Church, Christ Lutheran Church, San Diego 
Women’s Guild, First Lutheran Church, Redlands 

Women of the Church, Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Yreka 
Yowomis Society, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Los Angeles 
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Church of Redeemer, El Monte 
Lakewood Evangelical Lutheran Church, Long Beach 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, La Canada 
Scheehl-Kramer Society, St. Michael's, Berkeley 
Dorcas Society, St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Santa Monica 
Dorcas Society, Luther Memorial, Burbank. = 
The Treasurer's Report and the Historian's Report were given by Mrs. 
Russell and Mrs. Reese respectively. 
The offering of $84.10 was received and consecrated by the Rev. Paul 
Romeis. The closing Collect given by Miss Helene Hort. 
Sandwiches, ice cream and coffee were served by the ladies of First 
Church. 


SECOND SESSION 


April 13, 1948, 1:30 P.M. 


The session was opened with the singing of the hymn, “Now Thank We All 
Our God.” 


The worship service and presentation of the Thank Offering thought were 
conducted by Mrs. Henry Scherer, Thank Offering Secretary. A Thank Offering 
of $326.31 was received. 

A message, “Thank Offering Emphasis” was given by Miss Frances 
Dysinger, National Promotional Secretary. 

An address, “Evangelism,” was given by Dr. Royal E. Lesher, Director 
of Evangelism, United Lutheran Church. 

The reports of the Statistician and Archivist were given by Miss Helen 
Hjort and Mrs. Walter Reese respectively. 

A panel on “Inter-Synodical Mission Work” with Miss Frances Dysinger 
as Convenor included Mrs Sagerhammer representing Augustana Synod; Mrs. 
Sorenson, the Evangelical Synod; Mrs. Johnson, the United Evangelical Synod; 
Mrs. Lee Tollefson, the American Synod; and Mrs. Reiter, the United Lutheran 
Synod. 


The session adjourned with the singing of the hymn, ‘Beautiful Saviour.” 


April 13, 1948, 7:00 P.M. 


A banquet was held at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church with Miss Frances 
Dysinger, guest speaker. $1200.00 in gifts was received for the new youth 
camp “Yolijwa.” 

Mrs. J. E. Hoick was presented with a gold cross for her faithful service 
during the past fifty years. 


THIRD SESSION 
April 14, 1948, 9:30 A.M. 


The session opened with a worship service conducted by the children of the 
Christian Day School of First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Los Angeles. 


The President's Report was read. A motion prevailed that the report be 
accepted. 


Mrs. C. S. Izenour, Chairman of the California Lutheran Home Fellowships, 
told us of her duties and work being done at the Home. She introduced Mrs. 
Clarence Crouser, President of the Los Angeles Chapter; Mrs. Kachel, President 
ae San Francisco Chapter and Mrs. Heinecken, President of the Valley 

apter. 


Miss Elizabeth Young of Long Beach has been ointed as Secret 
to Children of the Church. Ps ee 


The secretary read a letter from Rev. Paul Wolpert, secretary of the Cali- 
fornia. Synod, thanking the Women's Missionary Society for their help in the 
organization of new missions in California. 
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The report of the Nomination Committee was presented by Mrs. Scheehl 
as follows: 


President—Mrs. P. J. Kramer 
Vice-President— Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz 
Secretary—Mrs. L. N. Chelson 
Statistician—Miss Helen Hiort 
Historian—Mrs. H. F. Rohrbach 
Archivist—Mrs. Walter Reese 


A motion prevailed that the report be accepted. 


A motion prevailed that nominations be closed and the secretary cast a 
unanimous ballot for the officers as nominated. 


The president outlined her report on claims. A motion prevailed that these 
bills be allowed and also those that might be presented later. 


The Synodical Secretaries Hour, “The New Look,’ was very cleverly pre- 
sented by Mrs. Clarence Crouser. 


The offering of $71.84 was received and consecrated by Pastor Stump. 


A message was given by Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr., President of California 
Synod. 


An impressive Life and In Memoriam Shower was conducted by Mrs. 
Harry W. Hahn, Secetary. 


The session adjourned with the singing of the hymn, “Take My Life and 
Let It Be,’’ and the Missionary benediction. 


FOURTH SESSION 
April 14, 1948, 1:30 P.M. 


The session was opened with the worship service conducted by Mrs. 
E. C. Bentz. 

Report of resolutions committee was read and approved. 

Final registration totaled 369. 

A motion prevailed to accept president’s recommendations as a whole. 

The Northern and Southern Conference reports were presented by Mrs. 
Click and Mrs. Shoreen respectively. 

The following appointments were made: 


Mrs. H. E. Russell, Treasurer. 

Mrs. H. G. Schwegler, Student Work. 
Mrs. W. B. Scheehl, Assist. Publicity. 
Mrs. C. S. Izenour, India Lace. 


The new officers were installed by Mrs. J. E. Hoick. 


With all repeating the Missionary Benediction, the President declared the 
Fifty-Sixth Annual Convention of the Women's Missionary Society of the 
Synod of California adjourned. 


April 14, 1948, 3:00 P.M. 


The Convention officers, delegates and visitors were guests of the "Fellow- 
ship” at the California Lutheran Home. 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 


Members of the Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod of California 


Dear Co-Workers 


We praise and thank God for His mercy, love and many blessings be- 
stowed upon our Synodical Society of California these fifty-seven years of 
history. We are humbly thankful for what has been accomplished during the 
past years by our faithful and devoted women. “Not unto us, O Lord, but unto 
Thy Name be all the gloryl” 
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I submit the records of the achievements of another year’s work in the 
following report. The Synodical has seventy-two societies with a membership 
of 1817, a gain of eleven new groups and 255 new members, We welcome the 
following new groups: Honolulu, Lutheran Guild; it was my privilege to visit 
Honolulu in September; Yreka-Mt. Zion, W. of C.; Burbank, Dorcas; El Monte- 
Redeemer; Los Angeles-St. Paul's, Yowomis; Los Angeles-Transfiguration, W. of 
C.; San Diego-Christ Lutheran, W. of C.; Santa Monica-St. Paul's, Dorcas; 
Lakewood Village, Long Beach, Loyola Village W. of C. 


The pledge of $1200 to the California Lutheran Home for the Aged, $100 
to the Mary J. Drexel Home for Deaconesses, and $300 for the Rocky-Boy 
Mission in Montana was met in full. The Society gifts to the California Home 
for the Aged was $900. The home mission work accomplished through the 
Synodical Special was the following: Loyola Village Church, $500; St. Paul's 
Church, Sacramento, $717.58; Reno, Nevada Mission, $100; and Our Saviour’s 
Church, Tucson, Arizona, $500. 


The department secretaries report nine study circles in North American 
Missions and thirty-one study groups on World Missions with 582 in attendance; 
156 members completed the Reading Course. 


Eighteen societies have a part in the Patron and Scholarship Work; $835 
was given to help workers in India and Liberia; $672 for scholarships in China, 
India, South America and Liberia. One hundred forty-eight Life Members 
were presented totaling $1480 and 14 In Memorians of $270; 69 boxes were sent 
to North American Missions and 607 were sent for relief of human suffering 
through authorized Church agencies. 


We rejoice in the increase of the Thank-Offering which is our Triennial 
Special; $7070.44 was received this year, an increase of $2681. Forty-nine 
Thank-Offering meetings were held by societies. Thirty-three groups held week 
of prayer services. Sixty societies use the program material issued by the 
Educational Division of our General Society; 1240 members subscribe for 
Lutheran Woman's Work, an increase of 429 subscriptions. For all of these 
blessings we thank God for whatever progress we have shown in our Synodical 
work. When there is unity there is growth. 

Mrs. H. E. Russell, our Treasurer, deserves praise for her untiring efforts 
in keeping our financial obligations, handling over $20,000 this past year in 
such splendid efficiency. The Statistician’s work is a huge responsibility. 
Helene Hjort has done splendid work in getting 100% replies from groups. 
Mrs. J. P. Beasom, our National Board representative, deserves praise for the 
promotion work in California. We wish to thank Mrs. Albert Schwertz, Vice- 
President, for the splendid work she did as Program Chairman for the con- 
vention last year and will be chairman again this year, April 13-14. Our 
National President, Mrs. C. W. Baker, will be in California early in September. 


I desire to express my sincere appreciation for the earnest cooperation of 
all officers, department secretaries and officers and show our faith in its on- 


going progress by continuing to promote the work of the Church, keeping the 
lamp of Christianity alight. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. P. J. KRAMER, President 


PRESIDENT’S RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. That we pledge our loyal support to the United Lutheran Church and 
to the Women’s Missionary Society. 
2. That we give thanks to our Heavenly Father for the increasing interest 
in the Women's Missionary Society as has been expressed in a growing 
membership, ten new societies and progress in every department. 


_ 3, That the delegates of this convention make an earnest effort to bring 
inspiration and enthusiasm back to your societies to interest all women in your 
congregations in mission and the whole program of the Church. 


4. Encourage young women, business and professional women to organize 
evening groups in your congregations. 
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5. Stress personal Evangelism in your societies. 

6. Each member contribute $1 a year for Synodical Special and continue 
to send $300 to Rocky Boy Indian Mission from the Synodical Special fund, 
the balance to be used for support of Home Mission work in the California 
Synod and $800 for the Youth camp. 

7. That we encourage young women to prepare for the deaconate, con- 
tributing toward the Deaconess fund in the June quarter. 

8. That we stress the Triennial Emphasis on Thank-Offering the balance 
of the year. Try to make a daily Thank-offering for the blessings bestowed 
upon us. 

9. That the Northern and Southern Conference groups give publicity to the 
visit of our National President, Mrs. C. W. Baker, September 1-2 in Northern 
California and September 7-8 in Southern California. 

10. That the Synodical Convention be held next year when the Synod meets 
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Lutheranism on the West Coast. 

1l. That we pledge ourselves to continue our cooperation in the relief of 
human suffering through authorized Church agencies and pray for enduring 


peace. 
Sincerely, 


MRS. P. J. KRAMER, President 
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-REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
December 15, 1946 to December 15, 1947 


Balance on hand December 15, 1946—-Deaconess Fund...$ nee 


viennialy convention SuTiGe-t rae. c eo eee eee 
Synodical Special pees Se en eae 1,822.06 
Synodicalthee4e. et Ei eee eee 400.94 
$ 2,343.70 
RECEIPTS: 
Assooicte-Memberships: 22. ge ee ee $ 11.00 
Bible Women and Scholarships-......._.-.--.-..----.-- 1,507.50 
Califormicnalenthercintl OMe tea eee oe ee 2,170.33 
Ghristmers= Olferings --tee. sete eel eee ee 367.22 
Congress breve) eo {Unni clare, te ee eee ee eee ee 64.00 
Deaconess fund 
Designated gifts 
Geren Cll irrial ee eee ene ee 
Inelicr Cesc eicr naan so een 2 ee Se ee eee 
Lenten offerings y 
Life Memberships and In Memoriams... 1,750.00 
Thank-Offering (Triennial Emphasis)... 7,070.44 
imennial.Conventione tit) 25 eee wk eee cese ne 149.10 
Speciol VAids jy hs ese Lee Fe A ee ce eek 306.81 
Shijislolelisled wets) o1-1o) (ol numens ee eer ake ware Ni we SSP ak Sas, SOUL 1,093.08 
Synodicclth ee’: bo ieee Be ee ee eee 636.09 
$18,390.33 
$20,734.03 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
To Miss A. Dorothy Drewes, Nat'l Treasurer........... $14,630.28 
Rresidentis (expenses =. at ee ee eee 29.87 
Secretary S-expensesee ty tn seer) ee ee ee 2.50 
RECS URETis eXDetises: 04 see. raat oe ee ee ieee 30.28 
pigtisticlonis:6xpenge.s:.5o os 2 ne ee 11.46 
Printings conventions programcnues. ss 43.77 
Gift to custodian of convention church... 9.00 
SOrsC ew ka te ahs Vices th en eee = a Se NE RNG Om LSS 
Stationery, “Ledger-Treasurer "oe 20.21 


Forms and mailing 
Trectsurer si bond sats te eae cae tia See ee el alee 
Bank-check=book «and astampe ee 
President's Expense to Board meeting 
Storage—California Lutheran Home 
Pledge—California Lutherom Home 
Gifts—California Lutheran Home 
Gift to Mary J. Drexel Home 
Gilt to" Loyolas Villagews sts ean eee eee 
Gift to St. Paul's Church, Sacramento 
Gift to Reno, Nevada Mission... eect eeeeceeeeee F 

Gift to Our Saviour’s Church, Tuscon, Arizona.......... 500.00 


$18,963.29 $18,963.29 
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BALANCE DECEMBER 15, 1947: 


DOCCONessetunG essence reise ty ph. Sew: os $ 114.15 
Triennicliconvention tundc. sce ue sue ee pe eh 3 3.10 
Congresstiravel miund sen sawuu eee ei eae 74 64.00 
Dy nodicdlasmecicgs ec eae BN yen cei Me ae toes 3 197.56 
SY MOCICCIer cone woe es PO ate uh ae 791.93 

$ 1,770.74 $ 1,770.74 


$20,734.03 


MRS. H. E. RUSSELL, Treasurer 
STATISTICIAN’S REPORT FOR 1947 


MEMBERS 
Societies Active Associate 


Northern Conferences 2 te ckrs oh) ee 21 486 Pil 
DoutlernmConterence me Vea ee ee 51 1363 37 
POUR MER ies ee 72 1817 58 

Active 

Societies Members 

Northernuconterences Gains: seo ee a 

Houten GOmlereNniGesGCInsg a Se ie ee 7 223 
Te eee es oe ye 9 255 


In the Northern Conference two new societies have joined the Conference. 
One society is reporting inactive this year so is not counted but another 
Society which did not report and we were unable to find out their status is 
counted this year hence a net gain of two. 


In the Southern Conference, there are actually 8 new societies this year, 
however, one society reported in previous years is inactive this year, hence a 
net gain of 7 societies. 


HELEN HJORT, Statistician 


PATRON & PROTEGE 


Native Workers and Bible Women. .....WWW.0..-------------0--------ne-o-eeee- 14 $ 935.00 
Scholarships and Miscellaneous. 16 672.50 
THOURIATS, kee ee Ree TE capri, NE inert et GE Ee $1507.50 
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ae For Christ ay Conny cee 
_ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION — j 
: mba COLLEGE TRAINS a 


-men and women to love Christ and serve their country, 
with all their heart: -LOYALLY; : 
with all their mind: INTELLIGENTLY; » 
with all their strength: POWERFULLY; Ss 


‘FOR CHRIST 


_ been going forth, and must continue to go forth, a stream 
of intelligent and consecrated young men and young women, 
qualified and determined to serve Christ in all swells of life. 


FOR COUNTRY 
: Th putting Christ sabe the bones and minds of her Aiea 


and ‘the cement of loyal citizenship into American life. 


« 


= =u Fa Pee, For Literature, Write to ieee 
ex oe COLLEGE 
- Fremont, N ebraska 


AS standard, four-year, College. of Liberal ‘Arts and Seieness and 
added departments ° of business, education, Pog journalism and 
: theology. ae - 
shi REV. W. P. HIERONYMUS, Ph. D,. President , 


SEs es - WESTERN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Fremont, Nebraska 


* Official Seminary for Eight Synods 


: “Of the Church, for the Church and by the Church” epitom- 
izes the objectives of Western Theological Seminary. 


_ The primary aim of theological education is to prepare 1 men 
- to serve the Church in the ministry of the gospel and. in other 
fields of activity to which the Church may call them. 


“Western in location, Western Theological Seminary prepares its 
graduates for their actual tasks in the rural and urban parishes 
of the Lutheran Church. However, graduates of Western are also 
serving throughout the world as preachers of the gospel, shepherds 
_of souls, teachers of Christianity, trainers of the laity in works of 
serving love, congregational directors, community servants and loyal 
upholders of the Church. 


The Rey. Thomas D. Rinde, D.D. 
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From our Christian college, including Midland, there has’ 


Midland College is putting the steel of truth and integrity, 


‘a"a"o"a'a'a‘a’a’a'a’a'a'a'a"a’a’s"a’A"A’a’a’a’A’a’a’A'a"a"a’a’A"A"a'a'a"A"A'A2'4?. | 
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. | Evangelical 1 Lutheran 8 Synod ¢ ° 3 Ca 


bite 


3119 W. 6th Strect 
“Eee Angeles S: Calif, S 
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‘Your Every Need 


<= mt The United Tiuthieidin Publicoit' Honea has Speed 
es its Los Angeles Branch to care for all 
_ Your church supply needs 


e Bollsious Books Me 
@ Church School. ‘Supplies | 
ae @ Ecclesiastical Art Ware | 
~@ Visual Aid Equipment — 
@ Paraments and Vestments 
_ @ Pictures, Plaques, Gift Items 
Consult us about your wh aa needs: 
| ~ Church Fumiture . Outside Bulletin Boards 
"Electronic Chimes Christian and U. S. Flags 
Hearing Aids and P. A. Systems ee Equipment _ 
Mail ale: given immediate attention 


In eer block with our 
ek English Lutheran Church 


- United Seeing Publication House 


—-FRirfaxe 5885 
‘ ne W. Sixth au Los Angeles 5, California 
3 HowanD 1. LOGAN, Manager. 


PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 


Fifty-eighth Annual Convention of the 
OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod 


of California 


HELD IN 
ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, MAY 1-5, 1949 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., Pastor 


SYNOD ORGANIZED 1891 


Also Proceedings of the 


Fifty-Seventh Annual Convention 
OF THE 


WOMENS’ MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


Of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 


San Francisco, California. May 1-5, 1949 
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THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D.; The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, The Rev. Carl 
V. Tambert, The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Mr. Carl A. Bell, The Rev. H. Paul 
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The Rev. Charles Smith, Ch.; The Rev. Vlad B. Benko, The Rev. Willis Forsyth 
THE COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 
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THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Chairman; The Rev. Philip Bergstresser, The Rev. 
Eldon R. Miller, The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Mr. Howard Wiseman 
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The Rev. Frederick A. Smith, Th.D., Chairman; The Rev. A. J. Solden, D.D., The 
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Assistant Commissioner 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 
Synodical Chairman—Mr. Howard Logan 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Glen O. Balsley 
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The Rev. F. W. Heinecken, The Rev. Quentin P. Garman, The Rev. Charles A. 
Miley, The Rev. Wm. H. Blough, The Rev. Ross Hidy 
THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
The Rev. F. W. Heinecken, Ch.; The Rev. M. J. Fellner, The Rev. E. Dale Click, 
The Rev. George H. Lovekamp 
DIRECTOR OF THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIPS OF 
THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 
Dorcas Oftedal 
THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
Elizabeth Young, Director 
DIVISION OF CURCH EXTENSION 
The Rev. Edward N. Spirer, Director; Mr. Carl A. Bell, 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 
THE BOARD FOR THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 
1949The Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, D.D., Mr. F. C. Noel, Mr. William Capel 
1950—The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Mr. F. C. Bowman 
1951—The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., The Rev. Edward N. Spirer, The Rev. 
J. Benner Weaver 
Appointive—Mrs. Chas. S. Izenour, Mr. Carl A. Bell, Mr. Henry Foster 
THE BOARD OF THE PACIFIC LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
1950—Mr. Wm. Scheehl 
1952—The Rev. H. C. Lindsey 
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Ex-officio member—The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Mr. L. S. Johnston, Ch.; The Rev. Charles A. Miley, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, 
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THE COMPTROLLER OF SYNOD 
Mr. Wayne Pfundstein 
TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 
THE CHAPLAIN 
The Rev. Thomas J. Daly, Chaplain; The Rev. John P. Stump, Assistant 
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MINUTES 
of the : 
Fifty-Eighth Annual Convention 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 


of California 


The Fifty-eighth Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California united with St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of San Francisco 
in celebrating the 100th anniversary of Lutheranism on the West Coast, with a 
special service on Sunday evening, May 1, 1949. The Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, 
D.D., President of the United Lutheran Church in America, brought an inspiring 
message to the church, “The Seeing God.” 

° The laymen's meeting was held on Monday, May 2nd, with Devotions at 
10:30 A.M., with a message by the Rev. Carl V. Tambert, pastor of First 
Lutheran Church, Glendale, California, on the theme “The Task Set Before Us.” 

Following the devotions, the women of St. Mark's Lutheran Church served 
a luncheon to the laymen, and an afternoon session under the leadership of 
the Rev. James P. Beasom, D.D., President of Synod, and Mr. Leo Johnston, lay 
member of the Executive Committee. The laymen discussed the business of the 
coming convention. 


FIRST SESSION 
San Francisco, California, May 2, 1949, 8:00 P.M. 


The convention was officially opened with a service of Holy Communion in 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church with the following officiants: 

Homilist—The Rev. James P. Beasom, D.D. 

Liturgist—The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 


Administrants—The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 
The Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D. 


SECOND SESSION 
San Francisco, California, May 3, 1949, 9:00 A.M. 


The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, convention Chaplain, led in the opening devo- 
tions based on the theme “Chosen of God." 

The fifty-eighth annual convention was opened by President Beasom using 
the prescribed order. The roll of Synod was called with seventy-one pastors 
and fifty-seven lay delegates present. The committee on Reference and Council 
presented the official program for the convention as contained on page 31 of 
the printed program, and moved that this be considered the official order of 
business of the convention, with the addition that the Memorial Service be 
held on Tuesday afternoon at 4:30 P.M. 

The motion prevailed that the bounds of Synod be considered the first ten 
rows of pews. 

The motion prevailed that the members of the Executive Committee and Dr. 
Fry be given a voice on the floor. 

The president of synod introduced the Rev. H. L. Foss, President of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and Dr. Eastvold, President of Pacific Lutheran 
College, who brought greetings to the convention. 

The Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., President of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, was officially welcomed and brought greetings to the Synod. The 
following new pastors were introduced: 
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The Rev. Vlad P. Benko, The Rev. W. H. Blough, The Rev. Howard A. Len- 
hardt, The Rev. George L. Ulrich, The Rev. Frank Clutz, The Rev. J. Fellner, The 
Rev. Thomas J. Daly, The Rev. J. Wm. Bowman, The Rev. Albert Shandrick, The 
Rev. Robert Wheatley, The Rev. Paul C. Wharton. 


The motion prevailed that these men be given a voice on the floor. 


The president appointed the following convention committees: 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


President's Report 


The Rev. Chas. A. Miley, Chairman; The Rev. Donald W. Endter, The Rev. 
F. W. Heinecken, Mr. Richard Morgan, Mr. George Lohman. 


Claims Committee 


The Rev. Henry Scherer, Chairman; Mr. Carl A. Bell, The Rev. Charles 
Smith, Mr. David Lingle. 


Letters and Papers 


The Rev. John P. Stump, Chairman; The Rev. J. Wm. Bowman, Mr. George 
Pontious, Mr. Eugene Wickstrom. 


Tellers 
The Rev. Donald Wagner, Chairman; The Rev. C. F. Crouser, Mr. Clarence 
Sundean, Esq., Mr. Ralph Oberhansli. 

Publicity 
The Rev. E. Dale Click, Chairman; The Rev. Eldon R. Miller, The Rev. 
Albert Shandrick. 

Convention Reporter to the Lutheran 
The Rev. Frank Clutz 


Chairman of the Laymen’s Meeting 
Mr. Leo Johnston 


Excuses 


The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, Chairman; The Rev. J. Benner Weaver, The Rev. 
Erwin Vosseler, Mr. Howard Wiseman, Mr. Ralph Colclough. 


Assistant to the Secretary 
The Rev. Howard Lenhardt 
The President of Synod presented the following report: 


THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


Mercy unto you and peace and love be multiplied, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


“Beloved, I (am) constrained to write unto you, exhorting you 
to contend earnestly for the FAITH .. .” Jude 3. 


The westward movement of peoples in the middle of the nineteenth 
century brought many a hardy pioneer over the prairies and rugged moun- 
tains of America, across the oceans and around the Horn to California. Many 
of these were driven by the lust of the flesh, for gold had been discovered and 
a paradise had been found. But there were those among the migrants who 
were impelled by a faith in God, and these were not ashamed to band them- 
selves together in congregations and erect edifices to the glory of God. 


As we meet in this fifty-eighth annual convention of the Ev. Lutheran 
Synod of California at historic St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church of San Francisco, 
we unite with this congregation in its centennial celebration, and we remember 
the heroic and sainted dead who brought this church into being and who 
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maintained it in the faith through the century. We extend to the pastor and 
people of St. Mark’s the felicitations of the Synod, its pastors and its laymen, 
on this memorable anniversary. 


It was just five years ago this spring that Synod met in convention at St. 
Mark's, San Francisco. It, too, was a memorable occasion. The delegates 
assembled were moved by the Spirit of God to launch out into the deep in a 
glorious adventure of faith. There was set up an office of a “full-time president 
of Synod.” This move meant real sacrifices on the part of pastors and congrega- 
tions; the apportionment had to be raised considerably. But all appeared to be 
under the compelling influence of the commandment of our Lord to “go.” All 
were tremendously conscious of the vast mission field which was the territory 
and responsibility of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of California. All agreed to meet 
every portion of the obligation. The record of these past five years proves how 
faithful all of the pastors and all of the congregations of Synod have been 
under that obligation. Not one has failed to reach the minimum. Everyone has 
reached at least 100% and some have passed the 200%. 


To this newly formed office, a call was extended to the then Pastor- 
president of Synod. On January 1, 1945, he entered upon his new duties, having 
resigned his pastorate and accepted the decision of Synod as the voice of God. 


Humbly, he returns to historic St. Mark’s Church, at the time of its cen- 
tennial celebration, when the National Lutheran Council bodies are meeting 
together for the first time in the City of San Francisco, to give an accounting 
of his stewardship as the Synod’s first full-time president. 


He would record his indebtedness to the host of God who have assisted 
him; the officers and executive committees of Synod, the chairmen and mem- 
bers of the other committees of Synod, the officers and members of the Synodi- ~ 
cal and Conference Women’s Missionary Societies, the officers and members of 
the Synodical and Conference Luther Leagues, the officers and members of the 
Brotherhoods, as well as all of the other agencies and auxiliaries of the Church. 
Beyond the membership of Synod are those co-laborers of Synod; the officers 
and members of the United Lutheran Church in America, and its Boards and 
Agencies. There are too many of them to list, but it would not be out of place 
to name three of them: the first, president of the ULCA, the Rev. Dr. F. H. 
Knubel; the second president of the ULCA, the Rev. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry; and 
the retiring executive secretary of the B.A.M. ULCA, the Rev. Zenan M. Corbe. 


Our Times: During the five years, we have passed from a war economy to 
a post-war economy and into a period of readjustment. Conditions have been 
unsettled, prices have risen and fallen and the market has been extremely 
unstable. The world has moved from high hopes of peace through minor con- 
flicts into a cold war. The restlessness is found on every hand. Men and women 
are hungry and thirsty after the true peace and hope and life. The Church 
must not hide these glorious gifts of God in Christ Jesus. The work must be 
done and we must feel driven by the Divine compulsion. 

To accomplish this task, we must continue our two-fold program of inten- 
sive and extensive Evangelism. 


Evangelism: The congregations of the National Lutheran Council will unite 
in a joint effort of intensive evangelism during the years of 1949 and 1950. 


Every pastor and every member of every congregation are urged to par- 
ticipate whole heartedly in this over-all evangelism program. The Regional 
direction of this area will come under the supervision of the Department of 
Evangelism of the Board of Social Missions of our United Lutheran Church in 
America. 

The extensive evangelism must continue. We have become committed to a 
program of establishing missions year after year on our territory. We recall 
their names both for history and for inspiration: 

The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, Nevada 
St. James Ev. Lutheran Church of Richmond, California 

St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church of Sacramento, California 

St Andrew's Ev. Lutheran Church of San Mateo, California 
Mt. Zion Ev. Lutheran Church of Yreka, California 

Altadena Ev. Lutheran Church of Altadena, California 
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Luther Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church of Burbank, California 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church of Culver City, Calif. 

The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, El Monte, California 

The Lakewood Ev. Lutheran Church of Long Beach, California 

The Faith Ev. Lutheran Church of Long Beach, California 

The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Transfiguration, Los Angeles, Calif. 

The Faith Ev. Lutheran Church of Phoenix, Arizona 

The Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church of Pomona, California 

The Christ's Ev. Lutheran Church of San Diego, Calif. 

The St. Peter's Ev. Lutheran Church of San Diego, Calif. 

Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church of Tucson, Arizona 

The Salem Ev. Lutheran Church of Whittier, Calif. 

The Ev. Lutheran Church in the Foothills, La Canada, Calif. 

The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Las Vegas, Nevada 

To these must be added the following congregations that have been 

received into Synod: 

The Ev. Lutheran Church of Lihue, Kawai, Territory of Hawaii 

The Ev. Lutheran Church of Honolulu, Oahu, Territory of Hawaii 

The Advent. Ev. Lutheran Church of Los Angeles, California 


Besides the above, must be added the five new missions that will be 
received into membership at this Convention of our Synod: 
The Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church of Manhattan Beach, Calif. 
Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church of Alhambra, California 
The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Epiphany, Ashland, California 
The St. Mark's Ev. Lutheran Church of San Fernando, Calif. 
The Ev. Lutheran Church of Redding, California 


To establish new missions, we do not only need the cooperation and the 
assistance of the Board of American Missions of the ULC in America, but we 
need the prayers, the active cooperation and the financial support of all of the 
pastors and members of our congregations. We are grateful for that which has 
been given to us in the past through the Board of American Missions and 
through our Women’s Missionary Society, both national and Synodical. We 
pray that God will guide these to continue their interest and support. 

Leadership: The Ev. Lutheran Synod of California, to fulfill its obligations 
to the church, will not only need the money but will need the manpower to 
succeed. It will be necessary for this Synod to develop a long range program 
so that there will be a steady stream to supply the fields that are already 
occupied and those that are ‘white unto the harvest.’’ To accomplish this, the 
Synod of California has not only made continual use of the Sunday schools 
and Luther Leagues of our churches, but has set up a program of leadership 
training through our Camp Yolijwa. We are especially grateful to all who 
have made this camp possible. 


Theological Seminary: We shall always be indebted to Midland College 
and Western Lutheran Theological Seminary. Many of our young men and 
women have been trained and prepared for active service there. 


At the last convention of our Synod, a motion was passed to establish a 
theological seminary on our territory. To implement this action, a committee 
composed of the presidents of the two Conferences, along with the president of 
Synod, has met from time to time with the appointed committee of the Pacific 
Synod of ULCA. The result of these conferences will be presented to this con- 
vention in the report of this special committee. 


Califomia Lutheran Home for the Aged: The president of Synod has also 
been the president of the California Lutheran Home for the Aged and for a 
portion of the year, has acted as its superintendent. He would commend this 
institution of the Church to all of its congregations and its members. He would 
express his congratulations and appreciation to those who have served and 
who are serving in staff capacities or as officers or members of the various fel- 
lowship chapters of the California Lutheran Home. He will thank the congrega- 
tions for the fall ingathering and would urge its continuance and expansion 
so that all of our people may share in this institution of our Synod. 


Church Extension Division: One of the most faithful and untiring servants 
of the church is the Rev. Edward N. Spirer. He has not only done valiant 
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service to the Synod and the Church in the building program at the California 
Lutheran Home, the California Lutheran Camp (Yolijwa) and the Lutheran 
Student Center of Los Angeles, but he has directed a many hundred thousand 
dollar enterprise in the building of church edifices to the glory of God. The 
following have been consiructed under this program: 


The Beverly Hills Ev. Lutheran Church, Beverly Hills, Calif. 

The Salem Ev. Lutheran Church, Whittier, Calif. 

The Christ's Ev. Lutheran Church, San Diego, Calif. 

The St. Peter's Ev. Lutheran Church, San Diego, Calif. 

Luther Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church, Burbank, Calif. 
and the following are under construction: 


St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, Vallejo, Calif. 
St. Andrew's Ev. Lutheran Church, San Mateo, Calif. 
The First English Ev. Lutheran Church, San Francisco, Calif. 
The St. Luke’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Huntington Park, Calif. 
: Besides these, several smaller buildings have been erected under the 
direction of the Division of the Extension of the Church. 


About $500,000 of financing has been involved in the programs undertaken 
by the Division of Church Extension. In doing this work, Synod has acquired 
as assets about $2000 worth of building equipment, and has saved the congre- 
gations erecting buildings many thousands of dollars. 

The Division has operated upon a cost plus 10% basis, with no charges to 
the congregations for the services or work of its director. With the funds gained 
by Synod, all of the overhead, insurance, interest, as well as all of the equip- 
ment have been paid. Your president is happy to report that Synod has acquired 
a small surplus. 


Parsonages: Financial assistance, or guidance or both have been given to 
thirty-eight of our congregations in the purchasing or the erection of parson- 
ages, with a combined value of over $400,000. Your president would call atten- 
tion to the need for parsonages for the congregations that do not have them. 
He would urge these to consider this matter carefully and prayerfully. 


Buildings Erected: Besides the buildings erected by our division of church 
extension, other church buildings have been erected and properties purchased 
in excess of $400,000, while repairs or additions to present buildings account 
for a sum in excess of $100,000. The total amount involved in the erection of 
church buildings both with and without the use of the division, with the value 
of the parsonages and properties, as well as the repairs will bring a sum 
reaching nearly $1,500,000.00. 

During this period, the assets of Synod have increased in the purchase of 
a property for the Home for the Aged which is valued in excess of $150,000, 
and has acquired the government lease on a camp valued in excess to Synod 
of over $25,000. 


The National Lutheran Council Bodies: It has been a tremendous joy for 
your president to cooperate with the bodies of the N.L.C. represented on our 
territory in Home Missions, Welfare, Student Work and in Camping. Each of 
these deserves the support of our congregations. 

This convention of Synod brings us into contact with the various pastors 
and delegates of these bodies, likewise meeting in conventions in San Fran- 
cisco. We shall listen to the leaders bring us addersses and messages. We will 
discuss our common problems. It is the prayer of your president that this con- 
vention will be one of the factors which may assist American Lutherans to 
merge into a truly united church in America. Let us pray that God may bless 
all of the deliberation of all of the conventions that the Lord may have 
His way. 

The U.L.C.A.: We are honored to have at our convention the President of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, the Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., LL.D. 
He has played a very vital part in assisting both the Lutherans of America and 
of the World to come together into the Lutheran World Federation. He is play- 
ing an important role in the World Council of Churches. We pray that God may 
continue to strengthen him for his arduous tasks. 

We will listen attentively while the President of our Church brings to us 
the report of the whole church, its program, its plans, its needs. 
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Although most of the congregations are rising up to their stewardship 
responsibilities, nevertheless, your president would encourage all of our 
congregations to. an ever greater effort in the development of benevolent 
giving. He would urge a full use of the stewardship aids that giving may be 
intelligent, scripturally inspired and generous. He would ask all of the 
pastors to assist their congregations to understand the meaning and use of 
the word apportionment, so that there will arise a compélling demand from the 
laity to fulfill the commands of our blessed Lord in an ever increasing effort, 
through larger and larger benevolent giving. He would request that there be 
given emphasis to tithing that a greater appreciation may be enjoyed by our 
members in Christ. He would request that pastors ask their church councils to 
consider the fifty-fifty budget of giving: fifty percent for current expenses and 
fifty percent for benevolence. 

We will not be unmindful of our responsibilities toward our unfortunate 
brethren in the neglected areas of the world. We will rise up once more to 
fulfill and overscribe our goals for L.W.A. We will cooperate in the gathering 
of clothing for relief. And we will assist in the resettlement program of dis- 
placed persons through our National Lutheran Council. 


The Lutheran Publication House: Our Los Angeles store of the United 
Lutheran Publication House has become a very valuable asset to our synod, as 
well as all of Lutheranism on the west coast. The sales have more than doubled 
that which was the estimate at the time that it was being estabilshed. 


The Lutheran: Our Church paper should be in every home of every mem- 
ber. Synod will be asked at this convention to consider a plan for the distribu- 
tion of the Lutheran to make possible the above goal. 


Our Pastors: Our pastors are a consecrated group of Christians who have 
offered their lives unto the Lord, who have prepared themselves for the gospel 
ministry and who have been approved by the church and ordained. They 
deserve all of the assistance that can be given to them. No one can pay them 
what they are worth. All that the congregations can do is to make it possible 
for them to carry out the promises they made to their Lord and His Church 
when they were ordained. It is, therefore, essential that their usefulness be not 
impaired for lack of the means to do their work. 

It is the desire of the president of Synod that the church councils of all of 
our congregations annually restudy the pastor’s compensations, so that there 
will never be any cause for concern on his part for the cares of this life that 
he may give himself to his spiritual ministry. 

Pastors are lonely individuals within the congregation. They often feel that 
they carry all of the responsibilities of the congregation. Your president would 
urge the lay delegates of this convention to serve as delegates from synod to 
their congregations to carry to the laity the necessity for them to take an ever 
increasing part in the activities of their churches, to carry additional loads for 
Christ and to discover ways and means to strengthen and encourage the 
ministry of their pastors. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


Your president would place before this convention the three-fold program 
of the United Lutheran Church in America and urge each congregation to plan 
to carry out effectively each objective: 

I. EVANGELISM Il. STEWARDSHIP i) “GHEY: 

These will be explained in detail through other reports. 

Conclusion: Very humbly your president concludes this report, knowing 
that he has not been able to express adequately that which has been done 
and ought to be brought to the attention of the Church, nor has he been able 
to give the plans and programs of the whole Church their rightful and deserved 
emphasis or relate the personal acts of the president. He only asks that those 
who may listen or who may read may be moved by God to understand the 
spirit in which the report has been written and submitted. He leaves it wholly 
in the Lord’s hands. 


Grateful unto God and His Church for the privilege which has been his 
to serve, he 


Respectfully submits this report, 
JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, JR., President 
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Official Acts and Statistics of the President of Synod: 


RESIGNATIONS: 


April 7, 1948, The Rev. Donald E. Wagner, Faith, Long Beach 

May 1, 1948, The Rev. Donald W. Endter, Faith, Phoenix 

May 1, 1948, The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz, Grace, Culver City ° 
June 1, 1948, The Rev, George H. Lovekamp, Asst. Pastor, Grace, Phoenix 
June 1, 1948, The Rev. H. G. Schwegler, St. Michael's, Berkeley 


August 1, 1948, The Rev. Gerold B. Strickler, Asst. Pastor, St. Matthew's, 
North Hollywood ; 


August 31, 1948, The Rev. J. S. Herold, D.D., St. Paul's, Sanger 
September 30, 1948, The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser, St. Paul's, Los Angeles 
November 7, 1948, The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter, Hollywood, Los Angeles 


December 2, 1948, The Rev. Donald W. Endter, Asst. Pastor, First, Los 
Angeles 


CALLS ACCEPTED: 


April 4, 1948, The Rev. Donald W. Endter, Asst. Pastor, First, Los Angeles 
April 11, 1948, The Rev. Paul C. Wharton, Faith, Long Beach 

May 1, 1948, The Rev. John Fellner, Asst. Pastor, First, Glendale 

May 1, 1948, The Rev. J. William Bowman, Trinity, Pomona 


May 23, 1948, The Rev. Albert Shandrick, Asst. Pastor, St. Mark’s, San. 
Francisco 


May 23, 1948, The Rev. Frank Clutz, Faith, Phoenix 

September 20, 1948, The Rev. George Lovekamp, St. Paul's, Sanger 
October 17, 1948, The Rev. Donald W. Endter, St. Paul's, Los Angeles 
December 31, 1948, The Rev. Howard A. Lenhardt, Altadena, Altadena 
December 31, 1948, The Rev. Kenneth E. Linton, Mt. Zion, Yreka 
December 31, 1948, The Rev. Thomas J. Daly, Reformation, Las Vegas 
December 31, 1948, The Rev. John P. Stump, Foothills, La Canada 


INSTALLATIONS: 


Jonuary 4, 1948, The Rev. Dwight L. Miley, First, San Francisco 

January 11, 1948, The Rev. Franklin A. Swanson, Transfiguration, Los 
Angeles 

January 18, 1948, The Rev. Harold J. Lorimer, Grace, Alhambra 

January 18, 1948, The Rev. Willis J. Forsyth, Redeemer, E] Monte 

February 1, 1948, The Rev. George Lovekamp, Asst. Pastor, Grace, Phoenix 

February 29, 1948, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, Trinity, Pasadena 

February 29, 1948, The Rev. David E. Robison, Salem, Whittier 

March 7, 1948, The Rev. Frederick H. Bartelt, St. James, Richmond 

March 28, 1948, The Rev. Quentin P. Garman, Christ, San Diego 

April 4, 1948, The Rev. L. A. Failing, Luther Memorial, Burbank 

April 18, 1948, The Rev. Donald E. Wagner, First, Oakland 

May 2, 1948, The Rev. Donald W. Endter, Asst. Pastor, First, Los Angeles 

June 2, 1948, The Rev. J. William Bowman, Trinity, Pomona 

June 20, 1948, The Rev. Frank H. Clutz, Faith, Phoenix 

July 11, 1948, The Rev. Paul C. Wharton, Faith, Long Beach 

July 18, 1948, The Rev. Albert Shandrick, Asst. Pastor, St. Mark’s, San 
Francisco 

July 25, 1948, The Rev. William C. Blough, Grace, Culver City 

November 7, 1948, The Rev. George Lovekamp, St. Paul's, Sanger 
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DISMISSALS 
June 1, 1948, The Rev. H. G. Schwegler, The Iowa Synod 


ORDINATIONS: 


February 1, 1948, The Rev. George Lovekamp at the Grace Lutheran Church, 
Phoenix, Arizona 

May 16, 1948, The Rev. J. William Bowman at the First Lutheran Church, 
Glendale, California 


July 18, 1948, The Rev. Albert Shandrick at the St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 
San Francisco, California 


ORGANIZATION OF CONGREGATIONS: 


January 25, 1948, The Ev. Lutheran Church in the Foothills, La Canada 
October 31, 1948, The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Las Vegas 


DEDICATIONS: (Church Buildings) 


April 18, 1948, The St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Sacramento 

May 16, 1948, Salem United Ev. Lutheran Church, Whittier 

June 20, 1948, Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Tucson 

September 26, 1948, The Holy Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Inglewood 
November 21, 1948, The Beverly Hills Lutheran Church, Los Angeles 
November 21, 1948, The St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Church, San Diego 
November 25, 1948, The Christ Ev. Lutheran Church, San Diego 


JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, JR. 


The motion prevailed that the report be referred to the Committee on the 
President's report. 


Mr. Carl Bell presented the report of the Treasurer: 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
GENERAL FUND 
Statement of Benevolences Received, Benevolences 
Distributed and Expenses 
Year Ended December 31, 1948 


Benevolences undistributed Jan. 1, 1948.00.00 $ 9,289.62 
RECEIPTS: 
General apportionment from Churches.................. $ 90,391.32 
Lutheran eWorld) Actions 2 9s ye 28,884.01 
Other designated benevolences. wo e-eeeeeeneeeeeee 5,617.95 124,893.28 - 
Totaly Benevolences; Received. 2a $134,182.90, 
Benevolences Paid Outside of Synod 
United Lutheran Church in America... $ 57,562.00 
ihutheraneWorldwAction fo ty eh ene: A 29,217.97 
MidlandinGollegess. ese ee yr ae 8,377.76 
Western Theological Seminary......................__ 1,800.00 
News MissionrReserve. 2 22 600.00 
SYoutheGamp Reserves. 82 8 Se 3,188.00 
Reserved for U.L.C.A. delegates... 600.00 
Boararor American Missions= =. = Se = -+17200;00 
Other designated benevolences..._.. a5 [oHopslO All 
Total Benevolences’ distributed. 2) ee ee $109,095.94 
Benevolences metained ins synods. 0 oe 25,086.96 
(Qnere Sha velepeny Ste <M ie tea SES ek Be eel MSC Sey Ae ce Ramee eel A eco 200.00 
TORCH Mla Core eee ae re urns Sarees eee See ee Pee ct ee ene $ 25,286.96 
EXPENSES: 
BC vas see resident te se es ee $ 5,500.00 
Expenses of the office of President... 3,000.00 
Pensione pian contributions: 240.00 
CUO a = SCChOlCl Vin et eee ee eS adele 
NrciV GUS KDSTISG use eee en a es ears ee eee oe 100.00 
Witilitios t= olhicw sis se te enn eee eee ey ee a 600.00 
Other Svynodical sadness 725.00 
Delegates travel expense — Synod....._..-....-----... 1,143.97 
Knubel Miller Lectures — Travel..._.._..---------..- 544.75 
Synod Convention expense... 2... ue 207.94 
Printing of Synodical Convention Minutes............- 905.70 
ULL.C-A. Delegates expense. 600.00 
Golden State Lutheran publication costs-.........-.—-.. 757.32 
STOIC GH SU OIG teem ate erate ee ocean 566.30 
Executive committee expenses ue = 811.62 
©ihers committee expenses... 309.41 
Ministerial Education contributions..-__....--.-.----.----- 1,212.50 
Youth Camp Committee expense............----—------—-—- 342.13 
Supply Pastors at Yosemite & Sequoia Nat. Parks... 125.00 
Groantiornomes Missions: cee 1,000.00 
(BN Coa ghin Co} 9 (opens) (ah eel Wo f=\0 Reereens i aoa epee asin eae 1,400.00 
Js(olefethbot foc gh pos 9 (cL: ie eerie soe OSE eps Open a a 475.00 
Hawaii Travel ‘allowances... 500.00 
@ther, Synodical expenses. =. = 478.52 
Wie pyesl C2BA oye pa (eh Be be tse fare re ee ea SRO artes APRA eu ek Lo Ra $ 24,190.31 
INIESa? TAR oPO RANEY asp cp Sch roe eee ee hee IAL LE BEE a re pe or _$ 1,096.65 
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The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
GENERAL FUND—BALANCE SHEET 
December 31, 1948 


ASSETS 
Cash ? 

Demand deposit). tie. 2 ee ee .. $21,096.61 
Notes and Accounts Receivable 

IN fob Yotay Sys(oCiatdotol eta a eeu acme LEE Se $ 300.00 

Trustideea note recelviable ss. en ee es 23 445:30 3,745.33 


Due from Other Funds 
Synodical Mission Fund 


Account receivable........._ === _-$ 56.79 
SOC en NE ee $ 1,000.00 1,056.79 
Lutherans Camps be 4 Sa ee 2,809.51 
Ghurchpbxtens ion bine. =n ee ees 1,483.82 
Lamphedr Program, advances...) 3 es 43.66 5,393.78 
Deposits =.= ree ee eee eee 8 57.26 
$30,292.98 
LIABILITIES 
Accounts Pores 
Paryroll taxes. ceca ee a ee 
Pension plan... Ries a Meet eat hy ate ee ee = ISIS 
Income taxes agithheldns: te ee ee ues 69.90 
siretvie lL GX DEN SC wert eS ee OG 342.35 
Due Other Funds 
Home for the Aged... Re Se a kee rts Se VAN aa] 
Division of Church Extension... pe eee ee ee ee OO OL OS 
Synodical Mission Fund... Riis SR Se ee ee OOD G 6,642.11 
Benevolences Undistributed 
Benevolences undistributed per schedule... ee eee 13,106.10 
Trust Fund 
MathildaJensenj Trustee ee ee Oe eo 
Surplus 
Balance atiDecember oly) USAC as ease cee ees renee tk eae 1,681.23 
$30,292.98 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
GENERAL FUND 
Statement of Surplus 
Year ended December 31, 1948 
Balance’ —Jonuary. 1, 1048. ee ee ee Oey ear 
Net Income forthe “year 1948-0. ee ee oes 


8,765.7. 
Charges to Surplus Account ee 


Allocation of Surplus for 1947 
Board of American Missions_._.......$ 1,200.00 


Midland College... ie eee SO NOG 
California Lutheran. Camp__. Rela eZ OOUTOG 
UL.C:A. Delegates ans 600.00 $ 6,430.00 


Burbank Review Printers paid in 


accordance with 1947 Synod Minutes... 488.75 
Auditor’s adjustment of 1947 undistributed 
apporiionment receipts.) ss .e ee we a! eel Ooai/, 
LotclchargesstOMsurplust ss neee Vem we 7,084.52 
Balance:— December S$], lO48 ewe ee te es $ 1,681.23 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
SYNODICAL MISSION FUND 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1948 


ASSETS 
Cash 

GMAT CAG DOS eret tetera Ce a ek Creer eet ele ee $ 835.59 
Accounts receivable 

Mochsureceivicile see ee ee ee ee $ 300.00 

DUSMTrOMYS VIMO sas year nate an ede uae Nay 2 250.00 550.00 


Due from Churches 
NoOlesmreCcelVGp lose tra) Wcnteen ee 903.09 
Due from churches in connection 
with financing parsonages and 
churches per separate schedule. EEF OGGL00 8,436.59 


$ 9,822.18 


LIABILITIES 
NO View Geers TCT RATA Cle eee ee ere ee en ee ee $ 1,056.79 
Surplus 
BalancerateDecemberiol O48 ee er eS ee 8,765.39 
$ 9,822.18 
The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
SYNODICAL MISSION FUND 
Statement of Income and Expense 
Year ended December 31, 1948 
INCOME 
General apportionment from churches... $ 3,127.54 
Designated benevolences 29) eee 1,345.00 
VSGHUST HESS pee Nes tt ai Sa Bea ee et ta Fe 10.84 
PGCE IT) COTI eres ce eer ee rm ies sce pee AY 1 $ 4,483.38 
EXPENSES 
SITU VS es aah ee Te ees eto 8 1279-40 
Grerate pctr Clm chdt tester te ene me eee tan ce 1,367.79 
OerReKDEMS CG yn are ee cent 12.00 
“Rey aN eo a SIG ee ei Sl OR pe eA enya ded OT 2,659.19 
Metin li CONG crete ete ree ce ae A ee hh Se ee $ 1,824.19 
Statement of Surplus 
Year ended December 31, 1948 
PS ctlermy CG) CCT Van pam GAO terre eects $ 6,941.20 
INGE ebpWofepaaKey Goh ea est xen gts ae aN nk se argh as apn en SUN 1,824.19 
ISCHCRICERD CCE THO GTRO nl OS Ga ceeretae eed ae ete a ec ameses wae $ 8,765.39 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1948 


ASSETS 
Current Assets 

Gashiinw berks). vo2 05 eee ee ee ee $10,000.00 

Petty. cosh sip oe 25 ie oe ee ee _. 1,500.00 

Due from General } Sn Dg fo Dbnedas ace AORN et omnes erly Re ea 3,978.55 $15,478.55 
Construction Work in Process 

Beverly Hills Lutheran Church—Beverly Hills__...... 2,597.36 

Luther Memorial Church—Burbank......W.......-.-—--. = oes On 

First’ Church—Glendale:..< 2 3 2 Se 38.62 

St, Luke:s—Huntington.-Park=- 2-2 ee 8,542.34 

First -Church——LosAngelés:. 3 = .- 1,431.44 

St.Peter'ss=oan Diego. Sa ee es EPOOLT 2 

Christis-—raeltics= Beach = 2206 ee 1,618.41 

First Church—San-Francisco. ee “8 98.95 

Sto-Andrew.s=—oGn Mateo. ee 110.87 

StagPaul\s=-Viallejoste= 22 a ee ee _ 95,766.21 21,439.93 
OTHER ASSETS 

EO DOSUS See en aa ea ae ene Se OO, 

Automotive “equipment... Bees eee Aen ED POG 

Construction equipment.. a ea ee a ee Ey eo 

Matericistinventory 230 Ss eee wee RST 4" 3,762.44 

$40,680.92 

LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities 

LOGS SDOYV Gb] esse wale ee he Be ed ee ee 33,000.00 

Accrued Workmen's Compensation Insurance_._._.__. 342.64 

Accrued: payroll Naxesss. ee ee ee eee 150.53 

Income tax:swithheldi i) ah ee eS eee 28-70) 33,701.87 
Due General Pindic.\ ipe en runt rece ens Or aa ae it RA 1,483.82 
Surplus 

Balemce at;December oli 948i is a 5,495.23 

$40,680.92 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


Statement of Income and Expense 


Year ended December 31, 1948 


Income 
Church Extension Boosts te Martone Ree Wire Ln bes ee 7,918.40 
NuUssely Fray job... s.r er ere tee ry eee ies ee et 698.28 
Equipment rental............ 2G ne tle Siete Base 2.50 


Assistotice: from. B.uA.M. oo) a ee ee RO 


Total Income! cs.1 ieee ie a ee 


Expenses 
Salaries — ar esa ace pecan ae ee Oe OE IL) 
Salaries — Office... SEN arte ea ANU) NSS Sea a 113.00 
Automexpensess-oer irs ee ee se 226100 


TCE Vie] cas erect La te ee 2 as | re 203°79 
Postage ...... 
Telephone ................. 


ler ba rok NO A Len 5a Mad 9 a pe SEIT 15.81 
2 ype bate ngl /ittal wll. 6 Son UN oui Reels Seale Bled Sal eae BeeWl toys oO ese HL 16.76 
Supplies and tools 159.14 
Accountants fees. 2 x 2 250.00 
Insurance premiums....... 241.35 
PORCUIMOR DON GOs ce nares. er re i ear Be eco 5,123.95 
IN ENO MER eS) ca ySa ea exten At gH Nr Se A RN haa TON PL RLS eal a URI $ 5,895.23 


Statement of Surplus 
Year ended December 31, 1948 


Balance——Deticitianurcmny. lol OGG cnc tet re eee $ 400.00 
INetincoms foriine: Veorsn= ter cgt 2 se Siena ee te oe ene 5,895.23 
Balance—Surplus’ December 3), 1948)... eee $ 5,495.23 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
LUTHERAN CAMP 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1948 


ASSETS 
Current Assets 

Pett yan cis timate. reer see eRe ay hay oe ae ee Re ._$ 200.00 

Amount due from Camp Director 2. .22- tee 99.26 $ 299.26 
Property and Equipment 

heasencnaneqduipment— = ween ee ee ee 2,538.20 

Furnishings and equipment. | 985.61 

CGomprimprovements. coe ee es 4,097 60 8,071.51 
YASS AR CRTT CO UCL OOS Ui ee eee ee as ag a a epee eres eee rea ee 40.90 

$ 8,411.67 

LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities 

INStestDcycblenr seo. te men eln ele eee ee ee _._.$ 3,000.00 

DuerGeneraiebund ~ oo] en ee 2809.51 5,809.51 
Camp Yolijwa Improvement Fund Savings... --..-------------------- 85.53 
Surplus 

RBeleiniee civDecember Gla LO Oe ee eee ee  cueasatnanctntee erent 2,516.63 


$ 8,411.67 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
LUTHERAN CAMP 
Statement of Income and Expense 


Year ended December 31, 1948 
Income 


From churches... -------------nen-—n nen nee nner $ 1,159.90 
Allocation of Synod’s 1947 Surplus..._.-..-_-----—- 2,500.00 
Women’s Missionary Society........-------——------—-——_—- 1,200.00 
From Youth Camp Reserve......--.-.--—-—-—-------—---——- 688.00 


Total EARLE CES EN AER TPT neste onan Aeon eres BE VBL 
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Expenses 
Repairs and Maintenancess. =.= es $ 504.75 
Gas: service: 2 ee ea ee “ 275.38 


FOO 5 ie a 82 ne ee ee EL OO 
Operertiricy it 3 a eg oe ee OOOO 


Taxes concent ener eee cenennnennennenennnemennenenenens | 97.27 
SUPEIVISION ne a ree ee oe OZ OIG) 
Avitomexpenser tt 350 Ae ee ee ees 583.34 
Stationery and ‘supplies By de eee a ASAP CL SWIG UNA I L  ca 87.29 
Shave) ota Yor: Weimer ae eee niin tac rs Ate ables bier e tee Te Ste ea 217.76 
TotaluExpense:.05 5 Sl eae ee ee 3,045.00 
Incomelother than! Camp operctiion asses $ 2,502.90 
Camp Operation Income 
Store sales; books and pictures... = S:367077 
Mec S52 nian ane Sewer ween te eee eae 40.00 
BUS oot estes ces 8 See Es ee ee 150.00 
IaNS{ (FSI Seog hsp ot eyed an Meme enn oalltoes Wat Sitch ae dees JT UTS tes Vy NS 2,266.37 
2,824.14 
Camp Expenditures 
Jee DReXPenses nate ts eee ees $ 71.00 
Camping’ membership... -_. = 50.00 
SUpplesmet sass 2 ike Pe ee eae 47.00 
POULCTIOS Jose 5A oie RR eae 223.00 
BOOK Sipe ct nirene: staves wee malty ce regen Gta ua 80.00 
Kitchen’ expenses...) a2 eee 1,318.00 
Gratis Sinan anc (eee 35.00 
plore, expense! 2.0. 2 ee eee 29.00 
Photogrenpinys cee ee 192.00 
Refundsi Se ae ree et ly 54.00 
Camping equipment. Es A Abc aaa) teh se eee OUP OU 
Miscellaneous eke Se ee ee ee RICA 
Total Camping Operation expenses_.______. 2,810.41 
Net"Camping “Income. ee ee eee 13.73 


Neto income:t.c Sen ere 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 


THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME FOR THE AGED 


Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1948 


ASSETS 
Current Assets 
pombe in: Berrie tag 00 oN all 8 A cat a $ 17,380.26 
Polty Cashin. ap ee Ak Na 125.00 
Due-from “Synod. 2 5 ve et rs eae 2,413.56 
Totel, current -qsselga sano hee ee es ee 
Notes Receivable 
Division of Church Extension... Mees bie desl 
Stocks and Bonds...) i207 bisa vioears Renee ee amie 
Fixed Assets 
E72 os Cee memento fo 33,500.00 
Biildings se. 88 75:272:50 
Less Teserve ‘for Depr... pt Wate ig 2773.17 72,499.33 
Furnishings and fixtures... $ 18,240.25 
Less reserve for Depr........___ 2,636.85 - 15,603.40 


-$ 2,516.63 


$ 19,918.82 
13,000.00 


_ 100.00 


121,602.73 


Cottages in Process... WAGE 1 Sh GOR Tow ce MO 12,023.84 
Less deposits on cottages. =! 10,500.00 


Other assets 


Food invemteryes. on) eres Oe ge 325.00 
Depescie a te ee SS een 183.22 
LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities 
Compensation insurance payable Beek. Wee $ 307.18 
Income tax padist ot) [e Li pn ntaldt Rane Mae oe haar er 193:10 


Accrued SCUcinie samen iia eae phat 7 i oh, Worst! tay Bass 50.00 


‘ sotal weurrent’ liabilities. we On, 
Notes payable 


Edward and Charlotte Schrickle...... 2,627.80 

Pnivancedepoulten. . \ Seige e Guertin rh. . 8,895.82 
Surplus 

Polencesot December! Ol 1O16< 02": pad BO pelos. ay © bale 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 


THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME FOR THE AGED 


Statement of Income and Expense 
Year ended December 31, 1948 


Income 
RECEID IS eITO Mes CCC ee as ela ee $15,025.20 
General Apportionment from Synod. . 3,500.00 
BIS Ct ese 2 CoCOKIA © Nees ws tartar etl n Re ees de 
Expenses 
Salaries CmdG wages. = sn ee eS ee — 8,377.80 


SSS LE ee Bas, See NS hte aC be HRY) 


Diilities "= 2527 sure 
Meintencnce cond urepdita ss er ee eee 1839/02 


DichoOneDyacnauprint ings. =e ee 98.72 
ALTE ULT CLIT CO eres nme MOR ee me eee 645.03 
TACENSES grmere mee er ee oe ee re ee eee 2.00 
COUnT Yate See sre ee ae 1 T4070 
OO pete eros ete See ONL ee ee OE eu 4,589.97 
SUDO Le ee ee) eee ee we eee oh EBS 
ligfenrall ere Shien ee a ae ee Se ee eee 443.40 
INGCOMNTINGREXPENSe se ee ee 600.00 
Salary ol pbusiness managers. 2s ee 600.00 
PROS ele (a sed si Sa ae hn a le A Ree iene a 71.74 
RECTUIT GUY ee eee ee SE een an Se 425.11 
Medicoies tip pies nies eon mee ee oe 408.00 
JB BIS) MOS Sey ake Res 9 As Ot ee ate Rs ee ES 69.60 
ULOME SEU SE ee eeee tere ere eee ee a 7.66 


INCCOUNTCIIT SEC Semmens ee ee 250:00 
ETSCO CITT CIEL ee ce ee 96.53 


BRC ECCS UI NOT) SC ge es 


@perating lossubetore depreciation. en 8 
PROVISION EHOMCE DIS CICIIOI 2 rete ee 


SLAs SO PR VM 


INGE ODSIClING mL OSS.2. rte 


1,523.84 


908.22 


$156,653.6) 


.§8 — $90.28 


30,800.00 


11,523.62 


113,779.71 
$156,653.61 


----$18,525.20 


.- 2,143.51 
-. 3,329.48 


Other Income 


Gifts from churchds) 2 ee eee ee 2,670.41 
Appropriated receipts... -.--.-------s---- 6,177.50 
NY Ch eahel a bo tte cet le eit h et ee Seibert saab eee a OSS. Ts yet a 134.80 
Miscellaneolis sc: te ee es 1,399.56 
Total other income... eee ences 10,382.27 
WD GAUCt IMOTO St OTs 1 OCKTIS eee c ect a cca asa eaeeee E2875 
9,113.52 
Insurance Settlement on Fire Damages 
Amt. recd. from insurance claims.......... $16,689.34 
Deductecost-o! tepaits! =e 11,747.68 4,941.66 
Net amount of-other-income..2 se ee eee ee 14,055.18 
NetzIncome for ‘the. year:/.2 22a _§ 8,582.19 


AUDITOR'S REPORT 


Mr. Wayne Pfundstein, appointed Auditor by the Executive Committee of 
Synod, presented the following report: 
April 27, 1949 
The Executive Committee 
The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
3119 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles, California 


I have examined the balance sheets of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California and the California Lutheran Home for the Aged, and the statement 
of income and expense and surplus for the year ended December 31, 1948. 


I have reviewed the system of internal control and the accounting pro- 
cedures of the Synod, and without making a detailed audit of the transactions, 
have examined or tested the accounting records of the Synod and other sup- 
porting evidence by methods and to the extent deemed appropriate. My exami- 
nation was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
applicable in the circumstances and included all procedures which were con- 
sidered necessary. 


It is my opinion that the accompanying balance sheet and related state- 
ments of income and expense present fairly the financial position of The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California and the California Lutheran Home 
for the Aged at December 31, 1948, and the results of their operations for the 
year in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 


WAYNE PFUNDSTEIN, Public Accountant 
WP/meg 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. John E. Hoick presented the following report? 
REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 


_ The Archives of Synod repose in a steel filing cabinet in the President's 
office under the vigilant eye of his secretary. The Synodical minutes have been 


kept up to date, and with the other official documents are being carefully 
preserved. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN EDWARD HOICK 


The report was adopted. 
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The Rev. John E. Hoick presented the Historian's report: 
THE HISTORIAN’S REPORT 


The year 1949 will be memorable not only because of the Centennial cele- 
bration of the coming of the Argonauts, and the inauguration of Lutheran 
Church work in California, but also for the publication of a Centennial History 
of Religious Life in this State. Dr. A. T. DeGroot, the Dean of Chapman College 
is taking the initiative in the preparation of this History. Funds for its publica- 
tion have been assigned by the College. Dr. DeGroot is a man of ability and 
experience, having supervised the preparation of a similar Centennial volume 
marking the 100 years of Statehood of Iowa in 1946. : 

Denominational histories for this volume are to be prepared by representa- 
tives of the different church groups. For the Lutherans, the Rev. C. W. Berner 
will write the history of the Missouri Synod. The Rev. George H. Muedeking will 
assemble the material for the four bodies embraced in the American Lutheran 
Conference. On the recommendation of the President of Synod, your Historian 
has been requested to record the events connected with the United Lutheran 
Church in California. 

The publication of this Centennial History will be early in 1950, and its 
comprehensive presentation of the inauguration, development, and present 
status of the religious activities in our State, together with charts, statistical 
tables, and pictures will be awaited with much interest. 


RESOLVED: That the action of the Synodical President be approved. 


JOHN EDWARD HOICK 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Howard Anspach presented the following report: 
THE REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


“So when the corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this. mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory.’ I Cor. 15:54. 

The Rev. Sylvanus Homer Yerian, D.D. 


Dr. Sylvanus Homer Yerian, 76 year old retired Lutheran Pastor and former 
president of the Nebraska Synod, died in Los Angeles, California, August 7th. 

Born in Roann, Indiana, in 1872, Dr. Yerian was graduated from Witten- 
berg College in 1896 and from Hamma Divinity School in 1899. His Alma Mater 
honored him with the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1924. Pastorates in which 
he served included: St. Luke’s Church, Youngstown, Ohio; St. Andrew's Church, 
Chicago, Illinois; Forreston, Illinois; St. Luke’s Church, Omaha, Nebraska; Fifth 
Church, Springfield; and St. John’s, Gardena, California. He retired in 1936 and 
served as supply pastor for several West Coast parishes until 1942. 

While at St. Luke’s Church, Omaha, Dr. Yerian was president of the 
Nebraska Synod. He represented the Nebraska Synod at the organization of 
ULCA in New York. He was an instrumental factor in the relocation of Midland 
College from Atchison, Kansas, to Fremont, Nebraska. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Wilhelmine Yerian, one daughter and a son. 

Funeral services were conducted in Los Angeles August 9th by the Rev. 
J. Benner Weaver, assisted by Dr. J. George Dorn, Dr. Herbert J. Weaver and 
Dr. Henry Irving Kohler. Burial was in Roann, Indiana. 


The Rev. John A. M. Zeigler, D.D. 

The Rev. John A. M. Zeigler, D.D., retired Lutheran Pastor of the California 
Synod, died October 25th in Huntington Park, Calif. He was 93. 

Born in Pennsylvania, Dr. Zeigler received his education at the Missionary 
Institute, Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania, was graduated from Wittenberg College 
and Hamma Divinity School in 1874. He served parishes in Louisville, Ky.; 
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Cincinnati Ohio; Nevada, Iowa; Belen, New Mexico; Kansas City, Mo.; San 
Bernardino, Long Beach, Huntington Park and Gardena, California. For a time, 
Dr. Zeigler served in the promotion of the proposed home for the aged, raising 
funds, with which a site was purchased in Sierra Madre, proceeds from the sale 
of which were applied on the purchase of the home in Alhambra. 


The funeral service was conducted October 28th in Trinity Church, Long 
Beach, by the Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp. Burial was in Whittier, Calif. 


The Rev. Adolf Jatho 


After 62 years in the Gospel Ministry, the Rev. Adolf Jatho entered into 
life at the age of 85 years at his home in Oakland, California on March 
22, 1949. 


Born August 24, 1863, he received his training for the ministry in Ger- 
many and in a theological seminary in Chicago. Pastorates in which he served 
included: A German congregation in Nebraska, St. John’s Church in Sacra- 
mento, St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Oakland, St. Andrew's Ger- 
man Lutheran Church of San Francisco, and after the merger of this congrega- 
tion with St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church of San Francisco, he served as 
assistant pastor until the time of his retirement in the early thirties. 


In 1900 he married the widow of Mr. C. C. Nordhausen of Oakland, and 
became a true father to her four children. In addition he had three children of 
his own. He was preceded in death in 1947 by his faithful and devoted wife. 
He is survived by his three children: Mr. Theodore Jatho, Miss Ruth Jatho of 
Oakland and Mrs. Dorothy Cassidy of Los Angeles; also by his step children: 
Mr. Carl C. Nordhausen and Mr. Fred Nordhausen of Oakland, and Mrs. Olga 
Griffing of Albany, California. 


Pastor Jatho was a profound student of the Word of God and frequently 
presented papers on doctrine at the meetings of the Northern Conference. A 
true pietist, his quiet selfless spirit gave him a personality which endeared him 
to all with whom he came into intimate contact. 


Funeral service were held in St. Michael's Lutheran Church, Berkeley, on 
March 24th, 1949. The Rev. E. A. Trabert delivered the sermon on II Timothy 
4:7, 8. Interment was in Mt. View Mausoleum, with the Rev. Herman Lucas of 
St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, San Francisco, officiating in German. 


Mrs. Mary E. Maggart 


Mrs. Mary E. Maggart, the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Charles W. Miller, 
was born in Dayton, Ohio, August 26, 1865. Following her graduation from 
Otterbein College, Westerville, Ohio, in 1885, she assisted in organizing the 
collegiate Y.W.C.A. of Ohio. She was married to the Rev. Charles W. Maggart 
by her father on May 26th, 1887. 


Mrs. Maggart was a zealous missionary worker, and assisted in organizing 
missionary societies in many congregations. She served as President of the 
Indiana, Kansas and California Synodical Societies at various times, and 


assisted her husband in organizing the first Young People’s Memorial Lutheran 
Church in the U.L.C.A. in San Diego, California. 


She attended nearly all of the General Conventions of the Women’s Mis- 


sionary Society and was usually on the program. A gifted and forceful speaker, 
she was much in demand. 


She entered the “Life Abundant” on January 27th, 1948 as a result of a 
heart attack, and was laid to rest in Forest Lawn Memorial Park on January 


30th. May God comfort and sustain her life-long and devoted husband who 
survives her. 


Mrs. Martha Waite Himes 


Martha Waite Himes, widow of the Rev. Samuel T. Himes, Ph.D., died 
February 6th at Santa Clara, California. She was in her 80th year. Surviving 
her are two children, Donald of Eureka, California, and Barbara, now Mrs. 
Schuyler W. Hunt. For many years, Mrs. Himes was active in church work in 
the east before going to California to work with Pastor Himes in establishing 
Grace Church, Richmond. She served as the first president of the Lutheran 
Woman's League of Pittsburgh, and as national thankoffering secretary in the 
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former General Synod. She was for many years on the Board of Inner Missions 
in Pittsburgh. 

The funeral service was conducted by her pastor, Dr. J. George Dorn, pastor 
of St. Mark’s Church, San Francisco. Interment took place at Reynoldsville, 
Pennsylvania. 

“Servant of God, well done! 

Rest from thy loved employ; 

The battle fought, the victory won, 
Enter thy Master's joy.” 


Kenneth E. Linton 
Kenneth E. Linton, II, baby son of Pastor and Mrs. Linton, passed away on 
January 2, 1948, at the age of two years. 
The Rev. E. S. Hanson of Medford, Oregon, officiated at services in Yreka. 
Graveside services were held in Urbana, Ohio, The Rev. E. E. Flack, Dean 
of Hamma Divinity Seminary, Springfield, Ohio officiating. 
“No, not cold beneath the grasses, 
Not close-walled within the tomb; 
Rather, in our Father’s mansion, 
Living in another room.” 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Henry Scherer presented the following report: 
STATE OF THE CHURCH 


The year 1948 was another one rich with the blessing of God upon us, as 
our recorded gains testify. 

With a national goal of 10% annual increase in communing membership, 
Synod gained 861 or 6.85%. Of 59 churches reporting in 1947, 22 have gained 
10% or more (* indicates that communing gain equals confirmed gain): *Alta- 
dena, *Burbank, *Culver City, *Honolulu, Inglewood, Lihue, Long Beach, 
Trinity; *Pasadena, *Phoenix, Faith; *Pomona, *Richmond, Grace; *Richmond, 
St. James; Sacramento, St. John’s; Sacramento, St. Paul's; *San Bernardino, San 
Diego, Christ; San Diego, St. Peter’s; *San Francisco, First English; San Mateo, 
Santa Barbara, Tucson, Whittier. 

SIX CONGREGATIONS not reaching 10% communing gains, still had a 
communing gain equal to the confirmed increase: Glendale, Lakewood, Los 
Angeles, Advent Los Angeles, Transfiguration; Phoenix, Grace; Santa Monica. 

Growth in many of our congregations has still been so large that 20 
churches gaining in communing membership lost in comparative standing in 
Synod. After all, our gains were 1265. It was the large loss of 404 that hurt our 
synodical record. 

The ten top churches in membership gains list 6 newcomers for the com- 
municant bracket, 7 in confirmed, and 6 baptized. 

Giving is sharply up. Every church paid 100% apportionment, for the 
fifth consecutive year; and all but 5 met the 200% goal. 

With more young people crowding the schools than ever, our youth figures 
except for Sunday School, all show decreases. This needs prompt attention. 

Ten churches climb into the next higher hundred in communing member- 
ship: Los Angeles, First English, from 600 to 700; Sacramento, St. John’s, from 
500 to 600; Richmond, Grace, from 400 to 500. Going from 100 to 200, we find 
Phoenix, Faith and Tucson. Reaching 100 are Culver City; San Diego, Christ, 
San Mateo; Whittier; with Altadena coming back past the 100 mark again. 

Confirmed membership records show Sacramento, St. John’s passing 750; 
Huntington Park and North Hollywood reaching 500; and Honolulu, Phoenix, 
Faith; Riverside, and Tucson climbing to 250. 

Baptized rolls reveal Richmond, Grace as attaining 1000; Pasadena, 750; 
Inglewood, 500; Culver City, Oakland, St. John’s; San Diego, Christ all coming 
past 250. 
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The larger a church grows, the more difficult it is to maintain percentage 
standings. This makes the more remarkable the fact that three of our ten largest 
congregations in communing membership, were also in the top ten in every 
chart but one (per capita giving in each case) compiled by the statistician. 
These congregations are: Glendale, Richmond, Grace; and Sacramento, St. 
John's. Most of our ten largest congregations have also set commendable 
records. Note for instance, the very high percentage. of confirmed members 
reported as communing by Grace Church in Phoenix. ' 


But the largest orchids go to Tucson and Inglewood. Tucson shows the 
largest communing gain in Synod, is second on baptized and third on con- 
firmed gains, robs Santa Monica of the position of largest debt in Synod, paid 
out $20,403, shows 86.67% confirmed members communing, and BUILT A NEW 
CHURCH. 

Inglewood also dedicated a new church building, has 87.50% confirmed 
members communing, topped the synod in both dollars paid out and expendi- 
tures per capita, gained 71 communicants to go to llth place in standing in 
Synod, was fifth in baptized and confirmed increases. 


Honolulu and San Francisco, Temple are to be congratulated on becoming 
debt free. 


GROWTH OF OUR COMMUNING MEMBERSHIP 


California Synod, Ten Largest Californid Synod, Ten Largest 
Congregations December 31, 194] Congregations December 31, 1948 
[Holly WooGet=.22 ot aoe 907 IGlendale, 22 oa) ae 981 
2rGlendaler<c.. ee ees 400 2. Phoenix, Grace. 2 740 
3.. Phoenix, Grace... 365 3. Hollywood a= oe 702 
4. Sacramento, St. John’s_._...... 286 4. Los Angeles, First English... 700 
5. Los Angeles, First English... 270 5S. Sacramento, St. John’s............ 625 
Gm Pasadend atest eene eee 262 6.. Richmond, Grace... 510 
7. Long Beach, Trinity... 246 7. hong =Beach) trinity are 484 
8. Huntington Park... 236 8. San Francisco, St. Mark’s...... 400 
OeAlhcunbrer yet ee ee 212 9 Pasadena wan ee ee 390 
10. San Francisco, St. Mark's... 204 10. North Hollywood... 385 

SORCH (paces sant ene BN a 2,988 gifoh tod apekaeiby rai WE ELI) $,917 

38 congregations total 5,650 61 congregations total 13,436 


NOTE: That in 1948 the top ten churches were larger than the whole 
Synod in 194]. 


HOW WELL DO WE HOLD OUR MEMBERS? 


Rank 
in 
Synod 1948 1948 1945-1948 
year : adult gain in 4 year gain 
gains Congregation accessions communicants communicants 
n/soBerkele yy co et wus ee ere 44 loss 8 13 
Do. PRESNO; First. © cutie tye eee Oates 32 13 20 
tie 54. Fresno, St. Paul's... een LS none 15 
60. Fresno, Wartburg... 9 none 1 
pte ORO Ss aes 52 4) 185 (3 yr.) 
therod Lihue s.r ieie se uae oe 19 4 15 (3 yr.) 
4) Oakland). Firstsc-c ee ean 55 loss 41 46 
48. Oakland, St. John’s... 15 loss 10 28 
Pane cietentseenee ie 19 5 80 (2 yr.) 
3. Hichmond, Grace.2e 179 95 
40. Richmond, St. James... 8 6 48 (3 yr.) 
35. Sacramento, First... 42 3 
9. Sacramento, St.Johns..... 109 62 257 
tie 30. Sacramento, St. Paul's... 22 17 68 


in 
Synod 
4 your 1948 1948 1945- 
gains Congregation Sane ee c ante iy yess gain 
56. San Francisco, First....... 8 Sr ede ta ee 
tie 37. San Francisco, St. Neirb aussie. 93 ; : ue 
oe us aloe St. Matthew’s.__ 14 Aer 3 
. San Francisco, Te ‘ 
; AQ[ Sangera. some. oe 5 Ree tS < : i 
Piet CS hein eect wide cower we nay as e 
SG We irae.) ad Lae kk Wirt S 55 ene es 
DOM te ie fe fae Masecgl ek 41 = s 
Mica kae ee 2h eh ee 13 sare ce 
: OVW Atreniite ek ete ad 4] ayy ee (2qe) 
fie RAIMGEnG oe eee 32 sane ue 
tac igs 29 v : 
oBishan weeded... aren mont 21 anes : 
iGCulrerCiy Gu. ae 48 a HORE Ge 
Oete Cl Monte. ee 15 a Se 
Nee Gaene 31 aa eh 
Paieutdie oe A 15] 
@ olitbods ee woes 123 a ee 
33. Huntington Park. 45 oe da: ey 
8. Inglewood. Ree 103 oe 
OR AE iat 105 ad Fe 
Se iLakewood 4 23 < ee 
a0) Tas Veoas Neve. 92 = ire 
22. Long Beach, ey ee te 32 : pee 
7. Long Beach, Trinity... 139 : : 
11. Los Angeles, Rdvent ts)” 81 1 ine 
61. Los Angeles, Bethany... 34 loss 1 37 
2 tos Angeles, First... 167 = s ane 
tie 50. Los Angeles, St. Mane te ] a 3 
‘ 45. Los Angeles, St. Pate 21 ia 6 e 
tie 30. Los Angeles, Transfiguration....... 35 6 38 
Meo llwteod. st 95 loss 2 la 
roca Ar ci Ooh eg eas a 48 oe 70 ; 
Pre ee 52 21 
12° Phoenix, Ariz, Grace... 193 ae 
aoe ongd ei i ee 15 Se - 
Me UeRediends to ees 12 : ee 
7 Wiese ee 52 wees: 3 
16. San Bernardino... reece OF 26 196 
14, San Diego, Christ. =. 66 46 a 
Hedi San Disco First 68 5 mee 
34. San Diego, St. Peter's... 47 20 33 
97. Sania Baiberd iG 30 18 oe 
13. Santa Magick snail. tes 88 14 14 
YE ean a le 131 105 073 
Dy Weed eu ae 31 2 Oe 
DOW et eta ss ka 47 37 107 3 
EF ESTE CENTS OTS VAMOG see s ooseeaaesemseneceeterad 5,723 cee 
COMMUNICANT MEMBERSHIP OF AVERAGE CONGREGATION 
Year ULCA % Communing Tate Sal % Commun. nog rook. 
1941 204 67.41% 2 148 57.45% 2 
1942 205 67.11%, 1 154 58.179, 6 
1943 207 66.76% 2 173 58.37%, 19 
1944 211 66.919, 4 188 60.35%, 15 
1945 215 67.06%, 4 195 62.597, 7 
1946 224 68.26%, 9 207 65.91%, 12 
1947 225 68.01% 1 213 70.87%, 6 
1948 220 68.92%, 7 


COMMUNICANT MEMBERSHIP IN CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


Churches with membership of 


Year 100-199 200-299 300 and up Largest Congregation 
1893 8 none none San Francisco, First Eng. 260 
1898 S 1 none Los Angeles, First Eng. 215 
1903 3 3 none San Francisco, First Eng. 278 
1908 2 none 2 Los Angeles, First Eng. 361 
1913 5 none 3 Los Angeles, First Eng. 400 
1918 7 3 M Los Angeles, First Eng. 484 
1923 10 2 2 Los Angeles, First Eng. 667 
1928 12 6 1 Fresno, St. Paul's 377 
1933 13 3 ] Hollywood 336 
1938 10 7 ] Hollywood 380 
1943 13 8 5 Glendale 518 
1948 18 9 15 Glendale 981 
Number of Confirmed Percentage of Confirmed 
Year Members not Communing Members not Communing 
1948 5,913 31.08% 
1947 5,219 29.337, 
1946 5,574 34.09% 
1945 5,373 37.50%, 
1944 5,067 39.65% 
1943 4,445 40.31% 
1942 4212 41.83%, 
194] 4,159 42.55%, 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Henry Scherer presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


The Parochial Report Sheets posted at this Convention of Synod are a 
part of the report, and will be submitted to the Secretary of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, with the individual report sheet of each congregation. 

God has richly blessed our labors for another year, as the parochial reports 
so well show. To Him alone we give the praise. 

Since it is so much more difficult for larger congregations to assemble all 
their figures, we are this year “pinning roses’’ on two groups of prompt pastors, 
the first three reports given by those of churches under 300 communicants, and 
the first three of larger churches. 

Some figures show a drop under 1947: 


Child taccessionis sats weenie cee ee ee 46 
Adult accession ss. swale tacmetce Scent iemee Pene Rens 105 
Weekday teachers 16, pupils... 5 
Catechumie ms: Lee yet ee ee i ee to $ 
students in Lutheran: colleges. 6 
Viouthigrowps: 2 mein bors ee ie ence ane eree ee 63 
Unapportioned benevolence WW $ 18,819 
But mostly there were healthy increases: 
Baptized. membership grew 2785 or 19.88% to reach 28,131 
Confirmed membership grew 1555 or 8.74% to reach 19,349 
Communing membership grew 861 or 6.85% to reach 13,436 
Stnday School scholarcst sce) eee ene rene 419 
Members of Men's Societies. 4) 
Members of Women’s Societies... 218 
Members of Mixed Groups... 425 
Property: iV clive t4 i ct ee eee Ree $879,777 
Indebtedness) gre wal but sme ae ce en $223,217 
Congregational expenditures... 159,690 
Apportioned Benevolence... 41,670 
Total “expenditures We ae 182,541 


May God make us better stewards of His grace in 1949. 
Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY SCHERER, Statistician 
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CALIFORNIA SYNOD GROWTH 


Commun. ’ i ( i 

Year Member. Pau: % ee Appormt ce 
1948 13,436 861 6.85 I 
1947 12,575 1800 16.80 18 : Hee 14 
1946 10,775 1785 19.86 ge GS) 48,168 15 
1945 8,990 1277 16.53 19 38,812 15 
1944 TAINS 113] 17.03 20 30,709 15 
1943 6,982 725 12.38 -2) 23,408 18 
1942 5,857 242 4.32 22 17,500 19 
194] 9,615 363 6.93 YER 14,389 19 

No. of Rank i “Se i 
Year Churches ULCA Pupils ace. pnd: LCA: 
1948 61 8346 $3,803,306 $941,696 
1947 59 16 TTOw 2,923,529 799,159 10 
1946 By 17 6480 2,188,774 590,050 13 
1945 46 18 » osteo) 1,595,186 441 561 13 
1944 4] 19 4983 1,334,598 355,087 13 
1943 38 PA 4407 1,231,039 276,332 16 
1942 38 21 4025 VAAL 235,587 16 
194] 38 21 4613 1,175,131 195,575 17 


The report was adopted. 


The motion was made that recommendation #5 of the Report of the 
Executive Committee be adopted, to-wit: “That Synod elect a full-time Presi- 
dent and extend to him a term of five years.” The motion was made and- 
seconded that this be amended by the insertion of the following: “That the 
question concerning the word ‘call’ be referred to the Committee on the 
Constitution.” 

The amendment was carried. 

The motion as amended was carried. 

The Tellers reported the results of the election for the office of President. 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., was elected on the first ballot. 

The motion prevailed that Synod give him a unanimous vote of support. 

The motion prevailed that ballots for the election of the other members of 


the Executive Committee be mimeographed. 


THIRD SESSION 
San Francisco, California, May 3, 1949, 2:00 P.M. 


The third session was opened with devotions led by the Chaplain. The 
Rev. P. O. Bersell, D.D., President of the Augustana Lutheran Church in 
America, spoke on the hope for ultimate Lutheran unity. 

The report of the committee on Reference and Council was adopted. 

Vice President Albert B. Schwertz officially informed Dr. Beasom of his 
election to a new five-year term of office as President of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of California. 

The motion prevailed that the secretary of Synod be instructed to write a 
letter expressing Synod’s gratitude to Mr. Roy Crouch of Los Angeles for the 
historical graph which he prepared for Synod. 

The motion prevailed that instead of reading the minutes of the previous 
session, the secretary of Synod be instructed to arrange for the distribution of 
mimeographed copies before the opening of each session. 


The following report was presented: 
CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 


Response to the establishing of Children of the Church units in organized 
churches of the California Synod has been slow. Since the present secretary 
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has been endeavoring to contact interested members of each church, there has 
been a possible eight replies, and these somewhat lackadaisacal. However, 
Trinity Church of Long Beach, and Lakewood Mission have established active 
groups. There may be several more who have sent their registrations direct to 
Philadelphia. 

Circular letters to each congregation have been mailed at regular intervals 
except for summer months. These letters have endeavored to set forth the 
purpose of Children of the Church, and have tried to arouse interest by 
explanatory remarks. The present series of letters are outlining the studies as 
presented in the Parish and Church School Board Children of the Church pro- 
gram setup for weekly sessions for two year periods, and encompassing units 
for Beginners, Primary and Junior groups. 

There has been no financial report made to the secretary recently, but 
returns are far below the 1947 figure on an over-all picture. Since the Children 
of the Church is an established part of the Lutheran Church, it should be 
supported. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ELIZABETH YOUNG 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. E. A. Trabert presented the following report: 
REPORT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 


Upon two occasions during the past year, passes were secured for 
members of the Executive and Mission Committees of the Synod of California 
from the Southern Pacific Company. Application has also been made for passes 
for the meeting in February, 1949, and for attendance of the Seminary Com- 
mittee at a meeting to be held in Portland, Oregon. It is requested that the 
Secretary of the Synod communicate the thanks of this body to the Southern 
Pacific Company. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EARNEST A. TRABERT, 


Transportation Commissioner 
L. A. FAILING 


Dr. Beasom thanked Dr. Trabert on behalf of the Synod for the excellent 
services he has rendered to the Church. 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Charles P. Smith presented the following report: 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 


During 1948 your committee has consulted with a number of pastors and 
church musicians, advised on the purchase of organs, and otherwise served 
on call in the interests of music in the churches. A special communication sent 
to all the pastors called attention to projected changes in the Common Service 
which were presented to the convention of the United Lutheran Church, and 
also suggested observance of the Watts bi-centenary celebration. 

At present, your committee is working on plans to bring the professor of 
Church Music¢ of Mt. Airy Seminary to our synod during the summer to con- 
duct choir clinics both in the north and the south. At the time of writing this 
report, no definite commitment has been secured, but we trust that if the plans 
materialize they will have the cooperation of all pastors and church musicians. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES P. SMITH 
JOHN B. NIELD 


WILLIS FORSYTHE 
The report was adopted. 
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The Rev. Orval Awerkamp presented the following report: 
PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL BOARD 


Much could be reported on the activities and achievements of the Parish 
and Church School Board and its work effected within our Synod. The Board 
has been busy in every way to provide the best for the United Lutheran 
Church in Sunday School Work. The Christian Growth Series is now available 
for beginners, primary, juniors, intermediates and seniors. This continues as a 
cooperative effort of the American Lutheran Church, Augustana Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of North America and the United Lutheran Chutch in America. 


The Augsburg Teacher for Young People and Adults celebrates a 75th 
anniversary this year. 


More and more leaders are finding the Parish School magazine an indis- 
pensable tool for their educational work. Improved format and content make 
the magazine more attractive and useful in all phases of parish life. 


The Boards special program within‘our synod took the form of an enlist- 
ment campaign in October. The program included a visitation on those not now 
listed in the Sunday School. It also included an evaluation meeting at which 
time the various Sunday Schools took cognizance of their own weaknesses 
with the purpose of correction in mind. In most cases the schools reported good 
success. Some reported as much as one new pupil for every call. 


In May of this year, just after the meeting of Synod, another venture will 
be sponsored by the board along the line of leadership training. Its chief pur- 
pose will be to train and inspire for leadership to care for those gained from 
this years enlistment program, as well as to adequately care for the increase 
of the years that follow. The entire field staff and major resources of the 
Board will be at work helping the church to enlist and develop new leaders. 
Special materials will appear to augment the work. 

In 1949, the Children of the Church observes its 10th anniversary. During 
the pdst decade, it has grown from 1,300 to 1,600°church groups. Gifts of the 
children have gone beyond the suggested minimum annual goals as follows: 
The annual budget has been raised from an original amount of $12,000 to 
$15,000; gifts from the children have increased from $12,000 to $19,000. All the 
while each Board of the church has been a recipient of the children’s gifts. 
At the same time each child has grown in knowledge of the greater work of 
the church at home and abroad. 

The secretary of the Children of the Church of our own Synod is not only 
alive but most active. She has sent out mail and literature, offered personal 
help to encourage the work of Children but with no response to speak of. 
Receipts for this year are some thirty dollars less than that of last. We, there- 
fore, wish to recommend that since the Synod does have a capable secretary 
for this department, that each pastor avai! himself of this offered help. Hopeful 
for a most fruitful year to come. 

Respectfully, 
ORVAL AWERKAMP, Secretary 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Donald W. Endter presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 


One of the responsibilities of the Committee on Publications is to inform 
the members of Synod of the services of The United Lutheran Publication 
House and of its newest publications. Therefore, we submit the following to 
you as information with the hope that it will enable our publication house to 
serve you better. ' 

1. The Los Angeles store is now a depository for the Foreign Mission 
Board’s movies and slides. There are a number of sets of slides on the 
various fields of the Church and a fewer number of movies which can 
be rented. Two of the pictures which are outstanding are: “My Name 
Is Han” and “Beyond Our Own.” 
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2. The Los Angeles store does not make large shipments of the Sunday 
School materials such as the Christian Growth and Augsburg materials. 
Orders should be sent to Philadelphia. Only small quantities and 
emergency needs can be filled by the Los Angeles branch. 


3. It is to the advantage of the pastors and congregations to send all 
orders for merchandise (not SS literature) to the Los Angeles branch. 
If the Los Angeles branch does not have the items requested, your 
order is air-mailed to either Chicago or Philadelphia, which takes just 
one or two days from Los Angeles. You are encouraged to support our 
west-coast store which is giving excellent service. 


4. The Los Angeles store does no bookkeeping. If you have any questions 
concerning your statements or invoices, these should be directed to the 
Philadelphia office. 


5. The ULPH has only 3 exceptions to its NO DISCOUNT rule. Pastors are 
allowed 10% discount on books purchased for their own use. Pastors 
and congregations are allowed 10% discount on any Common Service 
Book purchased. Pastors, churches, and Sunday Schools are allowed 
20%, discount on most Bibles. 


6. The ULPH published a number of outstanding books during 1948. Among 
them was the new CHRISTIAN YOUTH HYMNAL which seems to be 
filling a need in the church. More congregations are encouraged to 
begin using this hymnal in Sunday School and in youth groups. Another 
outstanding publication which was a Religious Book Club selection is 
Dr. T. A. Kantonen's THE RESURGENCE OF THE GOSPEL. The other 
publications of the year are: 

LUTHER AND MUSIC by Nettl 

WHAT ABOUT SCANDINAVIA by Rasmussen 

THE FAITH OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH by Aulen 

LET GOD BE GOD by Watson (American edition) 
REINTERPRETATION OF LUTHER by Carlson (our imprint) 
MARTIN LUTHER'S CHRISTMAS BOOK by Bainton (our imprint) 

Any suggestions you can give your Committee on Publications concerning 

the following will help the ULPH serve you better. 


1. Are there any forms, manuals, guide-books, or literature which the 
ULPH does not have now and which you need. What are they? 

2. Do you have any suggestions for the improvement or revision of litera- 
ture and materials already offered by the ULPH? Exactly what are they? 

3 Do you have the ability and are you interested in writing for publica- 
tion or do you know anyone in our Synod who gives promise of literary 
ability? Our Church needs more capable writers. 


4. Do you have any further suggestions for the ULPH which may enable 
our publication house to serve the Church better? 


Respectfully submitted, 


DON W. ENDTER, Chairman 
The report was adopted. 


Mr. Howard Logan, Manager of the Los Angeles Branch of the United 
Lutheran Publication House, was presented to the convention. 


Mr. Howard Logan presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
LOS ANGELES BRANCH 


_ Perhaps the outstanding work of our Publication Board during the time 

since we met at San Diego has been the number of new books published on 

Luther and his theology. There have been a number of books of this type carry- 

ing the Muhlenberg imprint which have been outstanding. Among them, 

ere ante ee Say ee ee which was a Religious Book 
selection. ers which you shou ave in your libr are FAIT 

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH by Aulen, LET GOD BE GOD by Watson, 
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REINTERPRETATION OF LUTHER, by Carlson. Others will be coming along too. 
New books by Prof. Nygren, President of the Lutheran World Federation and 
Elson Ruff, Editor of the Lutheran are in the offing. 

The Los Angeles branch and its manager appreciate the very encouraging 
manner in which you have supported the store. Our business is growing and 
we are hoping to make spendid gains over the first full year of business. We 
are increasing our services constantly and enlarging our stock steadily. We 
are trying to eliminate many of the kinks from the expanding business. 

We would call attention especially to LIGHT FOR THE DAY, THE BULLETIN 
SERVICE and ULCA STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE OFFERING ENVELOPES which 
we are able to offer. 

Respectfully submitted, 


HOWARD L. LOGAN 


The motion prevailed that the Secretary of Synod be instructed to write a 
letter to the Manager of the United Lutheran Publication House, expressing 
our appreciation for the excellent service rendered by Mr. Howard Logan as 
Manager of the Los Angeles Branch. 


The motion prevailed that the Head Teller be ordered to read the names 
of the incumbent members of the Executive Committee of Synod. 


Mr. Howard L. Logan presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 


Some synods are inaugurating plans to place The Lutheran in every home - 
and it will be interesting to see the results. The ULCA has felt this matter 
important enough to coniribute a sum of money to promote the circulation of 
The Lutheran. Everyone is high in their praise of The Lutheran, but few do 
anything about promoting it in their congregations. Increasing subscriptions 
would be a good and worthy project for the Luther Leagues of our congre- 
gations. Certainly the paper is deserving of our support. 

It would seem like a wise investment for each congregation to have the 
full membership of the Church Council reading The Lutheran. This in itself 
would give a big boost to the circulation of about 50,000. It is well known that 
one of our sister churches with about the same membership as the ULCA has 
about 300,000 circulation for its magazine. 

If we want to really do something about The Lutheran, then we should 
give it to one of our organizations to promote in our congregations. The pastor 
can hardly do it, although his frequent reference to it in the announcements 
and sermons will stimulate much interest in the paper. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HOWARD L. LOGAN Synodical Chairman 


The Rev. Glen O. Balsley presented the following report: 
REPORT ON “THE LUTHERAN”’—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


The weekly periodical of our Church, “THE LUTHERAN,” continues to keep 
the Church informed. with religious news coverage on the local, national, and 
international scenes in a most excellent, interesting and commendable manner. 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That a committee be appointed to study methods of increasing circula- 
tion of "THE LUTHERAN,” the same committee to adopt the most practical and 
acceptable plan for the promotion of wider distribution of the magazine into 
the homes of our membership. Said promotional effort is to be conducted in 
the autumn of 1949 and expenses involved are to be borne by Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 


GLEN O. BALSLEY 


The motion prevailed that action on these reports be deferred until the 
consideration of the Supplemental Report of the Executive Committee. 
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The Rev. Frederick A. Smith presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE.COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 


During the year, counsel was given the pastor of St. Mark's congregation, 
San Francisco, while that organization was working on a complete revision of 
their constitution. 1 

All active pastors of Synod have been addressed concerning the action 
at last meeting of Synod giving definition of a communing member, asking 
them to incorporate such action in their by-laws and to report such action to 
either this committee or to the office of the President of Synod. To date, six 
replies have been received advising of such provision now being a matter of 
record. We ask all other pastors to send such notices as soon as action is 
taken by their congregations. 


The Constitution and By-Laws of the following Churches have been 
examined and found acceptable: 


The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Las Vegas, Nevada 
Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Manhattan Beach, California 

Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Alhambra, California 

St. Mark's Ev. Lutheran Church, San Fernando, California 

The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Epiphany, Hayward, California 
St. James’ Ev. Lutheran Church, Redding, California 


We recommend that these congregations be received into membership in 
Synod upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee. 


The first reading of a constitutional amendment, describing Synodical 
boundaries, was passed at the 57th Annual Meeting in San Diego. It is 
recorded on page 29 of the 1948 Minutes. 

We recommend the final adoption of this Constitutional Amendment 
Article I, Section 3A, Paragraph 2, by striking out the words “or contiguous to 
the natural boundaries of Synod” and in their place substituting the words, 
“the States of California, Arizona, Nevada, and the Territory of Hawaii.” 

In accord with action at the 57th Annual Meeting, recorded in the last 
three paragraphs of page 29 of the 1948 Minutes from San Diego: We recom- 
mend the addition of By-Law, Section VI, Paragraph 5 to read “all congrega- 
tions received into the Synod shall have, or take immediate steps to include, 
in their by-laws, the definition of a communing member as one who has 
communed at least once during the year.” 

Respectfully submitted, 


FREDERICK A. SMITH, Th.D., Chairman 
The report was adopted. 


Dr. Frederick A. Smith read the following proposed amendments to the 
Constitution of Synod: 


Whereas a greater continuity of executive leadership is both desirable 
and necessary to the best administrative structure and for the protection of the 
interests of the Synod: 


It is recommended that ARTICLE III, SECTION I, PARAGRAPH 2 of the 
Constitution shall be amended to read: 


“The office of President shall be a full time salaried position. Election 
shall take place at a regular convention of Synod. Term shall be five 
years, to begin July first following the election. 

The President shall not be assigned to either Conference but shall 
hold his membership in Synod as a whole.” 


It is recommended that ARTICLE III, SECTION I, PARAGRAPH 3 of the 
Constitution shall be amended by: 


Substituting the words “July first’ for “immediately.” 


It is recommended that ARTICLE III, SECTION V, PARAGRAPH I of the 
Constitution shall be amended to read: 


“The Presidents of the Conferences shall be the Vice-Presidents of 
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Synod. They shall be elected for two years, one to be elected each 
year at a regular conference at the Convention of Synod. The Vice- 


President serving his second year shall be the First Vice-President 
of Synod." 


“In the event of the death, removal or constitutional disqualification of 
the President of Synod, the Vice-Presidents shall assume this office 
in the order of their priority and shall serve until the new President, 
je shall be elected at the next annual convention of Synod, takes 
office. 

“The Vice-Presidents of Synod shall render, at all times, such assist- 
ance as the President of Synod may request.” 


It is recommended that ARTICLE VI, SECTION I, PARAGRAPH 1 of the 
Constitution shall be amended to read: 

“There shall be an executive committee of the Synod consisting of 
the President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer and one clergy- 
man and two laymen from each Conference. The President and 
Vice-Presidents are elected according to the constitutional provisions 
of their offices; the Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected annually 
by Synod; the members-at-large shall be elected for a period of two 
years, one-half of them to be elected each year; their terms all begin 
July first following election.” 

In order to carry out the provisions of recommendations three and four: 

It is recommended that at the annual convention at which these provisions 
become effective the Northern Conference shall elect for one year and the 
Southern Conference for two. Thereafter they shall alternate in the annual 
elections for the offices involved in these recommendations. This first election 
shall also establish the First Vice-Presidency in the Northern Conference for 
the first year after which alternations begin. 

It is recommended that Article V, Paragraph 2b of the By-Laws of this 
Synod shall be amended by the addition of the words, “but at no time shall 
there be less than two laymen and two clergymen from either conference." 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION 


The motion prevailed that the Committee on the Constitution in consulta- 
tion with the Executive Committee be ordered to study the advisability of a 
complete revision of the Constitution including in their study the model Consti- 
tution for Synods of the United Lutheran Church in America. 


The Rev. James P. Beasom presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE CORPORATION 
OF 
THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME FOR THE AGED 


Operating under its new charter, the California Lutheran Home for the 
Aged has just completed its first full year in the service of the Church. It has 
been a year which has been filled with new experiences, problems, joys and 
blessings. God has been good and has brought us through what might have 
been a serious disaster to a stronger and healthier condition. To Him, again, 
we rdise our petitions of thanksgiving. 

During the year, the Home has cared for thirty guests, four of whom the 
Lord called unto Himself. We remember them and hold their memory sacred: 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kraemer 
Mrs. Louise Barrow 
Mrs. Minnie Powell 
Mrs. Lottie Schrickle 


May the Lord bring comfort and strength to their dear ones. 
The first of our cottages has been completed adding more than ten 
thousand dollars to the value of our properties. This is the Henry Foster cottage. 
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he garage has been rebuilt into a cottage for the superintendent, and two 
ence are almost completed: the Mrs. _Demski and the Miss Miller 
cottages. When these are finished, the new buildings will add more than thirty 
thousand dollars to our net worth. Besides these additions, the gatehouse, 
which was given to us by Mr. Jebbia, and valued at ten thousand dollars, is 
now vacant and becomes a part of our buildings for the Home. 

About a year ago, while our guests were eating their evening meal, fire 
broke out in the roof of the main building, caused by a spark from a brush 
fire which the city fire department had extinguished. Damage of over $15,000 
was done, but no one was injured. Insurance made possible the rebuilding, 
and your Board made additions during the construction period, with an 
asbestos shingle roof and an additional heating unit for the second floor which 
eliminated all gas units in the individual rooms. 


The Board called Mr. Carl A. Bell to be its first fulltime superintendent. 
He had barely begun his magnificent work at the Home, when he became ill 
and it was necessary for him to request a leave of absence. This the Board 
granted to him, and requested Mrs. G. Lyon, who was assistant superintendent, 
to occupy the position of acting superintendent. The Board owes much to the 
assistance and direction of Mr. Bell, as well as to its first assistant superin- 
tendent, Mrs. E. Hosfeld, and to Mrs. Lyon. All other staff members have given 
valiant service, and all of the guests have assisted to make a happy and 
Christian home. 


The Board has changed its rates for care of the Home from a minimum of 
$50.00 per month to $65.00 per month. The other rates of $75.00 and $100.00 
remain the same. The Board is grateful io the congregations for their gifts of 
money and supplies, to the chapters of the Women’s Fellowships of the Home 
for their many acts of kindness, financial help, and assistance, to the Board of 
Social Missions, the Social Mission Society of Southern California and many 
individuals for their financial contributions. All of these have made possible the 
operation of the Home in the black and the retirement of $5,000 of the Home’s 
indebtedness. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES P. BEASOM, JR., President 
The report was adopted. 


Five minutes recess was declared. 


The Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., President of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, spoke to the convention on the problems confronting the Church 
in the field of American Missions, Education, Social Missions and Evangelism 
and Foreign Missions. 


TELLER’S REPORT 
The Tellers reported the following results in the elections: 


Sectetaryte 2st) See ee a The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 
Trecisurer:.i eet Se) Sree ori ae Mr. Carl A. Bell 
The Rev. Henry Scherer 


The Rev. John Hoick, D.D. 
Lay member of the Executive Committee 


from the Northern Conference... Mr. Leo Fonwsion 


_ _The motion prevailed that following the next ballot, subsequent ballots be 
limited to double the number for each office. 


The session was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. and was followed by a memorial 
service arranged by the Necrologist of Synod. Participants in the service were 


Dr. Howard Anspach, the Rev. Orval A k 
Sie ie, e Iva werkamp, Dr. J. George Dorn and 


At 8:00 p.m., a joint service was held with the California Distri 
American Lutheran Church, the California Conference of a ay teatro oes 
Lutheran Church, the Pacific District of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
the Pacific District of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Grace 
Cathedral. The Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., President of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, brought a message on “Uniting for Christ.’’. 
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FOURTH SESSION 
San Francisco, California, May 4, 1949, 9:00 A.M. 


Meeting was opened with devotions conducted by the Chaplain of Synod. 

The Rev. Em. Poppen, D.D., President of the American Lutheran Church, 
spoke on the theme “An Open Door.” 

The minutes of the previous session were approved. 

The report of the committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 

Motion prevailed that after the meeting of the Ministerium following this 
session, the delegates assemble downstairs to view the film on Camp Yolijwa. 

The Tellers reported that Mr. Fritz Noel and Mr. Fritz Bowman had been 
elected as lay members of the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Conference. 

The following amendment to the report of the Constitution Committed, 
was adopted: “That Synod elect a full-time President for a term of five years." ~ 


The following report was adopted: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINUTES OF SYNOD 


Having examined the Minutes of Synod for the 1948 Convention held in 
First English Lutheran Church, San Diego, California, January 26-29, we 
believe them to be in good order and accurately presented. 

Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE A. SPINDT, Chairman 


The Rev. F. W. Heinecken presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


It is a delight to see the Women of the Church in action. Material results 
show that they are not standing still but are vigorously moving forward both 
materially and spiritually to accomplish great things and thus to carry forth 
the high commission of the Lord. 

Not only have these organizations supported Missionary endeavors both at 
home and abroad, but they have also made substantial contributions to | 
Lutheran World Action, the California Lutheran Home for the Aged and 
California's Camp YOLIJWA. 

In addition, throughout Synod, there is a host of faithful women laboring 
in the vineyard, serving as Sunday School teachers and officers, as Luther 
League advisors and members of choirs, as well as in other worthwhile 
capacities, ever doing the work of the Master. 

Your committee graciously recognizes that the benevolent spirit of these 
women gives evidence of a consecrated spiritual life and interest in the 
welfare of others. They are to be highly commended for their unfailing love 
and loyalty to the Lord’s Kingdom. 

Respectfully submitted, 
REV. F. W. HEINECKEN, Chairman 

The report was adopted. 

The motion prevailed that we express to the Synodial Women’s Missionary 
Society our deep gratitude for the splendid work they are doing in promoting 
the Church in Hawaii. 


The Rev. Harold J. Lorimer presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISOR 


The past year has been an active one for the young people of the 
Southern District Luther League. There were the usual conventions and rallies 
which invariably generate a stronger sense of unity and awareness of oppor- 
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2 ley, ‘ th 
tunity. These were exceedingly well attended. Regular meetings each mon 
of the Executive Committee were held to plan the activities of the district. 
Also, a splendid interchange of fellowship was brought about by frequent 
combined meetings, program exchanges and interleague athletic contests. 


The objectives of the District for the coming year are to effect an increase 
in the spiritual outlook and understanding of the youn people, to encourage 
a more active participation in the program of the loca church, to stimulate a 
growing interest in the development of the Synodical Luther League, to pro- 
mote increased enrolment in the Leadership training course at Camp Yolijwa, 
and to assist the various leagues in the solution of local problems and in the 
promoting of the most effective program possible. 


To this end, we covet the prayer and cooperation of all. 
Respectfully submitted, 


HAROLD J. LORIMER, Pastoral Advisor 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Theodore A. Youngquist presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE PASTORAL ADVISOR OF THE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT LUTHERAN LEAGUE 


The Northern District Luther League enjoyed a successful year under the 
| presidency of Paul Koch. A rally at St. Paul’s Church, Sacramento, in May and 
a convention in St. Matthew’s Church, San Francisco, in November were the 
meetings held during the year in addition to the Synodical convention at 
Pasadena. The particular emphasis of these rallies and League meetings has 
been the place of young people in the total life of the church. 


The most significant part of the District's program was the establishment 
of a District project. In 1948, this was in form of a gift of brass offering plates 
to St. Paul's Church, Sacramento. For 1949 Leaguers voted to make the project 
the supporting of the new Bible Camp near Santa Cruz. 


There are several problems confronting the expanding program of the 
League which should be brought to the attention of Synod. The problem of 
distance and separation of churches makes the expression of the total league 
program'on an all District basis very hard, and shows the need for area joint 
meetings. An even greater need is leadership in an adult or supervisory 
capacity as the major portion of the present Leaguers are of junior and senior 
high age. This should develop under the control of the local pastors. 

The Northern District Luther League looks forward to an inspiring year 
under the presidency of Robert Horn; playing host to the Synodical convention, 
under the impetus of the centennial theme, the District hopes to carry on in 
the expanding program of our church. 


Respectfully submitted, 


T. A. YOUNGQUIST 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser presented the following report: 
REPORT OF SYNODICAL LUTHER LEAGUE 


The work of the Synodical Luther League moved steadily forward during 
the year 1948, not only in gain in membership and attendance, but in spiritual 
insight on the part of officers and members alike. Several meetings of the 
Executive Committee were held during the year to formulate plans for the 


League and to clear up certain points which, in the newness of the organiza- 
tion, had not been clarified previously. 


_ The Second Annual Convention of the Synodical League was held in 
Trinity Church, Pasadena, over the Labor-Day Weekend, September 4, 5, and 6 
1948. With the Convention Theme “Youth Living Jesus’ Way—Yolijwa,” the 
Convention was inspirational from the first moment of the Devotional Session 
at which time the Rev. H. Paul Romeis delivered the opening address to the 
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final Singspiration under the stars on Sunday evening. The presence of the 
Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Secretary of the Luther League of America, and his 
excellent presentation of the Challenge of League Work; the addresses by 
the President of Synod and by Mr. Howard Logan, President of the Luther 
League of America, were received with deep consideration. The humorous, yet 
thought-provoking banquet address of the Rev. Boyce Van Osdel, Pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, San Bernardino, will long live in the memories of 
those who heard it. 

Plans for Scholarships to Camp Yolijwa for deserving Leaguers have been 
drawn up and will soon be announced. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CLARENCE F. CROUSER, Pastoral Advisor 
The report was adopted. 


The following report was presented: 


REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
OF THE 
CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 


Five chapters of the Women’s Fellowship of the California Lutheran Home 
have been organized. They are: Bay Area, Fresno, Los Angeles, San Diego and 
Valley Chapters. Each chapter has held two meetings during the year. 

These groups have made a noteworthy contribution toward maintaining an 
active interest in the Home throughout Synod. The ingathering of staple and - 
canned foods through Harvest Home Festivals, contributions for additional 
furnishing, and the establishment of substantial memorial funds has been the 
general program for the year. 

The Los Angeles Chapter contributed twelve hundred dollars toward the 
maintenance of the Home and has set aside five hundred dollars toward 
building an infirmary. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. CHARLES 8S. IZENOUR 

The report was adopted. 


The Rev. John L. Sawyer, D.D., Past President of the Pacific Synod, was 
introduced to the convention and brought greetings from his Synod. The 
motion prevailed that Dr. Sawyer be given the privilege of a voice on the floor. 

The motion prevailed that the Secretary be instructed to send a message 
of congratulations to the Pacific Synod, which will meet in convention next 
week, expressing to them our appreciation at having Dr. Sawyer present. 


The Rev. H. Paul Romeis presented the following report: 
REPORT OF DELEGATES TO ULCA CONVENTION IN PHILADELPHIA 


The following are the highlights: 

(1) Confidence was expressed in the officers by their re-election. 

(2) The Budget for 1950 was set at $4,830,900 and for 1951 at $5,220,280. Congre- 
gations and Synods were challenged to raise as much in 1949 as they did 
in 1948. 

(3) A program to raise $6,000,000 for CHEY during the years 1950-51 was voted. 

(4) The Board of American Missions announced that a church was born every 
two weeks but that there were forty fields approved and waiting for 
occupancy due to lack of funds. $400,000 was placed in the budget for 
1950-51 for church extension. 

(5) The Board of Foreign Missions presented the most colorful evening program 
of the convention. The delegates heartily endorsed the participation in 
Foreign Mission Advance Program being undertaken by twenty-six 
protestant denominations. 
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i ommittee on Faith and Life outlined the steps to deepen the 

” ane an tacts and Life of the Church as follows: the Restoration of lapsed 
members, intensification of Bible study, more frequent expository preaching 
and the teaching of the historical confessions of the Church. The delegates 
authorized the Executive Committee to make provision for the carrying out 
of these proposals and to appoint a similar committee for the next 
biennium. ™ 

(7) Realizing that this is God’s day for Lutheranism in America, the conven- 
tion instructed its commission on Unity to confer upon and negotiate 
organic unity or steps leading thereto with other National Lutheran Council 
Churches. 

(8) Program of cooperative Evangelism to be undertaken in 1949 and 1950 by 
the Churches of the National Lutheran Council was approved by the Con- 
vention. 

(9) The 18th Convention of the ULCA will be held in Des Moines, Iowa, during 
October, 1950. 

Respectfully submitted, 


THE DELEGATION 
The report was adopted. 


The President of Synod presented the following report: 
HOME MISSION REPORT 


During the year 1948, the work of the Home Mission Committee by synod- 
ical constitutional action, was taken over by the Executive Committee of 
Synod. In the place of a regular Home Mission Committee report, the president 
of synod submits the following as an appendix to his own report. 

The Table below will show the recommendation for salary aid for 1949, as 


well as the church extension indebtedness of the mission congregation as of 
the fall of 1948. 


Year Church Extension Salary Aid 
Mission Organized Indebtedness Recommended 

Altadena 1944 $ 8,150 $2,200 
Burbank, Luther Mem. 1946 28,900 2,280 
Culver City, Grace 1945 28,250 1,800 

El Monte, Redeemer 1947 14,500 1,980 
Inglewood, Holy Trinity 1941 2,500 900 

Long Beach, Faith 1945 12,600 1,680 

Long Beach, Lakewood 1947 6,018 Missionary Pastor 
Los Angeles, St. Paul's 1914 7,415 960 

Los Angeles, Transfiguration 1947 24,375 2,400 
Montrose-La Canada, Foothill 1948 5,800 Missionary Pastor 
Phoenix, Faith 1945 39,185 440 
Pomona, Trinity 1947 5,825 1,800 

Reno, Good Shepherd 1947 31,700 Missionary Pastor 
Richmond, St. James 1946 14,100 1,980 
Sacramento, St. Paul's 1945 27,500 1,560 

San Diego, Christ 1947 29,350 2,460 

San Diego, St. Peter's 1946 10,000 Missionary Pastor 
San Francisco, First 1885 1,620 

San Francisco, Temple 1916 540 

San Mateo, St. Andrew's 1944 16,405 1,260 
Santa Barbara, Grace 1904 2,025 720 
Santa Monica, St. Paul's 1926 36,000 

Tucson, Our Saviour’s 1945 38,500 1,920 
Vallejo, St. Paul's 1943 30,000 780 
Whittier, Salem 1946 19,965 2,280 
Yreka, Mt. Zion 1947 L875 1,740 
Berkeley, St. Michael's 7,340 

Fresno, First ‘945 

Los Angeles, Advent 12,690 
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Los Angeles, Beverly Hills 9,750 


Oakland, St John's R 438 
San Bernardino, First 4,038 
San Diego, First 10,338 
San Jose, Grace 1,900 
$537,877 $34,900 


Synod expresses its appreciation to the Board of American Missions, the 
Women's Missionary Society ULCA, Women's Missionary Society synodical 
and conference, as well as many others who have assisted in the mission 
program of the synod. ; 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, JR. 

The report was adopted. 


The Secretary of Synod presented the following report: 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


The Executive Committee authorized (a) Arrangements to bring Dr. Elmer 
Zieber, Instructor at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, to our 
territory to conduct a choirmaster school during the summer. 

(b) The setting up of a funding campaign under the leadership of Mr. Guy 
Lamphear, provided that not less than ten congregations signify their desire 
to participate in the campaign. 

Your Committee presents the following recommendations: 

5. That Synod elect a full-time President for a term of five years. 
6. That Synod adopt the following plan for the Synod-wide distribution 
of THE LUTHERAN: 

a. From June 1 to October 31 every congregation seek to have a 
subscription to THE LUTHERAN in every home. 

b. The cost of such subscription during this period shall be $1.75 
per year. 

ec. Each congregation shall take such steps as are deemed neces- 
sary for insuring that each family begin subscribing to THE 
LUTHERAN. 

d. Funds for the subscriptions may be obtained by individual 
subscription or through the congregational budget or provided 
by one or more of the congregational organizations. 

e. Each congregation shall prepare its own subscription list in 
quadruplicate and forward three copies with remittance to the 
Synodical Treasurer. 

f. The Treasurer shall certify each copy as to funds received and 
torward one copy to THE LUTHERAN, one to the “Synodical 
Committee on the Circulation of THE LUTHERAN” and the 
third copy kept in his files. 

g. THE LUTHERAN will bill the Treasurer of Synod for all lists 
received. 

h. Where a person is already a subscriber, his subscription will 
be extended by one year. 

i. Synod shall appoint a chairman and committee to conduct the 
campaign and allow at least one representative in each Con- 
ference. 

j. All expenses relative to the operation of the committee shall 
be paid by THE LUTHERAN. All requests for funds are to be 
made through the chairman io the circulation manager. 

k. That every Pastor appoint a local chairman and committee 
and report that Chairman's name and address to the Synod- 
ical Committee on THE LUTHERAN. 
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7. That Synod reaffirm our adherence to the action on Inter-Lutheran 
Relations taken by the ULCA in convention at Philadelphia in 1948. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


The motion prevailed that the recommendation in.the report be considered 
seriatim. 
Items 1 to 5 were adopted. 
Item 6 was amended to include item k. 
Item 7 was referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 
The report as a whole was adopted. 
The Tellers reported the election of the following members on the Executive 
Committee: 


Clergyman from the North... The Rev. Charles Miley 
Clergyman from the South... The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
haymvartc trom) tne s NOrthes eee ee es ee ee Frants Jensen 


The amendments to the Constitution of the United Lutheran Church in 
America were approved, 


The Rev. J. Benner Weaver presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE CAMP COMMITTEE 


During the summer of 1948, extensive renovations and improvements were 
made at Camp Yolijwa, our synodical camp located in the Barton Flats area 
of the San Bernardino mountains, and an intensive seven week camping pro- 
gram was successfully undertaken. 


In May and June, the work of preparing the camp for the summer was 
carried out by Pastor F. W. Heinecken of Trinity Lutheran Church in Riverside, 
assisted by a crew of workmen. Pastor Heinecken contributed at least.a month 
of his time and we are very grateful to him and to his congregation. He was 
also assisted from time to time by a small group of Pastors and laymen and 
by the young people from several of our congregations who conducted week- 
end work camps. It is impossible to list in this report the names of all who 
helped in so many ways to prepare the camp buildings and grounds, but to 
each of them we extend our sincere gratitude. 


Major improvements would include the following: Lodge Building—Walls 
and foundations repaired and reinforced, porches and walkways repaired, six 
sleeping rooms renovated, one room equipped and remodeled as dispensary 
and sick bay, interior lined completely with knotty pine and altar built at 
south end, exterior chimney of fireplace extended fifteen feet, roof recovered 
with fireproof covering, entire building painted, and miscellaneous additions 
and repairs made. Kitchen—Ceiling covered with celotex, new commercial type 
refrigerator installed, new hot water heater installed, Butane gas tank installed 
and connected to kitchen appliances, new vent installed on range, new all 
metal sink installed and new drain boards built. Dormitory—new roof covering 
applied, and building entirely repainted. 

In addition, two toilet rooms were razed, a new toilet, shower and wash 
rack were built,,a new office and store building was erected, five tent plat- 
forms were erected and tents and sleeping equipment provided, the water line 
supplying the camp was repaired, the road leading into the camp was re- 
graded and a new recreation area was built at the north end of the camp site. 
This latter was made possible by Mr. Hansen of Trinity Lutheran in Pasadena, 
and is very greatly appreciated. The other buildings and the bridge were 


repainted and many other minor changes and repairs were made, including 
the stringing of lights to the tent cabins. 


The official camping program opened the first week in July and was under 
the full-time supervision of Pastor Quentin Garman of Christ Lutheran Church, 
Pacific Beach. Pastor Garman is to be commended upon the success of the 
summers program. As Camp Director, he was assisted by a goodly number 
of pastors and lay people who assisted in countless ways. To each of these, 
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we again express our deep appreciation, and also to Pastor Garman’s congre- 
gation for releasing him for the two month period. 

Seven camps were held and 139 campers attended. Twenty-five congrega- 
tions were represented, campers coming from as far as Phoenix and Tucson. 
There were ten permanent staff members and sixteen pastors who assisted 
during the summer. It is estimated that more than 200 individuals used the 
facilities of the camp during the camping period. The Four-Fold Program of 
Spiritual, Mental, Physical and Social growth with its emphasis upon leader- 
ship in the church, the development of Christian attitudes and character, and 
commitment to full-time service of the Lord and His Church, was well received 
and present indications are that the great majority of the campers are looking 
forward to returning in 1949. 

During the summer of 1949, it is anticipated that most of the camps will 
be filled to capacity, and additional tent cabins will be erected to meei this 
need. We are also happy to report that Pastor Garman will direct the camp 
for the second year. A 16mm. motion picture in color entitled “Camp Yolijwa— 
1948” will be available to all congregations and youth groups, and it is hoped 
that the pastors of Synod will avail themselves of this opportunity to inform 
their people of the high aims and splendid resources for leadership training of 
our camping program. It is also hoped that the pastors of Synod will respond 
gladly when their services on the camp faculty are requested. 

The committee would make the following recommendations: 


(1) That the Camp Committee be authorized and empowered to select and 
employ annually an ordained pastor, preferably from the faculty of one 
of our colleges or seminaries, to direct the camping program each summer. 

(2) That the Camp Committee be authorized to continue the development of - 
the camp site and facilities to the place where it will be possible to 
accommodate at least 100 campers and such faculty and staff as may be 
needed for each period of the camping program. 

(3) That the Executive and Budget Committees of Synod be instructed to allo- 
cate during the five year period from 1950 to 1955 such funds as may be 
necessary in the opinion of the Camp Committee to operate the camp and 
to provide for the fulfillment of recommendations (1) and (2) above. 

Respectfully submitted, 


THE COMMITTEE ON CAMPS 
The report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that should the need arise and the Camp Committee 
request Pastors to serve in the Camping Program, we urge the Church Councils 
of such Pastors to allow them to serve for a period of one week and that this 
week shall not be considered as a part of their annual vacation. 

The motion prevailed that we extend the time of this session to 11:45 am. 

Dr. Harold Yochum, President of Capital University, Columbus, Ohio, was 
presented to the convention and brought greetings. 

Pastor Thorlakssen of the Icelandic Synod and Pastor G. D. Bok from the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church, were welcomed to the convention. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 am. for the meetings of the laymen 
and the Ministerium. 


FIFTH SESSION 
San Francisco, California, May 4, 1949, 2:00 P.M. 


Meeting was opened with devotions by the Chaplain of Synod. 

The seniors was given by The Rev. N. C. Carlson, D.D., President of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

The minutes of the previous session were approved. 

The Tellers reported the election of the Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. and 
the Rev. Edward N. Spirer to the Board of Directors of the California Lutheran 


Home. 
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The special report on theological education on the Pacific Coast was 
presented and the adoption moved and seconded. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STUDY OF THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
ON THE PACIFIC COAST 


Your Committee has held three meetings with a similar committee of the 
Synod of California, the latter committee consisting of Rev. James P. Beasom, 
Jr., D.D., the Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., and the Rev. J. George Dorn, iDBD). 


The meetings were held as follows: Eugene, Oregon, September 1, 1948, 
Berkeley, California, December 9, 1948, and at Portland, Oregon, February Dee 
1949. The last two meetings were held in conjunction with meetings of the 
Executive Committee of the respective synods. 


Items studied at these meetings were: 
1. Need for a Seminary 
2. Possible location of a Seminary 
3. Constitution for proposed Seminary 
4. Financing of proposed Seminary 


Under Item 1, consideration was given to the rapid expansion of the 
mission programs of both synods; the loss of men by death and transfer; the 
annual requirements of the synods for pastors due to the aforesaid items was 
revealed to be as follows: ten men for the California Synod and five men for 
the Pacific Synod; the fact that 50°, or more of the student body of Western 
Seminary for the past five years has been made up of ministerial students 
from the California and Pacific Synods. After very thorough consideration of 
these items, the joint committee felt that the need for a Seminary on the West 
Coast was very apparent. 


Under item 2, as to possible location of a proposed seminary, two matters 
were considered, namely, the expansive territory covered by the two synods, 
and the fact that the University of California has been selected by the Board 
of Forgign Missions of the United Lutheran Church in America as the language 
school for missionaries training for work in the Orient. It appears that Berkeley, 
California would be the logical location for a seminary. 

Items 3 and 4 developed because of actions of the joint committee in the 
matter of recommendations to be made at the 1949 meeting of the respective 
Synods, and which are as follows: 


I. That a theological seminary be established by the California and 
Pacific Synods. 

II. That said seminary be located at Berkeley, California. 

Ill. That the constitution prepared and presented by the joint committee 
on constitution be presented to the synods for consideration and 
adoption (see constitution in pre-convention bulletin). 

IV. That the initial capital investment for the proposed seminary shall be 
$100,000 and shall be shared equally by the participating synods. 

We That the tentative operational budget considered by the joint com- 
mittee be recommended to synods for consideration and adoption 
(see budget in pre-convention bulletin). 

VI. That the tentative date for the opening of the Pacific Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary be not earlier than September, 1950. 


VII. That the members of the Board of Directors from the California Synod 
be elected at this convention. 


(NOTE: The Pacific Synod in special convention at Longview, Washingt 
November 29-30, 1948, approved items or recommendations I and II.) aA 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. L. Sawyer, D.D. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. W. I. Eck, DD. 
Fred Moody Fred T. Lucas, D.D. Lloyd E. Jacobson, Ph.D. 
J. George Dorn, D.D. Marvin C. Johnson Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. 


46 


*.. The motion prevailed that the recommendations be considered seriatim: 
Item 1 was adopted. 
Item 2 was adopted. 
Item 3 was adopted. 


Item 4 was amended with the insertion of the word “initial” before the 
words “capital investment.” 


Item 5 was adopted. 


Item 6 was amended by inserting the words “not earlier than” before 
the words “September, 1950." The amended item was adopted. 


The following was inserted as Item 7 “that we elect the members of 
the Board of Directors now.” : 


Item 7 was adopted. 
The report as a whole as amended was adopted. 


The Rev. H. C. Lindsey presented the following resolution and moved its 
adoption: “Resolve that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California in this 
session take action to invite all the National Lutheran Council bodies to 
cooperate with us in this Seminary.” 

The motion was seconded. 


The motion prevailed that this resolution be referred to the committee on 
Resolutions. 

Dr. T. P. Fricke, Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
American Lutheran Church was presented to the convention and brought 
greetings. 

The motion prevailed that this session be extended until 5:30 p.m. 


The Tellers reported the election of the Rev. J. Benner Weaver to the Board 
of the California Lutheran Home. 


The President of Synod presented the following: 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR 


The 1946 Convention of the ULCA approved a Christian Higher Education 
Year “to obtain funds for the substantial strengthening of our colleges and 
seminaries,” the date and details of procedure being left in the hands of the 
Executive Board and the Board of Education for report at the 1948 Conventi6n. 
The Executive Board and the Board of Education presented a joint report to 
the 1948 Convention which included a “Plan for the Christian Higher Educa- 
tion Year Appeal.” 

After thorough discussion, the following enabling resolutions and ‘Plan” 
were adopted: 

ENABLING RESOLUTIONS: (1) That the United Lutheran Church in 
America resolve to undertake a Christian Higher Education Year Appeal for 
the benefit of the seminaries and colleges of its constituent synods. (2) That 
the United Lutheran Church in America adopt the following plan for this Chris- 
tian Higher Education Year Appeal. (3) That The United Lutheran Church in 
America adopt the schedule of synodical quotas for the Special Aid Fund of 
Christian Higher Education Year (see schedule A). 

PLAN FOR THE CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR APPEAL: 
Preamble: That, since the national welfare demands educational institutions, 
independent of the state and dominated by a spiritual purpose; since all 
Lutheran colleges and seminaries should be superior, with faculties of high 
standing, facilities, adequate for effective work, and curricula sufficient to 
advance the whole program of the whole Church; and since in some cases 
local and synodical support should be supplemented by aid and support from 
the Church at large, the Church approve a Christian Higher Education Year 
to obtain funds for the substantial strengthening of our colleges and 


seminaries. 
I. THE GOAL—That the total goal be $6,000,000, of which $900,000 shall be 
for seminaries, $4,500,000 for the colleges, and $600,000 for a Special Aid Fund 
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for distribution to seminaries and colleges by the Board of Education, as will 
appear hereatter. 

Il. THE DATE—That the active solicitation of contributions for the Christian 
Higher Education Year Appeal in synods and congregations of the United 
Lutheran Church in America extend from January | through April, the month 
assigned to the Board of Education in the Calendar of Causes, in 1950. 


That the Board of Education be authorized to engage in the needed 
advance preparatory work for the appeal throughout the year 1949. 

Ill. THE ASSIGNMENTS TO SYNODS—That the United Lutheran Church 
in America approve the schedule of total assignments to synods of the Chris- 
tian Higher Education Year goal (see Schedule A, Col. 4), and adopt quota 
to synods for the Special Aid Fund (see Schedule A, Col.:3): 

PRINCIPLES INVOLVED IN THE ASSIGNMENTS: In proposing the above 
assignments to synods for Christian Higher Education Year, the Board of Edu- 
cation and the Executive Board have been guided by the following principles: 


(a) The total goal is distributed among the synods on a basis approxi- 
mating apportionment assignments. 

(b) The Board of Education and the Executive Board have made a careful 
survey of the needs and askings of all the seminaries and colleges of The 
United Lutheran Church in America. The two boards have considered the 
abilities of the synods to provide financially for the Church's seminaries and 
colleges. In determining the assignments to synods, the two boards have taken 
into consideration these needs and askings as well as the abilities of the 
respective synods to provide financially for the Church’s seminaries and 
colleges. 

(c) The funds raised by each synod, aside from its quota for the Special 
Aid Fund, shall be for the benefit of the seminary and college which it 
supports. 

(d) In those cases in which the needs of the seminaries and colleges are 
proportionately greater in relation to the financial ability of their supporting 
synods, the quotas of such synods for the Special. Aid Fund have been reduced. 


IV. THE SPECIAL AID FUND—That the Board of Education be directed to 
distribute the Special Aid Fund for the benefit of seminaries and colleges 
where the resources of their constituencies are inadequate and special aid 
is now necessary. 

he Board of Education has considered a tentative schedule for distribution 
of the Special Aid Fund which is reported in Schedule C. 

V. SUBMISSION TO SYNODS OF CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR 
ASSIGNMENTS ASIDE FROM SPECIAL AID FUND—That this convention of 
The United Lutheran Church in America request the constituent synods to 
accept their assigned total quotas for their respective seminaries and colleges 
(see Schedule A, total of Col. 1 and 2), and to act upon the suggested schedule 
of allocations to those respective seminaries and colleges (see Schedule B.) 


VI. DIRECTION OF THE APPEAL—(a) That The United Lutheran Church in 
America assign to the Board of Education full responsibility for the direction 
and management of the Christian Higher Education Year Appeal. 

(b) That the Church empower the Board of Education to employ an execu- 


tive director of the appeal and to appoint such committees from the Church-at- 
large as may be necessary. 


(c) That the Church call upon all constituent synods to co-operate heartily 
in this appeal. 


“ eee ae ee ee HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR APPEAL— 
at the Church adopt the following procedure for the handli f i 
the Christian Higher Education Year Appeal: a eee 


(a) All contributions from within each synod are to be forwarded to the 
treasurer of that synod. 


(b) The treasurer of each synod shall forward all h 
treasurer of The United Lutheran Church in America. eerie eae 


(c) The treasurer of The United Lutheran Church in America shall dis- 
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burse the funds from the Christian Higher Education Year Appeal upon the 
order of the Board of Education. 


VII. EXPENSES OF THE APPEAL—(a) That The United Lutheran Church in 
America direct the Board of Education to defray the expenses of the Christian 


poner Education Year Appeal from the contributions to the appeal as a first 
charge. 


(b) That this convention of the Church instruct the Executive Board to 
advance out of receipts for Part II of the United Lutheran Church in America 
budget for the years 1948 and 1949, such sums, not to exceed a total of 
$200,000, as may be necessary toward the expenses of the appeal, with the 
proviso that all such advance sums shall be repaid to Part II of future budgets 
of The United Lutheran Church in America from the receipts of the appeal. 


(c) That The United Lutheran Church in America instruct the treasurer of 
the Church to deduct the proportionate share of each synod in the expenses 
of the appeal from the receipts from each synod, this proportionate share to 
be determined on the basis of the assignments to the synods as set forth in 
Schedule A, except as any synod’s proportionate share is modified under 
Section XI of this report. 


IX. UNDESIGNATED AND DESIGNATED CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHRIS- 
TIAN HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR APPEAL—That the Church adopt the follow- 
ing rules to govern undesignated and designated contributions to the Christian 
Higher Education Year Appeal: 


(a) All contributions within a synod to the Christian Higher Education Year 
Appeal, not specifically designated for a particular institution or the Special 
Aid Fund, shall be applied to that synod’s total assignment for the appeal and 
shall be used to assist the synod to meet all parts of its assignment in full. 


(b) Donors may designate their gifts for particular institutions of their 
synods or for the Special Aid Fund. All such designated gifts shall be. counted 
toward the accepted quota for such institutions or for the Special Aid Fund 
and shall be counted toward the quota of the contributor’s synod. 


(c) In the event of either over-subscription or under-subscription of a 
synod’s total Christian Higher Education Appeal assignment, the total undesig- 
nated contribution from that synod shall be divided as nearly as possible in 
the ratio of the synod’s quotas for its institutions and the Special Aid Fund, 
all designations of contributions being faithfully respected. 

X. PLEDGES FOR THE CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR APPEAL— 
That the term of pledges shall be limited to a period of eighteen months from 
the date of subscription. 

That this convention request all synods to co-operate with the Board of 
Education in the collection of pledges. 

XI. CONCERNING OTHER FINANCIAL APPEALS FOR SEMINARIES AND 
COLLEGES SINCE OCTOBER 1946 AND BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 1949—That, 
at the option of a synod, one or more of whose seminaries and colleges has 
initiated a financial appeal of its own since the approval of Christian Higher 
Education Year in principle by the 1946 convention of The United Lutheran 
Church in America, all receipts up to December 31, 1949, from individual 
members and congregations of the synod for said appeal of a seminary or 
college, may be counted toward the total assignment of that synod that the 
synod's accepted allocation for that institution in connection with the Christian 
Higher Education Year Appeal, it being understood that such receipts shall 
not be required to bear their share of the expenses of the Christian Higher 
Education Year Appeal. 


XII. REPRESENTATION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AT 1949 SYNOD- 
ICAL MEETINGS—That the Board of Education be permitted to have a special 
representative at the meeting of each synod in 1949 in order to explain the 
Christian Higher Education Year Appeal. 

The motion prevailed that Synod endorse the action of the church in 
Christian Higher Education Year Appeal with the following recommendations: 
l. Be it resolved that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California endorse 

the plan for the Christian Higher Education Year of the United Lutheran 
Church and pledge its full cooperation. 
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2. That the Synod accept the total assignment of $73,500.00 under schedule A 
of the plan with the following allocations: 


Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary........--.---....-. $68,000.00 
Midland: 'Golleges#i== eta Ss ea a eee 2,500.00 
LhepspecialvAidakiind: see oe eee 3,000.00 


3. That the Executive Committee of Synod is hereby, authorized to appoint a 
Synodical Directing Committee for the Christian Higher Education Year 
Appeal, this committee to have complete responsibility for planning and 
conducting the campaign functioning under the guidance of the Directing 
Committee of the United Lutheran Church in America and of the Executive 
Committee of Synod. The California members of the Board of Trustees of. 
the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary and the California Trustees of 
Midland College shall be advisory members of the Synodical Directing 
Committee. 

4. That the Synod call upon its members and pastors to give enthusiastic 
suppori and to offer constant and sustained prayers for the success of the 


Christian Higher Education Year Appeal. 


The motion prevailed that the next ballot for the Board of Directors of the 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary be limited to double the number needed 
to fill the offices. 


The Rev. Clifford B. Holand presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
FOR THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


At the synod meeting in San Diego, it was voted that Social Missions 
should be given major emphasis in the Fall Conference programs. This was 
done in both the Northern and Southern Conferences. 


In connection with the Synod meeting, it was also voted that each congre- 
gation should be asked to make a contribution toward our welfare agencies 
of the North and the South. The committee takes this occasion to commend 
those who have included these agencies in their budgets for the year 1949. 
At the same time, we ask the other Churches to give this matter the urgent 
consideration that it deserves. 


At the 1948 Synod meeting, it was also voted that each of our pastors 
should arrange to have the cause of the Welfare Councils presented in their 
Churches during the year. Too few of our pastors have availed themselves of 
this opportunity. 


We, with the other Churches of the National Lutheran Council, will unite 
in a great program of evangelism, as already publicized for us in the United 
Lutheran Church. The committee recommends that the evangelism organization 
be continued as it was set up at the San Diego Synod meeting with Pastor 


Vossler as chairman in order that we might do our share toward winning the 
one million new members by 1950. 


The attention of the pastors of Synod is called to the report on Social 
Action on page 24 in the 1949 year book of the United Lutheran Church. The 
year book also contains a report on the Home for the Aged as found on 
page 86. 

The cause of Lutheran World Relief is presented to our pastors for their 
continued concern. Too much stress cannot be placed upon the resettlement 
service program of our Church for displaced persons. Pastors should use every 
possible means to promote this cause. In this connection, we rejoice because 
of the fine response of our Synod to the Lutheran World Action appeal. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CLIFFORD B. HOLAND, Chairman 
The report was adopted. 
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The Rev. Arthur Alm presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The Committee on Ministerial Education is extremely conscious of the 
existing conditions concerning the future. We are all aware of the fact that 
our seminaries are not graduating students fast enough to take care of the 
rapid demands of the people. 

Only a very few of our Churches are sending men and women into full- 
time Christian service. It should be the goal of every one of our Churches to 
have at least one person studying for the Lord’s Work. “Each One Have One” 
is our goal for 1949. We cannot always expect others to provide our spiritual 
leaders. Each parish should be seeking out the very best of its youth for His 
work. 


All prospective students, as well as those now studying for the ministry, 
should be placed in contact with this committee. At the present time, we have 
a fine file of prospective ministerial students. Many congregations have sent 
us names, but we need more. 

We have, at present, about fifteen who are in college and plan to enter 
the ministry soon. We have three diaconate prospects. 

At the present time, we have four students attending four different 
seminaries. Mt. Airy in Philadelphia, Hamma in Springfield, Northwestern in 
Minneapolis, and Central at Fremont. The Philadelphia Motherhouse has one 
young lady from our synod preparing for the diaconate. 

The following is the list of seminarians from our synod: Charles Clark 
from First Church, Los Angeles, at Central; George Attwood of Berkeley at 
Hamma; Woodard Ching of Berkeley at Northwestern, Minneapolis; Kurt Klein 
of Berkeley at Northwestern, Minneapolis; Jack Glidewell of Tucson at Central; 
Earl Heuser of Glendale at Central; Gerald Pedersen of Long Beach at Mt. 
Airy; E. Gene Vosseler of San Diego at Central; Stanley Olson of Phoenix at 
Hamma. Miss Patricia Chafin of Culver City is in the Motherhouse at Phila- 
delphia. 

Our sincere thanks to The Board of Education of the United Lutheran 
Church as well as the Synod of California, for all the help and cooperation 
in the years work just past. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE: 
ARTHUR ALM, Chairman 
MILUS BONKER 
THEODORE A. YOUNGQUIST 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Dwight L. Miley presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


During the year, your Committee on Foreign Missions has made an effort 
to keep the urgency of this work before the Pastors and the Missionary 
Societies of Congregations. 

The Special Epiphany Appeal was emphasized in letters. Special Prepara: 
tions were made for the meetings scheduled in the Foreign Missions Program 
of Advance with good success. Many of our people met and heard Miss Louisa 
Miller, Missionary to India, and Dr. Mary Moses, Medical Missionary and native 
of India. 

In December, Professor T. S. Paulus, valued Christian Educator of India 
filled a number of speaking engagements in churches of the Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 

DWIGHT L. MILEY 
DAVID E. ROBISON 
TITUS R. SCHOLL 
The report was adopted. 
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The Rev. H. Paul Romeis presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


Your Stewardship Committee rejoices with every pastor and congregation 
in Synod over the truly remarkable achievements of 1948 in this department 
of the Church life. The California Synod was one of three ULCA synods to 
reach the Double Apportionment goal (200% of the apportioned benevolence), 
and: besides this we gave well over our quota for Lutheran World Action, as 
we have done for the past several years. 


With the fine cooperation of the pastors, the stewardship film, “The Salt 
of the Earth,” was shown at least once in every congregation of Synod in the 
fall of 1948 and to larger audiences. than the previous year. Several of our 
churches used again the 1947 film, “And Now I See,” as well as the film strip 
and records. The excellent stewardship materials provided by the Lutheran 
Laymen’s Movement were used in almost every congregation, as all conducted 
an annual Every Member Visitation in some form. 


The year 1949 offers a particular challenge in that each congregation is 
asked by ULCA to meet the full apportionment. We urge that each congre- 
gation accept this moral obligation as the minimum goal for their 1949 
stewardship. 


Further suggestions of your Stewardship Committee are: 

(1) That continued education in stewardship be given in every congregation, 
using every means and material available, that the level of our giving may 
be kept rising; 

(2) That special attention be given in this stewardship education to the 
children in Sunday School and the young people in our youth groups; 

(3) That, as part of this education, the tithe be stressed as the reasonable first 
step in giving; 

(4) That pastors order in sufficient quantity and use the very valuable steward- 
ship helps offered by the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement; 

(5) That the work of the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement be made known in our 
congregations, to the end of enlisting more of our laymen as members of 
this group; 

(6) That the matter of making the Church, its institutions and causes the bene- 
ficiaries in their wills be called to the attention of our people. 


Respectfully submitted, 


H. PAUL ROMEIS, Chairman 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Irving Kohler presented the following report: 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSION SOCIETY 
OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The Social Mission Society of the Southern Conference was organized 
under the name of “The Inner Mission Society.” The change of the name 
followed that of the Board of Social Missions of the ULCA. And by action of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, the Society was made. an 
affiliate of the Synod. 


The work has been richly blessed of God, thus proving the necessity and 
worthy purpose for which it was organized. 


During the past year, a number of meetings have been held with Dr. 


Beasom, President of Synod, in hopes of enlarging the influence, scope and 
work of the Society. 


The only source of income is from annual memberships at $1.00 or more, 


and the Samaritan Society of Southern California, a beneficiary by constitu- 
tional provision. 


The grants for individual and family relief, monthly payments toward the 
operational expense of The California Lutheran Home for the Aged, and 
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supplying the “Messages for the Day” used by the Chaplain in both the 
California and Santa Monica Lutheran Hospitals, are reflected in the treasurer’s 
report. 


FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF NOVEMBER 3, 1947 - NOVEMBER 3, 1948 


BInOunt prought. Forward: were er ee Ue ay $1253.76 
Transterred irom Codst Federaliet i nS 2921.85 
Samenittm : society Receipts... 2400.00 


Total $6575.61 
Sct ot AOR A eR eh Ca Der evade hr ae) fe 4781.91 


Balance $1793.70 
Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY IRVING KOHLER, 


President, Board of Directors | 
The report was adopted. 


The Secretary of Synod presented the following report: 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


In fulfilling its constitutional functions, your Executive Committee held six 
regular meetings during the past year. In addition, three special meetings were 
held to deal with the special problem confronting the Synod. ‘ 

Your Committee arranged for the printing and distribution of 800 copies 
of the Minutes of Synod; 

Fixed the salary of the Treasurer of Synod at $600.00 per year; 

Approved financing plans for: St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Vallejo, California; First English Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California; 

Took steps leading to the establishment in cooperation with the Pacific 
Synod of the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary to be located in Berkeley, 
California; 

Authorized the President of Synod to visit the Hawaiian Islands to locate 
new mission fields for our Church; 

Approved a budget for 1949 based on a rate of $8.00 per communing mem- 
ber and later instructed the Budget Committee to review and revise the 
budget; 

Approved the applications for salary aid for 1949 for mission congregations; 

Agreed to have Synod underwrite the interest to the extent of $600.00 
annually for a loan of $15,000 from Salem Lutheran Home to First English 
Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California. 

Set the salary of the Director of our Youth Camp at $150.00 per month 
during the months of July and August; 

Approved the applications for student aid as listed in the report of the 
Committee on Student Aid; 

Transferred to organized and incorporated congregations all parsonages 
held for such congregations in the name of Synod; 

Took action to require two signatures on Synod checks; and authorized 
Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr., Dr. Albert B. Schwertz, and Mr. Wayne Pfundstein to 
sign checks for Synod; 

Set a goal of 15,000 communing members in Synod by this Convention, and 
urged all congregations whose percentage of communing is below the average 
of Synod to make every effort to raise their average to that of Synod by this 
convention; 
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Approved the purchase of parsonages for the pastors entering the new 


mission fields at Manhattan Beach and Hayward, California; 


Arranged for the publication of a Centennial Edition of the Golden State 


Lutheran with a limited number of copies bound for sale; 


Allowed the President of Synod $1,000.00 to partially reimburse him for 


the $2,200.00 he was overdrawn on his expenses last year; 


Held meetings with the Examining Committee and the special Hearing 


Committee on the Kerstetter case to settle the problems presented by the 
above case. 


ie 


De 
3. 


Your Committee presents the following recommendations: 
That the Synod adopt the proposed constitution of the Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary. 
That the revised budget for 1949 be adopted. 
That all funds raised in the Christian Higher Education Year Appeal apart 
from those designated to the United Lutheran Church in America, be devoted 
to the financing of our proposed theological Seminary. 
That the following congregations be received into membership by the 
Synod, subject to the approval of the Committee on Constitutions: 
The Ey. Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Las Vegas, Nevada 
Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Manhattan Beach, California 
Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Alhambra, California 
St. Mark's Ev. Lutheran Church, San Fernando, California 
The Ev. Lutheran Church of the Epiphany, Hayward, California 
St. James’ Ev. Lutheran Church, Redding, California 


Respectfully submitted, 


PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 
The report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that we reconsider the budget for 1949. 
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Il. 


008 


IV. 


VI. 


VII. 


VII. 


The motion prevailed that th 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz presented: 


BUDGET FOR 1949 


CONTRIBUTIONS OUTSIDE OF SYNOD: 


LeUL@ArEA pportionment ae. s Se eee $36,322.00 
Jue Midicnda Colleges eve =i 6 eee _ 5,900.00 
3. Western Theological Seminary...............—----- 2,000.00 
$43,822.00 
PARK CHURCHES: 
ee VOS GTEC weenie i ere eg, ge Ne 75.00 
Phe MSEC Stee seattle y Sia, SAA UAL en ALES ve 50.00 
SYNODICAL MISSIONS: 
pp omesVIssion cient -ovecwen,. bee 57) ioe Jo ees 3,000.00 
2a Caliiomic whutheren Home... 4 ee 3,500.00 
OS eNInIStenicimeeCuCChOn en tea ue 2,000.00 
AVOUT CM DING cre hee te oe ae ee Le 3,900.00 
On Lutheran Weltare) (North)s- = 300.00 
Sse iuetherany WWeltarem (South) eee ee ee =. Sool 
12,600.00 
CHURCH CONVENTIONS: 
1. Synodical (Delegates’ Expenses).......-..-....--- 1,500.00 
2. Synodical Meeting Expense _.........__...... 200.00 
GeeNiInvites Tole SyalOC as-is ee ee ee eee 1,000.00 
4, ULCA (Delegates' Expenses)... = 700.00 
SeaCentenmicalmexpenses... = = ee ee 300.00 
6. Annual Theological Lectures...._...........-----—-- 600.00 
GENERAL EXPENSES: 
lipnGoldent cidtemluthercans se ee 1,000.00 
2. Synodical (Operating) -.-------——--——---——---—- 600.00 
2 Executive Committee 1,600.00 
Aa@theriG@ommiltces a ee 200.00 
5. Statistician’s Expense-.—....._--—--—---—_--—_-—-- 75.00 
6. Secretary of Synod___....------------——---------—- 250.00 
PRESIDENT’S OFFICE EXPENSES: 
1. Salary of President of Synod. 6,000.00 
2. Expenses of President of Synod... 3,000.00 
3. Pension of President of Synod_......_____------------ 240.00 
Ae NONGSfets. WU eUbh aes es eo 600.00 
5. Salary of Secretary of President...._.---- 2,400.00 
TREASURER OF SYNOD.....---.----------------os-- on eeen 
A. Normal Budget of Synod_..._-------------------- ne 
B. Double Apportionment of ULCA_—.-.--——-----—----------------- 
C. LWA—Quota for 1949... anne 


$43,822.00 


125.00 


12,600.00 


4,300.00 


3,725.00 


12,240.00 
600.00 
$77,412.00 
77 412.00 
36,322.00 
22,000.00 


$135,734.00 


REV. ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, Chairman 


CARL V. TAMBERT 
H. PAUL ROMEIS 


The motion was made that the printed budget be adopted. 
e consideration of the adoption of the budget 


be tabled and scheduled as the first item of business in the session tomorrow 


morning. 
The session was a 
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djourned with prayer led by the Rev. Thomas J. Daly. 


SIXTH SESSION 
San Francisco, California, May 5, 1949, 9:00 A.M. 


The session was opened with devotions by the Chaplain of Synod. 

The minutes of the previous session were approved. 

Tellers reported the election of the Rev. Carl V. Tambert and Mr. O. EE 
Nelson to the Board of Pacific Lutheran Seminary. 

Dr. Gould J. Wickey, Executive Secretary of the Board of Education of the 
ULCA, was welcomed to the convention and the motion prevailed that he be 
given a voice on the floor. 

The presence of the Rev. Elvin Hansen of the Pacific Synod was recog- 
nized. 

The discussion of the budget from the previous session was reopened. The 
motion prevailed that the following resolution be included in the budget: 


“RESOLVED: that the convention recommend to the executive 
committee of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California for inclu- 
sion in the budget for 1949 the following: 

l. That $5,000 be added to the Home Mission Funds to be used for 

financing purposes for missions. This, to be a guarantee fund. 

2. That $5,000 be added to the Executive Committee’s general funds 
for supplemental financing the Christian Higher Education Year 
Appeal within the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. Should 
the entire amount be not needed for the above purpose, the balance 
shall be allocated by the Executive Committee of Synod at the 
close of the appeal to the ULCA. 

3. That the 1949 budget, as submitted to the Synod in its 1949 Con- 
vention, be changed in item VIII. B. to read: 

To Meet the Request of the ULCA for as much or more 
then that contributed inal 940 = eee ne $26,322.00" 
The motion prevailed that an item of $500.00 be included in the budget by 
the Executive Committee to be used as an emergency aid fund. 
The motion prevailed that the Executive Committee be instructed to in- 
crease the President’s expense account to $4500.00. 
The budget as amended was adopted. 
The Executive Committee report as amended was adopted. 


The Tellers reported the election of the Rev. H. C. Lindsey and Mr. Fritz J. 
Bowman to the Board of Directors of the Pacific Lutheran Seminary. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz presented the following report: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF 
MIDLAND COLLEGE AND WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
For the Year 1948-1949 


GENERAL STATEMENT: 


The beginning of a new school year—another God-given opportunity to 
serve the flower of our youth—and through them the Church and her Lordl 
This is Midland’s great mission and the high privilege of everyone who serves 
our College. 


OFFICERS: 


The present officers of the corporate Board are: President, Dr. A. W. Young, 
Omaha, Nebraska; Vice-President, The Rev. W. W. Klover, Salina, Kansas; 
Secretary, The Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, Lincoln, Nebraska; Treasurer, Mr. Bernard 
V. Beeson, Fremont, Nebraska. 


ENROLLMENT: 


During the current school 


i year, the enrollment is the 1 i i x 
history, namely 519 students NYT inte ee 


, including 33 in the Study Center courses. As 
56 


during the past few years, the men greatly outnumber the women. There are 
162 veterans. Two hundred sixty-eight of our regular students are members of 
the Lutheran Church—this is 58% of the total, a gain of 2% over the last few 
years. It is interesting to note that of the students attending Midland from 
outside of Fremont, 69% are of the Lutheran faith. But all of the major 
denominations are represented in the student body. The grand total enroll- 
ment, including 304 students in the Summer Session of 1948, is 823. 


We are happy to report that there are 42 young men preparing themselves 
for the Gospel Ministry and at least 5 young women who have full-time Church 
work in view. The large number of pro-theological students would indicate an 
increasing enrollment in the Seminary and a larger number of greatly needed 
pastors in our vacant parishes in the near future. 3 

Never has the student body been as cosmopolitan as during the present 
school year. The students hail from the following states: California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas and the District 
of Columbia. 


There are 12 foreign students from the following six Countries: Norway, 
Finland, Liberia, British Guiana, Puerto Rico and India. 


SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS: 


Midland is a liberal arts college “of the Church, by the Church, and for 
the Church.” Every effort is made by means of the Christian instruction, the 
regular chapel services, and the spiritual atmosphere of the campus to 
strengthen the student's faith and sanctify his life. 


ACADEMIC STANDING: 


Midland is fully accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, as well as by the State Department of Education and 
by the University of Nebraska. After a recent inspection of our College by 
the Nebraska Board of Education Examiners, President Hieronymus received 
a letter from the Chairman of the Board in which he gave high praise and 
commendation on Midland’s excellent educational program. 


OPERATIONAL FINANCES: 


Statement of Receipts and Disbursements (Combined College and 
Seminary). 


August 23, 1947 to May 31, 1948 


RECEIPTS: 
BPavechionclmenceGenerdlese= 1 uae $ 93,899.68 
Emde wien talnviestimen ts: ses 5s aces 6,452.09 


Gittssangd Gronis. =, 
Sales and Services 
Other iincomes2 es = Seton : 

PAN cI a ete DLIS GS. tenet os aac 122,568.69 


TROUCEUTNC OTT Geen ee ee eee ee en eur ae a eee ee aes $293,117.45 


DISBURSEMENTS: 

Educational and General 

}aboatbaviatigotttohell tt kues eremnuneee, $ 48,449.95 

Instraictoncl ere ee 96,538.33 

(oromy ie Meese 8. ey 7,304.82 

Plant Oper. & Maint............... 27,089.98 

Services Rendered... 3,105.28 $182,487.36 
Auxihorywinterprisesi2 9 oo i.e es a 110,359.75 
Other Non-Educational Expense... .--.---.-------- 5,963.58 


$298,810.69 
(Oyarerteqnbatoy  Ukekssy LS pea igh AA a a ea Seer ey eee 5,693.24 
Less: Increase in Book Store Inventory....-..-.--------2--2-----1--0-------- 2,272.60 


DySSeveb he! Leh a Of cae, els Al oa ole CUE a OS aR $ 3,420.64 


This is mainly a paper deficit. Since the fiscal year was changed from 
June 1 to May 31, the above report covers only about nine months. A full 
12-months’ report would have enabled us to close our books with a small 
favorable balance. 

We are deeply grateful for the increased interest and support received 
from the California Synod. We shall endeavor to merit this through better 
service. In 1948, the California Synod sent to Midland College $3,550.00 and to 
Western Seminary $1,350.00. It is necessary that our annual support of these 
two institutions be increased. 


MIDLAND’S NEEDS FOR ADVANCEMENT: 


Immediate and Urgent: 


Library-Administration Building (Offices only)__-W.--------.-----.---. $ 250,000.00 
Wing on Beegle Hall: (ginlsadermitory) {= ee 100,000.00 
Additional: Campus-Space for Buildings2= ==. ee 40,000.00 
President's’, Residence. 4c < veh ee A eS oe eee 22,500.00 
Recreation sbicidatormhennis, Oil BGI) wetc ms asters =e eee 12,000.00 
Remodeling of Administration Bldg. and Science Hall... . 75,000.00 
Landscaping the: C crm ule tae 26,000.00 

H Ks) Co | Igiet sek oa) ORR i cil ed Ln eet ne Poet rete kN SS kL § 525,500.00 

Other Needs: 

Chapel and Music Conservatory. $ 200,000.00 
Student Union (Building scat Sear ee ee 2s set 450; 000/00 
Increased: Endo winenta- ee a ee ee 500,000.00 


Greeti Tho tere se ae a ee $1,375,500.00 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY: 


Western Seminary opened its current academic year on August 31, 1948. 
Fifteen regular students and one special student enrolled for the first semester. 
The fifteen regular students continued through the second semester, but the 
special student discontinued his work due to his moving off the territory. 

On June 1, 1949, Central Lutheran Seminary will begin to operate as the 
legal successor to Western Theological Seminary. The Central Lutheran 
Seminary Board of Trustees held its first meeting on January 19, 1949. The 
necessary steps were taken to secure a Charter, a faculty, and to set up the 
budget for the new Seminary. Another meeting of the Board will be held late 
in May. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
We recommend to Synod that: 


(1) Midland College be placed upon the Synodical apportionment for 
the coming year in the amount of $5,500, and the Central Lutheran 
Seminary in the amount of $2,000. 


(2) Re CHEY. 
(3) Any other recommendations you may think of. 


Respectfully submitted, 
YOUR TRUSTEES: 
JAMES P. BEASOM, JR. 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ 
The report was adopted. 


Dr. Gould Wickey spoke briefly about developments at Midland College 
and Western Seminary. 


The motion prevailed that the President. Secretar 
: : : y, Treasurer, and two 
Vice Presidents of Synod be named the Trustees of Synod. 


Dr. J. A. Asgaard, President of the Evanceli 
; gelical Lutheran Church, 
welcomed to the convention and brought greetings. ks od 


Dr. Frederick A. Smith spoke briefly on the work of our Welfare Councils. 
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Dr. Matison spoke on the Institutional Ministry and Drs. Beasom and Fry 
outlined the coming work of Evangelism. 


The report of the meeting of the Northern Conference was received with 
the following officers being elected: ; 


TheshevenhuesssRGMGls’ seen a Ue a Re President 
ihesReyer Dale Click <i ee ee Vice President 
Theekevii eeweard-Oslunds 5 ie so Secretary 
Mrs Eromismiersencescscrs. eo a Gr ee Rhee Treasurer 


The report of the meeting of the Southern Conference was received with 
the following officers being elected: 


thewnev pcan eben bert oaths see ii President 
Phe Reval mMbenneraWecvier- - a. secele ween Vice President 
Menke visGhcmeve Mom thine een ne re See en ee eae Secretary 
ISMN V a CLUDE ITY eee ee i) ee en ae Treasurer 


The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert presented the following report: 
REPORT OF MINISTERIUM 


The Ministerium of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California met in 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California, on Tuesday, May 3, 
1949. The meeting was opened wiih prayer led by the Rev. Glen O. Balsley. 


The Examining Committee presented the following report: 


The members of the Examining Committee met at 11:30 A.M., May 2nd, 
in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, San Francisco, and examined the credentials 
of nine Pastors that are to be received into the Synod by letter of transfer. 
Their transfers being in order, they were asked to meet with the committee 
after the evening service on the same day, and following this meeting the 
committee recommends to the ministerium that the following Pastors be 
received into the Synod of California: 


By letter of transfer: 


Vlad P. Benko from Illinois to St. Peters, San Diego, Calif. 

Wm. H. Blough from Ohio to Grace, Culver City, Calif. 

Howard A. Lenhart from New York to Altadena, Altadena, Calif. 
George L. Ulrich from Pittsburgh to Manhattan Beach, San Diego, Calif. 
Frank H. Clutz from Pennsylvania to Faith, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Robert C. Wheatley from Pacific to St. John’s, Gardena, Calif. 

Marlin Jack Fellner from Iowa to First, Glendale, Calif. 

Paul C. Wharton from Pacific to Faith, Long Beach, Calif. 

Thomas J. Daly from Texas to Reformation, Las Vegas, Nev. 


Also the following men who have been ordained since the last meeting 
of Synod, and are now to be formally presented: 


J. Wm. Bowman, Ordained in May at Trinity, Pomona, Calif. 
Albert J. Shandrick, Ordained in July at St. Mark's, San Francisco, Calif. 


The report of the Special Investigating Committee on the Kerstetter case 
was adopted with the following recommendations: 


1. That should the need arise, the Executive Committee be empowered 
to make any necessary decisions in the case and to report their 
action to the Ministerium at a subsequent convention. 


2. That the Special Investigating Committee be discharged. 


The Presidents of the Northern and Southern Conference reported on the 
retired ministers of their Conferences. 


The meeting was adjourned with prayer. 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 
The report was adopted. 
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Mr. L. S. Johnston presented the following report: 


REPORT OF LAYMEN’S MEETING 


We express to the officers of Synod our appreciation for the full day 
allowed us at the beginning of Convention and urge every consideration be 
given io make it a permanent part of the Convention, program. 

We submit the following recommendations: 


1. When Conference, general or regional meetings are held, that time 
be allowed, if possible, for laymen’s meetings at which the Lay 
Members of the Executive Board shall be present to acquaint the 
Laity with the needs and problems of our Church. 

2. That future Synodical elections be held later in the convention 
program and particular study be made of a plan for nominations 
and recognition of the nominees. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. S. JOHNSTON, Chairman, 
Laymen’s Meeting 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. John P. Stump presented the following report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Your resolutions committee offers the following resolutions: 
RESOLVED: 


1. 


That we express our deep appreciation to the Pastors and the congre- 
gation of historic St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church for their most 
gracious arrangemenis and hospitality throughout the entire period of 
this convention by a rising vote and that this resolution be presented 
to the congregation at a public service. 


That we express our sincere gratitude to the Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, 
D.D., President of the United Lutheran Church in America for the 
inspiration of his. presence and messages to us; and to the Presidents 
of our sister Lutheran bodies: The Rev. H. L. Foss, D.D. of the Pacific 
District of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; The Rev. P. O. Bersell, D.D. 
of the Augustana Lutheran Church; The Rev. Em Poppen, D.D. of the 
American Lutheran Church; The Rev. N. C. Carlsen, D.D. of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church; and the Rev. J. A. Asgaard, D.D. of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church; and to our Synod Chaplain the Rev. 
Robert S. Romeis. (Rising Vote.) 


That we pledge our hearty support and cooperation to the President and 
officers of Synod during their tenure in office. 


That we express our appreciation to those local newspapers which have 
given news coverage to this convention of Synod: San Francisco 
Examiner, San Francisco News, San Francisco Chronicle, San Fran- 
cisco Call-Bulletin, Oakland Tribune, Oakland Inquirer, Berkeley 
Gazette, and The Western Lutheran: Also to radio stations KCBS, KNBC, 
KGO, KSFO, KSNA, KFRC, KYA, and to Miss Dorothy McAllister who 
handled Public Relations for the Convention. 


That we express our sincere gratitude to those whose labors and 
planning have made this unique Lutheran Convention possible: the 
Steering Committee, The Rev. Lloyd L. Burke, The Rev. J. George 
Dorn, D.D., The Rev. Alf M. Kraabel, The Rev. R. B. Wiederanders, 


Mr. Percy G. Peterson, and Mr. Robert S. Love, and to the Dean of 
Grace Cathedral, Dean Lofgren. 


That we request the Constitution Committee to consider inserting into 
the proposed new Constitution and By-Laws the provision that no 
member of Synod, clerical or Lay, be eligible for membership on more 


than two (2) Boards of Synod and/or the United Lutheran Church in, 
America at one and the same time. 
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7. That we Petition the Board of Education of the United Lutheran Church 
in America to invite our sister Lutheran bodies affiliated with the 
National Lutheran Council and operating on the Pacific Coast to join 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California and the Pacific 
Synod of the United Lutheran Church in America in the operation of 
the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. 

8. That the Executive Committee study the money-raising methods used 
by the established Churches in the Synod and to encourage those not 
following the Board of American Missions principle of sacrificial giving 
to do so. 

9. In the agenda for each convention of Synod the report of the examining 
committee concerning applicants to the Synod who have already been 
ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church; and the report of the 
Executive Committee concerning applications of Congregations for 
membership in Synod, be items of business early in the first session. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE 


The report was adopted seriatim. 
The Rev. Henry Scherer presented the following report: 
REPORT OF CLAIMS COMMITTEE 


Transportation of delegates to Synod... eens $1,610.03 
Janitor service (sexton of St. Mark’s Church) 15.0 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE REV. HENRY SCHERER 


The revised report was adopted. 


The Rev. J. Benner Weaver presented the following report: 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


Attendance at this Convention has been commendably high on the parts 
of both Clergy and lay delegates. 


Excuses have been received from the following individuals: Rev. Edward 
D. Weight, Rev. Carl Miller, Rev. George Lovekamp, Rev. Guy Hudson, Rev. 
Lawrence C. Vosseler, Rev. Harman Lucas, Rev. J. C. Bitter, Rev. Homer 
Bosserman, Rev. R. W. Mottern, Rev. Daniel Snyder, Rev. J. E. Hoick, Rev. 
Delmar L. Dyreson, and Rev. George Spindt. These excuses have been 


ted. i 
accepte Respectfully submitted, 


THE COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 
GUY HUDSON, Chairman 
ERWIN VOSSELER 

J. BENNER WEAVER 

HOWARD WEISSMAN 


RALPH COLCLOUGH 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. J. William Bowman presented the following report: 
THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND PAPERS 


Mr. President: ; 
The following letters and papers have been received during the meeting 
of Synod: tic 
1. A letter from the Veterans Administration commending the work 
that Chaplain Elwood Schwenk, and Pastor Dwight L. Miley have 
been doing. 
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2. Letter received from the American Bible Society regarding possi- 
bility of an exhibit. 
3. Telegram received from the Florida Synod sending their greetings 
to our convention. (Luther Thomas.) 
4. Telegram received from The Synod Of Ohio in convention sending 
their greetings at this centennial observance. (E. Rudolph Walborn.) 
5. Telegram received from Secretary Lutheran convention urging dele- 
gates to see exhibits at convention—headquarters. 
6. Letter from Pastor George Spindt in Germany. 
7. Letter from Student Jack Glidewell at Western Seminary in regard 
to his Call. 
8. Letter received from Stuart S. Pratt asking that Christian Rural 
Overseas Program be presented to Pastors at the convention. 
9. Letter received from Clifford E. Dahlin thanking Dr. Beasom for 
allowing time for Crop presentation. 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE REV. JOHN P. STUMP, Chairman 
THE REV. J. WILLIAM BOWMAN 
MR. GEORGE PONTIOUS 


MR. EUGENE WICKSTROM 
The report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the Rev. C. F. Crouser be allowed two minutes 
to speak on the work of the Synodical Lutheran League. 


The invitations for the next convention extended by Trinity Church, Long 
Beach and St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Huntington Park, were referred to the 
Executive Committee for action. 


The Rev. Charles A. Miley presented the following report: 
COMMITTEE ON THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


The president's report is indicative of the tremendous progress our Synod 
has made in the five years that Dr. James P. Beasom has been full-time 
president. We express to him not only through his re-election to the office but 
also verbally our appreciation for his devoted and sacrificial stewardship in 
the office of president and thank God for his leadership. We further express 
to him our confidence in his leadership and. our cooperation with him in the 
total work of Synod and promise him our prayers that God may continue to 
ee and grant him strength for the discharge of the strenuous duties of 

is office. 


After careful study of the report, this committee desires to present to the 
convention the following recommendations: 


(1) Now that Synod has approved the president’s recommendations for the 
forward program of the Church; namely, Evangelism, Stewardship, and 
Chey, we suggest that all congregations whole-heartedly support each 
aspect of this program. 


(2) That Synod strongly urge all congregations to enter funding campaigns 
if they have not already done so to reduce debts and to accumulate funds 
for building and remodeling purposes as soon as possible. 

(3) wane Bynes in Scab a officially express its gratitude to The Rev 

war . Spirer for his effective administration of th ion 
BN Selig s Peay fe) e church extension 
(4) That the name of Luther Memorial Church, Burbank, California which was 


inadvertently omitted in the list of Churches which ha 
y o1 ve been 
under the division of church extension be inserted. pecs 


That Synod in order to save the physical strength of the president demand 


that he take at least a four week vacation thi 
ie AO ae dy n this summer and preferably 


— 
on 
~~ 
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(6) That Synod consider seriously methods to reduce some of the non-essential 
activities and engagements of the president and demand that he abide by 
whatever suggestions are made in order that his strength may be con- 
served and his essential service enhanced. : 


(7) That the Chaplain of the convention be instructed to prepare a prayer of 
intercession for the health, faith, and wisdom of the president of Synod 
to be used before the close of the last session of the convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES A. MILEY, Chairman 
DONALD W. ENDTER 
F. W. HEINECKEN 
RICHARD MORGAN 


GEORGE LOHMAN 
The report was adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the convention urge Pastor Spirer to consider 
seriously the challenge of the pressing need for his service by the Division of 
Church Extension. 

The motion prevailed that we refer this to the Executive Committee to 
dispose of the matter as speedily as possible. 

A gavel made from the wood of the old organ in St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church was presented to the Synod and the President of Synod was named 
the custodian. 

The motion prevailed that the matter of Lay Readers be referred to the 
Executive Committee with power to act. 

The Minutes of the session were approved. 

The Elected officers and members of the Elective Boards of Synod were 
installed into their office by the President of Synod. 

The Convention was officially closed by the President of Synod using the 
prescribed order. 


JAMES P. BEASOM, JR., D.D., President 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the Minutes of the 
58th Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California held in St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California, May Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th 
and Sth, 1949. 

PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 
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APPORTIONMENT TABLE—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


(For year beginning January 1, 1949) 
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Apportionment 
CHURCH CMeaben Mect.. {ralel 

. Berkeley—St. Michael’s........ 213 $ 142 $ 1704. 
Biessno Praise ge ee; 245 163 1956 
. Fresno—St. Paul’s_2. 145 97 1164 
. Fresnos—_Wartburg............. or Z5 300 
. Honolulu — Honolulu.......... 185 123 1476 

Lihue — Lihue. 15 10 120 

@aklandi——)irshe ee 264 176 212 
. Oakland—St. John’s... 102 68 816 
. Reno, Nev.—Good Sheph‘rd 80 53 636 
. Richmond — Grace... 510 340 4080 
. Richmond—St. James.......... 48 33 386 
. Sacramento—First English. 261 174 2088 

Sacramento—St. John's... 625 417 5004 
. Sacramento—St. Paul's... 68 45 540 
. San Francisco—First Eng... 64 43 516 
. San Francisco—St. Mark's. 400 267 3204 
. San Francisco—St. Matt..... 132 88 1056 
. San Francisco—Temple..._. 80 53 636 
. Sanger—St. Paul‘s. ... 50 33 396 
. San Jose—Grace__.. 139 87 1114 
. San Mateo—St. Andrew's. 131 87 1044 
. Vallejo—St. Paul's... 135 90 1080 
. Yreka—Mt. Zion... 35 23 276 

Northern Conf. TOTAL........ 3964 2643 31,704 


“Lutheran 
pe 
$ 426 
490 
290 
74 
370 
30 
528 
204 
160 
1020 
96 
522 
1250 
136 
128 
800 
264 
160 
100 
278 


7928 


39,632 


APPORTIONMENT TABLE—SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
(For year beginning January 1, 1949) 


Hpborteument *Lutheran 
Communing World Grand 
CHURCH Members Month Total Action Total 
24. Alhambra — Grace.___.......... 281 187 2244 562 2806 
25. Altadena — Altadena.......... 115 TE 924 230 1154 
26. Beverly Hills—Beverly Hills 210 140 1680 420 2100 
27. Burbank—Luther Memorial 113 75 900 226 1126 
28. Culver City—Grace_.......... 114 76 912 228 1140 
29. El Monte—Redeemer__._. 44 29 348 88 436 
30. Gardena—St. John's_......... 131 87 1044 262 1306 
Si. Glendale — First... 981 662 7844 1962 9806 
32. Hollywood — Hollywood...... 702 468 5616 1404 7020 
33. Huntington Park—St. Luke 343 229 2748 686 3434 
34. Inglewood—Holy Trinity... 371 247 2964 742 3706 
35.*La Canada—Foothills.._.. 84 56 672 168 840 
36. Lakewood — Lakewood...... 58 39 468 116 584 - 
87.*Las Vegas, Nev.—Reform.. 66 44 528 132 660 
38. Long Beach—Faith.._......... 98 65 780 196 976 
39. Long Beach—Trinity._...____... 484 323 3876 968 4844 
40. Los Angeles—Advent._........ 322 215 2580 644 3224 
4]. Los Angeles—Bethany.......... 130 87 1044 260 1304 
42. Los Angeles—First Eng....... 700 467 5604 1400 7004 
43. Los Angeles—St. Mark's... 159 106 1272 318 1590 
44. Los Angeles—St. Paul's........ 78 52 624 156 780 
45. Los Angeles—Transfig........ 68 45 540 136 676 
46. No. Hollywood—St. Mait..... 385. 257 3084 770 3854 
47. Pasadena — Trinity__..... 390 260 3120 780 3900 
48. Phoenix, Ariz.—Faith__..... 221 147 1764 442 2206 
49. Phoenix, Ariz.—Grace..._.....- 740 493 5916 1480 7396 
50. Pomona — Trinity_...--... 55 oF 444 110 554 
Bi. Redlands — First._......___.. 105 70 840 210 1050 
BoeRiverside —, Lrinity=....-..-- 185 123 1476 370 1846 
53. San Bernardino—First........ 239 159 1908 478 2386 
54, San Diego—Christ ___......... 142 95 1140 284 1424 
bea Scan), Dieqo—Firsh 2! 330 220 2640 660 3300 
56. San Diego—St. Peter’s........ 60 40 480 120 600 
-57. Santa Barbara—Grace........ 127 85 1020 254 1274 
58. Santa Monica—St. Paul's... 363 242, 2904 726 3630 
59. Tucson, Ariz—Our Saviour 273 182 2184 546 2730 | 
60. Westwood — Village...........- 98 65 780 196 976 | 
61. Whittier — Salem... 107 71 852 214 1066 
Southern Conf. TOTAL........ 9472 6322 75,764 18,944 94,708 


——————————————————————_____________________ IIE 
TOTALS FOR SYNOD.._... 13,436 8965 107,468 26,872 134,340 


*Please designate L.W.A. offerings when remitting to Treasurer of Synod. 
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The REV. J. GEORGE DORN, D.D., Pastor 
San Francisco, California 
MAY 3, 4, 5, 1949 


“The Years of Our Thankfulness” 


SYNODICAL PRESIDENTS “A 


1892-1949 


‘Mire, Gaby Bittle-My ers se == ie eee 1892-1894 
cAN, go SON fees Who Co {0 {0 ty Gene erate se ie ela ..1894-1895 
BNA ress WV Soca PA GAT SOY ee es a eee 1895-1896 
NA reese] Cong Eos VST CLLTN Cho 1896-1898 
*Mis* W. S. Hoskinson 3 ee i ee ced 
PAN basa chilis am ol Shole pectin thee nna tae Se es ee ee ee 1899-1900 
* Mires Win. Kelly sss oc ee ee 
Mrs] E HOt ches se a ee en eee 1903-1908 
Mrs Gy HeHillermcn.<. eet 9 ee ee 1908-1909 
Mrs. J. W. Bel) nanan nanan nanan nt iste, See epee Ee 1909-1912 
eMrs she Ms Leech... . ss i Bee ee ee 1912-1913 
Mirare Gare Leia esrras cri sc ce cee ee 1913-1917 
Mrsi Je Dx Snyder 8s Se ee ee OL AU 
Mrs ee Ce Pea ra ie ae UL Lee eee ere OLA. 
MrsieW 2B 3 @rOus Cts oe se Ne ee ee 1922-1924 
Mis EA Cs tered ocd Zee ee er OL ene, 
Mrer- Ge Ha Hillermenis: 22 SS ee eee O27 LOG 
Mis zu) se Wire Bal no 8 ee ee oe ee ee Oe 
oMrs:.b.A,-lrabert 22 28 So se Se ee eee eee eee GS leat ae 
Mires JB Hock a 028 a Sail 2 oO Ie iit ein oI ee RCL ee 1933-1935 
a Mits (Es Bc Trabertice so ey Se ee a .-1935-1937 
es nie ewe vee ee Se ey SIG (0, 
Mir 3 Pec K scene ea TR 1940-1943 
Mrs:-J.-PBeédsom: 5 a Coes en ee :.....--1 943-1946 
Mrs. P: J. Kramers sg eee aa eet an 1946-1949 
Mrs. A. B. Schwertz 1949- 


*Deceased 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY DIRECTORY 


OFFICERS 
President. 20023 7 Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, 3119 W. 6th St., Los Angeles 3 
Vice-President... i es a Mrs. Clarence Crouser, 187 N. 10th St., San Jose 
Secretary: 2 oe ee Mrs. Maynard Shoreen, 4126 Edenhurst, Los Angeles 26 
Treasurer (Appointed)_.....__..._.....Mrs. H. E. Russell, 901 S. 6th St., Burbank 
DLCHISHCI CHIE ee etene sie en te Neat! Miss Helen Hjort, 1803 Thomas Ave., Fresno 3 
Ehstonion = ee Mrs, Jn J. Gent) 2885; Shasta’ Rd, Berkeley 8 
FES Coho t nig (a) eeteod Caan neti ano I LS CRANE © Mrs. Wm. H. North, 3446 Buena Vista, San Diego 9 


National Bd. Member._Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., 1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale 8 


CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS 


INORG rns se tester hee rr esl IR Miss Helen Hjort, 1803 Thomas Ave., Fresno 3 
OURO Lee Mase Joe he Mrs. Robert Inslee, 1448 E. Garfield, Glendale 


DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 


Educational— 
Education (Literature)-...--.._.. Mrs. J. P. Torvik, 4510 Barrett Ave., Richmond 
MiG eIziners stat eet ees Mrs. Wm. Capel, 761 Walnut St., San Carlos 
Mission, Studyes. os. Mrs. C. P. Bruhl, 1231 Jefferson Pl., San Bernardino 
Special Gifts— 
Special Aides. 2s = Mrs. Carsten N. Alm, 1543 W. 56th St., Los Angeles 37 
Life and In Memoriam..Mrs. Harry Hahn, 1655 Ben Lomond Dr., Glendale 2 
Patron and Protege........Mrs. H. H. Roloff, Sr., 3478 Olive St., San Diego 4 
Thank Offering... Mrs. Henry Scherer, 2400 W. 23rd St., Los Angeles 16 
Associate....._.__-____.....--..-..-....Mrs. Paul Wolpert, 2517 36th St., Sacramento 
Synodical Special_._.____.. Mrs. Clarence Crouser, 187 N. 10th St., San Jose 
UNSSOCICIC Wa eam mir ma trae ea Mrs. L. W. Varblow, 516 Curtis St., Albany 
Promotional— 
Deaconess= ae = ere Te Sister Adele Dasenbrock, 1701 “L” St., Sacramento 
Promotions. 22 Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., 1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale 8 
Sitidenteen oe ee ree Mrs. H. G. Schwegler, 3045 Hillegass Ave., Berkeley 
Industrial— 
bars hiton Uke C(t al eh ees Nee ala ie _Mrs. C. S. Izenour, 6930 Yolanda Ave., Reseda 
Publicity— 
CGhedrnicni a Seas ee Mrs. E. L. Konow, Rt. 2, Box 301, Phoenix, Ariz. 
Associate... Mrs. W. B. Scheehl, 5924 Contra Costa Rd., Oakland 18 


Student Secretary— 
Mrs. Chas. A. Miley, 810 Harrison Ave., Fresno 


Te, 


1949 PRESIDENTS—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


Berkeley, St. Michael's (Women of the Church)—Mrs. W. B. Scheehl, 5924 
Contra Costa Rd., Oakland 18, Calif. 


Berkeley, St. Michael’s (Scheehl-Kramer Group)—Mrs. Stanley Mandel, 812 
Stannage Ave., Albany, Calif. : 


Fresno, First (Friendship Circle)—Mrs. W. A. Shafer, 7546 Morva Ave., Fresno 


Calif. 
Fresno, First (Chi Rho Circle)—Mrs. Frances Light, 532 Ferger, Fresno, Calif. 


Honolulu, Honolulu Lutheran (Ladies’ Guild)—Mrs. Alice Thorsen, 959 12th 
Ave., Honolulu, Hawaii 


Las Vegas, Reformation (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Mary Daly, 2000 Marlin 
Ave., Las Vegas, Nevada 


Oakland, First (Women of the Church)—Mrs. C. A. Cather, 6063 Lawton Ave., 
Oakland, Calif. 


Oakland, St. John’s (Women’s Missionary Society)—Mrs. F. L. Goodridge, 2230 
47th Ave., Oakland 1, Calif. 


Redding, Project City, St. James (Women of Central Valley)—Mrs. Lorena 
Greenlee, Box 814, Project City, Calif. 


Reno, Good Shepherd (The Shepherdess Circle)—-Mrs. Gene Gressot, 737 Balzar 
Dr., Reno, Nevada 


Richmond, Grace (Women of the Church, Day Group)—Mrs. Walter Hanson, 
6019 Tulare Ave., Richmond, Calif. 

Richmond, Grace (Women of the Church, Evening Group)—Mrs. Milus Bonker, 
579 35th St., Richmond, Calif. 

Richmond, St. James (Women of St. James)—Mrs. C. Rosenstrauch, 2331 Pan- 
handle Blvd., Richmond, Calif. 

Sacramento, First (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Warren Raymond, 3248 10th 
Ave., Sacramento, Calif. 


Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas Society)—Mrs. Clara A. McAllister, 3501 “J” 
St., Sacramento 16, Calif. 


Sacramento, St. John's (Mary E. Oehler Society)—Mrs. Pearl Colclough, 1811 
“F’ St., Sacramento, Calif. 


Sacramento, St. Paul's (Missionary Guild)—Mrs. G. Mahaffey, 4401 Solano Ave., 
Sacramento, Calif. 


San Francisco, First (Women’s Guild)—Mrs. E. A. Lackman, 641 15th Ave., 
San Francisco, Calif. 

San Francisco, St. Mark's (Women’s Missionary Society, Day Group) Mrs. 
Clare Larson, 1166 Dolores St., San Francisco 10, Calif. 

San Francisco, St. Mark's (Women’s Missionary Society, Evening Group)— 
Mrs. Yvonne Nielsen, 87 7th Ave., San Francisco 18, Calif. 

San Francisco, St. Matthew’s (Women’s Missionary Society)—Miss Elise Stell- 
ing, 2700A Sutter St., San Francisco 15, Calif. 


San Francisco, Temple (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Margaret Smith, 1622 
Quesada Ave., San Francisco 24, Calif. 


San Jose, Grace (Missionary Women of the Church)—Mrs. Jack Veley, Rt. 5 
Box 450B, San Jose, Calif, 

San Leandro, Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Epiphany (Women of the 
Church)—Mrs. R. A. Myer, 21866 Foothill Blvd., Hayward, Calif. 


San Mateo, St. Andrew's (Women of St. Andrews)—Mrs. Gordon L. Ridgeway, 
419 Georgetown, San Mateo, Calif, 


Vallejo, St. Paul's (St. Paul's Guild)—Mrs. Elmer Dillrud, 970 Grant St., Vallejo, 


Calif. 
Yreka, Mt. Zion ( 


Women of the Church)—Mrs. Juliette Skidmore, 509 E. Lennox, 
Yreka, Calif. 
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Alhambra, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. H. Lapham, 2622 West Alham- 
bra Road, Alhambra, Calif. 


Alhambra, Calif. Lutheran Home (Louisa Miller Missionary Society)—Louisa 
Miller, 2500 S. Fremont St., Alhambra, Calif. ; 


Altadena, Altadena Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Marie Johnson, 
702 W. Harriet St., Altadena, Calif. 


Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Elsie Spicer, 
127 N. Hamilton Dr., Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Burbank, Luther Memorial (Dorcas Society)—Mrs. R. W. Burkhard, 802 E. Palm, 
Burbank, Calif. 


Culver City, Grace (Ladies’ of Grace Lutheran)—Mrs. S. M. Seaburg, 5636 
Spokane St., Los Angeles 16, Calif. 

El Monte, Redeemer (Women of the Church)—Mrs. H. J. Forsyth, 809 E. Bryant 
Rd., El Monte, Calif, 

Gardena, St. John’s (Women of the Church)—Mrs. A. C. Janssen, 16126 Menlo 
Ave., Gardena, Calif. 

Glendale, First (Women’s Council of Christian Missions)—Mrs. L. B. Herr, 
214A S. Kenwood, Glendale 5, Calif. 

Glendale, First (Business and Professional)—Mrs. Leona Moeller, 1131A E. Cali- 
fornia, Glendale 6, Calif. 

Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Hazel M. Bus- 
trum, 2211 Las Colinas Ave., Los Angeles 41, Calif. 

Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Florence M. Welty Society)—Mrs. F. P. 
Samuelson, 4251 Riverton, North Hollywood, Calif. 

Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Gospel Light)—Madge Irwin, 3243 Hope St., 
Huntington Park, Calif. 

Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Go Ye Society)—Sylvia Ellyson, 9534 San Luis, 
South Gate, Calif. 

Inglewood, Holy Trinity (Dorcas Society)—Mrs. Le Roy Wardle, 8110 Third 
Ave., Inglewood, Calif. 

La Canada, Evangelical Lutheran in Foothills (Women of the Church)—Mrs. 
Virginia Beasom, 1650 Capistrano Ave., Glendale 8, Calif. 

Lakewood, Lakewood Evangelical (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Violet R. 
Lange, 5422 Brittain St., Long Beach, Calif. 

Long Beach, Faith (Women’s Missionary Society)—Mrs. Rose Snyder, 409 
Truman Boyd Manor, Long Beach 10, Calif. 

Long Beach, Trinity (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Elva Nicholson, 5530 Han- 
bury St., Long Beach 8, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Advent (Women of the Church)—Mrs. H. K. Riecks, 3754 E. 53rd 
St., Maywood, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Advent (Dorcas Society)—Miss Ruth E. Gall, 1238 S. Elden Ave., 
Los Angeles 6, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Advent (Iota Eta Sigma)—Mildred Wicklund, 529 W. 48th St. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Bethany (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Justin D. Malone, 5638 
Carlton Way, Hollywood 28, Calif. 

Los Angeles, First (Women of the Church, Day Group)—Mrs. Arthur Schlicher, 
637 N. Alexandria Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

Los Angeles, First (Women of the Church, Evening Group)—Miss Marjorie G. 
Nelson, 1210 W. 28th St., Los Angeles 7, Calif. 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s (Women's Missionary Society)—Mrs. M. Volkert, 
4012 Woodlawn Ave., Los Angeles 11, Calif. 

Los Angeles, St. Mark's (Loving Hearts Society)—Mrs. Ruby Pederson, 2001 
W. 68th St. Los Angeles 44, Calif. 
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Los Angeles, St. Paul’s (Women’s Missionary Society)—Mrs. Wm. Har, 1931 
S. Charlotte, San Gabriel, Calif. 

Los Angeles, St. Paul's (Yowomis Society)—Mrs. Betty Burns, 1277 S. Arizona 
Ave., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Transfiguration (Dorcas Society)—Mrs. J. B. Anthony, 645 N. 
Sepulveda Blvd., El Segundo, Calif. 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Mena Spirer Society )—Mrs. Edward N. Spirer, 
6616 Irvine Ave., North Hollywood, Calif. 

North Hollywood, St. Matthew's (Faith Society)—Mrs. Mildred Jensen, 12616 
Moorpark St., North Hollywood, Calif. 

Pasadena, Trinity (Women of the Church)—Mrs. H. Paul Romeis, 2246 Paloma, 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Phoenix, Faith (Women of the Church)—Margaret Lovitt, Rt. 2, Box 490A, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Phoenix, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Rodger C. Thomas, So ee 
Missouri Ave., Phoenix, Ariz. 

Pomona, Trinity (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Emma Rielly, 1096 E. Lexington, 
Pomona, Calif. 


Redlands, First Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Ed Lagerquist, 618 
Alvarado St., Redlands, Calif. 


Redlands, First Lutheran (Women’s Guild)—Mrs. Paul Keck, 908 Church St., 
Redlands, Calif. 


Riverside, Trinity (Women’s Missionary Guild)—Mrs. F. W. Heinecken, 3925 
Walnut St., Riverside, Calif. 


Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl Society)—Mrs. Florence Snyder, 3569 Euca- 
lyptus St., Riverside, Calif. 


San Bernardino, First (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Jeannette Larson, 1496 
Crescent Ave., San Bernardino, Calif. 


San Bernardino, First (Young Women of the Church)—Miss Dorothy Pruiksma, 
367 29th St., San Bernardino, Calif. 


San Diego, First (Women of the Church, Day Group)—Mrs. Martin Johnson, 
525 22nd St., San Diego 2, Calif. 


San Diego, First (Women of the Church, Evening Group)—Miss Fanny Large, 
4647 34th St., San Diego, Calif. 


San Diego, St. Peters by the Sea (Ocean Beach) (Women of the Church)— 
Mrs. Edward E. Hanzlik, 1586 Ebers St., San Diego, Calif. 


San Diego, Christ Lutheran (Pacific Beach) (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Wm. 
H. North, 3446 Buena Vista, San Diego 9, Calif. 


Santa Barbara, Grace Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. A. L. Anderson, 
210 W. Victoria No. 9, Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Santa Monica, St. Paul's (Guild and Missionary Society)—Mrs. James L. 
Dutton, 923 17th St., Santa Monica, Calif. 


Santa Monica, St. Paul's (Dorcas Society)—Mrs. Lewis Heinly, 2020A Euclid 
St., Santa Monica, Calif. 


Tucson, Our Saviour’s (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Frank Bauer, 2619 E. 
Spring St., Tucson, Ariz. 


Westwood Village, Village Lutheran (Village Lutheran Missionary Guild)— 
Mrs. P. O. Narveson, 709 Burlingame Ave., Los Angeles 24, Calif 


West Whittier, Salem Lutheran (Women of the Church)—_M : 
976 Rose Drive, Whittier, Calif. ch) ts. K. E. Atkinson, 
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MINUTES OF THE 


OF THE 


Fifty-Seventh Annual Convention 


WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


San Francisco, California, May 3, 4, 5, 1949 
Theme: “THE YEARS OF OUR THANKFULNESS” 


FIRST SESSION 


May 2, 1949, 7:45 P.M. 


The Service of Holy Communion was conducted by The Rev. Paul H. 
Wolpert, Secretary of Synod. The Administrants were The Rev. J. George Dorn, 
D.D. and The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D. The Sermon was delivered by The 
Rev. Dr. James P. Beasom Jr., President of Synod. 


May 3, 1949, 9:30 A.M. 


The Fifty-Seventh Annual Convention was formally opened with the service 

conducted by the President, Mrs. P. J. Kramer. 

The following Convention Committees were announced: 
Nominations—Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Mrs. Chas. Miley, Mrs. E. D. Click. 
President's Report—Mrs. Cornelia Taylor, Mrs. C. A. Cather. 
Resolutions—Mrs. Robert Inslee, Mrs. F. L. Goodridge 
Credentials—Mrs. H. M. Rist, Mrs. J. George Dorn. 

Secretary's Findings—Mrs. Chas. Miley. 
Claims—Mrs. H. E. Russell. 


A gracious welcome was extended by Mrs. J. George Dorn, the Pastor's 
wife of St. Mark's Lutheran Church, San Francisco. Dr. Dorn brought greetings 
also and presented Mrs. Kramer with a gavel to be used during conven- 
tion which was made of wood from the first organ at St. Mark's. 

The response was given by Mrs. Maynard Shoreen, past President of 
Southern Conference. 

The offering of $67.50 was received and consecrated by Sister Adele. 
Mrs. Eldon Miller of Temple Lutheran Church, San Francisco was Convention 
soloist. 

Mrs. Albert Schweriz presented the program and a motion prevailed that 
the printed program be the official agenda for this Convention. 

The Treasurer's report was given by Mrs. H. E. Russell. 


The Secretary read the report of auditor Bernard L. Wahl. A motion pre- 
vailed that the report be accepted. 


The Statistician’s, Historian’s and President’s reports were given by Miss 
Hjort, Mrs. Rohrback, and Mrs. Kramer, respectively. 
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REPORT OF PRESIDENT — 1947-1948 


Members of the Women's Missionary Society of the Synod of California: 
Dear Co-Workers: 


As we assemble in our 57th annual Convention, it is with gratitude to God 
for His loving kindness, tender mercies, and many blessings bestowed upon 
us the past year. We have been laborers together in extending Christ's King- 
dom at home and throughout the world. We praise and thank God for the 
unfolding.and growth of our W.M.S. 

It has been a joyous experience to serve the W.M.S. of California as its 
President again during the past three years. It is in a sense of deep gratitude 
for the opportunity of service. Your cooperation and loyalty and understanding 
have made possible a most enriching experience always to cherish. We thank 
God for the accomplishments and ask His forgiveness for what we have neg- 
lected to do and pray His guidance and blessing in the years to come. 


By the gracious will of God and the splendid cooperation of all officers, 
department secretaries and the whole synodical membership we have gone 
forward in the work and interest in the W.M.S. as will be expressed in the 
various reports at this convention. The membership of the Synodical W.M.S. 
has grown. Our membership is now 2,029 members, 77 societies, a gain of 200 
members. 

One of the great highlights in our California Synod the past year was the 
visit of our National President, Mrs. C. W. Baker, Jr. Last September, meetings 
in northern and southern Conferences were held which were most inspirational. 


The activities of your President this past year were: Presidents’ (Synodical) 
Conference in Philadelphia, Pa., last April, a mountain top experience; Four 
Foreign Mission Advance Conferences in San Francisco; Seven Missionary 
Interdenominational Institutes (served as President); two Conference meetings; 
Two Executive Board Meetings; several Committee Meetings with Bay Region 
Steering Committee for Unified Synod Meetings celebrating the 100th anni- 
versary of Lutheranism on the Pacific Coast; three meetings of Council of 
Church Women of Northern California. Many individual societies were visited. 
Written several articles on California (W.M.S.) Synodical work, and hundreds 
of letters and cards. Have met several missionaries going or coming from the 
Orient. It was my privilege to have Sarah Tsui as my house guest for a week 
on her way back to China. 


Before closing my report it is our hope and prayer that California Synod 
will reach its goal in thanks offering before the June quarter. 

A passion for the Father's business plus the power of prayer will equal 
the needs of the Kingdom ‘Prayer is Progress’—progress without end. The 
only thing that can possibly limit us is our own failure to continue pressing on. 
sy As we “go forward” into another year of activity under new leadership 
it is my sincere prayer that we may all be endowed with greater zeal for the 
cause of missions. 

I desire to express my sincere appreciation for the hearty cooperation of 
all officers and department secretaries. Whatever progress we have shown is 
due to all working together under God's guidance giving to Him the praise 
and honor. 

I submit the following recommendations for your considerations: 


l. That we thank and praise Almighty God for His Blessings of the past 
year and implore His guidance and wisdom in the days ahead. 

2. That in the crucial days we reconsecrate ourselves to the tremendous 
challenge and opportunity—for the Christian Church and support the 
whole program of the whole Church, especially Lutheran World Action. 

3. That our Special of one dollar per member per year to be used for H 
Mission Work and $300 to Roclay Bay. “a 


4. Encourage more of our young men and women to enter full time of 
Christian Service. 
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5. Establish prayer groups in each society—that a permanent peace for 
re aie may be effected, and for the furthering of the work in the 


6. That we continue to send clothing to Lutheran World Relief for distribu- 
tion to the needy in devastated areas. 


ip To extend definite efforts toward deepening the spiritual life increasing 
Missionary Education and promoting the Missionary Program among 
the women of the Church. 


8. May God's richest blessings be upon every member of the Women’s 
Missionary Society. 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. P. J. KRAMER, President 


A motion prevailed that the President's report be accepted and that the 
recommendations be presented to the Committee on President's Report. 


Announcemenis. 

The following introductions were made: 
Miss Louisa Miller, former Missionary to India. 
Mrs. H. Cholz, former Missionary to China for 46 years. 
Miss Maryanne Sung, student from China. 
Dr. Thordeson, Missionary to Japan. 
Miss Noda Diehl, Executive Secretary W.M.S., ULCA. 
Mrs. C. W. Baker, Jr., President W.M.S., ULCA. 


Rev. and Mrs. H. E. Hamme, Hawaiian Lutheran Church, presented 
flower leis to honor guests 


An address was given by the President of Synod, The Rev. Dr. James P. 
Beasom Jr. 


The Credentials Committee reported 159 delegates and 9 officers present. 
Closing Collect. 


A Hawaiian Luncheon was served by the Host Church with Mrs. C. W. 
Baker as guest speaker. At this occasion gifts totalling $5339.51 were brought 
by delegates from their respective churches for a new Missionary to Hawaii. 


SECOND SESSION 


May 3, 1949, 3:00 P.M. 


The session was opened with the singing of the Hymn, “Beautiful Saviour.” 
Devotional service was conducted by Mrs. D. J. Bach, UELC Missionary 
Society Leader, who spoke on “Trusting.” 


Thank Offering Rally—‘The Years of our Thankfulness’” in charge of 
Thank Offering Secretary Mrs. Henry Scherer. Soloist, Mrs. C. R. Stevenson. 
Thank Offering address was given by Miss Nona Diehl. 


The offering of $150.00 was received and consecrated by Sister Adele. 
Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Promotional Secretary, presented Certificates of Accept- 
ance to the following eight new Societies: 

Temple Lutheran Church, San Francisco 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redding 

Church of the Epiphany, Ashland-San Leandro 

Louisa Miller Society, Calif. Lutheran Home 

Lutheran Church of the Foothills, La Canada 

Our Saviour’s Evangelical, Alhambra 

Church of Good Shepherd, Reno, Nevada 

Church of Reformation, Las Vegas, Nevada 
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The report of the Nominating Committee was presented by Mrs. Beasom 
as follows: 


PreStGen bo 6.2 3.5 ere Seg Bhs ete ee Mrs. Albert Schwertz 
Vice-President Mrs. Clarence Crouser 
DeCretary war es Oe ees eee Mrs. Maynard Shoreen 
Trecisuire tet oan as Bn ee ee es Mrs. H. E. Russell 
Higtonicnes eRe Be os de oN Mik ae _Mrs. J. Gent 
RS keh ct Oeil o toVal mune eee en pageant UM RN al | Miss Helene Hjort 


Archivistan. 2 ese eee nee ee Mrs*Wm. H. North 
A motion prevailed that the report be accepted. 
A motion prevailed that the nominations be closed and the Secretary cast 
a unanimous ballot for the Officers as nominated. 
A few words on behalf of the California Home and Lutheran Welfare were 
spoken by Mrs. Lyon and Mrs. Frederick Smith, respectively. 


Closing Collect. 


THIRD SESSION 


May 4, 1949, 9:30 A.M. 


The session opened with the singing of the Convention Hymn, “Jesus 
Shall Reign.’ The worship service was conducted by Mrs. Lee Tollefson, Pres., 
W.M.S. California District, A.L.C., who chose “Thankfulness” as her topic, and 
Mrs. Daniel P. Martin, National Pres., W.M.S., Augustana Synod, who spoke on 
“Praying.” ¢ 

Announcements. 

The offering of $50.74 was received and consecrated by Sister Adele. 

A Missionary Workshop, capably conducted by Mrs. Baker and Mrs. 
Diehl, was very informative and interesting. 

Mrs. Kraabel gave a few words in the interest of the National Lutheran 
Nurses’ Guild. 

A motion prevailed that due to the lateness of the hour, the Life and In 
Memoriam Shower previously scheduled for the morning session be given 
immediately following readjournment in the afternoon. 


Closing Collect. 


FOURTH SESSION 


May 4, 1949, 1:30 P.M. 
The fourth session opened with the singing of the Hymn, “A Charge to 
Keep I Have.” 


The devotional service “Serving,” was in charge of Mrs. A. T. Thompsen, 
W.M.S. Leader E.L.C. 


An inspiring Life Membership Shower was given by the Chairman, Mrs. 
Harry Hahn. Thirty-seven new 100% families were presented with certificates. 
A total of 118 new members was reported. 

The offering of $43.41 was received and consecrated by Sister Adele. 


sh 36 Nona Diehl addressed the Convention, speaking on the Missions of 
ndia. 


Rev. Garman spoke on behalf of Camp Yolijwa and urged young people 
to attend this summer. 


read, “That the Synodical Special remain as it always has to be used when- 
ever the need arises and where the Exec. Board sees fit.” Items 4 through 8 


The recommendations as a whole with amendment were adopted. 
Mrs. Robert Inslee gave report of Resolutions Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
December 15, 1947 to December 15, 1948 


Balance on hand December 15, 1947: 


DGSCCOTIOBES SAUITAC eee eee at Be Be he $ 114.15 

iennicgln convention) tends 2 40 Pe 3.10 

Pommsoss. fae eitice etree ee eee eS 64.00 

Up gave tiees Lee Tet EE CE EE Se See Cee ee eae aa 797.56 

ISIC CCH Escenas re he ee Es 791.93 
$ 1,770.74 

Receipts: 

wissosicte MMoermbeorsiins 0 Sor i Ie oe Be 

Bible Women and Scholarships. eee ee 

Coaltonnc > Lutherans Home. 202 oe a 

Sir igitiGh ato NOrincie te. oes eel eh ee 

ONGC LITA yCln NING ea are ae Re ee ee 

Ware ere er Gili ee EES PE er eee eee ee Os eae ee 

CBP Cre tos (16 | Ae Ci Se EE a lee a ee A 

Or vai lng tite saan ee eB EE raed tee ee ae ae a ROE 

RTE USCS oe ie te oe be eee ae es SEU Ge Se eee a oe 

PENTOSE GCM TN TANS ie ee a 3 

Life Memberships and In Memoriams.............-.----..0:--2---000ceeseee 1,880.00 

Thank-Offering (Triennial Emphasis).............222.---ce-c.-2-csceeceeeeee 6,176.57 

PAT AOTIRA ECTS DROASIIN TASTE «SUSTAIN es 168.30 

pres EN ORE ee ene ee ek ek So Oe en ye 1,285.11 

Sper eet ke Ya Fee eae EE AM dere ieee ee Oe ta ee OL ee 1a235 

Tyg crore ites 5 IS, 2 os Fe | Bc aOR eae oP re Ovo eee 1,414.00 

Clas eel Veet a ee ee 729.84 
$16,864.45 
$18,635.19 

Disbursements: 

To Miss A. Dorothy Drewes, National Treasurer. 13,210.45 

Officers’ Expenses 72.26 

Convention Expenses—National Officers 154.78 

Office Expenses—Printing, Stationery, etc 117.92 


Camp Yolijwa 1,285.11 
Home Missions—First, San Fran., Yreka & Honolulu... 1,500.00 
Paiilormic thera, HiGMe 2 es 212.50 
Lutheran Students Fellowship fund_........--2-------22------------------0- 3.00 


$16,589.08 16,589.08 


$ 2,046.11 
Balance on hand December 15, 1948: 

CELE Sn Pet ly 8 cen a Oe $ 50.00 
Decconeds- 40nd. ie 262.15 
Triennial convention fund. < 5.60 
Conaress tone) fr rors 126.05 
Synodical -“Specicl on ecencorene 458.56 
Synodical Fee... --ac-ccecceceneecencceeensecsncnnensenennsnaccsnneenensanesensenses 1143.75 

$ 2,046.11 


Mrs. H. E. Russell, Treasurer 
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The Women’s Missionary Society 
Synod of California 
When to Send in Funds 


DX ¢ Dxa yy * 
MARCH QUARTER—Treasurer’s Books Close March 15th 


Ceermercil PUMA Serco cde rcanneyentetermeseatioce Mp 10c per member per month 
Triennial Convention Expense Fund............ 10c per member per year 
Teeter OORT sca uo cen ac eget rapa sce oer ee ee Freewill 
Triennial Emphasis—Thank Offering.........--...2.-::---:---eeseeeeeeeeees Freewill 


JUNE QUARTER—Books Close June 15th 


@erercleb uric. ton 0 ese eee 10c per member per month 
Congress Travel Fund... 18. $1.00 or more per society per year 
indica: Lace- Travel: Fund iain Bo ee eee eee Freewill 
Decéonese Millie a ccshentse aioe $1.00 or more per society per year 
Triennial Emphasis—Thonk Offering.......2.0.22..-sesecseecsteeseeeee Freewill 


SEPTEMBER QUARTER—Books Close September 15th 


Cenercle nich Ne one ta tn he a 10c per member per month 
big (ole Yel jig => saeealetanite ONE a Bea Age ee ee =. 35c per member per year 
Synodical Speciahk. oa. $1.00 or more per member per year 
Box Work Money 

Triennial Emphasis—Thamnks Offering: ai... sie sncsrcdeacsucrencnersneece Freewill 


DECEMBER QUARTER—Books Close December 15th 


Cenerc cP und <q caida ee re ee 10c per member per month 
Chiristincs. Onleninty. S50. at etcee penscocsenurcnes este erence oe nen Freewill 
Thank Offering—Public Thonk Offering Emphasis................ Freewill 


ANY QUARTER 


Scholarships Calif. Lutheran Home Bible Women 
Life Memberships Contribution In Memoriams 


Please send reports on proper forms with each remittance, and | 
make checks payable to the Treasurer 


Mrs. H. E. Russell 
901 South 6th Street 
Burbank, California 
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REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


WHEREAS, with grateful hearts, we acknowledge God's guidance in serving 
Him throughout this past year, and 


WHEREAS, we humbly offer our thanks to Him for His manifold blessings, 


BE IT RESOLVED THAT; we continue in the way of those who have laid the 
foundation for the work of the W.M.S. in California, and acknowledge the 
rich heritage of the century of progress of our Lutheran Church in the 
Far West, and 


THAT, we express our appreciation to the Rev. J. George Dorn, D.D., and Mrs. 
Dorn of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church for the opportunity of uniting in the 
celebration of their Centennial Anniversary, in their historic Church, and 
to the members of St. Mark’s for their gracious hospitality, and 


THAT, we express our appreciation to the First Unitarian Church, The Rev. 
C. C. S. Dutton, Minister, for the opportunity of convening in their house of 
worship, and 


THAT, we express our most sincere appreciation to the Rev. J. P. Beasom, Jr., 
D.D., and the Centennial Committee for thir far-sightedess in planning for 
this history making convention and the opportunity given to the W.M.S. 
of participating in this effort of “Uniting for Christ,” and 


THAT, we express our humble appreciation for the inspiration of Dr. Franklin 
Clark Frey, and for his consecrated leadership, and 


THAT, we express our most sincere appreciation and hearty thanks to Mrs. 
C. W. Baker, Jr., and to Miss Nona Diehl for their most inspirational mes- 
sages and their workshop in preparing us for the work of the year ahead, 
and 


THAT, we express our most sincere appreciation to Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., who 
has so ably represented the California Synod W.M.S. on the Executive 
Board of the W.M.S. of the U.L.C.A., and for her untiring efforts in promoting 
new Societies throughout the Synod, and 


THAT, we express our appreciation to Mrs. Daniel P. Martin, President of the 
Augustana Synod W.M.S. for her greeting to the Convention and to the 
representatives of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, and the American Lutheran Church for their devotions 
on “Years of our Thankfulness,’’ and 


THAT, we acknowledge the years of service of Miss Louisa Miller in India as 
she now takes up service in the Synod of California and the home fields, 
and 

THAT, we express our appreciation to the Program Committee and those who 
so graciously took part in presenting these most interesting programs of 
inspiration and instruction, and that we acknowledge the presence of 
Pastor and Mrs. Hamme of Honolulu in high-lighting the success of the 
Ships for Hawaii project, and 

THAT, we express our appreciation to Mrs. P. J. Kramer and the Executive 
Board who has worked with her during the past triennium in furthering the 
work of the W.M.S. and 


THAT, we look to the past only as a guide for our work in the future and go 
forward in God’s name to open new frontiers in the name of the Church 
as we UNITE FOR CHRIST. 


MRS. ROBERT INSLEE, (Glendale), Chairman 
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A motion prevailed to accept report as a whole. 

The Committee on Nominations recommended for National Board Member 
the name of Mrs. P. J. Kramer and Mrs. Clarence Crouser as alternate. These 
names were accepted by unanimous vote. 

Mrs. Chas. Miley gave her report of Secretary's Findings. 

A motion prevailed to accept the reports as a whole. 

The Credentials Committee reported a final total of 287. Three Executive 
Officers, 13 pastors’ wives, 11 Synodical Officers and Secretaries, 138 dele- 
gates and 122 visitors. 


The Treasurer, Mrs. Russell, presented bills as follows: 


Dept Secretaries for year. eee ee $ 83.71 
Officers: Expenses) 2S es ee 62.39 
NatienainOfficers’’ Transporiction = ee 200.00 
Hawaitskep:=Lransportation==.5 = ee 100.00 
Officers Conver ExpPerrs Guess eal ee 72.98 
Misc uConviwhk pense 4. 2 ee er ee eee 24.17 

ORCL ipa 2 et aa i eee ie eS $543.25 


A motion prevailed that all bills be paid. 


The names of the delegates to the National Convention at Grand Rapids 
were presented as follows: 

Miss Helene Hjort, Mrs. P. J. Kramer and Mrs. Varblow as alternate from 
the Northern Conference. Mrs. Henry Scherer, Mrs. Robert Inslee, Mrs. Maynard 
Shoreen, and Mrs. H. E. Russell as alternate from the Southern Conference. 

A motion prevailed that the other alternate needed from the South be 
elected by Southern Conference. 

A motion prevailed that the nominees to National Convention be approved. 
A motion prevailed that the goal of one hundred percent (100%) Life Member- 
ship families be continued during 1949. 


Mrs. C. W. Baker combined with her final address, “Witnessing,” the instal- 
lation of Officers. 


Gifts of appreciation were presented to Mrs. Baker and Miss Diehl by Mrs. 
Crouser from the Convention. 


With all repeating the Missionary Benediction, the President declared the 


Fifty-seventh Annual Convention of the W.M.S. of the Synod of California 
adjourned. 


May 4, 1949, 3:30 P.M. 


A joint Synodical Tea was held at St. Mark's Lutheran Church for all five 
Synodical bodies. 


May 5, 1949, 11:00 A.M. 


A joint Synodical Brunch was held at St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, San 
Francisco. 


May 5, 1949, 7:00 P.M. 
A joint Synodical Banquet was held at the Whitcomb Hotel, San Fran- 
cisco. The Master of Ceremonies was The Reverend Dr. Harold L. Yochum, 
President Capital University. An address, “We Have A Date With Destiny," 


was delivered by The Rev. Dr. Morris Wee, Executive Secreta Luther 
. . . : ' ;, ‘ on 
Students Association, National Lutheran Council. zh 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Fifty-ninth Annual Convention 
OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod 


of California 


OF 
THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
HELD IN 
St. Luke’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
Huntington Park, California 
January 30 to February 2, 1950 


The Rev. Charles P. Smith, Pastor 
SYNOD ORGANIZED 1891 


Also Proceedings of the 


of the 
Fifty-Eighth Annual Convention 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Callfornia 
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The United Lutheram Publication House has opened 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR 
1950 


Presiden ttm. wisti in aaa ene eS a te 2 The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 
1650 Pacistrano Avenue, Glendale 8, California 

irs te ViiCCsPresicl sie ame Leis tere er Se cce naige ed The Rev. Robert S. Romeis 

1701 L Street, Sacramento 14, California 

Second: Vice-rresident=t-< =.) a The Rev. Carl V. Tambert 
233 South Kenwood Street, Glendale, California 

Secretary. see eee eee nee 0 Boers emi eee nS The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 

2940 - 39th Street, Sacramento 17, California 

J Wags YS tShb bg sh Shoe sen ee pa en 3 RN Di LY DR De llega -Mr. Carl A. Bell 
2844 Grand Avenue, Huntington Park, California 

SyGouetcni(oikone les by: MARI ATL ee Ned eek aN es cea The Rev. Henry Scherer, M.A. 


1329 S. Alvarado Street, Los Angeles 6, California 
Et eee oot ek Maree OS ee eT eet Ra! Ty Lae The Rev. Edward J. Hoick, D.D. 
1041 Leighton Avenue, Los Angeles 37, California 
TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D.; The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, The Rev. Carl 
V. Tambert, The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, Mr. Carl A. Bell 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, 
The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert, The Rev. Charles A. Miley, The Rev. J. Benner Weaver, 
Mr. Carl A. Bell, Mr. Fritz C. Noel, Mr. L. S. Johnston, Mr. Frants Jensen, 
Mr. Luther Vestergard 
THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
1950—The Rev. H. C. Lindsey, The Rev. J. Edward Oslund (convenor) 
1951—The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, The Rev. Dwight L. Miley 
1952—The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, The Rev. R. Bertram Reed 
THE FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
1950—The Rev. David E. Robison 
1951—The Rev. Milus Bonker (chairman) 
1952—-The Rev. Carl H. Moyer 
THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
1950—The Rev. Arthur Alm, The Rev. John P. Stump, The Rev. Edward J. Mattison 
1951—The Rev. Guy L. Hudson, The Rev. Frederick A. Smith, The Rev. Henry H. 
Kohler 
1952—The Rev. Clifford B. Holand (chairman), The Rev. Louis Mertz 
THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 
The Rev. Arthur Alm (Chairman), The Rev. Milus Bonker, The Rev. Theodore A. 
Youngquist, The Rev. G. L. Ulrich, The Rev. Herman Lucas 
THE PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL SECRETARY 
The Rev. Howard A. Lenhardt (Chairman), The Rev. Orval Awerkamp, The Rev. 
Franklin A. Swanson 
LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISORS 
The Synodical League—The Rev. Wm. Blough 
The Northern District—The Rev. Theodore A. Youngquist 
The Southern District—The Rev. Harold Lorimer 
COMMITTEE ON YOUTH CAMPS 
The Rev. J. Benner Weaver (Chairman), The Rev. Quentin P. Garman, The Rev. F. 
W. Heinecken, The Rev. Ross F. Hidy, The Rev. R. Bertram Reed, 
The Rev. David Robison 
THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Rev. H. Paul Romeis (Chairman), The Rev. Carl V. Tambert, The Rev. Robert 8S. 
Romeis, Mr. Leo Johnston, Mr. Wayne Pfundstein, Mr, Luther Vestergard 
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Mr. L. S. Johnston, Ch.; The Rev. Charles A. Miley, The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, 
Mr. Carl A. Bell, Mr. Frants Jensen 
THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Mr. P. O. Narveson (Chairman), Mr. Charles Hushaw, The Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler, 
The Rev. A. B. Schwertz, Mrs. Wm. Simpson 
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THE COMMITTEE ON REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 
The Rev. L. A. Failing (Chairman), The Rev. J. E. Ackerman, The Rev. Donald F. ’ 
Wagner, The Rev. John P. Stump, The Rev. Jack Glidewell 
THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 
The Rev. Frederick A. Smith (Chairman), The Rev. A. J. Soldan, The Rev. Glen O. 
Balsley, The Rev. Herman Lucas, The Rev. Philip Bergstresser 


THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 
The Rev. Henry Scherer (Chairman), The Rev. John C. Bitter, The Rev. Robert C. 
Wheatley, the Rev. Walter Stuhr, Mr. H. A. Weisman 


THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 
The Rev. Ross Hidy, Ch.; The Rev. A. J. Soldan, The Rev. Titus Scholl, The Rev. 
Fred Bartelt, The Rev. Wm. Bowman 


THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. Frank Clutz (Chairman), The Rev. Albert J. Shandrick, The Rev. Thomas J. 
Daly, The Rev. Elwood Schwenk, The Rev. Edward Hamme 


THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
The Rev. Donald Endter (Chairman), The Rev. John P. Stump, The Rev. Frank H. 
Clutz, The Rev. E. Dale Click, The Rev. Paul C. Wharton, Mr. Howard Logan 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 
Synodical Chairman—Mr. Howard Logan 
Northern Conference—The Rev. Glen O. Balsley, The Rev. Eldon Miller 
Southern Conference—The Rev. J. E. Ackerman, The Rev, Guy L. Hudson 


THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 
The Rev. Charles Smith, Ch; The Rev. Vlad B. Benko, The Rev. Willis Forsyth 


THE COMMITTEE ON MINUTES OF SYNOD 
The Rev. Kenneth Linton (Chairman), The Rev. August Claus, 
The Rev. M. John Fellner 


THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
The Rev. F. W. Heinecken, Ch.; The Rev. M. J. Fellner, The Rev. E. Dale Click, 
The Rev. George H. Lovekamp 
COMMITTEE ON HAWAII 
The Rev. H. Edward Hamme (Chairman), The Rev. Everett Jensen, The Rev. Thomas 
Allport, The Rev. Waldemar Hintz 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIPS OF THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 
Mrs. Dorcas Denitman, Director 


THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
Elizabeth Young, Director 
THE NECROLOGIST 
The Rev. Howard A. Anspach, D.D. 
THE CHAPLAIN 
The Rev. Carl H. Moyer, Chaplain; The Rev. Vlad P. Benko, Assistant 
TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 
DIVISION OF CURCH EXTENSION 
The Rev. Edward N. Spirer, Director; Mr. Carl A. Bell, 
The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D. 

THE BOARD FOR THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 
1950—The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Henry Scherer, Mr. F. Bowman 
1951—The Rev. J. P..Beasom, Jr., The Rev. Edward N. Spirer, The Rev. J. Benner 

Weaver 
1952—The Rev. Harold Lorimer, Mr. F. C. Noel, Mr. Luther Vestergard 
Appointive—Mr. Carl A. Bell, Mrs. Chas. S. Izenour, Mr, Henry Foster 
THE BOARD OF THE PACIFIC LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
1951—The Rev. Carl V. Tambert 1953—Mr. O. E. Nelson 
1952—The Rev. H. C. Lindsey 1954—Mr. Wm. Scheehl 
Ex-officio—The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr. 
COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 
The Rev. C. F. Crouser, Commissioner; The Rey. L. A. Failing, Assistant 
THE COMPTROLLER OF SYNOD 
Mr. Wayne Pfundstein 
ATTORNEY OF SYNOD 
Mr. Paul Breckenridge 
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MINUTES 
of the 


Fifty-ninth Annual Convention of the 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
~ of California 


The Fifty-ninth Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Calli- 
fornia was preceded by a meeting of 1096 members in the Civic Auditorium, Glen- 
dale, California, as a promotion for the Christian Higher Educational Year Appeal 
on the territory of the Synod. The Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, Secretary of the United 
ee Churches in America presented a stirring message, “Living A Thousand 

ives.” 


The Convention met on Monday morning in the First English Lutheran Church, 
Los Angeles, California. The Rev. Oscar Carlson, D.D., presented the first in a 
series of Knubel-Miller Lectures on the theme—’THE LAUNCHING PLATFORM FOR 
EVANGELISM — PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS.” The lectures were continued: 
in the afternoon and were followed by a meeting of the lay delegates to the Con- 
vention under the leadership of Mr. Leo Johnston, 


On Monday evening, The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., was installed as the 
President of Synod. In an impressive service held in the First English Lutheran 
Church, Los Angeles, Dr. Reinartz preached an inspiring sermon on ‘The Test of 
the Christian Life.” It was followed by a reception for the newly installed President 
at the church parlors. During the reception Dr. and Mrs. Beasom were presented 
with a silver coffee service from the Synod, a clergy vestment case from the Execu- 
tive Committee and a book of letters and testimonials from the pastors of Synod. The 
book was inscribed with the following testimonial: 


A TESTIMONIAL 


In the Name of God, the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 


We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, of 
the United Lutheran Church in America, assembled in this second inaugural 
service of the Reverend James Prince Beasom, Jr., Doctor of Divinity, as 
full-time President of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, January 
thirtieth, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred fifty, do hereby record 
our gratitude to Almighty God for the effective and consecrated leadership 
he has rendered to our beloved Lutheran Church, and 


We further record our admiration for and appreciation of the Reverend 
James Prince Beasom, Jr., D.D. for his outstanding devotion and sympathetic 
understanding. 


At the beginning of his second, full-time five-year tenure in the office 
of President, we assure him and his good wife, Mrs. Helga Beasom, of our 
affection, admiration and gratitude, and pray that they may have many 
more years in the service of Him, Whom we all serve, as our Blessed Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 


For the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. 


The Testimonial Committee 


FIRST SESSION 
Huntington Park, Calif., January 31, 1950 


The Rev. Oscar Carlson, D.D., presented the third of his lectures on the theme— 
“THE CHURCH'S SINGULAR TASK.” 

The Convention was officially opened by President Beasom, using the pre- 
scribed order. The roll of the Synod was called with seventy-four clergymen and 
fifty-seven lay delegates present. The Committee on Refererice and Counsel pre- 
sented the motion that we follow the printed program, except for the inclusion of the 
report of the Committee on Constitution and the meetings of the Conferences after 
the lecture on Tuesday afternoon. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The following guests were presented and welcomed to the Convention: 

The Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, Secretary of the United Luthran Churches in 
America, and the official representative to the Convention. 

The Rev. Oscar Carlson, D.D., Knubel-Miller Foundation Lecturer. 

The Rev. W. P. Hieronymous, Ph.D., President of Midland College. 

The Rev. Konrad Koosman, President of the California District of the American 
Lutheran Church. 

The Rev. S. O. Thorlaksson, representing Dr. Abbott Book, Executive Secretary 
Northern California-Western Nevada Council of Churches. 

The Rev. Clarence E. Naugle from the Pittsburg Synod, Supply Pastor at the 
Mission in Van Nuys, California. 

Chaplain David R. Kabele, Chaplain at the U. S. Naval Hospital, Long Beach, 
California. 

The motion prevailed that the guests and members of the Executive Committee 
be given a voice on the floor. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF SYNOD 


“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord.” Amen. 


“When all kinds of trials and temptations crowd into your lives ate. 
realize that they come to TEST your FAITH .. .” James 1:2,3. (Phillips 
Translation) 


The Year of 1950, which the Pope has declared a Holy Year, should be a year 
of rejoicing for all Christians. Instead, it is a year of sorrow. Men’s hopes for 
peace are being turned into a prolonged cold war. Immorality is being made to 
appear as moral. And greed seems to be the dominating note in world and personal 
affairs. 

1950 will be a crucial year for our Synod, a year of temptation, trial and test- 
ing. In it we shall learn whether we are just growing older or whether we are 
actually “growing up” in the service of our Lord. 

Faith and Life 


We have been passing through a period of rapid expansion. A large number of 
congregations have been added to our rolls, and our congregations have received 
many hundreds of new members. A great many of these have come from back- 
grounds that are strange to our manner of worship; some are newly born Chris- 
tians. During such periods of growth and integration, the church is tested, especially 
in its faith and life. Such is our experience now. 

Commercialism, selfish interests, bad habits and practices of worship, and the 
frills of this world are constantly disturbing our people. It appears to many to be 
much sounder to depend upon the strength of man than upon the Word of God. It 
definitely seems to be folly to go forth in faith in Christ to do His will, when the 
rational mind can find no tangible evidences of security. 

Our people must learn that only God's way is the right way. That the end does 
not justify the means no matter how urgent the situation may be. Instead, the Lord 
is always with His church, when it is His church and not the church of some indi- 
vidual or group who wish to have their way. And when He is with His church, 
blessings come, increases are noted, and a deepening of faith is evidenced in 
spiritual living and giving. 
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Preaching and Teaching the Word 


The preaching and teaching of the Word of God must be basic in the life of 
the congregations of Synod. Every organization, every family and every member 
should be led to a dependence upon the Lord through His word for guidance. The 
Home Altar should be stressed with greater emphasis. Every confirmed member 
should be helped to a true appreciation of the Holy Communion, so the despising of 
the Lord’s table will not occur by an abstinance from the Sacrament of the Altar. 
Church councils should give serious thought to the worship services of the church, 
so that they shall be Christ-centered, not only in the preaching of the sermon, but in 
the other avenues of the service and the fellowship of the saints. A warm and 
friendly welcome should be given to every stranger and visitor. There should not 
only be harmony in the music but also in the life of each congregation. Petty dif- 
ferences must give way to the greater purpose of the church, and personal opinions 
must always be governed by an understanding of the will of God. 

Weak faith and divided loyalties may give an appearance of the Church, but 
they lead to a false hope and a fool’s paradise. "The man who trusts in God, but 
with inward reservations, is like the wave of the sea, carried forward by the wind 
one moment and driven back the next. That sort of man cannot hope to receive any- 
thing from God, the life of a man of divided loyalty will reveal instability at every 
turn.” James 1:6-8. (Phillip’s Translation) 

The congregation that rejoices only in the outward appearances of growth and 
becomes discouraged at every worldly setback has lost a vision of its purpose. It 
must pray that the Holy Spirit might relight the flame of the passion for souls, until 
the whole is aglow with this determination. 


Weary in Well Doing 


Synod must not be satisfied with a recounting of achievement no matter how 
magnificent this may or may not have been. Nor should we permit our congrega- 
tions to become satisfied with what has been accomplished, for fear that they may 
become weary in well doing. Now is not the time nor is this the world in which 
we are to rest from our labors. Instead we must be inspired to greater heights of 
service, sacrifices of Christian love and deeper consecration to our God-given calling. 


There is no such thing as a saturation point in the church. Our members cannot 
be asked to do or to give too much. Such answers are a compromise with the devil. 
Believers in Jesus trust Him to lead them all the way, confident that He who com- 
mands can and will provide the means. If we will but do His will, He will grant 
to our people and pastors the strength and the money, while at the same time caring 
for all of the bodily needs of each. 

The congregation that does not trust the Lord to provide will be tempted to use 
the funds needed for the benevolent causes of the Kingdom to care for local needs 
and find that in so doing there is less and less to care for these current accounts. 


On the other hand the congregation that always meets its minimum benevolent 
goals as its primary task will discover that there is an overflowing supply to provide 
for the congregational wants. 


Congregational Education 


The primary tasks of the church are understood only after constant and careful 
teaching. It is clear that the benevolent side of the church envelope will not be 
sufficient to meet the benevolent needs of the larger church unless the membership 
is lead to a larger understanding of the duties of a believer in Christ to carry the 
Gospel throughout the world. 

Congregations cannot be excused from this larger obligation by using the lame 
excuse that all monies in the red side of the envelope are sent to the synodical 
offices unless the membership has been brought to an understanding of its spiritual 
rsponsibilities and the sum is sufficient to meet at least the minimum quota set by 
the Church under the leadership of Almighty God in its onnual convention. When 
the sum is not enough, greater stress must be given to these needs and other means 
must be found within the congregation to meet the primary requirements of the King- 


dom. 

The congregations should make their first obligation the benevolent apportion- 
ment of the church. When they have such faith, then the Lord of the church will see 
that there is enough to meet all other obligations. It will be a testing of the faith of 


our people to challenge them with this program. 
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Our Pastors 

Even as we are called of God into fellowship in His kingdom, so are those who 
give themselves in full time service called to be His ministers and pastors. Although 
God leads them through His call to a particular field of labor they are always to be 
pastors of the whole church. Thus the pastors have their first loyalty to God and 
to His larger Church, as they serve Him through the avenues of the local congrega- 
tion. 

Frequently, a sense of possessiveness is noted in both pastors and congrega- 
tions, which results in selfish practices to the detriment of the whole church. It 
must be constantly kept in mind that we are members of the one body in Christ, 
which cannot be separated by geographic or psychological borders. It will be a true 
testing of our faith to break down every semblance of this isolationism that we might 
unite in the launching out into the deeper water. 


Our 1950 Tasks 


We have-already stated that 1950 will be a crucial year for our Synod. This 
will be true for one dynamic reason. For the first time in about five years, not all of. 
our congregations have reached their minimum goals. This will be the cause for 
real sadness to the devout while those who are selfish may use it as an excuse for 
joining the ranks of the delinquent congregations. 

Can it be that synod shall make this a cause for serious prayer and study? Will 
each delegate and visitor be motivated to a new appreciation of the seriousness of 
this situation, so that each will feel morally obligated to make the apportionment of 
the church the primary concern of his congregation during the year 1950? 

Since the United Lutheran Church is making its appeal to membership of every 
congregation for $6,000,000 for Christian Higher Education, there may be a danger 
that our world-wide obligations through Lutheran World Action may be neglected. 
This dare not be the case. During the past year, a few of our congregations became 
delinquent in this responsibility, more than ever before. Some who gave larger 
amounts failed to reach these higher goals. Will 1950 continue this downward trend 
or will we as a church rise up to change the current? 

The Christian Higher Education Appeal will be popular throughout our synod, 
for it will mean that we shall have on our territory our first Lutheran institution of 
higher learning of our United Lutheran Church in America. It will mean the dawning 
of a new day and a greater church. We can ieel confident that our people will rise 
up to this opportunity to give if they are given the information -and the privilege. 
Our testing will be in removing all blocks to our people. 

When the total benevolence obligation is divided among our membership the 
sum each is invited to give is insignificant. It is based upon the lowest income level 
rather than upon the average or above the average, which is the case of most of 
our people. If we will but allow the Lord to have His way in our lives, this can be 
the convention of miracles, and we shall be privileged to see the glory of our God 
in a transfigured church. 


Gratitude to God 


This is the Lord’s church and we have been invited into it by the Holy Spirit. 
The church does not need us; we all need the church. We shall be eternally grateful 
unto God for His gifts in meeting these needs through His church. He has given to 
us so many with whom we are to share in these labors of Christian love. To each 
we express our appreciation. We shall not name any by name. It is not possible to 
judge who is the greatest in the kingdom. We will leave that to the Lord. Instead we 
would express our gratitude to every pastor and congregation and member, as well 
as the officers and secretaries of our U.L.C.A. and N.L.C. Everyone deserves this 
commendation. 

What a glorious privilege we possess in Christ to have fellowship with this 
vast company of the saints. Not only are we united with those who are our co-. 
laborers upon earth, but we are one with the church triumphant and the other 
hosts about the throne of grace. We walk in the company of the King of Kings, with 
all power at our disposal. Herein is our joy. This changes a year of sorrow into 
one of great rejoicing. 1950 the crucial year will be our year of Jubilee in Him and 
His church. In it, let us give our all to follow in His way. 


To assist us in accomplishing this, your president very humble suggests that we 
Make 1950 a Synodical Year of Jubilee 
by: 


1. Appointing a committee on Faith and Life charged with the task of assist- 
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ing our pastors and congregations to a deepening of our Christian faith and 
life that we fail not the Lord of the Church in this crucial year. 

Daring our pastors and congregations to place the synodical apportionment 
as the first obligation of each congregation. 

Challenging all of our people to a crusade of Evangelism, that every member 
might bring another to Christ and membership in His Church. 

Presenting to the membership of our synod the opportunity of serving the 
Lord through Lutheran World Action, “Love’s Working Arm.” 

Setting aside a Synodical Sunday of Jubilee, at which time we shall en- 
deavor to have every member present at the services of the Lord, bringing 
a Jubilee offering for Christian Higher Education. 

At this convention of Synod your president will be installed for a five year 
term. He accepts his election as a call from God. He does not presume to know all 
of the answers to the problems, nor does he feel able to carry the tremendous 
responsibility that lies ahead, but he confidently relies upon the Lord for strength 
and guidance and seeks the prayers of the whole synod to sustain him and to keep 
him faithful to his task. 


Ce ae omer 


Official Acts and Statistics of the President of Synod: 
RESIGNATIONS: 


February 1, 1949, The Rev. Frankllin A. Swanson, Transfiguration, Los Angeles. 
March 1, 1949, The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman, St. John’s, Gardena 

June 1, 1949, The Rev. John B. Nield, St. Mark's, Los Angeles 

August 15, 1949, The Rev. Albert Shandrick, St. Mark’s, San Francisco 
September 1, 1949, The Rev. John M. Fellner, First Lutheran Church, Glendale 
September 1, 1949, The Rev. Fred Bartelt, St. James, Richmond 

October 15, 1949, The Rev. Paul Keck, First Lutheran Church, Redlands 


INSTALLATIONS: 


January 2, 1949, The Rev. Donald Endter, St. Paul's, Los Angeles 

January 9, 1949, The Rev. Clarence Crouser, Grace, San Jose 

January 23, 1949, The Rev. John P. Stump, Church in Foothills, La Canada 
February 6, 1949, The Rev. Howard Lenhardt, Altadena, Alatdena 

April 24, 1949, The Rev. Vlad P. Benko, St. Peter’s, San Diego 

June 12, 1949, The Rev. Robert Wheatley, St. John’s, Gardena 

July 10, 1949, The Rev. Bertram Reed, Hollywood, Hollywood 

July 17, 1949, The Rev. Ross Hidy, St. Michael's, Berkeley 

September 11, 1949, The Rev. George Ulrich, Trinity, Manhattan Beach 
October 16, 1949, The Rev. John Fellner, St. Mark’s, San Fernando 
October 16, 1949, The Rev. Louis Mertz, Lakewood, Long Beach 

October 16, 1949, The Rev. Fred Bartelt, St. Mark’s, Los Angeles 
November 6, 1949, The Rev. Carl Moyer, St. James, Richmond 

December 11, 1949, The Rev. J. Emory Ackerman, Transfiguration, Los Angeles 
April 1, 1949, The Rev. Thomas J. Daly, Las Vegas, Nevada 


DISMISSALS: 
October 15, 1949, The Rev. Paul Keck, The Indiana Synod 


ORGANIZATION OF CONGREGATIONS: 


April 10, 1949, Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Manhattan Beach 
April 10, 1949, Our Saviour’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Alhambra 
April 24, 1949, St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church, San Fernando 
May 1, 1949, Epiphany Ev. Lutheran Church, San Leandro 
May 8, 1949, St. James Ev. Lutheran Church, Redding 


DEDICATIONS: 
February 27, 1949, Lutheran Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church, Burbank 
February 27, 1949, St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Gardena (parsonage) 
May 1, 1949, St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church, Vallejo 
July 17, 1949, St. Andrew's Ev. Lutheran Church, San Mateo 
August 21, 1949, St. Luke’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Huntington Park 
September 4, 1949, Lihue Ev. Lutheran Church, Lihue, T.H. (parsonage) 
September 11, 1949, St. Peter's Ev. Lutheran Church, San Diego 
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November 6, 1949, Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Richmond (parsonage) 

December 6, 1949, St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Sacramento (re-dedication) 

December 11, 1949, Altadena Ev. Lutheran Church, Altadena 

December 11, 1949, Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara (re-dedication) 
Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, JR., President 


The motion prevailed that the President's report be received and that he be 
asked to emphasize the important points in the report. The motion prevailed that the 
report be referred to the Committee on the President's Report. 


The Rev. Henry Scherer presented the report of the Statistician. 


REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


The Parochial Report Sheets posted at this Convention of Synod are a part of 
the report, and will be submitted to the Secretary of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, with the individual report sheet of each congregation. 


This has been another year rich with blessings of God upon our labors as 
congregations and a Synod. 


This year’s early reports from churches under 300 communicants: 1. San Lean- 
dro, Pastor Franklin Swanson; 2. Fresno, Wartburg, Pastor J. C. Bitter; 3. Los 
Angeles, Transfiguration, Pastor J. Emory Ackerman. The early reports from larger 
congregations were: 1. Oakland, First, Pastor Donald E. Wagner; tied with Richmond, 
Grace, Pastor Milus W. Bonker; 3. North Hollywood, Pastor Edward N. Spirer. 


Some of the increases over 1948: 
Child VAGCOSSIONS mrec-ccon eters: meecteen eet enone 273 
Adult: MA CCOSSIONS Atel e sts oe Seats ene eee 401 


(With five new missions giving us 467 adult accessions and 238 child acces- 
sions—it doesn't make 1949's soul-winning compared with 1948 anything to grow 
lyrical about.) 


Baptized membership grew 2211 or 7.81% to reach 30,342 
Confirmed membership grew 1228 or 6.85% to reach 20,577 
Communing membership grew 1083 or 8.06% to reach 14,519 
Other increases: 


Meni smoroups en ee eee PAW EASY Bom Me 1S aE cae 42. members 
WiGMMGN S/; GLOUDS icc lc ek ns eee LARP SSMS LS) Ne Ss By OR 110 members 
Mixed groups .............. See een eee ee.) 219 members 
Youth groups Staite 6 tte Be 145 members 
KO CRO CIUITNONS Fer cise lecensecde Soqecevevsnte Se cee ne eee ie 266 
enmiMery:  StUCOm tS 2c..ciecccacc sss a ee ee en 1 
Students ini siutheran, schools:......stctencceeee nae > ee 2 
Studentsinothén collegessie se cee Se eae ee 65 
Property: Miley tsrereccncecetecte.ccece toc UR es a $361,557 
Debt grew but $207,235 
Congregation ali-Sxpenses ei tes te. ap eles nee el eee ee $122,098 
Apportionments eo Sree 0 eee Rev ae ee 6,226 
PotclMES Den GARGS yu. cocesacet teh yeas eee Sn $136,288 


May God make us better stewards in 1950. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY SCHERER. 
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CALIFORNIA SYNOD GROWTH 


Commun. Member Rankin Apportmt. Rank in 
Year Member. Gain % ULCA Paid ULCA 
1949 14,519 1083 8.06 $106,565 
1948 13,436 861 6.85 15 (tie) - 100,307 13 
1947 12,575 1800 16.80 18 58,637 14 
1946 10,775 1785 19.86 19 48,168 15 
1945 8,990 1277 16.53 19 38,812 15 

No. of Rank in S.S. Property Total Rank in 
Year Churches ULCA Pupils Value Expends. ULCA 
1949 66 9683 $4,164,863 $1,077,984 
1948 61 16 8346 3,803,306 941,696 ll 
1947 59 16 7751 2,923,529 759,155 10 
1946 52 17 6480 2,188,774 590,050 13 
1945 46 18 5367 1,595,185 441,561 13 


Dr. Reinartz paid tribute to the excellent work done by Pastor Scherer. The 
motion prevailed that the report be adopted. 


The Rev. Frederick A. Smith, Th.D., presented the report of the Committee on 
the Constitution. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 


The first reading of the following proposed amendments was made at San 
Francisco Convention, May 1949. The document has been submitted to the Committee 
on Constituent Synods of ihe United Lutheran Church in America from whom we’ 
have received suggestion for a few minor changes in wording, none of which 
change the spirit of the amendment, but rather to clarify, and with these changes 
is their statement “—finds nothing in the proposed amendments contrary to princi- 
ple or sound policy.” 

These changes in wording have been incorporated in the following paragraphs: 

It is recommended that ARTICLE III,.SECTION I, PARAGRAPH 2 of the Con- 
stitution shall be amended to read: 

The office of the President shall be a full time salaried position. Election 
shall take place at a regular convention of Synod. Terms shall be five years, to 
begin July first following the election. The President shall not be assigned to 
either Conference. 

It is recommended that ARTICLE III, SECTION 5, PARAGRAPH 1 of the Con- 
stitution shall be amended by: 

Substituting the words "July first’ for ‘’Immediately.” 

It is recommended that ARTICLE III, SECTION 5, PARAGRAPH 1 of the Con- 
stitution shall be amended to read: 

The Presidents of the Conferences shall be the Vice-presidents of Synod. 
They shall be elected for two years, one to be elected each year at a regular 
conference meeting during the Convention of Snyod. The Vice-president serving 
his second year shall be the First Vice-president of Synod. 

In the event of the death, removal or constitutional disqualification of the 
President of Synod, the Vice-presidents shall assume this office in the order of 
their priority and shall serve until the new President, who shall be elected at 
the next annual convention of Synod, takes office. 

The Vice-presidents of Synod shall render, at all times, such assistance as 
the President of Synod may request. 

It is recommended that ARTICLE VI, SECTION I, PARAGRAPH 1 of the Con- 
stitution shall be amended to read: 

There shall be an executive committee of the Synod consisting of the 

~ President, Vice-presidents, Secretary and Treasurer and one clergyman and two 
laymen frorn each Conference. The President and Vice-Presidents are elected 
as specified elsewhere in this Constitution; the Secretary and Treasurer shall 

be elected annually by Synod; the members at large shall be elected for a 
period of two years, one half of them to be elected each year. Their terms shall 
begin immediately after their installation with the exception of that of the Presi- 
dent, which shall begin on July Ist following his election. 

In order that the terms of the third and fourth recommendations may be carried 


out: 
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It is recommended that at the annual convention at which these provisions 
become effective the Northern Conference shall elect for one year and the Southern 
Conference for two years. Thereafter they shall alternate in the annual elections 
for the offices involved in these amendments. This first election shall also establish 
the First Vice-Presidency in the Northern Conference for this first year which will 
be the beginning of the alternations. 

It is recommended that ARTICLE V, PARAGRAPH IIb of the By-Laws of this 
Synod shall be amended by the addition of the words "but at no time shall there 
be fewer than two laymen and two clergymen from either Conference.” 

The Committee has made much study on the subject of the complete revision 
of the Constitution. The work cannot be completed, however, until the revision of 
the Model Constitution for Synods is completed by the ULCA. When the preliminary 
draft of the proposed revision has been prepared a copy will be placed in the 
hands of each pastor of Synod with the request for specific criticism and sugges- 
tion for the guidance of the Committee in their final preparation preliminary to the 
“first reading.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
FREDERICK A. SMITH, Th.D., Chairman. 


‘The motion prevailed that the change in Article III, Sec. 1, Paragraph 2 of the 
Constitution recommended by the report be adopted. 

The motion prevailed that the recommended change in Article III, Sec. 5, Para- 
graph 1 of the Constitution be adopted. 

The motion prevailed that the recommended change in Article IV, Sec. 1, Para- 
graph 1 be altered to read; 

“their terms shall begin immediately after their installation, with the 
exception of that of the President, which shall begin on July first, fol- 
lowing his election.” 

The motion prevailed that the manner of selecting the members at large on the 
Executive Committee before the meetings of conferences be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Constitution for study. 

The motion prevailed that the recommended change in Article V, Paragraph 
II-b of the By-Laws of the Synod be adopted. By common consent, the word “less” 
was changed to the word “fewer” in this paragraph. 


The report of the Committee as a whole is adopted. 


The motion prevailed that the following be approved as the official committees 
of the Convention: 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


President’s Report 
Rev. Donald Emdter, Chairman; Rev. Milus Bonker, Mr. Harry Hahn, William 
Ironside. 
Claims Committee 
Rev. Henry Scherer, Chairman; Mr. Carl Bell, Mr. Wayne Pfundstein, Rev. 
Clarence Crouser. 
Letters and Papers 
Rev. J. Wm. Bowman, Chairman; Rev. Willis Forsyth, Lester Bierbaum, Glen 
Jackson. 
Tellers 
Rev. Don Wagner, Chairman; Rev. Glenn O. Balsley, Etton Hobbs, Don V. 
Peterson. 
Publicity 
Rev. Charles Smith, Chairman; Rev. Albert Schwertz, D.D., Charles Hushaw. 
Convention Reporter to the Lutheran: 
Rev. Albert B. Schweriz, D.D. 
Chairmon of the Laymen’s Meeting 
Leo Johnston. 
Excuses 
Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Chairman; Rev. Erwin Vosseler, Dr. Frank Jensen. 
Assistant to the Secretary 
Rev. Howard A. Lenhart. 


The session was adjourned and was followed by meetings of the Laymen and 
the Ministerium. ‘ 
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SECOND SESSION 
Huntington Park, Calif., 2:00 P.M., Jan. 31, 1950 


The afternoon session was opened with a lecture by Dr. Oscar W. Carlson, 
eee “THE SEMANTICS OF EVANGELISM—THE WORLD IN SEARCH OF 


The motion prevailed that the report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel 
be adopted. 


The Secretary of Synod presented: 


REPORT OF THE MINISTERIUM 
of the 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


The Ministerium of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California met at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church in Huntington Park, California, on Tuesday, January 31, 
1950. The meeting was opened with Prayer led by the Reverend Albert B. Schwertz, 
D.D. The Examining Committee presented the following report: 

“The members of the Examining Committee have met in two sessions, one 
at First Church, Los Angeles, and St. Luke’s in Huntington Park. The 
Committee examined the transfers and met with four Pastors who are to be 
received at this session of Synod. Following these meetings, the committee - 
recommends that the following Pastors be received into the Synod of Cali- 
fornia: 


By Letter of Transfers 
Everett J. Jensen, from New York Synod to Hawaiian Islands as Board Mis- 
sionary; R. Bertram Reed, from Synod of Northwest to Hollywood Lutheran 
Church; Carl H. Moyer, from Ministerium of Pennsylvania to St. James, 
Richmond; Jack Glidewell, from Indiana Synod to St. Paul's, Globe-Miami, 
Arizona. 


Upon recommendation of Executive Committee: 

Thomas Allport, Pastor of Lihue Lutheran Church, Lihue, T. H., transferred 
from Pacific Synod. 

"The application of Ragnor Kjeldahl was tabled pending his appearance 
before the Committee. 

"We recommend the Ministerium request the Executive Committee of Synod 
to work out a plan whereby the Examining Committee and the Committee 
on Ministerial Aid be more closely co-ordinated or if possible and feasible 


that the Committee become one.” 
(Signed) J. EDWARD OSLUND. 


The motion was made and seconded that the Rev. Ragnor Kjeldahl be accepted 
by the Executive Committee upon recommendation of the Examining Committee. The 
motion prevailed that this matter be referred back to the Examining Committee for 
further study and later report. 

The motion was made that the situation of Dr. S. O. Thorlaksson be referred 
to the Examining Committee for study. The motion was seconded. The motion was 
lost. 

The motion prevailed that the meeting be adjourned. The Rev. Clarence F. 
Crouser led in the closing prayer. 

PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary. 


' 


The motion prevailed that the report on the meeting of the Ministerium pre- 
sented by the Secretary be adopted. Pastors Carl Moyer, R. Bertram Reed, Everett 
Jensen, Thomas Allport and Jack Glidewell were received into the Synod and 
welcomed by the President. 

The motion prevailed that the materials of the Convention of the Synod be 
mailed daily to Pastor Edward Hamme and Thomas Allport by air mail, 
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The President of Synod presented: 
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE CORPORATION 


OF 
THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME FOR THE AGED 


Your Board for the California Lutheran Home for the Aged is happy to report 
its completion of its second full year of operation without a deficit in its operating 
account with many improvements and additions to the capital assets of the corpor- 
ation. The Board wishes to express its gratitude to Almighty God who has so 
abundantly blessed the efforts of all who are involved in this Kingdom work. Appre- 
ciation must be expressed, likewise, to Genevieve Lyon, R.N., and the members 
of her staff. They are: 

Emma Boell 

Mary Evans 

Edith Gunnerud 

Jack Lyon 

Margaret Muskavitch 

It has been the privilege of the Home to serve twenty-six guests and bring cheer 
to many others. 

Two additional cottages have been erected bringing the total assets of the 
corporation to over $140,000.00. The indebtedness on the Home has been reduced 
‘to $20,000.00. The Board would call attention to the needs of the Home to the 
members and friends of the congregations of Synod. The Indebtedness of the Home 
should be eliminated and gifts and bequests for this purpose are hereby solicited 
and urged. Regular contributions from the congregations and organizations of the 
ccngregations for the operating expense of the Home should be enjoyed by all of our 
congregations no matter how small or how large these may be. The annual ingath- 
ering of food stuffs for the Home should be a regular event for all of our people. 


Your Board is making plans to increase the capacity of the Home so that there 
will be added opportunity for applications from our aged members and friends. 
From time to time, the pastors should call attention to the Home for the Aged to 
their elderly members, inviting their application for residency at the Home. Primary 
consideration is always given to members and friends of the California Synod, al- 
though the guest list is not limited to these. It is well that all of our congrega- 
tions should continue an active interest in the Home through announcements and 
participation from time to time. 

The financial report of the Home will be found in the report of the Comptroller 
of Synod. 


Once more your Board would like to express to all who have had a part, its 
appreciation, especially would the Board wish to commend the various Chapters 
of the Women’s Fellowship of the California Lutheran Home, the Board of Social 
Missions of the United Lutheran Church in America and the Social Mission Society 
of the Southern Conference of our Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, JR., President 


The report was adopted. 


The report of the Committee on Publications was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


Our United Lutheran Publication House has come a long ways in the publica- 
tion of books in the last few years. It can truly be said that in Lutheran circles we 
are a leader in this field. During 1949 such titles as FAITH OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH, COMMENTARY ON ROMANS, WE BOW OUR HEADS, MORE THAN 
BREAD which have come from our press are books of whcih we may be justifiably 
proud, During this period of intense new Luther study, we have come forth with 
books of timely significance. Beginning with Kantonen’s RESURGENCE OF THE 
GOSPEL back in ‘48, we have continued with titles like LET GOD BE GOD, RE- 
INTERPRETATION OF LUTHER, DOCTRINE OF THE WORD, FAITH OF THE CHRIS- 
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TIAN CHURCH and Nygren’s COMMENTARY ON ROMANS. Soon there will be a 
new Book of Concord. 


Our first venture into the children’s field has met with fine acceptance. WE 
BOW OUR HEADS, a book of children’s prayers, beautifully illustrated and com- 
piled is worth your inspection. In connection with the great interest in Luther, a 
print with a short biography is offered at small cost for quantity distribution. Also 
available in a framed picture of about I] inches square. The leadership texts are 
all being revised and many entirely re-written. These are much more attractive and 
generously illustrated. Heinecken’s new text, BASIC CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS has 
teceived a wide appeal for adult instruction groups and bible classes. Additional 
beoks in these series will be coming too. A new Nursery packet is available and 
the old one has been revised, and we now offer two different packets for the family 
where there are two children under three. 


Our Publication House continues to provide all pastors with the materials of the 
Pastor’s Desk Plan Book which is a costly service each year. Believe us when we 
say that this Book is the envy of many of the other Lutheran brethren. The Lutheran 
continues to require a large subsidy each year and this will continue until the sub- 
scription list far exceeds 100,000 copies. 


The response to the Los Angeles Branch has been most encouraging. The pur- 
chases of the sister Lutheran bodies has been very fine. We still have not broken 
down entirely the buying at older houses than our own here in Los Angeles, and we 
still find many people in our congregations who do not know about the Los Angeles 
Branch. Others still purchase at the store nearest them regardless of the fact that 
phone orders and mail orders receive prompt attention. We have begun to touch 
some of the other denominations but only in the field of ecclesiastical arts. 


The gross sales for the fiscal year 1948-49 of the Los Angeles store were over 
$53,000. This was an increase of some $18,000 over the previous year. The current 
year may exceed last year’s figure. The store is having its largest monthly sales 
this year. The store is for one purpose, to serve the pastors and the congregations. 
If it fails in this regard, then it has no purpose for existence. Each one of you is a 
stockholder in the U.L.P.H. If the store can serve you, it stands ready to do so. 
Your comments and suggestions concerning present and needed publications, as 
well as the service of the U.L.P.H. are always welcomed. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS. 


The following reports were adopted by motion: 
PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


Those of us who took an active part in the program of the Parish and Church 
School Board during 1948 will not soon forget the program encouraged and directed 
by the Board known as the Enlistment Program, the purpose being to increase our 
membership rolls. For the year 1949 the chief stress of the Board was in the devel- 
opment of leadership and teaching ability of our present workers. Wisely the Board 
has felt the need of a properly equipped and properly instructed staff to hold and 
develop the new recruits resulting from the enlistment program. 


After his visit amongst us, during the days of May 15th and June Ist, and in 
connection with our Leadership Education Program, pastor Lawrence M. Reese 
reports some disappointment in the over all attendance. However, he is quick to 
report some “top notch” meetings in many instances. In his opinion there is a very 
real need for building parish education into the very busy schedule of our congre- 
gations on the west coast, particularly when we think that more than 80% of our 
church membership ordinarily comes up through the church school channels. It is 
the hope of the Board that first of all, some new ideas for the improvement of our 
leadership in local congregations were dispersed, and secondly, that placing practical 
tools in the hands of our people will inspire them to do an increasingly efficient 
job as well as establish leadership classes and school to which they can turn for 
more help. ; 

A summary of the report indicates a total of thirty-eight congregations repre- 
sented at the meetings with thirty pastors present and a total of three hundred and 
seventy lay workers participating. The largest group was that of Faith and Grace 
churches, Phoenix, Arizona. They announced an attendance of sixty-four. Pastor 


19 


Earl §. Rudisill will meet with the committee just prior to the meeting of synod to 
present the project of 1950. 
Respectfully, 
ORVAL AWERKAMP, Secretary 


REPORT OF CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 


The establishing of the units of CHILDREN of the CHURCH has made little or 
no progress in 1949. Several letters have gone out to all pastors of synod, and one 
inquiry requiring a response on an enclosed postcard. Less than half of the post- 
cards were returned and the tally was as follows: 

CHILDREN of the CHURCH units operating. ..........c-sssseeeee-ececeneeeeetenees 
CHILDREN of the CHURCH units disbanding 
CHILDREN of the CHURCH units under consideration..........---.--:---+-+- 13 

Some few have perused the material put out for the use of CHILDREN of the 

CHURCH, but their use is confined to D.V.B.S. for the most part. 

Receipts for 1949 

Holly WO0d  .u.ececescossseceeessececseeceeeenseseesacnensesssensnscsessseenasessseaeanssesnssnsnenarsenensenanenecesacsnnaeeeaased 

Long Beach, Trinity Church............... 
North Hollywood, St. Matthew’s .... 
PHoomie; 7 CULM) S:. ciecsesutacteneee trees 


Sacramento, St. John’s .........--...- 75.00 
Sacramento, St. Paul's ......... 50.00 
Son VBEEMGPCING,, First ocscecss eras case les caeee ore n oa taeecen dasvaa sane tncWaesennescedeetendabeNee=cpseessoaceataseeoase 9.21 

$307.92 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. EDWARD N. SPIRER 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 


During the past year your committee has been consulted by various pastors 
and churches regarding the purchase of organs, securing of choir directors and 
organists, vestments for the choir, and other matters pertaining to music in the 
church. We trust that we have been of some assistance to those making inquiries. 

We would respectfully call the attention of the pastors and churches to the 
Statement on Vestments which was submitted to the United Lutheran Church in 
America at its 12th Biennial Convention at Omaha, October 16, 1940, and which 
appears on pages UL-125 to UL127 of the Pastor’s Desk Book. This report sets forth 
a reasonable and sound view of the proper vestments for both clergy and choir 
according to the principles of our Luthern Confessions and the spirit of worship 
which prevails in our Church. Those who by reason of “local tradition or indi- 
vidual caprice’’ insist upon other standards should at least consider fairly the 
general practice of the Church. There is no virtue and a real danger in excessive 
formalism and insistance upon artificial devices for the "beautifying’’ of the service. 
But there is equally little virtue and an even more real and subtle danger in a 
sanctimonious devotion to “plainness.”’ God is not served by forms and rituals which 
have no meaning; but He is served when, through the discriminating use of music, 
liturgy, and vestments, along with an educational program which will endow these 
forms with meaning and make them moving symbols, the hearts and minds of the 
people are enriched and made more accessable to the searching of the Holy Ghost. 


Respectfully submitted, : 
THE REV. CHARLES SMITH, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINUTES OF SYNOD 


Having examined the minutes of Synod for the 1949 Convention held in St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, San Francisco, California, May 1-5, 1949, we believe them to be 


in good order and accurately presented with the exception of item VIII B, page 55, 
which should read: 


Double -dppertionmont, of sOIC Accs ten a tect rsa ce eee ee ee $26,322.00 
£035 12h Geen eiari ter tnak Wer preen Uae + essa NAR Vea rey eC hile dems ph ON Tae 5,000.00 
Synodical”Misslons's wits cm tgs stens che carceeeee recat ee ae een ee 5,000.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
WM. HERBERT BLOUGH, Chairman. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


To review the accomplishments of the Women's organizations of the Church is 
always an inspiration. 

With Christian vigor they have moved forward in many ways, both spiritual 
and material to bring into reality the holy commission of Christ who is their King. 

In addition to the support of Missions at home and abroad they have constributed 
substantially to the California Lutheran Home for the Aged, and as a special project 
helped to finance a missionary to Hawaii. 

Faithful women throughout the church then labor serving the Sunday School, 
the Luther League and choirs ever doing the One Thing Needful and your com- 
mittee highly commends these loyal souls for their unfailing love for the Lord's 
Kingdom. 

Respectfully submitted, _ 
F. W. HEINECKEN, Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSION SOCIETY OF THE 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The Social Mission Society of the Southern Conference, affiliate of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of California and the Lutheran Welfare Conference in 
America, operative in the Southern Conference, aiding individuals and families with 
temporary assistance with grants in amounts requested by pastors and funds 
available. / 

By action of the Board of Directors the California Lutheran Home for the Aged 
was made our priority objective for the year. In addition tracts for the use of the 
Chaplain in both Lutheran Hospitals “Messages for the Day'’ have been supplied 
as in former years. 

The only source of revenue comes through memberships annually $1.00 or 
more and by special gifts, also the Samaritan Society grants according to provisions 
in its Constitution as their first beneficiary. 

The advice and counsel of President of the Synod, Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr., in 
our Board meetings for the year have been greatly appreciated. 

Report of the treasurer for the year beginning January 1, 1949, to December 31, 
follows: 


Balanco—Jamiuenry. 1, 1949. i. nxith. scbscsccaleae-cussctetonnzesecdesasre a2 $1874.78 
Samaritan Society Grants ..........2.--+-+- Re 600.00 
Membership and Special Offering 29.30 
$2504.08 

Disbursements: 
@alifommice Lattheran homie: for ithe Ager... 6 iciscs-deecesencenastasucsascneracereestesoneses $1200.00 
Family and Individual Relief Pecaesatereccasee 287.78 
POCICLC es NICSE LU NETS Me eas OM re ee ease ee ce sors ae gies hotaar lived -ceeiacr ao vaussastussosbalescoueesere*s 50.00 
EieSSerCraSt TON MNO wl chyaqe (S1OSIONCLS) sec ccpecs nee cseccs scteercvanechaceusossvepcereteeserarateaes> 22.50 
Membership Dues in Lutheran Welfare Conference in America...........- 5.00 
$1566.28 
Balance in Treasury—January 1, 1950...0..2..22.-.----ececsssesesseesenesennecee $ 938.28 


ALFRED W. AUGUSTINE, Treas. 
HENRY IRVING KOHLER, Pres. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS 


The Foreign Missions Committee wishes to focus the attention of Synod upon 
the excellent materials that are available for the educating of our congregations in 
the work of foreign missions. “Our Mission Front’’ is an excellent condensation of 
the work of all of our mission fields and should be placed in every home. A new 
folder of audie-visual materials is also available from the board office at 231 
Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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A number of congregations have parishes or projects abroad to stimulate foreign 
mission interest. Special projects are available for support in any amount. desired. 

The new board film, “Fujita—Orphas in Japan,” is available through our 
publication office. 

Full cooperation in the Epiphany appeal affords the congregation an excellent 
opportunity to teach the Sunday School pupils of the Kingdom's work over seas. It 
will bring a real blessing. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MILUS W. BONKER 
DAVID E. ROBISON 


TITUS SCHOLL 


STATE OF THE CHURCH 


We can well praise God for another year of rich blessings. 


With a national goal of 10% annual increase in communing membership, Synod 
gained 1,083 or 8.06%. Of the 61 churches reporting in 1948, 25 gained 10% or 
more in communing membership: Altadena, Culver City, Lakewood, Los Angeles 
First English, Los Angeles Transfiguration, Lihue, La Canada, Monterey Park, Oak- 
land First, Phoenix Faith, Pomona, Reno, Sacramento St. John’s, Sacramento St. 
Paul's, San Diego St. Peter’s, San Diego Christ, San Francisco Temple, San Jose, 
San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Tucson, Vallejo, Westwood, Whittier, Yreka. 

Growth in Synod has been so rapid that 18 congregations with a gain in com- 
muning members lost in comparative standing. 

The ten top churches in membership gains list 3 new churches in baptized, 3 
confirmed and 5 communing. 


Total giving has increased, but giving per confirmed member dropped from 
1948's $48.67 down to $40.23. 


Only 3 congregations failed to meet apportionment by 100%. 


Seventeen churches growing into another higher hundred communing members 
are: Glendale 1000, Los Angeles First English 800, Sacramento St. John’s 700; Long 
Beach Trinity 500, Inglewood and Pasadena 400, Oakland First (back again), Phoenix 
Faith, Tucson 300, Riverside and Vallejo 200, La Canada, Long Beach Faith, Reno, 
San Fernando, San Leandro, Westwood 100. 

Confirmed membership shows Long Beach Trinity reaching 750, San Francisco 
St. Matthew and Vallejo topping 250. 


A number of congregations reached the next higher 250 baptized membership 


figure: Long Beach Trinity 1000, Inglewood 750, Phoenix Faith and Tucson 500, 
Altadena, Burbank, Gardena, Long Beach Faith, Santa Barbara, Whittier, 250. 


SOME GAINS 
1940 1949 
7,940,225 Populationsot: ourvterritory Mess ne eet en oe pe 12,127,000 
| 3(0) SYP Co Gute) slate (out ee yure euch Sasa a WM elem an ars Kena A Meee sf 51% 
13,689 Baptized members! an: Sy trod sic corners eee ee nee a 30,342 
Baptized Gain 122% 

.0017 Zo SULCA Woutherans in) populertior:cceac sone eee eee ea 0025% 

Wi, Baptized ULGA ‘per 10/000) populations. serene ce ege ees tee nn 20"% 
O02 Commiunicants (acng sek. eet el eee at recent Se ee a 14,519 
36 CRUDE STR eR ak PE OLE eos te 66 
$1,189,627 Property) ViGUIG! cetcteee ceeteoet ene cee ea esc ua aera eee $4,164,863 
23,403 Total “Benevolence sca soc tes sce eee eee ee ene ne 191,230 
176,438 Tote sBxpenditures ne ead. see oer ae ene ee 1,077,984 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY SCHERER 
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HOW WELL DO WE HOLD OUR MEMBERS? 


Rank 
in 
Synod 1949 1949 1945-1949 
5 year adult gain in 5 year gain 
gains ‘Congregation accessions communicants communicants 
DS Bele ley prienh a ae en oe Ss ue 12 loss 40 loss 27 
tieto4:: Fresno. ‘First @2.-. sec ES 48 6 26 
60. Fresno, St. Paul's 9 none ANS) 
(GYASt eiceiciglely NiWMendio\bhee (0 \ eee heey ney wheat 2 none i 
ISeirTOn Olu eee ae ae ee 69 loss 26 159 (4 yr.) 
HO OL alee, see ere se ete see OTN SL 9 15 30 (4 yr.) 
slm@Oaklend) First i253 se rene ees 62 26 82 
Hevolem@©akiand Ste Johnis) ...2.ac0. con 6 Z 30 
49. Redding 68 42 A2 (1 yr.) 
HOEAS wR ONO ms. er Seen Sete ee ie 29 21 101 (3 yr.) 
GiRichmond,, Grace: 2 ksccscceiiccssevscscoecskens 103 20 296 
tie 455 Richmond, Str Jamesif.. 2 oe. 7 loss 2 46 (4 yr.) 
42. Sacramento, First English................. 45 4 63 
Se socramento, jot. John s.c22.—..-2--.--.-.- 129 76 333 
TOS Sacramento; Ot POULNS: occ nccnclecesncee 26 23 91 
99. San Francisco, First English............ 9 4 19 
97. San Francisco, St. Mark’s..........-..-- 83 loss 34 21 
56. San Francisco, St. Mathew’s.........---- 24 none 22 
98, san. Francisco, Templo.:ccec..ciecc--ceccee 24 8 20 
ORO UA OCC Gime: ae cokes a ee er Te 8 4 30 
BOMiscinN OSOsae set re ee, Oe 65 30 74 
DA SS Gps EOC ARON es actus ets cine 129 101 101 (1 yr.) 
UOC VICHOO mee se nn ees ou 14 85 
UGRVicllojlom- ot eee Pe 84 66 139 
BA, Nive keratin oaeoee ee 17 17 52 
tie 33. Alhambra, Grace ............... Be eee 62 loss 20 80 
50. Alhambra, Our Saviour’s...........-..-.:-+: 54 40 40 (1 yr.) 
Pik JAI Me kolctelonter a: ae aoe ae ee aes Fete Rs 39 22 102 
loss Beverly Hills ......... Jat SLR MOR tess 26 loss 30 loss 24 
PAO WE, bia otecgl SS eel oe ee ale a ES SES ae 42 7 120|(1 yr.) 
VASE Uy ort City g: tascsc cick sacs tncsssecctorvotie dass 52 34 
HORA MEN mINIOT Ont ces aeetnac set cae seen OA Jacsecnss 1 1 45 (3 yr.) 
[iE YoCSF MN Se io PG Cs tice oa ann aera a 33 1 AS 
i HC Cave te dhs retest OSs fons Sa tet aCe ae 134 Zh 430 
Hao MEO LVN OOC ices o.oo er cwassex. cesceedudiastovereere 54 loss 163 26 
PonGosbitinHnGion Prk: §2cc<sccaec-sastsaccicosesseae 4l 16 80 
Bm INGIO WOO | qencsseseek erecta cect heacsasdodneccesns 93 34 229 
OWemeCheG CCC Clete er eee er nh es, 51 29 113 (2 yr.) 
AGRI CIRO WIOG Ciara. corte & sucve-cecvacesnaasosteraiouss 24 9 67 (3 yr.) 
C7 EO ots NX STO (6 1a eal ae 28 6 72 (2 yr.) 
V(r gio, Yop Aa{sco (ol ail Gout ie pe eee eae 39 8 106 
VamuOng, BEGCHS TITY ccs cascsercsnccocsecte 102 23 239 
9. Los Angeles, Advent.....2--.-..c.ccccesees 67 15 195 
Joss Los Angeles, Bethany...z...—-.........-.-< 28 3 loss 34 
2. Los Angeles, First English.................. 202 100 413 
loss' Los’ Angeles, St. Mark’s..:.............-- 9 loss 34 loss 11 
32. Los Angeles, Transfiguration............ 15 13 81 (3 yr.) 
tie 33. Manhattan Beach ...........-eceeeeeeoeee 97 80 80 (1 yr.) 
Bist 4B MOnTOLOY (PCT) sis csacccscstvsceccsttenesucseoneic’s 24 ) 46 
Howl 7an Nortit Holly woOd csvcencsscsserss edness ac ias 83 none 135 
rife PHAM Efe Glo Co (ovale ag ter ea epee eae ire la ee Tit 10 92 
AewPhoonix-srcuti) ues seca ee, per eh 103 324 
NOR Pio Sri e Gres. sic oncacsscoccssseetscamases 207 34 186 
tie 38. Pomona 19 16 71 (3 yr.) 
61. Redlands 4 loss 12 ll 
19. Riverside 102 15 131 
tie 17. San Bernardino 40 9 135 


HOW WELL DO WE HOLD OUR MEMBERS? (Continued) 


Rank 

sean 1949 1949 1945-1949 

5 year adult gain in 5 year gain 

gains Congregation accessions communicants communicants 
WlesSan Diego; Christ caesar 71 41 183 (3 yr.) 
Zen ovou rgd Dp Kyo fopay! a kit: | Pacha senate een ca Aaa ie Z 5/ 

tie 38. Sem Diego, St. Peter’s...:....c..cc0c.cc-co0 67 11 71 (4 yr.) 
VASE {Stouclel X=} yates avo lo} Peers erences Pee mene cee es 117 100 100 (1 yr.) 

LiOG Stooah(o™ Isfoodelosie a Seer meat Geren pene e 42 15 92 
T2epoamitee Moni Corp anc.te nee cet etel ote eee 79 18 162 

BURUCSOM: rect sstat cee aires temtch se teccneneae eee 110 39 312 

A) sAWGSEROOR | cso ep te ale 40 30 64 
USE aabhis ape sere ene e ee 56 34 141 (4 yr.) 


COMMUNICANT MEMBERSHIP OF AVERAGE CONGREGATION 


Gain over 
ULCA % Communing last year Year 
215 67.06% 4 1945 
224 68.26% fe) 1946 
225 68.01% 1 1947 
227 69.06% 2 1948 
1949 


Calif. Gain over 
Synod % Communing last year 
195 62.59% ie 
207 65.91% 12 
FANG: 70.67% 6 
220 68.92% 7 
220 70.56% 0 


COMMUNICANT MEMBERSHIP IN CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


Churches with membership of 


Year 100-199 200-299 300 and up Largest Congregation 
1894 5 1 none San Francisco, First Eng. 20g, 
1899 2 3 none San Francisco, First Eng. 216 
1904 7) 2 1 Sacramento, St. John’s 310 
1909 4 none 2 Los Angeles, First Eng. 323 
1914 6 none 3 Fresno, Wartburg 436 
1919 i/ 3 1 Los Angeles, First Eng. 484 
1924 ll 2 2 Los Angeles, First Eng. 650 
1929 14 3 2 Fresno, St. Paul's 433 
1934 13 3 1 Hollywood 336 
1939 12 6 3 Hollywood 400 
1944 8 ll 7 Glendale 578 
1949 23 6 18 Glendale 1008 
Number of Confirmed Percentage of Confirmed 
Year Members not Communing Members not Communing 
1949 6,058 29.44% 
1948 5,913 31.08% 
1947 5,219 29.33% 
1946 5,574 34.09% 
1945 5)373 37.50% 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE REV. HENRY SCHERER, Statistician 


REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 


The Archives of Synod have been kept up to date, and repose in a steel filing 


cabinet in the office of the President of § 


ynod. Assembled every ten years the 


Minutes duplicate copies have been neatly bound. The Archivist asks authority to 


continue this custom. 
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JOHN EDWARD HOICK. 


eet 


REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.” 
Rev. 14:13 


| The Rev. William H. Brandes 


The Rev. William H. Brandes, retired pastor of synod, died June 19, in Mt. Eden, 
Calif. He was 92. 

Born in Germany, Aug. 25, 1857, he was ordained in 1885 and served inde- 
pendent German Lutheran congregations in Petaluma, St. Helena, and Napa, Callif., 
until 1896 when he became a member of the California Synod. He served pastorates 
in Alameda and Sanger until 1930, when he retired from active ministry. 

Surviving are two sons, five daughters, fourteen grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service was conducted June 22 in Alameda by Dr. Earnest A. Trabert, 
pastor emitus of St. Michael's Church, Berkeley. 

The Rev. Homer L. Bosserman 


The Rev. Homer L. Bosserman, retired pastor living in Tucson, Ariz., died 
Aug. 9 at the age of 66. 

Educated at Wittenberg College and Chicago Seminary, Pastor Bosserman was 
ordained by the Ohio Synod in 1910, serving subsequently in Stoutsville, Ohio; 
Frankfort, Ind.; Minneapolis, Minn.; and Hicksville, Long Island. He was superin- 
tendent of Inner Missions in the St. Paul-Minneapolis area, and served in a similar 
capacity in Brooklyn, N. Y. He retired in 1935 to Tucson where he assisted in the 
founding and work of Our Saviour’s Church. 

Surviving are his wife, Lillian; a son, Homer, Jr., of Hicksville, N. Y.; a daughter, 
Mrs. Carolyn Bosserman Grover, of Florida; and a step-daughter, Lois, in Tucson; 
a brother, the Rev. D. Everett Bosserman, of Augsburg Church, Chicago; and two 
sisters and a nephew. 

The funeral service was conducted in Tucson by the Rev. Titus R. Scholl, pastor 
of the deceased. 

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Ball 

Mrs. Mary E. Ball (nee Messerly) aged 77, widow of the late Rev. Jessie W. 
Ball, Ph.D., passed suddenly to her eternal home on January 2, 1950, in Arcadia, 
California. 

Born in Ohio, she came to Los Angeles, California, with her parents at the 
age of twelve. On September 8, 1902, she married Dr. Ball. They served congre- 
gations in Kansas City, Mo., Lincoln, Nebr., Los Angeles, California, and Santa 
Monica, California. She served for five years as President, three years as vice- 
president and seven years as secretary of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Evangelical Synod of California; two years as president of the W.M.S. of the 
Southern Conference and one year as president of the Women’s Auxiliary of the 
California Lutheran Hospital. 

Three children survive; son, Alpheus Ball of New Jersey, and daughters, Mrs. 
Maud McCrea of Arcadia, California, and Miss Margaret Ball of Wellesley. Mass., 
and also five grandchildren. The funeral service was held January 7th, 1950, in 
San Gabriel and entembment took place in Forest Lawn Memorial Park. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE REV. HOWARD A. ANSPACH, Necrologist. 


The President welcomed Treasurer Carl A. Bell, who presented Mr. Wayne 
Pfundstein to the Convention. Mr. Pfundstein presented: 
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
GENERAL FUND 


Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1949 


ASSETS 
Cash 
Gersirwon icenclcenicl (Lite CMe eet care esc det eg ste seanacadunnosecsnnnzer=sncd $14,695.77 
Imprest cash funds.........ecccescececseecseescsesccseseseedeneneneceennenenananene 750.00 $15,445.77 


Notes and Accounts Receivable 


Accounts Receivable—Lutheran Subscriptions.................--- 521.86 

Note: Receivable oi.) 20 oie See Ree gate n cape neteenec ce eeenecatosaeness 2,500.00 

Trust Deed’.Note Receivables. ijas-schessvscsvenceeccssnccceesseueee terete 3,121.28 6,143.14 
Sab booth 10 - ten aaa eie eM Re aM AA RE) UPS ae on WME MER ete A nn ota mesBo Fe 110.06 


$21,698.97 


Payroll Deductions si cha. sts see tote nwnccaeeece eee soa ecs acnceseeet tone cot eene Mes eamenav cnatacee Rune ere eeeee| 
Benevolences Undistributed 
Special Reserve Fund 
Designated Reserves ........ 
Undesignated Reserves 


$21,698.97 
*Special Reserve Fund reflects advances for the Camp in the amount of $6,531.43. 


THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
GENERAL FUND 
Statement of Receipts, Contributions for the Work of the Larger Church 
and Synod Disbursements 


Year Ended December 31, 1949 


Quota or Budget A Actual 
Receipts 
General Apportionment .............. $107,468.00 $106.867.18 
Contributions for the Work of the 
Larger Church 
United Lutheran Church 
dns Amer|car ni 2 Ls ee ie $36,322.00 $57,847.17 
Midland College ait een, 5,500.00 5,500.00 
Central Theological Seminary...... 2,000.00 2,000.00 
Lutheran Welfare 
Council—North 2o....eeeeesecceeeeceeee 300.00 300.00 
Lutheran Welfare 
Council=-South 7 ieee 300.00 300.00 
TOG) tee atte ee ea ee 44,422.00 65.947.17 
Synod Operational Income................ 63,046.00 40,920.01 
Synod Disbursements 
Barkmichurchos ssw cna ee 125.00 125.00 
Synodical Missions -.....c.ccscsee-- 17,000.00 13,725.60 
Church conventions .0....-..-cesccseesee 4,300.00 4,585.12 
General operating expenses........ 3,725.00 3,573.56 
Synod office expenses... 13,740.00 13,690.00 
Oiherdsalaries!.= ee ee 600.00 600.00 
CHIE Gs ectt crete tee eta 5,000.00 1,290.05 
Special “Relief sets ee ee 000.00 
Holle a immcatmestututty a Width ia sc, 44,990.00 37,589.33 
Balorice D8... cnces et ote Nh eee ae $18,056.00 $ 3,330.68 
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APPORTIONMENT RECEIPTS 


Year Ended December 31, 1949 


Alhambra, Our Saviours........ $ 
Alhambra, Calif. 
Lutheran Home 
Alhambra, Grace -oo.ececesseeeee 
Altadena, Altadena 0.0.0.2... 
Oakland, St. Michael's .......... 
Los Angeles, Beverly Hills.... 
Burbank, Lutheran Memorial 
@ulver) City, (Grace... 
El Monte, Redeemer .... 
Fresno, St. Paul’s.......... 
Fresno, Wartburg 
Fresno, First 
Gardena, St. John’s 
Glendale, First 
Hollywood, Hollywood 
Honolulu, Honolulu 


Honolulu, Friendship Chapel... 


Honolulu, Kaimuki Mission .... 
Huntington Park, 

St. Luke’s 
Inglewood, Holy Trinity 
La Canada, 

Church in the Foothills... 
Las Vegas, Reformation 
Lihue, Lihue 
Long Beach, Faith 
Long Beach, Lakewood 
Long Beach, Trinity 
Los Angeles, Advent 
Los Anegels, Bethany 
Los Angeles, First English...... 
Los Angeles, St. Mark’s.......... 
Los Angeles, St. Paul's 
Los Angeles, Transfiguration.. 
Manhattan Beach, Trinity .... 
North Hollywood, 

St. Mathew’s 
Oakland, First English............ 
Oakland, St. John’s 
Pasadena, Trinity 
Phoenix, Faith 
Phoenix, Grace 
Pomona, Trinity 
Redlands, First 
Redding, St. James 
Reno, Good Shephard 
Richmond, Grace 
Richmond, St. James 
Riverside, Trinity 
Sacramento, First 
Sacramento, St. John/s....:.....-.. 
Sacramento, St. Paul's 
San Bernardino, First 
San Diego, Christ's 
San Diego, First 


Apportionment 


Received Per Cent 


142.00 


208.54 
2,264.65 
924.00 
1,704.00 
860.00 
900.40 
921.00 
350.13 
683.37 
300.00 
1,960.00 
1,044.00 
7,900.00 
4,135.49 
1,655.44 
~114.65 
40.85 


2,748.00 
2,976.00 


672.00 
947.95 
120.00 
784.36 
520.48 
3,876.00 
2.980.00 
1,044.00 
5,660.00 
1,272.00 
624.00 
540.08 
100.00 


3,084.00 
2,782.51 
816.00 
3,120.00 
1,768.00 
5,920.00 
469.00 
840.00 
11.00 
660.00 
4,080.00 
386.00 
1,480.00 
2,088.00 
5,004.00 
552.00 
1,908.00 
1,140.00 
2,640.00 


100% 


100% 
101% 
100% 
100% 
51% 
100% 
101% 
101% 
99% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
101% 
73% 
112% 
100% 
100% 


100% 
100% 


100% 
104% 
100% 
101% 
111% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
101% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 


100% 
132% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
106% 
100% 
100% 
104% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
102% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
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Lutheran 
World _ Other Total 

Action Benevolences Received 
$ 80.00 $ 30.00 $ 252.00 
38.10 246.64 
200.00 2,464.65 
232.00 53.49 1,207.49 
994.18 © 14.63 2,272.81 
860.00 
FARES 972.55 
230.00 50.00 1,201.00 
45.51 23.00 418.64 
107.01 790.38 
74.00 374.00 
490.04 2,450.04 
46.06 1,090.06 
2,024.58 1,301.20 11,225.78 
62.71 1,035.67 SACS ASH) 
411.46 170.28 2,237.18 
21.83 136.48 
26.06 66.91 
319.71 60.00 col 
5.00 2,981.00 
168.00 840.00 
3:29 32.23 583.43 
7.20 127.20 
132.90 LAS AS) 994.01 
130.12 60.81 711.41 
1,172.00 10.00 5.058.00 
671.05 43.95 3.295.00 
1,044.00 
1,500.00 1,191.00 8,351.00 
335.36 127.05 1,734.41 
163.14 787.14 
136.00 15.00 691.08 
100.00 
870.00 448.80 4,402.80 
556.76 325.00 3,664.27 
US IMs) 889.75 
1,181.48 45.70 4.347.18 
692.00 220.00 2,680.00 
1,480.00 7,400.00 
110.27 218.07 797.34 
105.00 945.00 
11.00 99.73 121.73 
90.00 750.00 
1,020.00 684.00 5,784.00 
96.00 482.00 
326.80 24.00 1,830.80 
593.53 67.46 2,748.99 
1,462.11 30.00 6,496.11 
190.00 742.00 
500.00 2,408.00 
284.00 180.00 1,604.00 
427.19 45.10 3,112.29 


San Diego, St. Peter’s.......-..-. 480.00 
San Fernando, St. Mark’s........ 186.00 
San Francisco, First English.. 516.00 
San Francisco, St. Mark's ...... 3,204.00 
San Francisco, St. Matthew’s 1,056.00 
San Francisco, Temple .......... 636.00 
Sanders cty deerullisisccpratrecs--crees 400.00 
Sri a |OS@ a Gl CCO te cases renee oeesetensae 1,114.76 
San Leandro, Epiphany ........ 117.90 
San Mateo, St. Andrew’s........ 1,048.03 
Santa Barbara, Grace .........--- 1,051.00 
Santa Monica, St. Paul’s ........ 2,940.70 
Tucson, Our Saviour’s .....-.....- 2,184.00 
Vellejo,sotesberul's cobs eect-currs 1,083.94 
Van. Nuys. Mission’ ....2.--2.---.0.: 10.00 
Westwood, 

Westwood Village .......... 780.00 
Whittier, ‘Salemi 2-22 2......0 a= 852.00 
BYROK Ce Wits) LIOT ytccnrseee vant terease 300.60 
Women’s Missionary Society 
Lutheran Brotherhood, 

Southern Conference ...... 

$106.867.18 


100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
104% 
101% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
103% 
101% 
100% 
100% 
100% 


100% 


100% 
109% 


99.4% 


120.00 600.00 
34.00 220.00 
128.00 644.00 
524.00 490.00 4,218.00 
264.00 170.00 1,490.00 
160.00 13.50 808.50 
109.00 500.00 
280.41 41.80 1,436.97 
54.60 ~ 136.25 308.75 
262.00 1,310.03 
544.60 344.25 1,939.85 
726.00 3,666.70 
546.00 25.00 2,759.00 
300.12 167.85 1,551.91 
20.00 30.00 
780.00 

235.00 1,087.00 
100.00 400.60 
1,311.91 1,311.91 

1,236.66 1,236.66 


$23,929.49 $10,632.34 $141,429.01 


APPORTIONMENT TABLE — NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


(For year beginning Jan. 1, 1950) 


Communing Apportionment Lutheran World 


Members Per Mo. 


Berkeley, St. Michael’s.........-...--.--+- 173 $ 115.00 $ 1,380.00 $ 260.00 $ 865.00 
rosnO irate sear.  eerreeeretes 251 167.00 2,004.00 377.00 1,255.00 
EPTOSHO Mm OtIO ROMS tecseecctk eee etsece 145 97.00 1,164.00 218.00 725.00 
Frosnojs wW crt Urcieccc-cccs.acveeancsesstroectae 37 25.00 300.00 56.00 185.00 
Honolulu. -Honolulus 22cs.ceteecceetese 159 106.00 1,272.00 239.00 795.00 
Lihue, Lihue 20.00 240.00 45.00 150.00 
@crklenicl wir at pete meee sence 200.00 2,400.00 450.00 1,500.00 
Oakland hi St OHMS iccaccercatenseccumreeneee 104 69.00 828.00 156.00 520.00 
igrole brave fe Sep (ones tcy= mean. spol ae Meme 42 28.00 336.00 63.00 210.00 
Reno, Nev., Good Shepherd............ 101 67.00 804.00 152.00 505.00 
ichimiernids Grerce nse. asceteeeccpeeeeese 530 353.00 4,236.00 795.00 2,650.00 
Richmond, (St). James... cc....cesvecsessces 46 32.00 384.00 69.00 230.00 
Sacramento, First English................ 265 177.00 2,124.00 398.00 1,325.00 
Sacramento; St John's.....2iet. 701 467.00 5,604.00 1,052.00 3,505.00 
Sacramento, St. Parul’s..........-...-c0 91 61.00 732.00 137.00 455.00 
San Francisco, First English............ 69 46.00 552.00 104.00 345.00 
San Francisco, St. Mark’s................- 366 244.00 2,928.00 549.00 1,830.00 
San Francisco, St. Matthew’s............ 132 88.00 1,056.00 198.00 660.00 
San Francisco, Temple..:..:1:-.c0c... 88 59.00 708.00 132.00 440.00 
Sanger St) Powis. ence 54 36.00 432.00 81.00 270.00 
Ses OSS, Grates, ea. kt lte coos eee es 169 113.00 1,356.00 254.00 845.00 
San Leandro, Epiphany... 101 67.00 804.00 152.00 505.00 
San Mateo, St. Andrew's... 145 97.00 1,164.00 218.00 725.00 
Visllejo,- Sty Paulis.it csr 201 134.00 1,608.00 302.00. 1,005.00 
Yreka, \Mt-Zlonuis.c..cicecsseeueeecnen 52 35.00 420.00 78.00 260.00 
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Total Action CHEY 


ares 4,352 $2,903.00 $34,836.00 $6,535.00 $21,760.00 


(For year beginning Jan. 1, 1950) 


Communing Apportionment Lutheran World 


Members Per Mo. Total Action CHEY 

Alhambra, Grace ....s.-cccccscecceeeeces 261 $ 174.00 $ 2,088.00 $ 392.00 $ 1,305.00 
Alhambpra, Our Saviour's ........ 40 27.00 324.00 60.00 200.00 
Altadena, Altadena 0.0.0... sve 91.00 1,092.00 206.00 685.00 
Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills........ 180 120.00 1,440.00 270.00 900.00 
Burbank, Luther Memorial.......... 120 80.00 960.00 180.00 600.00 
Culver -Clty, Grace.s. teeta 148 99.00 1,188.00 222.00 740.00 
El Monte, Redeemer...................- 45 30.00 360.00 68.00 225.00 
Gardena, St. John’s)... 132 88.00 1,056.00 198.00 660.00 
londale First. ss.ttecc-sotcance note 1,008 672.00 8,064.00 1,512.00 5,040.00 
Hollywood, Hollywood .............. 539 359.00 4,308.00 809.00 2,695.00 
Huntington Park, St. Luke’s........ 359 239.00 2,868.00 539.00 1,795.00 
Inglewood, Holy Trinity............ 405 270.00 3,240.00 608.00 2,025.00 
Ea* Canada; Foothillsti:iuc...2.. 113 75.00 900.00 170.00 565.00 
Lakewood, Lakewood ................ 67 45.00 540.00 101.00 335.00 
Las Vegas, Nev., Reformation... 72 48,00 576.00 108.00 360.00 
LongrBeach:, Faith, :<t..<.cactak 106 71.00 852.00 159.00 530.00. 
Long Beach, Irimty 2 scsst-< tence 507 338.00 4,056.00 761.00 2,535.00 
Los Angeles, Advent.................. 337 225.00 2,700.00 506.00 1,685.00 
Los Angeles, Bethany ...............- 133 89.00 1,068.00 200.00 665.00 
Los Angeles, First English........ 800 533.00 6,396.00 1,200.00 4,000.00 
Los Angeles, St. Mark’s.............. 125 83.00 996.00 198.00 625.00 
Los Angeles, Transfiguration... 81 54.00 648.00 122.00 405.00 
Manhattan Beach, Trinity.......... 80 53.00 636.00 120.00 400.00 
Monterey Park, St. Paul’s.......... 87 58.00 696.00 131.00 435.00 
No. Hollywood, St. Matthew’s.. 385 257.00 3,084.00 578.00 1,925.00 
Pasadena, Trinity ..2ccsececcssencttcc: 400 267.00 3,204.00 600.00 2,000.00 
Phoonts,. Ariz:, Eqcithin-<.c.ccccccsss 324 216.00 2,592.00 486.00 1,620.00 
Phoenix, Ariz., Grace..............00 774 516.00 6,192.00 1,161.00 3,870.00 
IROMOnCh ee PTimlty ctec-sscectedevccce=--ss 7M 47.00 564.00 107.00 355.00 
Roconcs  aharst ts .tccccsstccstcccses-.t2 93 62.00 744.00 140.00 465.00 
Riverside, Trinity: 2. .<.--<esacccencene 200 133.00 1,596.00 300.00 1,000.00 
San “Bernardino, Firsts.....::.0..:.:+. 248 166.00 1,992.00 372.00 1,240.00 
San Disco = Christ: eos ec ccececeeasee 183 122.00 1,464.00 275.00 915.00 
Sie halon) DuleYo(oy -) 54 hala] Meneteennmsen suaeatnrs en Soe 221.00 2,652.00 498.00 1,660.00 
San Diego, St. Peter's... Te 47.00 564.00 107.00 355.00 
San Fernando, St. Mark’s............ 100 67.00 804.00 150.00 500.00 
Santa Barbara, Grace...........--- 142 95.00 1,140.00 213.00 710.00 
Santa Monica, St. Paul’s.......... 381 254.00 3,048.00 572.00 1,905.00 
Tucson, Ariz., Our Saviour’s...... 312 208.00 2,496.00 468.00 1,560.00 
Westwood, Village ...........---0+ 128 85.00 1,020.00 192.00 640.00 
Whither: “SCUOD: % irs.cetsapeessewenes te 141 94.00 1,128.00 212.00 705.00 
Southern Conference Total....10,167 $6,778.00 $ 81,336.00 $15,271.00 $50,835.00 
TGtel ston: Sy modern. emientce 14,519 $9,681.00 $116,172.00 $21,806.00 $72,595.00 
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APPORTIONMENT TABLE — SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


The Evangelical Luthern Synod of California 
CAMP YOLIJWA 


Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1949 
ASSETS 
Current Assets = 
Petty.’ Casinyertesstestee $ nore 
Savings AcCOuUnt ...-----seesececscessecsecesnsecessssesnensnnensecanscsensnnamsenranes 4 
GicreVic din Berra ec sec ccc ude see te dh ee ape wc cata seats useecrover tae peecmsnas 7.79 $ 405.67 
Property and Equipment 
Lease and Equipment............-----c-s-ececeeseeeeencseeneneneerecensnesesnsenennsnnes 2,538.30 
Fur Slin sc. -.2n2c.s.ccbeceneoeeate-n--non-ssecsnctnnserbasevecsoesceue—renavnenononseneneceese= 1,980.42 
Camp Improvements -......-.------esesecceseeeeeseeeececsseeerecesenenenenesenerenene 6,931.42 11,450.14 
$11,855.81 
LIABILITIES 
Note Payable ......-ssscscccssseccceesssssceseesenseseesesesensusensesenensssnsnsranenarasanssecsenensnsnnsnensenes $ 6,531.43 
Not W or thas asec ceckc ce aan Stee sacle n aol see a Sos tp cheese eee ew eareme geese me nena sera cena 5,324.38 
$11,855.81 


CAMP YOLIJWA 
Statement of Operations and 
Receipts from Other Sources 
Year Ended December 31, 1949 


Income from Camp 


Registrations a onctk osc cpccanspewae cucentees cies tee nen eeeeoeen st renceuevanecnee sores 
ISO COL Frese es oe on SSAct eee ae cece ea ita cutaes epeeeteen tee 
12ybteLyndowakejoloigive qhle) ale iacuk ak menue Reeiae Castes Wee Bt A ee ehh ak base ee 
Store sales 
Books sold 
Miscellaneous $3,588.14 
Synod apportionment 3,500.00 
$7,088.14 
Expenses 
LtelolougWonatohoclontalyc\ sota\elo mien warm ee ANE Se SS 333.14 
Operating supplies is 
Food wand weitchen «Supplies k--... ators = sees ee a= 1,992.13 
Taxes 
Salaries 
Travel 
wicitionery, Sstipp les pnOmlO toni ctsceceoc ce eects cece St ctee cena eae 760.36 
Inisuremce 34 0.-8.o1-s pete cere 2 a ek eee ee 198.27 
Office: supplies) 2. tees aes ae ee Ue eee 28.06 
Cratts andsmecreationalsmaterialss...3.te eee eee en 56.22 
MOTE: DULCHAGOS <=. sa tecaei eee ne, a arn a aA nN CO 106.05 
Medical®supplios is. .ciek koe acs ateec ea gare ene aie oR et 19.12 
leap expenses: 22... see eS RR aie eter 166.62 
Busttransporiatlora 5 a8. -h5. <2 eos te eee ne crap gh ence kod eee 375.00 
Miscellaneous: oi 2c.susicii tbe SS oo eee ee 381.05 
Total expenses sss ee Sa ee 6,180.06 
Operating balance: 21. estes cage re 908.08 


soi lie 
ee 


Receipts from Other Sources 


Churches pen on 2 nies eee ee at Sen Di ee eae S 560.13 
Lutheran Brotherhood So. Conference ....ceicccsccccccscesccessesescoeceeeesecoe 1,141.66 
IO Hering semecrsrrns tear reer oe ist ie hE ne ay. Die 197.88 1,899.67 
Total operating balance and receipts from other sources.......---.00.0.- $2,807.75 
Property and Improvements added in 1949 
Purnishingsiednd) equilpmien tisccsces cesses sec cecsearssacac tse tcccee es $1,044.81 
Camp eimprovemenisiee see eee 2,333.82 
$3,378.63 
CHURCH EXTENSION DIVISION 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1949 
ASSETS 
Current Assets 
CS a a ae aN Sead cE eg nate esa tee wasnt poe $ 3,367.03 
Imprest cash’ fund) <...2.22-.-.:. 500.00 
Accounts Receivable 345.42 
INGTOS ReCal Vico nee esr ee ee eee te reins eaten eee 27,840.67 $32,053.12 
Construction Accounts 
PAiitcrderice lemthercas, Ait rts et seeer esa pce ceees ae eaen aware tentecese 8,534.61 
RSE MUtCOuS ee FA Uita TN CTHOM IC 820 = ys nec cas cesacceccosacocssacaeedaunseecxeeccooss 40.12 
RinstMemolishs SGM ETC SCOs.c..c, -<c-toczacalecbeccarcesascacsssesccseccacsecease 6,656.16 
SS Pee PTI @ WAS fe CIT MoI ICLLOO cece conc o Ses sos clos cast ectee east cnu ca sCosnosmanaenste 3,243.77 
iS tome oT LSP IC] Ley Chet aera ese cee ae cee eae ct cce 345.33 18,819.99 
Fixed Assets 
AWILGINIO MV. ORE QUID MON busca ocesveseccensd-casarncseactsccsdacecccssagusssnssscccsessste 2,184.10 
@Wonsiruction: Equipment .2:2-cessdssccsseiocke cosasex-thecscdocavscstavcuesaccoscnsese 1,524.73 
IPUrmitUIrOmcinygd ECM On ts-c..cc-ccccca-cescacsebacccmecccess-ccdcresecuescstevaesee 354.72 4,063.55 
Iba roaa(olsp Dior alors) (<5 pepe Pre = ne en Bs PIES oP AR 393.00 
$55,329.66 
LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH 
Current Liabilities 
INTIS TS LSS Ee ee a ee $40,000.00 
Withholding tees. <feiscsstescecs.coamesccst es eacetane Sean E 1 eee 86.60 $40,086.60 
Net Worth 
Balance cmcrrys 1 jel OA eae ae ecct at pccect ences seaceceutunsatcceseunuas 5,495.23 
SAYS eToys 0 a OS) Cece a a gc er 9,747.83 15,243.06 
$55,329.66 
CHURCH EXTENSION DIVISION 
Statement of Income and Expense 
Year Ended December 31, 1949 
Income 
Church Extension Receipts 
BARI PASS UCL CO iy ant cdo eeonzasso vere atectncs SL ee 
FR tites te cathe Ul cemeteries ema ae ers CL dec cesecase 
PTs tcnl wal yy] GC LL Ge ees eee ene ae her teas scaAoce sc Soasnantsscaccdscaccsudescescsie? $23,350.48 
Expenses 
Salary—Church Extension Directot.............-..--sssesecssesecsescee 4,800.00 
Salaries—Office 1,227.00 
SUPE ceciosctecececcancsnceececesocsseesonneceasasaccenewensccecepnscensseosneosmsceseteee= 182.95 


Autorand truckrex pense rcccecccnisacthensexptnccetesatercvastecseeewsesasmetcee 


Olifled “ORPSNESS ©). ssosdevenstcscoseccsecncom eames 
TRBUrcirice gh et cicasstecnes 
Travel iGO WOAnCOS sri. cctcsoncdacacctuntontavdcesnuse cacacdccopcace 
Bank charges—imprinting ...... 
Accounting and auditing.......... 
Prantl oa en teescccencee stearate ae 
Miscallemieors ies. 5i5 ooo ccccansec cates cccecns sactvetoasmsconswesectace davcauapetppaue 
INISSIOTI AA SISTON CO <b onclee atone scseneseste tecaseace wou semeeeen aaa seseeac eee ata 
Interests pee ee. 
Executive committee expense......... ees af 
Specials construction wer ksee sales rtee eee tacoreesctavee cee ome eeeee 
Total MEXPOnS Pace: Moers. 5 sts ceeeetee ese see nee ne ee 13,602.65 
IN Gt INCTOCS Osea rilswso tds eck ete ert cs ee we ea ee es tee ee $ 9,747.83 
SYNODICAL MISSIONS 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1949 
ASSETS 
EOONSGROCEIVGD IG fares os Gantt oc aN ce eae let ee ee $ 2,153.09 
Due from Churches in connection with the financing of 
Porsonages cand: Church, properties tea estan tn roe ee ee 12,541.74 
$14,694.83 
LIABILITIES AND INVESTMENT 
Dues General Punciao etek eee cee ak Frege ee: Purp eae ee eam $ 7,895.14* 
Invesimotttss. ....ted orc. nen eis Ras a ans le hah Soe ee ne SR 6,799.69 
$14,694.83 


“This amount due General Fund has been absorbed in the 1949 Budget and therefore 
becomes a part of the total investment in Synodical Missions. 


SYNODICAL MISSIONS 


Analysis of the Amounts Due from 
Churches in Connection with Financing 
Parsonages and Church Properties 
December 31, 1949 


Lh choos SO 1 eae aerate RAE Actor RMR ele NE HARE DES Sat PMNS 5 $165,563.44 
Disbursements for: 

Interest, taxes, insurance and repPciirs.n...eceneccecccecossocecesececsscececeescecoecceceoeeca-: 15,821.33 

Other, aiabarsom @ mts orc ssoenaccancnsdioascnslnus cat beets oe ene eae 6,762.60 

Boo) rer rere hte Sn WE nag Low ork, SaeA: ab NANCE 188,147.37 . 

Deduct Loans on Parsonages and Church Propertioss: is. sie: meee Gee ore 147,309.44 

40,837.93 

Receipts for rental allowances and miscellaneOus.n.cco-ccccsseesescssssseccceseeeceeoseeee... 28,296.19 


$ 12,541.74 
Note: 
This analysis includes those properties on our records at December 81, 1949, show- 
ing the accumulated figures from beginning of the Synodical Mission program. 
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THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1949 
ASSETS 


Current Assets 
sit NRE SS Se eater Ue Ech ce cesT fie Sere gee Y $ 11,981.54 


Cost Reserve Net 
URC u gc Fearne ey ects ep re a te rE nga $ 33,500.00 $33,500.00 
Buildings {2.22205 -- 76,022.50 $4,278.62 71,743.88 
Furnishings ae -- 18,243.86 4,461.23 13,782.63 
Gotltcesie cot nn oe eee ee sare 24,054.95 24,054:95 


$151,821.31 $8,739.85 143,081.46 
Other Assets 


OO la VeMlOnyaaticecscc. sete Secctatecc se 325.00 
pIOCKS MCN DONGSn tee eet. 100.00 425.00 
155,488.00 
LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH 
Current Liabilities 
encomettaxcwithhold ex. Aee. pe he see tS ee es ee $ 127.80 
Notes Panycblem sees em s sie el aol es ee eee Sah alt 15,000.00 
| BYES SvhSN = (RCL onb ak ety ee hate sce te i dg ODI aa Re te Ber terete ean 11,258.62 
Desiciacticd eatin csi sek tear yes cen ress eee ens Set VG SA oe lee 837.30 
Net Worth 
Bolonce: Wianselia, 194940 = eee $113,779.71 
Specialk Gifts ca. catecccoscscseasecs 20,000.00 
Net Income for the year. 227.96 
$134,007.67 
Deprecaition reserve for 1949.0... .eetseceeeseceeeee $3,329.83 
Apportionment adjusted for 1948.00... eee 2,413.56 5,743.39 128,264.28 
$155,488.00 
THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 
Statement of Income and Expense 
Year Ended December 31, 1949 
Income 
TOC CL DISe LOVE OCO weet re oe tac an sven. suas senna ec terepenn ans pectineuspateeucascpeoxauear $14,809.50 
Gifts trom Churches 2.1. .cecdse-cs<--osse SA dae PE 679.21 
PSG 3) NO} Sb HSL S101 SETS pho) ko ag ee ae Ry a 3,632.57 
NUE Este Wore a SIS YURE | oor Goa feast ais tN a a ra me ee MR ee wnt baile 385.95 
TR RENEESERS ce patna ea tt ele ele te a a ae IBD i De rR 890.97 
Cottage utilities ............... 2 180.00 
Synod apportionment 900.00 
WeitGalh JiaYcfoyaak ibe: Peep < ae ae peed ee er ete RR 20 Alas ag fT Ae Alle $21,078.20 
Expenses 
SNede OBIS GS ec ape eteat pee see ERS tee ae eee ee re A ae 
Ot esse Sere oe sess dees csmecce des cecac “ee 
TOlSPNONOG= -sccasacsseess thier -e-pisows woe dce 
NWaintencnce cee eee ee 
Stationery and printing 
Insurance 
Taxes and licenses 
OC Cee eter eae is cis ndoplosudoeeeaiata doa dadenaeuoocusiae 
Supplies 
Mifonial. «SSaeee aos 5 Lees perc Bees od Bee RS CEE EE SRA Re PRO eee 


ACCOUNTING ..eestteseseseececececessesnecensenescneneeresensesecerensnensnensnentenensarseesoaents 600.00 


Auditing 250.00 
Postage 39.45 
Laundry 762.86 
Medical 328.57 
Blue Cross F235 
Auto expense : 35.28 
THitOTS SE. eos saeco seen cap acman ea ace cd ane to ue otine secu cn BoRePuese-eanawaaacinaasaman=Were 1,050.00 
_ 

Total ExpPOMmse  -..sccscesscecscteoccseeseccctuceesncepacteoncenerccesceeasenesnasenvascns 20,850.24 

Net sIncrectse (ie 25 2 See oe a a a poe nn cen antnane meet ent cneamnenonert $ 227.96 


COMMENTS 


GENERAL FUND 


The cash received and disbursed during the year were traced to the bank state- 
ments and the amounts reported by the bank were reconciled with the amounts 
shown in the balance sheets. 

Notes and accounts receivable were confirmed and the amount advanced for 
Lutheran subscriptions is in agreement with the statement of the United Lutheran 
Publication House. 


The Special Reserve Fund shows the following changes during the year: 


Berlarice me) comuacen yn le AQ ee arc ec eae eee sec eacecntaaanceri=nt $8,521.19 
Tnterest eRScel vic cle atesste eee eee eae ae any sentence en eae 196.75 $8,717.94 
Gontributecdimto athe iors. scsa5stecet cerca cececee epee een eneeeneteared $1,200.00 


NGt6= RECEI Vero eater ena eae eee ten amen eee ee cree ences 6,531.43 7,731.43 
Balemce mbDecembery ol nl O40 cc scecatsee ret eon eeeee steer eee $ 986.51 
The Note Receivable of $6,531.43 due from Camp Yolijwa was deducted from the 
Special Reserve Fund upon authorization of the Executive Committee, said amount 

to be amortized by Synod at the rate of $100.00 per month. 
During the year certain items of the 1949 budget were set aside for Reserves for 
future use. These reserves are: 


ULNIG AS Delegate: Expertise :ccsccc ces sea reecte cee oe cena sca a oa ene cae eae $ 700.00 
Special Relief 22 45 5.2 eee, aa. > 500200 
Annual Theological Lectures................. 22560000 
The Califormia” Lutheran lomo tees. -cceescetecte cee: eee teen ee .... 3,000.00 
CHEE tee ce ae ac dae Na cake ga a ecco pean Sees Oe Na, ene See 3,709.95 

$8,509.95 


A review of the Statement of Receipts, Contributions for the work of the larger 
Church and Synod disbursements is gratifying even though the churches in Synod 
fell short of the quota set for 1949. The details of receipts from churches for general 
apportionment shows all except three churches at 100% or better. 


The terms Designated and Undesignated Reserves are used to more fully de- 
scribe the intended use of the funds. Reserves captioned “Designated” are reserves 
set up for specific purposes whereas ‘Undesignated Reserves’’ are reserves for 
general operation. That portion of the receipts not used in the Budgets from year to 
year is accumulated in the Undesignated Reserves account. 


CAMP YOLIJWA 


The total operating balance and receipts from other sources for the year in the 
amount of $2,807.75 shows an increase in the operations of the Camp. While this is 
a substantial increase, it is to be pointed out that this was made possible through 
the full use of the allowable budget of $3,500.00 from Synod apportionment. In- 
cluded in this increase is the amount of $1,141.86 received from the combined efforts 
of the Lutheran Brotherhood Southern Conference. 


During the year the assets of the Camp were enhanced to the extent of 
furnishings, equipment and camp improvements totaling $3,378.63. 


34 


CHURCH EXTENSION DIVISION 


The program of building churches during 1949 was carried out on a similar 
program to that of 1948 wherein Synod, in serving as contractor, pays the cost of 
construction, submits statements for reimbursement, for which it receives a 10% of 
actual cost fee. This income is used to pay all expenses of de ae and the salary 
ot the Director. 

The net worth which now exceeds $15,000.00, shows the progress made since 
the inauguration of this program. It is necessary that the Division continue to borrow 
money from outside sources to do this work. 

Construction equipment is now owned by the Division in the amount of $1,524.73 
which enables the Church Extension Director to effect greater savings in the various 
construction jobs. 


SYNODICAL MISSIONS 


In reviewing the balance sheet of the Synodical Missions it is noted that Synod 
has an investment of $14,694.83. This does not reflect the many benefits enjoyed by 
Synod and the various Missions in starting new Missions. By reference to the analysis 
of amounts due from Churches in connection with financing the parsonages and 
Church properties, it should be noted that the Synod Mission assets total $188,000.00 
with existing loan balances of $147,000.00, leaving an equity of nearly $41,000.00. 

Synod continued the financing program in a similar manner to the program 
carried out in the previous years. Monies are borrowed from banks, the Board of 
American Missions and other sources to provide capital for the financing. Rent 
allowances and gifts are received to meet loan payments, pay taxes, interest, 
insurance and other miscellaneous expenses. When income from such sources is not 
sufficient the balance is taken from the Home Missions funds of Synoidcal Budget, 
Ai the close of the year the Synodical Missions was indebted to Synod in the amount 
ot $7,895.14, which amount was absorbed in the budget for the year 1949. 

THE CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 

The California Lutheran Home for the Aged, a California corporation, was 

organized October 31, 1947, as a non-profit corporation for the purpose of caring for 


the aged folks. A statement showing a comparison between the balance sheet for 
the years ended December 31, 1948 and December 31, 1949 follows: 


Increase* 

Particulars Dec. 31,1948 Dec. 31, 1949 Decrease 
CIS ee nee Nee ee Pee nen, ee Ae Boren) eee $ 17,505.26 $ 11,981.54 $ 5,523.72 
IDUSIeymibc(oveeky Toylaket oe ah BN a Yo to eee er 2,413.56 2,413.56 
Note#tRecelivciole: 225i. keen Se. 13,000.00 13,000.00 
BLOCKS MONG a DOCS se - ferween aha an, eet aesdaeiea ses 100.00 
Property and Equipment 133,626.57 143,081.46 9,454.89* 
@ tens SESS teeta re acess esa coeek verses cs eecos funinecestonseve 508.22 325.00 183.22 

$167,153.61 $155,488.00 $11,665.61* 
Nyala = len el ly ee ee ee eee eet $ 30,800.00 $ 15,000.00 $15,800.00 
Accounts Payable .c:tsesss.sa-ecs--008 550.28 127.80 422.48 
Guest Advances for Care 11,523.62 11,258.62 265.00 
Desicqnated Un AS i)acec. Uecact -cdaqsdoapers-cces--dnaescosccssner 837.30 837.30* 
Special Gifts for Construction of Cottages.... 10,500.00 20,000.00 9,500.00* 
SURE PCa ope eee eee a oor. sunensascageaecsesstesoear 113,779.71 108,264.28 5,515.43 


$167,153.61 $155,488.00 $11,665.61 

The source and application of funds for the year 1949 shows the sources of 

funds for the year and how the funds were applied. This statement of sources and 
application of funds follows below: 


Source: 
Increase in net worth from operations for the year. 


Increase in advances for construction of cottages 9,500.00 
Increase in Cesignated funds... iciii..- cceccccecceoconscencsenecssucrenn=nnnnasees 837.30 
Decrease in amount of cash on Aan... -nseetececeneeseeeecenenseeneeee 5,523.72 
Collection on Notes Receivable. 13,000.00 
Reduction in other cssets......c.-ccssececcs-csscsecs--oe-nencncenecenensenscencereerncerenerccnssnsernecsesesesene 183.22 

$29,272.20 
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Applied To: 


Property and Equipmennt......-.:ssscscsssssssssrsensesecsncsnennesnesnsensensrnsenssacenacnsranenssanenssnsseaaey $12,784.72 
Payments on Notes Paryable......-.-ssus-sssscesssnssessnecensessnnesnessactumennrensssnssnacsansnaaeassenees 15,800.00 
Reduce amounts owing for Payroll taKxeS.........-.-ccscecesessecececscensenseeesnnsnensnenneenesenes 422.48 
Decrease advances from guestS fOF COTEC.......-------cese-nessesecensensesssesensensenseneescenenees 265.00 


$29,272.20 


A review of the statement of income and expense for the year shows an in- 
crease of $227.96 of income over expense. Synod provided $3,500.00 in the 1949 
Budget for assistance to the Home. However, of this amount only $500.00 was used 
with the remainder of $3,000.00 being set aside in the General Fund as a Designated 
Reserve for future use. 


CONCLUSION 


After serving a year as the Comptroller of Synod I have found that the opera- 
tions of Synod are in a healthy financial condition. The books and records are posted 
daily. Bills are paid regularly without any delays; receipts are checked and the 
funds and accounts receivable are studied weekly, so that the accounts for all 
sources are kept current. At the present time there are no uncollectable accounts. 
There are balances in all funds which make it possible for a continued steady 
development of the transactions of Synod. 


I am happy to report the above to Synod and I have enjoyed the privilege of 
serving the Lord in this capacity. 
WAYNE PFUNDSTEIN 


The Executive Commitiee 

The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
3119 West Sixth Street 

Los Angeles, California 


The financial reports covering the results of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of California and The California Lutheran Home for the year ended December 31, 
1949 are presented herein. 


The report covers the period from January 1, 1949 to December 31, 1949 based 
upon the Budget for the year 1949 which was approved by the Synod in Convention 
held last May. Since the Budget of this Synod has been operated on the calendar 
year basis, it must not be confused with the Budget of the United Lutheran Church 
in America or of the National Lutheran Council for Lutheran World Action. Their 
accounts are arranged on a period from the middle of January to the middle of 
January rather than on a true calendar year. 


During the time from January lst to April 15th most auditors are in their 
heaviest period of operation and, due to this fact, the Executive Committee author- 
ized the examination of the financial reports by an Auditing Committee following 
this date. I am therefore presenting my report as the Comptroller of Synod in much 
the same manner as I presented the Auditor’s report of last year, and it is presented 
to Synod for acceptance subject to the review and recommendations of this Committee, 


WAYNE PFUNDSTEIN 


The motion prevailed that the Auditor's report be adopted subject to an audit by 


a special Auditing Committee and acceptance of their Report by the Executive 
Committee. 


The motion prevailed that the Committee on Resolutions be instructed to bring 
in a resolution expressing the Synod’s gratitude to Mr. Pfundstein for his excellent 
services. 


Mrs, Louise Miller, retired Missionary from India, was presented to the Conven- 
tion and warmly welcomed by the President. 


36 


The Secretary of Synod presented: 
THE REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


In fulfilling its constitutional functions, your Executive Committee held three regu- 
lar and one special meetings since the last convention of Synod. 

Your Committee arranged for the editing, printing, and distribution of the 
Minutes of the 1949 Convention of the California Synod. 

Your Committee accepted the resignation of Mr. Fritz J. Bowman from the 
Executive Committee and from the Board of Directors of the Pacific Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary. The Hon. Henry Draeger was appointed to fill the unexpired term 
on the Executive Committee and Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl was appointed to fill the 
unexpired term on the Board of Directors of the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. 

The Committee arranged for the appointment of a permanent Finance Committee; 
the duties of such a committee to be the preparation of the annual budget, and the 
careful watching of the Synod’s finances. 

The Committee made a grant of $1,000.00 to the Board of Directors of the 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary to be used in meeting the expenses of Board 
meetings and the setting up of an office. 

Your Committee recommended to all member congregations of Synod that no 
congregation accept any quota from any group ouside the Synod without the 
specific approval of the Executive Committee of the Synod. 

Your Committee studied and approved Salary Aid applications from mission 
congregations for the year 1950. 

It appointed Committees to promote the Christian Higher Education Year Appeal 
and the United Lutheran Evangelism Campaign in the Synod. 

It authorized the sale of the former property of St. James Lutheran Church, 
Richmond, California. 

It advanced $500.00 to the CHEY COMMITTEE for use as a working fund. 

It made arrangements for the installation of the President of Synod at this 
convention. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Your Executive Committee presents the following recommendations: 


1. That the following congregations be received into the Synod, subject to the 
approval of their constitutions by the Committee on Constitutions: 
The Ev. Lutheran Church of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
St. Pauls Lutheran Church, Kaimuki, Honolulu, T. H. 


2. That every non-participating pastor and every non-participating Congregation 
in the Synod be approached during 1950 to enter the Contributory Pension 
Plan of the United Lutheran Church in America. 

3. That the Synod authorize a campaign for subscriptions to THE LUTHERAN, 
for September, October, November, 1950. 

4, That the following be approved as the official budget for Synod for the year 
1950: (budget based on the rate of $8.00 per communing member). 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


The motion prevailed that the recommendations in the report be adopted seria- 
tim. Item No. 1 was adopted by a rising vote. The Rev. Everett Jensen, Organizer of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and St. Paul's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Kaimuki, Honolulu, Territory of Hawaii, was presented to the 
Synod. Following the reception into Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and the St. Paul's Evangelical Church, Kaimuki, the Synod 
in gratitude to God for the accomplishments already reported from our Missionary 
Field in the Territory of Hawaii, and having heard with thanksgiving and joy the 
President's announcement that the Luther League of America in its current biennium 
is calling upon the Youth of the Church to raise a fund of $25,000 to aid with the 
erection of a house of worship for St. Paul’s Congregation in the Kaimuki Section of 
Honolulu, unanimously approved the following resolution: 

“The Evangelical Luthern Synod of California expresses profound ap- 
preciation to the Luther League of America for its choice of the project in 

the Territory of Hawaii as its special mission objective in the years 1949- 

1950-1951, and prays God’s blessing upon the Youth people of our congrega- 
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tion as they dedicate their gifts to the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom in 

this vital crossroads of the East and West. 

Item No. 2 was adopted. Item No. 3 was adopted. Mr. Howard Logan, 
Manager of ‘The Lutheran” publication in Los Angeles was presented to the Con- 
vention and thanked for his excellent service to the church. Action on Item No. 4 
was deferred until the first session on Wednesday. 

The Tellers report the election of the following Officers: 


IS (elo) Lol Coney gehen EE oN eee nei Sects The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 
TOCSUT OY esac fuerte eer ee See treet teen eee Mr. Carl A. Bell 
S fet sti CL Crm carte os eee cree store re een sen cee deatae The Rev. Henry Scherer 
GI Nal obi gts pale Semen ee eae ton ye ese Aen The Rev. Edward J. Hoick, D.D. 


The motion prevailed that the Secretary be instructed to cast the unanimous 
ballot for Dr. Hoick as the Historian of the Synod. 

The Rev. Royal E. Lesher, D.D., and Secretary of Evangelism of the United 
Lutheran Churches in America, was presented to the Convention and welcomed by 
the President. 


Dr. Beasom presented: 
HOME MISSION REPORT . 


The Home Mission work of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California is 
carried on as one of the functions of the Executive Committee of Synod by author- 
ization of the Synodical constitution. The following table will show you the status 
of the organized mission congregations as of November 1, 1949, with the recommen- 
dations for salary aid as well as the membership of the congregation as of January 
1, 1949. 


Year Membership Debt Synod 

Organ. Conf. Comm. S.S. Church Ext. Recom. 
Altadena = Altcidemeitc....sssecsseeccesscee 1944 157 122 194 28,075.00 2640 
Alhambra, Our Saviour’s ......2...2...-. 1949 54 4l 45 a 2100 
Ashland; Epiphany. ice eine 1949 112 66 — —_——— 3120 
Berkeley, St. Michael's ............ _.— 287 213 — 6,740.00 —— 
Burbank, Luther Memorial 1946 173 120 100 19,000.00 2820 
Culver ‘City; ;Gracom ts. sae en 1945 206 146 150 13,400.00 2160 
El Monte, Redeemer ...................0-.- 1947 83 50 50 13,500.00 2400 
Holy Trinity, Inglewood ..0....0.2....---- 1941 (self supporting) 26,500,00 — 


La Canada, Church in Foothills ...... 1948 138 110 68 14,262.00 2520 
Las Vegas, Reformation ..............-.- 1948 92 70 49 5,000.00 2160 


Dihve-tihwey phe. teres ok) eee ee 10 15 — —--— 2400 
Hong™Beach, Faiths eter ee ee 1945 158 99 150 11,962.50 2040 
Long Beach, Lakewood ...-:..--..-::---00 1947 65 61 110 5,935.00 2580 
Los Angeles, Advent .....0......--ccecc-0 a 356 322 —_— 8,400.00 —— 
Los Angeles, Beverly Hills .............. eS 319 210 — 9,500.00 — 
Los Angeles, St. Paul's ........cccccscse 1914 119 78 45 14,887.50 1860 
Los Angeles, Transfiguration .......... 1947 114 70 157 17,875.00 2880 
Manhattoms Beach jv nee ed 1949 92 88 50 12,975.00 3120 
Oalkiand:Stuslonnien 12a eee see. a 166 102 — 250.00 —— 
Phoenix, Faith ........ Heel by Sveti. 1945 266 221 325 34,800.00 1740 | 
Pomona, Irinity se. eee 1947 72 62 50 5,313.00 2160 
Redding, St. James ....... eee 1949 62 62 58 1,000.00 2400 
Reno, Good Shepherd ........scsccsseece 1947 100 90 65 17,700.00 2760 
Richmond, <Stisjames -...2. eee 1946 92 48 55 13,012.50 2520 
Sacramento, St. Paul's ...cccececccecsseeee 1945 96 83 197 23,160.00 1980 
San Bernardino, First {20.2 — 594 330 — 3,650.00 —— 
San-Diego; Christe: 0, et eeree 1947 194 170 280 29,250.00 2940 
Sany Diego, .Firstescme sll ee — 594 330 —_— 9,550.00 — 


San Diego, St. Peter ........sessceceesceeee 1946 92 67 135 17,775.00 2700 


San Fernando, St. Mark's -......e.c- 1949 109 88 61 ———— 2700 
GMS ELGNCISGO;  Farst: asco a-cee ee 1885 78 66 29 21,000.00 1860 
san-Francisco, Temple: s..2.c:kc0 1916 138 80 105 —_ 540 
pairs Jose; Grace fhe oa ee — 270 139 — 1,775.00 — 
San Mateo, St. Andrew's -.e.c.e.ce.--- 1944 162 136 110 34,881.25 1500 
Santa Barbara, Grace 20.0... ceccccececee 1904 191 V3Z 75 1,700.00 780 
Santa Monica, St. Paul's... 1926 551 363 235 30,000.00 — 
Tucson, Our Saviour’s. i.icc-ccceoe. 1945 373 303 200 27,990.00 2280 
Vallejo, St. Paul's - 286 191 196 29,200.00 840 
Whittier, Salem -...0....... a 179 125 197 16,800.00 2760 
naekareMis Zion ..-). eee a ee 67 45 56 10,000.00 2100 


Respectfully, submitted, 
JAMES PRINCE BEASOM, JR., President. 


FIELDS READY FOR ORGANIZATION 


Globe, Arizona—Missionary Jack Glidewell 

Van Nuys, California—Missionary George Steffens 
Kaimuki, T.H.—Missionary Everett Jensen 

Pearl Harbor, T.H.—Missionary Everett Jensen 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California will be eternally grateful to the 
United Lutheran Church in America which has through its Executive Board and the 
Board of American Missions, as well as the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, contributed so heavily to the missionary pro- 
gram and with faith in the work of the California Synod has invested so much of 
its financial resources. The officers of Synod would like to express to the member- 
ship of all of these Boards and Agencies of the Church their profound appreciation. 

The report was. adopted. 

The Session was adjourned and followtd by a lecture by the Rev. Oscar Carlson 
on the theme “THE CHURCH SUFFUSED WITH EVANGELISM—THE CONGREGATION 
GEARED TO ITS TASK.” 

A service of Holy Communion was held in St. Luke’s Church beginning at 8:00 
P.M., with the following officiating: 


AO shemeee es eeceseee ens eee tee Saced ach ceece The Rev. James P. Beasom, D.D. 
Meitrasctis pase ere eee So ene oes ce haat cpseeet aoe The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert 
TESTS ies a8 eS ono a ae a aoe ee The Rev. Charles P. Smith 
Administors....The Rev. Robert S. Romeis, The Rev. Carl V. Tambert 


THIRD SESSION 
Huntington Park, California, 9:00 A.M., February 1, 1950 


The Third Session was opened with a Memorial Session conducted by The Rev. 
Howard A. Anspach, D.D., assisted by The Rev. H. Paul Romeis, The Rev. Titus R. 
Scholl and Mrs. Edward J. Hoick, commemorating The Rev. William Brandes, The 
Rev. Homer Bosserman and Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Ball. 


The Business Session was opened with Prayer, led by The Rev. Carl V. Tambert. 

The motion prevailed that the minutes of the Second Session be approved as 
distributed. 

The Secretary presented: Item 4 of the Executive Committee Report. 

The report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel was adopted. 
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OFFICIAL BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 1950 


I. FOR THE WORK OF THE LARGER CHURCH: 
UT :GaAe GA pportonm ent: ca.cteccsycort creer voutee cenncsstenaeauctentaceeered $66,901.00 
Midlemd. Collec: cetera patsek coepaentenanenaeecaeercsaes 5,500.00 
Genital) sSomincry srssstese vee traverectbacssgenttetecnereaeencarereasans = 1,000.00 
Lutheran Welfare Council (North)........:.c-sscscscsessesnenseees ~ 300.00 
Lutheran Welfare Council (South)........2..-:.-:--cccsssessseeseeceone 300.00 
Il. PARK CHURCHES 
PV OG OITA te hic odes pecascs doeasn Shoes sscaecestePaucn tet caccemeersestt oe minnamicce ese 75.00 
SSCS LCS So Peaeia ctr ane t eakcae ks uaa a ett sor deneser cbt sanauen te nuntee eta acaeeeRS 50.00 
Ill. SYNODICAL MISSIONS 
Home: Misslone 3 xcs sect et erica od op sccass haces enn eee 3,000.00 
California: , Lutheran: Homeisssc-vosesccccscarescueesctee db wcobusrevare 1,500.00 
Ministerial: Equccticra - a. c2s 5 ores en asstase caren vavaes teecsevierenpace 2,000.00 
Mouth \Comapine alosacrct. crates eee eee ee rece ave enor ae 2,900.00 
Youth Camp Transportation from North..........222.--.:--+--- 500.00 
IV. CHURCH CONVENTIONS 
Synodical Delegates Expenses 2,000.00 
Synodical Convention Expenses 200.00 
INTER OS ORS VIR OCS nc coher teen ates atone occas eduue cavaccstecvardentestc meas 1,000.00 
USE Cin. Convention - PXPOMS es .sss actin fever otsancteacesvatenenies 700.00 
V. GENERAL OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 
Goldens States Luther cin ieee eae aks eo ceeresece ee ceamensp eee 1,000.00 
Synodical=Operating Expenses: caso tess acce a cetecene ne 1,100.00 
Meetings of Executive Committee. ............cssccscseseceeecseees 1,600.00 
Other Committee. Expense@s scrote ct resect eiace eee 200.00 
Statisticion (sm Expenses ict: 2c 2e. concn ecee ere en 100.00 
Secretary of Synod’s Expenses......... Bere 250.00 
Bonding Costs of Synod Officers 375.00 


VI. 


Vil. 


SYNODICAL OFFICE EXPENSES 


Salary of the President of Synod... ccsssssscesssecceseeees 6,000.00 
Expenses of the President of Synod... “ 4,500.00 


Pension of the President of Synod..... 240.00 

Olfice ses fortectes cea nce site ccc Meien em ema 600.00 

Officer: Secretary. ss Salaryiute Se ee cera eee 2,400.00 
OTHER SALARIES 

Comptroller of Synods sty .ciescesterct coceseenbraess Seer: eee ee 600.00 


GRAND TOTAL 


$ 73,301.00 


600.00 


125.00 


9,500.00 


3,900.00 


4,625.00 


13,740.00 


600.00 
$106,391.00 
5,000.00 
21,261.82 


$132,652.82 


With the consent of the Convention, the President ruled that the Lutheran World 
Action quota per Synod be included in the printed copy of the Budget. 
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The Rev. Harold J. Lorimer presented: 


REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT LUTHER 
LEAGUE ADVISOR 


The object of the Luther League is ‘to stimulate Christian activity among the 
youth of our church, and to foster the spirit of loyalty to the church,” further aims 
are to encourage the young to serve the church actively and to help them live 
consecrated Christian lives. 

An appraisal of the Luther League work in this District, to be correct, should 
be made on the basis of its primary objectives. We report the several annual events, 
the rallies and conventions, with their usual results in an upsurge ot enthusiasm. 
But to judge the success of our efforts we need to measure it in terms of an added 
impetus to the local League program and on an intensified participation of the 
Leaguers in the work of the local congregation. It is our desire to insure these bene- 
fits in the future. While there are Leagues in the District that are notably vital and 
constructive, they are too few in number. And there are several of our congrega- 
tions that have no organized group of young people. 

There is everything to be gained by a congregation and its pastor in having 
a Luther League. Where there is none, one should be organized—and every as- 
sistance will be given to it. But, more, it is evident that many Leaguers require 
more attention than they have received. Youth must be served, if they are in turn 
to serve. Congregations would be wise if they would make themselves more aware 
of the existence of youth, of their needs, and of their value in terms of the church 
of tomorrow. More support should be given to the youth activities within the. 
church, and more opportunity should be given the young people to express them- 
selves in direct service to the church. 

It is the plea of this report that greater emphasis be given this year to the life 
and program of our youth. In our church that means the Luther League, for it is 
the official young peoples’ organization of the United Lutheran Church in America. 
We beseech the pastors to personally evaluate the youth activity in their own 
churches, and to give impetus to an increased effort in its behalf. Adult leadership 
is essential, and guidance by a counselor is of greatest importance. A consecrated 
lay leader should be provided, but where none is available it will be necessary 
for the pastor to assume the responsibility. 

Let us enter more whole heartedly into this highly important part of the King- 
dom work. As we view the magnitude of the program—in relation to its possibil- 
ities and its promise—we know we haven't even begun. Let us begin NOW. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HAROLD J. LORIMER 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Theodore A. Younquist presented: 
REPORT OF THE PASTORAL ADVISOR OF THE NORTHERN 


DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE 


Playing host to the Synodical Convention in Sacramento over the Labor Day 
weekend was the most important work of the Northern District Luther League. The 
Synodical Convention proved to be a great help in inspiring the Leaguers to the 
need and place. of young people in the Church, and the particular work of the 
Luther League of America. 

In May the District Convention was held in First Church, Sacramento. Robert 
Horn was reelected to the presidency and it was decided to have only one con- 
vention of the district each year—in the spring. The Synodical Convention is to 
replace the fall rally, and the work of the district in between these times will be 
carried on by area meetings. 

The District project for ’48-’49 was the Mount Cross Camp. For '49-’50 the project 
will be Lutheran Welfare. We hope by the use of these projects to acquaint the 
Leaguers with the scope of the work of the Church, and have them feel that they 


are contributing to this work. 
4] 


Many of the missions of the North have not as yet been able to organize Luther 
Leagues, but we hope the time will soon come when each congregation will have 
an active League. The problem of distance and separation of churches still confronts 
us. Our conventions are only partially successful because of the problems of trans- 
portation, driving time, lodging, etc., involved in getting together. We believe that 
in spite of this, the pastors interested in the young people will be able to carry on 
and expand the work in the local congregation and then spread out to the District 

nod. 
ai Respectfully submitted, 


T. A. YOUNGQUIST 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser presented: 
REPORT OF SYNODICAL LUTHER LEAGUE 


Another year of service has been accorded the Synodical Luther League and, 
in spite of the distances involved, the bonds of co-operation and fellowship be- 
tween the local leagues have been strengthened considerably. 

The Third Annual Convention of the Synodical League was held in St. John’s 
Church, Sacramento, over the Labor Day Week-end. All three churches of Sacra- 
mento assisted in entertaining the delegates and all report a most cordial welcome 
and generous hospitality. The presence of the Rev. William J. Ducker, Associate 
Secretary of the Luther League of America, added much to the success of the 
Convention. ; 

Our Synodical League has met its quota to the Missionary Project for the past 
biennium, and is now working on plans, under the direction of Miss Joyce Johnson, 
of San Jose, the Missionary Secretary, to raise the funds to pay the quote toward 
the establishment of further work in the Hawaiian Islands. 

The following officers were elected for the present year: Benjamin Torres, Jr., 
Santa Monica, President; Miss Jane Titlow, San Diego, Vice President; Miss Barbara 
Berry, Glendale, Recording Secretary; Miss Arlene Laarveld, Sacramento, Corres- 
ponding Secretary; Mr. James Stubchaer, Santa Monica, Treasurer. 

The next Convention will be held in Phoenix, Arizona, over Labor Day Week- 
End. 

We commend the Luther League program to all Pastors and Congregations as 
the best for work among the young people of their churches. 

Respectfully submitted, © 


CLARENCE F. CROUSER, Pastor Advisor. 


The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser introduced Pastor Everett J. Jensen who described 
the work being done in the Kaimuki Sector of Honolulu stating that the proposed 
memorial of the Luther League of America is not merely a question of putting up 
a building, it is a question of presenting a testimony that the Lutheran Church pre- 
sents the means through which members of all races can live together in harmony. 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Ross F. Hidy presented: 


REPORT ON CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR APPEAL and made a 


stirring appeal to the Delegates to rise up and meet the challenge which is presented 
by this cause. 


REPORT OF THE CHEY COMMITTEE 


Immediately ahead are precious days for action for Christ! 1950 is the year for 
Christian Higher Education in our ULCA. In a mighty effort our Church will raise 
six million dollars in six days to insure for our youth the privilege of Christian 
education in colleges and seminaries. . : 

For us in the California Synod the successful CHEY appeal will help to open 
the doors of the proposed Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. Your CHEY Com- 
mittee, working in close cooperation with the ULCA leaders, is finishing the plans 
for the appeal in homes and congregations of our Synod. It is already apparent 
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that the coordinated appeal in all of our Synods for these vital institutions will give 
us an impetus and inspiration which otherwise would be difficult to achieve. As 
always, the prayerful enthusiasm of each Pastor and each member of the Church 
Councils is a vital factor. The Committee is happy to report a thrilling evidence of 
unity and determination. 

Our growing Church in this growing West demands a larger staff of trained 
personnel. The Seminary is the answer to this need. We have earnestly prayed for 
this Senimary. The CHEY Appeal, begun in prayer, will be brought to a successful 
conclusion by prayerful and persevering workers, and our Seminary will become 
a reality. Christ calls us into action! 


The CHEY Committee 


The report was adopted. 


Dr. F. Eppling Reinarts, Secretary of the United Lutheran Churches in America 
was presented to the Convention and spoke on the work of the Church as a whole. 
Speaking especially on the work of the various Boards of the Church. 

Tellers report the election of Mr. Fritz C. Noel as a Layman on the Executive 
Board from the South and of Mr. Leo Johnston and Mr. Frantz Jensen the Lay Members 
from the North. 

The motion prevailed that if there is no election on the next Ballot, succeeding 
Ballots be limited to double the number of members still to be elected. 


The motion prevailed that the Session be adjourned. The closing Prayer was 
led by Mr. Luther Vestergard. 


FOURTH SESSION 
Huntington Park, California, 2:00 P.M., Feb. 1, 1950 


The Fourth Session was opened with devotion led by The Rev. Thomas Daly. 

The Minuies of the Third Session were approved after correction. 

The Tellers reported no election in the Ballot for the Board for the Home of the 
Aged and no election for the Board of Directors for Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary. 

The motion prevailed that after the next Ballot for the Board for the Seminary, 
succeeding Ballois be limited to twice the number of Officers to be elected. 


The motion prevailed that following the next Ballot for the Board for the Home 
of the Aged, voting be limited to double the number of those still to be elected. 


Pastor Clifford Holand spoke briefly about the service the Lutheran Church is 
doing in the field of Social Welfare. He presented Dr. Edward Mattson, Executive 
Director of the Lutheran Welfare Council of Northern California who spoke on devel- 
opments and plans of the Chapter. He was followed by Dr. Frederick A. Smith who 
spoke on developments in the Chapter in Southern California. 

Dr. J. George Dorn, Synodical Director of Evangelism introduced The Rev. Royal 
E. Lesher, Secretary of the Board of Evangelism U.L.C.A. who presented an urgent 
plea to the Pastors to cooperate to the fullest extent in the Evangelism effort which 
will begin this month. The report of the Committee on Evangelism was adopted. 


THE COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


Cults of every description are attracting restless souls who have failed to find 
soul-satisfaction from an aimless and divided Protestantism. Thousands of ministers 
grope about aimlessly without a definite program. Other thousands have turned 
away from the essentials of religion and have become mere utility men, handy- 
men about town, doing everything but that for which they were ordained. The 
situation is deplorable. The time is long past due for the Church to take an inventory 
and learn anew what is essential for her effective task in the world. Christ and 
His Passion must once more become a reality in our lives. The soul craves for this 
assurance. 

The personal element cannot be eliminated. Obscure men have often brought 
to Jesus those who became distinguished. We never know what harvest will come 
from the seed faithfully sown. We must again think in terms of the “individual” 
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instead of in terms of the “mass.” Jesus always talked of the “individual.” He 
avoided crowds in order to meet the individual. If the Christian is to be “the salt 
of the earth” he must come in vital contact) with that which he is to salt” or 
"reserve. There is no substitute for this. It cannot be delegated or done by proxy. 

Every congregation of the Synod should by now have secured the necessary 
literature; carefully selected its callers; assembled all of its responsible prospects; 
and above all alerted its members to plead Heaven's benediction on this nation- 
wide effort, With the Holy Spirit leading we cannot fail. 

Let us recapture the zeal of the early Christians and make not only the week 
of February 5 and 12 fruitful, but all of 1950 a memorable year for Christ, His 
Holy Church, and the people whom He loved, and for whom He died to save. 


THE COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM, 
J. George Dorn, Chairman. 


The report of the Board of Directors of the Pacific Lutheran Theological Semi- 
nary was adopted. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF 
PACIFIC LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Actions taken at the 1949 conventions of the California and Pacific Synods 
brought into existence an institution which at present exists in name only. Members 
elected to the Board of Directors by the California Synod were—The Rev. Carl V. 
Tambert, The Rev. H. C. Lindsay, Mr. O. E. Nelson. Mr. Wm. B. Scheel was ap- 
pointed to serve as a member of the Board by the Executive Committee of the Cali- 
fornia Synod, the appointment being necessary due to the inability of the fourth 
elected member to serve. Inasmuch as the length of term was not officially decided 
by the Synod the elected members drew lots resulting as follows—Mr. O. E. Nelson, 
4 years; Pastor Lindsay, 3 years; Pastor Tambert, 2 years; and Mr. Wm. B. Scheel 
appointed for one year. 

Members elected to the Board by the Pacific Synod were—Mr. Marvin C. Johnson, 
4 years; Pastor J. L. Sawyer, 3 years; Mr. E. J. Juilfs, 2 years; and Pastor Fred T. 
Lucas, 1 year. 

These elected members of the Board of Directors held their first meeting on 
May 31, 1949, at the Claremont Hotel, Berkeley, California, at the same time of a 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the California Synod. The following officers 
of the Board were elected: 

President—The Rev. J. L. Sawyer, D.D. (Pacific) 
Vice President—The Rev. Carl V. Tambert (California) 
Treasurer—Mr. Marvin C. Johnson (Pacific) 
Secretary—Mr,. O. E. Nelson (California) 

These officers, together with other members of the Board, were officially 
inducted into office by the Rev. Robert Romeis, president of the Northern California 
Synod, conducting the service. 


The Executive Committee consists of the above named officers and Mr. Wm. B. 
Scheel. 


The Constitution for the Seminary, approved by both Synods, was adopted as 
the constitution for the Corporation. 

Due to a guiding action, passed by both synods, relative to using the good 
offices of the Board of Education of the United Lutheran Church in America in seck- 
ing the cooperation of other Lutheran synods or bodies in the establishment of the 
Seminary, the Executive Committee, while already empowered to incorporate the 
institution, has withheld the filing of articles of incorporation. It should be stated 
that at a meeting of the Board held at Mt. Hermon, July 20, 1949, and at a meeting 
of the Executive Committee held at Fresno, California, October 11, 1949, Dr. Gould 
Wickey, Executive Secretary of the Board of Education (ULCA) was present and the 
whole matter of Lutheran cooperation was studied, resulting in the request of the 
Seminary Board that Dr. Wickey make all the contacts with other Lutheran synods 


. nen To date, negative replies have been received from all except one Lutheran 
ody. 
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While the two synods took action looking to the opening of the Seminary not 
earlier than September 1, 1950, the Board is of the opinion that it is doubtful if the 
institution could be opened before the fall of 1951, possibly as late as the fall of 
1952. The success of the CHEY appeal will be a large determining factor relative 
to the opening of the Seminary. 

Possible building sites and locations have been investigated in Berkeley but 
no definite actions have been taken. Also a great deal of consideration has been 
given to the maiter of possible faculty members, but no actions have been taken. 

Application has been made to the Board of Education of the ULCA for a grant 
of $7500.00 for two years beginning as of July 1, 1952. Due to the fact that the 
Board's budget for 1950 and 1951 had already been approved by the Church there 
was no chance of getting assistance before 1952. 

In order to assist the Board of Directors in their work, the Executive Committees 
of the respective synods set aside the amount of $1,000.00 each, as a working fund. 
The treasurer's report is attached. 

The terms of Mr. Wm. B. Scheel (California) and the Rev. Fred T. Lucas, D.D. 
(Pacific), expire with the 1950 conventions of the respective synods. 

Respectfully submitted by the Board, 
Rev. J. L. Sawyer, D.D., Chairman 
Rev. Fred T. Lucas, D.D, 
Mr. Marvin C. Johnson 
Mr. Erwin J. Juilfs 
Rev. Carl V. Tambert 
Rev. H. C. Lindsay 
Mr. O. E. Nelson 
Mr. Wm. B. Scheel 


REPORT OF TREASURER BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
PACIFIC LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Receipts 
Advances from: 
BCE ATA CSS VLOG canes cee soe eee wera nee nant asic sas ou snsnncesnaundanenstevescadeceanerreremsry $1,000.00 
CECILY EAL CLS V.TNO Cl rast eee at oa tane ev ec ste aces aieaauicas sacasaceadvescGncansrasavenesatendancaae-B-on 1,000.00 
$2,000.00 
Expenditures: 
IBlorear's | sea VsYoye tg Yop eee eRe ieee cso eee ete aor ne ern ree $694.74 
PicSCE SUING Fic TOSS ecm ev eer eae ces ase oes tng nerarersoe= dcapanomsencsacsqsqsarea= 4.09 698.83 
Balance on hand November 29, 1949 ......2.......-ccssccccscecececcneescccennscessncereocencesenssenesees $1,301.17 


Respectfully submitted, 
MARVIN C. JOHNSON, Treasurer. 


The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz presented: 
REPORT OF CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Since June 1, 1949, Central Lutheran Theological Seminary (successor to Western 
Theological Seminary) has been operating as an institution within its own right. It 
is no longer a part of Midland Colege, though it enjoys a very friendly relationship 
with that institution. 

The enrollment during the first semester of the current year is sixteen regular 
students and two specials. Of the regular students there are three seniors, six are 
middlers and seven are juniors. Three new students have definitely declared their 
intention to enroll at the beginning of the second semester on January 3, 1950. 
One of those and three of those already enrolled are members of the California 
Synod. 

Z Central Seminary is grateful for the Synod’s support, financial and otherwise, 
and for the special gifts which friends of the cause and of the Christ have made. It 
solicits the Synod’s continued interest and prayers. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES P. BEASOM, JR. 
ALBERT B, SCHWERTZ. 
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Mr. Howard Logan presented: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LUTHERAN 


During the months of July-October 1949 a campaign was carried on to increase 
subscriptions to our church paper, The Lutheran. The results of this effort were very 
gratifying although had we been assigned a different season, the result might have 
been even more encouraging. Our total synodical subscription ran somewhere 
around 1700 copies. ™~ 

In the campaign we had about 50% of our congregations participating, which 
according to the Circulation Office of The Luthern is good. However, a number of 
these congregations had only small numbers of subscriptions. Two or three of our 
congregations are placing The Lutheran in each home of the congregations. This is 
the goal toward which we are striving. At the present, our synod has about 15,000 
communicant members. If we consider three to the family that means we have 
5,000 homes-and on the basis of 1700 subscriptions we are reaching one third of 
the homes of synod. 

The one third figure is very good if you consider what this average would mean 
in the ULCA with a communicant membership of approximately 1,000,000 members. 
On the same basis of one copy to a family using the figures above The Lutheran 
would have a circultaion of over 300,000, which by the way is the circulation figure 
of the church paper of our sister body, The Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod. 
However, The Lutheran circulation is somewhere near 70,000. 

Those who read The Lutheran know the quality of the magazine. Some of us 
would be lost without it. However, our people will not buy something which is not 
known to them. Let us suggest some ways in which The Lutheran might be purchased 
and read in your congregation. 

l. Purchase a few copies each week and place them in your church. Urge 
your people to read them. Call attention to articles through the weekly 
bulletin, and through your announcements. 

Refer to The Lutheran in your sermons. 

Ask someone person or group in your church to act as agent for The 
Lutheran. 

Secure a poster and subscription blanks and place them in your church. 
. Underwrite subscriptions for your entire congregation. 

The Executive Committee of Synod may have recommendations concerning 
another effort for The Lutheran this year. Of course when the new subscriptions 
expire in the Fall they will be renewable at the $1.75 rate. An informed membership 
is a consecrated membership. 


ae wn 


HOWARD L. LOGAN, Chariman. 


The following report was adopted: 


REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF THE 
CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN HOME 


Through God’s rich blessings the Women’s Fellowship of the California Lutheran 
Home has made noteworthy progress the past year. 

Original memberships are maintained and numerous new ones continually 
coming in showing increased interest in the work. 


The making of Memorials in honor of the departed has almost doubled in 
number. 


The Los Angeles Chapter held four Board meetings this past year. Three Key 


Women’s luncheon meetings, with representatives from all Los Angeles area 
churches were held during the year. 
The Annual All-Membership luncheon was held in February with an attend- 
ance of 300. 
The Home Coming Fall Festival at the Home in October was a happy and 
<a, aele eas re yee of $600.00 was turned in to the Infirmary Fund for 
© Home with which contributions from other chapters makes tot 
$700.00 for that Fund this year. : es Retr 
The Los Angeles Chapter also maintains a $500.00 sustaining fund, and con- 
tributes $100.00 per month to the maintenance of the Home. 
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The Bay Area, Frenso, San Diego and Valley Chapters are active and con- 
tributing to the welfare of the Home in various ways. 

The Fall Harvest Home ingathering brought an abundance of staple and canned 
foods to the Home from the churches throughout the Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. DORCAS T. DENTMAN, 
Director of Women’s Fellowship 
Synod of California 


The report of the Committee on Camp Yolijwa was adopted. The Rev. Quentin 
Garman, Director of the Camp, gave an inspiring account of the splendid program 
of the Camp and the greater plans for the future. 


REPORT OF THE CAMP COMMITTEE 


The camp committee is pleased to report that the camping season of 1949 was 
the most successful in the history of our Synod. During the seven one week camps 
184 campers were in attendance. This represents an increase of 32 per cent over 
the 1948 total of 139. Even more gratifying was the fact that approximately 40 per 
cent or 56 of the 1948 campers returned for the 1949 season. When the number of 
counselors, teachers, permanent staff, and kitchen staff is added to the number of 
campers we find that 305 individuals used the facilities of Yolijwa this past summer. 

Thirty-two Southern Conference Churches sent campers, as did one Northern 
Conference congregation. One of our campers was from another Lutheran Synod. 
Congregations sending the largest numbers of campers were as follows: Christ ' 
Lutheran, Pacific Beach, 36; First Lutheran, Glendale, 17; Holy Trinity, Inglewood, 
14; and First English Lutheran, Los Angeles, 12. 

During the season of 1950 an important change in one of the camps is planned. 
The Leadership Camp, potentially one of the most helpful to the adult leaders of 
our congregations, has not measured up in enrollments to its capacity. In order that 
Sunday School teachers, Youth Leaders, and others may attend, the committee is 
opening this camp to family enrollments. Pastors are urged to present this oppor- 
tunity to their congregational leaders immediately as many families make their 
vacation plans early. This will be an unexcelled opportunity to have your workers 
return for the fall program inspired and prepared to improve their work. 

Once again Pastor Heinecken, his family, and his helpers devoted several weeks 
of their time to preparing the camp for occupancy. In addition Pastor Heinecken 
was on call all summer for emergencies and gave of himself freely. It is impossible 
to thank him enough. 

Considerable improvement to our camp was made prior to its opening. A bull- 
dozen worked over the old roads and made several new ones around the site. With 
the assistance of this machine the area of the Outdoor Chapel was enlarged, and 
laier the Chapel was completely renovated. A fine stone altar was constructed. 
Three new tent platforms were built, and a very serviceable hobby room was made 
on the lower level of the lodge. This large room was completely covered with 
masonite and wired for lighting. New tables and benches were constructed for the 
hobby room and also for the lodge assembly and dining room. The recreation area 
was fenced on the downhill side and a drinking fountain was installed. The kitchen 
was completely relined with masonite and a new oil burner was installed in the 
range. The site of the upper Hillside Chapel was enlarged, and new benches pro- 
vided. A new building to house the electric generators was constructed and the 
power plants removed from the old building which was turned into a tool shed, and 
work shop. A new electric generator was purchased and installed. The dormitory 
roof was recovered, cess pools cleaned, over two hundred feet of two inch pipe was 
used to repair and maintain the water line. Broken windows were replaced, beds 
were painted, and other painting was done where necessary. Each year sees a 
marked improvement in the utility and the new worth of the camp. To all who 
assisted in this work we say, “Thank you.” 

During the coming season, we are anticipating further improvements to the 
camp and an increasing enrollment. The committee is most grateful to the Executive 
Committee of the Synod for setting aside five hundred dollars to be used in trans- 
porting campers from the Northern Conference. We are also very happy for the 
fact that the Executive Committee authorized a survey of the camp site this fall and 
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that Mr. Robert Inslee has agreed to prepare an overall Master Plan for future 
camp development. This will make possible a carefully planned and well ordered 
program of advance. : 

In closing this report the camp committee wishes to pay tribute to Pastor Quentin 
Garman of Pacific Beach, who has, directed the camp for the past two seasons at 
considerable personal sacrifice, and who has done a magnificent job. He and his 
good wife have planned the curriculum, ordered materials, secured staff members, 
and thrown themselves without reserve into every phase of the camp program. Such 
success as Yolijwa has had can be attributed in large measure to his unceasing 
efforts to make this camp one of the finest in the United Lutheran Church. We are 
very thankful indeed that he has consented to manage and direct the camp during 
the 1950 season. 

The following are the dates of the 1950 camps and we urge pastors and lay 
leaders alike to begin at once the recruiting of enrollments. 


Junior Boys (completed 4th or 5th grade in Public School)......---.-...-s.s-:-s-seesseesseneo= July 3-10 
Intermediate Boys (completed 6th or 7th grade in Public School).........----.---s---++- July 10-17 
Junior Girls (completed 4th and Sth grade in Public School).........--:-----se---:00-- July 17-24 
Intermediate Girls (completed 6th or 7th grade in Public School)..........------s-0-++ July 24-31 


Senior Boys (completed 8th and still in High School)......--..------sec-ssec-seeeeees 
Senior Girls (completed 8th and still in High School)..............------- 
Leadership Camp (All men and women 18 years and above) 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE CAMP COMMITTEE 
Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Chairman. 


The Rev. Frederick A. Smith presented the first reading of the following Amend- 
ments to the Constitution: 

"That Article III, Section I, Paragraph 3 of the Constitution of Synod be 
amended by the substitution of the word “installed” for the word “elected.” 
The report of the Committee on Student Work was adopted. The Rev. Fred 

Schenk, Student Pastor, was presented to the Convention and told about the work 
and plans of the Lutheran Student work in Southern California. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 


Student work on the territory of the California Synod is moving ahead in two 
ways. The first under the two student foundations of Northern and Southern Cali- 
fornia have their program of activities centering about the two student centers. In 
Northern California, Miss Ruth Lerud is serving as counsellor and the Student 
Foundation there is anticipating the erection of a new student center during 1950, 
using the grant of funds from the National Lutheran Council. 

In the South the program is guided by the Rev. Fred J. Schenk, student pastor 
in the Los Angeles area. 

Both of these leaders are representatives of the Student Service of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. Other Lutheran student groups are guided by pastors who 
volunteer their time and energy to act as student pastors on nearby campuses. 

The challenge of bringing Christ to the student population of our Synod is a 
challenging one. To do it effectively will call for more than the sacrifices of time 
and energy by pastors and laymen but also for financial participation by our con- 
gregations either directly or through the California Synod. 

The committee expresses appreciation to the staff members of the Student 
Service and to the volunteer pastors of our Synod for the work well done in the 
year of our Lord 1949. 


ROSS F. HIDY. 


The Tellers reported the following election results: 
Elected to the Executive Board of Synod— 
The Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Clergyman from the South. 
The Rev. Charles Miley, Clergyman from the North. 
Mr. Luther Vestergard—Layman from the South. 
Elected to the Board of Directors of the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary— 
Mr. William B. Scheehl. 
The report of the Board of Directors of Midland College was adopted. 
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Dr. Albert B. Schwertz presented The Rev. W. P. Hieronymous, President of 
ical College, who spoke on the continuing need for support from the California 
ynod. 


MIDLAND COLLEGE REPORT 


In the providence of God, Midland College was permitted to begin its 63rd 
year of continuous service to our youth, to the church, and to society. We deem it 
a high privilege, as well as a great responsibility, to be used by the Lord to build 
the Kingdom of God into the lives of those young people who will be the leaders in 
our church and in our nation. 

I—Officers of the Corporation 

The present officers of the corporate Board are: President, Dr. A. W. Young, 
Omaha, Nebraska; Vice President, Dr. Henry A. Gunderson, Fremont, Nebraska; 
Secretary, the Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, Lincoln, Nebraska; Treasurer, Mr. Bernard V. 
Beeson, Fremont, Nebraska. 


li—Officers of the College 


The present officers of the corporate Board are: President, Dr. W. P. Hieronymus; 
Acting Dean, Professor C. K. Burkholder; Treasurer and Business Manager, Mr. Ber- 
nard V. Beeson. 


ll—Our Students 


Regular daytime students number 437, which with the 42 evening class stu- 
dents, gives us a total of 479. The men outnumber the women better than two to 
one. In addition, there were 331 enrolled in the Summer Session in 1948. 

In a few catagories, we may record an increase, as for instance in the number 
of Lutheran students. Our college is actually serving 14 more Lutheran students this 
year than last. The Lutheran percentage has increased from 58% to 63%. It is 
interesting to note that of the students who attend Midland from outside of Fremont, 
77% are of the Lutheran faith. We are also gratified over the splendid increase in 
the number of young men who have the ministry in view; 57 this year as compared 
with 45 in 1948. Several girls are preparing themselves for full-time church work. 

This year our student body is most cosmopolitan in nature. They hail from 19 
states and from Washington, D. C., from the Atlantic as well as from the Pacific 
Coast. There are 14 students from 7 foreign countries. 

We do appreciate the splendid group of students from the California Synod. We 
have 17 students from the State of California and 1 from Phoenix, Arizona. California 
ranks second only to Nebraska in the number of students furnished. 

Iv—Our Finances 

Following is a summary statement of receipts and disbursements (for both 
Midland’ College and Central Theological Seminary) for the fiscal year, June 1, 1948, 
to May 31, 1949: 


INCOME 
Education and General 


Endowment Investments meee 9,227.87 
Gifts and Grants ........-.-.-.--- 92,474.11 
Sales and Services 3,263.84 
Other ncome: -cecsdcs-ccdconns deste See 7,289.50 
Auxiliary Enterprises 125,728.41 
{iehia tt adhalotoyneloy perce ye Pmert Ree any Gnade Dy poe perme peat $369,057.89 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Education and General 
Administration $ 63,122.64 
iieChnatb (oi: Long tod Mergen ttane Coren ne RMeees ee ee ane 126,815.62 
PH eu i Ving at ces tote esses cent towee ences cetctensiatecceons 8,795.85 
Plant Oper. and Maintenance ..........-.-+- 40,462.79 
Services Rendered cercccscccnceccececcsassecsscoesees 2,825.45 241,922.35 
Boxiliory cEntenprises | -c.tscc-.ccsoreacasac0-a-seceoncatersescenvennoedesconencseasase 137,419,94 
Other Non-Educational Expenses 8,414.79 
BT CHE CH MNT TS RIES SIT ON Sees opel ceased tie cscene, ae cqeasacewscon connie cea vesageaett-sneancsbes $387,757.08 
Operating Loss ....-.-ecscsessscsssssssecsesnnenssesneesecossissesessesessnssossasengesenssassncenencenseesenes $ 18,699.19 
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(This includes $1,235 which constituted the last payment on the construction 
contract of Men’s Memorial Hall.) 

We regret exceedingly that it was necessary to close our books at the end of 
the last fiscal year with an operation loss of $18,000. The fact that we have 40 
students fewer this year than last will reduce our income from students’ tuition and 
fees by about $14,000. It will be very difficult, if not impossible, to operate in the 

ck this year. 
oe + CONCLUSION, the morale of the faculty and the student body is high. Mid- 
land is effectively continuing its God-given task in educating. the type of leaders 
which our church and our country needs. An investment in Midland is most worth- 
while. From the standpoint of the church, such an investment brings the greatest 
dividends, for, while only 15% of our Lutheran young people attend our own chuch 
colleges, these institutions furnish our church with 85 to 90% of its pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and other full-time leaders. 
Recommendations: 

We recommend to the California Synod that 

(1) Midland College be placed upon the Synodical apportionment for 1950 in 
the amount of $5,500. 

Respectfully submitted, 


YOUR TRUSTEES: 
JAMES P. BEASOM, JR. 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ 


The Tellers reported the election of the following to 3-year terms to the Board 
of Directors for the Home for the Aged: 

The Rev. Harold Lorimer 

Mrs. F. C. Noel 

Mr. Luther Vestergard 


Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, President of the Synodical Missionary Society was 
presented to the Convention and brought greetings. 


The motion prevailed that the balloting for the Board Member for the Home of 
the Aged be designated for the unexpired one-year term made vacant by the resig- 
nation of The Rev. Carl V. Tambert. 


REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


The Synod of California continued its record of remarkable achievement in 
stewardship during the past year. Your Committee rejoices with you in the fact that 
we have met the challenge of 1949 to give ‘at least as much’ for benevolence as in 
1948, the double-apportionment year. We wish to commend the congregations and 
pastors for their faithfulness in this most important department of the Church's life. 

The 1949 stewardship film, ‘Like a Mighty Army,’ was shown at least once 
in every congregation, and to larger audiences than ever before. The other films, 
"And Now I See” and “Salt of the Earth,” had numerous showings, especially in 
the new mission congregations which have been organized since these films were 
distributed. The film-strip “Teamwork” and the Every Member Visitation training 
records were used in several parishes. We note that more congregations ordered 
and used more of the excellent EMV materials supplied by the Lutheran Laymen’s 
Movement than in any previous year, and that some form of Every Member Visita- 
tion was conducted in every congregation. 

The goal of Christian stewardship is the complete committal of all that we are 
and all that we have to the work of the Lord. To this end we commend most earnestly 


a continuous program of education in stewardship in the congregation, the Sunday | 


School and the youth groups by every means and material available. Such a pro- 
gram should include, besides the regular emphasis on greater giving, the repeated 
stressing of the tithe as a reasonable first step; helps toward the full surrender of 
life and vocation to the Lord; suggestions for the multiplication of our gifts by mak- 
ing the Church and its institutions beneficiaries in wills; and the presentation of 
the work of the Lutheran Laymen's Movement for Stewardship and the enlistment of 


members among our laymen. 
H. PAUL ROMEIS, Chairman. 
The report of the Committee on Stewardship was adopted. 
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The Rev. H. Paul Romeis emphasized the fact that the 1950 Budget of Synod 
and the amount in the CHEY Appeal are minimum goals which must be raised. 


The report of the Committee on the Ministerial Education was adopted. 


THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The work of this committee is an ever increasing work among those who are 
preparing or planning to prepare for the full time work of the Church. The need is 
getting greater and greater each year. It will be some time yet before the supply 
of those available fills the tremendous demand. 

It is well to note that only a few of our Churches are sending full time workers 
in the Kingdom. Again each congregation should adopt this goal of “EACH ONE 
HAVE ONE.” No longer can we expect others to provide our spiritual leaders for us. 

Many of the students this committee contacts are asking, ''When_ will the new 
Pacific Lutheran Seminary be opened?” The indication is that many are just waiting 
for it to open. We cannot afford to delay in our actions. 

The purpose of this committee is as follows: 

1. To contact and keep in contact with ministerial students as well as pros- 

pective candidates. 

2. To encourage in an official way the thinking of the students towards the 
ministry and work of the diaccnate. 

3. To provide, if necessary, the transportation rail fare to and from the college 
or seminary where they are preparing themselves. 

4. To provid esynodical financial aid where it is needed. This aid is deter- 
mined on the basis of the individual's ability to be able to assist himself or 
herself. For this synodical aid a promissory note is signed and returned to _ 
the committee before further aid is forthcoming. 

All students and prospective students should be placed in contact with this 
committee. We have a large list now and are seeking more. Continue to encourage 
prospects. 

Miss Patricia Chafin is our only student preparing for the diaconate at the 
present time. She is in Philadelphia at present. 

This committee has provided assistance to the following students during 1949: 
tation or synodical aid to anyone. 


Students Location Transportation Aid Total 
John Lindstrom ........ SERGI ONG wate ee ok aeten tance nee 4 $ 48.28 
Ervin Florance ......... SEED OLULOML ioe ueragysusdere oa eactceeecees ease iy 45.00 
@harles Clark <t--1.. SP eTMOMt reseectade och cin cetenatee 4 250.00 340.00 
Boni hortestnstisses-s0: Fremont ...2.-..-.3. i 75.00 120.00 
Jack Glidewell ......... BERGINOM I esas ete .c : 174.00 230.13 
Gerold Pedersen ....... Minneapolis .... ! 125.00 265.00 
GLU FICLISHOIND ccc LOMOMG fcc nc cncncecserecs-nencesneoscoanneree : 150.00 270.00 
FONG S  VOUNCUISE srs LOMION, co. nsesce-evacceecesencecc=aacn-ahGane 90.00 
E. Gene Vosseler........ Ipigevan\oyaheh tateeteet eee ! 250.00 340.00 
Patricia Chafin ....... Philadelphia 162.50 162.50 
VOLT MOHOTS oo scarces (Ge ayilaVe (ere Ut Ree aera ea ae mee 75.00 75.00 
Herbert Ringo ABigeacves aie Reese eee eee nt 60.96 60.96 
Walter-Zarth.2......: RU IVIEIMS CHO OLS © on cases t sane eye asnentnsen 55.00 125.00 180.00 
James Fincher ........... ABiqsvaavouane MLpeppaee nia ee 75.00 75-00 
Stanley Olson. ........... Minneapolis 100.00 
George Steffens ......... TB iSpam(ey 21 tachometer 125.00 170.00 


Unless requests are sent to the committee, we do not forward either transpor- 
tation or snodical aid to anyone. 

This committee wishes to express thanks and appreciation to the Board of 
Education of the ULCA, to Dr. Gould Wickey, and to the Synod of California for 
the wonderful cooperation in assisting the students preparing for the ministry and 


diaconate. 
Also to the pastors of the synod for sending us the names of students for our 


files. 
May God continue to bless us as we strive together with Him to bolster the 


work of His kingdom here on the west coast. 
Respectfully submitted, 


THE COMMITTEE, 
Arthur W. Alm, Chairman 
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The motion prevailed that the Committee on Resolutions be instructed to bring 
in a Resolution expressing our gratitude to the Board of Education of the U.L.C.A. 
for the valuable assistance they have rendered by supplying transportation for our 
ministerial students. 

The motion prevailed that we also instruct the Resolutions Committee to prepare 
a Resolution expressing our gratitude for the help and cooperation of the Board of 
Social Education of the U.L.C.A. and the Board of American Missions of U.L.C.A., 
The Women’s Missionary Society of the U.L.C.A., and the Lutheran Layman’s Move- 
ment in furthering our vital Missionary Program. ~ 

The Tellers report that The Rev. Henry Scherer was elected to the unexpired 
term on the Board of Directors of the Home for the Aged. : 

Mr. Kenneth Hartzheim, a student preparing for the Gospel Ministry at Midland 
College presented a Synodical check, No. 2719, for $7,500.00 to Dr. Reinartz as a 
contribution for the CHEY Program of the U.L.C.A. 

Following a recess, Dr. Reinartz spoke on the work and plans of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. Outlining particularly developments in the inter- 
Lutheran relationships. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Huntinton Park, California, February 2, 1950 

The fifth session was opened at 9:00 A.M. with devotions, led by the chaplain, 
the Rev. Thomas Daly. 

The minutes of the Fourth Session were approved as distributed. 

The convention was recessed to make possible separate meetings of the Min- 
isterium and the Laymen. 4 

The convention resumed its meeting at 10:00 A.M. 

The motion prevailed that the officers of Synod be declared the official trustees 
of Synod, 

The report of the Committee on the President’s Report was adopted seriatim. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


The committee is impressed as all of us are again this year with the growth 
of our Saviour’s Church in the California Synod as evidenced in the president's 
report as well as in all other reports, but also brought to remembrance by our 
president that we “have only begun to fight’ for our Lord and His Church and that 
we have marching orders calling for a higher devotion and an enlivened fervor. 

After careful consideration of the report of the president of Synod, the com- 
mittee recommends to Synod the following: 

l. That Synod, because the whole spirit of the convention is reflected in an 
effective way in the president's report, request every pastor to read Dr. 
Beasom’s report, if not in full at least in part, to his Church Council at the 
next meeting and to any congregational auxiliaries, if possible, and urge 
every lay delegate to quote vital portions of the report in his report to his 
congregation concerning the Synod convention. 

2. That Synod emphasize Dr. Beasom’s request for greater stress upon the 
Home Altar by urging all congregations, where possible, to send as many 
parents and church leaders to attend the Church and Home Teaching Program 
of the Parish and Church School Board upon the territory of Synod from 
April 30 through May 19 inasmuch as the burden of these series of three- 
night institutes will be on the timely study of the cooperation of the Christian 
home with the Church. 

3. That Synod whole-heartedly approve the suggestion of the president to make 
1950 a Synodical Year of Jubilee by: 
a. Appointing a committee on Faith and Life charged with the task of assist- 

ne our pastors and congregation to a deepening of our Christian faith and 
ife. 

b. Realizing the dire necessity of meeting the synodical benevolence appor- 
tionment in full and now beginning to exceed it for the ever larger work 
which must be done for our Lord on the west coast, to approve the presi- 
dent's second proposal with the following rewording: ‘We summon our 
pastors and congregations to place the synodical apportionment as the 
first obligation of the benevolence budget of each congregation.” 
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c. Making a crusade of Evangelism and by continuing the strong appeal 
for Lutheran World Action in this year when it will be harder to keep 
“Love’s Arm Working.” 

d. Setting aside a Synodical Sunday of Jubilee preferably sometime in the 
fall season to have every member present at the services and to receive 
a Jubilee offering for Christian Highr Education. 

4, That although this suggestion has been made before in previous years Synod 
urges more strongly than ever pastors and congregations to contact and call 
upon the presidents of the conferences and their neighboring pastors for 
worship services, occasions, and problems which do not necessarily need 
the presence nor service of the president of Synod. 

5. That Synod express its gratitude to Almighty God and appreciation to Dr. 
Beasom for his faithful stewardship, superior leadership, and unstinting de- 
votion to every congregation of the Synod and to the whole life and work 
of the Kingdom as he discharges the responsibilities of his office. That we 
express formally to our president the affirmation of our continued confidence 
in his leadership and our pledge to “hold up his hands” by the help of God 
throughout this new term of office by rising vote and a few moments of 
silent prayer when all may lift their petitions to God to consecrate us anew, 
president and congregations, pastors and laymen, as co-laborers with each 
other and with Him in His holy work. 


Respectfully submitted, 
DONALD W. ENDTER, Chairman. 


The motion prevailed that after the next ballot for Synod delegates to the 
U.L.C.A. Convention, voting be limited on succeeding ballots to double the number 
still required. 

The report of the Claims Committee was adopted. 


REPORT OF CLAIMS COMMITTEE 


Transportation of Delegates to Synod..............sssssesesensceeeeeeees $1,288.74 
SSE LUIGI MIS OLA CO Meee oot cekteee ns cees micrertnes orcusnastaeusesssuncttnaynnsntsacecas 48.75 
Nema fore SOU VICOMCIED ote ALLO 1S scree teunctecemeeotcees cence tencnea cere scsnaeseac 10.00 
Officer Suppligs!= Telephones Ct.) .c.te.seacees cect enxcac-sson-cshaceoeanesseeten 10.00 


$ 1,357.49 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE REV. HENRY SCHERER 


The report of the Committee on Excuses was adopted, 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


The Committee is pleased to report that a high level of attendance has been 
established by both the clerical and lay delegates at this Fifty-ninth Annual Con- 
vention of Synod. 

Requests to be excused have been received from Pastors Delmar L. Dyreson, 
Carl Miller, Lawrence Vosseler, Elwood Schwenk, W. F. Poat, J. C. Bitter, W. E. 
Crouser, Ernest Trabert, C. F. Oehler, D. C. Wright, Thomas Allport and Edward 
Hamme. ; 

Excuses have been granted to the above, and also to all retired pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and chaplains who have been unable to attend, 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE COMMITTEE OF EXCUSES 
J. Benner Weaver 
Erwin Bosseler 
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The report of the Committee on Letters and Papers was adopted. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND PAPERS 


The following letters and papers have been received during the meeting of 
Synod: 
1. A letter from D. E. Wright, Navy Chaplain at Naval Training Center, Great 
Lakes, Illinois. ing 
2. A telegram received from A. O. Bloom, President of.the Southern District of 
the California Conference. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THE REV. J. WM. BOWAN, Chairman, 


The report of the Secretary of the Northern Conference was adopted. 


The meeting of the Northern Conference was called to order by President 
Robert Romeis. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that a post Easter pastoral retreat be held 
for all conference pastors. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the treasurer disburse $25.00 to the 
Lutheran Welfare Council of Northern California and $25.00 to the Northern Cali- 
fornia and Western Nevada Council of Churches. 

The matter of Mt. Cross Camp was discussed with no action taken. 

The following officers were elected: Pres., Pastor Robert Romeis; Vice Presi- 
dent, Pastor Dale Click; Secretary, Pastor Milus Bonker; Treas., Mr. Frants Jensen. 

The meeting adjourned with prayer. 

MILUS BONKER, Secretary 


The report of the Secretary of the Southern Conference was adopted, 
Minutes of the Southern Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Cali- 
fornia. 
The Southern Conference met on January 31, 1950, in connection with the annual 
convention of Synod. The following were elected as officers of the Conference: 
The Rev. Carl Tambert, President 
The Rev. Charles P. Smith, Secretary 
The Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Vice-President 
The Rev. Arthur Alm, Treasurer 
A motion prevailed to refer to the executive committee of Conference the matter 
of equalizing the expense of travel for delegates to joint conference meetings, upon 
the basis of communing membership. 
A motion prevailed authorizing the executive committee to confer with the 
Northern Conference regarding a joint conference to be held next fall. 


Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES P. SMITH, Secretary. 


The report of the Laymen’s Meeting was adopted. 
REPORT OF THE MEETING OF LAYMEN 


The Laymen of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California respectfully submit 

the following recommendations: 

1. That some method of nomination and recognition of candidates for elective 
offices be found to eliminate the confusion of voting, particularly as it applies 
to laymen. 

2. The Executive Board uses its lay members to devise ways and means to 
give to our laity a continuing education regarding our Church at large and 
its needs, that we might more intelligently enter into the fullness of our 
responsibilities. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. S. JOHNSTON, Chairman. 

The Supplementary Report of the Executive Committee was presented and 

the motion was made and seconded that the report be adopted. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Executive Committee recommends that: 

“Because of the fact that the right to enter into inter-Synodical relationsships 
with other bodies in an official capacity belongs only to the United Lutheran Church 
in America we shall refer the matter of our relationship with the Mt. Cross Bible 
Camp Association to this Board of the U.L.C.A. for study and action.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


Paul H. Wolpert, Secretary. 
The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Ross Hidy presented the following resolution: 

‘Inasmuch as the present programs of our Lutheran Student Foundations of 
Northern. and Southern California, the Lutheran Welfare Councils of Northern and 
Southern California, and certain other inter-synodical projects such as the Mt. Cross 
Lutheran Bible Camp of Northern California, must approach the constituent congre- 
gations for financial support for their ministry, we move that there be established in 
California, an advisory board to review the present and long-range programs of 
these arms of the church; such Advisory Board to consist of those Synod, Conference, 
or District Presidents and one, or more, other Pastors or Laymen, if not contrary to 
the policy of the church, and that this group be enjoined to meet in close proximity 
to the meeting of the Regional Home Mission Committees to spare time and expense. 
We further express our unwillingness to participate in any ministry through any 
auxiliary arm or association on our Synod’s territory which will not so counsel and 
plan in democratic fashion so as to place the planning of these agencies in proper 
relation and wise consideration of the total needs and plans of our Church.” 


The resolution was adopted. 


The report of the second meeting of the Ministerium was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE MINISTERIUM 


Feb. 2, 1950. 

The ministerium of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of California met in St. Luke’s Luth- 
eran Church at 9:30 A.M. on Feb. 2nd, 1950. 

The motion prevailed that the Secretary be instructed to send telegrams to all 
former presidents of the Synod who are retired, bringing them the greetings of 
the Synod. 

The motion prevailed that we recommend to the Executive Committee that during 
the 1951 Convention and all succeeding conventions of Synod the retired Pastors be 
recognized as a special order of business. 

The motion prevailed that the Secretary of Synod be instructed to send a letter 
of greetings to the Rev. and Mrs. George Kohls, returned missionaries from China. 

The motion prevailed that an official letter of greeting be sent to all missionaries, 
chaplains, and employees of the Church outside the territory of the Synod, who are 
clerical members of the Synod, assuring them of the Synod’s continued good wishes. 

The motion prevailed that the Resolutions Committee be instructed to prepare a 
resolution, expressing our concern over the developments in the world armament 
race, and reiterating our faith in the Gospel as the only way to a lasting peace. 

The motion prevailed that the Resolutions Committee be asked to prepare a 
resolution, expressing our sympathy over the death of Pastor Walter Maier, and that 
a copy of this resolution be sent to the Missouri Synod and the bereaved family 
of Dr. Maier. 

The Examining Committee presented the following recommendation: 

"The Examining Committee unanimously recommends that the Rev. Ragnar 
Kjeldahl, Y.M.C.A. Secretary for Merchant seaman in San Francisco, and San Fran- 
cisco Council of Churches’ Port Chaplain to Merchant Seamen, be placed on the 
Clerical Roll of the Synod, subject to his appearing before, and approval by, the 
Examining Committee in conformity with Article VII-A, Section III, Paragraph 4 of 
the Constitution; enrollment to take place if and when the affirmative vote of the 
Examining Committee is certified by the Examining Committee to the Executive Com- 


mittee of Synod.” 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer, led by the Rev. Milus Bonker. 


PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary. 
55 


The Rev. Kenneth E. Linton presents the following report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Your resolutions committee offers the following resolutions: 
Resolved: 


a 


10. 


11. 


12. 


14. 


15. 


That we express our deep appreciation to Pastor loci, Charles P. Smith and 
the congregation of St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church for the splendid 
manner in which they have entertained this Fifty-ninth Convention of the 
Synod of California. May we express this appreciation by a rising vote. 
That we thank the St. Luke’s Ladies’ Aid for the tasty luncheons and the 
wonderful way in which they served them. 


. That we express our gratitude to the Board of Education of the U.L.C.A. 


for the valuable assistance they have rendered by supplying transportation 
for our ministerial students. 


That we express our gratitude for the excellent services performed by Mr. 
Wayne Pfundstein, the Comptroller of the Synod. 


That we exhibit our heart-felt thanks to the Women’s Missionary Society, 
Board of American Missions, Board of Social Missions, and the Lutheran 
Laymen’s Movement for their help and cooperation in the vital missionary 
program of Synod. 


That we pledge and continue support to the activities of the Committee of 
1000 and give them a vote of thanks for the splendid rally held prior to 
the opening of Synod. 


That we express our deep appreciation to the Luther League of America 
for choosing as its special mission objective, the territory of Hawaii, which 
is a part of our Synod. 


That we acknowledge our hearty thanks to Dr. Oscar Carlson, D.D., for 
his presentation of the 1950 Knubel-Miller lectures on the subject of 
“Evangelism.” 


That we express our sincere gratitude for the presence and messages of 
Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, Secretary of the U.L.C.A. and official representative 
to this meeting of Synod. 


That we express our deep appreciation for the presence and messages of 
such notable leaders in our Lutheran Churches as The Rev. W. P. Hierony- 
mous, Ph.D., President of Midland College, The Rev. Konrad Koosman, 
President of the California District of the A.L-C., and The Rev. Royal Lesher, 
Secretary of the U.L.C.A. 


That we pledge our earnest support and offer up our prayers for the suc- 
cess of the CHEY Program in the U.L.C.A. and this Synod. Furthermore, that 
we include in this pledge of support and abundance of sincere prayers, the 
establishment of the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. Furthermore, 
that we rise and offer up a silent prayer at this moment for these achieve- 
ments. 


That we pledge our hearty support and love and co-operation to President 
James P. Beasom, Jr., D.D., in his new term of office and to the other officers 
of Synod may we express this pledge by rising. 


That in this day of disturbed and disturbing relationships between the 
Nations and peoples of the World, and in view of the forces for destruction 
which seems to be building threat upon threat to all peoples of the World— 
That we remind the congregations of Synod to continually bring before the 
Throne of God the needs of all peoples and Pray for the Guidance of the 
God upon the Governments of Nations. Furthermore, that the Chaplain of 
Synod offer a Prayer for this guidance in the building and preservation of 
World Peace, and that copies of this resolution be sent to all representa- 
tives in congress from the territory of our Synod. 


That the Testimonial preamble to the Testimonial Book given to Dr. Beasom 
be included in the Minutes of Synod. 
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16. That the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California of the U.L.C.A. express 
its sympathy to the family of Dr. Walter Maier, at his call to his heavenly 
home, and to thank Almighty God for the fruitful Evangelistic Ministry of 
this Consecrated Servant of the Savior. In his faithful use of the Radio as a 
means of Evangelism, he not only brought the Word of God to countless 
millions and presented the Saviour of Men to sin-stained souls, but also 
brought honor to the Lutheran Church in our Country, and was revered by 
those fellow-Lutheran Pastors who often found their Pastoral Ministry 
strengthened by the Evangelistic preaching of Dr. Walter Maier. 


17. That the Constitution Committee clarify the technical status of such Pastors 
as are in the welfare work of the Church, to the end that they be given the 
tight to vote and have their travel expenses to the Synod be paid by the 
Synod. : 

Respectfully submitted, 


THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
The motion prevailed that the report be adopted seriatim. 


Items 1-12 were adopted. Item 13 was stricken from the record. Item 14 was 
amended to include the sentence, “and that copies of this resolution be sent to all 
representatives in congress from the territory of our Synod.” Item 15 was adopted. 
Item 16 was adopted. Item 17 was adopted and referred to the Executive Committee 
for clarification. 


The report as a whole was adopted. 
The Rev. Henry Scherer made the following motion: 


"I move that the Executive Committee of Synod appoint a committee of seven 
persons, four of whom shall not be members of the Executive Committee, to present 
to the 1951 Convention of Synod, nominations for every elective office.” 


The motion was seconded and carried. 


The report of the Social Missions Committee was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


The attention of the delegates to Synod is called to the report on Social Action 
on page 24 in the 1949 ULCA Year Book. The Year Book also contains a report on 
the Home for the Aged as found on page 86. 


Financial assistance was received through the Board of Social Missions for the 
Welfare Council of the North, and the Welfare Council of the South for the year 
1949, Also the Home for the Aged was given aid for the year. The committee is 
grateful for this assistance, and has applied for further financial support for these 
causes for the year 1950. 


The program for evangelism, as outlined for 1950 will be given thorough con- 
sideration in connection with the meetings of Synod. Too much stress cannot be 


_ placed upon this year’s special effort in evangelism, which is under the chairman- 


ship of Dr. J. George Dorn. 


Beginning January 1, 1950, Pastor Edward J. Mattson will be in charge of the 
Welfare Council of the North. With him leading the work in the North, and Dr. 
Smith as Secretary for the Council in the South, we have an added reason for 
wholeheartedly supporting our Welfare Councils. 

Reports to Synod are being made by the Welfare Council of the North and the 
Welfare Council of the South. These organizations deserve the wholehearted support 
of our congregations, and should be included in our congregational budgets for 1950. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CLIFFORD B, HOLAND, Chairman. 
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The Rev. Clarence F. Crouser made the following motion: 

"T move that a committee be appointed to investigate the possibility of secur- 
ing group insurance for pastors and their families within the bounds of our Synod, 
similar to that provided by the Board of American Missions for mission pastors; and 
paid for on a voluntary, self-contributory basis.” 

The motion was carried. 

The Rev. E. Dale Click made the following motion: 

"That the Executive Committee of Synod be empowered to study and act upon 
a blanket bonding for all local congregational treasurers.” 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

. The tellers reported the following results in the balloting for delegates to the 
U.L.C.A. convention: 


CLERGY 

REGULAR ALTERNATE 
1. The Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr. The Rev. J. George Dorn 
2. The Rev. Carl V. Tambert The Rev. Albert B. Schwertz 
3. The Rev. J. Benner Weaver The Rev. Henry Scherer 
4. The Rev. Paul H. Wolpert The Rev. Charles A. Miley 
5. The Rev. Ross F. Hidy The Rev. H. Paul Romeis 
6. The Rev. Robert S. Romeis The Rev. L. A. Failing 
7. The Rev. Quentin Garman The Rev. Donald Wagner 

LAY 

REGULAR ALTERNATE 
1. Mr. Leo Johnston Mr. Howard Logan 
2. Mr. Robert Cummings Mr. Howard Weisman 
3. Mr. F.C. Noel Mr. Wayne Pfundstein 
4. Mr. Luther Vestergard Mr. F. J. Bowman 
5. Mr. Carl Bell Mr. Jerald Vogel 
6. Mr. G. Olson Mr. Wm. B. Scheehl 
7. Mr. Frants Jensen Mr. R. Klutz 


The motion prevailed that the Letter of Invitation from St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Sacramento, California, inviting the Evangelical Luthern Synod of Cali- 
fornia to hold its 60th Annual Convention at the above named church in 1951 be 
referred to the Executive Committee for approval. 


The motion prevailed that the United Lutheran Publication House be petitioned 
to supply additional help to the Los Angeles Book Store so that its manager, Mr. 
Howard Logan, or designated representative may be free to make field trips to the 
various congregations. 

The President of Synod presented the Rev. Edward N. Spirer, director of the 
Division of Church Extension, to the convention and thanked him publicly for the 
excellent service he is rendering to the church in the erection of new church buildings. 

The Minutes of the Fifth Session were read and approved subject to the addi- 
tions to be made at the conclusion of the convention. 


The newly elected officers were installed into their respective offices by the 
President of Synod. 


Th 59th Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 


was officially closed at 1:15 P.M. by the President of the Synod, using the pre- 
scribed order. 


JAMES P. BEASOM, JR., D.D., President 
PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the Minutes of the 59th 
Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, held in St. 
Luke's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Huntington Park, California, on January 30th 
and 3lst, and February Ist and 2nd, 1950. 


PAUL H. WOLPERT, Secretary. 
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1950 PRESIDENTS—NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


Fresno, First Lutheran (Friendship Circle-—Mrs. Clara Shafer, 7546 Maroa Ave., 
Fresno, Calif. 


Fresno, First (Chi Rho Circle}—Mrs. Dorothy Slinkard, 1221 Princeton Ave., Fresno, 
Calif. 


Fresno, St. Paul’s (Women of the Church}—Mrs. A. S. Claus, 2112 Lotus Ave., Fresno, 
Calif. 


Honolulu, Hawaii Honolulu Lutheran (Ladies Guild}—Mrs. Hector Thorsen, Star 
Route, Box 104, Mauula, Oahu, T. H. 


Oakland, First (Women of the Church)}—Mrs. C. T. Gutleben, 4715 McArthur Blvd., 
Oakland, Calif. 


Oakland, St. John’s (Womens Missionary Society)—Mrs. J. S. Kissinger, 2117 Seminary 
Ave., Oakland, Calif. 


Oakland, St. Michael’s Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. J. J. Gent, 2885 
Shasta Road, Berkeley, Calif. 


Oakland, St. Michael's (Women of the Church—Scheehl Kramer group)—Mrs. Harold 
Cannon, 6 Don Gabriel Way, Orinda, Calif. 


Project City, St. James (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Dorothy Craig, Box No. 5, Project 
City, Calif. 


Reno, Good Sheperd (The Shepherdess Circle-—Mrs. Wm. Hooper, Victory Heights, 
Reno, Nevada. 


Richmond, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Betty Holms, 914 El Portel Park, San 
Pablo, Calif. 


Richmond, St. James (Women of the Church}—Mrs. Clara Rosensirauch, 2301 Carlson 
Blvd., Richmond, Calif. 


Sacramento, First (Women of the Church)}—Mrs. Warren Raymond, 3248 10th Ave., 
Sacramento, Calif. 


Sacramento, St. John’s (Dorcas Society}—Mrs. Kathryn Rasmussen, 1401 8th Ave., 
Sacramento, Calif. 


Sacramento, St. John's (Mary E. Oehler society)—Mrs. Gladys Smithback, 1808 "O” 
St., Sacramento, Calif. 


Sacramento, St. Paul’s (Missionary Guild)—Mrs. Alma Johanson, 5253 22nd Ave., 
Sacramento, Calif. 


San Francisco, First (Women's Guild)}—Mrs. Geo. Kinnune, 571 33rd Ave., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 


San Francisco, St. Mark’s (Women of the Church)—Miss Irene Brown, 483 Buena 
Vista St., San Francisco, Calif. 


San Francisco, St. Matthews (Women’s Missionary Society+—Mrs. A. Kemmerle, 4316 
23rd St., San Francisco, Calif. 


San Francisco, Temple (Women of the Church}—Mrs. Earle Steele, 1538 Visitacion 
Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 


San Jose, Grace (Missionary Women of the Church}—Mrs. Jack W. Veley, 16080 
Alum Rock Ave., San Jose, Calif, : 


San Leandro, Epiphany (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Mildred Wiemken, 2008 Horne 
St., San Leandro, Calif, 


San Mateo, St. Andrews (Women of St. Andrews)—Mrs, Henry Fuller, 200 Borel, San 
Mateo, Calif. 


Vallejo (St. Paul's Guild)—Mrs. Elmer Dillrud, 970 Grant St. Vallejo, Calif. 


Yreka, Mt. Zion (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Clara Goerges, 307 S. Oregon St., 
Yreka, Calif. 
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1950 PRESIDENTS—SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Alhambra, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. R, L. Anderson, 241 No. Santa 
Anita, San Gabriel, Calif, 


Alhambra, Grace (Christian Life Circle)—Mrs. Myles P. Bennett, 5088 Alhambra Ave., 
Los Angeles 32, Calif. : 


Alhambra, Calif. Lutheran Home (Louisa Miller Missionary Society)—Mrs. Genevieve 
Lyons, 2500 So. Fremont, Alhambra, Calif. 

Alhambra, Our Saviours (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Henry Coates, 1526 S. Camp- 
bell, Alhambra, Calif. 


Altadena, Altadena Lutheran (Women of -the Church)—Mrs. Marie Johnson, 702 W. 
Harriet St., Altadena, Calif. 


Beverly Hills, Beverly Hills Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs, Elsie Spicer, 127 
N. Hamilton Dr., Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Burbank, Luther Memorial (Dorcas Society)—Miss Kathryn Young, 227 W. Cedar, 
Burbank, Calif. 


Culver City, Grace (Ladies of Grace Lutheran}—Mrs. Harold Crawford, 3265¥% Fay 
Ave., Los Angeles 34, Calif. 

El Monte, Redeemer (Women of the Church)—Mrs. M. H. Remington, 2615 N, Paulson 
Ave., El Monte, Calif. 

Gardena, St. Johns (Women of the Church}—Mrs, Helen Somer, 1328 W. 16lst St, 
Gardena, Calif. 

Glendale, First (Women’s Council of Christian Missions)—Mrs. Harry Sime, 2110 E, 
Chevy Chase, Glendale, Calif. 

Glendale, First (Business and Professional Women)—Charlotte Schoffer, 112 N. Ver- 
dugo, Glendale 6, Calif. 

Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. M, H. Shoreen, 4126 
Edenhurst Ave., Los Angeles 39, Calif. 

Hollywood, Hollywood Lutheran (Florence M. Welty Society)—Mrs. Lorraine B. 
Gottschalk, 47582 Franklin Ave., Hollywood 27, Calif. 

Huntington Park, St. Luke’s (Gospel Light Society)—Mrs. Anna Keighley, 7010 Marconi, 
Huntington Park, Calif. 

Hunting Park, St. Lukes (Go Ye Society)—Mrs. Elva Johnson, 4036 Broadway, Hunt- 
ing Park, Calif. 

Inglewood, Holy Trinity (Dorcas Society—Mrs. LeRoy Wardle, 8110 Third Ave., 
Inglewood, Calif. 

La Canada, Evangelical Lutheran in Foothills (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Herbert 
Peters, 4376 Hayman Ave., La Canada, Calif. 

Lakewood, Lakewood Evangelical (Women of the Church)—Mrs, Violet Lange, 
5432 Brittain St., Long Beach 8, Calif. . 

Las Vegas, Reformation Lutheran (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Mary Daly, 245 
N. 20th St., Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Long Beach, Faith Lutheran (Women’s Missionary Society}—Mrs. Julia Sexauer, 
3533 Easy Ave., Long Beach 10, Calif. 

Long Beach, Trinity (Women of the Church}—Mrs. Elfreda Screws, 2830 Fashion 
Ave., Long Beach 10, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Advent (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Cyrus E. Johnson, 206 N. Mari- 
posa Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Advent (Dorcas Society—Miss Margaret Brandt, 4193¥% Leimert Blvd., 
Los Angeles 43, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Advent (Iota Eeta Sigma)—Mrs. Barbara Johnson, 619 N. Kenmore, 
Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Bethany (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Justin Malone, 5638 Carlton 
Way, Hollywood 28, Calif. 

Los Angeles, First English (Women of the Church-Day Group)—Mrs. Harry W. Hahn, 
1655 Ben Lomond Drive, Glendale 2, Calif. 

Los Angeles, First English (Women of the Church-Evening Group}—Miss Elsie 
Roos, 2565 W. 11th St., Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
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Los Angeles, St. Marks (Women’s Missionary Society}—Mrs. M. Volkert, 4012 Wood- 
lawn Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 

Los Angeles, St. Marks (Loving Hearts Society)}—Mrs. Rosemary Beemer, 6113¥% S&. 
Main St., Los Angeles, Calif. 

Los Angeles, St. Pauls (W.M.S. of St. Paul’s)}—Mrs. William Har, 1931 So. Charlotte 
Ave., San Gabriel, Calif. 

Los Angeles, St. Paul’s (Yowomis Society)—Miss Shirlee Miller, 531 N. Eastman, 
Los Angeles 33, Calif. 8 

Los Angeles, Transfiguration (Dorcas Society)—Mrs. Harlan Moore, 411 Campbell 
St., Playa Del Rey, Calif. 

North Hollywood, St. Matthews (Mena Spirer Society}—Mrs. Elvida Kohnen, 4233 
Bakman Ave., N. Hollywood, Calif. 

North Hollywood, St. Matthews (Faith Society-Mrs. Mary Shrader, 5253 Norwich 
Ave., Van Nuys, Calif. 

Pasadena, Trinity (Women of the Church)—Mrs. A. Templar, 1208 Oxford Ave., Pasa- 
dena, Calif. 

Phoenix, Faith (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Emil Demchak, 2540 E. Devenshire 
Ave., Phoenix, Arizona. 

Phoenix, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Roger C. Thomas, 135 E. Missouri, 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

Pomona, Trinity (Women of the Church}—Mrs. Ann Daisley, 310 Alvarado, Pomona, 
Calif. 

Redlands, First (Women of the Church)—Mrs. George Ott, 21 W. University, Red- 
lands, Calif. 

Redlands, First (Women’s Guild)—Mrs. D. L. Spindt, 1010 College Ave., Redlands, 
Calif. 

Riverside, Trinity (Women’s Missionary Guild)}—Mrs. F. W. Heinecken, 3925 Walnut 
St., Riverside, Calif. 

Riverside, Trinity (Nona M. Diehl Society)—Mrs. Florence Snyder, 3569 Eucalyptus 
Ave., Riverside, Calif. 

San Bernardino, First (Women of the Church}—Mrs. H. N. Larson, 1496 Crescent 
Ave., San Bernardino, Calif. 

San Bernardino, First (Young Women of the Church)—Mrs, Arthur Alm, 631 G St, 
San Bernardino, Calif. 

San Diego, First (Women of the Church-Day Group)—Mrs. Martin Johnson, 525 22nd 
St., San Diego, Calif. 

San Diego, First (Women of the Church-Evening Group)—Mrs. Esther Wells, 4268 
Fairmount Ave., San Diego, Calif. 

San Diego, First (Women of the Church-Junior Group)—Mrs. H. M. Urbach, 5934 
Alta Mesa Way, San Diego, Calif. 

- San Diego, St. Peters By The Sea (Ocean Beach) (Women of the Church)—Miss Eleanor 
Pinkley, 4017 Del Mar, San Diego, Calif. 

San Diego, Christ Lutheran (Pacific Beach) (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Olin Blount, 
3130 Cauby 8t., San Diego, Calif. 

Santa Barbara, Grace (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Ole Tweidt, 2513 Orella 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 

San Fernando, St. Marks (Women of the Church)—Mrs. R. E. Gerke, 8939 Noble 
Ave., Sepulveda, Calif. 

Santa Monica, St. Paul’s (Guild and Missionary Society)—Mrs. A. I. Widl 
19th St., Santa Monica, Calif. = eee a 

Tucson, Our Saviour’s (Women of the Church)—Mrs. Alfred Schulz, 2620 N. Far- 
geans Ave., Tucson, Arizona. 

Westwood Village (Village Lutheran Missionary Guild)—Mrs. G Ord: 
Rochester, West Los Angeles 24, Calif. So ae ae 


West Whittier, Salem (Women of the Church)}—Mrs. Helen Haberland, 10760 § 
Bonavista Lane, Whittier, Calif. , : 


Van Nuys, St. Andrews (Women of the Church)—Mrs. H Mi 
Ave., Sherman Oaks, Calif. ey RO Se ed 
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MINUTES OF THE 


Fitty-Eighth Annual Convention 


OF VHE 


WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Theme: “IF WE LOVE HIM, WE WILL BE BUILDERS.” 


FIRST SESSION 


April 25, 1950, 9:00 a.m. 

The service of Holy Communion was conducted by the Rev. Charles P. Smith, 
host pastor who also delivered the sermon. The Administrants were: The Rev. Charles 
P. Smith and the Rev. J. Benner Weaver. 

Soloist: Mrs. M. E. Nelson, St. Luke’s, Huntington Park, Calif. i 

Following the communion service the fifty-eighth annual convention was formally 
opened by our president, Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz. First report of the credential 
committee was given by Miss Helen Hjort, reporting: 


Pastor's wives 
Olina Ae a ers a ane 
Department secretaries 
Delegates ..3. 3 ei eee ae 2 

WEIS Sites See, ree eS are cae) Sa aR pe SU IO Ste a pee eae RE eee ewe 


Mrs. Clarence C. Crouser, program chairman, presented the program and moved 
that the program be adopted as the agenda. Motion carried. 
The following convention committees were announced: 
Nominations—Mrs. Orville Awerkamp, Mrs. Clara Shafer, Mrs. Clara Phipps, 
Mrs. H, Rohrbach, Miss Agnes Jensen. 
President's Report—Mrs. Carl Christenson, Mrs. Julia Sexauer, Mrs. Mary 
Daly, Mrs. Wanda Demchak. 
Resolutions—Mrs. H. Falk, Mrs. H. R. Sime, Mrs. Cyrus Johnson. 
Claims—Mrs. Eugene Hoeftman, Mrs. Helen Somer, Mrs. Kathryn Ras- 
mussen, Mrs. H, E, Russell. 
Tellers—Mrs. John Holmes, Mrs. Florence Snyder, Mrs. Eleanor Pinkley. 
Ushers—Mrs. Don Wagner, Miss Betty Lou Johnson, Miss Henka Schlaak. 
Reporter to Lutheran Women's Work—Mrs. E. Dale Click. 
Mrs. Anna Keighly extended a most gracious welcome to the convention. The 
response was given by Mrs. J. J. Gent. 
Mrs. F, P. Reiter, National Vice-President was introduced and a lei from our 
Women of the Church in Honolulu was presented to her by Mrs. Albert B. Schweriz. 
Mrs. G. H. Kohls, a missionary from China, now serving the church on the 
campus at the University of California in Berkeley was introduced. All officers 
and department secretaries were introduced. All pastors present were introduced. 
Reports of officers 1949-1950: 
President's report was given by Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz. A motion prevailed 
that the president's report be accepted and that the recommendations be presented 
to the Committee on President's Report. 
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The Treasurer’s report was given by Mrs. H. E. Russell. The secretary read the 
report of the auditor, Wayne Pfundstein. A motion prevailed that the treasurer's 
report together with the auditor’s report be occepted. 


Statistician’s, Historian's and Archivist's reports were given by Miss Helen 
Hjort, Mrs. J. J. Gent and Mrs. Wm. H. North, respectively. Motion prevailed that 
these reports be accepted. 

The offering of $92.65 was received and consecrated by the Rev. Wm. Bowman. 

Closing collect. 

Luncheon was served by the host church. 


m, 


SECOND SESSION 


April 25, 1:30 p.m. 


The session was opened with the singing of the hymn ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty.” 
Devotional services were conducted by Mrs. Paul A. Herskind, whose topic was: 
“Builders Through Worship.” 
Our timekeepers, Mrs. Ruth Failing and Mrs. Elfreda Screws were introduced. 
The proposed budget for 1950 was presented as follows: 
TRGME - OMOPNIG vesece teed ees tee ee once cae ceoinae tee ee $10,000.00 


Free Will Offering 3,000.00 
Life Membership 1,800.00 
Patron and Protege...........-.c--s 1,350.00 
Special Aids, Rocky Boy... 300.00 
DOGCOROSS ies ccs 150.00 
California Lutheran Home.......... = 500.00 
Administrative expense fund at 900.00 
Synodical "Missions © 2es-cececSacescos nade paces cosas eecee eee eee 7,000.00 

H Wo) fod ape PR fetter he ed ee ceiata ee RL IAN Hees be aS Fyre te $25,000.00 


A motion to adopt the budget as presented carried. 

Dr. James P. Beasom, because of illness was unable to deliver his address, 
“Along Our Mission Trails.” Silent prayers were given for Dr, Beasom. 

Mrs. Robert R. Inslee gave an address, “A Blueprint for Women’s Missionary 
Society.” It was an inspiring address on our triennial emphasis, Worship, Member- 
ship, Stewardship. 

Mrs. James P. Beasom, Promotional Secretary, presented the following nine new 
societies that were officially received into the synodical society: 


Women of the Church, Our Saviours, Alhambra. 
Junior Women of the Church, First, San Diego. 
Women of the Church, St. Marks, San Fernando. 
Women of the Church, Van Nuys. 

Women of the Church, Epiphany, San Leandro. 
Women of the Church, St. Paul's, Fresno. 
Women of the Church, St. James, Project City. 
Gamma Chi Circle, Temple, San Francisco, 
Christian Life Circle, Grace, Alhambra. 


California Lutheran Home, Lutheran Welfare, Camp Yolijwa and Student Service 
was presented by Mrs. Orville Lyons, Mrs. Frederick Smith, Mrs. Quentin Garmon 
and Mrs. G. H. Kohls, respectively. 


The report of the committee on constitution and the election of officers was 
postponed. ; 


Mrs. F. P. Reiter, National Vice-President, addressed the convention on the theme 
“Building a Sure Foundation.” 


Mrs. H. H. Hahn, Life Membership secretary, presided over the Life and In 
Memoriam shower. Ninety-three Life Memberships, eight In Memoriam (transferals), 
and four In Memoriams were made, totalling $1,150.00. 


An offering for Home Missions amounting to $91.00 was received and consecrated 
by the Rev. Q. Garman. 


Closing Collect. 
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THIRD SESSION 


A banquet was held in the Parish Hall of Redeemer Lutheran church, Liberty 
and Seville Sts., South Gate. Mrs. Clarence F. Crouser presided. Mrs. Maynard H. 
Shoreen served as banquet chairman. The Femiso Choir of the Council of United 
Church Women of Glendale provided the music. ; : 

Mrs. F. P. Reiter delivered an address on “Let Us Rise Up and Build.” 

Mrs. C. N. Alm, Special Aids Secretary, presented the shower gifts for Home 
Missions. Total gift amounted to $4,675.51. The Rev. Chas. P. Smith consecrated the 
offering. 

360 attended the banquet. 


FOURTH SESSION 
April 26, 1950; 9:30 a.m. 


Hymn: “Christ, Thou Art the Sure Foundation." 
Devotion: ‘Builders Through Membership,” Miss Jeanette Larson. 


Report of the Constitution Committee was given by Mrs. James P, Beasom, as 
follows: 


CONSTITUTION 
Article IV—Officers— 


Section 1: Add “elected’’ before officers. 
Eliminate "a Treasurer, a Historian.” 
Add "A Treasurer shall be appointed annually by the Executive 
Board,” 
Section 2: Paragraph 2 shall become “Section 3,” 
Section 3: (new) Eliminate “the Historian.” 
Article V—Duties of Officers— 
Section 6: Eliminate Section 6 and add duties of Historian to those of the 
Archivist. 
Section 7: Shall become Section 6. Duties of Archivist shall be enlarged to 
include those formerly performed by Historian. 
Section 8: Shall become Section 7. 
Eliminate ‘Department Secretaries.” 
Add “and any member of the Society who may be elected to the 
Executive Board of the W.M.S. of the U.L.C.A, 
Article IX—Synodical Relations—NEW— 
Recognizing itself as an integral part of the Synod of California of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, this Society shall render an annual 
report of its proceedings to Synod and, when deemed advisable, it 
shall confer, through the Executive Board, with the Executive Board 
of the Synod. 
BY-LAWS 
Article I—Synodical Convention— 
Section 2a: Alternates may be named for the Congregational Presidents and the 
(NEW) delegates. 
Article II1]—Traveling Expenses— 
Section 1: First paragraph shall become Section 1. 
Section 2: Traveling expenses of the Executive Board to and from authorized 
(NEW) Board Meetings shall be paid from the Synodical Administration 
Expense Fund. 
Article IV—Synodical Fee—Title shall be changed to: 
SYNODICAL ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE FUND. 
Paragraph 1 shall be eliminated. 
Section 1: Each Congregational Society shall contribute a free-will offering. 


(NEW) 
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE 
Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., Chm. 
Mrs. Harry Russell 
Mrs. Robert Inslee. 


Motion made and carried that these changes be adopted as a whole. 
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Report of the Nominating Committee was given and the following were pre- 
sented: 


Prosi dont: sicccessecttcssa enacts Sea seareseaseoesee ees Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz 
Vice-Presidemt ssiso 8 ot. shstee tence eeeecee Mrs. Clarence F. Crouser 
SOCEOLILY soe eect co nccsescecensocacoot cept eosin neseet ores Mrs. Maynard H. Shoreen 
Sictistichanis. cemecatetomer testes: ees eoteramereeseceecweeeecrae teeentee Miss Helene Hjort 


Archivist Mrs. Wm. North 


There being no nominations from the floor, the secretary was instructed to cast 
an unanimous ballot for the nominated officers. 


A recommendation from the executive board was given as follows: 


That we set a regular time for our annual synodical meeting which may or may 
not be held at the same time as synod. Moved that this recommendation be adopted. 


Motion that we set a definite date for the annual synodical convention was 
carried. 


Motion that we have our convention at the same time as synod was carried. 


An invitation was extended from the St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sacramento, 
for the next convention. , 


Motion made and seconded that details be left with the executive board. 
Forty-five minutes were given to clinics. 


Mission Study—Literature and Magazines—Leaders: Miss Louisa Miller and Mrs. 
Elva Nicholson. 


Treasurer—Leader: Mrs. H. E. Russell. 

Statisticians—Leader: Miss Helene Hjort. 

Presidents—Leader: Mrs. Albert B, Schwertz. 

After the clinics we assembled again and Mrs. G. H. Kohls, addressed the con- 
vention, her topic being ‘Building for Christ in China.” 


A beautiful solo, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’’ was sung by Mrs. Fred Reiter, 
Huntington Park. 


Mrs. Henry Scherer, gave a very fine presentation on ‘Thankoffering’ con- 
cluding with a thankoffering which amounted to $88.00. The offering was consecrated 
by Mrs. Henry Scherer. 


Closing Collect. 


Luncheon was served by the women of the Host church. 


FIFTH SESSION 
Wednesday, April 26, 1:30 p.m. 


The session opened with the singing of hymn “Thy Life was Given for Me," 
followed by a very inspiring devotional message, “Builders Through Stewardship” 
by Mrs. T, A. Youngquist. 


A forum was conducted by three mission pastors, discussing "Mission Building.” 
“A church is born,” The Rev. John P. Stump. 
“The middle years,” The Rev. Howard A. Lenhardt. 
"On into the future,” The Rev. J. Benner Weaver. 


Echoes from Grand Rapids were given by the delegates who attended the 
national convention, Mrs. Henry Scherer, Mrs. Robert Inslee, Miss Helene Hjort, Miss 
Jeannette Larson, Mrs. Maynard Shoreen and Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz. j 


The closing address was given by Mrs, F. P. Reiter, ‘Building a Christian 
America.” 


Reports of Convention Committees: 


A motion was made that the president's report be accepted and recommenda- 
tion be adopted as a whole. Motion carried. 


a Mrs. Eugene Hoeftman, chairman of the claims committee presented bills as 
ollows: 
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Statistician’s expense 
Treasurer's CxXPOnse sas 

SpociciwAldsuewtnn te eS A 

dincukottoring, simmer een Ae igh ris Soy Side Oe de a 228 
Convention expense, Misc.: 

aCSt senclish: ye ne 


IOUSING hee ake ea sea 
Badges ire... eo 
Mimeographing 
41.32 
BRO Lecrl ere eee eats ce yo AORN eR miele ea ae et. 2 $111.71 


A motion prevailed that all bills be paid. 
Credential committee reported a final total of 392, comprised of delegates 171, 


executive officers 8, secretaries 8, pastors wives 28 and visitors 177. 230 com- 
muned at the opening of the convention. 

Mrs. Heinrich Falk, chairman, gave the report of the Resolutions committee. 

Thanks were expressed by our vice president, Mrs. Clarence F. Crouser for the 
untiring efforts of our president, Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz in promoting the work of 
the Women’s Missionary Society. 

Thanks were expressed by Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz to all committees, to the 
speakers, to the devotional leaders, to Pastor and Mrs. Smith and the women of 
St. Luke’s. 

The elected officers were installed by Mrs. F. P. Reiter. 

The president, Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz declared the fifty-eighth convention 
closed. 

Missionary Benediction. 

Mrs. Maynard H. Shoreen, Recording Secretary. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


To members of the Women’s Missionary Society of the California Synod, we bring 
our warmest greetings. 

Assembled as we are in beautiful St. Luke’s Church, Huntington Park, for our 
58th Annual Convention, we certainly are conscious of the protecting care of our 
Heavenly Father since we gathered together one year ago. It was then 
that we sat at the feet of our beloved past president, Mrs. P. J. Kramer. When 
we received from her the symbol of authority at the close of that outstanding 
meeting, we were coginzant of the fact that the tempo set would be difficult to 
maintain. We rest in the fact that we have given our best to continue this high 
standard of efficiency. 

The theme for this Convention, “If we love Him—we will be builders for 
Him,” is typical of this area here on the Pacific Coast. To keep in step with the 
progress and development within the bounds of our Synod, we must build, or should 
I say, we must continue to build. We need only to cast one glance inside the cover 
page of our program for this year to see the Synod’s Mission Program which is 
already in effect. 

The Women’s Missionary Society of this Synod has a romantic history. Those 
who have preceded us, did so much with so little. But that which they lacked in a 
material way they made up in spiritual values. If we love Him, the past will obligate 
us to give our best to the present task. Most of us and our societies have not 
even begun to approach the full measure of what we can do in being builders 
for Him. 

We use this report as the expression of that which was current on one of 
our radio programs, “It is only the beginning—it’s only: the beginning.” Yes, if we 
love Him—we will pay our debt to those who have left us our present heritage by 
undergirding a building program that will startle the most optimistic souls of Christian 
men and women. If we rest upon our past achievements we are destined to decay. 
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In spite of all that had been done by the early Christians, the sainted Apostle Paul 
urged the people not to rest upon the laurels of their past faith and accomplish- 
ments but to abound more and more. For a few moments let us gaze into the rear 
vision mirror of the year recently closed, only that we may plan for more enjoyable 
and profitable journey for the year just ahead, 


To Mrs. Clarence Crouser, our efficient Vice-President, your president owes 
much. The beautiful programs of this meeting and other accomplishments have been 
brought into being by her native genius. 


To Mrs. Maynard Shoreen, secretary, Mrs. Harry Russell, treasurer, Miss Helene 
Hjort, statistician, Mrs, John Gent, historian, Mrs. W. H. North, archivist, we owe 
much for their untiring services in their respective offices. 


To the Conference presidents and department secretaries likewise we express 
our sincere thanks. 


Due to the increased activity of Synodical responsibilities, it was felt essential 
that an ad interim meeting of the Executive Committee be held. This took place 
at Los Angeles last January. The results of this two-day meeting were many and 
varied. 


Among the important items were: first, the setting up of a Synodical Budget. 
This will be submitted to the delegates of this Convention for approval. Secondly, 
plans were made to put into effect immediately the program as adopted at the 
Grand Rapids National Convention last October. With our new emphasis on giving, 
we must rise above commercial means of financing the Lord’s work. Third, now that 
the Women's Missionary Society has taken on an added meaning—that is worship, 
membership, stewardship, plans were made to weigh this Triennial emphasis on 
the hearts of every church woman. Mrs. Robert Inslee will serve as Triennial 
Emphasis chairman. Fourth, Dr. J. P. Beasom, Synod’s president, presented the 
Synodical Mission project, asking that we think seriously concerning this as an 
added budget item. 


The California Synodical was represented at the Grand Rapids General Con- 
vention October, 1949, by Mrs. Robert Inslee, Mrs. Maynard Shoreen, Mrs. Henry 
Scherer, Mrs. P. J. Beasom, California Executive Board Member ably represented 
us, as well as Miss Jeannette Larson, a Congress visitor. Several other visitors 
from the California Synodical were also present. Your president attended the 
President's Conference at Grand Rapids prior to the convention, 


As a Synodical we were especially honored when Mrs. F. P. Reiter was elected 
vice-president of the General Society. We welcome her to this her first Synodical 
‘Convention in California and pledge her our love and interest in the great task 
she has as vice president of the General Society. 


This report would be incomplete if I did not call your attention to a few major 
changes in the Constitution of the W.M.S. of the U.L.C.A. made at Grand Rapids. 


There will no longer be associate memberships in our organization. A woman 
who attends stated meetings of her congregational Society whenever possible and 
makes a reasonable contribution toward the budget of the Womn’'s Missionary Society 
will be considered a member. 


The elemination of the word, assessments, from the constitution of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the United Lutheran Churches, places the income of the 
General Society on a basis of free will contributions rather than dues, and means 
a new method of determining active membership. It is felt this is a constructive step 
toward Christian stewardship: and will result in a more accurate report of the mem- 
bership of the Society, 


During the triennium 1949-52 


(a) instead of receiving Christmas offerings we are to promote the support of our 
budget for Interchurch Projects through increased Thank Offering; 


(b) instead of receiving Lenten Self-Denial offerings we are to promote the support 
of our budget for the Board of American Missions through increased Thank Offering. 


(c) instead of receiving a Lace Day offering we are to promote the support 
of industrial work through increased Thank Offering. 


Through Thank Offering we shall continue to emphasize the daily gift and the 
Thank Offering will include the former Christmas offering, the Lenten Offering, and 


the Lace Day offering. As soon as practicable the Thank offering should be received 
quarterly or more often. 
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: The observance of India Lace Day will be discontinued but we are to promote 
interest in industrial work on all the fields. Promotion exhibits of industrial products 
from the different fields will be available for conventions. 


The Triennial Objective for 1949-1952 is to be a three-fold emphasis on Worship, 
Membership, Stewardship. 


If we desire, the Thank Offering resulting from enriching Worship, larger 
Membership and more responsible Stewardship may be designated by the Synodical 
Society for a project selected from the regular budget. 


It was my happy pleasure to visit and speak to the majority of the congregational 
societies in the Northern Conference, Through careful and thoughtful planning by 
Helen Hjort, Northern Conference President, an itinerary was planned. Because of the 
aoe death of Miss Helene’s mother, she was not permitted to visit the societies 
with me. 


It was also a pleasure to speak to three societies in the San Diego area and 
to the two societies in Phoenix, and one at Tucson, as well as several in the Los 
Angeles area. 


Mrs. Chitase Kishi spent ten days in California before sailing for Japan. An 
itinerary was planned for her and the privilege of assisting her in securing a 
typewriter, sewing machine and other supplies was ours. 

It was a delightful experience to teach a credit course and act as Counselor 
for the senior girls at Camp Yolijwa last August. 


Let us review a few statistical facts of the year 1949: 

l. There was a gain of five new congregational societies, 
2. A membership gain of 337 brings the total to 2397. 

3. The “Hawaiian Special’’ totaled $5,509.25. 


4. Lutheran Woman's Work subscriptions are 1,186. This means that but 
about one-half of our membership are readers of the Lutheran Woman’s Work. If 
we say we do not “have time” to read, let us “make time.” 


5. There were only forty-eight public Thank Offering services and thirty Week 
of Prayer Services reported. This we need to check carefully since we have fallen 
short and as we take on the ‘Triennial Emphasis’—make Worship the most vital. 


In conclusion, let us recall our Convention theme once more, “If we love Him 
we will be builders for Him.’’ Let us meet this challenge of building for eternity. 
As Lutheran women we need not fear the scare of the "H’’ bomb. We shall be 
building values that all the forces of destruction of this world can never destroy. 


Let us therefore face the future with added determination, whatever may be the 
cry of our weak hearted, faithless and doubting people of today, we rest in the 
security for our tomorrow in the undying promises of our precious Savior. In the 
words of G. P. Howard, we face a humanity that is too precious to neglect. We know 
a remedy for the ills of the world too wonderful to withhold. We have a Christ 
too glorious to hide. We have an adventure that is too thrilling to miss.” 


We present to this Convention assembled the following recommendations: 


1. That we pledge anew our loyal support to the United Lutheran Church of America 
through the California Synod. 

2. That as individual church members 

(a) We co-operate in the program of Evangelism, 

(b) We continue our support to Lutheran World Action. 

(c) We give full support to CHEY. 

(d) We heartily approve the new ideal on Stewardship in the U.L.C.A. and deter- 
mine to give better Christian use of time, talents, and possessions. 

That a Prayer Chairman be appointed to direct a Prayer Program for the 

Synodical. 

That we encourage, through literature and programs, more young men and 

women to enter full-time Christian service. 

That each Congregational Society appoint a Triennial Emphasis (W.M.S.) Chair- 

man to promote this three-fold 1949-1952 emphasis. 

That we urge all our members to keep informed on the whole program of the 

Women’s Missionary Society by reading Lutheran Woman's Work. 

That we strive to awaken interest in missions in all church members, 

That a special study be made for a “Summer School of Missions.” 


Mrs. Albert B. Schwertz, President. 


ON OP Fw w 
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REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


WHEREAS, throughout this past year we have been able to work in a world 
which, though very dark at times, still has maintained the hope of keeping 
permanent peace, and 

WHEREAS, we as Christian women are constantly aware of our Saviour’s enduring 
love, 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: We express our sincere appreciation to the Rev. Charles 
P. Smith and Mrs. Smith of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Huntington Park, for 
their gracious hospitality in allowing us to convene in their church and to the 
women of their church for preparing luncheon on the two days of the con- 
vention, and 

THAT, We express our appreciation to the Redeemer Lutheran Church of South Gate 
for their courtesy in serving the banquet in their Parish Hall, and 

THAT, we express our most sincere appreciation to Mrs. F. P. Reiter, the General 
Vice-president of the W.M.S. for her inspirational messages, and 

THAT, we acknowledge the many years of service in the mission field in China 
of Mrs. G. H. Kohls, as she is now continuing her service to students in Berke- 

ley, and 

THAT, we extend our sympathy to Dr. James P. Beasom, President of the California 
Synod, in his illness and the sincere hope that he will soon be fully restored 
to health, so that he may continue his service in building God's Kingdom, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: We have definite periods set aside at our 
synodical conventions for Bible study, and 


THAT, we recommend the scriptural principle of free will giving in our societies and 


THAT, we respectfully request that our societies be notified of special projects well 
in advance and that no definite quotas be assigned, and 


THAT, the resolutions committee be made a standing committee, that it thereby may 
serve as a more effective medium, through which constructive suggestions may 
be channeled, to be presented to our synodical society when it is assembled 
in convention, and 


THAT, we look joyfully into the coming year with the privilege of working 
faithfully here in California in the midst of one of the greatest mission fields 
in the world and of becoming builders for Him, who is and ever will be the 
Savior of the world. 

Mrs. Heinrich Falk (San Diego), Chairman. 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Mrs. Robert Inslee, President 

“Traveling El Camino Real’ via chartered bus, train and auto, with a 
stop-over at Christ Lutheran Church (Pacific Beach) San Diego, highlighted the 
Southern Conference Meeting on September 20, 1949. The 186 delegates and visitors 
were inspired and challenged by the enthusiasm and consecration of this mission 
congregation. “Birthday Celebrations’ were featured at the banquet. 

A President and Treasurer's Workshop was held in Glendale. 105 enthusiastic 
officers asked questions and took notes on the new W.M.S. program. 

The majority of the Societies have been visited since October by the delegates 
who attended the W.M.S. Convention in Grand Rapids. 

Officers for 1949-50 are: Mrs. Robert Inslee, President; Mrs. Charles Smith, 
First Vice-President; Mrs. Henry Scherer, Second Vice-President; Mrs. Orville Lyon, 
Secretary; Mrs. M. Woodworth, Treasurer; Miss Eleanor Schlaegel, Historian. 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


Miss Helene Hjort, President 

A successful Conference Meeting was held on November 8rd and 4th, 1949, 
in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Oakland. The theme was “Truly the Harvest is Great 
for Worship, Membership and Stewardship.” There were 131 registered. 

Several new Societies were welcomed. 

Officers for 1949-50 are: Miss Helene Hjort, President; Mrs. Marion Johnson, 
First Vice-President; Mrs. F. M. Henderson, Second Vice-President; Mrs. Glen O. 
Balsley, Secretary; Mrs. H. B. O’Brien, Treasurer; Mrs. C. H. Jackson, Historian. 
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PROMOTION DIVISION 


Mrs. J. P. Beasom, Jr., Secretary 


During the past year, it has been the privilege of your Promotion Secretary to 
visit every area of Synod with the exception of Hawaii in the interest of the 
Women’s Missionary Society. A large number of meetings were held with local 
leaders and addresses given before Societies. Personal contact, either on individual 
or congregational levels, were made especially in connection with groups of our 
new Missions. 

It has been a joy to note the growth in interest, membership and loyalty, 
as well in the number of Societies. At this Convention we are happy to present 
the following newly organized groups for acceptance into our Synodical Society: 
Northern Conference: Fresno, St. Paul's—Women of the Church 

Project City, St. James—Women of the Church 

San Francisco, Temple—Gamma Chi Circle 
Southern Conference: Alhambra, Grace—Christian Life Circle 

San Diego, First—Junior Women of the Church 

San Fernando, St. Mark’s—Women of the Church 

Van Nuys, St. Andrew’s—Women of the Church 

May God add His blessing to each of these, along with all our Societies, 
keeping us ever faithful to our missionary responsibility. 


STATISTICAL REPORT 
Miss Helene Hjort, Statistician 


Societies Members 
NottnornrCOnterenCe secs ccssphsbecatecassbsyeccepeeccescteceee 26 700 


Southern Conference, <6o-<sscccecoecveracduceetosccarovectteseecectececte o7 1697 
83 2397 
Northern Southern 
Conference Conference Total 
IMAsyanovelgclouhon al ysh3 foie eaetereeeees eM eich Bia eo | 610 1450 2060 
Mermoers ime 1 O49 see me reecee sca ec tagt eS ee scceace 700 1697 2397 
erp t GAIN ccaetees, fateh ete wee oes OE Col 90 247 Sov, 


Northern Conference actually has three new Societies during 1949, but the 
two Societies at St. Mark’s, San Francisco, have combined as one society and 
Las Vegas which was reported in Northern Conference in 1948 should be in Southern 
Conference—hence a net gain of one Society. 

Southern Conference with four new societies and the addition of Las Vegas 
has a net gain in Societies of five. 


MAGAZINE “Lutheran Woman’s Work” 
Mrs, Eldon R. Miller, Secretary 
Active Members Magazine Subscriptions 


Northern Conference .............-:c--sccceceee 700 348 
Southern: Conference ........:..:--.s-----s0-0 1697 838 

2397 1186 
SociGOs SUSE TIDINIC Meh OLS ee acteree scarce acetate eae cece ig to tare oe ance es fe) 
Soctoiles: reporting INO USubScription....-.sectssqcses-cgencescncefbereacoatesacee 19 


LIFE MEMBERSHIPS and IN MEMORIAM DEPARTMENT 
Mrs. Harry W. Hahn, Secretary 


1949 

Life Memberships—during Synodical yeal............--:scscseeceeeeesecesetee 90 
Honorary Life Memberships—during Synodical yeat..............-- 47 
Meter M CAL icy mV TIO CC CUNY OCT sence cas ceasdecestseecestacececentsotecteaanveenratns 137 
Life Memberships on the Synodical Roll..............---ssesseseccseeseeees 1532 
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Honorary Life Memberships on the Synodical Roane ae 354 
Total on the Synodical Roll............-csscsccscessecneroenesensssseeesseee 1886 


Persons memoralized during Synodical yet..........--cseesteceeeeseeeeeee 
Total "In Memoriams” on the Synodical Roll. 


Total income from this Department for the year 1949 was $1790.00. 

A very lovely gesture was made by Miss Eshleman and Mr. J. Edwin Eshleman 
in making thirteen guests of the Califorina Lutheran Home for the Aged, Alhambra, 
Life Members; thus making the Home a 100% Society. 


ARCHIVIST 
Mrs. Wm. H. North 


All records of historical interest are included in the Archives which are located 
at First Church, Los Angeles. 


LUTHERAN STUDENT DEPARTMENT 
Mrs. Charles A. Miley, Secretary 


Of 65 Congregational blanks sent out, 56 Congregations reported as follows: 


Students: 239 Men — 117 Women. 
Institutions attended: 85 Non-Lutheran — 7 Lutheran. 
Students specializing in full time Christian Service: Men — 13 for the Ministry, 
1 Social Welfare, Total 14. Women — 1 for the Diaconate, 2 Christian Social Welfare, 
9 Nursing, Total 12. 


Ten students reported in Lutheran Schools but course of study not given. 


SPECIAL AIDS DEPARTMENT 
Mrs. Carsten N. Alm, Secretary 


Most of the Women's Missionary Groups in the California Synod reported 
activity in one or more branches of this Department. Rocky Boy, always a favorite 
North American Mission, was particularly remembered with boxes and gifts of 
money during the Christmas’ Season. In the World Mission Field, India was sug- 
gested by the National Special Aids Secretary as our California Synodical Christmas 
Emphasis. As a result 44 boxes were reported sent, most of them containing hospital 
and dispensary supplies, as well as 19 gifts of money for this field. Many Societies 
participated in the “Pisces for Peace’’ project in their local Council of Church 
Women Community Day program. 


Distribution of Special! Aids was as follows from the combined Northern and 
Southern Conference of the California Synodical Societies: 

No. of boxes to North American Missions 

No. of boxesiito: Worlds Misstonisie. via catuccccccctoegcs-cnaccncncemee se eeten 

No. of boxes to Lutheran World Action and Europe 

No. of boxes to combined local, California Synodical and 

Lutheran Welfare—approximately 


onbaescuants Nudges eeeuck elveras CEN ae 317 
Money sent for Special Aid through the Synodical Treasurer................ $422.36 
Money sent direct to U.L.C. Missionaries at Home and Abroad............ $226.85 


PATRON and PROTEGE DEPARTMENT 
Mrs. H. H. Roloff, Secretary 
This Department of the California Synodical Society supports twelve (12) Native 


Workers and fifteen (15) Scholarships. Total cash receipts during 1949 $1271.50; an 
increase of $106.00 over 1948. 


This, of course, is very gratifying but the challenge is greater than ever because 
the highest responsibilities are being carried by Native Christian Leaders, many 
of whom were supported as proteges in the early stage of their Christian growth. 
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THANK OFFERING 
Mrs. Henry Scherer, Secretary 


From many hearts have come daily prayers and gifts, that the whole world 
may share our Christ. 

The total giving for the past triennium was $20,186.36. 

The 1949 total was $7073.91. 


Thank Offering talks have been given at Riverside, Santa Monica, Alhambra, 
Advent, Los Angeles, Southern Conference Meeting, and at the President and Treas- 
urer’s Workshop. Others scheduled are Beverly Hills, Hollywood, and Santa Monica. 
Two letters were sent to all Societies in Synod and National letters were sent out 
as received. A letter was sent to the Northern Conference meeting. 

82 Societies reported: 43 have quarterly meetings; 8 semi-annual meetings; 14 
annual meetings; 4 societies had three meetings a year; 1 society has a monthly 
in-gathering; 45 societies have public in-gatherings; 7 reported NO Thank Offering 
meeting. 


MISSION STUDY 


Mrs. Elva Nicholson, Secretary 


Mission Study has shown a very good increase in the past year. In 1948, 13 
Societies had a study of Foreign Missions and 7 had American Missions. In 1949, 
this increased to 16 Societies on Foreign Missions and 14 on American Missions. 
This is a 50% gain and shows the interest that is being taken in this phase of 
missionary work. 

Announcement has just been made of the new 1950-51 themes. The Foreign 
Study “The Near East,” will take us to the ancient lands of the Bible which have 
become the center of gigantic and commercial and political conflicts. The whole 
Near East calls insistenly for fresh study and service by the Churches of the West. 

Our American Mission Study, “Toward a Christian Community,” takes us to 
our own “city” and "rural’’ neighbors. The local mission of the Christian Church 
is directed toward permeating the life of the whole community. Our interest in 
this should be very great because our Lutheran Church is establishing so many 
new Churches in the new communities of our California Synod. 

Watch the “Lutheran Woman's Work” for announcements of the books and study 
guides. There will be several articles in the coming fall issues that will help 
you. in the planning your study program. 

The World Friendship Institute sponsored by the So. Calif. Council of Church 
Women will be held on September 29th (place to be announced later). There, too, 
you can receive some very practical helps for presentation of the Mission Study 
books. 

Let us pray for many successful study groups this next year and for God's 
guidance of them. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
December 15, 1948 to December 15, 1949 


Receipts: 

Balance: on hand December 15, 1948 sii .c.lecckecclieecccceccsecescosseneenne $ 2,046.11 
Associate Membership ..........-...--..-0 eh aes al SE 4 $ 56.50 
Bible Women and Scholarships... gE ees ee eae 1,221.50 
California Lutheran Home.............. Fae Si, 9 WO RS EP 1,184.87 
Christnasi@ ffetin Gara. foes el ee oe cee wera ben cee eee ee 366.37 
Congress4Travel. Fundy .at5: 2 a ee ee 49.00 
Deaconess Fund ............ <é a, teh oS ihe adds > ae 130.00 
Designated Gifts ... eee rat People eRe RA eS 102.00 
General Fund. ......... Se ee RRP in Be aes Ta ed a ag 2,291.75 
inclichtlcce) nsec sess ies te OE La tb Oaad Bh es EA Lee 379.17 
Lenten, Offering. "2 tee ee ee 395.16 
Life Membership and In Memoriam...... Shot See ae 1,790.00 
WW aYoual pel Oparayytato pg need eis wae valine VARS. ies ba se La Be ids Ss aN 7,073.91 
Wrionimierlie Woy cer ancl eee ee ee ea een ae fe eee 175.30 
Shower for Hawaii 5,509.25 
Speco midst. oh ce) wee eet. Deere, 20! i 283.36 
Synodical Special .......... Ake! tates pe OSES 
SV MOCICG RO seen een ee eee ee ge 788.20 23,505.09 

ROUGE Pee et So es ee ee ee eee eee eee $25,551.20 

Disbursements: 
gi WowmUli (ooo) god NMR Rqsfo.ts bb y=) mmmseteh le See Meee ee ee ee ete 14,584.62 
Paticicr "Rae t CHC esac crete eee ere Le ter a eee eneaeeee eran 50.00 
WPrOGSUreL Sw DOM tect o tas Re eee see eon en aes 5.00 
National Officers Transportation and Exp 250.19 
Haweali:“Representativie =) Sanne ee ee ee 100.00 
Officers'iConviention SE XpOnSe isco secs coseceee serene eect esses 72.98 
Miscellaneous Convention Expense..............cscsssccsnesceecceeeesenne 50.30 
Expense—Departmental Secretaries -.........-.-csscecseccceesseeeseene 85.63 
Officsts Expenses ices eis eee ee ae ne eee ee 96.84 
Printing, Stationery, mRostagecBterc.t-cccettcce reece er 56.72 
Jeanette Larson—Congress Travel Furndoee....eeecceeeeeeeeee 126.05 
Home Mission—Manhattan Beach and Van Nuys............... 900.00 


California Lutheran Home 


Memorial—California Lutheran Home. , 17,566.20 
Balance ion, handu December (15, 1949.2 ee es $ 7,985.00 

Balance on hand as follows: 

DEACONSSSt Flim Gig ste Sass uankees elects ac eee eee $ 242.15 

Triennial Convention Expense Fund 6.00 

Conoress, (Travel= Fund ccc 0. ceca eee ne ee ee 49.00 

shower, for) Hawalit S22 se es es a es 5,509.25 

Snyodical (Special! ic: oes SOON ee a ae ee eae 967.31 

Synodical | Fee est eee tenes ce See reese hee ea 1,211.29 7,985.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. H. E. Russell 
Treasurer 
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1949 CONVENTION SHOWER FOR HAWAII 


As a Golden Centennial Shower Gift, the Women’s Missionary Societies of the 
California Synod brought to the Convention luncheon, held in &t. Mark's Lutheran 
Church in San Francisco, offerings which totaled $5,509.25, to be used in the estab- 
lishment and extension of Home Mission work in the Islands of Hawaii. As each 
gift was brought forward the ship model used in their congregational ingathering 


was displayed. 


Following is the roster of societies and their gifts: 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


reSNO—P ir ste cee occas ewtcc cen ctes -$ 190.00 
1 KG) 6X0) AED KD hp de ee ee 179.50 
lens ats Oe eee oe eee 25.00 
Oakland —Firsts gees cec.scectocecenses 75.00 
Oakland—St. John's -2.....0...... 55.00 
Oakland—St. Michael's ............ 142.00 
Reno—Ch. of Good Shep.......... 30.00 
Richmond—Grace 0... e.eeeeeeeeee 223.00 
Richmond—St. James ...............- 30.00 


Alhambra-Cal. Luth. Home......6 15.00 
Alhambra—Grdce .......-.1.cece--nne 30.00 
Bevorlye cilia ee een SS 160.00 
Burbank—Luth. Memorial ........ 45.00 
Culver City—Grace .......e-e 50.00 
El Monte—Redeemer ............--+- 37.00 
Gardena—St. John’s ............-..-.- 60.00 
Glendale—First  .........-.--sce--ecc0- 228.45 
EPOUV WW. OOG ie fost cues ssc acsescaee 300.00 
Huntington Pr.—St. Luke’s........ 106.11 
Inglewood—Holy Trinity ........ 35.00 
LaCanada—Foothills ............- 34.00 
Long Beach—Lakewood .......... 35.00 
Long Beach—Faith .........2....-.00. 

Long Beach—Trinity ...W........... 


Los Angeles—Advent 
Los Angeles—Betheny ... 
Los Angeles—First 


TOTAL SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


GRAND TOTAL FOR HAWAII 
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Sacramento—First  -..o..-.e-eeeeoe $ 120.00 
Sacramento—St. John’s ............ 239.00 
Sacramento—St. Paul's ....:....... 25.00 
San Francisco—St. Mark’s........ 94.79 
San Francisco—St. Matthews.... 120.00 
San Francisco—Temple ............ 10.00 
San Jose—Grace oo... eeeeeeneee 76.00 
San Mateo—St. Andrew’s........ 20.00 
Vallejo—St. Paul's 20... 125.00 
Ree ere ea nea ee Miata = Aateen Mea $1,779.29 
Los Angeles—St. Mark’‘s............ 153.00 
Los Angeles—St. Paul’s........... 26.25 
Los Angeles—tTransfiguration.. 5.00 


No. Hollywood—St. Matthew’s 265.00 
Pasadena—Trinity ........eeeeeeoee 185.00 
Phoenixz—Foaith .....-cc.scccescaceccooese 28.00 
Pomona—Trinity ............ssssue- 29.50 
Riverside—Trinity __............2.---- 100.00 
San Bernardino—First .............- 56.00 
San Diego—First ...........1..-1.css000 131.00 
San Diego—Christ ice)... 118.75 
Santa Barbara—Grace .......-.- 89.00 
Santa Monica—St. Paul’s ........ 67.00 
Tucson—Our Saviour’s ............ 16.00 
Westwood Village... 28.00 
Whittier—Salem 22.2.2... eseeeeeees 28.00 
Southern Conference Congress 85.00 
a gh TN nN Sa ka $3,729.96 
Sel DA a8 ed pian 4 Dh A gee ee $5,509.25 


Respectfully submitted, 
Esther C. Alm, 
Shower Chairman 
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. For Christ and Country 

_ », CHRISTIAN EDUCATION | 
MIDLAND COLLEGE TRAINS > 

ee men and women aS love Christ and serve their country, 


_. _ with all their heart: LOYALLY; 
- _-with all their mind: INTELLIGENTLY; 


with all their strength: POWERFULLY; 
- FOR CHRIST | 
been going forth, and must continue to go forth, a stream 


of intelligent and consecrated young men and young women, 
qualified and determined to serve Christ in all walks of life. 


| FOR COUNTRY 
In putting Christ into the hearts and minds of her students, 


For Literature, Write to 
: MIDLAND COLLEGE 
Fremont, Nebraska 


3 theology. me e 
e _ THE REY. W. P. HIERONYMUS, Ph.D., President 


= © WESTERN 
ss THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
es Fremont, Nebraska 
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RA 
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oe: Official Seminary for Eight Synods 


us 


AZ 


izes the objectives of Western Theological Seminary. : 
Bes Phe primary aim of theological education is to prepare men 


§ fields of activity to which the Church may call them. 


- graduates for their actual tasks in the rural and urban parishes 
3 of the Lutheran Church. However, graduates of Western are also 
3 serving throughout the world as preachers of the gospel, shepherds 
of souls, teachers of Christianity, trainers of the laity in works of 
serving love, congregational directors, community servants and loyal 
~ upholders of the Church. 


The Rev. Thomas D. Rinde, D.D. 


Courtesy of Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California . 


in 


- ~ - 
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From our Christian, college, including Midland, there has 


_ Midland College is putting the steel of truth and integrity, 
and the cement of loyal citizenship into American life. 


A standard, four-year, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 
added departments of business, education, music, journalism and 


“Of the Church, for the Church and by the Church” epitom- 


= to serve the Church in the ministry of the gospel and in other 


_ Western in location, Western Theological Seminary prepares its 
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The Aged — 


2500 So. Fremont Avenue 


Alhambra, Ce California Ae 


Gifts and Donations May be. Sent to. 

the Synodicel Otic : oY . oy 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Cait 
3119 w. 6th Strect_ 
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